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Fule3% Thomas, Herefordshire 
Folke*!, sir Alai tin, D. bmt, Klngs- 
T.ynn 

FolkestoMp, viscount, N*'v Saium 
Foibcs, viscount, Louctord 
Fo.ester, HccmI, VVenlot'k 
I Forster, light lion. John, I^jwtli 
Fosftr, hon. T. f/., Drogheda 
Foster, J. Leslie, Dublin University 
FowlKes, Kvnn, Tralee ' 

Fianklaigl, WiWiarn, Thirsk 
Fia^t r, A. Mackenzie, Ixoss-shirc 
Frenuuitlu, 'I'h. Francis, Saltasli 
[double retmn.J t 

Frennutlc, W. H.. Saltash [ditto] 
Freiu’h, /^ithiir, ito'^uoimnon 
I'oiler, .rohn, Sussex 
I ydell, I’homaS, Boston 
Fyiios, Henry, Aldborough 


. Jenj bon.*W. F. F;. ^Voodstock 
Ji^iJitrtOB, John, (hester 
iiElford, sir W. hart., Rye 
fMico, William, Hreut r,nms6y , 
j jEUiot, hon, William* Liskeard 
h^Uiot* rt. hon. Wm., Peterbo^ouirh ^ ^ 
i Rose, Fat»t Grinstead| < 

rSW|Son, Richard, Lincoln 
iBftconrt, Tho. Grimston, Devizes 
'^y^reu* Tbomas, Ludgershall 

^Vl, Cambridge TJniver. 

Anthony Hardolph, Not- 
tioghamshire 

• 

Henry, Lyme Regis 

Jbtrn, Oxfordshire 

Meek^ Huntingdon 
Uhar, Jas,, Imterbervie, kc. 
^VstOne*^ sir T. hart. ^ JLoi^- 

, hon. I'^ewton, Andover 
, Wjtt. Henry, Hunting- 



(iAMON, Sir Richard, bait., Wiu- 
ehOi ter 

Dari.Hid, Jos., Poole [double ret.] 
(hi'.coyoe, I' .i.tC, Liverpool 
Dell, Pkilip. iliialinesbury 
Dihos ,Mi V . knt., f’ imbiiclge Hniv. 
Diddy, DavH's, Bodin\n 
Dipjjin, Dewrge, Rippuu * 

( 1*1.issford,Henry, J)mu!>aitoni*^iirc 
Dr){Mard, 'riioinas, Crick!ido 
(joilfrey, 'I'lioiHas, Hvlhc 
Doo( h, Thoiru^ Shi ilock, Suflolk 
D-n’don, William, Worcester 
(h)W'er, bard (J, L,, St^lVordshirc 
(hahauj, Sir James, Coekermoulh 
Grant, right h< n. sir Wm. jcul., 
Baiiiflshite *' 

Grant, <^l«-rles, Invernesshi 
(Ti'aat, Francis W,, FJginshire 
\ GraltaII, right, lion. Henry, Dub- 
/ )m Cit^ ^ 

(Veenhill, Robert, Thirsk 
Greenoiigh, D. Bellas, Gatton 
Grenfell, Pascoo, jun., Great 
Marlow • 

Grenville, right hon. Thomas 
Buckinpiliam 

Grey, hon. Petcrsfiifild 

Grimston, hon. J. W., St. lAlbaiii 
Grosvenoi, 'Fhomass, Chest^’ 
GucruM-^y, lord, Wcobly ^ . 

Ham, Benjamin, Totness 
Hall, sir James, St. Michael ^ 

Halsey, Joseph, St. Albans 
Tlatniilon, hud Arch.,Lancrk«ihlre 
Hamilton, Hans, Dublin Ckmnty 
Hamilton*sir C, bart.» Moniiw'J 


Hamilton, viscount, Liskeard 
Hamilton, lord C., Dungannon 
Hammet, John, Taunton 
Harbord, hon. W. A-, Plymptoti 
Ilarbord, hon. Edward, \ar- * 
month, Norfolk 
Haivey, Ehab, Essex 
He.ad!ey, lord, Malton 
Heathcotc, T., Blochingly 
Henderson, Anthony, BkicUIcy 
Hcnniker, lord, Hulliind 
Herbert, hon. C., Wilton 
Hcrbftvt, H. A., Kerry 
Hciou, IMer, Newton, Taucashire 
Hibbort, (Tooi'gc, Seafonl 
Hill, hon. Win., Shrewsbury 
Hill, so (L F. hart , Londonderry 
Hmchingbiokc, viscount, Hiui- 
tiugilousliu'C 

\ Hippesley, sir J. Cox,bt., Sudbuiy 
Hobbouso, Benj., Hinduu 
llodson, John, Wigun 
Hohisuoith, Aith. J/owe, I^art- 
inonth 

Hoiford, George, Lostwithiel 
Holland, sii N. Dance, bavt., 
Kastd Ivlnstoad 
Honywoml, Wm., Kent 
Hood, sir Samuel, Bridpoit 
Hope, \V. J., Dumfnesshiic 
Hope, lion,Alexander, Lmlith^ow- 
siiire * 

Hop *, bun. Charles, lla'lvlin^Unv- 
shiro 

Horner, Francis, W^’endover 
lloirocks, Samuel, Prcstuu 
How'iiK), hon. VV^. Moipelo 
Howani, liiMiry, (j'loncester 
HmvM'k, v.^-toiint, 'Favistock 
Jlii'JiCs, \^ . liCwis, \VnIliiJi;ford 
Hnme, Wm. Hoaie, \ti<.klo\v 
llinne, sir A. hart., Jlaslnigs 

Jliint, Jo'itpi), (aluetnb'tioii;^! 

nunlingfu 111 , loid, Dmiw ich 
Hursl. R 1 ‘beit, Steynmg 
HusL'.^soii, WilliLun, Haiwloli 
Hui,scy, William, New Surmn 
lluicinnson, hon. C. H.,Cork City 


Eiiit Ilotford 
lohn, Bniinher 
ACKSON, John, Dover 
Jackson, Josias, Southampton 
Jcfreiy, John, Poole [dble return. 
Joky I i, Joseph, Caine 
JcnitiDson, Chailes^ Dover 
Jenkinson, hon. C. C., Sandwich 
Jephson, Denham, Mallow 
Jorvoise, Jervois Clarke, Yar¬ 
mouth, l.sle of Wight 
Jlicelvjjj viscount, Lowth 
Jodrfd/Heni y, Bramber 
Jolmes, Fhomas, Canhi:inshire 
.(ohiistom-;, George, Heydim* 
John.si{Aic, hon. A. C., Gratnpound 
Jolhfi'c, Hylton, Pftter.s(ield 
Jones, 'riiomas, Shrewsbury 
Jones, Gilbert, Aldborongb ' 
Jones, Walter, Coleraine 

Kpanx, sir J, bart., Youghall 
Keck, G. A. Lee, Leicestei^hir© 
Keene, Wbiisbead, Mt^utgejmery 
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Kemp, Thomas, tiCwcs 
Kenrick, William, Bletchingley 
Kensington, lord, Haverfordwest 
King, sir J. Dasbwood, bart., 
Chipping Wycombe 
Kingston, John, Lyminglon 
Knapp, Ceorge, Abingtlon 
Knatciibull, sir Kd. bart., Kent 
Knox, hon.^'J’homas, 'I’yrone 

La (NO, Malcolm, Orkney, &;c. 
Lamb, bon. Win., Portaihngbon 
Lumbton, Kalpb John, Durham 
Lascclles, hon. K., Northallciton 
Lascelles, hon. Henry, Wrstbury 
Latouche, David, C atlKilogbshire 
Latouche, I'oberl, Ktidan; 
Latouobe, J. inn,, Ltitnni 
l^aurenee, Dr. French, Feteibo- 
rougli 

J^eaeh, John, Seafo'.d 
1 eeiancl, J(»hu, Stamford 
7.ef(jvre, (’Jiaries Shaw-, iJeadmg 
Li>i';b, James Heiny, lied win 
Lei'dif Kobert Holt, Wigan 
Leman, Chas., Penryu 
Lemon sir Wm. bart,, Cornwall 
Lemon, John, Truro 
Leslie, C. P,, Monaghan 
L'tiibudge. T. lUickler, Somerset 
Leicester, Huu.h, Milborne Port 
i.ittietdn, sir J.dw., bt., StalVord- 
shiie 

Lloyd, James M., Stcymng 
LIo)d, TIaidies'', King's County 
Lockliait, Wm. Vliot, Selknk 
L^ckfiait, sir A. rciniek 
Ixielvhfiit, J Iiigi.ini, Ovford 
LofLus Wiliiam, 'I'aunvorth 
long, rt. lion, thus, HasUmere 
J,on^, Richuid, Wdtslnre 
Longiieid, IMoatifurd, Coik city 
1 ongman, George, Maidstone 
Lopez, sir M. i\T. bart., Evesham 
i,o\aine, lord, llci ralston 
Taivcden, Edw. L., Shaftesbury 
T.f)wthcr, James, WeslinorclauJ 
la^wther, Jiiiin, Cumberland 
T.ubtiock;, sir .1. bart, 

Lusliington, .Slcplu'n, Yani?S?^h, 
Norfolk ^ 

I.uvhington, S. IL, Kvft 
Luttieli, J. Fownes, Minehcad 
Lvgnn, hon. William Beauch, 
Worcestersbire 

Lyttletpn, lion, VV^illiam Henry, 
VV'ore.c&tershtrc 

MacdOxNalo, James, Ncwcastle- 
umler-Lynie 

Macdtiviall, Wm., BenfiewrJiir^' 
Alackenzie. J. R., Dornoe, &e. 
Macleod,^ U, B. iK., Cromarty¬ 
shire 

Madox, W, A., Boston 
jMagens, Magens T) , Ludgcrfrliall 
Alahoi^ viseoimt, Kingston 
Mahon, hon. S., Koscommon 
Maitland, John, Chippenham 
Alaitland, L'bcnc/er, Lo>>twithiel 
Manners, Ibrd Cha. Soni., Carn- 
bridgeshh^e 

MannebB^ Robert Cambridge 


Manners, Id. R., Leicestershire 
Manning, William, Evesham 
Markham, John, Poiti'mouth ^ * 
Martin, Richard, Oalv|ay 
Martin, Henry, Kinsale 
Alathew, hon. Alont.jll’ipp^ary 
Alanie, hon. W^u., Fclfarshire 
Alaxviell, VVVn. jun.,I Wigtown¬ 
shire I 

Maxwell, sir .L S. A., Annan, Jkc. 
Maxwell, William, SedUitk, fttc. 
May, Edward^ 

A1‘Mahon, CO'. John, A!ih#;)urgU 
M'Kaghten, K A., Anliini 
Mi'arle, hon. John, Down 
MellM), William, Middlesex 
Mdbavike, ST Ralph, bt., Dur¬ 
ham Cvainty 

Mildmay, sir IL P. St, J. bt, 
l-laui\>.>hn e 

I MiUmay, IL C. St. J., Wmehes- 

I ' 

1 Milford, lord, oibroke^IoVe 
Miller, sir 7’. hut., Porksinont/i 
Mil In, C’liarfes, \rai'vj;ick 
Alills, Willinm, Coventry ^ 

AlilN, Geo. (inlwav, St, Michael 
MiUior, sir Wm. AL ht , York 
ATilnf's, Kobt. P., Pontefract 
Milton, msinmit, yorkshiix^ 
Alonckton, hon. ialivard, StafTord 
ATonson, hon. W., Lincoln 
Alontague, Alattbcw, St. Ger¬ 
main’s 

Alontgomerv, sir J. bt., Peebles 
A'^oore, Peter. Covenlty • 

Moore, lord Uenrv, Drford 
AIooi'P, Chatlcs, Iluyte.s'jury 
Moidaunt, sir Chas. bail., ^A^lr~ 
\vick».hnn ^ ' 

MvUgan, sir Chaih ^, bart,, Mon 
nH>nth''hn'e 

AIovpOli, lu^d, ('unilrcrland 
Aiorj;s, I'dwaul, Newport 
Aloni.s, Kuht , Glonce''ler, Cornvv. 
Mosley, so’Oswald ht.jWmcheKca 
AlU'tyo, sir 'I'ho«i. hr , Mint-rlnre 
A'luneastci, In^l, V, t >tmorrland 
Miindy, I'.d, Miller, Dtebyshire 
Murray, sirPatrick, bt., Kdirilnigh 
’’’'irray', lojd Janice, Pt-rlhshire 
Min.’'A’, Jolm, W’ootton Basset 

Nfiph.vm, hon. Pianci<?, Nevvry 
Nepi'iin, it. hon. sir J',., ,bart,, 
Kndport 

NeviU, ILchanl, Wc.xford 
NcMile, hon IL, Ihick'ngharn 
Newark, vise., Nottinglymsliire 
^Vvvborough, lord, Beauman.s 
Newport, rt. hon. sir Jn., b.irt., 
Wateifud * 

Ni»?holl, sir J ihn, bt., l^cdwin 
No- 1, col. (R’rraid Noil, Rutland 
Noitli, Uudltv. Newton, Liants 
Nortlu’v, \\ ill Iain, Newpoit, Corn¬ 
wall 

Norton, hon. L 0. Cuilfordt 
Nugent, sir GV'OJgo, lit Aylesbury 

O’Buirv, sir Edw. bart., Clare 
<”>’Co!laa;aa, h^m. ,Iame.s, 'Fregony 
Odell, W'lltiam, IJmerick County 




Oglander, sir Bocimyn 
O’Hara, Charlfe, Sligoe Cotmty 
O’Neill, hon.*J* B. R., Antrim 
Orslow_, h$ii. r. Crauley, Uuild^ 
ford •' • 

Ord, Williagi, Alorpeth 
Oide, sir .John, Yarmouth 
Wight 

(Lsbonie, .Joh^;J}«Sb<^ermoutIi 

Ossulston, vise. Knarebboroiigh 

» « 
PAC. in', hon. B., Anglesea 
T’aget, lord, Milborne Port 
Pallet, hon. Charles, Carnarvon 
Pa Ik, Walter, Ashburton 
Pa Ike, sir Lawrence, iMUt. Devon¬ 
shire • 

Palmer, col. jAhn, Bath • 
Palmerston, lArd, Newport, Hants 
Parnell, Henry, QueenN County 
Parry, Love P. J., Horsluou 
Patten, Peter, Lancaster 
I Puitfhon, John, Norwich 
Pcdley, John, Saltash [dhic ret 
Pool, nir Robert, /lait. Tamwoi 
Peirse, Henry, Northallciton 
I’elham, hon. C. A. Smcolnsliire 
Peiccval, hon. Spencer, North¬ 
ampton 

Percy, hon. .JoeeFine, Beeralston 
Percy, earl, Northumberland 
Petty, loid Henry, Camelford 
Philipps, Rd. AI msel, Suflbrd 
Phipps, hon. Edrn. Scarhotough 
Piggott, sii Arth. knt., Aiundcl 
Put, William Morton, OorKetsbiriE: 
Ploiniy- ''i|;Tho. kt,, Dimnton^ 
PrueJiiii, Charles, hamiskdlen 
Poei'ck, (L'orge, Biidgn iVr'^ 
Pole, hon. W.\Y., Duee.ii's County 
Pole, .,ir Ch Alortce, bt. Plymouth 
I'oliirjyftcm vise. Pontefract 
Poiismby, hon. G,, Coik \?oiiiity 
PunTinby, hnji. Fied., Ivdktmiy . 
Pupliaiir, sii Home, Ipswich 
lYireluT, J. Dupre, Old Sarum 
I’orcliesloi, loid, (.'rickh^e 
Poller, George, .Stockhridge 
Portman, \] Ih, J)or.«etsliire 
I'oWi'll, J. Kyna'toM, .Slirtip.shirc 
Power, Hd., vT’.'.teitoid County 
Praed, AVin. Kaiiliury [db'e rel 
Prie^Ji'-iu'Cliaile', bait. J.ondoa 
Pyi'e, Richard, New Radnor 
y it tie, lion. r. B. 'I'lppi laiy 
^idtcnej*, hon. sir J., W eyiuouth,, 
&e.* 

Pyrn, Pianns, Bedfordshire 


QuixV, hon. VVhndham, LioHuIck;. 
County 

Rainifr, TVter, Sandwich ' 

Pam, Abel, Wexford County 
Rdmsbottorn, Richard, Windsor* 
Rondlesham, lord, Bosfhfv 
Ri?J KU d son , W md, Arm » g h Con nty 
Ridley, sir M. White, NewcastJ« 
upim Ti^iifi 

Robeits, Abraham,. MMreester 
Kolmison, .John, Bishop’s Castle , 
'Robinson, bon. Fred., I?lj[)pg» 
j Rochfort^ GuFtanis, Westmeath 
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Roinilly, dr Sam., knt, Horsbam 
Ko$e, rt hon. Q., Christchurch 
O. S6utbafoptou 

Itoyitdii, vicouut, Ryesratc^ 
Eusseil, lord William.tTavistock 
Russel, Matt,, Saltasl^ [dble ret] 
Bsa^rM, Roxburghshire I 
Ryd^ ,"%«UBkhar^'iverton 


SA&tisauaV, sir Rob. hart, Brecon 
Aubyn, sirdohn, Helleston 
jSavage, Francis, Down 
^ville, Albany, Oakhampton 
Scott, rt. bon. sir W. kt., Oxford 
University 

Scudaroort, Rich. Phil, Hereford 
Sebriglft, sir John S.,Hertfordshire 
Seyuwur, lord Kc^rt, Carmar¬ 
thenshire • 

Shakespeare, Arthur, Richmond 
Sharpe, Richard, Castle Rising 
Shaw, Robert, Dublin City 
Shaw,*James, txindon 
Sheldon, Ralph, Wilton 
Sfielley, Henry, jun., J>wes 
Shelley, Timothy, New Shorebam 
Sheridan, rt ^on. R.B., Ivelchester 
Shipley, William, Flint 
Simeon, John, Reading 
Simpson, hon. John, Wenlock 
Stmson. George, Maidstone 
Sinclair, sir J. hart, Buteshire 
Sihjgleton, Mark, Eye 
Stoane, Wm., Orford 
StttffeH, Thomax Ashton, Andover 
Smith, Joshua, Devizes 
S|pjth, Samuel, Leicester ^ 
Smith, George, Wencl,ncr 
sinia. iohn, Nottjn,i,haiu 
Smith, Heni^, Caine 
Smith, William, Morwirb 
Smytli, William, Westtneii^i^ 
Sfteyd, Nathaniel, Cavan 
$pp|erset, lord A. M^pirnouthshire 
S^erset, lord C. MonmoTith 
Somerset, lord R. E. H. Glouces¬ 
tershire 

SamerTilie, sir M. bait., Meath 
Spencer, lord Francis, Oxfordsliirt* 
idenhop*^ W. S.,•Carlisle 

a yt}$)rth,J., Kingstou-upon Hull 
idey, Thomas, I^ncashire 
Stanley, lord, Preston • 
Stephens, Samuel, St. Ives \ 
Steward, Gabriel Tucker, WcV 
mouth, &c. • V 

Steward, Richard Tucker,•Wey¬ 
mouth, &c. 

Stewart, sir James, bart., Donegal 
^ ODhnty 


ves \ 
er, WcV 


Stewart, hon. C. W., Londonderry Villiers, right hon, J. C, Queen- 
County ■ borough 

Sterart, James, Tyrone Vyse, W. H., Beverley 

Stewart, hop. £d. Rich., Stanraer 

Stewart, boi. M. G. J. Kirkcud- Wallace, right l>on. T., Shaft&- 
brigiht I bury 

Stirling, sirlW. bart., St Ives Walpole, lord, King's Lynn 
Stopford, vile., Marlborough WalpOle, hon: George, Dungarvon 

Strahan, Anjlrew, Catherlogh Ward, hon, John W,, Wareham 

Strutt, Joseph Holden, Maiden Ward, Robert, Haslefriere 
StuaR, lord William, Cardiff Wardell, O, Ijoyd, Oakhampton 

Sumner, G. Hf, Surrey Warraiider, sir G., Jedburgh, &c. 

Siitton,|p. M., ScarWough wSdderburn, sir David, bart., St. 

Swann, Henry, Penryn Andrews, 

Sykes, sirM. M. bart., York VVelby, W. K., Grantham 

Symonds, Thomas P., Hereford Wellesley, riglit bon. sir A.,New- 

poit, Hants 

Talbot, R. Wogan,Dublin County Wellesley, lion. IT., I’yc 
Tarlton, Banastre, Liverpool Wemyss, Wrn., Fifeshire 

Taylor, Charles William, Wells Wentworth, Godficy, Tregony 
Taylor, M. Angelo, Ivelchester Wchtern. C. C., Malden 
Taylor, William, Barnstaple Wharton, John, Beverley 

Taylor, Edw, Canterbury Wharton, Richard, Durham City 

Tempest, sir IT.V. bart., Durhi|ni Whitbread, Samuel, Bedford 
Temple, car^ Buckinghamshiie Whitmore, Thomas, Bndgenortb 
Temptetown, vise., St. Edmund's Wigrarn, Robert, Fowey 
Bury Wigram, William, New Ross 

Thelliisson, O. W., Barnstaple Wilberforce, William, Yorkshire 
Thomas, George, Chicheslei* Wilder, Francis John, Arundel 
Th«ijtt>D ,*5ir 'li B, bk, Rochester Wilkins, Walter, Radnorshire 
7'hompson, Thos., Midhinst Williams, Owen, Great Marlow 

Thornton, Robert, Colchester Williams, Itobert, Dorchester 

Thornton, Henry. Southwark Williams, sir Robert, hart., Car- 

Thornton, Samuel, Surry narvonshire 

Thornton, Thomas, Grantham Willoughby, Hen., Newark-upou- 

Thynnii, lord .Iohn, Bath 'fn nt 

'Phynne, lord George, Wcobly Windham, right hon. Wm., Uigh- 
Tierney, rt.bon.G.,BandouBridge am Ferrers 

Tighe, William, Wicklow Winnington, sir T. E., Droitwich 

Titclftieldj^arcj. of,Buckingham- WotmI, col. Maik, Gatton 

shire Wood, Thomas, jim., Breconshire 

Townshond.lord J.,Knaresborongh Wortlej', J. A. Stuart, BoMsincy 
Tounshend, hon. W. A IV’hit- Wyndham, H. Pern uddock, Wdt- 
church shiro 

Tracy, C. H., Tewkesbury Wyndham, I'homas, Glamorgan- 

Tremajna, Jn. IJcarle, Cornwall shire 

Tudway, Cfoment, W'ells Wyndham, hon. 0, W., Sussex 

1‘urner, J. F., \thj|finc Wynn, sir W. Williams, bart, 

'Piirton, sir Tlioinas. ht. Southwark 

Tyrwhitt, 'Phomas, Plymouth W^rfl^^Th. Watkin Williams, 
- 1 , •'^Montgomeryshire 

VAND^-llEYnEN, n. 1 vistL^ Wynn, Glynn, Westbury 
Vansitfart, George, BerWRiiro 

VansiUart, rt. hoii. Nich., Old Yarmoc rn, carl of, T.isburne 
Sarjim Yorke, sir J. Sydney, St Germain’s 

Vaughan, hon. .h»hii, Cardigan Yorke, right hon. Charles, Cam- 
Vaughan, sir R. W. ht, Mcrion- bndgeshire 
etlishire 

Vereker, Charles, Tamcrick City 
Vernon, George G tichfiehl ^ 
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P-arl Camden » - - - 
Lord Eldon - - - - - 
Eiirl of Westmoreland - - 
Duke of Portland - - - 

Lord Mulgrave - - - - 
Earl of Chatham - - - - 
Earl Bathurst - - - - 
Lord Hawkesbury - - - 
Right lion. George Canning 
Lord,Castlcreagh - - - 


Right Hon. Spencer Perceval 


President of the Council. ^ • 

Lord High Chancellor. 

Lord Privy Seal. 

First Lord of the Treasury (Prime Minisyter), 
First Lord of the Admiralty, ' 

Master-general of the Ordnance. 

President of the Board of Trade. ^ 

Secretary of State for the Horae Department. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
Secretary of State for the Department of 
War and the Colonies. 

Chancellor and Under-Treasurer of the Ex¬ 
chequer, and also Chancellor of the 
DiAhy of Lancaster. 


NOT OF THE C^Bl^ET 


Right Hon. George Rose 


Right Hon. Robert Saunders Dundas - - President of the Board of Controul for the 

• • Affairs of India. 

Right Hon. George Rose. Vice-President of the»Bo«rd of Trade, and 

Treasurer of the Navy. 

Sir James Pulteney, Bart.. Secretary at War. 

Lord Charles Sowxse.t - , 

Right Hon. Charles ./ Jo'nt Pajn.aster-general. ^ . 

Earl of Chichester.i 

Earl of Sandwich - - - - / Jo^^^f^tmaster-general. 

William Huskisson, esq. ------ "I Secretaries of thi Treasury. 

Hon. Henry Wellesley - -- -- -- j / , 


Joint Paymaster-general. 


Sir William Grant 
Sir Vicary Gibbs 
Sir Thomas Plomer 


Master of the Rolls.* 

Attorney-General. 

Solicitor-General. 


Persons in the Ministry of Ireland. 


Duke of Richmond - Lord Lieutenanf* 

Lorjl Manners - -- -- -- -- Lord High Chancellor. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley ------- Chief Secretary. 

Right Hon. John Foster ------ Chancellor of the Hjeh^quer. 



























C OBBE.TT’S 

Parliamentarfy D e5ate§ 

During the Second Session of the l^uitli Parliament of the 
United Kingdom of Great “Britain and Ireland, and of 
the Kingdom of Great Britain theTwcnty-first> appointed 
to meet at Westminster, the Twenty-first Day ol‘January, 
One Tiiousand Eight Hundred and Eight, in the Fort^^-. 
eighth Year of the Aeign of His Majesty King GEORGiE 
the Third. 


__• HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday^ January 21, 1803. 

[The Lords CoMMiy.sioNERb^ Speech.] 
The Second Session of the Tourth Parlia¬ 
ment of the United Kingdom was opened 
this day, by coimnission ; the commis¬ 
sioners were, the archbishop of Cauterhu^y, 
the lord chancellor, and the earls Camden, 
Aylesford, and Bartniouth, At three 
oT'lock the lords commissioners took their 
seats upon the woolsack ; ami the Com¬ 
mons, pursuant to message, having aP 
tended, with their’9i)J\^^eker, at the bar, the 
Lord Chancellor informed them, that his 
Majesty had been pleased to direct his 
commission to certain lords, therein Jitimed, 
to open the session ; which commission 
they should hear read, and afterwards his 
majesty's most gracious Speech, The com¬ 
mission was then read by the clerk at the 
table ; after which, the Lord Chancellor 
read the Speech, as it here fbilows : 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

W,6 have received his majesty’s com¬ 
mands'to as^ui^ you, that in calling you 
t^ether at this important conjuncture of 
a^rs, he entertains the most perfect con- 
viction^ that he shall find in you the same 
detemhiatioift with Which his majesty him- 
gf-lf is animated, to upholci the homyur of 
his eroWft^ and the just Vi^ts and interests 
his people.—We are commanded by 
his majesty to int'orm that no sooner 


haii the result of the Negotiations at Tilsit 
confirmed the influence and controul of 
France over the powers of the continent, 
than his majesty was apprised of tile Ht- 
tention of the enemy to combirn^ 
po^t'ers fii one general confederacy, lo2ho 
directed either to the entire^subjugallon of 
this kingdom, or tcHho imposing uj^^)n his 
majesty an in.secure and jonominious peace. 
—That, for this pur|)^seTit was determined 
to force into hostility against ids majesty, 
slates which had hitherto been allowed by 
France to mapitain or to purchase tlietr 
neutrality, and to bring 1(4 beai;^against 
different points of his majesty’s doridniotis 
the wjjole of the Naval Force of Europe,* 
and specifically the F^tets of Portugal and 
Denmark. To j>lacc -those fleets out 
the po\Wr of .such a 

therefore the indisfAmsable dtUy of liis ma¬ 
jesty.—In* the* execution of this duty, so 
far as related to the Danish Fleet, his'mi;^^ 
jesty has commanded us*to assure you, tftif 
it was*with the deepest reluctance th^t hU 
majesty found himself compcll^ after 
earnest endeavours to open ^ ^gotiatm 
with the Danish government had failed, to 
authorize his commanders to resort to 
extren^ity of force ; but that he hias the, 
greatest *satisfecti\ ijtr congratolaiing 
upon the successful execution t)f ‘this 
ful but necessary service.—We aye 
mandeti further to aetjuaint you, that Jlte 
course which his majesty iad to purihio 
ij * 
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trith respect to Portu^l was happily of a 
!iatnre%mo,re ic^Vgenial to ^ij maj^ty^s 
feelings : That Uie timely and unreserved 
communication the Court of Lisbm of 
the demands an<|^esigns of Frandte, \’AiIe 
t«:onfinned to h(s*rnajesty the authcntfcity 
oTflie advices which Ke had received irom 
other quarters, entitled that cc>nrt tolhis 
majesty's (Confidence in the sincelaty of the 
assurances by which that communication 
was accompanied.-^The Fleet of l^rtugal 
was destined by France to be employed as 
tn instrument of vengeance against (ircat 
Britain ; that Fleet has been secured from 
the«grasp of France, and is now employ(^d 
in conveying to its American dominions 
the hopes and fortunes ot‘ the Portuguese 
monarchy.—His majesty implores the pro- 
.rectSon of Divine Providence upon that 
^nterprize, rejoicing in the preservation 
6( a power so long the friend ^id jdly 
of Great Britain, and in the prospect of 
its establishment in the NeW' World, 
with augmented strength and splendopr.— 
\Ve have it In command from his majesty 
to inform you, that the determination of 
' the enemy to excite hostilities between his 
majesty and his late allies, the emperor§ of 
Russia and Austria, and the king of Prus¬ 
sia, has been but too successful; and that 
tile ministers front those powers have de- 
mand^id and received their passports.— 
‘fiSs measure, on the part of Rdssia,* has 
, been attempted to be justified by a state¬ 
ment of wrongs and gmevances which have 
HO real foundation. The emperor of Rus- 
ii^ia had indeed pTbffwed his mediation be¬ 
tween his majesty and France; his ma- 
iesty flid not refuse that mediation; but 
hfe IS confident you will feel the propriety 
jof its lyt having been accepted, until his 
rngjesty shouhl^iave been enabled to as- 
* y.ei*tain that Russia was in a coiKij^ion to 
Inediatc impartially,* an.d imtil tlie {jrin- 
ciples and the basivS on which France w^as 
i»e£tdyJ|i(j^egotil».te veiT. n^adc^ kitown to 
bis majmy.-—No prdence of justification 
has been alleged for the hostile conduct 
^ the emperor of Austria, or for th»t of 
.bbi Pmssian majesty. His majesty has 
I bot ,givfen the slightest ground of com- 
Hkim to either of those sovereigns, nor 
;HVen at tne^oment when they have res- 

g rithdrawn their ministers have 
^ to his ma^sty any distinct 
bat prbcee^ng.—His j^najeaty 
dr that«C<yes of the Official 
h passed rieiween his majesty\s 
■ the minister for foreign 
i« Imperial mdjesty thfi empe- 


rdifVf Russia, pendi»g#h^ JJI^otiations at' 
Tilsit, as w’cll as of the Official Note of th* 
Russian minister at this court, which con* 
tain the ofier of his Imperial majesty's me¬ 
diation, and of the Answer returned to 
that Note by his majestv^*^ command ; and 
also Copies of the Official Notes of the 
Au.strian minister at this court, hnd of the 
Answers which his majesty commanded to 
be returned to them, shall be laid before 
you.—It is with concern that his majesty 
commands us to inform you, that, not¬ 
withstanding his earnest w ishes to termi¬ 
nate the war in wdiich he is engaged with 
the Ottoman Porte, his majesty's endea¬ 
vours, unhappily for the Turkish empire, 
have been defeated by the machinations 
of Fwince, not less the enemy of the Porte 
than of Great Britain.—But while the in¬ 
fluence ofi France has been thus unfortu¬ 
nately successful in preventing the termi¬ 
nation of existing hostilities, and in excit¬ 
ing new wars against this country, his ma¬ 
jesty cdnunandls us to inform you, that 
th^, king of Sweden has resisted every at¬ 
tempt to induce him to abandon his alli¬ 
ance with Great Britain ; and that liis ma¬ 
jesty entertains no doubt that you w ill feel 
with him, the sacredness of the duty which 
the firrnncs.s and fidelity of the king of 
Sweden impose upon his majesty, and that 
you will concur in enabling his majesty to 
discharge it in a manner worthy of this 
country.—It remains for us, according to 
iii^ majesty's commands, to state to you, 
that the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and 
Navigation between his majesty and the 
United States of America, which was con¬ 
cluded and signed by commissioners, duly 
Authorized for that purp ose, on the 31st of 
Dbq^ember 1800, kws* not taken eflect, in 
coi^equence of the refusal of the President 
of the United States to ratify that instru- 
mentf- For an unauthorizea act of force 
committed against an American ship of 
war, his majesty did not hesitate to offer 
immediate and spontaneous reparation: 
but an attempt has been made by the 
American government to connect with the 
question whith has arisen out of this act, 
pretensions inconsistent with the mari¬ 
time rights of Great Britain: such pre¬ 
tensions his majesty is determined never td 
admit. Jlis majesty nevertheless hopes^ 
that the American government will ac¬ 
tuated by the same desire to preserve thg 
relations of peace and friendship between 
the two countries, which has ever inffu* 
enced'his majesty's conduct, and that an^ 
difficulties in the discussion now depend^ 
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\ ing may be cflectMally removed.—I.Iisma-^ 

^ jesty has commanded us to state to you,' 
that, in consequence of the Decree by 
which France declared the whole of his 
majesty’s dominions to be iu a state of 
blockade, and subjected to seizure and 
confiscation the produce and manufactures 
of his kingdom, his majesty resorted in the 
first instance to* a measure of mitigated 
retaliation; and that, thi§ measure having 
proved inclFectual for its object, his majes¬ 
ty has since found it necessary to adopt 
others of greater rigour, which h^ com¬ 
mands us to state to you will ^'equi^e the 
aid of parliament to give them complete 
and efiectual operation.—His majesty has 
directed copies of the Orders which he has 
issued (with the advice of his privy council) 
upon this subject, to be laid before you; 
and he commands us to recomntend them 
to your early attention. 

'' Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

" His majesty has directed the Estiitiates 
for tae year to be laid before you, in the 
fullest confidence that your loyalty aiid 
public spirit will induce you to make such 
provision for the public service as the ur¬ 
gency of aftiiirs may require.—His ma¬ 
jesty" has great satisfaction in informing 
you, that notwithstanding the difficulties 
which the enemy has endeavoured to im¬ 
pose upon the Commerce of his subjects, 
and upon their intercourse with other na¬ 
tions, the resources of the country have 
continued in the last year to be so abun¬ 
dant, as to have produced both frdm ttic 
permanent and temporary revenue a receipt 
considerably larger than that of the pre¬ 
ceding year.—The satisfaction which his 
majesty feels asswed you will derive, ip 
common with hifftnajesty, from this pr^f 
of the solidity of these resources, c^iot 
but.be greatly increased, if, as his>rfaj?sty 
confidently hopes, it shall be found pos¬ 
sible to raise the necessary supplies for the 
present year without any material addi¬ 
tions to the public burdens. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We are especially commanded to say 
to you, in the name ol bis m^esty, that if 
ever there was a just and national war, it is 
that which his majesty is now compelled 
to prosecute.—lliis war, is in its principle 
purely defensive ; his majesty loqks but to 
the attainment of a secure and honourable 
Pcac^; but such a peace can only be ne¬ 
gotiated upon a footing of perfect equality* 
•—-The eyes ;of Europe and of the world 
^rc fixea upon the British parliament. If, 
as his majesty confidently trusts, you dia- 
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play in this crisis of the fate of the coun¬ 
try the pharacteristic spjrit of the^ritish 
nation, juA Tace unappallW tfle unnajural 
corrfcination which is ffs^jjnered around us, 
his majsiBty bids us to /ssure you of his 
firm persuasion, that, under the blessing 
of Divine Providelice,’flie struggle tWll 
proj'e ultimately successful and glorious to 
Great B^ain.—We are lastly commanded 
te assuiyyou, that in this awful and mo- 
mentouS contest you may rely upon tlia 
firmness of his majesty, who has no cause 
but that of his people, and that his ma* 
jesty reciprocally rdies upon the ^sflom, 
the constancy, and the affectionate sup«* 
port of his parliament.” • 

The commons having retired, the lords 
commissioners withdrew to unrobe. Lord 
viscount Lake and lord Gambier wer»yi-^ 
troduced with the accustomed formalitffesj.’ 
and took the oaths and their seats. The 
archbisRop of York and earl Grey, also 
took the oaths and their seats, 'flieir lord- 
ships then adjourned during pleasure. ' At 
five 8’clock the house resumelfi. His ma¬ 
jesty’s most gracious Speech was then read 
by the lord chancellor from the woolsack, 
and afterwards by the clerk at the table, 
after which 

The^iEarl of Galloway rose, and ad¬ 
dressed their lordships follows 
lords y after the Speech which your lord- 
shij>6 hare heard delivered by hx5 
jesty’s command, it is expected some 
member of this housjp should present him¬ 
self to your notice, to solicit that attftition 
which the importance ^ the subject de¬ 
mands ; and by endeavouring to obtain 
your cordial aoncurrence in an Address of 
thanks to his majesty, for his gracious 
communication, to mark your ap^moval of 
the sentiments it containsb. *I cau^assure 
your lordships I am perfectly aware of 
the indMequacy of my abilities to open 
subjects of the magnitude and importance 
of thoRO now offered for your disc^mjQ^ 
but you will separ^ite the frbm 

the cause, and, I trust, be disjJosed to ex- 
tenij^to the former that indulgence, ^dii^ 
it is ybur lordships invariable practic^^ 
do, at (he same time doing ample , justice 
to the serious import of the othen Lmust 
claim also your lordships indulgence in 
consideration of'my habits and pursuits, 
which have differed widely from those 
which are requisite to qnalify me to 
an adeifuate fo* an assemlbly lilte 

this; but again 1 trust this dcJS^ency oh 
my part will in some measure be supplied ♦ 
by tne egoodness of the cam I BaVe tp 

B 2 ! 
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adv^ce* X will not coniimme more of 
jfonr lord$hi[/^ time by a lon/pr pre¬ 
amble, sjqidsible' manyrCDlHe lt)rds 

Vill fee extremeljt anxious to" <leli\rsr their 
opinions also ; I therefore pr^icee^ to 
animadvert shortly upon the prominent 
fWnres of the Spe^eob,* leaving to others 
the detail, w^ho will be better able toj do 
justice to the same. In the first *nlace/niy 
^ lords, we ate informed in the speech, th;jt 
sogn after the Treaty of Tilsit f^ad an¬ 
nounced die dereliction of Russia to tlic 
cause she had espoused, his majesty's mi¬ 
nisters received the most clear and positive 
inforfnation, that it was tin; intoiition of 
the enemy to ejunpei the courts of Den¬ 
mark and Portugal to subscribe tlieir na¬ 
vies to a general confederacy about to be 
forrned against this country, and with a 
Yr&nptitude and decision tlnit does them 
lignite credit, they immediateiy resolved 
to frustrate so formidable a coinl:nnation. 
It is known to vour lordships that this 
has been dlected, with respect to Den¬ 
mark, by fo»ce of arms. Ibe hostile^sen- 
toeiits of that court, evinced in many 
ways during some years pa:st, lenrlercd 
fruitless every other mode of proceeding, 
It was an unfortunate cireumslrince, my 
lords, that the Danish fleet, the only ob¬ 
ject of our solicitude, should be encircled 
tEe walls of the capital, tliei cby caiis- 
iMrniisfortune, which every hum|itie ipind 
ti^ald wish ,tp have avoided ; but it is 
creditable to Uic arms of this country, and 
^meritorious in the dtlicers commanding 
the expedition, Jjiat every attempt was 
,mado to prevent a loss that was inevitable. 
As soon as success, my lords, enabled you 
i ,0 judgt for yourselves, you found verified 
prcjfliction of the government; an 
jfujyilled with every material 
^ ‘ magazines repfete with 

ascertained^ to have beei pur- 
by the agents of France, and 
detnonstr^ffons which could* not es- 
■^,dp9p6 thawjlp-ofseamgm that the fleet was on 
we of feeing fittea out. Tlie result 1 
3Ptpt .add; that fleet now safe and 
e in the harbours of England*<.r&dy, 
cessary, to be employed in her de- 
and by so many ships of ftie line 
^ Id \ymcWyt is composed, by so many de- 
J consider the- liberties of this 
.Invied country sccure.-^My lords, it is 
said p:,ihe speechf 'fhat to place 
; of' tbi^^ch of t^ confederacy the 
aniTDenmark was the 
l^^rablo duty of his rnjyesfy/' And 
, W; bwd it jrtwonred. 
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that a difference of opinion exists upon ^ 
this subject (not in the country), but with 
some members of your lordships' house. 
If that is the case, 1‘own 1 am curious <q 
learn the argument that is to be advanced. 

Is it possible, my lords, that any candid 
ci«d impartial person can doubt the para¬ 
mount necessity of this expedition? Per¬ 
mit me, my lords, to put the case llie 
other way, and to suppose that his ma¬ 
jesty's ministers?, confiding in what is 
termed the faith of treaties, and refusing 
all other evidence, had neglected to avail 
thems/lves of the naval superiority of this 
country to secure tlic Dani^sh fleet, what 
ivould have Ixuui the result Will any 
man doubt that the speech w'ould now di¬ 
rect us to prepare against a naval confe¬ 
deracy c/nnposed of a force equal to forty 
sail oi:' the. line, from supposing the inde¬ 
pendent monarch of Siieden had been 
able to remain a quiet spectator, and’that 
tins force w'as destined against the most 
vulneraVlc parts of our empire. My lords, 
woul^ iiot^ indignation have swelled the 
breast of every man in lliis country against 
a government so deficient and remiss ? 
Censure would then have lieen appro¬ 
priate ; and at present I cannot admit-it 
to be so; if the idea does exist. It is 
gratifying, my lords, to reflect upon the 
means employed to secure the navy of Por¬ 
tugal from the grasp of France, by recom¬ 
mending to that court to transfer the seat 
of their government to the Brazils ? It is 
gi*atifying to see one government of Eu¬ 
rope prefer emigration to submission to 
France, My lords, I consider that event 
(next to securing the Danish fleet) the 
most consequential that has occurred since 
commencement of 4his eventful war, 
an\j>rovided a strict friend ship and liberal 
pol^^)5^is pursued by both nations, the 
mostiliraencial result may be seen. It is 
gratifying also to reflect, my lords, that 
at the very moment when our merchants 
arc deprived of their Uade with Russia, so 
large a portion of the continent of Ame¬ 
rica is thrown open to their enterprise. 
Upon our Ijte Iraiisactions with Russia^ 
my lords, I do not mean to dwell ; every 
one of your loMships nmst have read his 
majesty « reply to the aspersions* of thf 
court of Petersbu'rgh ; ana every cau^did 
and imp&rtial mind must be satined that 
the conduct of England is justified a 
manner as honourable for the nation as 
creditable to those who frsoned that state 
paper i but, foy iorda^ I am spuciouato 
extract so^ goed # this mih * 
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forebodo a benefit to aiise to this country 
from the dereliction of Russia; 1 hope,* 
my lords, we shall become independent of 
her for ever. If the legislature of these 
kingdoms will grant a liberal bounty to 
encourage the cultivation of hemp and 
flax, botn at home and in the British colo¬ 
nics, ^Ye^nay yet live to greet the day of 
our quarrel with Russia, and even hail with 
satisl’action the inauspicious Treaty of 
Tilsit. Witli respect tefthe other pwets 
of Europe, my lords, with the single ex¬ 
ception of Sweden, they are prostrate at 
the feet of I’rance, and until K^jitional 
energy and spirit returns, they must obey 
the mandates of their domineering master. 
But the conduct and spirit of the inde- 
penJent niouarwli of Sweden merits every 
eiilogiiim ; may lie be successtnJ<^to the 
last, and may we grant him all mat aid so 
pointedly recoimiieuded by his majesty, 
and wliich such'‘constancy and couraS^ 
deserve ! I trust, my lords, a British foi\| 
will aid him in the Baltic, to defy his ene¬ 
mies, and that British gratitude will com¬ 
pensate any loss that he may be obliged 
to sutler, by transferring to him some of 
thpsp colonies we can so well spare, and 
•im»st soon take from our joint foes* My 
lords, 1 wish it was possible to animadvert 
with satisfaction upon the conduct of the 
United States of Amciica; local know¬ 
ledge, obtained by me at the early periods 
of the French revolution, enables me to 
form a very decided opinion with respect 
to that country, and I am soriy to#>ay,^ny 
lords, 1 cannot form a flattering one. J 
am, however, happy to learn, by the tenor 
of the speech, that it is not the intention 
of his majesty's government to concede 
one point moro*to that dlibcral andj^ 
judiced people. My lords, we mus^nake 
a stand somewliere ; and where cai^te do 
it better than in defence of our ‘^men 
and pur trade; wdtich they unequivocally 
demand ? If America prefers French al¬ 
liance to British connection, it is not in 
your lordships power to controul her 
choice; nor can you prevent that war, 
which I do not wish to s^e take place; 
but which, if it does take f/lacc, my lords, 
J, am confident, if pursued? by us with judg- 
^|Cnt*and reference to the American cha¬ 
racter and situation, ho man need fear. 
With respect to the. aflair of ttie Chesa 

r saike frigate, my lords, as a naval officer 
may bo permitted to be a little preju- 
^ ^iced, and* to bold an opinion in some 
;^ail degree diifering, perhaps, from his 
majesty’s government, ft is not, 


my intention 4o dispute the accur^y of 
their proclamation lately ^sued, upr.tho 
priiicipll ad*respect whidtria^ue^to na¬ 
tional Jiips of war,^ as^€pplicab,le the 
govcrnfients and mt}/m of Europe; but 
as merited by America/if all the detail^ of 
that transaction wa^s^bemre your lordshifis, 

1 arn inclined to thipk you yoursejves 
wohld question. However, my lords, whife 
tJie Ai^rican navy is confiiiM to a few • 
frigate^ the compenfJlation that has been 
made may not be of material import; 
hotv far it may a (feet us hereafter, time 
only can shew. But, my lords, mir chief 
conc'ern is with France, with whom*some « 
individuals w^ould make a. peace. I Iiave 
t£ikcn the liberty, my lords, to write down • 
some of her sentiments upon this subject, 
as desiTibed, in what we may call^her 
otficial paper, and wlierein she iniofinruf . 
you, conformably to her practice sineq tile 
earliest periods of her revolution, of the 
conduct she means to pursue,# and fi*om 
which she has never varied, but from iie-r, 
cesmty alone. She proclaims, my lords, 
I’hat she will not lay down her arras, 
but will augment her force, until she ha*^ 
cofujuered the liberties of the .seas, the 
hr.st right of all nations," in recom¬ 
mending to us an armed truce, which she 
calls a peace, she says, ^t^ialljggfeo 
until she chuses to proclahn anew tliie 
prjficipjips of her armed neutrality,* 
she permits you to proclaim your pffnT- * 
ciples of maritime law?" — Now, my 
lords, is this that vinfxich you arc willing^^ 
to accept as your pc;M;^llavo we already 
forgot llie peace of Amiens ? Do we wish 
to*see her seamen all restored, and the 
pendants of her ships going up, v#ienour« 
will necessarily be coming doi|n ? Never 
will 1 believe that the gpod seiis^of thiii 
country'will entertain the idea of peace# ^ 
until •nv^ideration ipip'ks the conduct bf 
this enemy, for his professions are no^- 
worthy of reflection. I am glad 
great commercial ejit^ 

1 hope her opinions and esifople will 
imitated by others. My lords, althouj* 
the* arms of Europe may appear m 
side of France, I c^pot belieyprthem 
hearts are against this coniiti*y^,If wo 
remain firm and unappaUed^Ms recount* 
mended by ffis majesty and 
by hiihseli, some balance may yetne pre* 
served in Euro^; if we yield, 
can foresee theVontspquences* Havi| 
now, my lorda, though in a^vary ini 
quate manner, animadverted open tJi% 
promi«ient foatncea of tho fipeiibhl I ihiU 
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cbhcjbde my address to your lordships, in 
%h|at l^ay be Jeyned a trite an^ rommon 
^lanber; 6tft is neither, on liat ac- 
the less ajlj[tfopriate nor rlquii^d. 
I allude, my lorfcNo my hope^ that I 
inay receive the ‘nnanimous concurrence 
^6l^our lordships fo the*Address 1 am about 
to propose. Parliament was never asseypi- 
bled, my lyrds, at a period whe'iythe ex- 
tmple of unanimity would be s(^encfi» 
^ial: I therefore solicit it* To n\rk to 
tlie enemy we are unanimous in our opQo- 
«ition to him; to manifest to the people 
of this Country we are unanimous, when 
thei^j Ifirst and most essential interests are 
concerned; andh to shew to his majesty 
that undiminished respect and attachment 
so^ much his due; to do our duty, my 
lor^i^ in imitation of him, who through a 
l«mg, arduous, but a glorious reign, has so 
<»hspicuous!y done his.—^The noble carl 
concluded by moving an Address*to his 
Mf^sty, '(^hich Address was, as usual, an 
echo of his majesty's speech, and nearly 
the same as that which wc insert in 1;his 
day's proceedings of the house of com* 
mens. 

Lord Kenyon rose, and in a speech of 
tome length supported tlje address. We 
have tso express our regret that the tene of 
VCiige^A-aS -c-s in which the noble lord 
delivered himself, as to render it inaudible 
J qjg # **the bar. We understood <tnm * to 
decisiiiely the Expedition to Den¬ 
mark, as a nieasure^£»f wise and vigorous 
artd one productive of the most 
a^utary conseque^wwa; sentiments which 
he thbught must be felt by every indi¬ 
vidual in the kingdom. He also adverted to 
thife imptipciplea and ambitious projects of 
the enem^ among which he included the 
immincllx danger*of Turkey, a consider- 
i^ation which he seemed to think worthy 
Vf the serious attention of the •lifritish 
government. He thought the address, 
)ie recolle cted language held out 
dSyemitffiiteK lordla^snccessive periods, 
hibt cohsistently meet with oppo- 
l^n from any quarter. He also advenjed 
Jfc^dispute with America, and applauded 
with which his majesty's minis- 
themselves in not sur- 
naval rights of the country 
as of tiiose perfple ; and con- 
that all trifling diff^- 
t m Vtbuld,yn this occasion, 

! ptthiic ipod, and that all 
would unanimous in 

felt as mtfch a« 
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^tiy noble lord in the house the vast im¬ 
portance of their coming to an unanimous 
vote upon the present occasion, and there¬ 
fore he was sorry that not the least tittle 
of information had been given to one of 
the most material points in his inajesty^s 
speech, as the want of that information 
might render the unanimity extremely 
doubtful. The point he alluded lo was 
tlyj expedition tp Copenhagen, and he 
could not enforce its importance in stronger 
terms that those which his majesty had 
been a^ised to make use ot in his speech ; 
for it /as therein stated, that it was with 
the utmost reluctance that the orders had 
be.en given; but of the nature of the 
cause for surniountingthat reluctance, and 
attacki^jg eveti the capital of, he might 
say, an s^)V) their lordships were left in 
perfect ignorance, and to all apj)caranco 
were so to remain; for although it was 
rrfniced that orders had been given for 
I?^ying various other papers before parlia¬ 
ment, not a single document relative to 
Denmark was alluded to. The noble lord 
w'ho moved the address had said, he should 
listen with curiosity to any arguments 
which might be attempted against that 
transaction; for that noble lord he had 
the highestrespect, and consequently could 
entertain no doubt but he sincerely ap- 
proved of an action which he so much ex¬ 
tolled ; but then, he must suppose that 
noble lord had been made acquainted with 
those particulars, and that information, 
which He thought the whole house was 
entitled to have, nay, ouglit to have, be¬ 
fore they came to a resolutimi for the 
approval of such a measure. The noble 
(li^e said, he did not wish it to be uncler- 
swSd that he meant to coildcmu the expe- 
dicioi^: for, perhaps, if he w as as w'ell 
informe»v^as he presumed the noble lord 
must life, he might be as great an advocate 
for it as the noble lord himself; but until 
he had sufficient reason, he could not bring 
his mind to approve of attacking a power 
with whom we had been so long in amity, 
and who had given so many instances of at¬ 
tachment to thf^ country; and therefore, aSs 
no information was either offered orpromis- 
ed, he should movjs as an Amendment to the 
Address, " Thatthc whole paragraph ap¬ 
proving t|je late expedition to Denmark 
should be omitted.*'* There were other 

E arts that he clid not entirely approve, but 
e would not detain their lordships by ani- 
inadverting upon them at pftesent, and 
therefore concluded by moving the above 
amendment. 
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Lord Sidmouth began with expressing hw 
regret, that the speech had not been so con- 
gtructed as to ensure the unanimity of alL 
parties, lie lamented that ministers had 
not abstained from introducing topics upon 
which a difference of opinion was likely to 
prevail. He fully agreed with the noble 
baron, who seconded the motion, that it 
was desirable in the highest degree, that 
all minor contests should be absorbed ‘in 
the great contest in which we were en¬ 
gaged. He lamented exceedingl}r, that 
he found it impossible to conci^in the 
expressions of afiprobation whicn* were 
unfui'tunately introduced in the adless; 
but hi‘ coufd not, consistently wi(lyhis 
duty to his sovereign, or his respefx for 
his own character, concur in a^Jroving 
what had taken place at (J^enha)^ii, 
without further information. On tliat *o- 
inentous measure, he trusted ministWs 
would yet be able to lay such docum^s 
before the house as would justify,an entfei'- 
prize deeply involving the honour and cha¬ 
racter of the nation. The noble eaiT had 
set t)ut- with stating, that Denmark, for 
several years past, had indicated an hostile 
. disposition towards this country. In what 
' were these indications nianifestedf Were 
they indicated in the conduct of that power 
when the British fleet entered the Baltic ? 
At that time the Danish army was in 
Holstein, prepared to resist the ’French, or 
any other po\vcr that should attempt to 
violate their neutrality. Was the Dafiish 
navy prepared either to make or repel an 
attack ? He should be told, that the quan¬ 
tity of naval stores collected in the arsenal 
of Copenhagen w'as a proof of the hostile 
intentions of tjjat court. These, it j^as 
said, were collected on account of Rj^ce, 
and for French purposes. But thep«t:ould 
not have been the motives of nie^ expe¬ 
dition to the Baltic. When did this per¬ 
fect understanding between Denmark and 
France take place ? Was it before qr after 
the peace of Tilsit ? The Definitive Treaty 
between France and Russia was sighed on 
the 8th of July, and lord G^mbier entered 
the Baltic on the 3d bf August, This cir¬ 
cumstance was suffic?>ent^to prove that 
ministers did not act upoKny information 
they had obtained of the secret engage¬ 
ments entered into ^between Pirance an^ 
Russia, and in whiclTthey would have it 
to ne understood Denmark concurred. To 
justify, thefcfore, the attack upon Copen¬ 
hagen, it ought to have been prov^ed that 
the danger was a danger of great ma|]^i^ 
ti^de, and such as could not be w^dedoff 
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by any other means j. fot certah^> th# 
cakmily'anflicted was nhpi^eiporfloiied to 
the eJamity aDprehetmed. He 
for tUJhonour of th^iitioii, it would 
made evident that diefjdanger was gr.eat. 
lie could iiOt give his»assent thet^flipi- 

nion, that if Holstein were occupied 1^ 
the French, Zealand would be at aheir 
mercyj/ Nothing but such*a frost as’* 
woulcyrender the Great Belt passable by 
an army, could have endanger^ the safety 
of that island. He had conversed with 
many naval and militaiy persons of great 
experience, and they fully acquiesced in • • 
this opinion. His lordsiiip used many 
other arguments to prove the impractica- • 
bility of the French getting to Zealarid, 
and thereby obtaining possession oJJ Vne 
Danish fleet; but, supposing they ha^ hfe - 
would not so derogate from the valpw, 
the activity, and the exalted .character of 
the British navy, as to admit for one mo¬ 
ment, that any well-grounded apprehen- 
on^was to be entertained fscun the addic¬ 
tion of 16 sail of the line to the maritime 
strength of the enemy. The ship^ were 
much inferior to British, French, or Spa¬ 
nish : but it was not ships, but men, tjiat 
this country wanted. If our dangers were 
not ificrcased by the ^tackjm oailejien^ 
hagen, those of our aTIy certainly were. 
Did ministers never contemplate 
si^ility of that measure Jjeing retorted 
upon powers for w hich ^ ^y fe^l inte¬ 

rested? had theyWapprehensioa 
Russia, France and j^mark might be 
brought to coalesceagainst Sweden 
llaving briefly touched upon them in the 
commencement of his speech, he Would not 
lay any further stress upon th^fontradic- 
tory statements respectilp^ tbe^easures 
which w^ere adopted in consetjju^ce, oiimih 
the r«ult of the negotjatioiis of 1 ilsit* He 
should Tiave been more di^osed to ap¬ 
prove yvhat they, had done in the 
if they had acted 
had attacked Cromtadt, taMn 
of the Russian navy,apd by such 
tei'^rizG made us tne undisputed 
of that sea, such an act would b^ji^eea 
consiStentwith the magnapimityi^^wfcic^ 
and it was much more pr a i Mw ole 
might be conceived* Au the^hsmr^ firoto 
tlie accession of king WilUarp to 
sent hour* in wl^h this country wawna 

gagedt had hcen^ur^d open me 
pie of upholding &w of 
this was particularly ,ihe mm 
' to the which 

which had continued With |itfle intenifl?r 
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«Wt 6iilce» From that grcaUprinci- 
fi^ lie no deviafiohf Vn tl!e,se 

4^ftds> ttherefoit, he eould not, with the 
|)re3se4a:t means of ilift>simation whiclVhe had 
, m the subject,votcfj^yr a^n uiujnal ificcl appro- 
of the expedition to Copenhagen, 
^ri^erewas one part of the address, howev’^er, 
from ^hich he could not withhoM his dn- 
' qualified approbation. lie could nV speak 
in terms of adequate applause of tl\ cmi- 
igr^tion of the court of Lisbon. It was a 
measure which reflected immortal honour 
upon tht sovereign of that country, and 
whi^ promised the greatest advantagi .s to 
England, itot hiwncdiately indeed, but ulti¬ 
mately. That measure, in every view wh ich 
he had been able to take of it, opened the 
cheering prospect to this nation, 
regard to the dispute with America, 
Oft the question of bur maritime rights, he 
thought the.,govennnent had acted Visety 
in the lateftJrderissued by them, in whic h 
they, did not insist on the right to search 
«hips of war.* We should not be carried J 
away with an idea of our povver; and om* 
mtrictive policy should be commensurate 
to the exigency of the case. He wislied 
it had been long befoi*e made known that it 
W«ts not right to search ships of war on the 
recommended to 
mintisti^rs to inquire into the state of the 
JUjjHHhidia colonies; and to aflbiid tl:yE;m 
some iielief irv their distressed situation. 

noble viscoiint^advertinir to the sub¬ 
let etf peace, took occasion to applaud 
the cohduet of a«i4^1e lord.(Milton) in 
Yorkshii^, who had exalted his character, 
by dissuading the people there from p(?£i- 
tfoing peace. There was ho grourul 
for ewKnjI in question' the disposition of 
«ninitite#(^o mSk^ peace, wheti it could be 
»done with security and honour to the 
The way#to restore peat€ w as, 
to adopt a pl^ of expenditure tnat should 
ehity on die war, ahd to con- 
^ hopelessuteRS of his 
ling it^ith a view of ruining our 
It Wasih v4m to look for 
ace, hnless a militaiy systeni should 
d, that wouldi be aiails^te‘ih 
'1 as in war. The noble 
. that he fcouid not concib* 

Ae estj unless the'paVt alluded to 



the ex- 
iltid ttiaiiftained, 
;Wii was a ledding pnh* 
lliw of nadpiis. There Wanted 
^ jnaMlitv«<if the 
Verifnent itsist tbe pbwer of 
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f'rance, and the determination of the latter 
power to compel it to join in hostility 
against this country, than their joining tlife 
Northern confederacy, in 1801, and al¬ 
leging as a reason for it, their inability to 
resist the power of Russia. It was in vain, 
therefore, to urge, that Demnarfv might 
have resisted the power of France, and 
thus draw an inference against the expe¬ 
dition, as it vvas*c^ icleui she could not; 
added to which, she had repeatedly evinced 
hostility against this country, i^luch had 
been jffid against the cxtvuoulinai y and 
unprecedented nature of this exjjt ililion; 
bute^iore was a precedent of a very recent 
da\„ in the ctmduct of the lute admlni.s- 
tratfon. with respect to Turkey; and he 
did ndrt^ceive it more prohubie that the 
Tiiffkish should sail into the English 
chunnel than the Danish, 

/Lord Grenville rose and spoke as fob 
.•'—There are so many piiints, my lord •, 
in the spvech which has been this day de¬ 
livered to the house, that appear to me 
necessary to be iulvcrted to, that 1 should 
do injustice to my feedings if I did not en¬ 
deavour to state them to your lordsh-iys. 
No noble lord could come into this house 
with a more anxious wish and expectation, 
with a more sincere desire than 1 did this 
night, that at a period like the present, 
cveiy petty contest and private diflcreucc 
should be sacrificed to the greater object 
of unanimity, in an address to the throne. 
At^ pei iod which, as the speech expresvses 
it, may be called the crisi.s of our fate; 
wJien it becomes iiow^ a question, >vhcthcr 
the British empire, the growth of so many 
affes; whether the British constitution, 
w^^ch has for so long a period promoted 
andftxtended the interests and happiness 
of tHb\|^pire, whether these shall now^ be 
overthiown and crumbled into ruins. At 
.such a pciiod, 1 was led anxiously to ex¬ 
pect, it wiis my most earnest wash and de¬ 
sire, that every petty triunqih, that every 
little feeling, would have been given up 
and merged im ihe great cause of tne coun¬ 
try ; that tho^house would not have been 
called upon to'pledge itself upon disputed 
points, or to a^ove of measures without 
any evidence ofWieir necessity or utility. 
It iVas to jiave b^n expected, particularly 
from those who wtO' tne friends of our il- 
lustrioUH i^tat^sman, now no more (Mr. 
Pitt), ^hbse nafoe can never be mentioned 
withoiit that tribute which h iiute to bis 
gi^eat and exhlted merits, that they would 
hftVe his e^fample, in abstaining 

fibin those points which so immediately 
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t:<irKl to prevent that unanimitvso desirable 1 duced, eitabling* yonr lordships to jujfee of 

. .t. . ^ • “o__ ___ • _ 


at the present crisis. From the commence- the nec^sity oft 
ment of the war in the year 17^3, down said* miflSrOs, in 
to the termination of the" administration of of Kurole and of 


that illustrious statesman, in no speech de¬ 
livered to parliament at the commencement 
of a session were parliament called tipftn 
to pledgt themselves in support of mea¬ 
sures, without evidence before them of the 
propriety or utility of siiph measures ; in 
no case were they called upon to approw 
of measures, before the papers relatinj^to 
them were fuoduced, whereon a judgment 
might be fonnod, according to the e^ence 
of the ease. Yet, in this instanceVave 
ministers, departing tVoni so .saluN>jl^ a 
rule, and in violation ot every priilcj^le 
that ought to a<'tinitf‘ tlnur ('onduey^Jmon 
such an occasion, not only ca^tf tVon 
parliament to approve of meas^'cs wlimdi 
nothing but absolute necessity could jtJ^ 
tif;y, and respecting the necessity of whi A 
not a tittle of evidencie is produced, b^f 
have x*\ou cali-tjii^npoii pnrliamejtt to ap¬ 
plaud other measures uovv, respecting which 
papers aiVhereafter to be produced, upon 
^ivhicl^’Wbne the propriety ol‘such mea- 
can bo justified. Thus have they 
'^^alied upon this’ house to approve of the 
expedition to (’openhayen, although not 
the sligJitest evidence betbr<‘ your lord- 
ships, to enable you to judge of its neces¬ 
sity, and to congratulaK* his majesty on 
the refusal of the Russian mediation, res¬ 
pecting which the documents, proving the 
grounds of that refusal, and upon* whfch 
alone we can form our judgment, arc pro¬ 
mised to be laid before the liouscr Even 
were we to give our approbation of the 
former measure without any^ evidcni^ 
before us, it wcfbld be no sanction^^t 
would be no testimony of its necessUjj^or 
its policy ; for even a righteous jujilgment 
would be an unrighteous one, if ^iven 
without evidence ; nor can 1 conceive any 
thing more incongi'uous, than to call upon 
your lordships already to approve of a 
measure, before the documents respecting 
it, which are promised, are Ihid beibrethe 
house. With respect; to A?nmark, my 
lords, 1 have hitherto refrainfe^l, as was ray 
duty, from e^tpressing an ; I have 

refrained from even fosJTing an opinion, 
willing to believe that t^e were circum¬ 
stances which justihed-^Aie expeSition to 
Co|3enhagen, and anxiously expecting, that 
at the meeting of parliament, evidence 
respecting those circunastancea would be 
laid before your lordidlipa^bnuae.;^ or> at 
least, that sonie information would be pro- 
Voi.;X. —-- ' 

Aea«. 


of that nir£^ta*e. 


in the spe^fiftlfat the^eyes 
of the-vmrlcl are fixed upon 


- the Brilish jiarliamyu.* Tliere is on the 
it continent of Europe^ Aeat reliatice in the 
n integrity and in life ji^fice of the Bril^h 

- parliament; they look with anxiety for its 

e decision Jiipon the motives and^ the policy ^ 
[1 (ff that /xpedition. Jt has already made 
e an impression throughout the continent 
0 unfavourable to this country. How much 
it greater wnll that impression be, ifparlia- 
e inent gives its decision, approving of that 
e expc dition; and still mot e, if it doe# so, 
a without any evidence or iitfonnation upon 
c the subject, W hat must then be the opi*. ^ 
fi nion on the continent of Europe, when 
u they hud the British parliament not #%ly 
fi a]i]>roving of.such an expedition, but 

- iug their approbation without gn iota 3f 
k cv idcn(^e before them, without the siightest 
I information that could lend establish 

- its justitication ? ^\'hen 1 iirst heard of the 
h fxptfdilion, 1 conceived that •there might 
ti exist circumstances to justify it, although 
* none but those of the most urgent nature 

y could. 1 receivefl, at a considerable dis- . 
t* tance from town, his maje.sty^s Declarati^jn 
it rc\spec|ing that expedition, and found that 
. secret articles were 'MririWiimlhr 

. Treaty of Tilsit, which proved the deter- 
:i niiixitiot> to form a hostile corifedPf^ggHiii 

- against this country, of which BenrnsSrk 

0 was to form a part. came the I>e- 

claration respecting Russia, in whil^ w0*«i 

- were told not of secreJUSM»tic)es, but of ar- 
n rangements made at Tilsit; and now the 
a speecli, which wo have this day heard, says 
^ not one word about either. Wtten the 
t giounds upon which the ex{||^tion to 
r Co|>enhagen‘ is justified, aiyq fltus ed,* is 

t it not of the utmost importance, that wo « 
1 should^have some information as to the 
/ real state of the case ? We find ministers' 

1 making* a stmng asserti on in theouM^i^. 
a that assertion is aftcypifewKI^^ 

^ now, isnot atall mentioned in tlCspce^^Jh 
K day • namely, respecting the secret artist 
/ cles^or arrangements at Tilsit,- 
f formed the ground-work of the justiiUilioil 
a of the Copenhagen expedition, anewet no 
, in formation upon the subject before 

the house. Ministers have asseH^ 

3 there vi^ere secret articles in the 
t Tilsit, afieotin^ tllk interests of this 
B and th^freneh g%ernpoteiit have asseitSJj 
B that there^ were Hete^ was w " 

t challengfs^ > and it waif inchmbent 

- raiifistep to prove fl^eir lorti^r ass|pfiien 
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they halve not aitert^pted to do, 
re give* up the ass^ertioite in the 
i«j)eech. I aware, that VifeA) mfght 

be drcunristaiieS which would mpdra- 
Uvely justify an e^ediiion like that to 
, Copenhagen ; it down by the mo&t 
S^p{,roved writers •'ea the law of nations, 
^at where you have certain evidence of 
the intention of an enemy to upoA a 
** neutral territory, neutral vessels, ^jr prcK 
petty, buch neutral being incapable of 
tlBsi^tlng, and thereby to place you in im- 
minoat danger, you nave a right to seize 
such nefttral territory, vessels, or property, 
in oijler to insure your ownSafety. The same 
writers, howevep, stale the dreadful conse¬ 
quences which would result from tlie ap¬ 
plication of sitch a doctrine, unless the im- 
pewj^ive circumstances are clearly proved 
/diM accurately dt fined ; the danger Ought 
w be clearly established, and the incana- 
biiity of the neutral to defend itself. \Vc 
are "told Hi the speech, that his majesty 
had information that France intended to 
collect a large force to bear against*thi*^ 
country. My lords, can any one of ns 
doubt this, or that this country would be 
equally desirous to bring a large force to 
bi*ar ^igaimt Fmnce ? But how does this 
beAr upon the point ? Even if D-mark 
to a treaty against this 
country, could that be a justification for 
her fleet or her territories ? sWe 
SBW how France has acted upon this 
principle on Naples which be- 

^am^a party to uie coalition against 
France, which 1 tin^is lost to its sovereign 
for over; and m the case of Hesse, 
wheie there was only a suspicion (hat 
the s<l%erelgu wa^^ favouralde to the 
cauiiv coalition against France. 

It is iHRd, Vox^ever, that the hostility 
, of Denmark is ch‘arly proved; and in 
what manner ? hecaitse her fleeUwtts in a 
itate of preparation, and because ahe had, 
aLddfe rent times, evinced a hostHa feeling 
With respect to 
^her fleet, tw it not natural, w hen ail the 
powers around her tvere at war, that she 
be in a state of prepantion ?*But, 
if I am not grossly misintbimed, 

L that being the case, the greater 
Danish ships w<tc laid up in 
"Upon this pan of the subject, 
^ I trust that parliaintmt will call 
^formation, as m Ais respect infor** 
ktion may be easily/btamed, iftid may 
itainly te imparted without the slightest 
As to the acts evincing the has- 
iMiMhig of Denmark, is it to ^e eon- 
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tended, that acts, long since buricfl in obli¬ 
vion, arc now to be raised up again to 
prove the hostility of Denmark ? Is it be¬ 
cause she was hostile in HOI, that shd 
must be hostile in 1807? But, it is said, 
that Denmark was not d!S}>osed to resist 
thh demands of Fraiuc, ami yet it was 
owing to her sending her tioops into Hol¬ 
stein to resist the encioacliincnts of Fiance, 
that our expedition conquered Zealand, 
and seized the l^anish fleet. It is said, 
liowevcr, that, hud Dcnuitukbeeu disposed 
to resist France, she wnu unable; and an 
infer^’C of this natuie lias been diawn 
from! an allegation, stated to have been 
nrciA^by that power in 1801, that she* 
jol4l the coalition against this countiy, 
be^wic she was unable to resist the power 
This statement, 1 am inclined 
k.^ incorrect. In those transactions 
iif 1801,1 boro apart, until about February 
March in that year ; and I am positive 
no such Declaration was then made by 
Denmark, nor do I tliink, fr >m the facts of 
the^case, that it could be made aftemards; 
because Denmark was not incidentally 
drawn into the coalition, but was mam 
instrument in forming the league 
although she might make such an assertior 
for the purpose of softening her conduct 
towards England, yet it does not at all 
bear upon the present case. It is con¬ 
tended, howTver, that if the French troops 
occupied Holstein, Zealand must fall of 
course ; but this is not at all jiroved. On 
th8 cofitmiy, there are between Holstein 
and Zealand two passages of the sea, tho 
one SIX and the other sixteen miles wide, 
wiiich a French army must cross to invade 
2^aland, and where they might be met with 
eSj^t by British or Dankh ships. If it is 
to W^ontended that Zealand must fall, if 
Hollt^ were occupied by French troops, 
it might^as well be said, that En^and must 
be conquered by the French, because they 
occupy the continent of France, there being 
only a channel 21 miles broad between 
Dover and Calais, only five miles wider 
than the parfage between Holstein and 
Zealand. I tm aware that the latter pas- 
sage is sometilbes frozen over; but still the 
difficuitie.sisEiH|^sporttng a large army over 
such a breadth!# ice, and with all thearti- 
des necessary fA^ch a force, Would be a 
most msupembleohaiacte.—Tims, the ctse 
with resped to Denmark rests entirely 
upon assttiD^mls in the ftwrt instance, 
wdiich «fre aillerwards magnified into asser* 
tioxsii^ Ksid «t length introduced, by mifiis- 
4g«% m 6M(iut0 tto tina 
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day to parliament; a conduct highly re¬ 
prehensible, and deserving the severest 
reprobation. It has been argued, how¬ 
ever, by the noble earl* who spoke last, 
that the expedition to Copenhagen had a 
precedent in the expedition to Constan¬ 
tinople. If it is meant to be contended, 
that the^xpedilion to Constantinople was 
an instance of bad faith, how is tliat to 
justify another instance of had faith ? If 
the late ministers were >Vrong in advisiflg 
the expedition to Turkey, let them be con¬ 
demned ; but dp not let them h^ve tht? 
mortification of having it quoted Ik a jus¬ 
tification of an act of bad faith. Th^j^cts, 
however, are, that the expedition t^Tur¬ 
key was chiefly in conformity wiij,^he 
treaty with Russia, and tliat its obj^^j^'as, 
not to seize the Turkish fleet, b^^,^oT^m- 
pei tile execution of treaties.-Jwith Vs- 
pect to the other points of the speecll I 
cannot help lamenting, that, on the subjejit 
of peace, it should be so worded asio 
induce a belij^tthat peace would rejected. 

Upon this^ubjS?? the noble viscount (^id- 
mouth) hp nearly anticipated ail the argu- 
mentes^ich 1 meant to urge. When we 
i^piate the crisis in which we are pla- 
^ and the information derived fi'om the 
'‘"speech, by which we learn, tliat in addi¬ 
tion to the hostility of Fiance, Spain, Hol- 
kiul and iUily, wiiich we knew before, 
Russia, xkustria and Denmark aie also hos¬ 
tile, and Portugal lost, we surely may be 
excused for considering, whether any means 
ex' / oi‘ obtaining a just atid hoooursfcle 
j>i/acc. I agree perfectly in the praise 
given by the noble viscount to the noble 
ioi'd (Milton), who, inspite of clamour and 
delusion, manfully declared .sentimente 
which evinced adjust and magnanimou^^s 
w'eil as a judicious and C4>rrect min^ 1 
would be the last to call in opleltion 
the right the jieople to petitionA^^ut I 
dp HOC think that peace is to be obtained 
by petitioning Clic throne. Petitions of 
ouch a nature ai^ injurious, not because 
they impart to Bonaparte any new fact 
wkh respect to 4he eiluati^ of the coun- j 
try; Jaut, hecavwe they tema to convey to 
life enemy an exaggerateiU^reaentatk^ 
pf that situation, which tends to 

l^etard* than acceler^ i^ce. Ansdety 
fimsc, however, ^tiaturatiy be nixkhitced, 
when in addition tojIfaC' enemiSi already 
enumerated^ when nearly the wh(de coast 
of the 4[roiitment is ^hostile ahoie^ we find 
4hat therein a fitobabiU^^of a war with 
file United Slates of Anonerica. •^Sholi an 
aaaaaiiipied 


every eii^rgy of % ‘wbiUdjijt ^ 

same time one cannot«help )ooki|| for¬ 
ward mt% ^reat anxietyiri^fitte 
With wgard to the, twiF prQiiositipiis as¬ 
serted |y ministjcrs ;^r^t, that should 
not enter into a nggJiHation, unless jhe 
basis of that negptNion be previofifiy 
stated ; and, secondly* thajt wc should not 
avail oysclvcs of the mtdioliou of any 
powefyiiot perfectly or • 

pectecr of partiality to the enemy, I can¬ 
not conceive any thing raqre preposterous. 
The second proposition is peculiarly unt^on- 
able, because we do not accept % medhi^ 
tor as an umpire, bujt merely as a medium < 
for fecilitatin^ our communications 
the enemy. If the mediator be partial to ^ 
the enemy, what injury can resujt to us i 
we are not bound by his sentiments i^and 
we may avail ourselves of his interpi^A,, 
tion, by rejecting which we xjaay prpvoJle 
him t(f declare against us. £fuch, pre¬ 
cisely, has been the case with Respect to 
Russia. That there might be re^aapn^ % 
^rejefiting the mediation of Russia, and 
Vc had the riglit to make jthat rejection,' if 
adequate reasons existed, 1 do not mea^ 
to deny* But let us not promulgate new 
doctrines, which are equally irreconcilet 
ahfe with practice and principte. Now, 
as to &e first propo^itj^U^^ 
in the whole histoiy of InJs country* or of 
th€;negotiatiouiS of otiicr ciyiliae^ ***^5g;^ 
no precedents can be fonmt austain^^lSr^ 
If ministers can produc 5 ^, 4 jpe one uuitance 
in which the statem^jfft of a basis ha^s^beeuL^ 
insisted upon, as a prejiiuniiaiy to iiegociar 
fion, I pledge myself to produce ten in* 
stalwes f>f a contrary practice; and, p to 
file precedent of‘ the last n^ookition, I 
^ould draw from it quite a dklb'ent con- 
clufiou fi-om that wnicl^ ihlni^ia 
disposed to press; for 1 tlilnk it must he 
miMujbti fiiatthe caj^^Ohat negociatinU^ 
prnv^h^iwmhmportatk it Uto the object ojf 
a nogoalation to obtain the previous : 

naent of a basis-'' ' 

a ihaAter of no consequcnc^T and opgltt ^ 
jaot to he inaiated uponAs to tfiat tapiej.* 
of me speech whidLr^ate^ to Portuga^l^r. 
uppeap to me, fiiat mhuj^ters hayejpprcn ^ 
ciated^thesubject very erroneoiui^l^^e^^ 
The simple questions are, \m 

lost, and whaUwve we gained 
gration^fithSconrttotheiBra^ Wjkhavo 

loat, as a pubUeail^.(^ the enemy reel 
Atated,^<tvi^ of importatk } 

lar whoto co^ist of dje 

of pinbope j(ikb<m jC^orto)* Aud^ 

whM gained j 
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ths^t wkeri fee st Riadp JsE^eim^ 
j^ x^retgfiitfecHvith Engli^ , 

_ hei^Tfflfti^e to obtain iif by .j 

ofniej>rin(;c<>i'Bra^iw iii tfeat 
UetOemcifi t ? 1 1 vyiitld ask iniiiiif er«> arc 

to bo ft^a^iiiorr pmducth^e for 
tSfe country, tbafl^fiiey have been* by any 
<ytber means than ihosc which would tend to 
the consurtimaie rxiin of <nir owit^olon^e^-? 

' I do tii)i iTi^an to revive the question of the 
^Ifaye Trade with this or any otb^ topic. 
But;, 1 contend, that the, increased Culture 
of the Btaziisj fac fi^om being of service, 
would bo injurious to you j sttid I cannot 
06rn;eive how the eknigralion of the court 
of Pqrtugid to that territory, can extend the 
'market fey your goods, which it had al¬ 
ready afforded you. Indeed, I am rather 
jqpg^inioh, with a late demi-official decla- 
of the edetny, that the transfer of 
we Bqrtdguese government to the Brazils 
will tui-n out more advantageous for 
i>awce, t^aii for this country. In so far 
as tliis emigration shews any friendship 
/prns, or af it presents a contrast tcT the^ 
Conduct of other powers, it certaiJily forms 
a gnitefui subject for the contemplation 
^f manlMnd. But, as to the commercial or 
pbiHical advantages to be derived from it 
to this country, I cannot consent to delude 
holding out suhh an 
idea.—Jin all thatl have .s'aid, my lords, I 


ijgjip^arefully abstained from airtty per 
fdnal reference to the conduct of those by 
ilfvBbm his majesj^^jj^vernment is at pre- 
■isenttlirecteU* Myobject is tb consider 
^^ci,r nicasutes, awi^y those measures to 
appreciate their, merits. I must, however, 
nptice of some at least apparent tfen- 
|radicti%m in the language and conduct 
of the nsplo lords on the other side. In 
i^y^ew^ng tlie*diipadful Catalogue of evils 
menace this country, I do believe 
t spebk the^^siv^rsal Sentiment when 
I say,“ that the greUtet additional cala- 
the g reate$t advantage for 
frpTO imagined, would 

a w^ wMi America- Such, indeed, is 
of ministers themselves: and 
hat has been their Conduct? Why, 
j^ety time'wheh it is most i^aterial 
such a war, they, as I am ready 
^absdlhtdy alter the 4w of the 
, joftiote it. Minivers state, and 
14^^ will* n« difflfcwlty 

t^att b*^ ^^<juntty )eq«al to 
ffe’ turned# ^;oor„ 



•“iWie Jjordt Csmtniitiedttd Spefck- [?4 

be nnanimously answ^cred in the affirma¬ 
tive. But America has not asserted any 
such claim. It has, indeed, ^jeen stated 
that she ha^, and we have been told by 
some noble lords on the other side, that 
loo much concession has been already 
mode to that power. What do noble lords 
mean by concession } I wdsh witcii such 
assertions ate made, those who make 
them would state some particulars. If 
they refer‘to thd late Treaty with Ame¬ 
rica, which the American government re¬ 
fused ty ratify, I contend, that so far from 
too ] 


feh concession being made in that 
it absolutely went to impose re- 
ns upon American commerce far 
jr than those mentioned in the De- 
,^n of the Secrelaj^ of State. But, 

ali? 


fate ministers felt the force, and 
to the importance of all the 
rfisons wfiich should urge this country to 
oid a w’ai* With America- The identity 
language, tfee similarity of habits, the 
old, the^ommercial, connec- 

tioqs^had all their just weight to our con¬ 
sideration of the jubject. Wc^^terefore, 
determined to preserve the old 
regulated our intercourse; and I 
not the smallest dotibt, that had thp cquiv^' 
we commenced been Consistently pursued, 
it W'ould have answered the end in view, 
by preserving the amicable relations and 
jusf interests of both countries.—The 
speech, I observe, studiously separates the 
two questions involved in our controversy 
wilh i^neriCa; namely, that of the alfair 
of the Chesapeake, and that relating to 
our Orders of Council. But, does any 
man suppose, that those questions will be 
separated in America ? No : nor can they 
iJlLseparated in discussian here. In ex- 
the Orders of Council, they must 
be d6ll|idered in three points of view; first, 
as afreet our commerce; secqpdJy, 
as they afreet the constitution; and lastly, 
as they afreet our negociations with Ame¬ 
rica. When all the papers relative to this 
important question are laid before the 
house, it wilme for us particularly to in¬ 
quire, whetfcpr his majesty's government 
cm coiistitu^ainaMy enact such prohibi¬ 
tions, as tl^nfi^rdets Of Council contain; 
next, whetiierlit time chosen for Issuing 
those oiders wSi'not peculiarly excep- 
tionabb, as they ?wist serve so much to 
ihfrmue the piinds of the Americans^ aU 
ready so straggly oSEcited against us; and 
also, whether had m>y right friua to 
annihilate the ^hole trade of America— 
tfehs toeay |o that potmr, as» our Orders 
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(Ustuictly expressed, Not a ship of yours 
shall sail wiuch shall not be subject to 
confiscation by ws, or to conditions which 
sliall subject it to'confiscation by the ene¬ 
my J repeat, that this is tJie language 
which , tlie decree of ministers proclaims 
to America, and i would ask, whether 
such language is reconcileable with any 
law, or usage, or principle of equity ? Let 
me, then, iutreat your lordships deeply to 
consider this subject; to examine its po^ 
licy ; to interpose your authority and in- 
tlueuce for the purpose of restoring moder- 
yiion and justice to your gover'^nnent. 
What the late ministers did in conse¬ 
quence of Bonaparte’s Decree of bi^fh- 
ading of the British isles is in the y, 
leciion of the house. They retaliate/!*/«ot 
upon Aincrica or the neutral peme i^hut 
upon France. The Orders oj/Coui^l, 
however, commence with an' asseitjui, 
which 1 find echoed in his majesty;^ 
speech. In that speech I j^e, for tlie hrsl 
time, a thing unparalleled iu any^produJ- 
tioii of thij/fiatvTf^ upon record ; namely, 
an imputa^on cast upon the conducf of 
his government for the last 15 

BuV-\vhen such an impulation is 
wouldSwll for proofs to sustain it. 
'-^'hen Bonaparte issued his blockading 
Decree, we expressed a hope that such a 
decree would not be acted upon. We 
iniglii be thougln too sanguine in that 
hope; and yet we were not altogeUier 
disappointed. But, wdiat have the present 
ministers done by their Orders of Cpunoil? 
Why, instead of urging Bonaparte to re¬ 
voke his decree, they have produced the 
issue of other decrees, to strengthen and 
confirm that which, in fact, could never 
have been execi^ted, if it were not for 
md derived from our Orders of Coujllcd. 
^V’hat did we do ? We adhered to 
ciplei^ of the law of nations. lt***^^s al¬ 
ways Been a principle of that law, that the 
trade between the enemy’s ports should 
be interdicted,dnriirg war, and we extend¬ 
ed that interdict to Holland, Spain, apd the 
other nations, which we fc^itj to he sub¬ 
servient to the commands \f the enemy* 
We did npt attempt to extend a sy&tern of 
blockade for all Europe* taking the 

course which the ptesenJ imnisters have 
done in their Orders^ o^ouncih twrd in 
.which I maintain tb^lmve acitta}ly, w- 
lated an article of IN^gna Ch^ta. ttney 
could not, I contends king^s 

;thority, cojostitudoj^hy 4Uch ex¬ 
traordinary pronibition^^*, their mode 

of prioceeding haia hfau altogether 


tionable. Our course ought to be, tdusb 
the neutral powers whetherJthey m^t to 
submit tJ Bonaparte's bfc^l^di^gdecree? 
and if sc| that we must niV accordingly. 
Now, tjfis course we did take; but the 
present minii^ters didinc^.wait lor any re- 
I ply to this requisiti(yl?‘«flleast from, Ame¬ 
rica, before they issued their Orders of 
Council. .Now, it turns out, as I am in¬ 
formed, fhat America received the most 
satisfactory assurances from the French 
government, that its blockading decree 
would not be acted upon^against American 
shipping. In point ol iSct, it Spears, 
that it never was so acted upon. Why, 
then, the whole foundatimi upon tyttich 
our Orders of Council profess to rest, is 
done away, and ministers, by their indis¬ 
creet precipitancy, have put unnecessary 
fetters upon our own commerce, and 
unjust restrictions, or rather a total prof^, 
bieion,-,upon the commerce of America. 
*But, what the farther cou'^equenc^^s of such 
precipitancy may be, it is [lainful to con¬ 
template. What must be th^ur operation 
hi America ! How much must this aid th^ 
views of the French party, if such a party 
be there ! Had you waited for the answer 
of the American govermnent, before you 
issued these Orders of Council, and had 
such inswer implied an acquiescence in 
the FiCnoh decree, theflvyoU'f" WTeriSl'^in 
t America might have maintained 
restrictions imposed through you upuir 
American trade were attrioutable to the 
hostility of France th8 coimlvanjc of 
the American goverumcni. This irapres-*” 
siou would have beeiflagbly scrvicfeablo 
to/you in prejudicidl to 

France. Bui, yOur haste has rendqjied that 
hopeless. France, how'ever, hefer did, as 
1 have already said, ,act urvder^^extra- 
vugant agahist an^ American ship. 

Indee^^ I do not tliiuk that it ever meahl|; 
to enforce ^ucK a d&cf^ Tliat and ati 
the other decrees of the same characi^r 
which have since I 

believe, but mere ?xperimcg^ upon/th^ 
wisdom and discrejtion of the British 
venftiieut; hnd the^e expefirhents' 
unfortunately had but too 
Franck irritated you to ^pme forWajm and 
execute decrees which, if it weei^tet for 
your aid, mn^a^ been ame^ijde'^^let- 
ter, except own ports, in wn^ yqh 
could not at wjt tune : interfere 
jurisdigtionv TS^rench decjreeaeoW 
fact atail n0tib*hSs? 

dehtly.,. liut, in aggrayatipn 
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bavl pl^^ced this country in' that state, 
Wit^espect to Amfierica, in which France 
liypiulmha ^ [ft had your, (itolrse 4b€ea 
dliflvreut. FoH although France by^ its 
decree, originated the system of r^triction, 
yet all tUeodiunj (>f\he systm will attach 
tjjjyqu in AmeviqJ^,^>/:onset^Ufmce of your 
inconsiderate ha^le. Your i‘ondnct must 
, viewed wilJi reference to this, as w^l as 
the other topics I have re#erred^to> whjn 
we come to touhidcr those Orders of Coun- 
cih 1 hope* I shall always be found to 
atand up, and, I trust, firmly»for the riajhts 
and piivilegcs oi my countiy ; but, yet, I 
would iii'k* does any privilege belong to us, 
is any principle to be found that can 
runt the restrictions which iiuni‘Mti'> have 
imposed upon American commerf e > And 
1 would also ask, upon what grounds tin* 
^^A^graph in tjic speech, which referi* to 
tpuse restrictions, can be justified ? 1 allude 
to that paragraph wdiich implies a»censTire 
Upon conduct of his iriAjcsty’s go- 
vornraent for a Scries of years, regivttjug 

bia adherence to justice and moderation. 
Such, 1 am certain, are not the j)er«onsfi 
aentimeuts of his majesty : im), they art* 
fOUtrury to e\cry principle of bis life; 
they iirci indeed, iu that proportion, unfit 
to lie put hrtosuch adocliiratiou. TJie plain 
interpretation, in fact, t>f this paitsigraph 
it been too long car- 

fTOjjfcona raostuneimal contest of justice 
injusbci*/' But, if so, I ?nainlain, 
that all the a<t vant ages of the contest have 
been on our sidf?Ij^ris the day, then, in 
•Vhienwe are to be told, that tor the last 
15 years we hav'^uffeied Iiy following 
the principles of justice ? Could that great 
twoii? (Mr. Fjtt) wiic^e opinion has had 
ibuch mS^nce on our councils during that 
bo, my JordsS, look down upon 
this deejaration,turn' much would he de¬ 
precate the fion tme nt. that we oi^ht to 
termijaate the contest m which 

we have been engaged, of justioci^aguinst 

here shortly 

recapitulatl^ihe topidl upon Which he liad 
, and concluded with an imjjressive 
ual to house, aa to the of 

‘^■^ediate inijuiry into the atate oi* 

I with a vjew to the adoptSou of 
^Iculaited to conciliate the po- 
cqiintry.^^nbe principol 
Powkich he wn<nld dwOet the atten- 
fthe bouse upon Jhia sidyeet were 
io ibeir and be oon^ 

lilN his w^y^if^milBaters to use their 
tfcdtaidhfHw to remove every cb- 
objects; 
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for, compared to the question of Ireland, 
every other subject wimdi called lor their 
attention—every topic that had been al¬ 
luded to in the cour^e of the debate, was 
trifling-^was, in fact, little else than 
driving nails into the sheathing ot a ship, 
while her main timbers weie on the point 
of starting. « 

Lord JJawkesburj/ said, he should not 
have considered the coiidur t of Ins majc.Nly's 
ministers justified, if tliey had not taken 
the first opportunity at the meeting of par¬ 
liament, to ask for llie siijiporl anti unani¬ 
mity lA'parliament. It had bceiulrmandeti 
by ^noble ioid (Grenville),on what pnn- 
*^s had laiiiisttis undeitaken tlie attatk’ 
jopenhageii ( Unless thcie were iii- 
;lan<es to make the noble lord disln*- 
W4^it iiis majesty’s spi et h (ontaiiml 
liats^ijeet, the noliieloid ought to l>e- 
i§ve it; but theie were lacts and pnud'* 
fore the woild to justify the tonducl < t 
is majesty’s iDinister. 'flu noldt loi } 
*!fid mijunder^t<)o<l v’lhon he 

asserted that this counfryTj^^uot acijuiu 
its*information by iegitiinatt It 

the government had actpi.ied gi- 

timati* mtihis, they had doiu* 
merited reprehension in-the t^es o,l ^^o- 
woiid. i\o soonei Irad Austria aiil Russia 
fallen, than Fraiu e bttanie lulei of tlie 
continent of Kurope. Our enemy had the* 
powder and the wili to injure us, and the 
situation of Lurope justified ininisteis ni 
adopting any olfcusive or defiasive nua- 
suues, tiecessary tor the protection of this 
country against the powder ot Fiance. 
When Frame declared our ports in a 
stale of blockade, the mteicsts of neutral 
states w'cre rttiproc.il ; but iieutiaJ statts 
bound to pioU< t thftinsclves ; and if 
tli^^id not do so, linglandwas entitled, 
by liwiUaw of nations, to ado|>t principles 
n^e^u^y to support her comineice, and 
for hei piesirvation. lie w ould ask the 
noble lord, whether there was any state on 
the continent of Euroj>e w^hore justice was 
lobe had on the established law of na¬ 
tions ? The la# was the will of the French, 
and con >equeptly the law of Great Britain 
must be to r^vtde for her pi enervation. 
He had in .saying, tm ma- 

jcMy’s govornmWdid receive information 
that tlmre were StVet engagements in the 
treaty of^U^lait tosfi^jdoy the navies of 
Denmark aifid Pori^al against this country, 
'fhe evid^oe required by Uhe noble lord to 
prove this ftrnt, was of a description which 
eouki #0t possibly be produced. If go- 
vqpnment wene to oomiaimioate private ia« 
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formation thet*e would be an 6nd of all 
confidence, and at this time, when Europe 
was under the controul of France, the lives 
of individuals, fnendly to this country, 
would inevitably fall asacrifice. There were, 
however, facts in corroboration, which 
proved that his majesty’s ministers did re¬ 
ceive private information of the nature al¬ 
luded to, and no statement appeared, even in 
the papers published by order of the French 
government, to contradict the assertion. 
Ihat information was corroborated by a 
variety of other channels wholly uncon¬ 
nected with eacli other. It was coirobo- 
rated by the testimony of the govern^iOnt 
of Portugal, to whom it was propof'^ to 
make common cause witli the con^/ymt 
against England, and to unite thev^leet 
with thot of Spain, of France, and of Efn- 
mark, to enable the confederacy to ma'ice 
a general attack upon these islands. It wSs 
( orreborated by the testimony of difler- 
ent persons in Ireland, w^herc, strange V‘ 
say. all the jiwigys and projects of the 
eneiTiv most speedily known^ and 

nhere it ifas promised that the combined 
^cct^^r^S|bain, Portugal, and Denmark, 
descent both on Ireland 
jfifd ih\i¥ (■omUrV’. Nay, ^vhal w’as more, 
^ not only were tin pe means ]minted out to 
tlie disyfil‘cte(i in Ireland, but they were, 
moreovtn, made acquainted with the 
penofl ol' time when ihc design was to be 
carntui into execution. As to the inten- 
ttons ijf Denmark towards ibis country, 
as little doubt couhl be eutertair/fed. * It | 
was now well knowm that Denmark, upon 
a com])eri,son of the inconveniences that 
would result from a rupture with this 
country und with Fiance, was of oplni^i 
that the disadflintages of a war 
France would hr less than those of^^ovar 
with England ; and, as to the of 

forward preparation of her fleet, certain 
circumstances appeared to our naval offi¬ 
cers, w'liich proved to them that the fleet 
was intended soon to put to sea.—Now, 
as to the question, why we did hOt also 
attack the Russian fleet, th^e were atmn- 
dant reasons for not. doin^ it. Was it 
wished tiiat we should ha|f^roceeded to 
Cronstadt and seize the iSissian fleet, 
while V\ne left the Danish* fleet of Ifl sail 
of the line behind us ? The Riifipian fleet, 
—besides, was not so ready for sea, nor so 
well*calcuiatcd in any respect as the Da¬ 
nish fleet to carry the desi^ of the 
enemy into^execttticm. Moreover, there 
were many circumstances in the •Treaty 
o&Tihit Which indi^osed the people 
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Russia against that treaty, and even A the 
time thei ^izure of the ijaftish^ fleS was 
known ijt retersburgh, to’ empero/ of 
Russia Jeeined more disposed than before 
to renew his relations.with this country.— 
As lo all that had b^n’’urged against the 
Oixlers in Council, antf^gJtinst the dispute 
with America, those were questions he 
shohld nftt now enter into, nego** , 

elation wdih America was pending^ it was 
doubtless better to abstain from any dis* 
cussiou that would only tend more to in*- 
flame the minds of the two couatrijs.r—He 
lamented the uncalled-for mention of the 
state of Ireland. The concessions alixided 
to by the noble baron coilld not now be 
thought of. Indeed, even if those con^ 
cessions were made, still greater onea 
w^ould be called for, and there would bJ V^,, 
end to such demands. lie had mad^ 
his business to trace the evil in Ireland to 
its remotest source j and he was convinced 
that the concessions alluded to would not 
quiet the people of that country for one 
single month. * - 

The Earl oi'Btickinghamshim said, h» 
gave the noble lord credit for the truth Of 
the information he had received, but he had 
not seen any document to prove that Den* 
mark yas in league with France, or that 
the Danish fleet w^as ^-AipITSJ^d'by 

the enemy. He referred to Mr* Titles 
opiaions^especting the rights of 
<lent states, and contended, that that great 
statesman would neve^ countenanced 
such a proceeding as the attack upon Den-^ 
mark* - 

P^ie Earl of Lauderdale considered it 
an extraordinary mode of endeavouring 
to procure unanimity, by withljrifdiiig all 
documents, if there were apy could 
give authenticity to the iitatememt of mi¬ 
nisters. Why were not the Secret Arti* 
cles ot the Treaty of TiMt produced ? It 
would not be necessary to give the titans 
of the persons who connu ^icated 
nisters their inforihe*f^^oat,Tf 
Surely they might give the informgtioit^ 
it^ey to the house. Ine fact hoWevgfc 
that the Treaty of Tilsit hlui 
do with the attack upon 
That treaty wa^ concluded in the 

attack on (Jopenhagen took pSSx^early m 
August, 3tn4>llEe 
beai at lehst amue weeks in 
With respect to\he Atoras said tos 
been collecting it was 

known, that the Banish gover^^ 
nually expqndji^ a .cerma imm in^ laying 
tn «tor^, liut not ifore this y%ar 
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The Danish fleet was far 
iQg Jriril equipped,^ |V|n >fhen 
r heV8>* But the Danes ♦ere said 


mn^over _ 

ito be in hostility witli us. Surelr> when 
, We attacked a mWa property, we h^d no 
rjjrht to consider;ftiw^ an aggression that 
lie endeavoured to repel us. The noble 
/lord then took a view of the conduct of 
ministers jiith regard to PortJtgaL *He 
thought the flattering prospects held odt 
respecting the trade to the Brazils ex¬ 
tremely delusive, and observed, that not- 
withsttyiding the secret understanding 
whi<;h ministers pretended they had with 
Postugal, the Prince Regent would have 
remained at iSsbon, had not an article 
appeared in the Moniteur stating that the 
llouse ofBt-aganza had '' ceased to reign. 

late Orders of Council he declared to 
'ifi highly unconstitutional, as they con¬ 
fiscated property, and dispensed vvith tjie 
Navigati^ Act, without the authority of 
parliament. 

Xord Mul^rave said, that ministers ijever 
pretended to have possession of any Se-% 
cret Articles of the Treaty of Tilsit; but 
they were possessed of secre^rojects and 
agreements entered into at Tilsit. With 
re^rd to Portugal, he assured the noble 
that there Was not c)nly im j^uder- 
is^amlllg*U'llll lb»t power, but that a se- 
isreOreaty had been concluded between 
majesty and the Prince Regeitt. The 
Waly reason why that treaty was not laid 
pii the table wa^baj;it contained an arti¬ 
cle, stipulating Aat it should not be made 
pnbiic without consent of both the 

contracting parties. He could not cqp- 
niubicate it until that authority was given, 
myipn for the amendment moved 
tbe^diKe qf Norfolk was then put and 

' ,^rd^rtnp i/k ro se to move another 
TfBPbddress implied an ap- 
Ij&pbation of the rejection of die offered me - 
tflii^n of of w^hichliepro- 

tohu^rt woroSJ^ich would have the 
‘ Wfest of stating, that their lordships could 
fieel that their approbation mus|de- 
the circumitancesof the case ; 
p they thei^fore cbwld not express 
fiiqa upolp^^^e subject, until the 
Pp.wsks submitted fo 
ditiWiit and also 

at a division. The origi- 
meo i^eed to, and or- 
Id ltd his majesty in the 

!Sruauna or ‘ thu 

A mioti<in was ixtade to 



omit the fourth paragraph in the motion 
for an Address to thc'Dirorte (viz. the para¬ 
graph respecting the Seizure of the Danish 
Fleet), and the question being put, TKat 
the said paragraph do stand part of the mo¬ 
tion/^ the same was carried in the affinn- 
afive. 

« DtssENTifiNT,—Because nrr proof of 
hostile intention on the part of Deinnavk 
Ijas been adduced, nor any case of neces¬ 
sity made out, to justify the attack upon 
Copenhagen, without which, the measure 
is, in our conception, discreditable to the 
chai'a^ter and injurious to the interests of 
biintiy. 

* W. Frederick, Vassal Holland, 
Rawdon, Norfolk, * 

I.ACOBRDALE, SlDMOUTH. 

G^y, 

DissE^riENT, for the above reasons, and 
those that follow:--Because, It has 
only been through the slow and painful 
^jogression of many ages, that civilized 
nations Ifave emerged frucu-fs^ate of cou- 
tinujil insecurity and violen^, by the 
establishment of an universal law, 

whose maxims and pr€cedentftOiiU*^becu. 

1 ong acknowledged to be of tj?<3 same 
and obligation, us the municipal* conhVn^' 
tutions of particular states. A system 
which has gradually ripened with the ad¬ 
vancement of learning and the extension 
of commerce, and which ought to be held 
sacred and jnviolaic by all governments, us 
binding the whole civilized world under 
one politic and moral dominion.—-Because, 
Alleged departures from the principles 
and authoritjT^ of this public law, in the 
earliest stages of the French Revolution, 
viffire hejd out by the parliament of Great 
as tlie origin an<!f justification of 
the war with revolutionary FVance, 
and oS^iisein all its subsequent stages, 
the i^ntinuance of hostilities was uni¬ 
formly vindicated in various acts of state, 
as being necessary for the support of the 
motral and political order ot the world, 
against the a^mwed disregard and subver¬ 
sion of it by Ipe different governments of 
France,in thw groundless and unprovoked 
attacks upoi^lfee Independence of unof¬ 
fending nalMis.^Because, The people of 
G* Britain, on‘feeing repeatedly called 
upon by King and Parliament to sup¬ 
port the public law, thus alleged to have- 
been violated, and to exhibit an example 
to the most distant ages, of inflexible na-# 
tional virtue, submitted to the heaviest 
biinlenl^, aiid sacrificed the most essential 
advantages, rather than comeut fo any 
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pt‘ace, which A\as considcjcd by their had been lost by a conteiyipt of Ujf domi- 
verninent as an abandonmcJil of tholr niffti.—Jl^^cftuso, information ot a projected 
allies, or as an inadequate security for the cojded«<racy betM^(*on^ I'rance and^Den- 
rights and privileges of'other nations; and mark, issiiined, without evidence, to have 
^because it ajipears in many State Papers, been communicated/ lc,,nninislors through 
during the progress of the wars with the channels which cailed> T)n their parts, for 
diflereiit governments ijf Pranee, tiu.t it inviolable secrecy, iniglit be a foundation 
was the mity and the interest of (b Britain, fou aeqi^tting tln ni from blame, if tiio 
and lier [dodge to tho world, to maintain ^nu stioii before the house iiad been tl.o 
in\iolate the acknovvledge<l princijiles ^)f proprii'ty of their aecjuittal or condem- 
[)nblic law, as the only foundations njion nation, vot it cannot possibly jiisury, in 
wdiicli the relativms ol‘ [leace and amir\' the alisema* of all [jroof, an address to his 
betwecu nations eould I'e supported.—Be- majcsiy, pioiumueing their a'dift'k upon 
caus(“, it ih tlu‘first and most indlspe.iyable ('opi-nhageu to bo an act i f iiulispei^able • 
mayiin of publu Inw, founded indeed upon duty ; beiunt e, gi\mg eit*<lit to ihe'decla- 
the imnmtable princijih's t)f jnstica , Viiat rations of minister-., tlial they had infor- • 
no violence should be ofieietl i;v op'S*,i?»tale mations of such projected confederacy, it is 
to another, nor any intrusion madf'ujion inipossib!<* for this liousi^ to know wh 4 *ther 
the rights, property, indepen<kmce of sc- they ought to have been acted upon 
runty of its inhabitants, exee'\)t upon an dreadful an cxlenf, without liaving before 
aggi'( sslon by siu'h slate, and the refusal it* precisely and ilistinctly, the sjie- 

of adtequaU', satisfaction; or in the. rare cific natuie of sueb eommiuMe.^ionvS, so as 
instanee of indis[)ensal>le necessit^V, invoJv- to be able to tvstimate the credit due to 
ing uatLon^jf ffesllmction, such as in the thefli, not only IVmn the faciits themselves, 
caMi of ai^ individual would justify homi- * but from the siLualions and characters of 
cide, o* (V'^truction of propert> for self- the persons by wliom they were inaihu— 
^resyrvatii\n ; and bec ause the obscrv- The conduct, besides, of ministers, in the 
;uwe of JJs'ii'Aanile should, if possible, be w hole transaction, is in manifest opposi- 
heldluore sacred by great and powerful tion to this principle of the attack, j'hey 
nations, it being the \ery end and olijed made^no such (diarge upon Dei>rrj^yvk when 
of universal law, to give perfect scfairitv l)efoiv (a)penhagen, nor even pretended to 
to tlie weakest eom’uunilies under the haye ii^auh'd her with a (Vinse w!/>r 
shadow of an imp.irlia! just ire.—Because, Their language upon the sp^jt, and even in 
The late aitai^k iqion t'openiiagcn, in a tin-Addre.^s [uoposed t(» bis majesty, is the 
season of jirofoimd p<“.u*c with thv ei»wn language of tegret, a language , 

and peo]>le of Dmtmark, and immediately inconsistent w ith the vindication of a pro¬ 
following the solemn Declaration by the ceeding, which ^vould have been as mild 
drown Ih ince, of his resolution to main- aifti forbearing against an enemy, as it w as 
tain his neutrality, and U> consider any barbarous and Ireacheious agai|^ a friend, 
nation as an ei^^nny which should seely^lo The position also of i)enmark’\ when the 
disturb it, would, without some just [jimise, as.saultvvas made u]>oii ly?r,*istbe iftrongesl 
\\hi(‘h in this rase is wholly uusii^'Jfnrted evidence to resk^t the [iresuinption of an 
by j)roof, be a most manifest and'** u^iprin- uinh^rslqnding with bV-jnee. Her army 
ciplod dejiarture from the whole system of was in Ilolstein, which France was me- 
moral policy and justice, which the Brl- nacing, whilst Zealand was left defeneeles???, 
tisli Oovernmeui had, as above, protessefl and the ships dis»j>K*ntIed, at a monuait 
to act u]ion, inasmuch as atiy (‘ontenipt or when the censeiousucss of a treaty or con- 
violation of public law by t^ie Government A deracy must have suggested to all the 
of France, though it miglix release <u*eat ooitlederating parties, the necessity ofcoi*^ 
Britain from all observance.,, of it, as far as centrating the whole force of Denmark, to 
regarded such otlending l^el^^gerent, could defentl her capital, and to secure he/ fleet, 
not possible destroy or aflect its protective —Because, no evidence has been 

sanctions in her intercourses with friendly laid bci’ore th^house, to eslablisl" any hos- 
and peaceable states. On th^ contrary, tile contecMracy between Denmark and 
it ought to have invested the La%v of Na- France, nor an^\design on the part of |;be 
tions with cl more binding and sacred obli- forme» to depart ^fronji the stricte.st 
gallon, since the professed object and jus- trality ; on the contrary, thc,abpve-mcrf“ ' 
tification ol*our war with France, at that tioned solemn declaration of the Crov«| 
very moment was to restore to a sufifering Pnnc| to the British mini.ster ought to hav^ 
world the good faith and security which been received by his majejty^s servants' a* 
VoL. X. ^ D . 
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the plet^ge of a firm resolution to maintain 
neutrality ;*aiid because iiothki§ 5(hort*of 
a hostile clesi^-n in .tlie government of 
Deiimafk couM justify ihe demtncl ot 
her.fleet, or the I?i^ni\arclmeni ot Copen¬ 
hagen, to enforce^ theVun endor of it.— 
Beeause, It was complelely in the power 
of G. Britain to have prolC( ted tliy Damsh 
‘fleet from tftiv hostile attack ol France, 
whk'h deslroys tlio pretence of such an 
indisj)cnsable necessity as could alone jus¬ 
tify even th<i slightest trespass upon a 
pea(;cablt"and uiiolll jidingstate.—Because, 
Still aSsuiniug, in the absence of all evi¬ 
dence to the < euU'Hi V, that the government 
of Dcmnat-k was laiihfii! to her neiiliality, 
no speculation of the probable fall of her 
fleet^uto tlie posst's.^iou or poAMu* of Fran<T, 
possibly just liy its hostile seizure by 
G. Britain. Nik'Ij a priiuiple would lie 
utterly subversive of the first vh^nwnts Af 
public' lanfas being desinu liie of tJie in¬ 
dependence of wt'akei stat(‘>^, ina.-inurli as 
it would ei*efiU* a jurisiliotion mtlie slroilger 
nations to substitute their own security and 
convenience for the general iiile, and invest 
them aEo with the soh* privilege of dc-ler- 
inining the occasions upon wliidi they 
might consider them to b(‘ endangered ; 
and hee apff c to iustilV the aUaek aiul^ihin- 
der of a weak unoflending power, upon 
Jite assumption that a stronger Jxdli^e- 
reni might otl^erwise attack and plumlei 
her, would be to erect a nc'w public law 
founcfmibus of dishonour and 
violence, niaking tlie tyranny of one na¬ 
tion a w arrant for .^islifcuting the cloini- 
uion of oppression for tlui sacred obliga¬ 
tions of n|m*ality, humanity, and justice.— 
Because,, opposing it to have ])(‘en not 
only p**obabl<f, but even certain, that 
France could lilive succeeded in carrving 
away in the wir^ter the ships and atores 
from Copenhagen, butwiilioul the* consent 
of Denmark, ililtlirul to her neutrality, the 
inicjuity of t^hat act, itLSouml policy, inde¬ 
pendently of all consioeralions oi'justice, 
ought to have been left to the French (oj- 
Vrnment to pi'Vpetrate; bc<;ause the Par- 
Oases of the ships would have been the 
only fyiitof an act of the deepest atfocity, 
whilst the i^gnation of a brave and genc- 
Jrous peopi^ow too justly tweeted against 
G. Brit^, would then haA^eVen pointed 
igjiinst France ; and Denmark, w ith the 
otcction of our fleets, might haA^ kept 
the Baltic to oV commerce, and ex- 
oor maritime means of restoring 
tra^uillity of the world.—Because, 
laiiil atta<^ upon Copenhagen shalj 
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deceive vindication bt proof oi its justice, 
or condciiiiKiUoii, in the absence oi it, from 
the parliament of (i. Butain, she has losj, 
her moral station in the Avorhi, since the 
very system of Avrong and violence, w'hich 
slm has so long coni'ederated Europe to 
destroy, at the cx[nui{'c f>f her blood and 
resources, Aviil have been establi^ncd and 
confinnetl by lie row a example.—Because, 
Anvliolc nation ought not lu the meantime 
to be dudioMoun cb nor its ninneiiiorial cha- 
riu'teilstic biought into question i’or the 
aids of nniustei s ; and l)eeauso it is the 
duty ol'tliose sulqcaUs, who, by the con- 
stitiUKui ot'tlu* gov(*nnncnt, have the high 
privilege of pei(a’luating their sentiineuls 
upoi^ie \mh\w reconls^ of their country, 
to vJmicate tin inselvt's Irom the iinpu- 
tatum of having a( quiesced in acts ot the 
greatest inj*iistice. Ekskjne.’’ 


IKACSE or COMAIONS. 

TJhirsdaify January, 21 -,-^^)^. 

The house met this day for tlih dispatch 
oi'business. At three o’clock, M;-rUuariuc, 
yeoman usher of tlie blac'k ro(h appi^auM^U 
within tlie bar, and inforur<*«Mhe housi* 
that the lords, authorized by a IrtucdTi his 
majesty’s commission, desired tlie Imme¬ 
diate att<-ndaiu;e of the house, in tlu* hous« 
of peers, to liear the eoimnission read. 
The Sp(‘ak(‘r, aecompaiiied by several 
members, aei'oi'dlngiy allendcd. On their 
retmn, Jhe Spcrd^er took tlu‘ eliair, and 
acquainted the house, that in pursuance of 
the provisions - ^ * * 


ni' an act of tin* 2 Uh of his 


pU'Aent niajestv. lu* 


had ordered writs to 


be issued ior the election of members for 
following places; Bt^uunaris. in the 
roinV of lord Newbm ough, deceased : Fin- 
coln,JSn tlu* room of colonel Monson, de¬ 
ceased rSi'avistock, in the room of lord 
viscomit llovvick, now tail Grey: the 
county of Monaghan, In the room of Iv. 
Dawson, esq. d<-<‘cusod ; and the comity 
of Dormegal, in the room ot 11. V. Brooke, 
es(j de(‘east d.Y'l'heClandestine Outlawry 
bill Avas, a<'('o#ling to custom, read a first, 
and ordered t^c read a 2nd time.—New 
writs Avere oqjJcK d as folloAV : For the bo- 
roiigli of Mlfchel, in the room of G- G. 
Mills, esq. Avho had accepted the Chillern 
Mundredsf for Whitchurch, in the room 
of the hon. W. Brodiuick, wdio had ac¬ 
cepted the oflice of one of the lords c6m- 
missioners of the treasury: for Stamford, 
in the room of general Iceland* deceased ; 
and for*Clithero, in the room of the bon, 
J,\iust, now lord Brownlow- 
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Th(* Speaker acc|iuiiH(c<l ihe linusi; tiiat 
that liousi' had b(‘(’D in Ihc house of 
peers, \vhere the lord eliaiice.llor, one of 
Vythe lords anlhori/ed by his majesty's eoni- 
Jlnission, had read a most paeiojis spi weh 
from his majesty, of wIik Ii, Iu prevent 
mistakes, he had ohlaiiusl a (opy.--|Je 
th(‘n [M’o<*eeded to read tht‘ Sjjeeeh from 
th(! chair, for Mhicii we refer to ouriep#il 
of lh(‘- proceedings of Uu' birds, see p. ]. 
After the SjMadxt r h<(d limslic il the Speech, 
\h's('ounl J/aiinlto)i (son oi* (he maniuis 
of Abeicorn) i'os(* to imoe liu* A<h!ress. 
His lor^].^hip bcL^an liv obserx iuu^, that he 
would not waste tlie time of ific houMe by 
enterinjjf too much into di tail on a ' e#!>)ect 
which tin y understood a <;reat dtaiKoetler 
than he could [lossibly preteiul to do. Hut 
they all knew the situation ol'feuro))(‘, and 
the situation of (.I’reat Britain; they all 
knew' the Jiature of the struyeh- ni which 
this country was eut^ayc'd ; they all knew 
tlie inveteracy ot' the merciless and cAas- 
peraied foe, who was bent on tlieif de- * 
struelion; they all knew'the value of the 
Hibiecis for wd)i(‘h (iH'ut Ib’ilain had to 
contend ; -thi'y all knew' that slie stood 
aloi“in the contest, that on no Innnan 
pow'er ( ould she pla(‘e any reliancw, that 
she liad to depend only <ai her own le- 
souna s, on her own spirit, and on her owai 
determinat ion. Tlusi' wux facts tiuit 
wen* sell-evident, ilu y were subjia:ts of 
public noloiiely, and lu', tlita-elbre, tn^ted 
tliat the house* waudd aciput him of [)ve- 
suinptjon in speaking ol'lheni. We W'ore 
not only ojiposed us iriaii to man, or as 
nation to nation, against one of tlu* most 
gigantie powers that e^<‘r existed in >lie 
world, but to a power w inch, in adiXtm*i 
to its owm slrengtli, had sutceeded ab¬ 
sorbing into itsett almost bvery ^tlicr Eu¬ 
ropean state. The situation oftheVoini- 
try was, therefore, most critical; it re- 
ejuired the most vigorous ex'ertions, it de¬ 
manded the most liberal saerifiet s. b'uml 
heartedness would be onr destruction. 
There was no mid-way 1 ir us between 
success and ruin. Under such circinn- 
stuiires, the contemplatio4^)f the resources 
and {^)irit of the country, wa . a subject of 
consolation and pride; and, howawer the 
protraction of the war, with tln» inevitable 
burdens, and tlie partial obstruction to 
corfiriKUTe, which that [irolraction occa- 
aioued, were to be lumenled, we had only 
to look aiAimd us, to be thankful for the 
contrast which we presented to tlfe neigh¬ 
bouring nations j to be thauktul for fbe 


liberty, for the bappinesf, for t|te pre- 
ennnence*\i*hich w e enjotw^l; to be thank¬ 
ful, that instead of onr nit‘ans haviniifbeen 
impaired by our dillidultie.s, llity bad, on 
Ihe contraiy, increased Avith them, and 
had been cemented b.y the very ciri um- 
stances w hich w ere projected for their de- 
stj;uctioij* (.'reat Britain at the jweseut 
I ^nomeiil exliibited the ustonis^iing specta- 
('ll? of a coiintrv» Avhich, at the end of 15 
\ ears war with a most jiowerful antagonist, 
had gained eveiy thing, a id lost nothing. 
J'hery wdierc we had inflieted klow^s on 
onr enemy; no where hud we rc*^'C]ved 
a blow from him. Our, commerce* had 
flourished; our wealth had encreased; our 
possessions had multiplied. Our navy, 
always formidable, had swept every hos¬ 
tile rteet from the face of the ocean. ^\Jar, 
the curse of every other nation, haePto 
OreatiBritain been a comparative blessing. 
Indeed, such w'as the extraordinary state 
of Europe, tliat he apprehended very 
ttuifh that war w'as tlie oi^^ly mode by 
w'hich tiu* advantages wdiicii we had ac- 
(juired, could be maintained. Peace, un¬ 
der tile present circumstances, while it 
w'ould be as expensive to us as war, would 
])e tenfold more dangerous. Successfully, 
hoAVc^'i^r, as we had re.sistt‘.d the machina¬ 
tions and the violence of tiu* foe, still the 
house w^as not h'ss bound to take ('aij/:' that 
those ministers, wliose duty it was* to di- 
reet the resources and tlie enm'gies of the 
eounti y, w<*re fulfilling that duty tha t 
they were competent to tin* discharge of 
the functions w'ith w inch they were in- 
ve'*>ted ; and that they ih'served a conti¬ 
nuation of the confidence of tim country. 
This would be best asi'ertaimff^ by a re¬ 
trospect of their acts, and those a^ ts w ere 
so fully described in lAs* n^a]esty's most 
gracious speech, that it npiu aiad to him 
needless'to recapitulau- Ak'hi. in the re¬ 
gret which his majesty exj)resM*d at hav¬ 
ing been comjielhd 4o adopt hostih* inea- 
suies against Uciiff^aithe house would 
undoubtedly join ; but it w'ould be a regret 
un»iixed with repmai li, it would even he a 
ri'gret overpow iTCHl liy ieelings of gratitude 
to hifi majesty for Ins patiuTial lan* in 
resiMuug the ceunlry iVom the nurtt for¬ 
midable clanger to w hich it been 

exjiosed; fint^after the 'freaty of Tilsit, 
aluu' the sulise^uont conduct of Austria 
and (J,' Demnaric, it was impossible that 
any man could difubttif a combination i/ 
povvers having been formed* against us. 
Perhaps, among the various caas«$ which* 
j had l^id the continental stales at the foot 
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of France, none .had contrihuted more 
largely to fU'otTmee that disaa/i^us effect, 
thaii«.the facility with which those states 
admitted every viohatioii of the law of na¬ 
tions, of which ttwe enemy w ished to avail 
^ himself. We alone .had aVoided becoming 
the victims of tlie credulity, the irresolu- 
tioit, and the d(day, that had ovei^vhelnied 
% all other countries. God forbid that w(; 
should ever degenerate into an imitation 
of them ! Ife trusted that at such a crisis, 
enconipasse^l as we were by external pe¬ 
rils, we 4 ’hould never be cursed wdth the 
greatfst of all evils, a timid and feeble 
*' govefrnmont. IJigb as the spirit, and ex- 
j tensive as the resources of the country 
were, its danger would indeed be immi¬ 
nent, were the administration of its affairs 
pl^Td in the hands of men who, wdth 
th^r eyes open to the designs of the ene¬ 
my, would content to reply to 1ms acts 
by argum^mts, or hesitate to act them¬ 
selves from the app-ehension of respon¬ 
sibility. Too long, indeed, had that »ne- 
my been permitt(‘d to proc('^^d in his* 
career of violence (o neutral powers for 
the aggrandizenicut of his ow n. That the 
expedition to Copenhagen was most im- 
' portant and most critical, e\eiy one must 
have felt when its termination in 

huspense'^very one, must now feel that it 
was mpst wise. Its criterion was Jts sur- 
•Tbss. With respect to the evils by which 
it Waseaccompanied, every eflbrt had been 
made to avert, and subsc(iuenlly, to rniti- 
^SRSTtliem. lie challenged the annals of' 
Europe to produce an instance of a war¬ 
like enterprise, in which so much entreaty 
. had bceiiuesorted to before success, and 
so much ihrbearance manifested after it. 
What hjs inajetity's ministers had planned 
with decisioif, they carried into eflect 
w ith a force which could leave the Qaiies 
no hope of triumphing in a contest; 
and he confessed, he could no more con¬ 
sider the Danish gewernment as justified 
in sacrificing the livJS of so many gal¬ 
lant men in a hopeless resistance, than 
he could admire the heroism of tthe 
prince, who, himself escaping from the 
dangers by which he was enviFonod, 

, coolly* devoted his capital to destruction, 
mi4 its yaMbitants to slaughter.—The 
conduct of the Russian gSVetimicnt was 
, soother proof, that on oiyselves we must 
^ da|>end for our security, and even for our 
^l^tence. This larst ‘fesson that we had 
: jj^eiired/’wfkB, surely, the last lesson we 
Kttmld rsquire to prove to us, that how- 
' ipw might be to co-operate 

" m 
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M’ith the nations of Europe in the caifee 
of Europe, to our own cause, to ourscU es 
alone vve must look. Accustomed as w^e 
had lately been to witness extraordinary 
events, he could not avoid expressing the^ 
astonishment which he felt to see the eni\ 
peror of Russia, the champion of the con¬ 
tinent, secured by his situation from* the 
fate which had overtaken other countries, 
voluntarily put the last hand to the degra¬ 
dation of the powTFs of Euro[>e ; to see him 
descend from the proud eminence on which 
he bad been placed, for tlie purpose of 
violating his engagements, and of crouch¬ 
ing iintler the thrniie of that osurper whom 
be^ had so rt ceiuly insulted and defied. 

T ba^sncli shouUl lia\e been the conduct 
pursuM by the emperor Ab'xander, must 
be deeply jamented. IJnsalislactory in¬ 
deed, was *llie consolation, that tlie time 
would soon come, when he would liave 
infinitely more reason to repent that con¬ 
duct, than we had now to lament it. Tlie 
contrast which the firnmess mid inagna- 
nimhv of the king ol Suedeu tlisplaytd, 
ronmiaiided equallv' our admiration and 
our suppoit ; imd he was sure that thj^ 
house would gladly enable •Ithi-.majesty, 
not only to fidfd Ins engagements with 
that gallant ])niice, Imt also to show' the 
world that it was not by life cjuantuni of 
immediate interest that we measured our 
national faith and friendship.—Of the 
many important subjects ol consideration 
sugj^ested by his majesty^s speech, none 
were more important than the principles 
adopted, and the steps taken by our go- 
vernnicnf, to frustrate the enemy's 'de¬ 
signs against our commerce. So impor- 
tai^. and so complicati'd w'cre these sub¬ 
ject!^ that he h It ite should presume too 
far, if he troubled the house w ith an opi¬ 
nion upcMi Ihtm of such little weight as 
his o^n. As far, however, as regarded 
the prineijiie of tlie measures adopted by 
his majesty's ministers he might, perhaps, 
be allowed to avow bis sentiments. It was 
the. broad primciple of retaliation and 
self-defence. The conduct of France had 
anndulatcd evc^y thing in the world like 
neutrality. 'FnVi'e existed but tw^o powers 
—tlie enemy's and our owm—fortunately, 
these [lowers were • too unequal to alarm 
us for th« consequences; even should 
America be added to the number of our 
foes ; an event which could in no wis4 be 
, attributed to misconduct or precipitation 
on the part of his majesty’s government* 
In a mdWent of frenzy France had issued 
edicts levelled at our commerce. Had 
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th(\()hj(’ct of these measures been obtain¬ 
ed ; had they even partially crippled our 
means, tiie consideration that a temporary 
distress to ourselves was utter ruin to cur 
\ijponeuts, must have induced us to per- 
f'Avere ju the cojitest with tranquHlity an^ 
fi^^innchs : hut, tlie very reverse was the 
raot.% So’far bom our means having di¬ 
minished, although the diflercnt branches 
ot* our commerctj might vary in extent, 
tlui aggicgate of it exceeded that of the 
iiiost prosperous pe.iod of our history j 
so much so indeed, that his majesty, in his 
most giacinus speech, expressed his con¬ 
fidence, that no material increase to the 
burdens of his people \AOuld Ije necessary- 
—The e.uhU* lord trusted, that we might 
look forward with as much hope and sa¬ 
tisfaction as we could look back with con¬ 
tent and giatitiide. There \vas»one sub¬ 
ject from thi^ contemplation of whicdi, in 
every point of view, unalloyed pleasure 
must he deriNed ; it was the lasscue from 
th(^ power of Fraiiee, of one of tife oldest 
and most faitlihd of our allies, transhh-fed 
from a counfis weak and indefensible, to 
• oMe secure «uid powerful ; an occurrence 
wliicli athuded a held for brilliant anti- 
<‘ipal(\viis on uur part, into whuh he would 
jjnt enter, as he felt that they were of an 
extent and importance beyond ins powers 
of dest ription, holding out (ominercial 
and pohucal advantages in the hn^liest 
degree euetrnraging to us. lie was aiiaid 
that lie had trespassed too long on the jp- 
ti ntion of the house, and should therefore 
only add, that under the impression of tiie 
I'eehngs whicli lie experienced, he should 
move, 

'That an humble address he presentcji 
to his majesty, fo return his mnje.sty /he 
thanks of this house, for the gracious Sp%H:h 
which he has directed to he deliv*r( d by 
llie lords <-oinmissioners To assurt^ his 
majesty, that, in this important conjunc¬ 
ture oi‘ allaiivs, he will find in us the same 
determination w ith which his majesty him¬ 
self IS animat<‘d, to support the honour of 
his crown, and the just rights and interests 
of his people ; and humbly to thank liis 
majesty, for having been guaciously pleas¬ 
ed to ipform us that as soon as the result 
of the Negotiation at Tilsit had confirmed 
the influence and controul ofFrwice over 
the pow ers of the continent, his majesty 
was Apprized that it was the intention of 
the enemy to combine those powers in one 
general conffideiacy; that such confede¬ 
racy was to be directed either to 
subjugation of lus majesty^s of | 
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I to the imposiJig upon his majesty an inse¬ 
cure .and igwqminious pea <^5 and that, for 
this purpose, it wus determined to fonre 
into hostilities against his majesty, states 
which had hitherto, be^m allowed by* 
France to maintain < r );> purchase then* 
neutrality, and to bring to hear against 
diflerent p^rts of his majesty\s dominions* 
the whole naval force of Europe, and spe- 
ciVically the fleets of Portugal and Den*- 
murk ; and humbly to assure his majesty, 
that w’e concur w^ith lus majesty in think¬ 
ing, that, under those clrcumstaiuses, the 
placing of those fleets out of the reaoli of 
such a confederaev, became an objeef of 
essential and indispensable necessity for 
the security of ins majesty^s dominions 
That w bile w e feel [lerfectly tonviuced, 
from the know ledge we liave of the niit^ 
rat generosity olTiis majesty’s mind, tlm 
it niusl Jmve been w ith the greatest reluc¬ 
tance that his majcftty, in pursuing this im- 
])ortunt object, so far as related to the J)a- 
lusli Fleet, felt himself compelled (wdien 
bis majesty’s endeavours to open a Nego¬ 
tiation with the court of Denmark had . 
failed), to order Ins commaudevs to resort 
to the extri nnty of fmee ; we at the same 
time most lieartiiy congratulate, his ma¬ 
jesty upon the .success winch attended the 
(‘xecnlion of tins most painful but neces¬ 
sary servii'c :—'lhat wc learn, with 
salistiu lion, that the object w hich his ma¬ 
jesty had to accomplish, wilti respect to 
the I'icct of Portugal, v\lus happily attain- 
ahl(' in a manner more congenial toTiSs* 
majesty’s feehngs; and that the timely 
anil, iiiiresiwed communication, by the 
court of Lisbon, of the demands and de¬ 
signs of Fiance, confirining to hSs majes¬ 
ty the aulheuti(‘ity of the lylvices which 
his majesty is gratdously to state 

that hg had received from other quarters,; 
naturally entitled that codrt to an entire 
confidence on the part of lus n^ijesty, in the 
sincerity of the assurances by wdiich that 
(.omrnunication was tfccompauicd, as well • 
as to every degree of forbearance compa¬ 
tible «wdtli the ultimate and indispensable 
object of security to lus majesty’s domi¬ 
nions :-r-And to offer to his majesty our 
most hearty congratulations, that this t'onfi- 
dence and forbearance of his illajeatyhave 
been justified by the event; and that 
the fleet which qad been destined as the 
instrum^t of vengeance against Great 
Britain has been prcjservrid from the 
of France, and is now employed ii|i con^ ^ 
veytng to its American possessfons the * 
hopes altd fortunes of the Peyrtuguose mn* 
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fturchy^ joimng with his majesty in im- 
X>toring the •t)Jt'ssin^s of Divine Bi-ovi- 
detlce upon that great enterprise, and 
rejoicing in the preservation of a power 
so long the ally of. (inat Britain, and in 
the prospect <>f!i,ts (sfahlishment in the 
new world in augmented strength and 
splendour :—'Jo lament, in coij^nion )\ntli 
his majesty, that the detenninatmn, on 
the^ part of the enemy, to cNeitc- hostili¬ 
ties beh^een his majesty and liis late al¬ 
lies, the emperors of Russia and of Au <fria, 
and tlw king of Prussia, liavi* proved so 
suc«essful; and to concur with hisinajesty 
in'the propriidy of Ins not ha\ ing accepted 
the prollered niediatiou of the euijx'ror oi' 
Russia, until his majesty mij^ht have lain 
able to ascertain that Russiaas in a con¬ 
ation to mediate impartially, and until 
the principles and the basis on which 
France was ready to lU'gotiate w<*'e mtide 
known t% his majesty ; and whilst we set^ 
with regret the course pursued hv tlie em¬ 
peror oi' A^istria and the king of Piussia, 
to assure his majesty, that we arc hapjjy 
in hearing that his majesty has given 
them no ground of eomplaint, and that 
they have not even at the moment when 
their ministers respectively demanded their 
passports, alledged any pretence to jus- 
tity, or any distinct cause to account for 
thakproceeding:—To return his majesty 
our humble thanks for having 1>een*gra- 
ciously pleaded to direct, that Copie's of 
th^(Official Notes w'hirii pa.^tsed between 
TRisrnajesty^s ambassador and the minis¬ 
ters for foreign aflairs of his irnjjerial ma¬ 
jesty the (‘inperor of Russia, pending, llie 
Negoti^ns at Tilsit, as well as of the 
ORicial^Note of the Russian minister at 
this jourt, \Mrh contained the ofler of 
his Imperial Tnfljesty\s mediation, and of 
the Answer returned to that Note^iy his 
majest/h comdiand; and also,'Copies of 
the Olficial Notes of the Austrian minister 
at this court, and W' the Answers which 
Jus majesty commauTled to be returned to 
them, should be laid before us.—'fhat we 
hear with concern that his majesty’* ear- 
iwst endeavours to terminate the war wnth 
the Ottoman Porte have been defeated 
by the machinations of France, not h'ss 
the enemjTof the Porte than of Great 
tofeain :--That w^c rejoice Jto find, that 
while the influence of Fj-ance has unfortu¬ 
nately proved too successful in^xciting 
wars, and prtiveming the termination 

country, 

of Sweden has resisted every at* 
upon him to abaMoii his 


• alliance with Great Britain ; andtocoi^vcy 
to his majesty our assuraiu'e, that we feel 
wdth him the saciedness of the ihity wduelv 
the iinriness and fidelity of hi.s Swedish 
majesty impose ujion (Jreat Britain; inri 
ijiat we will (du'crfully enable Ids majesry 
to discharge ii in a manner w'orihy oi‘tins 
('oimtry: —To thank his majr.^ty fwi’^'in- 
Inrming us, that the 'i’leaty oi' f’ojuiuerce, 
•Vmiiy, and N;nIgation, helween his ma- 
je^^ty and (he Cniteil States ofAmeiica, 
which had luu'ii sigi'^d by <‘ 0 !nniissioners 
duly aulliMiized for that purpose, has not 
taken edia I, in (‘onseijiu'uce of the udhsal 
of the Presid^'ut of iIh* Lbilled State s to 
ratify tliiit niurumeut :—^fo acknoN\ ledge 
\\ifh gloat saMsj'action, Ins ina)est\’sjustice 
ill ohi*riiig sj)()iitant'ous rcjiariitieu for an 
ujuiuthorizcd act offci c e comniitten' against 
an Ain(*rf(‘aii ship of war, and to lament 
that au attempt has been iiuuh' on the part 
ot tlu‘ American govenuneiit to blend the 
(juestion arising out of this ac't, witli pre¬ 
tension'? inconsistent wnh the Maritime 
Ri^Hts cd’ (I’reut Britain; and, while we 
(‘(>ncur with his majesty in earnestly 
hoping that the Aiueriean govcnniKmt 
may still be actuated, in the^liseussion 
now [x nding lu'tweeu tlie two comitvicH, 
by the same de.Nire to maintain peace and 
friendship on which his majesty has uni¬ 
formly aeted, at the same time to oiler 
our humble and hearty aekiiowledgments 
to his majesty for the determination which 
h^ has been graciously pleased to express, 
to rnamiam unimpaired the Maritime 
Rights of Great l^ritain :—Humbly to 
thank his majesty, for having been gra¬ 
ciously pleased to order that Copies of 
Qie Orders should be laid before us, which 
his^ majesty has issuer! with the advice of 
his^irivy council, in consecpjence of the 
Der ree.'^of the enemy, which declared hi.s 
majfsly’s dominions to be in a slate of 
blockade, and subj(‘Cted to seizure and 
confiscation the produce and manufac¬ 
tures of this kingdom, and to assure his 
inajesly, that^ve w ill not fail to take these 

Orders into our enviy consideration _ 

To return his majesty our humble thanks 
for having otilered'the E.stimates of the 
current year to be laid before usand to 
assure his majesty, that he may confidently 
rely upo« our readiness to make such pro¬ 
vision for the public service as the urgency 
of afiairs may require ;—^"Fhat we' hear 
with great satisfaction, that notwithstanding 
the difficulties which the eftemy has en- 
deayo^^red to impose upon the Commerce 
bf his nwestv’s subiects. and unon their 
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iiif(^tcour.se with other nations, the re¬ 
sources of the country have continued in 
the last year to be so abundant, as to have 
! produced, both from the temporary and 
^ permanent revenue, receipts cousideral)ly 
laiiger than tliat of the preceding vearj 
ai(d Ural <jur satisfaction, arising from this 
proiL)iij,of the solidity of lliese resourct‘s, i 
wiirbe gii atly incK'asetl, if, according to 
the liope uhleh his inajesiv iias Ix en gra-, 
cionsly pleased to <'Xpress, ue shall be 
enabled to raise the m-rcssary supplies for 
the present year, uitlinut any material 
addimuis to the p\d)lic burdens:—To as¬ 
sure his majesty, that we h'cl the lirmest 
conviction, that if ever there was a just and 
^ijUlional war, it is that which Ids majesty 
ik how compelled to prosecute : that this 
war in its principle' is purely defensive ; 
and that much as wv, should rmoice, m 
common lib Ids majesty, at tlic attain¬ 
ment of a ['eace which would secure to us 
tile safety and blessings w hich belong to 
peace, yet that we are firmly peisnaded, 
that such a peace can only he negotiated 
on a looting of perfect txjuality : and that 
>f we display, as it is our fixed deternd- 
nation to d(», in this crisis of the fate of the 
count! V, the i haracteristic spirit of the 
liritish nation, and lace unappallcd the 
unnatural combination winch ‘.s gathered 
around us, the struggle, under the blessing 
of Divine Providence, will prove siu cessful 
and glorious’ to (o'eat Ib ilain : —And finally 
to assure Iik majesty, that in this aw'ful 
and momentous contest, uc coufidcntJy 
rely upon the firmness of liis majesty, who 
lias no cause but that of his pco[)le ; anti 
that his maj<‘sty may reciprocally rely on 
the cunstaney and the alleetionate support 
of his faithful coihiiions.’^ 

Mr. Charles Lllis rose to second the i^id- 
dress. Seldom, he said, had so mjjny im- 
[lortant events been crowded togethtj in 
such a short space of time, as that w Inch 
had intervened since tlie close of the last 
scwssion, 'J'hese had been staled so <'om- 
prehensively in the .speech freyw the throne, 
tliat it was unnecessary for him to enter 
into any enumeration of them. The vigi¬ 
lance with which his iuaje^’*ty’s niinisUu\s 
liad watched the projects of the enemy, 
and the energy with which they had de¬ 
feated those projects, had been at®l>ly nia- 
rffested. With respect to the design en- 
rertaincd by France, of coinpcjlling Den¬ 
mark to join the confederacy against Great 
Britain, his majesty had declared, that he 
had previous iatimation ; which subsequent 
«Tents corroborated. As to tlic jj^lure ol? 
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,this intimation, it perhaps could not be laid 
on the tat)l^/)f the hours,^ nor perhaps 
ought to be so. If ministers were in pjis-t 
session in July of the* information alone, 
which has since been pubjickly disclosed, 
they wxmld have failed irt their duty had 
they not acted as they had done. He 
liojied that no greater dinercncc of opinion 
wajufil exist on this subject in Uie house, 
thcui what existed throughout the country 
at large, if, luaveser, his majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters should be attacked u[) 0 ii it, they 
would be well alile to defend tliera^clves. 
Of this he wasconvmced, and he was wil¬ 
ling to admit it, that hud the gentiern'cn*' 
opposite remained in power, they would 
have done no such thing. A similar at- 
tem|)t had been made by France on Portu¬ 
gal, but the frankness of the (ourt of Lisbon, 
and its determination neither to lend it& 
aidjto l][je (‘onfedcracy against Great Bri¬ 
tain, nor to abandon British persons and 
propelty to tlie possession of tlie French, 
entitled it to the confidence of his majesty’s 
government, and justified that government 
in pursuing a diflercnt line of conduct 
from that adopted in the case of Denmark* 
Adverting to the Russian Declaration, 
the lion. gent, contended, that a character 
very fo^‘eign front that of Russia marked 
the composition, not only in the 'sort of 
arguments adduced, but in the peculiarkies 
of ili^; style, which, if not French manu- 
f.H ture, was the most hapjjy itliitation of it 
that he had ever seen, liad the Russian 
maniiesto appeared without a title, no SmT 
could have hesitated to ascribe it to the 
stirne* pen as that by w hich the defence of 
it in tlie Moniteiir had been produced.—- 
The n iative situation of this cou^^fty and 
xVmcrica might afford ^'inipje room for 
remark, but the subject VXii'' of silch a 
dclicatt; nature that he siiuuld ahstaiu from 
enlarging upon it at presenU The magna¬ 
nimity of his majesty in offering reparMion 
for injury, was most p?;aise worthy. He 
trusted that the Americans would see that 
it was not their true policy to unite them^- 
selvc.^ to France. The exception made 
in their favour in the British Orders of 
CounciLvvould, he hoped, be felt by them ; 
an exception, of the propriety of which 
lie somewliat doubted; disposed! as he was 
to bestow on those orders his general and 
decided apprt)bation. The proj<jct of ex¬ 
cluding us from the continent was now 
trying; ffi(* trial would riKjuiro on our part 
great constancy, great exertionsf and great 
sacrihccs. 01 the, result, there coj^ld 
no appr|hensiou. They hatJkepjoyed th^ 
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jsatfefection of hearing l^rom the throne ofi 
the stability ci’.the resources,,aiiJ the«ftou- 
ritriung state of the commerce of the coun¬ 
try. In the mor&r character of our go¬ 
vernment ami of,our, people, in the wisdom 
ajftd energy of tlye one, in the bravery and 
unanimity of the other, we possessed com¬ 
plete assurance of success in thc^ contrast in 
which w(* were engaged. It he uwelt 
niorc on the necessity of war, than on tlie 
more popular topic ot the possibility ot 
peace, it was not because he estimated 
too lightly the blessings of peace, but 
because he dreaded the ellects of a hasty 
And premature one. We had ample 
means of carrying on war. In our navy 
we had not only the most efficient 
defence., but a greater power ofadivo hos¬ 
tility than perliaps we were yet ourselves 
dPTvare ol‘. By exerting our naval force in 
every possible direction, we migjif ‘^how 
the enenjiy^ that a pia'dorninant navy givi^s 
a power scarcely inferior to that of a con¬ 
quering army; we might conlrottl the 
haughty mind of the ruler of France, ami 
inspire him w ith tliat respect for this coun¬ 
try, which alone would insure permanent 
tranquillity. 

Lord Milton did not rise to oppose the 
address, but to express his regivt that 
when Russia oflcred her gooil oihees as a 
mediator, his majesty's ministers liad not 
thought fit to accept them. Ih^^coulfl not 
be suspectedbf any disposition at this nio- 
ment to encourage a division of opinion 
TBfflie subject of peace or war, after recent 
occurrences of considerable publicity, in 
which he had taken a decided part. . To 
the opinion which he then expressed, lie 
still aififered. He conceived it rnucli 
better to repiessi^my clamour on the sub¬ 
ject until if'sRould be asceTtaiued what 
steps had been taken by his majest]|^’s mi¬ 
nisters for the \e.storation cf p’eaee. At 
the sAme time, w^hen he heard flourishing 
descriptions of the state of the country and 
of its commerccj he could not avoid remark¬ 
ing, that had the persons who made those 
assertions attended more to the subject, 
^ey would have abstained from them. 
Locked up as we were from the continent, 
•closetl as every market was to our manu- 
&ctures, ho^ was it possible that our com¬ 
merce could thrive or be in,a flourishing 
, condition ? He owned that hd had hoped 
to have heard some assuranceTrom his 
that they anxious 
of peace; and that they 
• to embrace an opportunity of 

^firom whatever quarter it 
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might proceed. No such assurances/ 
been given. On the contrary, his majesty’s 
speech breathed a warlike spirit, declaringf 
that yve wert^ ready to act wdth hostility^ 
not only against France but against tbfe 
whole w orld. A great deal had been siyd 
on the attack of Copenhagen, it l>od 
been asserted, that the housf* arW^'^the 
country must give full credit to his ma¬ 
jesty's ministers for the motives by w aich 
they had been actuated. He wonk!* say, 
that to attack a neutral country as w^e 
attacked (’openhagen w as, prima lane, un¬ 
justifiable. It might lie justifiable ; but 
lie repeated that, prima facie, it was not 
so. For his jiurt, he could not see the 
probability that Denmark wamld 
sided w itii ITaiK'e had wi- not attacked hot*. 
It .seemed to him more blvcly that she 
would haFV(‘ resisted France. The summer 
had been an c^enth^l one. We had gone 
to war with Denmark ; we had goiu' to 
war with Russia ; Austria had reealfi'd 
her amtiassador ; the Orders of Council 
anti'other transactions would probably 
produce a ru}>Uire with America ; and 
yet, under such circumstances, the hoiisr 
Were to be amused watli line deelamalions 
on the extent of our resources, and on the 
progressive encrease of our ermimercc. 
Undoubtedly, after the necessary [lapers 
had been laid on tlie talile would bo the 
more proper lime for discussing these sub¬ 
jects ; but he could not refrain from thus 
publicly recording his regret, that his ma- 
je.sty’s speech contained no assurances of a 
disposition to restore peac e, at u time when 
the wdiole body of the manufacturers of 
the kingdom were experiencing such severe 
calamities. 

Mr. (k'orge Ponso7iby ons(*rved, that his 
ma^?sty’s sj>eech contained such a variety 
of topics, that it was difiicult to express an 
opifloii upon it. Had tlie, usual course 
prevailed in this instance; had the sub¬ 
stance of the sjieech Ix.^en known to the 
public for two or thre<‘, days before the 
delivery of k, this difticully would have 
been much lessened. ?sot only did the 
S[)oech embrace a great variety of topics, 
hut it was the^iemgest speech, he believed, 
that w^as ever read from the chair.. It re¬ 
quired, thereforei the utmost circumspec¬ 
tion in speaking of it, to prevent the ex¬ 
pression of ideas not exactly conceived; 
The first object of the speech as it' con¬ 
cerned this country, related to peace or 
war with France, and the other powers of 
the c^^nent. It was impossible for him 
to give a^irect opinion ot tlie negotiation 



- 49] PAUL. DEBATES, Jah. 21, 1809 — The Lords Commistienen’Speech. [50 


or'intercourse between the court of Lon¬ 
don and the courts of Petersburgh and 
Vienna. Were he to speak generally on 
the subject of peace or war, he would say, 
that peace was beyond all question the 
first interest of England, it was our great¬ 
er blessing; but this was an abstract pro- 
pcwaon ; he could not decide ]iositively 
onlhis particular subject, in the absence 
ot ni^e papers, which would show, w hethet 
or rAt peace could have been obtained, 
com[Mtibly with the honour and interests 
of th\poiuitry. Of this he was sure, that 
the first object of any statesman in the 
country ought to be to procure a peace, 
prrwided such a peace were compatible 
V'-i'th that honour and those interc'sts. lie 
begged not to be understood, as in the 
least degree advising, that in anv negotia¬ 
tion this country should tamel|Er listen to 
the demands of France. To France he 
hoped England would never bow her head. 
At this particular time he w as fuH^-^ aw are 
liow much it became her, to stand fij-nily 
on the high ground to which she was en¬ 
titled, by her honour, by her dignity, by 
^ler resources. He was most ready to ad¬ 
mit, that his majesty’s ministers would be 
fully justified in assuming the attitude he 
had described. If England stooped her 
head before France she w ould never raise 
it again ; but to say, whetlier ministers had 
acted right or wrong in the particular 
case to which he alluded, was impossible. 
His majesty had declared, that j^ll t4ie 
papers necessary to elucidate the subject, 
should be laid on the table. ’Till that 


0 ^ 


were done, any opinion must be pre¬ 
mature. He would, therefore, abstain 
from any furthe 4 ; reference to the conduct 
of government on this subject. If it should 
be shown that tliat conduct had Ueen 


right, he w^ould a})prove it; if wton^j, he 
would not hesitate to express his disap¬ 
probation.—The next subject of great 
importance in his majesty’s Speech was 
the conduct of government with regard to 
Copenhagen. If he might describe what 
ap}>eared to him the intention cf his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers on tins point, it was to 
obtain from parliament an 4inqualified ap¬ 
probation of their conduct, without laying 
before it any evidence of the ui^ncy of 
the motives by which they bad^en im¬ 
pelled. They were ready to submit to 
the t^use the papers relating th the inter¬ 
course between Petersburgh and Vienna, 
bwt they seemed desirous to abstain from 
the production of papers which Jsgd to % 
ittv«4ving in itself what to be 


the dearest object of natmpal concern— 
national clftifactcr. He hoped ’he should 
not be charged with.asperity in the* re¬ 
marks which he felt it his duty to make'on 
what had fallen from' tli^ noble mover pf 
the Address, and from ihe hon. seconder. 

He had heard the noble lord with great 
pleJViure, on account of the considerable 
ability which he had displayed* but, with 
the highest deference and respect towards 
liini, he was bound to make a few obser¬ 
vations on the dectrine be bad broached. 
Ministers, in Ids majesty’s speech, justified 
the attack of a country, neutral, as ifjret • 
a])poared, and unotlending, as it yet ap¬ 
peared, by declaring that a determination 
existed on the part of France, to seize the 
fleet of Denmark, and to convert it ijito 
the m{‘ans of hostility against this couf>- “ 
try. This was the justification in the 
speech,^ But the noble lord and the hon. 
seconder justified the step on tht^ ground 
that his majesty iiad too long forborn, and 
had Keen too long patient of the flagitious 
conduct of France to other powers, and 
that he was right in departing from the 
course wdiich, until tliat hour, he had pre¬ 
scribed to himself. Now, with regard to 
the first ground of justification, how the 
delernftnation of France to endeavour to 
compel the Danes to join the hostile con¬ 
federacy against this country, could jus¬ 
tify our government in attacking the ca¬ 
pital, and seizing the fleet of Denmark, 
without knowing whether or not she w^erwM- 
have agreed to join that confederacy, was 
beyond his comprehension. If compre¬ 
hensible at all, it must be from the suppo¬ 
sition that the weakness of Denm:^\A might 
induce her to submit. ,]Sow, if he under¬ 
stood the other ground o!f .|\lfttificattion, it 
was, that our government w^cre not bound 
to wa#L ihr any indications from neutral 
nations; but that, because Bonaparte had 
acted unjustly to such nations, our govern¬ 
ment were authorised* in acting unjustly 
too. In the whole course of the pi'esent 
war it had been the high boast of uiU 
counfry, that her conduct had been uni¬ 
formly fair, forbearing, just, and mod^- 
rate, ft had been always used as a great 
argument in that house, to induce the peo¬ 
ple to support their difficulties with firm¬ 
ness, that hshvevet unjust and oppressiye 
the acts of France had been, England had 
evinced %i|^pposit£^ di^osition, and had 
been as remarkable for her goo^ i5?-ith iff 
Fi-ante had been for her treaeWry. Tho ’ 
maintenance of sudi a character far ho¬ 
nour, df^ity, and fidelity, njust, in a Jhng 
* E « 
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* contest:* be the surest plrdi^e of success, 
if, therefm’e, riiijht lion. op])e.site 
did not mean to produce any papeu's, to 
throw a light on fhc induceinents for the 
Copenhagen ext>cclinon, it. was Impossible 
for lum to concuiv in that part ol the ad¬ 
dress which })ledgcd him to an approba¬ 
tion of it. Jle "agreed with |he npble 
lord who f-»poke hist, that the expediti<^i 
might be defcn.sibhi; he would not say 
that his majesty’s ministers were in error. 

They might be justifiable. The facts w ore 
unknown to him, and, thfrefore, he could 
nojt be expected to otii i* an opinion on 
thchi ; but should the right hon. gent, 
opposite persist in withholding any infor- 
inatioilon the subject, he pledged himself 
to move for such paper,s as would bring 
the discussion fairly before the houso. 

I'here were two points which demanded 
attention; the first was the right,Pthe >se- 
cond wasp the policy of the mea.surc ; on 
both the.se points tiro hoii.se was at pn\sent 
without the^inatenals of judging, aiKl the 
most objectionable part of the address aje- 
peared to him to be that tlie liou.se was 
pledged to approve of the mca.sure with¬ 
out* having these materials befurc it,— 

There was another topic in the speech, re¬ 
specting a new state of hostihiy, ii» w hich 
we had been lately involved with the 
courts of Pclersburgh, Vienna, and Berlin, 
on which it wa.s alnio.st impossible to de¬ 
cide till the papev.s containing the cor- 
TJgi^ondencc were laid before the liouse. 

He should only now obserie, that nothing 
to him appeared more surprising than the 
circumstance of England being at war 
with i^tria. That that power, wliicli 
had unuormly been our prop and supjiort, 
our partner itijo rfSTortime, and our friend 
on all occasioiik, should have been in¬ 
fluenced to sacrifice its ancient ottacli- 
meiiB and to Break the niimerdus ties by 
W'hich she was united to us, really seemed 
to him almost incredible—thi.s was somc- 
Aing which he could not understand. 

But, if Austria had been compelled in her 
fallen state to acquiesce in the demalids of 
Prance, he hoped that on the part of this 
country every degree offorbearanc^* would 
be exercisjil towards her. Jn regard to 
her, surely no conduct could be too mo¬ 
derate, ho language too conciliatory. To 
JJrance nirini.sters might use hi harsh lan- 
toge, as they thought fit. She^ad been 
liberalher abflse (ff us, aiUrthose who 
rpper might retaliate. But a 
s should be made between France 
pwm wlm had been^nduced 



to take up arms against us, not fi>m 
choice, but necessity; and it was besides 
suitable to the noble and generous feelings 
of the English nation to employ at all 
timc.s language as healing and conciliatory 
a^ po.ssible.—Another topic ot the .speecli 
on which he bad one observation to maW> 
was contained in that ])aragra|)h whS:li 
related to the king of Sweden, and w%re 
his majesty is made to (‘xpress a hope^^nat 
the house will feel with him the saf red¬ 
ness of the duty which the finnne.*^ and 
fidelity of that monarch had impose(V«po» 
him, and that it would concur in enabling 
his majesty to discharge it in a manner 
worthy of this country. It engagements^ 
had been contracted with the king 'of 
Sweden, he luid no doubt of the readiness' 
of the house to enable his majesty to fulfil 
them. Bift if it was in contcinplatiou to 
grant pecuniai y subsidies to that monarcli, 
lie thought the* house ought to pause be¬ 
fore it sanctioned .such an application of 
the public money. For, in the cour.se 
ofnwo or three months they might sec 
gentlemen rising up on the opposite side, 
and .speaking of him in terms similar UV 
those which "they had thi.s evening heard 
apj)lie<l to the (unperor of Russia. It w’as 
in the recollection of every one present, 
that a very short time ago panegyrics, 
tjuile as highly coloured as those now be¬ 
stowed on the king of Sweden, had been 
lavished upon the emperor Alexander, 
w'ken [le w as represented as magnanimous, 
generous, disinterested, in short, every thing 
that was great and good. Here, too, it was 
p(»ssihlr*, that he might be wuong, but all 
llrat he w ished wu,s that the house should 
not give any pledgi; t'^1 they were in 
p<)ss<‘.ssfon of the iniormation necessary to 
reg«lat(‘ their judgment.—The house, he 
, as.serted^ was tujually destitute of informa- 
1 rioirupon the (|ue.sUon relative to America 
j and neutral nations, and, till this informa- 
I tion was granted, he had no wish to anti- 
; cipate tlunr opinion. He should only ob- 
.serve generally, thul he .should be willing 
and ready at ail tirn^s to support any 
nicasnr(‘s which might he found neces¬ 
sary for the assertion of our Jionour, or 
tlui inaintenaiice of our interest.—nThere 
w^as another tojnc of much importance 
which iflight have been introduced into 
the speech, but respecting w'hich it w^s 
wholly silent, namely, the present * state 
of Ireland. On this subject not one word 
w as said, though tliere was certainly none 
to whK^it w as more the duty of mmisters 
To call^^ attention of parliment* lh% 
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hoped, however, that it was their intention 
to supply this omission, in the e(mrse of 
the session of parliament, lie was fully 
sensible of the importance which every 
measure of a public nature dfu’ivcd from 
coining directly from the servants of the 
ciW’n; '^nd he hoped that inu(‘h time 
woJd^iot elapse before they came forward 
witl some proposition calculated to (juiet 
thoj\ apprehensions which were al Ihij? 
inommt, he Mas afraid, e(]iiull\ general 
and Mjll founded.—Having said these fev^ 
words^^ j)rofess(‘d to hav(' no int( ntion of 
taking The sense of the house iipon the 
address. Upon (juestions M’herc they were 
Mdiolly M'ithout information, it would be 
absurd to call upon it to express an opi¬ 
nion. And as to the aflair of (’openhagen, 
lie promised that he would, on ii future 
occasion, move for the jirocluctlon of the 
tieccssary documents, so that it might at 
least be fairly brought under discussion. 
All that he wished nou' Mas, not tc^be un¬ 
derstood as ap]>roving of it; and . the 
remarks he had made M ere intended chiefly 
to prevent his being told aftenvards, that 
•Iiy consenting to the address he had pre- 
efuded himself from any future investi¬ 
gation of this important topic. Certainly, 
no event had occurred in the course of the 
last century the cause of which so loudly 
called for inquiry. He hoped that minis¬ 
ters had conducied themselves in a manner 
deserving the approbation of tlie people of 
England ; if not, he was well assureil tlmt 
the country M^ould not submit to the oblo¬ 
quy of a disgraceful tratisaction. 

Mr. Miines said, that in oRcring his sen¬ 
timents on the present occasion to the house, 
he should endc anour, as much as possible, 
to compress closely, asMcll the ideasMbirh 
be conceived liimself, as those Mhich had 
been suggested to him by others, ^riio^igh 
the gentlemen on the other side had con¬ 
demned maipv ol' the measures adverted to 
in the speecli from the throne, it had not i 
been asserted by aiiv one, tliat they had I 
not been completopy successful; and, j 
whatever they migUf think of the principle ! 
upon udneh tliosc measures w ere founded, 
they could not but coiisideiMit fortunate for 
the country, that they had, by success, 
proved bemiicial to its interests. He could 
without difficulty, concur in th(^address, 
b^scause he had no hesitation in ^giving his 
entir^ approbation to the conduct of his 
majesty's government. If ministers had, 
sinoe the termination of the last session of 
pytt ament, performed so many essentia^ 
amices to the nation, if they.had crowded* 
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*as had been well and *statcd by his 
hon.Vriend,^if he would alhiA' him to call 
him so, into so short space of tim'h, a 
greater number of important events than 
had ever in the comjiass of a similar peri<yi 
been acconqilished, and eCrtainly than hacf 
been < llectt‘d by the administralion which 
preceded them in office, lie could not pos- 
siWly feel any difficuliy in supjjorling the 
address which expressed ap]irobation of 
their measures. He looked ii])on it to be 
no inconsiderable test of the unobjection¬ 
able nature of the address, that ncitftcr the 
.sagacity of ihehon. member, who had j^st 
sat doMii, nor of tlie noble lord who pre¬ 
ceded him, could select any one point to 
Mhich they could seriously object. But, 
Mdien the speech comprehenJed, as it did, 
so many and such various topics, respecting 
Russia, Austria, Denmark, Portugal, and 
SMvden,* it Mas extremely easy^ for any 
gentlemen to comment upon a •separate 
point, on Mhich each might leave that 
house nidiilging the high ainbitk)n, that his 
had been the speech Mhich remained un- 
ansM'crcd. And when ministers were to 
be called to account for what they Jbiad 
done, it must follow that those who 
should do the most, would have the 
most t8 answer for. He would agree 
with the right honourable gentleman 
opp(jjite, that it would be impolitic to 
adopt any measure by w hich .the charac¬ 
ter of the country might be affected, if the 
powers of Europe retained tlKiir indepc»«^. 
deuce, or if the government of Denmark 
could have been considered free to follow 
that course which its honour and intciyst 
dictated. But no gentleman would con¬ 
tend, tliat there was a pow er on the con¬ 
tinent which could have thennan- 

dates of the enemy. Tlic 'question res¬ 
pecting the Danish expedition had beeii 
considiTod by the right hon. gent, \vith 
reff'rence to two general proposition.? ; 
first, w hether the nccessity'^ Justified th^ 
measure ; and secondly, w hether the con¬ 
viction of his majesty's ininistei*s reapedt- 
ing t(fat necessity, w as ssuilic'ieni to justify 
them, 'ihe first liad been stated by the 
noble lord (Milton,) the latter by the t;jght 
hdn. gent, wffio had just sat dourn. It w ai 
the first duty of ministers to act upon the 
necessity^ aiyl H wits equally their duty 
use their discretion in judging of that ne¬ 
cessity, taNyf^ in acting ijpon it, thcly 
to err at alhit.w’as mucdi cotter that 
should err upon the side of 
rity. He should not then 
I argiim^t to shew thut 
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justified in acting upon proUabilities* be¬ 
cause that ddt^'ihe was coi]SAnant with 
the law of nations, if any public law had 
survived the subjugation of the powers of 
the continent, oy if,, there was now any 
rule for the cond^^ct of nations to be found 
in Europe but that of the Napoleon code. 
He had lately met with a passagj in Vattel 
which fully justified that principle. The 
passage he alluded to stated, that w^hen 
th6 security of a nation was threatened, 
its government should act upon reasonable 
presumption," and concluded with assert¬ 
ing, that too srru|)ulous an attention to 
justice in times of danger, paved the way 
to slavery.” So far the authority of this 
great civilian justified the conduct of his 
inajcsty^s* niinihters. On the ground of 
corttidcnce alone he should he iljsposed to 
concur in the address, though ministers 
had nut subniitted the souri es of tfceir se¬ 
cret iuloT^nation euhev to t\ie cunosily of 
that house, or to the vengeance of Bona- 
l^arle. Bunhough he could give hifcvote 
ibr the address on the grouiivl of confi** 
depce as to their secict information, he 
y^t felt, liliat he could justify the conduct 
ol ithnisters upon facts which were acces¬ 
sible to them all. If Denmark had been 
really worse disposed to this coimti^v than 
she was, would she not have pursued })re- 
ciscly the same course she had followed ^ 
Would she not have delayed her Decfara- 
tion till she \vas fully jirepared, and re¬ 
sided some causes of conijilaint, till she 
seasonably make them the ground 
of her hostility ? We were not to expect 
any cxplieil declaration of their motives 
from powers under the influence of t rance. 
Denmark had acted precisely as site would 
have., done if sj^had entered into the 
views pf’ oureTTeiny, and this was a sufii- 
cient ground, for the measures ajiopted 
by niinisfers. The extraordinary concen- 
tr^tmn of French troops on the frontiers 
of Holstein, and the aubiiiission of Den- 
jtfark to the decrees of France, and her 


remonstrances against our maritime righ 
together with her active and formidal 
myal, equipments, were sufficient 
d^ces of her submission to Bonapar 
ApOlf^r ground of his contidence in n 
wasTJerived from a view of t 
of Europe. Let us pass over^ve 

^eyidenej^ gaid the hon. gent, ai 
only confederated as s] 

wliWfgTDeclari 
^"rance hardi 
Seqessary to conceal in the hai 
BMpf ot.feer peace; to liusgjp, wh 


, under great disguise, still found no pro¬ 
tection from French controul in her un¬ 
broken strength; to Portugal, w ho equal¬ 
ly found none in her weakness and com¬ 
pliance ; and to’ Austria, who, without 
apy maritime interests, seemed forced 
into this maritime league only to fmi^i 
and round oil’ this conlederacy, *co 
wdiatever w as this night wanting in aiyu- 
mg from the analogy of the rest of /Eu¬ 
rope, and to shew liow miserable iipced 
was the deception, if Denmarkfe ever 
imagined that she alone of everyJother 
state was to be exempted from inva- 
.sion of her neutrality. With a large navy, 
with a more extended commerce, and 
wdth the keys of the Baltic in her hands, 
w'ould Buonaparte have allowed her to re¬ 
main as a monument of reproach to the 
vassalage nf surrounding countries, and to 
have broken the continuity of the chain 
' wlneVv binds every shore of Europe ?—He 
ought not to quit the subject without be- 
stowing*a remark on the opinion of the 
noblili lord (Milton), that the expedition 
should be condemned, because the Crown 
Prince of Denmark was in Holstein, and^ 
his forces unprepared. Strange as that 
sentiment might be, it excited no surprise 
in his mind. It was a specimen of the poli¬ 
tics of the school of w hich the noble lord 
w as the disciple, or perhaps leader; and 
wdicii a noble lord {ll.Petiy) announced that 
their leading policy was nos rebus scr- 
va^ius secuudis,” or that they would never 
assist a* friend till he was in a condition not 
w ant it, he could not but think the advice 
of the noble lord perfectly natural, that 
we should never resist an enemy till he i» 
in a condition to despise our resistance.— 
The hon. gent, insisted, that the more 
coimealcd the attempt, the greater neces¬ 
sity theijE' was to guard against its mis- 
chi^ous tendency, by a prompt and vigo¬ 
rous defeat of it. The treaty of Tilsit had 
fixed and bound the emperor of Russia 
fast to the views and measures of Buo¬ 
naparte ; eveny act ofiijjiig, since the execu¬ 
tion of that treaty, daily and hourly 
evinced his increasing adherence to his 
plans and desig)}^ against this country. The 
right hon. gent, had declined to enter into 
any argument on the subject of the Rut- 
siaii mediation, because information had 
been promised to be laid before the house; 
and also on the conduct of the coul^ts of 
Vienna and Berlin, because he should 
move for information on UuKsIb subjet^ts on 
a futufe day. He would not, tlmrefipr®, 
feke up the time of the houee^ by enteriiiiK 
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further on either of those topics at present; 
but he would observe, that he had no 
doubt on his niitid, but that the conduct 
of both those powers had been actuated 
and guided by the predominant and over¬ 
bearing influence of Buonaparto, wlip 
would not sutler any power on the conti¬ 
nent^ ccSitinue at peace and amity witli 
us y;pind therefore he thought ministers 
wei\^* no ways culpable on account of th^ 
receUi conduct of those governments, lie 
then iiuverted to the dispute with America, 
and h'|y*od that the good sense of the mo¬ 
deratethinking people in that coun- 
tiy wouiN so I'ar influence its government, 
as that matters might still be brought to a 
fair and reasonable accommodation, llis 
majesty's present ministers had on their part 
shewn every desire to do away every cause 
of complaint as far as they could, without 
Jiiaking a sacrifice of our most important 
rights. Mr. M. then went into the various 
t^uestions of Russia, Portugal, and Den- 
luvivk. These were the various topic^, wliich 
arose out of the Address ; they with him Ik‘- 
spoke indiv iduallythe prudence and activity 
ministers, and presented in the aggregate 
a prospect tlic most satisfactory. What 
might be tlie issue of these our endeavoiir.s, 
whether peace or w ar, be could not say; 
if war, w'c had tlie hope of similar success ; 
if peace, the consciousness that we liad 
<‘arncd it. That peace, of which they had 
that night heard so much, he would entrust 
to the hands of ministers. They would (^i 
the one liand pei'ceive and estimate’ what 
the sincerest lover of peace must admit to 
be discouraging ; that peace, in its most 
flattering aspect, would be little more than 
a suspension of ^hostilities, and that no 
formal act of government could root out 
rancour and stifle jealousy ; and if thes e* 
fore we did return the swwd, t^iat our 
hand must never quit the hilt, and abtive 
all, feeling that Bonaparte would in his 
terms wish to question * opr ,maritime su¬ 
premacy, a patrimony entailed upon us, 
and therefore not raster of »negociktion, 
they would judge far a peace was 
promising under sijch 'appearances. He 
repeated it, that weie Bongparte to abdi* 
cate his throne, and (kfpose all his minion 
princes, were he to restore to France her 
legal government, and to Eu^fivthe ba¬ 
lance of power, they would not in his mind 
be equivalent for the sacrifice of our com¬ 
mand at sea, or justify ministers in disho- 
Hourly thiuiiitBrattainted title, by which we 
sty WXrsdves Eirglishmeo* On the other 
he trusted that niinistera were fuJly' 


I *awake to the exigencies, that they required 
no speeches^or petitions tcfifell them that 
privations must be numerous, and the pres¬ 
sure deplorably severe.' He hoped ministers 
wanted not to be told thaUpeace had fewer 
calamities than war. A{ii, in vindication 
of that part of the country with which he 
was locally connected, he would say, that 
if^tlie noble lord (Milton) supl)osed that 
that public voice was meant only to ex¬ 
press the existence of misfortunes which all 
in pail felt, he was sure he was right; if he 
meant to say that it was connected with 
an^' political opinion whatever, as %m& ^ 

was lie that he was wrong. Under thVse 
impressions, he should give *his unqualified 
support to the Address. 

Mr. Whitbread, \^hatever might have 
been llis disposition not to trouble tTie 
house With any observations on the present 
occtisiorl, could not remain silent aitcr tho 
speech of the hoti. gent, who had*just sat 
down. However lie might respect the 
lalenti of that hon. member, aijd the dVs* ' 
comment with which he applied those 
talents in commenting on the eloquence of 
those w ho had preceded him, he could 
not agree with him iu his observation, 
imputing a defect of sagacity to his right 
hon. fraend (Mr. Ponsnnby), than whom 
no man possessed that faculty in a more 
eminent degree. Neither the hon. gent, 
wnth all his talents,nor all the concentrated 
talents of Europe, could overturn the 
eternal principles of justice which his ri^hf 
hon. friend had asserted. The hon. gent, 
had quoted a passage from Vattel, in jus¬ 
tification of the expedition to Copenhagen; 
but this passage would not apply «to the 
defence of a measure so cruel and unjust 
in its principles, and Vitich , he ij^red 
would prove so baneful in its'consequences 
to this country. He agreed^ with his right 
hon. friend, that it was possible it might 
be justified, and he hoped he would follow 
up the notice he had given for papers to 
ascertain that point. The hon. member 
who bad seconded the address, and for 
whon^he entertained a high respect, had 
talked of the private morality of the 
nation; Hbut he wondered that hon. gent, 
did not blush for the right hon^gentlemen 
below him, when making that observation. 
Had this country, which had been so long 
calling upon the living God in defence 
; of morali^t^and social oraer, now at length 
found out coiAlucf was wrong, mti 

that Boh^arie, who had been all\hih time 
worshipping &al, was right ? By the 
attack upjpaDexiiiiarit: we had joined iBsRemi 
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6r sixteen hulks, but had excited an inex- 
tingUishable ftaYred in the bKe?bsts of* the 
Danes, and given the whole maritime po- 
puiation of that cohntry to France. It was 
urged, that the attack was made in order 
to prevent Deninajpk fi em joining France ; 
but had it not shut us out from that coun¬ 
try, and thrown its wdiole resources jnto 
the arms 'of France ? Ministers assovt(^d 
that they had some information of the de¬ 
signs of Denmark, which they kept hack, 
but winch justified their conduct. From 
his Jiesrt he believed they had none, but 
if tfw^y had, they owed it to the house to 
produce it. The hon. gent, under the 
gallery (Mr. Mfslnes) had assert(‘d, that the 
collection of the Danish army on tlie 
frontiers of Holstein was a proof of the 
UnSerstanding between the court of Cop(‘n- 
hagen and the coui ts of Russia and France. 
But if Denmark had leagued witli RuSsia 
and France, was it not more likely that 
would have collected her army in Zea¬ 
land to resist the attack of the power against 
whom she had formed a connection.^ Upoli 
this point they had assertion against asser¬ 
tion, and he had no hesitation in saying, 
that he believed the assertion of the prince 
royal ^of Denmark in preference to that of 
hht majesty\s iniinsters; and here he must 
e^epress his regret, that the noble lord who 
had moved the address, should have given 
lyay to an insulting taunt upon that gSlant 
prince. If liis courage had not been al- 
r g g d y tried, if he had not steadily persc- 
viejred in the principles upon which he had 
professed to act during the ]jrcsent war, 
dud shewn that in his country\s defence 
ho wa% insensible to personal fear, such 
ohsei:vations might have been well timed. 
He not but femai k here, upon the 
m**gcribral applied to powers who 
been in alliance with us, anti were 
afterwards compelled to side wdfh ourene- 
The emperor-of Russia had not made 
p^ce with Frances from a feeling of dcs- 
pondeucy, but from haid necessity, sinii- 
to that which led to the peace of 
l^burgh. He was sorry that thf hon. 
^t. had alluded to any consequences 
flt^^fuight result from the effect of the 
of TQbit upon the peojde of Russia. 
!l|t§,4^d .8een, with regret, similar illusions 
tiioe^fiince in the publi^ prints, and 
circumstance then, only 
li^robation of thakpractice* 
M eait^ fl!Rhe subject 
'i e^^^diiion, but he should 
ho had to say till another op<* 
one pc^ in the 
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.speech which had not been touched upon 
by his right hon. friend, that he thought 
deserving of notice, namely, the credit 
taken by ministers for the emigration of 
the court of. Lisbon. This was an event 
which he believed might in time be bene¬ 
ficial to his country, but that ministers had 
any credit for the arrangements macl^^or 
that purpose, he could not see any groSMd 
to admit. The hon. gent, must he a\wVe, 
that the prince of ih-azils had a mort 
time before his departure from l/sbon, 
issued a proclamation for shutting ^j^v^ports 
against this country, and uniting^^ith the 
continent to jirocure a maritime* ])eace. 

It w'a.s not until the apjicarance of an arti¬ 
cle in the INloniteur, declaring that the 
house of Braganza had ceased to reign, that 
the prince determined to emigrate, and lord 
Strangford, after having fjuitted Lisbon, 
for the first time met the prince on his 
voyage. With all his admiration of the 
talents of the noble mover of the address, 
and of the hon. gent, who had just sat 
dofvn, he could not concur in the princi- 
])lcs they had that night laid down. They 
were very young men, and might live to"' 
witness the advantages this country, if it 
should survive the vigour of the present 
ministers, would derive from the emigra¬ 
tion of that prince to the Brazils; for his 
part he was satisfied he should never live 
to see it, for he did not expect such sudden 
effects from the bare emigration of the 
On this score he thought the mi¬ 
nisters* had no merit, and were intitled to 
no approbation. With respect to the at¬ 
tack upon Denmark, they had, in his opi¬ 
nion, gi-eat demerit, because that attack 
w^as cruel and unjust wn|hout any neces¬ 
sity, and if he thought that the addiTss 
w oald [ilcdgc him to any approbation of 
it, he wi>uld not fear to take the sense of 
tlieTfiouse upon it. It w'lisw itb concern, he 
observed, that tlierc >vas no allusion wliat- 
ever in the speech to a prospect of peace, 
(rcntlemen were in piissession of his sentii- 
nients upon the subjAt of peace, and he 
w as free to repeat, thV in the iiegociation 
w hich had taken pbceyately with France, 
that object lo.st,>not because France 
w'as always wrong,'but because England 
was frequentlv wrong, and that many op- 
portunit i wPN aA elffecting peace had been 
lost. The time would come, w^hen the do¬ 
cuments rcsfKscting the discussi^^il^j with 
the court.s of Russia and Vienna w^ouW >re 
produced. He shoiild say> h^Wwor. the 
meaif time, that^ if thinisters* would ^ield 
^0 common mtm and « [iOw 
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compatible with the honour and interests of »surprize that the right hoii,jgpnt. opposite 
this country might be obtained. lie knew (iVIr.*Poiisollhy) should ha^^equired time 
aot whether the disposition of the people to njarshal his arguments, with a view to 
of this country was for peace or for war, conviiu e any small pdrtion of persons 
but he would assert, that the late Orders who might be persua)de(k to agree with 
of Council would be found to produce him in his opinion upon ffie matter of the 
great inconvenience to the great mass of address. The intention of that right hon. 
the a-tjppl#. If any f<*lt this inconvenience, gent, to postpone delivering his sentiments 
it ’|as their birth-right to express their u})on tliat subject, was undoubtedly, in 
sens';, and the constitutional course was* some degree, embarrassing to those who 
by p. tition. lie not only would not re- dillcred from him. But in the state in 
press V but, if the disposition of his rna- whicli the fact then was, when the debate, 
jesty^; ministers should not incline them however protracted, could lead to n(f deci- 
to peaci^^ould think them justifiaf)le in sion, and in the confidence of his impression, « 
jietitioniflfe for the removal of such minis- that a groat majority of that house thou^t 
tors, in orefer to make way for others more as he did on this occasion,Hie should in¬ 
disposed to peace. Peace, in his opinion, deed be culpable if he went into a great 
was necessary to the salvation of the coun- length of discussion in the present instance, 
try ; but he would rather that the country But, as the gentlemen opposite had thought 
should perish, than submit to a dishonour- proper to state to the house the course 
able peace.—As to Ireland, he regretted, they mtjjmt to pursue, he felt it a m* 
with his right hon. friend, that no allusion pcct due to the house, to state the*mannei^ 
had been made to that country. Minis- in which, in all probaliility, their argu^ 
ters, notwithstanding all their vigouV, must menrsmmid be met, when ^thc^discussion ^ 
have been sufliciently urged upon that sub- sl^mld come on. He did not mean to un- 
ject by men acquainted with the country, clervalue the talents of the right hon gent, 
^during the recess. If something was not opposite (Mr. Ponsonby), but it would 
done for Ireland, the security of the em- be rather surprising, if lie alone of all 
pire would he put to hazard. At the same those who had filled the place which 
lime he agreed with his right hon. friend, it scemqd he was now to occupy, should 
that they should have patierici*, and not require a day*s preparation to deliver his 
press the subject precipitaudy forivard, in sentiments upon topics on which the 
tlie hope that ministers would in tune take mind of the public bad been long made 
it into consideration. On the subjeet of up. The right hon. gent, had stated also, 
America he should not say much, as h*^ as a ground of delay, that the communicJir 
majesty's ministers seemed to hold \)ut a tioiis respecting the intercourse between 
hope, that our dillerenccs w itli that coun- his majesty's ministers, and the courts of 
try would be amicably accommodated. Austria, and Russia, were necessary fot 
When gentlemen talked of the prosperity their discussion ; but the right hon t gent, 
of the country, and of the jirodactiveness seemed to understand those communica- 
of the income tax, and the nourishing tions in a larger sense flian the wor^s of 
state of our resources, ho would ask, whether the speech would warraiff By what 
an indetinite war would not be ruiis^ r We had lUyen from the right hon. gent, ho 
should not go on in a blind security, tITat seemed to expect voluminous documents 
dctith would never come. We had fought respecting treaties with those courts; but 
15 years agaimst Fiance, and reduced all on a reference to the w ords of the speech, 
the powers of Europe,^*xcept Sweeden, to he would lind that they referred only to 
a state of sub^ervienly to France, to a official Notes, which passed between hi$ 
power, the greatest ifiie world ever saw, majestyminister and the RusSsian and 
and governed by aif indiwdual, as able to Austrian ministers. If the right hon. gent, 
wield that power asa^y poijjpn the world should tlnnk that his majesty’s miamtjjers 
ever produced. He iteggcd to deprecate w'ere justified in not accepting l^e media- 
the use of acrimomou.s language towards a tion ofiered, until they could ascertain 
power with which w'e must so<^pppior later whetlicr the py^*er offeruig it was in a si- 
negociate. He should not trespas.s longer tuatioa to mediate impartially, and the 
on th^^aUention of the house, as he should Notes to produced should prove 
have /pporiuiiities of delivering his sen- fact, he hopeo^r Itis SppAbatioft^of thei|? 

timrimi^ li«l)Tth rhrnthr nrpintr |inj . conduct, in not consenting to tfeaf till > 

shou^olomeunder discussion. Hhey should know upon*what bast#—a 

jffr. ^cretary Canmnff expressed seme *que!stioii toat had occupied thyee 
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in the late negotiation. As to Austria/] could make out a full justification, though 
had ttever^ssigned any ciiuse fbl* her he thought it right to state before hand 
hosiniity to this country, and this fact that no force should extort from therii^ 
would appear from the documents to be the secret source of their intelligouce. If 
|>jroduced.—Witji respect to the motion of any doubts could be entertained of the 
which the right Hon. gent, bad given no- designs of Bonaparte, thus far he could tell 
tice, for papers relative to the expedition the non. gentlemen, that the communica- 
to Copenhagen, it was very possiblp he tions from the Portuguese govcnimo«;i re- 
might moVe for some information whifli lated as well to the Danish as to thc1p<jr- 
inight safely be produced. But if he «tugtiese navy.. What had happeiWi in 
should, for the purpose of removing, as he Portugal was sufficient to convinceAwery 
represented it, the foulest stain that ever fair thinking man of the truth of iliefintor- 
attached to the annals of any nation, mation respecting Denmark, andwis- 
, m^fc for the secret information upon dom of the steps taken upon infor- 
whieh that expedition was umlertaken, as miition. In taking those steps, tlfe present 
frr as his judgment went, he believed he ministers had the example ot tyeir prede- 
, would never have ocular conviction. The cessors before them. It \^ as only necessary 
hon, gent, was at a loss to ima- to apply to Denmark the principle they 
gme why this secret intelligence was not had a])]dicd to Portugal, to threaten and 
published. But he would assure that coerce s<!cret enemies, or at least suspi- 
rij&t hvm. gent, that as the fact nAv st&od, cious neutrals, instead ot old aiul faithful 
♦:i3 as iiPwould be made out in argument, allies. Tlic same cause that jn'evenfed 
miaisters would truit to it for their justifi- parliainent frpm possessing similar infor- 
^ Wtum, and npvcr expose the soutce of mationVspecting most oft,lie other projects 
their secret intelligence. If this subjf?l:t oP the late ministers, prevented it irom 
was again to be brought into discussion, possessing tlie documents respecting the 
he begged to state, that be would prove expedition of earl St. Vincent to Lisbon, 
the* measure not to have been unprece- namely the failure of the plan. The traces 
dented, and though the conduct of his however were to be found in the Foreign 
mfijesty^s ministers might be hekltup in a Office. The instruct ions were the same, 
few speeches in that house to the exeera- buf the issue was diilerent.—With respect 
tion of the country, they would run^ than to the late proceedings at Lisbon, it was 
rkk and ii^pur that penalty, rather than necessary for the country to know, that the 
guiier the secret to be torn from their court of Lisbon always made an unreserved 
- Ik&soms. But, was this the moment when (a>mmuhication to his majesty’s represen- 
auch documents were to be called for ? tatives, of the full extent of the demands 
, Was it possible, at a time wben there was of France, as well as of the extent to 
no capital on the continent where the which it was disposed to comply with those 
powui^of Bonaparte could not drag the demands, rather than proceed to tlie last 
offender against hjm to execution ; when extremity ; and of the pqjnt beyond which 
tilery wasjft British accredited agent in it would refuse roinpliance, let the refusal 
my country" oT Europe, w'as it possible, be^accompanied with what risk it might, 
^it such a tipie should be fixecl oiofor di- These cmiimun h at ions w erC accompanied 
l^ging the sources of secret intelligence t wifh an assurance, that iii no case sliould 
Was this country, to say to tlie agents, the persons of British subjects, or their 
> who served it filim fidelity? or from less property, be injured or viola.tcd. Under 
worthy' motives, you shall serve us but those circumstance.Uns majesty’s goverii- 
cteiee, and your life shall be the forfeit? rnent thouglft itrigM to allow .some lati- 
He should contend, as his hon. fricAls had tude for obtaining b;j^egociation, and par- 
deme, that the arrangements at Tilsit, and ticularly bv sh^ing^he vigorous deter- 
/Ae; measures which ensued, without any minatioii of (ii/atlMam, the forbearance 
^ d^umentj^uUy justified the measures of of France. Evdtr though some* doubt 

g vemment. He should be glad to might have been entertained of the sta- 
ow what motives coul^ be ascribed bility good faith of Portugal, it 

‘ to fak im^sty's ministers for acting seemed better to run all risks; and tlte 
:t|« ^eyh)^ done, ^if notfipwi the con- issue had justtfwd the determinationl With 
; oTthe case. He respect to sending an army to dd;ew| Por- 

a factious motive for the assui'ance^tlfe aWe 

them an iiitetitional delusion^ ofiicer, that no army Great Bfitat]|*^^d 

pnHiic, hist be was to^denl he send would be to object^ and 
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the presence of such an army was depre-^ 
cated by the prince Regent, as tending to 
precipitate his ruin. A sec ret treaty, signed 
in Oct. last, bound the Portuguese govern¬ 
ment not to admit a French garrison into 
the Portuguese forts, and to protect tJie 
persons and properties oJ Fnglish subjects, 
'rhis treiy^y was faithfully executed on the 
paijife of Portugal. It was a fact, that a 
rVmoh force had entered Pi>rtugal, and 
haa advanced some way before the f;u?t 
was made known to the head of the Portu¬ 
guese government; and this was at the 
inonu:|Vt when the known presence of sueli 
a force^ft»the frontiers, and a promise that 
it vvouldVbrbear to enter, had induced the 
prince Rqgent to shut the ports:igaiiist the 
English, and to seize the snmll remains of 
British property that were to be found. 
This proceeding called forth sopie dcgiee 
of hostile retaliation on our part, which 
was abandoned as soon as tlie disc ov cry of 
the actual invasion of Portugal by the* 
French led the Portuguese govermnent to 
see that its only chance of safety was, in 
the alliance and under the protection of 
Great Britain. The advantage of this 
^ conduct was felt in the emigration of the 
Portuguese governmen»t, in perfect friend¬ 
ship and alliance with Great Britain, to the 
Brazils, and yesterday, more immediately, 
on the arrival of tiie dispatches announcing 
the surrender of Madeira to this country. 
There was, certainly, reason to believe that 
there was treachery in some part of the 
Portuguese government, and to thi^ pjfrt 
must be attributed the occasional preva¬ 
lence of French interest, and the conceal¬ 
ment of the advance of part of the bVeiieh 
army, at a time when assurances were given 
that it would n«t pass the frontiers.—It 
was remarkable, that while the application 
of force at Co[ieiihagen as (‘onclenined by 
the gentlemen opposite, the noh-ai>pli- 
cation of it at Lisbon was censured no less 
severely ; but so it would have been if the 
force had been applied at Lisbon, and ne¬ 
gotiation at Copenhajltn. C^msure would 
have still followed tlje force and the nego¬ 
tiation. Copenha^’n, them would have 
been lost by foolisl^^n^il^^mce, and Portu¬ 
gal outraged by unpnktUplM and impolitic 
violente. A french army could not have 
reached Lisbon in less ^hanfijj^ or six 
weeks ; but a French on the 

very frontier of Holstein^ rek^ to over¬ 
run province, and to enter iSealand 
imnadiatelj^fter. The Danish army 
not ^paHCmkdition to resist; the cuiiipre^ 
shutting the ports and surrendering# 
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the fleet was of course , to be looked for, 
anfUhen t^ie confidence’irssffemnark would 
have boon commented on as weak and ijpnbe- 
c;ile as the confidence in Portugal was said to 
be at present. It w,as strange tiiat this ^ 
proceeding with respect to Copenhagen 
U '.is objected to by the ^ery men who ad¬ 
vised the occupation of Madeira without 
tlie*eousefit of tlie Portuguese goveiamcnt 
in the year 1801. That measure was 
vieued with as much indignation by the 
F^orlugueso government then, as the seiz- 
uve of the Danish was now^by the 
court of Dcmnaik. ('erlainly, the repug- 
nanc(‘ was as mueh justified on principle ; 
but the Portuguese governjjient itself had 
since reiognized the jasrieennd propriety * 
of the jiroecediiig ; for PoVtugai herself 
could not have preserved the Island fi^ni 
falling into the hands of FraH<^. —With 
resj^ect, to tlie points of media^n Vid 
peace, fie had no objection to'Tiisjuss flll^ 
also at tlie present moment. 
there was reason after tlie Treaty of 
fpr this country to entertain a*more hos¬ 
tile policy towards Russia, every thing 
that friendship and conciliation could dic¬ 
tate was done to the last moment, when 
tlie hostile Declaration came with as much 
surprize upon Petersburgh as it did upon 
Londoi?, So It was also with respect to 
Austria. No complaint, no remonstrance, 
no (discussion had preceded the recal of 
the ambassador ol’ that power ; not 
even so much as a notice ; so it was also 
w ith respect to the rceal, of the Prussian 
Ambassador ; and here he felt himself 
called upon to conti’iidict an in^iimiatioa 
ill the ^lonitcmr, winch charged^ baron 
Jacobi w ith giving to the court of Lon¬ 
don the secret infomiatiorj respe(?tlng 
the proceedings of the French goverfiment 
in Prussia, when the fact was, that this in- 
IbrmatTon came from a Bi^itish minister. * 
With respect to the lale siqiposed negoti¬ 
ation for peace, no tur^ible overtuic had 
been made by tlie French, or the Austriait 
government. Prince Stalivemberg, with 
that ^^nerosity of character for which hei 
w^as so distinguished, had 'made an ofier 
of his personal services to institute and 
establish a pacific intercourse- But’that 
was not the mode of negociiflion which 
could be satisfactory to a country like 
this. The gentlemen at the other side 
sneered, as if they knew more than he did 
on this Tlnwe Iwid been a peiiod 

within, his merrtoty, wdicn the ratinister of ^ 
a party had braved the ling's minister in 
a Foreign court f alluding taMr. Ad^air's 

F \ 



DEBAms, Jan. 21, 180« 

‘Ctfadttct «t St. Betersburgh, during Mr. 

lirto. ■aH’viiiijist.ration], bpt he hppcd 
. ifcn instance would never occur again, 
’And would not •advise any one to try it. 

l%e'expedition Constantiliople had been 
istfiitituted at the^econnnendation of Rus- 
'Bia, as a diversion which, it ^^’as said, iriirst 
be ^tuccessful, if accoinpanictl with troops. 
No troops, were sent, and it was urisuc- 
^*«eSsfuI. I’here being no object for tht; 
further continuance ot hostility, a ncgoci- 
'^tion for peace with the Porte was coin- 
^lenc^^, in conj!inction w-ith Russia, and 
the .Treaty was far advanced wlien Russia 
'h^5ke oif from us, to nrgociate under the 
iliflaence of biance, and thus induced the 
Porte ' to br|ak otf the »iegociation w ith 
tts,—With i4specl to the only remaining 
iaHlependent state, nanicly> »Sweden, it was 
Otir dtitjylf* invigorate, inspire, and sup- 
excite doub4 and.dc- 
JjJ|MideiT^‘y.^ should say more* on this 
in a fc*w day.s, when he should pro- 
have to bring down a nicssagti froni 
majesty, calli)ig on the house to maj^c 
^provision fo r subs id i ary on ga go me n ts 5v h i c h 
were about to be concluded with the king 
of Sweden, and which would be conimu- 
^likated to the houst^ of course.—Willi rt‘- 
^ItpeOt to the differences with America, it 
had b^n thought right, frankly an?l volun- 
to disavow the unauthorised act of 
%o^ility tow'Urd?? the C hesapeake. • The 
^pfovOCation^the officer who had committed 
that act had received, went far to excuse 
«him : but the right of searching ships of 
'war had never been acted upon long or to 
any extent, and in later times it had not 
'been %cted upon at all. It was, thereiorc, 
'thought right to abandon tiiis unfounded 
?pret«tnsion iimef|uhrocally; but in doing 
fits majesty Vministers w^erc determined 
"Hdt tsp concede a point of what the strict 
right of Great Britain, and 
4hemage of nations justifved, and required 
'the British government to sup]>oi‘t. With 
respect to the late Orders of Ckuincil, re- 
^tsalkiting the restrictions of the French go- 
^ennnent upon our conmioicc, hc^maiu- 
twined our right to go as tar us France, 
^iid that it was only by makiitg France 
ylfeer the effects of her own injustice, that 
"We could ffopc to bring her to more rea¬ 
sonable conduct. The vigour of the Britisli 
:itavy whenqmt forth with a\ieterrniuatioii 
'"whiGh the moderate spirit of the govem- 
had^hHhovfco restraim^ftJouid prove 
^ tlio%^er that Fmiwxj 
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the land. It would ap*J 
j^jf France coi)cibi»e|l .ail *4fee^ 
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powers of the continent to oppress us, llw 
effect w as but to increase our strength and 
energy, and to make us triumph under 
oppression. He had thought it right to 
say tlius much now', in explanation of tlie 
grounds he meant to go upon w hen the 
i^liverul questions shoiihl come to be more 
particularly discussed hereafter.^ 

Loid Hrnry Petty said, that whatever 
nu*rit as to style, the speech ascribecl to 
liis majesty might possess, it wanted the 
more vulgar but more imjiortant merit of 
a full statement of facts. It was a singular 
instani'e to be in a state of waite^ith a 
[lower against which there werv^y) docu¬ 
ments to prove an hostile act. ^he only 
reason stated for refusing inforijpation was, 
that those who had communicated the in¬ 
telligence might be thereby injured. But, 
all the i^iischief that could be occasioned 
by this had been done already, for mi- 
m.stors had in a public Declaration stated, 
that tlit^y iiad intelligence as to the secret 
article^ of the Treaty of Tilsit. It w^as 
etitraordinary in those who had, about a 
year and a half ago, exposed the ministers 
of different courts to animadversion, by 
their communications, to be so scrupulous 
on this point. With regard to the expe¬ 
dition to Lisbon sent out by the late mi¬ 
nisters, it w^as curious enough to hear it 
said, that it had failed, merely because its 
object had been attained without the vio¬ 
lence employed against Denmark. If lord 
St. Vincent had proceeded as ministers had 
wdierc wxmld now^ have been their 
[golden dream as to the Brazils ? lie w'ished 
for no better parallel than the instructions 
winch had been given to lord St. Vincent, 
comiJarcd witli those given to lord C’ath- 
cart, and h<' w ishr^d the ritht hon. secretary 
w ould move for them. FJe contended that 
the principles ol‘ right and wrong were to 
b^conSidered in politics as well as in phi¬ 
losophy, and on these they must rea^son 
generally till u particular case was made 
out. Jt bocauie thos(‘, who checked peti¬ 
tions for jici^cc, to i^kc care that no opfior- 
tunity ol‘ negotiatiiL sliould be let «lip, 
merely on p<jints (d'\jrm. We ought to 
examine with jfaioi^ into the subsidiary 
connection He agreed in 

the propriety of keeping the affair* of the 
Chesapjjjke distinct from other points, and 
in the nec^ity of maintaining our essen¬ 
tial right/'^ but we ought, at tlte «aiiie 
time, to guard against unnecessary! irrita- 
* xij and to bow ai;e of bein^ed by' 

it^ame of vigour, so sts to mBH^^j^vere 

blow on our own commejrce. Xhell^fe 
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Iwd expressed his regret, that there should 
be so little in the speech respecting tlui 
temporary policy as to Denmark, and no¬ 
thing at all as to the permanent policy 
intended to be pursued towards Ireland. 

Mr. Bothurst admitted, that if it could 
be pro^ ed, that there were secre^t articles 
in the of Tilsit hostile to this coun- 

try/and his majesty had information of 
them, the justification of ministers wonl^ 
Ik^ complete. But it vvimld be loo much 
to take all this for granted on the hare 
assertion of ministers. It was singular, 
that whde the aiguments were susj^K'iided, 
we weri'*.cSlled upon to come to an imme¬ 
diate con«^iision. He contended, that all 
the dangCT lltat could arise from a com¬ 
munication of the particulars of the intel¬ 
ligence, had been incurred already. He 
was surprized that those who Jiad exa¬ 
mined whether Portugal could be defended 
against France, had not also inquired into 
the practicability of defending Zealand, 
and whether the Danes were able and dis¬ 
posed to dcifend themselves. He certaiidy 
thought that ministers were bound, in their 
justification, to shew a good cause, or pro¬ 
duce some document or information which 
might lead the house to discover that 
there was good ground for the expedition 
to Copenhagen. 

Mr. Dnvkfit spoke in favour of the ad¬ 
dress. If the occupation of Alexandria 
was Justifiable, so was that of Denmark. 
The only dillerence was, not in the prin¬ 
ciple, but in the issue. The expedition t*o 
Alexandria had proved injudicious and 
disastrous, and that to Copenhagen wise 
and successful. 

Mr. \¥mdham considered the Address, in 
that part which* related to the Copen¬ 
hagen expedition, without evidence ^to 
support the necessity of the measure, as 
one of the most outrageous proceediiags 
that ever was attempted in parliament. 
Absolute necessity might justify any thing; 
but, as far as the evidejice went, the effect 
of it iras to shew, fhfC no siurh necessity 
existed. I'bere wer^ tM^o points of view 
in which this question .was to be consi¬ 
dered : first, the jwice V it; and, se¬ 
condly ^ suppo.sing the^w^o be just, the 
policy of It. It might be, that the pi*oof 
of each was the same. Bv akpwiny the 
measure to be necessary, ySSTwoukl, at 
the sajhe time, shew it to bd^st. But, 
the topofii required might be separate. 
'RierJl michjn^be eircumst^ees, which 

to m 


would be very for from rendering such a 
stfqj; eitheJfc prudent or’a'iSilfsalife' Such, 
he was ready to maiutaiu, was actually the 
case here. Whatever bticame of the ques¬ 
tion of right, on which would agree to 
suspend his judgment till further infowaa- 
tion, he had no iK'sitatidn in pronouncing 
at the present momenf, that the measure 
was* wholly unwise and impolitic. He 
\^ould suppose that the hon. gentlemen 
could make out a case of right; he would 
suppose further, what was a separate sup¬ 
position, and still more remote frojp what 
he conceived to be the truth, that ihejr 
could make out a clear case of right; 
they could prove to a certamty, that if the 
fleet and stores had not beei^eized as they 
were, they would inevilablyiand speedily 
have fallen into the hands of Bonaparlfc: 
still, he should say, rather le^ 
them ia the circumstances 
he must have taxen them, 
the circumstances in which we 
taken ^thern. This was his opiiiion^J)y|pg 
this, he was persuEwled, nofwithJtanJ^ 
ing the flattering hof>es indulged by the 
honourable seconder of the motion, would 
soon become the opinion of the greater 
part, if not of the whole, of the nation. 
They wx*re now running riot,—those of 
them to whom the question of right and 
the ellect on the national honour were ob¬ 
jects f)f no concern—and were indvilging 
in the contemplation of the plunder they 
had acquired ; but this satisfaction would 
be of bhort duration ; the time would soon 
come, when they would be called upon to 
l)ay the penalty of their misdeeds ; when 
the .stores would be used up, the slyps be 
worn out or lost, and new stores and new 
ships have been supplied in tjieir room to 
the arsenals and dock-yards ofrDenifiark; 
and when they, the perpetrators of the 
acts in Question, would be left only with 
the shame of what they had done, and the 
serious and lasting coivscqucnces, which 
that shame would bring along with it: 

“ Then conies the reckoning, when the banqneCM 
«l’er, 

The (ircadfnl reckoning, and me*.) smile no more.” 
We hud qcted upon this occasion, from the 
impulse of a principle, often one of’the 
most improvident and short-'^iglTted, uumg* 
ly, tliat of fear; and had looked only to 
our temporar/and pikfclal, instead of to 
our geiier^and penudnent interest. iNo- 
thing couTtl more> tx ais^tory than the 
advantages tha^tflPP^Wa gained 5 * nothin^^ 


ISmctly speaking, give you a i^hf^more durable than the eids at the jia’ice 
what you have done, which yet [ofwhich^these advantageiJ hliJr been pur- 
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chased, ih’p objects themselves wre not 
lesa disproporK" :;\ate. We had^ got ships, 
ami we had lost men: we Ifad gained a 
nayy,* but had lost a nation. Never 
more W'ere we to look to the Danes for any 
thing but the most deep-rooted ill-will, 
the most inllamcTd and bitter enmity. 
What was of still more consequence than 
even the fi%iidshi|) or enmity of any [jco- 
pie, however povverlul, w e should have lo^ 
the feir fame ami character of the coun¬ 
try.— In all tins we had been imitating 
that vei^y conduct of the enemy, w^hich, 
hithe/to, it had been our constant ami just 
' obj^fct to expose and decry ; our imita¬ 
tion, too, was hist of a sort to give a 
full share in tljp disgrace witliout any share 
in the benefit We were increasing tlie 
power of Bonaparte instead of dirninishing 
It. JBki <^rse of proceeding iji condiict- 
in^Wej^sent business through hoyse 
wjI^Wotiess^.' be reinarKetl on. We were 
tSjD«cide*the ({uestioii to night and argue 
of it siflciwards.—The right 
11 ^. •i’idi<:uled the. idea, thaf any 

credit wsiLs to be given to the present mi¬ 
nisters for the step taken by the court of 
Portugal, when their own narrative stated 
lhe‘Tes<»lution to have been takt a, and the 
purjiose executed, in the absence ol (mr 
ipiiiister, and without his knowledge, lie 
, should have thought that the right hon. 
gent, so prone to ridicule others, would 
have seeii.th« ridicule tliat must redound 
upon himself, should he attempt to set up 
any such claim. 

'n»o Chancellor of the Exchequer denied 
that ever his majesty's ministers had said 
they were in possession of the secret arti¬ 
cles of flic Treaty of Tilsit. The expression 
imputed to t^icm wns in his majesty's De- 
claratJlon, i» atyiwer to tiie ^lanifest() of 
Ilussia, ill which it was stated that it was 
not'unknown»to his majesty, thatf secret 
j^rticles had been agreed on in that Treaty, 
for either obliging this country to accept 
nn ignominious and insecure peace, or 
furminjg a confederacy of all the naval 
powers of Europe against England, and 
more especially those of Denmani and 
Portugal. Ilis majesty's ministers had a 
communication t»f the substance *of those 
aopret articles from the most unquestioii- 
authority : and, assured as they were 
tlte truth of tha^ommuhication, they 
would have incunfd the deepest crirai- 
^Hy 1^'disgi^^ce, Jiad until 

ip jayjl iad actu d^Mlw w ^i red so perilous 
' I® sop|riority and very existence, 

hihjfnnni tfie best crjtenoa of 
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the authenticity of the communication, 
and the conduct of government thereupon, 
was, to advert to the antecedent conduct 
of the present ruler of France, in seducing * 
or forcing every other pow'er on the con¬ 
tinent into a confederacy with him against 
tMs country ; and when we then consi¬ 
dered his means of attacking Demrark with 
a]R)werfiil army in Holstein, w^s it'not 
probable that he would avail himself of 
his power of oppressing Denmark, and 
possess himself of her shij)s, which, though 
they were now in our hands, and might 
decay in 20 years, would not h'Avc de¬ 
cayed in his hands before the o^j'ting of 
the spring, wdien, in all j)robabi/iiit:y, they 
would liave been employed iiiA'carrying 
troops for the invasion of Ireland. But, 
there was another proof which had 
since o<x*jnTed to support the veracity 
of tlic intelligence respecting the secret 
articles at Tilsit, on which the go- 
veniinent had acted towards Copcnliagcai; 
uamelyj,the attack on Portugal, and the 
mjy ch <>f a French army for tiie invasion of 
that country, and the sciiiure of its fortresses 
and its Heel. 'Fhe latter, liowever, was 
happily pvesei ved by the measures adopted 
by government, founded upon one and the 
same comnumlcation ; and would any 
man venture to say, that if this eommn- 
nication liad not been promptly acted 
upon, tliat both those lleels would not 
have iiecn this day in the possession of 
IVaaca^ ? 

•Mi> Sheri dim rose and spoke as follow^s; 
—1 never enteied this house, sir, wuth so 
little expectation of having occasion to tres¬ 
pass on its attention as I did this day; and 
until 1 heard tin' speech of the right hon. 
gentleman who has just «fat down, 1 never 
felt the least disposition to obtrude upon 
its Notice. But, sir, 1 would now, wmile 
thii^ speech is yet tingling in our ears, and 
fresh m our memories, call the observa¬ 
tion of this house to the pitiful, petty- 
fogging, quibbling justification set up by 
his majesly'jministW, upon a proceeding 
in which the character and the renown of 
this country are so S^aterialiy involved. 
Have his niaj^y's j^inisters any know^- 
ledge of the m ct|S.^J Don which they pre- 
Uiiid to justify the proceedings kgainst 
Copenhag^ ? ftave they any authentic 
documents^ shew to the house for their 
vindicatio|^pon a transaction so out¬ 
rageous and unprecedented ? No, sAvs the 
i^t hon. gendeman, we^^e nk the 
^Shlcnts of the; secret articl^ff^vcu^rilsit, 
but we are in possession of the subs^ce. 
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Sir, if they have the substance, 'why have ;fhe sacred Hps of his majesty^liat he was 
they not ])voduced it ? If you produce the in po^ses^vioii of the proofs secret un- 
article itself, youmight certainly endanger derstanding and collusion between Rpjpsia 
yqur informant; but, by giving in the and Denmark to form *a confederacy with 
substance, you expose him to no danger rVance against this country. But have his 
whatever. Sir, the right hon. gentleman majesty’s ministers attemjjted to shew thfe 
has assumed, this day, a tone which lit by any proof, not even approaching to 
becomes ^le cause he ha.s to defend: he legal evidence ? It was upon the reli- 
mocks our modefatiori; and he asks my anceHhat they could adduce such proof 
right hoii. friend, why don’t you inove^ tlAt 1 was disposed to support them, be¬ 
an amendment ?” and he puls this, give cause 1 really did not imagine, that with- 
me leave to say, rather in an insulting out the m(»st irrefragable proofs of the 
tone ; and talks to my right lion, friend necessity, they would have proceeded to 
(Mr. ft. Ponsonby) of what he calls the measures which otherwise must be con-: 
comineu i^THicnt of his c areer in leading an sidered a grriss outrage u})on every prfti^ 
oppositioi'iV’ Sir, the nglit lion, gentle- ciple and feeling held sa<^ed ahiongst 
man seem.'to have forgot the shoit time mankind: for had such prcAfs really ex- 
that li(‘ lumxrlf has been a leadeV of the isted, I do not hesitate to sa^^they would 
administi'ijtlon he nou directs, or that he have been fully justified, insfcch a prff- 
Is somewhat in his novitiate ui a^situation, ceeding, to keep the fleet ofNCeiTSi^rk 
his fitness for which may letjuire tlie test out^ftlje gra.sp of the French ru^^l^hi 
of some prf)bationary years. It don’t be- such a case self presetyi rt ttw ! I ^^pa 
come him, sir, to assume such a deport- to all other considerations. * Fiat 
)mni towards my right hon. friend*^ but 1 ruut cgalum,^ sir, is a principle 1 a«nN 3 l|||pii 
hoj)(‘. my right hon. Irieiid will take a lessen much as any man. Buf if I am 

from his suggestion autl propose an amend- to maintain this principle towards a 

metit, tor which it is lu.t yet too late, and power who refuses all adherence to it, 
tlie aiviendmeiit I would suggest w'ould be and if I am, in that spirit, to look tamely 

to leave out of the address the whole of on, while my enemy scazes from a de- 

the paragra]jh wdiich relates to Denmark; fenceless power a fleet which 1 am satis- 
as, after w hat J lia\e heard this night, j lied he is determined to employ^in direct 
have strong objections to go to a decision liosulity against me ; 1 say that to adhere 
upon that part of the AddrCvSs until I see to tht» maxim on my p^rt would be ^ Fiat 
fuller infonnatlon before the house. 1 siultitia, niat patrium.’ 1 say,•prove such 
do declare, sir, that J entered the house an intention and i am satisfied. But 
this night with a strong disposition to suj?- what is the proof olUrcd ? ills majesty’s 
port hus majesty’s ministers in the specific minister says, no ! you shall have no 
measure respecting Copenhagen, because [U'oofs; 1 can give you none without be- 
1 took lor granted they were ready to iay u-ayiug the confidence of iny spy^ 9 ^xd he 
before parliament the most irrefragable wall be exposed to sufier. But, sir, in such 
proofs of iinpei%us necessity to justify a case, is his majesty's minister to tell 
the proceeding. But, sir, from what 1 this house, hough the chaiatter oT the 
have heard, my disposition is materially country is staked upon this issue, I will 
altered. I heard a young and «?loqu«nt give you no proofs—and you’Tuust take 
member (the mover) in his speech this word.” Why, sir, vs this a ground to jus- 
night, assert that the mind of the country tify this house In votingimplicit approba- 
w us made up onthe subject. lownmymin^ tion to a measure of such evidence? I 
was made up to a ce^ain degree, because think not: and 1 say that I for one wdll 
1 Jioped ministers would not have sufiered not n^w' believe it; although I did not 
theimselves to be s<J critically involved, if suppose it possible that his majesty^s 
they could not pro\^he a^olute necessity minister^ would have ventured to prosti- 
under which they feK^^h^itselves obliged tute the sacred authority of his majesly’s . 
to resort to this strong .measure for the name to cover an assumption ^hich they 
defence of their country ; andj^fierefore, could not addyce^Wtt^ittle of evidence ta 
sir, if they can prove thaCflje^ssity, to substantiate. do n<\want, sir, to annex 
justify the proceeding agains<yj)cnmark, I any authmity to thefexprOissions of the 
shall J)e perfectly ready to give them on French occasion. But 

tbisAccasi^ my most leordial support. I find in his that he 

Butifousq toby the mesdbre^ is informed there are Articles in 

wa*f justifiable i We hav^at, iiadeed^ from i the Treaty of Tilsit for forfljng a confe- 
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ctotcy iaartihe North of Europe highly hos-, 
tiW^to thin cw,^rv, aiwl to whiih Deiiiaiark 
is Erparty. Now, who made the treaty of 
Tilsit with France ? NotDcumark, but your 
fete ally the crtijoaror of Kussia. Do you 
attack ‘Russia? *|No! no ! you pass by'the 
principal, and you attack the supposcxi 
accessary : you bombard his capital, you 
^nd youi^ bomboats and rockets t(S fire 
Kii^dty aixd massacre its inhabitants; y6u 
seiise'his fleets ; you plunder his arsenals ; 
smdafter you havecompleated this outrage, 
which®nothmg but the most imperious 
necessity could justify, whui do you then 
do^ Why, you apply to the emperor of 
Russia, the piiicipal in this hr^stile confe¬ 
deracy, only mediate with Denmark (an 
accessary bvjflied and seduced by his iiillu- 
ettbe) fnrajwaee with you. Why did you 
principal ? Why not proc< ed 
ifi^’^^rl^roJivStadt, and| seize ffcet 

you not seize on 
Isian fleet it) the Mediterranean? 
puffer three Russian shij;‘< of the line 
to saillhrough your squadrons unmolested? 
How did you learn tlio contents of the 
Secret Treaty at Tilsit? Was the emperor 
of Russia your informant? For he only 
^ was privy to it, as one of the confederating 
parties ; and yet it is this very e^nperor 
of Rtissia, and no body else, to whom 
you send an ambatssador in order to 
coax him to an interference with f)en- I 
l^ark for tile restoration of peace with ' 
ybu, after the outrage you have preci- 

g ’tated upon that country. Jf your in- 
rmation was not true, your attack on Co- 
j^rihagen can never be justified, and if the 
Tfeatytof Tilsit was the source ami origin 
of this hostile confederacy, J assert that 
nmjesty rniniMers di\Mu ve nnpea<'h- 
jukclUTor not halving attacked the princi¬ 
pal well as the accessary.—1 sln^l next 
advert to another point highly'important 
to the character of this country, namely 
the necesiSity for the attack of our arms on 
Copenhagen, which I was informed his 
n|hjesty^s ministers would be fully able to 
j^ify, but for which they certainly *s yet 
IfflLte offered nothing like justification. I 
have he^rd from authority to whiph I am 
di^j^sed to attach strong Credit, that the 
oflluBsla had taken every pailis 
to per^nade the prSn^wDii^mark to join 
Ci^foderacy Agmai this country, hut 
that he peroiieh|rtomj refused, anjj^eebred 



^e^him tb violate 
Tfi a gentleman 
I can rely, say, ^at at 
expedition ^ pro¬ 


ceeding against Copenhagen, the crown 
prince was in HGlsfein with thirty thou¬ 
sand Danish troops and forty thousand 
militia, ready to defend Holstein against' 
Bonaparte; and determined to |>€rsevere 
to the last man, rather than be induced 
to violate his neutrality. Now, sir, it ia 
said that if Buonaparte was in^^Holstein, 
he must next, as a thing of course, have 
Jaken povssession of Zealand, but if I am 
rightly informed, nothing w^as so nearly 
an impossibility as that the French 
could have taken possession of Zealand, 
if the prince was determined to fight for 
its security, sustained by the asS1y.ance we 
might have alKiided him. It i-^iext said, 
that by the attack on (’o|>enhagfn we have 
gained an iniporlant advantage, intlicpos- 
sessiouofa Fleet, whit h must otherwise 
have fallevi into the possession of'therVench. 
Why, sir, 1 an) ready to ext u^^e his uhaj.’s 
ministers most completely upon this sidject, 
if'they will jn'ovc to me that Denmark was 
unable *to derond Holstein. I say they 
ar# hound to make out tludr case by some 
such proof, or they have no right to call 
on this house to sanction their conduct.— 
But it is asked, what have you got ? and 
wdiai hare you lost ? and it has been 
fairly stated ina)isw'er,that w’e have got the 
shijjs‘, but they have got the men ; that 
wc have got the Body, and our enemy 
the 8oul, of the Danish navy. Yet for 
this, the honour of tiie country is tar¬ 
nished, and the crime aggravated, by the 
r Aisa^ of ministers to lay any information 
before parliament to justify the outrage. 
But. it is said, iorsootli, that by this cap¬ 
ture of the Danish Fleet, you have pre¬ 
vented the invasion of Ireland. By the 
way, this is the first ndVice, that, in the 
co(^se of this discussion, his majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters have deigned to take of that coun¬ 
try^ which, from their pmfessions at the 
close of the last session, 1 should have ex¬ 
pected to find a prominent feature in the 
speech from the thipne. But* instead of 
an act of the |roKsestx)utrage and injustice ' 
against Denmark, to prevent the danger 
you apprehend fmm anlnvasion of Ireland, 
and for which jfcu arf so much alarmed, 
why have you ni^Wnmen the stronger and 
more obvioui mode of securing to your- 
selves th^y^ountry, by resorting to mea¬ 
sures of conefffetion and justice, rather than 


by an attaeM>n 
ed foe. b> Q*y 


territoiy of a sus 
name, if you wou^ 

IS O “ 


cure the British elipive, if 
^a^vrkh Buonl.parte, first rrmSi 
8vith Ireland, bjf conciliating the 
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tions of the Irish people.^nd you will then 
have a security for your defence infi¬ 
nitely superiour to what any of this sort 
can aftordyou. First protect and conc iliate, 
and then you may firmly confide in the 
population of that country without any 
necessity fur seizing on llw fleets of your 
real or f^pposed enemies to guard her 
against lnv asion.-*-But, sir, beside the at¬ 
tainment ofsljips which w^e did not want, 
W'hat are the other advantages vve havt» 
reaped from tfiis expedition? Junderstand 
they consist of hemp and timber taken 
from the Danish arsenals, adeejuate to one 
month's st^pply for the British navy ; and 
for wdiiciv, beside the ex pence and the 
odium of tfie capture, the country will still 
have to pay at the highest rate of valu¬ 
ation according to the market price of 
those commodities. But, sir, is this all ?— 
No : for the country, I undersfand, has 
paid still a much dearer ])rice; for in con¬ 
sequence of the avidity for conveying 
those prizes to British ports, sc^ com¬ 
pletely has our commercial marine in the 
Baltic been abanrloiu'd and exposed, tllat 
the enemy has actually captured more of 
those very stores from you than you have 
talicn of him, and this on board of dive or 
six and fifty British vessels in the Baltic 
trade, which have fallen into Jiis liands 
since the departure of the British fleet from 
the Copenhagen expedition. Let us there¬ 
fore, sir, put all the advantages we have 
obtained in tJie scale against the moi al jus¬ 
tice we have violated, and the digryty of 
character w^e have lost by this adventure, 
and ask> if it is such a proceeding as enti¬ 
tles his majesty's ministers, who planned 
the enterprize, to the approbation and 
thanks of this howse. Li the language of j 
his majesty's ministers and their supporters, | 
every hour teems with abuse of the present 
ruler of France, and every day brings fo|th 
some new accusation against Buonaparte, 
as an usurper, a tyrant, a murderer, a 
iplunderer, and every thing atrocious and 
abominable ; and 1 eln soriy to observe, 
sir, this language'echoed through the pub¬ 
lic ,priats of this country, the editors of 
which are sensible 4 id would not, I 
am sure, persevere uV^au^abuse, if they 
were not encouraged to^S. It is, however, 
something to the ch8n*acter of that ruler, 
that towards the enem^^jifSWio have 
left the^power of doing ; injury, he 
has i^ted with humanifr* But British 
rt^tohaved^ aU^eharaJter for humont^ 

upon a 

.peauaable and mtim* wbiuh 



— 31 c Lords Cotmissionerd [T^ 

had no power to injure or eveili*«^t them; 
hand they have thus put it the mouth 
of eVery Frenchman to retort upon them 
the charge of all those enormities Vith 
which we have accused France. The 
French ruler may say to his majetJty.'s 
ministers, you may talk^bout my having 
seized the duke-D'Enghien on a neutrm 
fronpe.r and put him to death. ^ But 1 an^ 
RWer, it was an act of violence necessary 
to my own defence, surrounded on all sides 
as 1 w^as, at home and abroad, by ‘nations 
and partisans conspiring for my desti’ttc- 
tlon. But you, w ho had nothing to fear 
from Denmark, a distant, peaceable, littof- 
fensive, neutral nation ; you havew'autouly 
violated her neutrality ; yoilliave attacked 
her unawares ; you have bimbarded her 
capital, you have thrown b|jpbs, sliells, 
and rockets to set fire to the 
her pea^:eable citizens, and you^ 
luged their publicWreeJi^jijythJthe 
their murdered wl¥wf*Snd "chiIdr^Al 
mutilated bodies have been left uni 
on pufpqse to excite new rage, 4 iarr 4 
indignation against the British nation and 
name.” There is this great difierence be¬ 
tween the situation of the heads of the go¬ 
vernment in the British and French na¬ 
tions : the ruler of France has been raised 
by his aw 11 eftbrls to the situation in which 
he is placed, and was surrounded on all sides 
by epemies confederated for the subver¬ 
sion of his government, and th« destruction 
of his life. But wdll any man say the 
head of the British government feels any 
apprehensions of such atrocities ; that our 
gracious monarch has any thing to fear 
from cohspiracy, against the safety of his 
sacred person, or the security of his cirown ? 
The ruler of France may plead, in tlie. 
jealousy, hatred, and assij^sinating spirit 
of his enemies, an excuse for his atrocities, 
whichrulers of this country canuiat 
otfer ; our government has no charge to 
apprehend, our beloved monarch no lurking 
danger to fear. Anotfieir topic, sir, to 
whieh I have to advert, is that oTthe 
petiticijis for peace, brought forward in i 
great inanufacturing country. But# sir, ;I 
^inot> as some ^gentlemen have done# 
impntoiRosoipetitions to.a fajatious spirit, 
ox to any wish of urging bis 
uiiilii hi n prrjppifniMni huiodintinj^ rr dis-, 
honour?iWospdSi;e merely to impress 

them with a stale of ihe distresses they 
sustaiimd^tod^ the ^qpwnuance of a war ^ 
which :has eg^ 

manufactures from air%|m. injarkets in 

t eoptinontal Europe. I l4n*r/ sar, ^hat 
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, notjiin^ Vpuld tehd inore 4 o embarrass' his 
or to defeat them irf 
tne’ object ^ obtaining arr advantageous 
^ than ui^nt petitions for that pnr- 

' |ibS6 from any Very great portion of the 
manufactuFing'’(population of this country, 
%ml therelbre, stf, I would earnestly dopre- 
' cate such petitions. But if every oppor¬ 
tunity of negociation is rejected, and wars 
are to be continued only for the gratifi¬ 
cation of those who delight in carnage be¬ 
cause they batten upon the spoils, and 
grow rich by the calamities of others, 
then It becomes the diity of the people to 
pttitio!! for peace, and of the house to attend 
1 of the industrious but starv- 

■ jrers, and to urge his iria- 
‘rs to a negociation. By the 
L rather surprised that a right 
)f mine, his majesty^s pnn- 
’y for foreign aflays, wjhose 
becom<fnow^ al- 
ire, fhlS*^ot endeavoured to 
legotlialion for peace through 
or other, if it were only^ to 
limi soinetlung to do for his amusement. 
What I would now^ ask the riglit hon. gent, 
is, whether there has not been lately a 
very favourable opportunity allorded him 
for that purpose ? 1 have good authority 
for stating that this opportunity •was of¬ 
fered under- the mediation of Austria, 
through the medium of count Stahrem- 
feerg ; amt I must say, that if any offer 
was made for negociation by Bonaparte, 
^and that he did propose count Stahrem- 
lierg as the medium, it was the strongest 
proof of his sincerity in that purpose, be¬ 
cause the known partiality of count Stall- 
remberg for this country was a sufficient 
earnest tha^ this ttobleinan wmild not have 
cbn^iiited-to become the instrument of a 
negociation founded on principles hostile 
to the hcacMir or the inieresis Great 
Britain. If this w'as the cj^sc, however 
averse I may -to encourage premature 
petitions, urged as they might be by the 
temporary pressui'e of war upon the ma¬ 
nufacturing interests of the country^I could 
*K)t withhold the most decided reprehen- 
«ton to those ministers who, rejecting the 
wishes of the country, prefer the advice of 
those wht^are friendly to the continuance 
of a war now objects for the 

dttterests of this coAtry. 1 fear, sir, this 
feet ctm be prov^ against his majesty^s 

3 misters. Boi the right holt gent, can 
0^ that has in this 

^iG^r acted Jii*f himself, and not in con- 
, if any authority from Bona-^ 


parte; that he was not authorised to sign 
passports, in a regular w'ay, between this 
country and France, as he had repeatedly 
done; that it was the mere officious act 
of an individual to propose such a nego¬ 
ciation, I for one shall chcarfully support 
*his majesty\s ministers in their refusal t() 
entertain such an overture. BiV> if it shall 
appear that those ministers Iiave rejected 
a fair opportunity to negociate, I shall not 
^hesitate to express my reprobation of theii 
conduct. For, unless they can make out 
some fair intelligible cause to continile 
the war, and shew they have not let slip 
any fair opportunity for ift‘gociation, 
no human power sludl extrac^ from me 
the least sanction to their /conduct.— 
In every former period of this contest 
there W'as at least some ostensible cause, 
some plausible pretence on the part of his 
majesty^s ministers for prolonging hos¬ 
tilities. At one time it was to resist jacobi- 
nical principles; at another it w as to sup¬ 
port the cause of religion and social Order, 
then it was to effect the opening of the 
m‘held, afterwards, it became a war for the 
defence nf our allies; a motive now of little 
import, as my right hon. friend, the fo¬ 
reign secretary \viil attest, since his time 
begins to hang so heavily on his hands, 
and all his foreign concerns and diplomatic 
missions are reduced to the solitary busi¬ 
ness of sending his arabassadors-errant to 
look after the emigrant monarchy of Por¬ 
tugal. At another time it was a war for 
rtie restoration of the Jiourbons; an ob¬ 
ject which has ended in excluding them 
from every part of continental Europe as 
well as France, and leaving them no othei* 
asylum on earth but England : then it be¬ 
came a w'ar to obtain nidcmnity for the 
past and security for the future, and to 
nft'Ct this object Ceylon and Trinidad 
w^ire t6 be ceded to us by France; and lastly, 
we were at war because w'c would not 
make peace separately from our ally the 
emperor of Russia^ a consideration from 
which, wh^her fmunately or unfortu- 
naUdy, w^e are at last relieved ; and, 
1 now defy his. mtlesty^s ministers to 
name any object for^oniinuing the con¬ 
test that woul^jpLlSe just as good an ar¬ 
gument for eternal war.—But, unless mi¬ 
nisters can s hew the people of this coun-* 
try wh>^t!ll^aris continued, and identify 
their interests with the contest, you can¬ 
not keep bacll petitioners from gating 
their misfortiitiA, and urging^u 
tures for a peacl^There is anSfeef point, 
$ir,ouwhichlcper feotn noble (martvtom 




forHSii^liuid, (he l^e clwuicQ^or Soi h‘ei^n4> 
aod a neht hoo. gent, Ifit^ eeipietarjr jfer 
the 4ejf>artiuen(» who any they wii»h to, 
give his majesty’s tninisteu furthet tinstp> 
and Jnot to pres^ (he ihatter for^an} too 
early, ia*hop<Bs ,of hearing sonicdnng on 
the snbjectfivm (hose mimstei's; 1 allude, 
sir, to the state of Ireland. On this subject, 
sir, from sshat 1 knew of theii views, their 
habits, and inveterate prejudices, I am not 
disposed to give his inajc|ky’$ mln^ibere pq . 
much as a single weed’s credit for tneir iii' 
t^tions, or to believe that the subject has ; 
given them the trouble of a day’s consider- 
ration. Whem towards the dose of the 
last seiiion, I proposed «o bring forward 
this subject, and appoint a conuniljtee to 
enq[uire htto the state of Irelaaadji if his ^ 
mbjest^s ministers did npW a right hon. 
gent, hie majestv’s chancellor of the e*" 
^equm, assured me, that the snl:yeo|i ofh'e* 
lamL the promotion of its interests/and ifae 
ameUoiation of its w^tenial affairs,^ fom^ 
a groiutd of anxious ccNAsid^atioo ajtd. 
eiMi>«^ soUcitude with his mmesty'snntit^ 
ten; s#dthat,in tlie ootuse of the/Cemss, it 
wodld occtipy their most e^aeet attswcii)- 
Upthow have they prayed wen th^sin* 
qs^y m ^their proKssions 1 Is ^ name 

S * Iteliand <wen an mW as tftentiphs^ oT 
e situation of that oa^n^i^ tlie subj^ 
eyep of the ^dightost alliMon ih the 
must |he tbpo^ j' Iseenaid 
a ^retiiru mad4, of 
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'^bi'onght in \b?it!OK.J after thf 28th‘of 
and that no rtport uf stich ‘^bill 
^dxiftibc received after the !6th 61*May, 
[Th^ LoKIIS ("OMMI^IONEIIS^ SpEECttlj 
Thcount' Hamiftnii appeared at the bar, 
St® presented the ot 1 he committee 

wnom the Address voted ISst night to 
Bli majesty, vvas referred. ep# tiie vno- 
tJlbh that riie said report he brought up, < 
Mr. M^t'donald said, that he ohuld not 
strffiir that last j^age. of the address to pass 
Without recording Ms dissent from its sub- 
.^tanqe. He (\ould not c^qjress approbation 
' of the expedition to Copenhagen, because 
no grounds had been laid before the house 
to justify it. had been said yesterday, 
that the <*ycf of Europe were upon the 
Blitish parlMnent, and it w^ould bo, unfor- 
fttnat^tb^l^fore, if its first act, by coming 
to decision upon this cjiiestipn, 

dwrace it. " There 
ivSWo^fiine, he cof^Wnded, between the 
Trlsit, and tjie sailing of admiral 
Gamt)\'r, for mhiisters to hare rccciv(;d 
intelligence of the engagemerits eritef’ed 
into at that treaty. The unnamc^its and 
' stores collected at Co]>enhngen, therefore, 
were not provided in consequence of such 
engagements. Ministers ought to produce 
H)i fhe •house the information u[)on*' which 
h^d acted ; for if they had rec^flTed 
it#om any of our minrsters at the ^Vrinem 
tWJihr/thosegemlemen W'ere now in safety. 

regretted that his majesty's speech 
Milhhot held out any prospect of peace ; 
;fiW8 he ilhought it inconsistent that minis- 
should sphere to fbinis wdiich ob- 
peace, w^hilst tfiey rejected all 
f^tfaas m their attack u])on a neutral 
IMm. ^ ^ 

he did not think it fair 
Wattftck ministers as to the expedition to 
€op4^agen.i« If the same conddtt hid 
fceSfen adopted towards thb fleet of Spaiii, 
is^on a former occasion, this douiitry 
would not hate had to fight the battl6 etf 
' Trafalgar, where the galWt Nelson had 
Sdfist hia life. He cotild not blame jninis* 
for bUving taken the piyc^tiOti Which 
had done, but, in his opinion^ tliey 
Ia4f^ hardly clone enough in nSt taking 
«i*tita^e‘of their Imowdedge 6F^c Irtish 
ise^otktions;. Call h^f^prdwii^Prhicc, 
^6^the half-a-crow^jyPrinc^br^ Whit you 
#ould^ it was cetminiy moist absUtrd to 
that he and ip# e^fi^erafls ^hbuld 
e y| > tl i lit1 ipn thdy were 
ed to lH&i not 6ne Wbt^: 

Hh that* thit rigjfti 
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hon. the chancellor of the exchequer 
really a inan of hunom’ and integrity, and 
that no man could, with justice, venture to 
dispute it. lie'Was certainly conviiiCed, 
that what he Ivnd set forth w^as the real fact, 
and that if he w ore to give up hii^ original 
source of information, some pcrs^'i or per¬ 
sons would be sacrificed. He gave him 
full credit for hk conduct upon this occa¬ 
sion, and he should conclude by saying to 
him, as some gentlemen, on the opposite 
side, would never cease to urge objections 
against the measures of the existing go- 
\ernment, * never mind them, pursue your 
duty, and leave them where you find 
them/ 

Mr. Hibhert wished, thafthe speech and 
the sentiments of ministers had breathed 
more the spirit of peace. He would neither 
despond nor encourage despondency; but 
we ought to look .at the situation of the 
country. The doctrine of our indepeUd- 
ance oAconmierre was safe and gootl, so 
far^as it shewed that ive had, besides com¬ 
merce, an object worth defending, and the 
means of defence ; bit dangerous and 
be reprobated in that house, if it 
indifiefehee concerning the sources whehfCe 
experience proved us to have derived much 
of our w ealth and naval powxr. But, even 
the converts to these new theories ought to 
look with satisfaction towards peace, in¬ 
asmuch as it would enable us to transfer to 
our rivals wdiatever portion we pleased of 
life evil of j|)ur foreign commerce.—^Was 
it donbted, whether British commerce was 
suffering ? The industi’ious inhabitants of 
Yoi-kjiibii-e would in part answer the qtwss- 
tioii. It had bmi observed, on very stifil- 
cient atifhority (Mr. Mdnes), that their 
Petition did pot originate in party spii^H. 

it was on that account entitled to 
th% hicftetonsideration by ministers;' it 
Was indeed the natural expression of the 
feeling^ of a laboridus and loyal people, 
wrung from them by distress which tney 
had cndurejl longSnd patiently: shew 
them a sulficient cauftO and they Will en¬ 
dure still more and ^longer. No such 
cause Was explicitly pointed* out to thelfi 
hi his majestyfi^peech, lot it be con- 
j^idered, too, that the war was assuhiibga 
hew charactei^f^rious inveteracy, hot 
ex|ioriene^Hl.1lmte the times of barbarism. 
VTas it'jjpssible that any one hi that house 
coifld r(%ai*.d wiffli compiaceficy the jirita- 
.tidns and tlie altrrifiees 
mode of warikre liust Inflict 

not only, 

aipjfdro^^ it j&oBWC 
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tp subject this couittryi both at home and* 
abroad, to the irapulation^of, wantonly and 
iinitecessarily prolonging this univerisa] 
Kcourge ? ir we could not now clearly 
make out our case to be that of defensive 
war*inu.st we not at last admit, that ue 
continuf^ the contest merely -for tlie 
chimce of events, that might enable us at 
some time or other, Ciod kn^s how ^ 
when, to treat on terms of more advau^ 
age ? But the chances of war should be 
coupled v\’ith its inevitable evils in our 
calculations, ami it would be politic also to 
consider \^iiat might be the cliances of 
Did peace present no ])robal)ili- 
ties either at home or abroad which might 
better our situation and reader us the tit¬ 
ter to cope nith future diliiculties ? I\iight 
not i>eace loosen some of those bonds in 
which the states of Eulope ard* no>v cn- 
sla^ ed, and lay the foundation of new alli- 
mices agaiiust new encroachm*»nts r or, 
looking at home to our sister Island, might 
not even a few years of peace present .to 
us thp opp^^unity of ailajring the dischn- 
tents of Ireland, and of securing fpr us her 
failhlol aod hearty support in any new 
content I a^ support which , might t’cncUr us 
fearless about the event*—rNegotiatiouhad 
bei^n spoken of auiang^rous experiment, 
a situation to be>shunned; and the last 
negoMldiinn had been branded as disgrace^ 
ful ii'ppiiu length. Whatever disgrace 
might result from a patient perseveiauce 
jin the tn give to hprope, 

this cou^iy-c lj|a 4 at least retitid from that 
negotiation with the highest reputation tor 
atricl^ Uonoui mi inviolable ikIeUty to en- 
gagemenis^ , a character, which, if it had 
^en maintajinfitlL might bave given us the 
best ^40 the confidence of foreign 
courts, and have fixed a value upon oui^aU 
liance : advantages incalculable w#lw?nej^Tr 
the occasion may arise for resisting, under 
better auspices, the '* encroachments of 
France, it were ^veU if <his character 
had now regained to ; th^ we had per¬ 
severed through every stage of this disas¬ 
trous contest, taking for our ** Malo 

Use fortunm poeniieat quam Vieforiae pu- 
deat/’ so that at the terminatian of tlie 
struggle, if we Ipid ngitder extended our 
iterritprios nor our ipflujettc^ in Europe, we 
might yet have b(>ast«d had not ! 

embraced the principles nor stpop^ to the I 
means pfour adyorsary. '^his boastibe &ar- 
now nc^m^ >;from jsl) that 
yonif^^ed^ from all ^|tt^||Kns(;er« would 
.sufl^F thi^honttn^ kuowiwe find hlemt$hed,, 
the integrUy wf our causeby Mact^vt^hinh 
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neither id its origin ^4Hmld pitad that nc-r 
cesSity wbiobis f^aniount/to justification, 
nor indts accQiif|p)ishnient diijplayul ad¬ 
vantage or ^pli||idor sufficient to veil, 
ho^vever imperfectly; th,^ depravity of,itf 
character. Hie . gent, protested 
against any approbation,tq be^implied from 
the^termsi^f the addresis* by tbosohon -that 
i^de of dm house, of the expedition against 
Copenhagen; he considered themas unlet- 
teredj whenever that and otimr nuestiows 
connected with the address, should come 
under the distinct rousideration *of thp 
bouse. On the subject of peace heV^-^ • 
nestly besouglit ministers to reflect that 
an industrious people could^^nly support a 
wav so proti’acted and so i'duous, under 
the hop^e of peace ; a hope vjbith inusy><^ 
extinguished, unless ministers\ioul(l*rove 
themselves disposed to peace, ^oijAfair 
ter'ms, and open d^#ncg(.^jaj^40O>for#nApu^^^^ 
pose of obtaining^^i^b"^ ' 4 i 

Mr. AT. Taylar should takel m^e r 
oppaftunity of stating his seatirawtamT" 
the Danish Expedition, and should content 
himisielf declaring them in passing, that 
as an Englishman he felt disgraced by iC 
tie had risen only to state what he knew oi 
the proceedings in Yorkshire. He had 
been applied to by very respectable dele¬ 
gates from that county to become the 
ch&ipnaii of their meeting, but had dcr 
dined, and eudevivoured to dissuade thow 
from their purpose of petitioning for peace* 
He assured them, that such a proceeding 
would do no. good, and might embarrass 
government in the ucgociation which he 
supposed \rds then carrying on. To his 
arguments they had replied, thit tliey 
were starving, not only from the cftects 
of the war, but of the late,Ortlers iniCoun- 
cil. He advised thom,inslead of petitioning 
again|L tb§ w^r and tlie Orders ni Council 
to petition for the removal of the kingtl) 
ministers. [Hear! Hear!] He rejpeated , 
that he had given this a*dvice, and he con¬ 
tended that there w ere inen to be found i« 
thaf house, who would conduct the gfiairs 
of rtte country v\jth greater honour and 
more prospect;, of peace than tl»e preseiit 

' Mr. Eden ros^ merely for#the purpose 
of ^king for a i g ^ iq mlanaUon from miuisr 
era bpoir on^pointW the speech, which, 
accordfog fo his co^tructiou of it, ap- 
poari^ d^riy irrec<y!ml^^ with truth. 
They t]ie 

Treaty had beqfojdgped, lii^ ma- 

besea oklhe llesign of 

tq employ t)|e«pfaiisb fiett 
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thiM the speech ^dded, 

tWat it then be^me the^utycJf his majesty 
pWee that fleet out of'^the reaclit^of the 
enemy* The Treaty Tilsit had been 
oh the TttworJnly, and it was not 
Wthe 8th of Attfjiist tliafe the intelligence 
oiCithat rntx^t had reached this cotintry. 
Admiral^ Gambier sailed from Bft^land on 
the B 4 ith of July, and what he'wished to 
be ipformerl of was, whether ministers had 
i^eivoil the intedigeAce of the Treaty of 
in sufficient thne to allow of the ne- 
<!Je.4sary delay in moving troops to the 
• coast, providing transports, embarking, 
ikL\ previous to the sailing of the expe- 

■ believed to be impossible : 

n the throne was not to be 
t house alone, it would go 
and be combated para- 
rnph, b^ men ’ w’hi) wopld 
amining Its eon- 
3 ther^ftre the more nelfes- 
tlip anachronism, and not 
forth with its owh refiita- 
ophy, the cause *|iretj6ded 
the eflect, here the ellect prece/led 'Hhe 
•eatiie. He desired to krio%v, therefore, 
whether ministers had inf(»rhKition of the 
iiect^t articles of the 'IVaty of Tilsit pVe- 
vibns the sailing of the expedition, bt 
whether their information rclaied to ^ny 
engagements entered into previous in the 
ligAmg of that ttehty ? ‘ ' 

Pym observed,, that it would have 
biBOn proper, before ministei-s involved 
fresh wars, for them to consider, 
whotber the cause of them was just. He 
approve of their conduct as to the 
tfepeiibageii exf>edition completely^ when 
info^matkjfn was laid before the 
hut, •wtb only such facts as those 
tbit fmd hitherto been stated, he could not 
fbtelbly/ac<^ part ^f the 

^Ifres^ whion implied a tacit acknowledg- 
WMCnt of the propi^tty.of fheir proceeding^, 
on that account he should vtdsh, that 
^bitpart of if should be loft out. With 
i^ard to the questioli of pealce or yar, it 
lii^ been said, that becHU^VVe had a most 
l^umphatit navy, and vfere at'^af with 
the continent; this wais not the hpuv to 
peac#. For his’ pari, hdiyoter^ he 
befieve, the. Very 

; above aU^theri^^vheiri^' ik was 
rest and oifr duty Jo Tfy to! 
it be jfei-fecollp ctdlC tbht 'm 
engag^jin 
e) wasfittfeth^ iiie\ 
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rbitants of the contbient Were also cOm^ 
pletely tired of w^r.' He was convinced 
that we might have had peace long ago, 
had efleotual means been adopted toobtaiit 
that great and most desirable object. 

* Mr. Yorke had intended to say but a 
few words on the present occ^ion, but 
from tJie turn which the debate had taken, 
gpd the opWiiona which had been last night 
Expressed concerning the negotiations at 
Tilsit, and particularly by his right hon. 
friend opposite, (Mr.‘Bathurst) opinions 
'which he was surprised to hear from that 
fjuarier, he had felt it his duty to state 
his sentiments on this subject. His ma¬ 
jesty's ministers had declared, that shortly 
aftet the negotiations took place at Tilsit, 
his majesty had been apprised of the in¬ 
tention of the enemy to turn the Danish 
and Portuguese fleets against this country, 
and that then it became t he first duty of 
his majcf^ty, as pTOtector of his kingdom, to 
prevenf;thos€ navies from being ^employed 
to ^aid the designs of the enemy. His ma¬ 
jesty had told them, that he Had been ap¬ 
prised of such intentions of the enemy ; 
and what were they to do, but, as they ap¬ 
proved of his measures, to assure his ma¬ 
jesty/that they participated in bis regret 
that hostility could not be avoidedi whilst 
they congratulated him On the success with 
which that hostility had been attended ? 
It had been .said, tliat sufficient grounds 
had not been stated to justify the measure; 
but he would ask any man acquainted with 
public business, whether the nature of our 
government was not such, that the govern- 
fnent could not proceed if it did not often 
act upon grounds which could not, consist¬ 
ently with the interests of the country, be 
ma<fe public ? Upon this ground he would 
his coOfidence to government, without 
regard fb the persons of whom it might be 
composed. Upon the same grounds he 
would have given hi.s confidehcc to the late 
government, though it was knovn, that be 
had not beetj in the'habit of concurring in 
‘ their measures, if they had made his niaj. 
declare in his speech, that he had suffictent 
groundsfor the measures they might adojll. 
Did not every man of common sense know, 
that measures of w'ar were often'taken, 
whenno informaflon could be divulged or 
was even 'Fi^ived to justify them ^ Thfe 
difficulty Of proaifing intelligence in the 
present instancef rendered it still more tie- 
cessal^ not to elpose those sources 
yet remained tdus. He was epAscienti- 
itnisly of that mere inconveni- 

enfce hud Snsenjfe this country, from lift- 
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pray Went grtints of inforrajition, and from • Zealand sujrounded s^o-Uapidiiy and unex- 
the governni^ent being so urgently pressed expdctedly with a^d military ar- 

for the produetion of papers, than from inament, from the tardiness which Ihey 
any other cause. This he would assert had been accustomed to witness in our 
without reference to any set of men: former expeditions. *ACanv rate, theit 
* NulBus add ictus jural‘e in Verba magistrii^ avowed inability to defend themselves 
He was ojjd enough to remember the Ame- against the power of Russia some yearn 
ricanrwar, and he •could state from oppor- ago^^ whei>jpa that very account they went 
tunities which he had of personally know- ^ war with this country, was a satisfhe^ 
ing the fact, that in consequence of this tory proof that they could not do it j|ow 
production of the papers relative to the against the combftied powers of Russia and 
sailing oi‘ the Toulon fleet, on the motion Frtuice; and it would hardly be maintained,, 
of a gentleman of very high talents, now tliat we ought to have sat quietly slill and 
no more, (Mr. Fox) the French had been seen them marshalled among our enemies. * 
enabled to ciit bff a source of intelligence. It was not to be forgotten too, that a ne- 
which this country haApossessed in IIol- gociation preceded hostditic^Yand that they 
land since the reign of queen Aiiiie. Was .had the option of delivering their fleet m 
there not enough on the face of such deposit, or of going to war wJth. this coi><i* 
papers, to enable the enemy to trace tlie try. The great moral maxim\tf *\\lo as 
source whence they might havd been i‘e- you woyld be done by""^ was eqVaJH^p- 
ceived ? He W4mkl give 'credit to' govern- plicabltf to nation ’ *and..iq jjjd^idvJai.^ and 
men! for having received the intelligence, heiliad no hcsitui*,':* in saying 
On tiiat fact he would rest his fjot, luid he. been a Dane, he would not 
give his approbation to the measure. Ad- his'hdhour compromised in acc«dinj»t|||^' 
mitting, then, the fact, that such arrange- .alternative oflered by the British 
inents were formed as had been stated, the meilt.-r^Upon the other prominent topic 
nextquestionwas, whether we were justitia- iu. the speech, he declared it as his firm 
ble ill following them up with an attack upon opinion, that there was no probability of 
Denmark; and this, he asserted, did not ad- obtaining from the present government of 
luitlof doubt. Ile shrewdly suspected, that Francei any terms of peace compatible 
there had been a great deal of cullusion far with the honour'and security of this coiuv* 
a considerable time, between the miitistevs try of this he had been convinced ever 
of Denmark, for of the Crown IVince be since the Treaty of Amiens, which he had 
wished U> speak with the res|)ect due to supported merely by way of experiment. 
his rank, inure especially as he w'as peai^y liut after the experience wc had of the dis-* 
alliotl to our own most gracious soiereign. po.sitions of the enemy, in the short inters 
But settiug^ this presumption altogether val of hostilities, he was persuaded, that on 
asMe, he cimtended, that the existence of the day on which peace should be signed, 
so powerful a fleet in the hands of so our real dangers would commence. M 
weak ft fK>wer was itself a sufluient jus- the same time, he thougj^t, tb^at no oppor« 
tification of the measures of precaution tunity ought to be omittej ot negodation, 
which had been adopted. Deprecaftng were it merely for the purpose of infornift 
the repetition of such discussioiis^as tjjey ing rlj^ people, who knew lyit little o£li|j| 
hadilieartl, of the principles of abstract political interests of the country, of 
rigm, more worthy of schoolboys tbau ^ we were fighting for. He advised 
state.smen and legislators, and u[)on which ters, however, in any negociution, to 
the pliilosophers of the continent so much a higli ground, and thatot the most perfect 
insisted, while at the same time tbey shevv- ^^loality. At present, he sincej^ljr depro- 
ed themselves so inttensible to the prmciples catcd'all 'petitioning on the par%pl Ac peo* 
rtf wrong, he declared that, an an impartial pie, because it could do no good> and would 
man, sitting upon tlie great process of his only tei!d to embarrass government and 
country, tic would bring in his verdict-i— embolden the enemy, •. 

«ot guilty. The ciiwinstancc of the Mr, a wish, that Ife 

Danish army being assernb^JiHn Holstein could agreja.'with the^ right hon. gent* m 
afihe time the attack^ made on Zea- all the t^ics of his s||fiech, as much as h^ 
land, lie thought might |have been con- did .with whipiMfi concluded*, Hf 

fir!V|^ in order to presJ ve appearances, depreca^d rightJjjjiHU 0eill- 

nn^ to di|guisorfh«ir futiifC intentions, all petUions for peacei^sj^ fotrfhoisamc ^ 
he could very well accoiw for the surpr^j^ reason,, because they coul^do no good, 
of iheai' goveruixient on the island andfoightl;^ productive <>f;nfocb iiMSchjftt 
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no dbi^jbt vyl;5 in itseJf deysirabie, and 
it was not lo suppt.W that finy govern• 
ineiV cou]<3 he ^nsensibi^^to the^ motives of 
tho^e who wero incist desirous of it, eyen 
though/they were exprerf.-iccl much less 
StVoitgly than in the petitions that might 
come before the house. He wtis jprepared, 
hpwpver, even to go farther th|p the I’ight 
non. gent.'^arid to declare his opinion/that 
honour in ^uy peace which should nowe 
cpnclwded^ might be cp#ide,rcd as totally 
out of the Quest ion, Safely now was aU 
that we need look for, and this v\ as all that 
he jtould ask : 

** Now g‘i\e kind Uuilness, memory and rhyi^o, 
We’ll put off i^uius till another tunc.” 

Could peace pe made oJi terms that would 
^ the comry into any reasonable state 
1 ^ for one was willing '' to put 
till another- time.'' Tie was 
^lat ^n tlie otl^ topics w}iich*the 
itjL. .gc3t^^djRro(luced into,4lis 
T he wag .iirujer the necessity ^pf 
di^ering with him. lie had 
certain doctrines of geti^rality 
which he was persuaded \yeie very di^ent 
indeed from the practice of the right ho^. 
gentlemajb and which, fi\)m the industry 
and eagerness with w Inch they werp dit^ 
fused, formed, in his opinmn, om^ of the 
most alarming features of the. present 
^itnes. It rtialTy seemed as il* w^e had ar¬ 
rived at a ngw ep(H:h of the world, and as 
tif we were about to adopt a system di¬ 
rectly the reverse of that which had beep 
Iptlmrto acted upon. The right hon. gent, 
appeared to treat anciently received 
ctplies with as lUtl^ ceremony as any revo- 
i:»i:—p'i’ench Committee had ever 


^safety 


and to take leave of them with tellr 
Wthat jilflthelfe old-fashioned doctrines 
are, changed and exploded. lie \yould 
howev^iAyentui'c- to profess an ^tt^ch- 
ijt'to the Old maxim, of honesty being 
(best policy; a. maxim which was just 
^s true when applied to the conduri of 
nations as of individuals. Nor did he think 
Buiheientmerely to profG.ss it; it was 
equally e^ential to act upon it/ iut mfi 
^|>en and public riumaciutiou of this prin- 
j^ipl^ W’as an alarming symptojK ind^ed^ 
a)ad mfinitciy more fatal to the “(pause of 
public, morals than ]my}pi.mra4;tica]l d^via- 
tmps from it* It was Cstat^f most i^ope- 
Ipis depravijy^ wheif people began to'idsiqpt 
*io pr^tice* lie advised 
new career^; 
Ettredtjiiftci,' that they tohJd cut 
/ i^h§n ficu^pstfcd with the 

Sjf# Ibiig had fc- 



[n 

quired such a pr^eimy as; to makb it 
in vain mr us io, attempt oow to contend 
with him^ Vljhat^ver hopes the hon. gen*- , 
tlemen might entertain of themselves in 
that respect, he was afraid Uiey would 
^nd the country very unhandy ^smd indo¬ 
cile, and too stiff in its old habits of ho¬ 
nesty and fair dealing to follow them with 
any advantage. Wq were past the age of 
learning. It was much better fpr us to 
stick to our old principles, and to resolve 
that if it was our fate to die,-we sliould at 
least die with hpnour. With respect to 
the refusal on the part of ministers of de¬ 
claring the grounds on which thf y formed 
their opinion, it n^^ver been disputed . 
that government might receive informa¬ 
tion, which it would be in the highest de*- 
grec improper for them to publish. But 
then a (fuestion arose, whether in such 
casiis they ought or ought not to act upon 
their information ? This in some cases 
miglit be decided in the affirmative, and 
ill othSrs n^t* He suspected, however, 
tbfit in the case in question, instead of 
prepar’mg b'<H>ps for an cxpeditiqp, they 
had prepared the expedition for the Uoops. 
Finding that they had got money in their 
pockets, they resolved on spending it. 
They didmot . knpw what to do .with the 
army which they had collected,, and after 
some reflediion, they safd, God bless us, 
let us go and attack tlie I^nish fleet." He 
did not, how'ever, mean now to enter into 
a,discu8siou of the merits a{ tbe question, 
and his only object in rising was to repro-* 
bfte the new system pf inor^Uty ^hkh 
was so assrdupusly propag4®id» stud ivhkh, 
if propagated witli j^uccess, yvquld prove a 
lasting pijury tp the wory. 

. Mr. A/ontst^m vindicated the 

conduct of Ministers jn withlmlding the 
information of which they 4 U'<i(e^icd to be 
in •possession, Mpmi the constilutionaljpro- 
yision, which, by granting to the,kaiJS the 
prerogative of. declaring \>‘ar, necessarily 
declared him tjie scHc; jqdgp of the grounds 
on which he* ought to go to war. 

Mr. If w, $miiA, after touchitig Ughtly 
on tjje Coprnhageii business, compicncM 
the conduct .of the noble Jort} who was 
member for Yoltshirc, in discpunUjiwiuciiig 
petitjipns for pe^^. He would htive acted 
in the samn^ipamier if a petition had beep 
proposed in the dty he Ip^d pk^ honour tp 
represent, thougff the interests of the inlip- 
bitant^ of ibat toity suflerfd as mwej^^ 
tbe interest* of Ay ptbei: parit, of the ,coipr 
munityjr by the||mnt^ua)sp;e wfur* 

Tb^ be wquU in the th^ 
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bis rhye»ty^s ministerUrould omit iia op* 
portunity of motoring peace. If he should 
find that any fair opportunity was neg¬ 
lected, th<m lie Would encourage the peti- 
ti<jns, with a view to compel inimsters to 
iiegcftiate. * 

Mr. ISef^^etary Canmiigf in answer to a 
question put by an hon. gent, over the 
way *(Mr. Ddeii^ admitted, that though 
lord Gambler had sailed from the Down?^ 
on the I2dlh of July, ministers had not re¬ 
ceived the intelligimce of the signing of 
the Treaty of Tilsit before the 8th of Aug. 
following, i^linisters had hot said that 
they had ih their possession any one se¬ 
cret article of the Treaty of Tilsit, hut that 
the substance of such sect'll articles had 
been confidentially Communicated to his 
majesty’s government, and that such com¬ 
munication had been made a long time 
previous to the date alluded to by the | 
hon. gent.: as to the inference attempted | 
to be drawn from the advanced j^tate of | 
preparation in which the armament was j 
placed prior to the Treaty of Tilsit, it was 
notorious, that that anuament was then 
equipping for an entirely distinct object, 
till the secret intelligence had been re¬ 
ceived, which made it the duty of minis¬ 
ters to employ thdt armament in the ser¬ 
vice in which it had been so successfully 
engaged. 

Air. Whitirtftd ^vas sure that the words 
of the Declaration against Russia went to 
rest the juistification' of the expwlition iV> 
Copenha^tvon the secret articles of the 
Treaty of Tilsit, though his hon. fidend 
had clearly mode out a gross anachronism 
in a?ttribating the expedition, that set out 
on the 20th of Juiy, to the ettect of a treaty 
that,was not known in this country till 
the 8th day of the subsequent month. But 
the right lion, secretary had now ctfniesjsiKd 
that minister.'^ Imd not in their possessiOi^ 
the secret articles, but that they had the 
substance of those artiejes. Here he would 
ask one question, why riot st^te that sub¬ 
stance to the house and to th# country ? 
for the argument* ihider Which ministers 
tried last night fo entrench thcmsblves, 
namely, that the Vei-y feet of communica¬ 
tion WCufd disclolte tne souke of it, couH 
not at all apply there was no 

necessity to gite' sUb^^knCe to the 
house wtth any the 

souTee frofii whence thewhad derived it; 

could easily ideate tnat sUtestSaiiCe 
netally, ahV m^Wk of afesighationi 

AMgirt hoh. gOiA; (Mr. 

W^the topi$ Of j^ubltti ittid 


— L^di Commhsimerd Speer >. [g-i 

'national nnyaiity, fromChicIilie entirely 
dissented, aiwl he pas suie,/that had that 
right hon. gent. been.a Dane, he whuld 
have shed the last drop of his blood Sooner 
than ha\e surrendered tlie fag ehd of* a 
cotton rope to England,•'required in the 
manner m which the late demand had 
been, made* to Dell mark, ^ peace, ho 
Wished that petitions would crowd from 
alS^parts of the empire, and multiply upon 
the table, unless ministers would satisfy 
the country of their willingness to enter 
into a negociation on secure and honour- ^ 
able terms ; which he believed Were to bo • 
had now as readily as at any other period 
of the war. But there was one thing had 
fallen from the right lion. gcn^. to which 
he must advert: with regard the tend'^ir^ 
the option, as it was called, thac wa.'^ made 
to the Danes—tlyit if they gave ps their 
fleet, wh would Vfcnd.,,thcMV fipm* the 
trench; how! iIp defend theAA; who 
were not able, after seizing their to.,, 
keep possession of Zealand for «ne vfintftr! 
The Danes must now see, that had they 
beell mean enough to have acceded to our 
proposals, we could not have fulfilled our 
stipulations, and that, therefore, we wero 
determined either to rob or to defraud 
: them. *lle did think that ministers were 
bound, as they regarded their own ho¬ 
nour,* but much more as they regarded 
the honour of the country, till their time 
unstained, to give to parliameVit ahd to the 
world, the fullest ahd the most complete 
information as to the pretended mystery 
that led to an attack on a neutral and in¬ 
dependent peopfo, unprovoked (apparently 
at least), and certainly unprecedented in 
the annals of this count?ry. right hon. 
gent, had deprecated this calji for papefs and 
information, and thought it injurious to tim 
bl^t*Vcrvice. He could only say, that” 
believed the great cause of many of 
the evils with which this,country had bceh 
afHicted> Wd.s owing to the system that 
had prevailed too generally foi' the last 15 
years,/)f holding back frofe the publit the 
pampers and documents which been, 
upon almost cvei*y important occasion, 
Vaidly m5ved for m tha^ housed. HeshOilild 
condude with repeating his •conviction, 
that ministers hid nhver received, either m , 
substance dr ili'fovmi the secret infonaa^ 
tioij which they t^te,g^lhey had received,' 
and to wnreh taey ^ribdted that 
and 

^as Mad^ add oVdferod 

, td Id his by such 

I prky d^ncil. . 
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i COMMONS^ 

' , Mumday, Jatofary'QS. 

: [Minutes.] Lord Stopford reported to 
.Ibe house, that his majesty, having been 
mttended with thtwr Address of Friday last, 
was pleased to receive the same very 
’ graciously, and to give the^ following 
Answ'er : Gentlemen ; I return you n^y 
most cordial thanks for this dutiful 
dresfi' The just sense you entertain of the 
measures which the extraordinary and cji- 
' tii^l Bt&te of aflairs compelled me to adopt 
f fortSverting from my kingdom the great 
and additional dangers with which it w as 
threatened, gif es me great satisfaction, and 
is.„ a fresh proof of yoiir loyal determi¬ 
nation to st^port the honour of my crown, 
and the rigfits and essential ijitcrests of my 
people.''—The follow iii" Election |^ef itions 
were^resonted^ind (^ered lo,6e taTcen 
intac^^Aderation o)14l^ days respectively 
an r^isied : Great •fJrimsby, Thursday, 
"*Teh. ; Downpatrick, Feb. 25 j* New- 
^ castle under Line, March I; (i^reat Yal’- 
month, March l ; Grampound, March 3 ; 
Stirling, March 2*1*; Wexford, two peti¬ 
tions, March 8 ; New Malton, March 8 ; 
Malmsbury, March 10.—!^Ir. Sheridan 
gave notice, that he vsliould on idomlay 
se*nnight move for a committee to inquire 
into the State of Ireland. Me said, Jje did 
not briiig*Ott this measure witli any party 
views or^party feelings, nor with any in¬ 
tention whatever to embarrass his inajesty^s 
Uninisters ; neither w as it his object, tlial 
tW committee should take into their coii- 
laderat^ou any thing respecting the griev¬ 
ances suflered by the people of Ireland on 
account, of ^religiaus distinctions, or, in 
Otfeo**words, tbe Catholic Claiiiii, as he 
wmior^tootl that question was in other 
ti^ds. The«propQsitions he h^d t6t bring 
tewward he, tuerefore, hoped would meet 
the unanimous concurrence of that hau$e. 
if however, in consequence of the absence 
of several meftibers belonging to that part 
of the united kingdom,, who might wish to 
d^larc their sentiments upon me sui>ject, 
il.might bethought adviseable tapDst|>one 
.nplice, he sliould have no objection to 
—Mnr Hornei* rose to postpone his 
umiiian respecting thf^giTmting of Licences 
to persons engaged in foreigii frade^ until 
^urs^y. Mr. l^se begged tp ask die 
t of Mr. 

was tp as- 

to the practicO j, of 

; by die privy council to , 

om ^b8%ed in fore%n trade had 



1308 —Ofiees 'in Rmrmn BilL [90 

been carried. Ha understood,. that in 
granting such licences to some particular 
individuals, a^jid refusing them to others,, 
much abuse had arisen, contrary to the 
true meaning and intent of the legislature ; 
be thought, therefore, that infoma^tion 
upon this subject would be necessary and 
proper at any time to be laid fiefore the 
house, but more particularly at a period 
when such an extensive System of blockade 
had been adopted, and so many Orders of 
Council issued upon this subject. 

[Offices in Reversion Bill.] Mr. 
having previously moved, “ That 
the entry in the Journal of' the house of 
the 10th of Auguj|t, in tlie last session of 
parliament, of tae Address agreed to by 
this house to be presented to his majesty, 
requesting that his majesty would be gra¬ 
ciously pk^ased not to grant any Olhcc, 
Place, Employment, or Salary, in any part 
of his majesty's dominions, in reversion, 
or for joint lives, w ith benefit of survivor¬ 
ship, until six weeks after the coinmcnce- 
mtntof the present session of parliament," 
might be read, proceeded to move for 
leave to bring in a Bill, to prevent' the 
granting of Oiiices in Reversion. He said, 
that towards the close of the last session, 
he had had the honour of jiroposing to the 
bo’ise a measure of this nature, which 
then received the unanimous sanction of 
the whole house; and it was therefore un¬ 
necessary for him to take up their time in 
makipg observations upon the necessity of 
such a measure, as he w^as coniideiit the 
house had ijo reason to depart- from that 
resolution ; and he trusted, that no obsta¬ 
cles w'ould be thrown in the way of that 
w hidi, in the strictest sQnse, w’a.H the bill 
of that house. Unless some unanswcraiblr 
reasons could be brought forward, ho 
hoped tlm house would maintain the work 
of*their own hands. It might have been 
Sufficient for him to put the house in pos¬ 
session of the subject, merely recom¬ 
mending it to theiA to persevere in what 
they had #lreadv considered a useful mea¬ 
sure ; but lest there should lie any suspi¬ 
cion that it was intended by this measure 
to encroach upon the prerogative of the 
crown, hq wdsHfed to show that it did iiqt 
in any maimer trench upon that preroga¬ 
tive. vVhaMi^s sought, was not to restrain 
the power ef ihe. ^own in the appomi- 
ment of person/ to luci^ative oliSces, hot 
merely to suspe^ such apppintitient 
vacaiipy should pneur^^m broer tl^tafi^- 
portumty migh| be of appointing 
the fittest iwsof, as wbs a 1^11 
y 
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fact, that by granting otiiccs in reversion, 
persons had been appointed wholly unWi 
for such situations. On these grounds, lie 
thought this a fit bill to jia.^s at any time, 
but more, particularly under the pierain 
circumstaiux's of the country. It vv<is well 
known that a (‘ornni'ltee ofeiHiuiiy idio 
certain gneasures of eeonomv lia 1 L'een 
going on during the Iw'o iu‘‘! se^smijs of 
pavlianumt, and was still coniiniiing, b\ 
whom many o{hct‘> of einolmmuit, but 
with no (!ut\ loptrfonn, migiil lie eni Irel'^ 
suppressed ; but the existence of offices 
in ri'Versu)!! wouhl, in some ('as( s, have ilie 
ellcM't ofpiiUit'g Oil', to a gri'at h-ngth (»i 
time, the execution of any rccomnum- 
dalion proceeding IVom that (ommittei' 
Ttiis, v/hieh luwl form''rl\ Ix-en mgeda^ 
an objtu't'on against tlie present m« asiii'c, 
was, w'ith tlu'rn, a ground oiy \'vliMh he 
miglit childly rely in inging its expe- 
ibency. He ditl not (Miuadsc, I'cwfver, 
thatthere could be air. oc'auou tu ti cidile 
the house furthei uj)on a molioii ^^ilu.•h 
formerly passed with its unanimous c^on- 
rurrence. lie should oul\ ixpress hr-s 
hope for the same degrt e of unanimity in 
icgard to the bill he should now propose, 
and w'ould conclude with inoMiig, “ That 
leave be given to bring in a bill to pio- 
hihit tile granting ol'Olh<'(‘^ m Ib'^ausion, 
or for joint lives, ^vilh lienefit of survi¬ 
vorship. 

-Mr. U\ Dnndas felt himself i ailed igxm 
to state Ills distinct upposiimn to ihc mea¬ 
sure proposed. It wa*' not tlie cudom\d' 
parliament to pass in a subsvH|ueiit session 
what it had agretal to as a matter ofcour.se 
in a jireceding ses.^ion. The discretion of 
everv member remaineil opin to correct 
itself on reilodihn. Much less was it to 
be regarded as a matter of course that the 
liousc w*as bound to agree in cveiy res- 
pf ct, and to coincide in every recljmmrn- 
dation of the committees it apiiomted. 
Eve*’y thing w^as to be ('onsidereil and re¬ 
considered as often a^> it came before the 
house, upon the fair view of tlie arguiiu nt^ 
that should appear for and agaihst it. Hi* 
opposed the present measure on the broad 
ground of its invading the udierent prero¬ 
gative of the crowm, not ^merely by sus- 
jpendiug, but by taking away and destroy¬ 
ing its right of granting certain olhces 
according to established usag5*i He did not 
think there was inuch^jJdity in the argu¬ 
ment, that grants in reviT'sion were liable 
'to biC exercised in favour of improper per¬ 
sons. TJtc advisers of th^ crowui were al¬ 
ways re^onsibU for any impropriety ofi 


tins kind, vvhetlier I b^'^’grantas direct or 
leVersionjjry. The lure ho took on thi^ oc- 
casieii might not be popijar, butliewoufd 
<lo liis duty. \flienj!ie abolition ami ve- 
foruMtioii of ofiici^s, aii^l ibc limitation of 
the jircrogat n'c of tin- i*ro\v;i ^^’ith respect 
to b'lrui, w'cr(* could not help 

ri'collt cl mg tin- iiislaiiji' ot ii (listmgui‘'hc I 
ch,!.'acti r 111 tluo hfoi^c, be mvani tlie laU* 
«\Ir. Hnruc, wlo Imd b'*eii most act've lu 
tlici“;M'i\ j ait o{ lii> p'oioical career m n - 
foiming '.'uid ubsilishlug olticcs, anil in 
limiiiug tin* p*c!‘,:oa!:\,' of t’oc ci'c^wui, and 
wdio lutd to 1 M'c 111 Mi'l c 'lu'cmn all.tboso 
rclbrm., abolbcui , ■>’,(! li'intulions.• He* 
mi insjsti (1 on Uu* | 'W'.rof tlu' house 
o\oi tlio ac'^ oi its < u.'uu' . <'s, ami rt'ccui- 
iiK ud<‘(l the p,\ <C the pltU'o.'/.l- 

m\.'‘ ol tlu' ( .ow*i, \,hirh w i; tlu' foie^.^a- 
ti ‘u <»j ?iu‘ p: i\ i'( 'C'. (iT th..' hoi, c i; ? if. 

/uthrad ('ouid not MhKr.ihc lui- 
sci'vu’ iTiii^ f)i liiv" ,ri' ! ‘ boo. :-'n^.\wh‘) bad 
just ,p '!.( n, to ii.rs \v itho’it ar.im< Ivi ,rfiug 
upun ib' ui d'i single ica-Jii wli'^^*; ilio, 
riglil Imu. 'U’iit. liU'.l .lONMiK i*d*i'oi’Ills 
position totin', mcau.irc wr. that it Mi- 
croavdied irpou tlu* pioio^-utlvi* ol’ the 
crown; hut In* cousubicd it oju* of the 
ptu uliar [ui'Nilc'p • of tluil lifnisc to w atcli 
over the [in rog iti’v (* ui t!i * crown, and 
to ('ufl> and )iui<b'ra!c it, wuu'r - it an- 
jicared to o\err(';icIi tfiat pu\cr wlfmb 
wcslc.l in n : bu* tlu' iiyli lion, gcu’ 
was ccvtaiiii\ r gli- m eg u.jst tin^ 

bill, ibr if lu' wa> not vci \ r.nu h mceak'‘u, 
that right hon. gcut. wa; hou'icir in po-- 
sessiou of an oihcc granted to Inm in re¬ 
version. It wr>''. the p^^'umar duatv of thai; 
house, by the address w!)i(di was ’ioted iu 
the hist session of parliament, to taki* this 
measure into th(*ir nuifst serious consider¬ 
ation. The proposed mui-virc ibd^iot go 
to take aw'ay from (lie erowii tlu* power of 
aj)poif\ting per.soiis to ohices of (‘mobiment, 
but merely to suspend tliepm\ei of ap¬ 
pointment to pliucs wlych iiad been im¬ 
properly exlrcl'^ed. Jn many instances, 
appointments were sr'’.>m *d to jiersuns 
wdiileVhev w’cre mere and wholly 

incapable' of cxeiufmg t!u‘ funi tions of 
tliem. This, tlicn, w as eeitaiiily an im- 
jn'opiu’use of the pre.roaative. He* be¬ 
lieved tlie right hon. chaucPllor of the 
exehetjuer himself w^is au instance of thi^, 
having been ;\ppointed to a iuerative ollice 
while aiyinor; nay, e:^enwdnie he wa^t an 
infant, llie same pbiO^ now held in 
reversion by tlTe^rlghi'iitip. gent.'s^brf^her, 
a member of the upper hoUNj,(lord Ai*Jen); 
and that grant was ceitainW made when 
Tf • . 
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it could noN^ive ll^^on foreseen tlial the 
right Jion. gem. would turn oul to be a 
person of such llransreiident lalenls and 
ubililies, capable of bolding the high and 
important sitiraiioy \Uiicli he now tilled. 
The otBcc lie alluded to, however, did not 
certainly refjniic suT:h transcendent talenU 
and abilities as the right hon. gent, pos¬ 
sessed ; for die believed it retpnred liVlle 
more abililies Ihaii weie snlTieient for count¬ 
ing tlie money l^li^ing tioin Us einolninenls 
into his own pocket, tie confessed he 
thoughtiiny opposiiion to this bill \^as de 
^rogatory to the pnneiples and opinions cn- 
teilaincd by that hoie-e upon tlie subject; 
and he trusted the house would njihold iK 
own honour and cliaracter, by again seiid- 
in^he bill iqi^io the house of louU. 

Newport thought it his duly to 
slate a paiticular instance in which the rc- 
fonii of an, olKce lecoifinieiulcd Joy the 
coniinittOT of iiujuiry, in hcland, could not 
be cdirjgd into eU’oet, in consec|ncnce of its 
being granted in reversion. The otike he 
alluded to was that of customer of the ]>ort 
of Dublin. IL hud been granted in rever¬ 
sion three deep. Two of the three had 
died while the reform was in agitai iou; but 
the right of the third barred the reform. 

Mr. Horner lose for the pnrposctof i*c- 
pelling the aspersions which had heen thrown 
upon the memory of one of the pruydest 
ornaments of, tins or any other country, by 
the inconsiderate oliscrvations of the right 
hon. gent. The hon. gent, denied that the 
latter part of Mr. Buike’s life went in any 
way to invalidate or contradict the sincerity 
of his ^earlier efforts. Those who were 
honoured with that great man's friendship, 
or those who^were acquainted with his very 
last w 0 rk> knew«ihat he took honour and 
credit to himself for having jmrsued such 
itieasiires as tended to every *spefles of 
economical reform; they knew tlrat, to the 
latest iiour of his^splendid career, he was 
as zealous and as sincere an enemy to ra¬ 
pine and [lubiic malversation as he was in 
the most vigorous period of his meii^rable 
life.—Helhoughl this measure the more va¬ 
luable, not because it bore upon the pre- 
rogsflive of the crown, but because it was a 
measure ofTeforin ; and that [icrhaps^ was 
the very reason of the right hon. gent.s 
ofiposition to it.—The bill was to be re¬ 
spected, because itytame from a^ftomroittec 
appointed by house y? consider the 
of reducing tlic pulilic expenditure, 
ecause ^ was the first step recom- 
by^^c committee for the attain¬ 


ment of that object; and, w'hethcr it should 
be deemed expedient as an ulterior mea¬ 
sure to purchase the interests of the present 
reversioners, or to await the expiration of 
liieir terms, it w as equally unfit that further 
grants in reversion should be made.—^The 
question bt ing put, leave was given to bring 
ill ihe bill, with the single dissent#iig voice 
of IMr. W. Diindas. Mr. Rankes after- 
w^iids Imniglit in the bill, which was read a 
first time. 


IIOUSK OF COMMONS. 

Tuesdajf, January 26 . 

[Minutjs.] Petitions, complaining of 
undue returns, w'ere presented from the fol- 
lowing jdaecs, and ordered to be taken 
into eon‘^i^h'rulion on the days annexed : 
Poole, Teh. ; Maldon, March 13; Bever¬ 
ley, March 13. 

[PaFFKS IIELATING TO THE NEGO¬ 
TIATION WITH Austria and Kussia.] 
Mr. .SewTtary Canning presented to the 
hoqse, by his majesty's command, the Pa¬ 
pers relative to the Negotiation willi Aus¬ 
tria and Russia, of which the following are 
copies: 

PAPERS 

REI.ATIVK TO THE NE(iOTIATION 

WITH AUSTRIA AM) RUS.SIA ; 

PRUSI-ATED, BY Ills MAJESTY’S 

(’OMiMAND, TO BOTH HOUSES OF 

PARLIAMENT, JAN. 26, 1S08. 

•pM'KRS RLLAriVE TO AUSTRIA. 

No I.—Note from the Count de Star- 
hem berg to Mr. Secretary Canning, 
dated Loiulon, Ajiril 18, 18 O 7 . 

Ills majesty the emp«ror of Austria, 
king of Hungary and Bohemia, having re¬ 
solved upon offering to the principal pow ers 
inl^resl^ in the present war, his amicable 
mediation, in order by his intervention to 
bring on a negotiation for peace, the count 
de Starlicmbcrg, envoy extraordinary and 
minister j>leniiK)tenliaiy, has received orders 
to tiansmit to the miiu^try of his Britan- 
nick majesty, the accompanying Note, con¬ 
taining the offer of mediation which his 
imperial and ryyal majesty has caused to 
be presented in the same manner, and at 
the same tinie, to the cabinets of Peters- 
burgb and’onhe ’^uillcries, as well as. to 
that of Berlin. Zn acquitting himself of 
this conimisaion, lihe undersigned reque^ 
his excellency Mr. Canning *will have^flfe 
goodness to laytMs offer of mediation of his 
imperial majesty before the king of Eng- 
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[ land, and lie ventures to hope that his ex¬ 
cellency will not refuse to inforni him as 
soon as possible of the resolutions taken by 
liis Britannic majesty on this subject.—The 
count de Starhemberg embraces tliis oppor¬ 
tunity to renew to his excellency the assii^- 
ance of his hif^h consideration. 

(NoPe referrecl loin Number 1.) 

The emperor Francis II. could not be¬ 
hold, without the deepest concern, tli* 
rupture which took place last autunm, 
between bis majesty the emperor of the 
French, king of Italy, and bis majesty the 
king of Prussia; and he w as sborlly after¬ 
wards still more painfully atfeclcd, b\ the 
extension of hostilities over a consideiable 
part of Euro|)e. If by observing a strict and 
scrupulous impartiality from the very com- 
niencc*mcnl of the war,his imperial and royal 
apostolic majesty has bad I he satisfaction 
to juaintain bis system of neutrality in cir¬ 
cumstances so critical, and to jneserve bis 
people from the ravages of war, be/lid not 
enter the less fully into the miseries wliicb 
w^re multiplied around bis slates; aiuf in 
his just solicitude hir the tiaiiquillity and 
the securilN of his monarchy, ht' could not 
but be sensil)le to the coniiuually renewed 
alarms upon his frontiers, or to the fatal 
effects which they inevitably produced in 
various branebes of bis ijitenor adininislra- 
lion. The em))eior, nnilbrmly animated 
with the same disj)osilions,bas had no other 
view from the coninienccmenl, and during 
the course of hostilities, lhaii to eudcMvour 
to bring about a leconcilialion, and to avail 
himself of every proper opportunity to put 
an end to the calamities of war. lie judged 
he could not better od'ect this desirable re¬ 
sult than by coiis^anlly impressing the belli¬ 
gerent jiowers witli his sentiments of ipo- 
deratioii and of conciliation, and ni giving 
his whole attention towards ])rodncing* in 
them a similar disposition. The reception 
which his first overtures to this eflVcl have 
obtained, ap])ears toairtiounce that the mo- 
iiieiit of so desirable a recon(*lliation is not 
far dihlant. In tbo conlidcnce inspired by 
so consolatory a prospect, the general W'cl- 
fare and the interest of bis own dominions 
call upon Ills imperial majesty to offer to 
the belligerent i^owers his friendly interven¬ 
tion ; and in consequence ofjliis, he does 
not hesitate to make t«^jis Britannick ma¬ 
jesty, the offer of his and of his 

^good offices.—But, in considering how very 
complicated and extensive the present war 
is become, the emperor would think that^ 
be had but imperfectly expressed bis fer- 
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vent desire for peace, 'and thc^Iiope of its 
compleat tflid speedy re-e.jtablishment, if 
he did not at the saiiie4im#slatclhe entire 
convict ion lie feels, ijtat it is only by the 
united endeavours of ttie powers principally 
concerned in the war, anti by a negotiatibn 
in common, which should embrace the 
wdioie of their reciprocal interests, that per- 
luaueiit tranquillity and a sccuft; and solid 
peace can be atlained, a peace w hich should 
secure the future political relations of Eu¬ 
rope.—lli:> imperial majesty, from that firm 
persuasion (which the irankness of bis sen¬ 
timents will not permit him to disseil\))le) , 
conceives that this pacific overture should 
be made by him in common to those cabi¬ 
nets which are, in the first instance, to take 
a part in the conferences; and it is tlierefoj;c 
with earnestness that he equally invites the 
cabineLsof Pelerslpirgh, of Berlin, and of the 
TIniillcfies, to adopt the same*conciIiatory 
views, and to enter into negotiatftAis for a 
peace, in which the essential relations of all 
the parties inlerrslcd should, us far as is 
practicable, be combined.—The emperor 
Iras thusgenerdlly testified his wish for peace. 
He will not take upon himself to suggest 
llie jiarticular mode of negotiation, and 
still less to anlicij>alc, the intentions of 
other powers, or to decide upon those 
measures wliicb it may be tlioiiglit necessary 
previously to settle, in order to determine 
the principles of the preliminifry overtures 
lietweeii the belligerent ]>owers.—Never- 
Ibekss, in the hope that this friendly ofter 
of bis interposition will be appreciated in 
such a manner as the rectitude of his inten¬ 
tions authorises him to expect, his imperial 
majesty is eager to propose (in order that 
the ojiening of negotiations ruay be facili¬ 
tated by his good offices) •any'plart^ in his 
domii|jons, the situation and locality of 
which might be reciprocally convenient, and 
which, from this consideration, ought not 
to be too near the theatre of war; and, in 
this respect, as in every other point, the em¬ 
peror will feci pleasure in contributing to 
accelc%aie the period of so desirable a 
meeting. 

Loyis Count de Starhembjerg. 

No. II.—Note from Mr. Secretary tan¬ 
ning to the count de l?tarliemberg, 
dated April 25,*] 807* 

The undersigned, his majesty’s principal 
secretary* i>f state for^foreigu aftairs, has 
laid before th»*king his» master, thejnotc 
delivered to him by the’V^ount de Bta^em* 
berg, envoy extraordinary/and minister 
plenipotentiary of his imperit^ Majesty^tbe 
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emperor oKAuslw^ji, kiii" of Hungary and 
Bobemiti, Jn \¥ljic!( his imperial niaiesty 
offersj himself Ji ihh mediator of a general 
peace.—The uiulerv'gned lias received the 
orders of the king, toi rransniit to the count 
de^ Starhembefg,;fhe inclosed otWciiil an- 
swer to the iioleVf his impeiial majestv. 
Bendering llie fullest justice to the motives 
which havcfirtuated his imperial majesl;^, in 
the proposal of such a mode of negoliatiofi, 
as can alone, by embracing the interests of 
all parties roudnee to Ibe eslahlisliinent of 
a solid peace, and to the permanent Iran- 
, quiljfly of Europe, the king arcepts, so far 
as liivS majesty is concerned, the oiler of his 
imperial inajesly's mediation, subject only 
to the condition of a like acceplance of it on 
part of ail Ihe other powers who are en¬ 
gaged in the pio>,ent war,—In executing 
this duty, the nndersiriicd is happy Jto seize 
the opporluwity of renewing to l!ie ooiintMe 
Starliemterg llie assiirancV of his high con¬ 
sideration. Geokg k Ca MV I NG. 

(OfliciaUNote, lefeiicd to in N^o.!?,) 

His majesty the king ol'the united king¬ 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, has re¬ 
ceived, with a just sense ol'tlu consideration 
winch is due to cvers comnnniicatio.i fiom 
Im imperial majesty the Muj'eror of Xustna, 
king of Hungary and tv)je»‘aia, andtof the 
motives by which, on E s oci a ion, his im¬ 
perial majesty lias been actuated, ihe/itfer 
of his imperial maji ^lv to become tlie me¬ 
diator of a general peace.—J’he king, who 
has never ceased to consider a secure and 
dtirablc peace as the only oi/ject of the 
war, in which his majesty is engaged, and 
who hai never refused to listen to any sug¬ 
gestions which appeared likely U) conduce 
to the allaininent 6f that »d>jecl, cainiol j 
hesitatt to declafc his entire ronrmrcnce 
in the opinion expressed by the en^p< ror 
and king, that a peace of such a description 
is only to be attained through negotiations 
which shall be common to ail the powers 
]>rincipally engaged in the war.—To such 
negotiations, whenever the consent of 
the other powers interested in thentshall 
be obtained, the king will willingly accede; 
and his majesty will lose no com¬ 

municating with such of those powers as 
are coimcctecl with him by llie bonds of 
amity and confidentjarintereoprse, for the 
purpose of ascertaining their views; and if 
those ’fiews shall favouiable t<f bis im¬ 
perial iiiaiosly'spfoposal, ofooneerling with 
Iheii^hrniode in ({'bjrli such negotiations 
sbbtdd be operftd, and of agreeing upon the 
whyi) (according to the suggestion 
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of his imperial majesty) it might be' expe- 
' dient previously to establish as the basis and 
foundation of a general discussion and ar¬ 
rangement.—With respect to tlie place 
w hich should be selected as the seal of the 
negotiations; his majesty would not object 
id any place w hich, in addition to the indis- 
pi nsahle qualification, pro]K>sed iif the note 
of his iiupeiial majesty, of being sufticiently 
i/’inote from the immediate inliuenco of the 
events oi the war,should have that of atibrd- 
ing to liis majesty, in ;m C(|iral degree with 
all the other powers concerned, the opportu¬ 
nity of a prompt and iininlcriupfed com- 
municalion witii the ))]enipo{ei)tiaiies who 
shouhi he appointed to upifseiit his majes¬ 
ty at the rongiess. (jKorge Canning. 
I’oieignf)tfire, Ajiiil 25, ISO?. 

No. 111.—Note fioni the prince do St.ir- 
hemheig to Air. Secretary Caumng, 
dated Nov. 20, JvS()7. 

The nndei.>'gaed has the lionour to in- 
1 foim hjs ex(t'ileoev Air. Caiu'uig, se(retai v 
of slate for the (h pailmeiil of loieign atfaiis, 
tha\ he has rcecncd positiM' <»rdeis from 
ins court, to make to the Biiti^h luimshy 
the most eanu-sl iepn sentaljons on llie im¬ 
portance t)f j)nliiiig an end to the sliugiik; 
which still exists ifelwceii England and 
FiaiH'c; and the of winch may pro¬ 

duce to liie rest of Euiope tlv/^ most fatal 
conse<|ueiice‘«. His majcslv the einpt ior 
and king, auiiiialed hy a con->>aiil tiesire 
to etfeet ihe restoration of »‘cpose and tiaii- 
(pfiliil v, does not hesitate to rcrpiest ofiicial- 
ly and earnestly his Hntanniek majesty to 
declare his intentions on this point in evinc¬ 
ing to him Ins disprisition to enter into a 
negotiation for a maritime peace upon 
a basis suitable to the reciprocal interests 
of the powers wh<» may take a paitin it.— 
The cabinet of St. James’s has explained it- 
sellltoo oYte,n re5|>ecling its desire for the re¬ 
establishment of })eare, for the undersigned 
not to Hatter himself that he shall.now ob¬ 
tain the formal assin^mce w ished for by his 
couji, whi« li will romplelely prove to all 
the nations of Europe, }he sincerity of the 
pacifick view s of England.—The undersign¬ 
ed, cVr. Louis PKINCB 1>E STARHEM- 
BF.RG. f 

No. IV.—Note from Mr. Secretary Can¬ 
ning to Jhe prince de Starheinberg, 
dated Npv. 23^1807. 

The undersigned his majesty's principal 
secretary of state for foreign affairs, hg^ 
laid before the king his master the offic!^ 
note presented hy the prince de Starhein* 
*berg, envoy extraordinary and minister pie? 
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ni|)oleu4iary of his imperial majesty the em¬ 
peror of Austria, in which tlie prince de 
Starhciiiber^j; exy)rcsses, by order of his 
court, the earnesl desire of his imperial ma¬ 
jesty for the terminalion of the present 
contest hetueeii (»reat Britain and France, 
and requires a sincere and formal di clara- 
lioii of h!^ majesty’s sentiments upon tliat 
snljecl. —His majesty ha'in^j; refieatedly 
and recenllv declared hU ii'spo.-iition anc^ 
desire to enter into negotiation tor a peace 
on secLiie .nni honourable lenns, and tliis 
declariVion Inn in" been made in the most 
ie"ul'arand itn\t:enlicmanner1otin* Austrian 
"overnnu’id, in t!ic answer which the under¬ 
pinned was coniinand(‘d to return to the 
t)lhcial olle: i)\ the prince de Slarheinber" 
(m the month ofA|n'il last) of his imperial 
niajestys med,ialion ; and in that wliicli Ins 
inaje.stv has since (iirccied to Ik* returned 
to a simihir oiler on the part of the einpoior 
of llnssia, and wliieli hasheeiicommunicated 
So Hie com I of Vienna ; his majesty caimo! 
ie<eive without snipiize an a[)phearton for 
u leneual ol the dechinition cif sentunertts 
(;f ui i< h thr court of \ ienna has been so 
U and '-o forniallv in ))Cipsessio:i. — His 
‘ lU n(»l believe thalans fartherde- 
.l;h: !neu can be neees^arv for the purpose 
Ol piOMO" U) ()\p nahojis, Cif luircjM* a sin- 
niiniidp naianis oi“ Furopc cannot 
pat .mil felt ui coinpli.nire v\ ilh the n ishes 
ol a bie.uilN pouei e'piespcd uith sc, iiiucli 
ean;c"lnc,ss and anxietv, Insmaicsfy isih-\u- 
(heless willin" to repeat onee moie 
«issui\nHe, already so often retiealed, that 
liis majt‘sly is now, as he has at all times 
tK'en, prepaied to enter into neiiolialion for 
tiR* conclusion of such a peart' :.s slndl 
settle on ei[iial tefms liie respe('.!i\e inleiests 
of the jmwers cn"a^KHl in tlie war, as shall 
be ( insistent with his majesty’s tidelity^to 
ills allies, and shall provide for the iTaijqml- 
lity and security of Eni ope. The uudeisi^^n- 
cd, cVe. (iKotuiF. Canning. 

No. \ .—Note fromMlie prince de Slar- 
hemhei" to Mi. .Secreturv Ciinning, 
dated Jan, 1, ^808. 

The undersigned, oboying tlie orders of 
liis com I, in eonforming to the desire of 
that of, the ’rimilleries, ha^ the liouour to 
iid'onii his excellency the secretary of state 
for the foreign department, that, in conse¬ 
quence of the pacificl^lispositions of his 
Britannick majesty, atimuiced in Hie an- 
-^ver rcIurDed^on the 23d of November 
iasCto liis official note of the 20lli of the 
same moAth, he is charged to propose to 
tijc English ministry to send immediately' 


plenipotentiaries to Paris for tie purpose 
*of treating for the estal^hment .of peace 
between ail the powersjfat j^re.sent at war 
with England. This pxplicit and trank 
invitation must furnim ji jrroof of the 
good faith and of the sinceVe intention of 
France to put an end to 'tiie calamities of. 
war; and his imperial majesty consents 
\vith*eagcrriess to be the interiiiiEdiary of a 
result so desireable. It is hoped, that the 
court of London w ill not hesitate to recog¬ 
nize on this occasion the importance of the 
proposal w hich In made to it, and tha^ it will 
be disposed to give a rre>li proof of tiialde- 
I sire wliich it has so often expies^ed, lo*re- 
store repose tothc rest of Eurojie, by naming 
negotiators to be enlius'ed wjIIi the im¬ 
portant interests to be discussed. -To avoid 
< veiy s))e< ies of delay, the luuh i ^ig-itd is 
authorized by France to give passports to 
the* miiiisters whhm the cabyiet 'of St. 
James’s may appoint ibi this purpose. The 
mode in which these overtuies are sub- 
mitlecbto the court of \ ondon, and the 
measures winch are tak« -. towards realizing 
the execution of tliem vudi tlie least possi¬ 
ble delay, will eHedualiN demonsJrate the 
spiriS of conciliation by wliicli they are dic¬ 
tated. File nndeiMgiied, vS:c. 

Lq t IS PH J NC K PE AUIIEM PERO. 

No. -- ‘.oLcfimn Mr. Secietaiy Can¬ 
ning to the jnrnce de ^itailiemberg, 
dated Jan. 8, J8(J8. , 

'J’hc ntidersigned, Ins majesty’s principal 
secretary of s^ite for fort ign affairs, has 
laid beiore Ih.e king hi^ nnusler, the note 
delivered to him the sicmid of this montli 
by the prinre de Slarlieinberg, envoy ex¬ 
traordinary and niini^lei plempotentiary of 
liis inajtsly the einpi ior of Austria.—In 
stating himself to lie charged ti> projjose to 
the Brilisli goveinmenllhe immediate send¬ 
ing ofplenipotenliaries to Paris, the prince 
de Slailieiniicrg has omitted to explain 
from whom Iiehasicceive^l llial commission, 
whether tiom Ins imperial ma>ler or from 
the government of France. —If the j>rii)ce 
de Stc#-hei:iberg has, ill this instance, acted 
under the speeitic and immediate orders of 
his court, and if the proposal to his majesty 
to send |)lenipotcnliaries to Paris is td be 
considered as originating at VieTina, the un- 
deisigned is commanded to express his ma¬ 
jesty's concern that so little reference should 
appear Ujiave been had, in framii^ the 
proposal now c^ered for Jife majesty’Con¬ 
sideration, to the correspondence which 
has already taken place between thecoqrts 
of London and Vienna, upon the subject of 
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a negolialiVn for‘]f}eace. — After so long an coinpanied as it is with any ostei\si!)lr and 
interval has been*•'suffered lo ^felapse /since unecjuivocal rotnin on the part ot 1 ranee 
the acceptanciby teis majesty, in April last, for the dcdaralions already made in liis 
of the offer of his feiperial majesty's medi- majesty’s name, is so far from lieing a proot 
tation, his majefty 'could hardly have ex- of any such reciprocal disposition, that it 
pected that the.^ame offer should now be can he construed no otherwise hy lus iiia- 
repeated (if indeed the prince de Starhem- j«'sty than as implying an unjnslitiahlc 
berg's note is to he construed as a repetition donht of the siiicerify of liis ma jt^sty’s pro¬ 
of it) without any notification of the accept- fessions.—Nor is tl)e want of such formal 
ance of those conditions which wcieat tliat ^nfihority and of such rer!]}n)ca] iissir.aniT, 
time stated hy his majesty to he indisjien- the onlv, or tlie most inatevial defcrl in the 
sable preliminaries lo the opening of a ne- prince dc StaihemheVg^ comimmicalion.— 
gotiation. And while the note of the un- His majesty is called upon to semi plenipo- 
dersigned of the 23d of November Iasi is tenliaries to Paris to iiegoliale for peace, 
cited by the prince de Slarhoinberg as the willir)ut the sligidest intimation lx iiig gi^eii 
foundation of the present proposal, his ma- to his majesty of the basis on wh.ch it is 
jesty observes with surprize, that this pio- proj>oscd that such negotiation should In* 
Qpsal nevertheless extends only to the ioimded.— II* il eo'uld ever ha\e hern 
powers combined wulh France in the war mailer of donht whether the pre\ious settle- 
against Great Britain, and not^ to the meni of a‘'hasi*. of negotiation were neees- 
allies bf Great Britain* in the war ^\itli sary to theliopc of its snceessful teimination, 
France.on the other hand, the coiiit the experience of the last negotiation with 
of Vienna is no otherwise concerned in the France^ would have placed that (piestioii 
step w'hicJ* the prince? de SUuheunbdrg has htwond controversy—'Fiie experience of 
taken, than as having generally authorized the Iasi nesroiiatinnlias further demonslra- 
Ihat minister to receive and to convey t(y led the disadvantage and ineonvciiiiuicy oi 
the British government whatever commnni- a negotiation conducted a! Paris. His ma- 
cations the goveimncnt of Fiance might ,jesty is willing to tical with France ; hut he 
think fit to intrust to him, the undersigned will treat only on a footingofpcrfecterpia- 
i$ coinraanded, in that cascj to remark to lity. He is ready to tieat with tin*allies of 
the prince de Starhemherg, that although Fi.mce.* hut the ncgtitialion must equally 
llie character which thcjuince de Staulicm- emiyiac'e the interests of the allies of (ireat 
berg holds from the court of Vienna, and Britain.—As soon as the basis ofiif‘gotia- 
the formalities bywliich he is aeeiedited to tion shall have been salisfactonly asrer- 
his majesty, entitle him to immediate and Irfiiieii, and an ur.exceptionahle plau: ofiic- 
iniplicit confidence in ewery exercise of his gotiaiiou agreed u))oii, liis majesty will he 
diplomatic functions, in tlic name and on ))iej.aie(i lo name plenipotentiaries to meet 
the behalf of his imoeiial master; yet that those of tlie other jiowers engaged in the 
when he professes to s|>eak m the name of wai : hut his majesls will not again consertt 
another pow^r, thc*statcmenl of some j)ie- lo send his plenijioli nllaiifsto a lusstileca- 
cise aiMhorily, aMd the piodnction of some pilal.—Bid while his majesty lias pt imilted 
specifick and authenticated document, could the undersigned to addiess this trank and 
alone justify the court to which he addresses un#'qui vocal exp(>‘'ilioii of his majesty’s senli- 
liimself, in founding a puhlick and impor- ineiits to the nmiister of the enijieror of 
taut measure upon such a cominiiiiication. Austria, the undersigned is at the same 
From the teiiour of the prince de Slarheni- lime charged lo stale distinctly to the 
berg’s note it appears, that the note of the prince de Stafhemherg, Ihiit not haxiiig le- 
uiidersigned of the 23d of Novenihf r has ceived any authentic jirimf of the prince de 
lieeii communicated to the government of Starhemberg's roininission to enter into any 
France.—The govcrnmenl of !|^ancc is explanations in the name of the French 
I therefore in possession of a solemn and government, or« lo afford any assurance 
' authonliek pfedge of the pacifick dispositions hy which that* government could he 
of his majesty. It follows tjiat a pledge hound, liia iJJajt^sty ha** not directed the 
equally solemn and aulhenlick of the undersigned to any authority to the 
recip^al dispositions of France^R reason- prince dc Starhmherg to speak in the 
ablyLo be rxpcc^url by his iwajcsty, before name of his majesty to Ihp government 
hi$ iwelly can he called upon to make of France. Tlie undersigned has the Tio- 
a^lfpiher arh^ance.—llie proposal to his iiour to request the prince de Stafliemherg 
sei¥l negotiators to Paris, unac- accept, &c. Georg k Canning, 
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No. VH.—Note from the prince de 
Starheniberg to Mr. Secretary Can¬ 
ning, dated London, Jun. 12, 1808, 
Received the 13th. 

The undersigned has the honour lo in¬ 
form his excellency the secretary of state 
for the foreign department, tliat in conse* 
quence of'*orders from his court, the pre¬ 
sent circumstances oblige him to demand 
passports for himself and all the individuals^ 
of the Austrian mission at London. The 
undersigned purposes to make use of them 
as soon as he shall have received from the 
French govermnent the passports which he 
demanded by the messenger whom he dis¬ 
patched yesterday. The undersigned, ^c. 
Louis PRINCE DE StARHEM BERG. 

No. VIII.—Letter fpoin Mr. Secretary 
Canning the prince de Starhemberg, 
dated Jan. 13, 1808. • 

Sir, Having received information that 
Mr. Adair has actually (juilted Vienna, in 
ronseciuence of an intimation from the 
Austrian government; 1 have the hoAourof 
requesting that you will have the goov*l- 
ness lo acfjuaiut me what is the latest dale, 
at which you have reason lo believe that 
Mr. Adair was still at Vienna. 1 have, 
&c. George Canning. 

No. p.— Note from the prince de Slar- 
Iieipberg lo Mr. Secretary Canning, 
dateil London, Jan. 13, ISOS. 

Ill answer lo the note which the under¬ 
signed has just leceived from liis excellency 
the secretarv of slate, he has the ho^nouir 
to inform liis excellency, that the Iasi dis¬ 
patches whicli he has received from his 
court, were of the 30lh of October, ;nul 
that no mention was made in them of llie 
depailure of Mr.«\dair. The undersigned 
Louis prince de Starhemberg. 

No, X.—Note from Mr. Secretarv Coi¬ 
ning to the prince de Slaihwnherg, 
d'ated Jan. 13, 1808. 

The undersigned, his majesty's principal 
secretary of s^te for jforeigii affairs, lias 
the honour to inclose to th.g prince de 
Starhemberg, envqy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary .from bis ma jesty 
the emperor of Austria, the passports which 
lie has demanded for himself and for the 
Austrian mission at this court; having it at 
the same time in command from the king 
his, master, to express his majesty's deep 
regret, that the circumsHKces of the lime, 
.^d the orders of his court, should have 
imposed on tliA prince de Starhemberg the 
necessity of demanding tlieiii.—The luid or- 
si^ued &c. George Canning. 


papers relative*to BIJSSIA. 

’ Nq. T.—Note from Gei^ral .Budberg 
to liis excellency loi|H (yanvillc Leve- 
son Gower, dated , 18of. 

My Lord, Accept myjbest thanks for 
tile proiiiplitiidc with whii^ *you had the 
goodness to transmit to iflc the dispatches 
which I have received, together with your 
excellency’s letter of the 11th (23*d) instant. 
The reports which your lordship mentions 
are well founded. On the gtii (21st) in¬ 
stant, an arinistice was concluded, which was 
yesterday ratified by both parties.* The 
two armies remain nearly in the same 
positions, and hostilities will not recom* 
nience until a month after the denun¬ 
ciation of the armistice. Sensible that 
is of the utmost importance to you to 
transmit this intelligence as speedily as 
possible to your court, I lose not an in¬ 
stant in li-dispatchlng the messepger'Whora 
your excellency has sent to me.%-In re¬ 
spect, my lord, to the interview which 
you re*(juest of me, it would, give me 
great pleasure to comply with your wishes 
if it were possible for me to foresee at what 
place the emperor will stay even for a few 
days; but as wc are still upon our journey, 
I must wait for the first opportunity of 
taking hjs imperial majesty’s commands, in 
order to invite you to rejoin me, where I 
may then he.—I have the honour to be, Acc. 
A. DE BudbERG. , 

No. It.—^Note from bis excellency lord 
Gianville Leveson Gower, to general 
Budberg, dated Meniei, l6th (28th) 
June 1807. 

General,—1 have to acknowledge the re¬ 
ceipt of the intelligence of the armistice 
vviiii'h was signed on the'21 st of this niontb, 
and altiiough I implicitly cpnhde iii#yoiir 
excellency’s assurances, I cannot pass over 
in sileii^e the prospect of a solid and per* 
manent peace, which, from the tenour of 
your publick letter to the governor of Riga, 
your excellency appears to believe will be 
ihe result of that measure.—The reciprocal 
engagevients between the courts of London 
and St. Petersburgb, the known principles 
and the lirniness of his imperial Majesty, 
the verbal^assurances of the emperor wllicli 
1 have just transmit ted to the kin^my master, 
were so many pledges, that it is not now a 
question (acediding to public rumour) to 
negotiate /or a separate peace, but fjor a 
general one; ajid wliatevfi* doubts IIbay 
have entertained on this subject, youff e;fjcel- 
leucy’s letter to general Buxho’jden lias ebpa- 
•pletelydoneaway. The just au^ enl^hteued 
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rnwliich* your excelleiiry views the 
jsftnation .of EunMc, convinofe^ me thq^t you 
couki not, exfVct \ peace wciuld be either 
iinii or lasfiijs, whkli did not include every 
power at war,and w4ich was not founded up- 
ftii ail ef|uilab‘ie basis. My court will be ready 
to concur in ne^otialions so formed, since it 
made war for the sole purpose of obiaininc: a 
secure and permanent peace. But your ex¬ 
cellency will nevertheless permit me to bx- 
press «11 the ferret I feel, at bein^ still 
unable to make known to my government 
the Iwsis, upon whicli it is proposed to 
ground negotiations. At the moment when 
negotiation is carrying on w ith the enemy, it 
IS most essential that unlimited confidence 
should subsist between the allied powers. 
Upon this principle it is that the court of 
^London has ever acted, and it would he 
superfluous to recall to your excejlcney the 
eagerhess ..testified by tUe Britislv iiiiifistry 
last yesfr to communicate to the Russian 
ambassador the whole of the correspond¬ 
ence witli. the French government.* I wait 
with impatience your excellency's summons 
to repair to his majesty. Nothing can 
afford me. greater pleasure than to repeat 
in person tlie assurances of the esteem, and 
high consideration with which 1 have llie 
honour to be, Ac. G. L. Gow^ng. 

No. III.—Note from general Budberg to i 
his excellency lord Granville L^vesou | 
Gower, dated Tilsit, 13th (30th) June 
1807. 

Sir, and Ambassador, I have received 
the letter whicli your excellency did me the 
honour of addressing to me yesterday; and. 


was authorized in believing, that by con¬ 
tinuing to sacrifice himself for others, he 
would ultimately incur a risk 6f compro¬ 
mising the safety of his own empire, with¬ 
out being enabled to hope that he might 
ever fulfil the original object of this w ar.— 
'The conduct which your government has 
held during these latter times it> moreover 
of a nature completely to justify the deter- 
^miiiation which the emperor lias now' taken. 
The diversion on the continent winch Eng¬ 
land has so long since promised has not 
to this day taken place : and if even* ac¬ 
cording to the latest advices from London, it 
w'ould appear that the British ministry has 
at length decided on ordering the departure 
of 10,000 men to Pomerania, that succour 
is in nowise proporfioned, either to the hopes 
which w'e were aulhorised inf*nlerlaining, or 
to the importance of the object to whicli 
these troops were intended to be destined. 
—The pecuniary succours which England 
constantly aflbrded to the powcis of the 
continent at war with France, might in 
s6me degree have supplied the W'juil of 
English troops. Not only did tlir British 
government decline facilitating the loan 
which the imperial couit had intended to 
negotiate at London; but when it at length 
decided on oflering some subsidy lo the 
continental pow'crs, it appeared that the 
sum destined for this purpose, so far fioin 
ineetiug the exigencies of the allies, would 
not even have covered the indispensable e\- 
peiKv^s of Prussia.—In tine,the usewliicli has 
been made of the British forces in the Medi ¬ 
terranean has not been more conformable 


having laid it before the emperor, my au¬ 
gust master, 1 hasten to transmit lo you the 
ai^er whiter his imperial majesty has com- 
Biancied me to«relnrn to il.—The firmness 
and perseverance with which his majesty 
during eight months maintained tTnd de¬ 
fended a cause which he had reason to 


suppose commoiv to all sovereigns, are the 
most certain pledges of the intentions which 
animated him^ as well as of the loyalty and 
! purity of bis princi/Mes.—Never would his 
imperial majesty have thought of deviating 
from that system which he h^s hitherto 
puAued, if he had been supported by 
a real assl^aiice on the part of his allies. 
—But having, from the separation of Aus¬ 
tria and of England, founri himself re- 



^ to his own forces, havjpg to coni- 
witii the fbr^es of Fisance united to 
imfhense means of w hich she has the 
asal, and in the critical position at 
b afiajv had arrived^ his majesty' 


than the rest to the unity and the conuoi - 
tion with which it was indispensable to art 
in the operations of RuHsia and England. 
In lieu of attempting an expedition on the 
eJutinent of Italy, with a view' of leconqiicr- 
ir^; tlufkingdoiu of Naples, or else in lieu 
oi uniting these forces to those of Russia 
which were designed lo compel the Povte 
lo a reasonable ^eace, o.v< part of the 
English troops stationed^in Sicily directed 
their course towards amentirely different des¬ 
tination, which the British government had 
not even judged proper to communicate to 
the court of {Russia. It is a point not to 
be coute.sted, that, by following one or the 
other of tlie courses which I have just cited, 
the English. tro^> in the Mcdilerranean 
would have be<m of an infinitely greater 
utility to the common cause, by compelliuc, 
the enemy to divide his forces, whicln^ould 
have enabled Russia to have sAit to her 
mam army those reinforcements, which 
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%vas under the necessity of employing on all the stipulations of pt^ace, when once it 
the Danube, to support her army dcslined < shall have t'^ken place between England and 
to make head against the Turkish forces France. By*this guari^ite^ his Britannick 
which might be collected in that cjnarter.— majesty will obtain which he hasf ever 
From this statement, 1 am willing to believe a|)[»eaie(l to desire, ajid ^may without dis- 
tliat your excellency will be persuaded, tnibt follow the bent oL* liis humane apd 
that in such a conjuncture, it only l einaincM pacifick sentiments.—The undersigned, ia 
for the eftiperor iiiy master to look to the rcrpicsting Mr. Canning, principal secretary 
glory and to the security of ins cinjiirc, of slate of*foreign aifairs, to apprize him as 
and that it the present crisis does not pro* stioii as })()ssible of the determination which 
duce every result wliicli might be expecle(f, llie cabinet of St. James's may judge ex* 
if the povNcrs ecpially interested had dis- pedient to take in consequence of this offer 
played vigour in the sajnc proportion as of mediation on the jiurt of his august 
they have exhibited tardiness and irresolii master, avails himself of tlie opportunity of 
tioii in all their operations, no blame can on renew nig to liis excellency I'le ussuranc^of • 
this account be attached to Russia.—But, his highest consideration. M.Alopeus* 
at the same tjine, llie emperor my master No. V.—Note from Mr. Secretary Can- 
offers his mediation to his Britauiiick nia- niiig to M. Alopeus, dated 6 th Au- 

jesty to niuk^ his peace with Fiance, having gust 1807 . * 

the certainly that it will tie accepted by the The undersigned, his Britannick majesty's 
latter powep I have tlie honour to be, seiirclafy of slatti for foreign affairs, has 
&c. A. DE BuDBKitG. lost no time in laying before \hj king his 

No. IV.—Note from M, Alopeus to Mr. master the official note ])rosented to him 
Secretary Canning,dated Lonckni, : 20 ili by ]\j, Alopeus minister plcnipolcntiaiy 
July (ibt August) I 807 , • of ills iiiajesly the emperor of*aII the Bus* 

The undersigned, minister pleiiipoien- sius; iij which M. Alojieus, by order of liis 
tiary from his majesty tlie emperor of all court, notifies to the British goveniment 
the Russias to his Britannick majesty, has the conclusion at Tilsit, on the "iolli June 
received the orders of his court to nolify ( 7 ih Juls) of a treaty ofpe*dce between Rus- 
to the British ministry, that a treaty of sia and France, and announces at the same 
peace was concluded at Tilsit on the 26tli lime, fiic offer of the inediation of his itn- 
June (7tli July) between Ru^sia and France, periul majesty, for the conclusion of atreaty 
—Vlis imperial luajisly of all the llvissias, of peace between Ciueat Britain and France, 
having on this occasion, pioposed bis media-1 and the ’accetdance of that* offer by the 
tion, for the purpose of negotiating ipid French government.—^The nndersigned has 
concluding likewise a treaty of iicace be- it m (ominand from the king his master 
iwecu England and France, uixl the ompcior to declare, that the emperor of Russia docs 
Napoleon having, by the I 8 II 1 article of the justice to the sentiments of the king, when 
aiure*iiicntioned treaty of peace, accepted his imperial majesty expresses liis •reliance 
ibat mediation^ Ihe object of the present on the king's disposilion to contribute to 

note is to utVer it in like manner to his the resloration of a general'jveacc, such as 

majesty the king of Cireal Britain.—-Long may ensure the rejmseof Europe.* Ample 

since acquainted with the pacifick senli- pio^fsof that disposition lia\c recently been 

luentsot hisBritannick majesty, the emperor afforded by his majesty, as uell in the an* 
of all the Russias fiatters bim’self the more, swer returned, in his* majesty s name, to 
tlial he will^jguibrace ^bis opportunity of re- the offer of the mediation of the emperor 
storing peaces^ all nations, jind of insuring of Austria, as in the willingness expressed 
repose to the present generation; since that, by Iiis iirajesty to accede to the convention 
in many conversations which his inqierial concluded at Baitenlcin, on the 23d of 
majesty has held witli the emperor of the Apiil, between the emperor of Russia and 
French, he has had re'asou to be convinced, the king of Frasria, and in the inslrpclions 
that'he is sincerely desirdhs of the re-ostab- which the undersigned Irai^iiiitled by his 
lisliment of a maritime peace, upon tMjui- iniijcsty's command, upon the first intelli* 
^ble and honouniblc principle's,—The cm- geuce of tkc late disastrous events in Po- 

peror of all the UusS!^# not only offers his land, to his miijcslv's ambassador at the 

^ interposition for the attainment of so dcsi- court ol^Sl. relershurgli, by whicK^nstruc- 
rnble a resuk; but he would even be ready tious that ahibassadoFwas directe(|lo sig- 
lo pror^ise the support of all the forces of nify to the ministers of the eiuji^ror of* 

bis empire, for insuring the performance i)f Russia, his luajcsty's pcrTecl readiness to 

• VoL.^ 1 
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enter in con<;ert wAJi liis anijiist ally, into 
any nesjotiation whuJi Ihc emper«r of Russia 
Height tliiiife it |xp«iienl l<> OfH'u tor tlie 
restorfition of a jfeiuiil peace.—Tliese .sen¬ 
timents and thisdi^polilioii his inajesfy con - 
tinges invariiibly ninintairt.—The unde¬ 

signed is, lljcrefoft', coinniaiided by Ins 
majesty, to assure I\T. Alojieiis, that his 
majesty waits with the utmost ‘srJicitHde 
for the coniniuiucation of tlie articles of 
the trea4y concluded at I'ilsit, and for I he 
statement of those ccputable and lionoura- 
hle principles, upon which his imperial nui' 
jesty,expresses liis belief that Fiance is 
*clesirt)us of conclmiiii" a peace with (l:eat 
Britain.—His niajcsty trusts that the cha¬ 
racter of the stipulations of the tieal\ of 
Tilsit, and of the pvinci))les upon which 
FiUncc is represented as beiiij; ready to 
negotiate, may be found to be sm h as to 
afford to his ^majesty a jus! hope of Jljo irt.- 
taiunicnt qI' a secure aiul honourable [leace. 
In that case his niajesly will reac’ilv avail 
himself of the ofier of the emperor of*Rus- 
sia's mediation.—But until his majosly shall 
have received these important and necessary 
^communications, it is obviously impossible 
that tlie undersigned should lie authorized 
to return a more specific answer to the 
note presented by M. Aloj)eus.—Tl^e un¬ 
dersigned, &c, George Canning. 

• 

DECLM? VTION OF Tin: KING OF CRF, VTiSKI- 
TAIN, llELATIVF TO THE W \K VNIITJ DLN- 
MAUK, DATED ^LFT. 25 , 1 S()7. 

His majesty owes to himself and to 
Europe a frank exposition of the motives 
which liave dictated his late measures in 
the Baltfck. His majesty has dcLiyed this 
exposition only in the hope of that more 
amicable arraiigeyient wiili the court ol' 
Denmark, which it was his majesty's first 
wish ittid endeavour to ohtain ; fpr w^iicli 
he*'was ready to make great efi'oils and 
great saciifices ; and of whicli he never 
lost wsight oven in tl*e monieiit of the most 
. decisive hostility. Deeply as the disap- 
pOTUtment of this hopuhas been felt bj^ his 
majesty, he has the consolation of reflect¬ 
ing that no exertion was left mitiied on his 
part to produce a ditfcrenl result! And 
while he lamcKts iiie cni« 1 necessity which 
has obliged him to have iccourse to acts of 
bostilily against a uatiou, with \fhich it was 
bis maj^ty's most earnest rhsirc 4) have 
^Stabli^d the relations of connnfin inler- 
tSBt aiif aUiance ; i»is majesty* feels confi- 
in the^eyes of Kiimpe and of the 
die justification of iiis conduct will 


be found in the commanding and indispen- 
'sable duty, paramount to all others amongst 
the obligations of a sovereign, of providing, 
while there was yet time, for the immediate 
security of bis people—His majesty had 
received the nio.st positive information of 
the determination of the present ruh r of 
France to occupy, with a mililafy foice, 
the territory of Holstein:—for the purpose 
of exeluding (rreal Britain frinn all her ac- 
cu.s'omed clumncls of commimicivlion with 
the continent ; of inducing or coinpeiSh’g 
the court (d* Denmark to c!(^se the passage 
of the .Sound against the British comim rc c 
and navigation; and of availing himscll of 
the aid of the Danish maiinc for the in¬ 
vasion of (treat Britain and of Ireland.—• 
Confident as his majesty was of the au- 
thenticily of the sources froii^i which ihb 
intelligence*was derived, and confirmed in 
the credit, wlncli he gave to it, as well by 
the noloiiou'* and repeated declarations ot 
t!ie enemy, and by bis n'cent occnp ilioii 
of tlie toViKs and territories of other ncii- 
Ind•slates, by the preparations actually 
made for collecting a hostile force uj)o:i the 
fionliers of his Danish iiidiesly’s continental 
dominions, his majc.sty would yet willingly 
have foiboinc to act u})on tliis nitelligence, 
until the com[>lete and practical discloisiire 
of the plan had made inaiiitesl to all the 
world tile abvolule necessity of resisting it. 
His majesty did torbear, as long as there 
could be a doubt of the urgency of the 
danger,^or a hope of an efi'eclual counterac¬ 
tion to it, in the means or in the ciisjiositions 
of Denmaik.—But his majesty could not 
hut recollect that \dien, at the close of the 
former w ar, the court of Denmark engaged 
111 a hostile eorifedcracy against Groat Bri¬ 
tain, th(‘ apology offered by that court for 
so uhjusliiiable an alvandonmcnt of a neii- 
Iralil^ whKdi his majesty had never ceased 
to re:-pcct, was foundcii on its avowed iiia- 
bility lo rcsiit the operation of external in¬ 
fluence, and the thr^ts of ^a forinidahle 
neighbouring |iow'er. His Airajesty eould 
not but cojnpare the degiree of influence, 
which at that time determined the<lecision 
of the l ouit of Denmark, in violation of 
positive engagements, solemnly contracted 
blit six monrhs before ; w'ith the increased 
ojieraiion wliidi France had now the means 
of giving to the samytu’inciple of intimida¬ 
tion, witli kingdonif^iroslrate at her feet, 
and with the population of nations under 
her banners.—Nor w as the d¥u5gcr less irfl- 
ininenl than certain.- - Already the army 
destined for the invasion of Holstein was ^ 
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asbeinoliiig on the violated territory of neu- loo far advanced towut&Srits accomplishi- 
tral lluniliur'di. And, Holb’clj) oiiee occu- nieia, of’sufeiecling the ,ijo\\cis of Europe 
piod, the iriiaiid of Zealand was at the to one univertial usurpution^^nd of conibiu- 
njeicN of riaiieC; and the navy of Denmaik in;i; tliein by terror c»f by force in a* con - 
at her (lispo-'al.--U is true, a nritish ffuee fedciarv a:;ainsl the *inapliinc risjhts and 
ini.Ldil ha^e found its \^ay into the lialllrK, jmlitieal existence of ihw kingdom, it b^- 
and eliecked for a time the iiio\c;neiils of came necessary for his infl)esty to anticipate 
tlic i>anWi inarim?. r»ut tlie season was the success of a system, not more fatal to 
appioaching when that prccantion wonid Ins iwtejeslj5 than to those of the powers who 
n(‘ longi i lii«\e availed; and vJjcn his nu^- w^:re dcslined to be (!ie iustrmncnls of its 
Heel must liave nthed fjom tliat c\ccntion. -ll was time that the etlecls of 
St a, asid |> ’nnilled Fiance, in iiinii^hnbcd that dread which France has inspired into 


hccuiily, t(’ act umulale liie nu'vnisof olfence 
ngaiuslhis niajc I\’s doinii^ions.- - ’S et, even 
under the^e Ct. (mr.slanccs, in caliin;/ upon 
Dcinnaik fVn liic salua’acticni and seceiily 
whicli Ins in'ij< S' \ was compelh d to a f|nire, 
ainl iiuhnnanding thetinl) pledge 1>> \ihich 
that sceiirlt\^oiild be r(n>dered <tfeclnal — 
the teinponnv pos.esslon of Wiat ihel, i 
wliicli was tin: cliief indiKeuni.l to France j 
for forcing Deinnaik into luislilities with I 
(ireat Britain; - Ilis iiuijcslv acrompanlcd j 
this demaiid willi the oiler of cveiV concli- 
iion which couUl lend to lecoiuile jI lo*lhe 
inleresis and to the feelings ol'the coinl of 
Denmark.—It was for Denmark hei.self to 
stale the teims and slipulations which she 
might require,—If Denmark w as apprehen¬ 
sive that the surrender of her ilect would 
be resented by France iis an act of etnmi- 
vaiice ; his riiajcst> had jnepared a force 
of such formidable inagnilndc, as must 
lia\c made concession justitlablc even ir. 
tile estimation of France, by rendering re¬ 
sistance altogether unavailing.— It Den¬ 
mark was really prepared to resist tlic de¬ 
mands of France, and to maintain her iiide- 
jiendence ; his majesty jirofl’ercii iiis co¬ 
operation for her defence naval, military 
and pecuniary aid; the giiaianti c of her 
European territories, and the security and 
extension of her colonial possessions.—'^^hut 
the sword has been drawn in the execution 
of a service indispeneable to the safely of 
his niajcsTyfi^doininions, is matter of sincere 
and painful re^ot to his niiijesty. "Jliat 
the slate and circumstances of tlie world 
are such as to have iQquired and justified 
the measures of self-preservation, to which 
Ills majesty has foimd himself under the 
necessity of resorting, is ;/ truth which liis 
nri\icsty deeply deplores, but for wdiieli lie 
is in no degree resjj|oiisible.—Ilis majesty 
has long carrred on aCSsostunequal contest 
of scrupulous forbearance against uiireleiil- 
ing violence tind oppression. But that for- 
bearaiicie has its bounds. Wlien the de¬ 
sign was openly avowed^ and already but 


tlie nations of th(‘ woild, should b<; conn- 
ii racted by an exeitiou of the powe/ of 
Cheat Biilain, called for by the exigency of * 
llu' ciisis, and proportioned to the magni¬ 
tude of the danger.—Notwithstanding the 
(lecliiialion of war on tlie part of the Da¬ 
nish Ciovernincnl, it still leinains for Den¬ 
mark to determine, whether war shall con¬ 
tinue bglw'cen the^ two natioriS; His ma¬ 
jesty still prolfers an amicable iirrpigement. 
lie is anxious to sheathe the sword which 
he hiks been inoM reluctantly compelled to 
draw'. And he is icady to demonstrate to 
Demnaik and to the world, that having 
acted solely ujion the sense of what was 
due to tlie security of his own dominions, 
he i.s not desirous, from any other motive, 
or for^ ail} object of advantage or aggran¬ 
disement, to carry measures of hostility be¬ 
yond the limits of lie; necessity which has 
procfuced them. 

i)i:ci \U‘v'noN or rnr king of great Bri¬ 
tain AGAINST lU SSI A, DA'I CO DLCEMBlUl 

IS, 1807. 

The doclaralion issued at St. Petersburgh 
I by his majesty the emperor of all the Rus- 
sias, has excited in his majesty's mind tlie 
stiongest sensations of asloftislimwit and 
regret. — His majesty was not unaware of 
the HatuijF of those secret engagements 
which hud been imposed upon Russia in- 
the conferences of Tilsit. Bui his majesty 
had entertained the hoj>e, that a review cif 
the transactions of that unfortunute nego- 
lialii^n, and a just •sliinale of its effects 
upon the glory of the Russian liaiiie, and 
upon the interests of the Russian empire, 
wiuilil have induced his imperial imjesty 
to extiicate himself from tiie enibarrass- 
inent of those new counsels and cotiueo^ 
tions whicli he had adojded in a moment 
of rlesppndency.and alarm ; and to return 
to a polic^’ more congenial to the prik^les, 
whicli he has so invarfhbiy i)fO%sse.|> and 
more conducive to the honopr of his'Wowii, 
and to Ihe prosperity of bis doniiniims^'-Tr 
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This hope -has^dfctated to bis ninjesty the^ 
ilitniost fojrbearana? and moderation ali 
liis diploniati^JntejTourse wflh the court 
of St. Petersburgh^incc the peace of Til- 
eit. His majcsl}' had much cause for sus¬ 
picion, and just ground of complaint. Rut 
he abstained from' the language of reproacli. 
His majesty deemed it necessary to require 
specificic ejsjjianalioii with rcs])ert to those 
arrangements with France, tlie concealmeht 
of wliich from his majesty could not but 
confirm the impression already received 
of their character and tendency. Rnt his 
majesty, nevertheless, directed the d.'mand 
of utal ex[)lanation to be made, not only 
without asperity or the indication of any 
hostile disposition, but with that cojisidcrate 
regard to the feelings and situation of the 
dnperor of Russia, which resulted from the 
recollection of former friendship, apd from 
ooiifidcnce interrupted butnot destw>yed*.— 
Tlie declfiratioii of the emf)eror of Russia 
proves that Ihc object of his iiiajesty s for¬ 
bearance apd moderation has not hceii at¬ 
tained. It proves, unhappily, that the in- 
Riience of that power, which is equally and 
essentially the enemy both of Great Rritain 
and of Russia, has acquired a decided as¬ 
cendency in the counsels of the cabinet of 
ist. Pelersburgli; and has heeii ablt^to ex¬ 
cite a causeless enmity between two nations, 
whose long-established connection,, and 
whose mutual interests proscribed the most 
intimate union and co-operulioii.—His ma¬ 
jesty deeply laments the extension of the 
calamities of war. Rut called upon, as he 
is, to defend himself against an act of un¬ 
provoked hostility, his majesty is anxious 
to refufe, in the face of the world, the pre¬ 
texts by w'hich that ect is attempted to he 
justibc^.—The jleclaration asserts tiiat his 
majesty the emperor of Russia has twice 
taken up arms in a cause, in wluch the in¬ 
terest of (Treat Britain was more direct 
than his own ; and founds upon this asser¬ 
tion the charge against Great Britain of 
having neglected to second and supjmrt 
the military operationu of Russia.—H^; ma- 
"jesty willingly does justice to the motives 
wiiicb originally engaged Russia in the 
great«truggle against France. H majesty 
ttvows with ^qual readiness Ihc interest 
which Great Britain has uniformly taken 
in the fates and fortunes of tllfc powers of 
|||p Go^ioent. But it would surely be dif- 
prove that Great Britain,* w Ijo was 
^*^*V^^** state of hostility with Prussia, 
||||i||l|^ wai; broke out between l^russia 
| P| r|lti'iiDee. had an interest and a duty 


more direct in espousing the Prussian quar-, 
rel, than the emperor of Russia ; the ally 
of his Prussian majesty, the protector of . 
the north of Europe, and the guarantee of 
the Germanick constitution. It is not in a 
jpiblick declaration that his majesty can 
(tiscuss the policy of having, at jany parti¬ 
cular period of the war, effected,' or omit¬ 
ted to efiect, disembarkations of troops on 
,^he coasts of Naples. But the instance of 
the war with the Porte, is still more singu¬ 
larly chosen to illustrate the charge against 
Great Brilaiu of indifference to the interests 
of her ally : a war undertaken by Great 
Britain at the instigation of Russia, and 
solely for the pur)>ose of maintaining Rus¬ 
sian inlcrests against the influence of 
France.—If, however, the peace of Tilsit 
is, indeed, to be considered ns the conse¬ 
quence aifd the punishment of the imputed 
inactivity of Great Britain, his majesty can¬ 
not but regret that the emperor of Russia 
should have resorted to so precipitate and 
fatal a measure, at the moment, when he 
ha^l received distinct assurances that his 
iiiajesty was making the most strenuous 
exertions to fulfil the w ishes and expecta¬ 
tions of his ally (assurances which his im¬ 
perial majesty leceived and acknowledged 
w^ith apj)areiif confidence and satisfaction); 
and when hisniiijesly was, in fact, prepared 
to employ for the advanrement of the 
common objects of Ihc war, those forces 
which, after the peace of Tilsit, he was 
niftier Jhc necessity of employing to discon¬ 
cert a combination directed against his ow n 
inimrcliato ini crests and security.—The 
vexation of Russian commerce by Great 
Britain is, in truth, little more than aa 
imaginary grievaivT. Gpdb a diligent ex¬ 
amination, made by his majesty’s command, 
of flic records of the British court of ad¬ 
miralty, ^herc has been discovered only a 
sohlary instance in the course of the pre¬ 
sent war, of the condemnation of a vessel 
really Russian; a veWl whipfe had carried 
naval stores to a port of tire common ene¬ 
my, There are but few*instances of Rus¬ 
sian vessels detained : and none in wliich 
justice has been refused to a party regular¬ 
ly complaining qf such detention. . It is 
therefore matter of surprize as well as of 
concern to his majesty lliat the emperor of 
Russia should .havex^dcscended to bring 
forward a complairii which, as it cannot be 
seriously felt by those in who^e behalf it ^ " 
urged, might appear to be intended *to 
countenance those exaggerated dhclama- 
Hons, by which France {rerseveringly ea-, 
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, deavours to infliime the jValoiisy of other 
roiintries, and to justify her own inveterate 
animosity, Uj^^ainst Cireat Britain.—The 
peace of TiUit was followed by an offer of 
mediation on the part of the emperor of 
Russia, for the conclusion of a peace Ixv 
Iwceii G^eat Britain and France; which 
it is asserted that his majesty refused.— 
His majesty did not refuse the mediation 
of the emperor of Russia : allliough th^ 
offer of it was accompanied by circumstan¬ 
ces of concealment which inigl)t well have 
justihed Ins refusal. I'lie articles of the 
treaty of Tilsit were not coniinunicatcd to 
his majesty : and specifically that article of 
the treaty, in virtue of which the niediution 
was proposed, and which prescribed a li¬ 
mited time for the return of his majesty s 
answer to tinl proposal. And bjs majesty 
was thus led into an apparent compliance 
with u limitation •so offensive to the dignity 
of an independent sovereign. But the 
answer so returned by bis majesty was not 
a refusal. It was a eoiidilionalacceptam;e. 
Tlie conditions required by bis majesty were, 
—a statement of the basis upon which the 
enemy was disposed to treat; and a coni- 
inunication of the articles of ibe peace of 
Tilsit. The first of these conditions was 
precisely the same wliicb the emjM‘ror of 
Russia liad himself annexed not four months 
before to his own acceptance of the proffer¬ 
ed mediation of the emperor of Austria. 
The second was one which liis majesty 
wo'uld have had a right to require ‘even 
as the ally of his imperial majesty; but 
which it would have been highly im|)rovi- 
deiit to omit, when he was invited to con¬ 
fide to his imp<‘rial majesty the care of his 
honour and of his interests.—But even if 
these conditions (ncillicr of which hasbepn 
fulfilled, although the fulfilment of them 
has been repeatedly required by liismajest}^s 
ambassador at SI. Peleisbnrgli) had not 
been in tl<»qjiscl\es peijcclly natural and 
necessary ; tne^^vere not wanting consi¬ 
derations which miglit have warranted his 
majesty in endeavoariiig, with more than 
ordinary anxiety, to nsceitain the views and 
intentions of (ho emperor of Russia, and 
the precise nature and effectiof the new re¬ 
lations w hich his im|>enal majesty had con¬ 
tracted.—I'he complete abandonment of 
the interests oLJtiie ktig^of Prussia, (who 
had twice rejected proposals of separate 
'Th^ace^ from a strict adherence to his en¬ 
gagements with his imfieriul ally,) and the 
character of those provisions which the 
omperor of Russia was contented to make 


for his owr^ interests in ,the'negotiations of 
Tiisfl, presented no eiicoujiging prospect 
of the result of any exertions whicA his 
imperial majesty niighjt h<^ disposed to em- 
jdoy in favour of Great Britain.—It is not, 
w hile a French army still "occupies and lays 
wasle the remaining dominions of the king“ 
of P/iissia,-in spite of the stipylations of 
the Prussian treaty of Tilsit; while contri¬ 
butions are arbitrarily exacted by France 
from that renimuit of the Prussian monar¬ 
chy, such as, in its entire and mo}t floa- 
risiiing stale, llie Prussian monarchy would 
have been unable to discharge ; while ^lie 
surrender is demanded, in lime of peace, 
of Prussian foiiiesses, which had not been 
reduced during tlie war; and while the 
|)ower of France is exercised over Prussia, 
with such slian'.cless tyranny, as to designate 
and, deiii\u)d for iilslaut death, indiwduais, 
subjects of his Prussian majesty, ^nd resi¬ 
dent ill his dominions, upon a charge of 
disrespect towards the French government; 
—it is not while all these things are done 
and suffered, under the eyes of the empe¬ 
ror of Russia, and without his interference 
on behalf of Ins ally, that his majesty can 
feel himself called upon to account to 
Europe, for having hesitated to repose an 
unconditional cunfidence in the efficacy of 
his iinpcLial majesty’s mediation.—Nor, 
even if that mediation had taken full effect, 
if a peace iiad been concluded under it, and 
that peace guaranteed by his imperial ma¬ 
jesty, could his majesty have placed impli¬ 
cit reliance on the stability of any such ar¬ 
rangement,, after having seen the emperor 
of Russia openly transfer to Franct the 
sovereignly of the loniap republic, the in¬ 
dependence of wliicli liir. impeMpl in^esty 
had recently and soleinnly* guaranteed.— 
But while the alledgcd rejection of the em¬ 
peror of Russia’s mediation, between Great 
Britain and France, is stated as a just 
ground of his imperial ihajesty’s resent¬ 
ment ; his majesty’s request of that media¬ 
tion, for the rc-estahlisUment of peace be¬ 
tween fcreat Britain and Denmark, is re¬ 
presented as an insult which it was beyond 
the bound* of his imperial majesty’s mo¬ 
deration to endure.—His majesty feels 
himself under no obligation to offer any 
atonement or apology to the emperor of 
Russia for the expedition against Copenha¬ 
gen. It is fiot for those who were parries 
to the secret arffmgements^of Tilsih^o de« 
niand satisfaction for a measufe to wfi^ 
{hose arrangements gave rise, and by wbim 
one of the objects of them haS rieeo bap-. ^ 



ifisj . PARL. DEBATES, Jas. Q6, 1808 — Declaration against Rmsta. [124 

pUy defeated.- 1 ^-His majesty's justification fered, any insult to the emperor of Russia, 
of tile expedition* a^^ainst Copenhagen is Nor can his majesty conceive that, in pro- ' 
hefoee the woru. Declaration of the posing to the Prince Royal terms of peace, 
emperor of Russia would supply whatever such as the most successful war on the 
was wanting i.ri ft; If any thing could be part of Denmark could hardly have been 


wanting to convi>tco the most incredulous of 
^the urgency of that necessity under which 
"^his majesty acted.—D it until the Russian 
declaratlofl was j)ublislied, his ma jesty had 
no reason to susj)Oct that any oj)iniohs 
whiclf the emperor of Russia might enter¬ 
tain of the Iransactiuiis at Copenhagen 
could be such as to preclude his iin))erial 
, ma^^sty frevin undertakinG;, at the recjuest 
of Great Rritain, tl-al same oHice of me¬ 
diator, which he had ursumed with so 
much alacrity on tlu’ behalf of Inance, 
Ijor can his majesty lorget that the hrsl 
symptoms of resiviiif^ cnnftdetu'c, siiK'e 
the peace of TiKil, the^ only prosjiect of 
succe^ in jhe endeavours of his ijiaje>»ty’'« 
ambas.S£#lor to restore^ the ancient good 
understanding between (iivat Britain and 
Russia, afjjieared when the inlidligtfiice of 
the sit'ge of Copenhagen had bf*( n recently 
received at St. Petershurgh.—The invio¬ 
lability of the Baltick sea, and the reel- 
procal guaranties of the powers that border 
upon it, guarantiee said to have been con¬ 
tracted with the knowdedge of the British 
government, are stated as aggra\3tions of 
his majesty^s proceedings in the Baltick. 
Tt cannot be intended to rcpri '^ent Irts ma¬ 
jesty as having at any time aeijuicsced m 
the principles upon winch the inviolability 
of the Baltick is maintained ; however Ins 
inaje.sty may at partuular pi riods have 
forliorne, for sjieciul reasons influencing 
his conduct at the time, to ac t in contra¬ 
diction to them. Such forbearance nev( j 
could have*applie(\ but to a slate of peace 
and ^?al ncutrfdity in the north ; and his 
majesty most assuredly could not Jie ex¬ 
pected to recur to it, after J Vafice has lieen 
suffered to establish herself in undisputed 
sovereignty aloifg the whole coast of the 
Baltick sea from Daiitzig to Lubeck.— 
But the higher the value which the em¬ 
peror of Russia places on the engagements 
respecting the trancjuillity of the Baltick, 
which he describes himself as inheriting 
from his immediate predecessors, the em¬ 
press Catherine and the emperor Paul, the 
less justly can his imperial majesty resent 
the appeal made to him l)y*his majesty as 
^ the guarantee of the peace to l^eiconcluded 
between Great Jh itain anjJ Denmark. In 
that appeal, w ith the utmost con- 
pnCe and-sincerity, his maje.sty neither 
tej^ed, i^or can lie imagine that he of* 


expected to extort from Cireat Britain, hi.s 
niaj. rendered himself liable to the imputa¬ 
tion, either of exasperating the uCenlment, 
or of outraging the dignity, of Denmark.—^ 
Dis niajosty has thus replied to all the 
diilereiit accu ations by w liieh the Russian 
govermneiil labours to justify tlu* rujitnre 
of‘ a cnnru‘ction wdiicli has sub dsled for 
ages, vvilh reciprocal advantage to (heat 
Britain and Ilussia ; and atUmipts to dis¬ 
guise the opeialion of that (*^.t(‘rnal influ¬ 
ence by wlmh Russia is dnvon into unjust 
ho^rdities f(»r iiiteasts not tier own.— 
The Russian declaration juocccds to an- 
nounc(‘ tji'‘ si'vcual comliti^ns (ui winch 
alone tlu'se hostilities can l;e ternunated, 
and the intercoioso of‘ iho tw'o countries 
reiuwved.—llis majesty has already had 
occasi(#n to assi'rt that justice has ni no 
irustaiUT hetui denied to the claims of ht.s 
imperial majesty’.s subjects.—The termi¬ 
nation of the war w ith Denmark has been 
so anxiously sought by Ins majesty, that 
it cannot he m cessary for liis majesty to 
renew any professions upon that subject. 
But his majestv is at a loss toreconc ile the 
emperor of Russia’s prestuit anxiety for 
tile coni[)letion of such an arrangement, 
w'ith hi-i unjierial maje.5ty\ re(‘ent refusal 
to contribute liis good (>tliees for elli'cting 
iV—H'he recjiiisition («f his iiujierial nuijesi v 
lor the immediate conelusion, by his nia- 
jesty, of a jxaci* vvitli France, is as extra¬ 
ordinary in the substance, as it is ollensive 
in llie manner, liis majesty has at no 
time declined to treat with France, when 
Fyincp has professed a w illingness to treat 
on an admissible basis. And the emperor 
of RusSia cannot fail to remember that the 
lastnegoeiation hetweeu Great Britain and ■ 
Fraiiec' was hrokiui off) u|)on points imme¬ 
diately afI(*cting,'noi iiis^/oije.stybs owui 
interests, Uit those imperial ally. 

But his majesty nei^.'er understand.s nor 
w ill he admit the pretension of the emperor 
of Russia to dictate the time, or the mode, 
of his majesty’s pacific negociations with 
other powers. .It never will be endured by 
hi.s majesty that any government shall 
indemnify itself for the humiliation of 
subserviency to France, by die adoption of 
an insulting and peremptory tone towards^ 
Great Britain.—His majesty proclaims 
anew those principles of maiitirne law, 
against which the armed neutrality, under 
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the auspices of the empress Catherine, was 
originally directed ; and against wJiich 
the |>R*st‘iit hostilities of Russia are de¬ 
nounced. '1 liose |)iinclples have been 
ucuginxcd and aclcil upon in the best 
pcrio'ls of tin hi lory of Miirope : aiul, 
acted iij^on I y no [)o\ver with more stru't- 
ness and sPv» ^ ty than by Russia luavelf 
in tht' r(‘i:n' ol‘the empress Calhei'ine,— 
'iho-(* principles it is the liyjit and thci 
duty ot' his majesly to maintain : and 
against ^ very eoniederaey his maic.^ly is 
deteimined, uinler tin* blessnuj; of L’lvine 
J^rovidf ncf*, to iir.iiutain them, 'i hey have 
at all limes t-ontnbuted e^-smitially to the 
support of ili(‘ inaritmie power of (ntait 
IJritain ; hn! they are betoiiie inealeidabiy 
mole valnal'de and im|H)rtant at a p«. ried 
when the maritime power of (ireat Rri- 
tain (“onstitutes* the sole remainivig bnl- 
WMikagainst the overwhelmur^usurpations 
of France ; the only refuge to w hlt h other 
nations mav yt“t ri sort, in hap])i( r tmu's, 
for assistance and piaileetlon.—\\ the 

opportunity for pi*ace liotueen (d'eat Jhi* 
tain and Russia shall arrive, his majesty 
v\ill (‘tnbraee It wiih eatrerness. Tfu* ar- 
langt'iiients ol‘such a lU'ipieiation will not 
be dilheiilt or complicated. Ills ina)c.sty, 
as he lias iu>thing to conetale, so he ha.s 
nothing t<> i*<'C]Uire : satislied, if Russia 
sindl inanife.si a disp<vsition to n^turn to 
Ihm* aiH'iiMit feelings of tVieiulsinp towards 
(d'eat iirilain ; to a jiLst con.suleraiion oi' 
her own true mt('rests ; and to a st nse ol 
her own dignity as an iiidejaMident natibii. 

Mr. Whitbread inijuired,wlu'tlu'r it was 
the intention of his majesty’s ministers to 
submit to the house any proposition, 
luundcci upon the a1>ove Papers? 

Mr. Sia retary Canning n plied, that hc^ 
w,is not aware of any such intention. 

Mr. Ifth(*n gave not ice,* that' 
after a sufficient time had elapsed to give 
the nionibers an ojiportunitv of duly inves¬ 
tigating the of tliese Papers, he 

should move sonrb\ proposition, wdiieh 
Would bring the lw)usc\lireetly to the point 
of the ])ropriety, at tli- jirewntlmie, of en¬ 
tering into a negoeiation with France. 

[Hi ssiAN MEoi \Ti'.»\.] Mr. Po7isonhif \ 
wished to know wdttber his ma]^*sly^s 
ministers bad any objections to the imme¬ 
diate production ot^ t he^^oposition made 
by tins C(j*mtrV, ^>r tlJ^Medialion of 
Russia, bf'tween (deat Britain and Den¬ 
mark, and of the Answer made thereto. 

Mr. Secretary Canning replied, that 
^unquestionably his majesty's ministers 


[•could have ^ no ohjecti^n^o furnish the 
house* with wbatiwcr inforn^fatinn actually 
existed on the sul 
right lieu. g(*nt. 
desirous that the 
shape his motion i 
might apply to papers actually in exl.st- 
ei7M\ 11' the riiilit lion, g^uit. meant to 
meve* f >r any oniclal instruction on the 
sul)j(‘ct, he couhl lurorin him that no such 
existed ; bai it’ li,* eoiiiiiu'd his motion 
simply l<-r the ]>rc;K)sal that had been 
mavie to ILL' court ol Russia on the si?l)]ect 
of inedi,.tion witli Denmark, with ftic 
result ot tluit pro]josal, to sueli a motion 
then' could be no possible' objection. 

Mr. Ponsmihi/ expressed hi', wish to 
shap(‘ his motion, so as to attain the oV)jcct^ 
hi' de.sired. Tlu' right hon. gent, must 
rerraiuly j)v* lu'tterjinfonncd on the .svib-~ 
]('('t •than he wa^ ; hut he rofiUsssod 
lie could not understand how any ^3ropo- 
sition couid b(‘made n^the courlof Peters- 
burch, vrlihout otlinal instruction,s to our 
ambassador. Tile answer, too, must be 
(uheial, and assuredly all the.se papers 
might be forth coming. — After .sonn* fur- 
tiier conversation, it wais agreed to draw 
up a motion in concert, tvhieh was doiie> 
as follow,s : “ That an humble address be 
])rescnt(Ml* to hb majesty, th,it he will be 
gnu'iously ]>!easefl to giv * directions, that 
ih'-re be laid before* this house,,(’opie.s or 
F\traets ol'Mich part s of the Correspon- 
deiiei' b(‘lw(*en his majtstyb secretary of 
siat(^ and his majesty’s minister at the 
court ol' St. P(‘tersl>urgh, as n-late to the 
rcqiK st, on the part ol" hi.s inajestv, of his 
iuijienal majt'sty’s Mediation for the ftes- 
t(»ration of Peace het\v(*en his majesty and 
the erowni of Denmark.’' ^ \ 

OUDEKS IN CoiNi IL UKI, \TIVi: TO N'F.L- 

TRAL Yr'^ri.s, 'Fhe Ckancriior of the 
Exchequer pr<*sented to tin hhuse, by his 
majesty’s command, the I'ollow'ing Papers, 
viz. ’ 


!)]ect 7iiu(f*d to by •the 
For this j:mrpos(' he was 
right* h(yi..gcnt. shoulij 
n siK'h Lv'mamier, that it 


ORDERS IN COUNCIL, 

PRESfiNTED TO THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS, BY HIS Mi\JESl"^^’S 
COM.MAND, JAN. 2(3, 1808. 


Order inV’oimeil ; prohibiting Trade 
to be cai ried on between Port and 
Port of Countries und'u* the dominion 
or usurped coiitroul of France and her 
Allies. . 

At the Court at«the Queeifs Palace, the 
7th of January 1807 ; Present, The Kmg^ 
mo.st excellent Maje.sty in council.—^ 
Whereas the French government has 
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igHied certain/Orders, which,^in violation 
flf the usages of war, purport to prohibit 
the Coininerc^»of itil Neutral Nations with 
his majesty’s dominions, and also to pre¬ 
vent such natiohs f^oin trading with any 
other country, ih any articles, the growth, 
produce, or nianuhicture of his majesty’s 
dominions : and wiiereas the said govern¬ 
ment has hiso taken upon its^.df to d(A;lare 
all his majesty’s dominions to be in a state 
of blockade, at a time wd itni the fleets of 
France and her allies ar<? themselves con¬ 
fined \vithiri their own ports hy the supe¬ 
rior valour and discipline of the British 
navy : and wdiereas such attempts on tlu* 
part of the enemy would give to his ma¬ 
jesty an unquestionable right of retaliation, 
^nd would w arrant his majesty In enforcing 
the same pr«)hibition of all commerce w ith 
France, wdiich that power \ainly hopes lo 
effect*ttgiwnsl the commerce ot, his •ma¬ 
jesty’s Subjects ; a ])rohil)ilion whicli the 
superiority of his majestv’s naval forces 
might ^nablc him to support, by actually 
investing the ports and coasts of the emuny 
with numerous squadrons and cruisers, so 
as to make the entrance or approach 
theretomanifestly dangerous: and wdiereas 
his vn<\icsty, though unwilling to follow 
the example, of his enemies, by j^roccedlng 
to an extremity so distressing to all naruiiis 
not engaged in the war, and carrying on 
their accustomed trad(*, yet feels tiiniself 
bound by a due regard to the just deiVuu c 
of the rights and interests of his p(*oph', 
not to suffer siudi measures to be taken by 
the encMny, without taking some steps on 
his part to restrain this violenci', and to 
retoA upon them the evils of their owai 
injustice: his maj,esT 3 *is thereupon pleased, 
by and ^ tvith tlie advice of Ins pnvy 
couftci!, to orAcr, and it is hereby order(‘(i, 
That no vessel shall he permiUed^to trade 
from one port to anotlier, both w hicli ports 
shall belong to or be in the ])ossession of" 
France or her •allies, or shall be so far 
under their controu), as that British vessels 
may not freely |rade tJiereat : and the 
commanders of his majesty’s shifts of w^ur 
and privateers shall be, and are hereliy 
iijstnicted to w'arn every neutral vesiid 
copaing fjom any sur-h port, and destined 
to another such port, to discontinue her 
voyage, and not to ])roceed to any sucli 
port; and any vessel after teing so w^arned, 
or any vessel coming from any such port, 
after a reas5wble time,shall have been 
J&iUed for receiving information of this 
Bps majesty’s Order, which shall be found 
l^oceedijpg to another such port, shall he 


1 captured and brought in, and, together 
wdth her cargo, shall be condemned as 
I lawful prize : and his majesty’s principal 
secretaries of state, the lords commissioners 
of the admiralty, and the judges of the 
1/igh court of admiralty, and courts of vice 
admiralty, are to take the necessary mea¬ 
sures herein as to them shall rosfpectively 
appertain. (Signed) Wm. Fawkner. 

, Ordlr ill (.knincil ; approving Draught 
of an additional Instruction lo tlie 
Commanders of His Majc‘<ty’s Ships 
of War and Privateers, directing that 
Neutral Vessels, laden with Cargoes 
consisting of the* Articles therein enu¬ 
merated, ('orning for importation to 
any Port of the United Kingdom 
(provided tlioY shall not be coming 
from any Port in a state of strict and 
rig<u'ous Blockad(‘), sHall not be in- 
icrrnptcfl; and that in case any such 
Avll(‘les sliall be ])mught for Adjudi¬ 
cation before tlie High Court of Ad¬ 
miralty, or any (’/»iirt of Vice Admi- 
* ralty, tln‘ same shall be forthwith 
liberated, upon a (Mnmi l)eiiig given 
by or on behalf of the iMerchant *>r 
jVlercliants to whom su(*h Articles 
shall be coming for Importation. 

At tlic t'ourt at tli<‘ ttueen’s Palace, the 
Itli oi Fi'h. ]K()7; present, tlie King’s 
most <AC( llent j\la)csty in Council.— 
Wherca> there was this day read at the 
Board, the anne\cil Draught of an Addi¬ 
tional Instniction to the commanders of 
Ins majesty’s ships of war and privateers, 
directing that they (h> not interrupt Neu¬ 
tral Vcssids laden with (’argocs consisting 
of the Articles th<*remafter enumerated, 
coming j'or im])ortation to any port of the 
united kingdom (provided they are not 
< oniing from any port in a state of strict 
and rigorous Jilockadc) ; and in case any 
•.iich Vessel, so (oming with such articles, 
shall be brought for adjudication before, 
the high court of admiralty, or any court 
of vice admiralty, that siiail be 

forthwith •liberated, uji<m a claim being 
given by or on bchajfof the merchant or 
merchants to whom such Articles arc 
l oming i’or Importation : his majesty tak¬ 
ing the said Draught of Additional In¬ 
struction int?y consideration, wak pleased, 
wdth tlie advice of his privy council, to 
approve thereof • and to order, as it is 
hcre.by ofdereifPThat . hon. earl 

Speiuer, one of his majeaty’s principal 
secretaries of state, do cause the ^id li? 
struction to be prepared for^is majesty’s 
1 royal signature, (Signed) W. Fawkneh- 





IhAiV^Wli^ a» AMi^mti bistruction 
to o£ our Ships, of 

Wa^ iHKi VifivBJmrs^ 

Our wiH' aiwi pkaauvo is, That you do, 
flot iuteitru(>4 Neutral. Ves^k laden with, 
cargoes coiiRi^tiiig the Articles hereiur 
aite^ e)iiiiinor<a4«d, eotming iW Importation 
to any p^rt o£ our unit^ kiiij^om (piH>- 
ykiofl they ai^e not conjiag from any port 
HI a state of strict and rigwous blockade) 
and m c ase any such vessel so coming 
wk’k such Artic les, shall l>e brought for. 
swiiuciic at ion before our high court of admi¬ 
ralty, or any court of vice admiralty, we 
hereby direct that the same shall be forth¬ 
with liberated, upon a claim being given 
hy or cm liehalf of the merchant iner- 
c^nts to whom such Articles are coming 
for hnfxn tatlon. 

EimrSeration of Artieles» 
firain, via. ccwni, meal, and flour, (if 
importable aecoraing to the providons of 
the corn laws) ; rice, Spanish wool. Mo¬ 
hair yarn, madder and madder* roots, 
smalts^ shumack, argol, galls, cream pf 
tartar, saUSower, valone, brimstone, Span¬ 
ish wine, irutigo, sailron, verdigrease, 
cochineal, (M’cheUa weed, cork, olive oil, 
fruit, ashe», juniper berries, barilla; 
opganzined, thcown, and raw silk (not 
Wmg of the production of the East Indies 
or China) ; quicksilver, bullion coined 
und uncoined ; goal, kul, and lamb 
skins; i'agii> oak bark, ffox, seeds, oil of 
turpeittiue, pitch, h«inp, timber, fir, oak, 
oak pianki masts, and yardti. •» ' 

OftoEa in Council; approving Draught 
of Adiditiaua] losti^uctions directing 
that the Ships and Goode bclougmg 
te the Iiihabitenlftpf Hamhurgh, Bre- 
ineQh and othet ^cee and countries 
in the north of Grermany, which Ves¬ 
sel and Goods shall be engaged ^in 
lh« Trade to or from the Ports of the 
Uailed liLiogdom, shall, until forther 
Order, be suffered free and un^ 
molelMk,&c, 

At the Court Queea’i^ Palace, the 
IWh Feb» present, the King’s 

nuMit exeellent I^je^y in CouiK;il.— 
Whereas there was thin day read at the 
board the annenLed drsu^t of Additional 
instm€tiQiis loathe eontniaiiders of ships of 
war ^ psWateers, and 'to the Mge of 
Ibe hi^ court of admiralty, ^ the judges 
of fhn cypMaif^ciS^niiaaUy, directing, 
that, the ships, and gooda belonging tot^ 
"^Inhal^itiSita ^ H^hur^ Pkemen> aod 
othet pii^petaiid cmmlriiee ua the 
ttGfftmmyfdmMiph fesashiAa^d 
.V0L.X. 


'^be employed, in, a trade orffom thq^ 
ports, of the* united kingdppi, 
further order] 1>C SuffereciUto pass frj^l 
and unmojested, notwithstjmding tliat thq, 
•said countries are or, may*be in the po%-. 
session or under the coiftroul of France 
and liec allies; and that, aft such ships gijp. 
goods iio trading, which may haye becij 
Greatly detained, shall be forthwith^ liftp.-, 
rated, and restored : his msyesty,. fokin.^ 
the said draught of additional instruction^ 
into consideration, was pleased, with th^ 
advice of his privy council, to agprov^ " 
thereof; and to order, as it is hereby of* 
dered. That the right honourable .esirjt 
Spencer, one of his majesty's principaij 
seert taries of state, do cause the said adJ^ 
ditioual instructions to be prepared for 
his majesty’s royal signatui’e. ' 

(Signed) W. Faw h^nEiw ^ 
Additional Instruction.^ to thni^bm- 
nmmlers of Ships of War and Priva¬ 
teers, to the Judge of the High Court 
of. Admiralty, and the Judges of the 
courtJ^of Vice Admiralty* Given,*&€• 
Our will and plea.surc is, That the ships 
and gpods belonging to the inhabitants of 
Hamburgh, Bremen, and other places a^d 
countries in the north of Germany, whicji 
vessels and goods shall be employed u 
trade UP or from the ports ot our united 
king/lom, shall, until forther order, be suf¬ 
fered »to pass free and unmolested, not¬ 
withstanding that the said couiftries are or 
may be in the possession or under the con- 
troul of France and her allies; and "all 
such shi[)s and goods so trading whicji 
may have been already detained, sha 41 
be forthwith liberated and restored. « 

Order in Council; directing, that all 
Vessels under tlieflag of Mecklen- 
burgh, Oldenburgh, Bapenburgh, or 
Kniphausen, shall be forthwith w^rnpl 
nSt to trade in Jfuture at any hog|iJbe 
Port, unless such vessels shall be goi^ 
from or coming to a P/>rt of the Uni^ 
Kingdom, &c. 

At the Court at the Queen’s Palace, 

I9th of August 1807 ;»present, the 
most excellent Majesty in CouncM.-r-flis 
majesty, takingipto copsideration tlie m^- 
suces rectSitly resorted fo by the enemy 
for distressing the comnlerce of the 
kingdom, is please^!? by and with a(ly% 
of lus privy €ouflicib to order, ai^ is 
hereby oijieFed^ Than all vessels m^fder 

flag of ]JfceWonbux:gh# Okfeuburg^ Pb- 
peiibuiRgh, or Kiiiphaiuseit. shall bqjbjrl^- 
with ptot to trail|i. ip, %use p ^^itny 

hpstile poft, ^h ressj^t sh.^ b« 
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going from of ^coming to a .port of the i 
ifiHited kingdom; and in case attv^uch 
vesst:l> after hj|iAing been so warned, shall 
be found trading, or to have traded after 
aiich warning ; ,or in case any vessel or 
goods, bclongin’g to the inhabitants of such 
countries, after the expiration of 6 weeks 
from the date of this order, shall be found 
trading, or to have traded after such^ 6 
weeks, have expired, at any hostile port, 
such vessel and goods, unless going from 
or coming to a port of the united king¬ 
dom, ^hall be seized and brought in for 
le^l adjudication, and shall be condemned 
AS lawful prize to his majesty : and his ma- 

{ ‘esty's principal secretaries of state, the 
oras commissioners of the admiralty, and 
Jihe judge of the high court of admiralty, 
and judges of the courts of vice admiralty, 
Ar^io take the necessajry measinjcs herein 
as to* may respectively aijipertain. 
(Signecl^) Steph. Cottrell. 

Order in Council; containing certain 
Regulations under which tin* Trade 
' to and from the enemies Country shall 
be carried on. 

At the Court at the Queen’s Palace, the 
mh Nov. 1807 : present, the King’s most 
AXceUent Majesty in Council.—Whereas 
sirticles of the growth and manufacture of 
foreign countries cannot by la\^ be im¬ 
ported into this country, except in British 
ships, or in ships belonging to th^ coun¬ 
tries of which such articles are the growth 
and manufacture, without an Order in 
council specially authorizing the same :— 
His majesty, taking into consideration the 
Order of this day’s date, respecting the 
,tradtf to be carried on to and from the 

S orts of the enemy, and deeming it expe- 
ient that* any vessel, belonging to any 
couikry in allfence or. at amity with his 
majesty, may be permitted to im|mrt into 
this co^try articles of the* produce or 
manufacture of countries at war with his 
majesty :—His«majesty, by and with the 
advice of his privy council, is therefore 
pleased to order, and it is hereby ordered. 
That all goods, wares, or merchandizes, 
^^ecified and included in the schedule of 
all act, passed in the 43rd year of his pre- 
«e&t majesty’s reign, intituled,*^^ an act to 
T^eal th8 duties of customs payable in 
Creat Britain, and to grant other duties in 
lieu thereof,may be imported from any 
^j^pr place belonging to any state not 
Wannity witlrtys majesty^iu sKipsIbclong- 
|||fc my state at amity with his majesty, 
■i^.ct to the payment of such duties, and 
to saj:h drawbacks, as are now esta-« 


blished by law upbn the iihpbrtatiori of 
the said goods, wares, or 'merchandise^ 
in ships navigated according to law i and 
with respect to such of the said goods, 
wares, or merchandize, as arc authorized 
to be warehoused under the provisions of 
an act, passed in the 43rd year of his pre¬ 
sent majesty’s reign, intituled,*^* an act 
for permitting certain goods imported into 
•Great Britain, to be secured in warehouses 
without payment of duty,” subject to all 
the regulations of the safd last-mentioned 
act; and with respect to all articles which 
are prohibited by law from being imported 
into this country, it is ordered. That the 
same shall be reported for exportation to 
any country in amity or alliance with his 
majesty.—And hir majesty is further 
pleased, by and with the ^advice of his 
privy council, to order, and it is hereby 
ordered. That all vessels which shall ar¬ 
rive at any port of the’’united kingdom, 
or at the port of Gibraltar, or Malta, in 
consecfuence of having been warned pur¬ 
suant to the aforesaid Order, or in conse¬ 
quence of receiving information in any 
other manner of the said Order, subsequent 
to their having taken on board any part of 
their cargoes, whether previous or subse¬ 
quent to their sailing, shall be permitted 
to report their cargoes for exportation, and 
shall be allowed to proceed upon their 
voyages to their original ports of destina¬ 
tion (if not unlawful before the issuing of 
the order) or to any port at amity with his 
majesty, upon receiving a certificate from 
the collector or comptroller of the customs 
at the port at which they shall so enter 
(which certificate the said collectors and 
comptrollers of tljc customs are hereby 
authorized and required to give) set¬ 
ting forth, that such vessels came into 
such port in consequence of being so 
wamefl, or of receiving such information 
as aforesaid, and that they were permitted 
to sail from such port under the regula¬ 
tions which his irfajesty hj^been pleased 
to establishiin respect t^y^ch vessels: but 
in case any vessel so/rriving shall prefer 
to import her cargo, then such vessel shall 
be allowed to enter and import the same, 
upon such terms and conditions as the said 
cargo might hkye been imported upon, ac¬ 
cording to law, in case the said vessel had 
sailed after having received notice of the 
said Order; and m‘corhfeA,jt^>icr^ — 
Apd it is further ordered, That all vessels 
which shall arrive at any pert of the 
kingdom, or at Gibraltar, or in con¬ 
formity and obedience to the said Orto# 
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shall be allowed, in respect to ail articles 
* which be on board the san^i except 
sugar, conee, wine, brandy, snufT, and to¬ 
bacco, to clear out to any port whatever, 
to be specified in such clearance; and, 
with respect to the last mentioned articles, 
to export the same to such ports and undef 
such coAditions and regulations only as 
his majesty, by any licence to be granted 
for that purpose, may direct.—And the 
right hon. the lords commissioners of his' 
majesty’s treasury, his majesty’s principal 
secretaries of state, the lords commission¬ 
ers of the admiralty, and the judges of the 
high court of admiralty and courts of vice- 
admiralty, are to take the necessary mea¬ 
sures herein, as to them shall respectively 
appertain. (Sigi\ed) W. Fawkenek. 

Order in Council; declaring the future 
Sale andkTransfer of enemies Vessels 
to the Subjects of a Neutral Country, 
to be invalid. 

At the Court at the Queen’s Palace, the 
11th Nov. 1807 ; present, the Kind’s most 
excellent Majesty in Council.—Whereas 
the sale of ships by a belligerent to a neu¬ 
tral, is considered by France to be illegal; 
—^And whereas a great part of the ship¬ 
ping of France and her allies has been 
protected from capture during the present 
hostilities by transfers, or pretended trans¬ 
fers, to neutrals;—And whereas it is fully 
justifiable to adopt the same rule, in this 
respect, towards the enemy, which is ap¬ 
plied by the enemy to this country;—His 
majesty is pleased, by and with the advice 
of his privy council, to order, and it is 
hereby ordered, That in future the sale to 
a neutral of any vessel belonging to his 
modesty’s enemies sh^l not be deemed to 
be legal, nor in any mauiier to transfer the 
property, nor to alter the character of such 
vessel; and all vessels now belonging,*or 
which shall hereafter belong to anj^enerny 
of his majesty, notwithstanding any stue 
or pretended sale to a neutral, after a rea¬ 
sonable shall hate elapsed for re¬ 
ceiving informatmn of this lys majesty’s 
Order at the pla^where such sale or pre¬ 
tended sale was effected, shall be captured 
and brought in, and shall be adjudged as 
laMrfttl prize to the captors.—^And the right 
hon, the lords commissioniBrs of his ma¬ 
jesty’s treasury, Ips majesty’s principal 
secrctariesof state , the l ords commissioners 
of the the judges of the 

high court of admiralty and courts of vice 
'^iiadii%alty, arotto take the necessary mea¬ 
sures he^ini us to them shall respectively 
appertain« (Sigitadj ^ W. Fawken^. 


' Order in Council; (IecJ.jring the Do* 
’ pinions, of his Majesev’s Enemies, 
and of Countries under their Controul, 
in a state of Blockade^ndcr the*Ex- 
ceptions specified^ in |he said Order. 

At the Court at the Queen^s Palace, the 
11th Nov. 1807 ; present/the King’s most 
excellent Majesty in Council.—^Where.as 
certeyn Orders, establishing an unprece¬ 
dented system of warfare against this 
kingdom, and aimed <*specially at the de¬ 
struction of its commerce and resources, 
were some time since issued by the go¬ 
vernment of France, by which “ the British 
islands were declared to be in a statd^of 
blockade,” thereby subjecting to capture 
and condemuatiou all vessels, with their 
cargoes, which should eontinue to trade 
with his majesty’s dominions : — An(J^ 
whereas by the same Orders, “ all trading 
in English nierchandi/.e is prohlbjl;#iif, 
and evtfry article of mevchawd^Se be¬ 
longing to England, or coming Bom her 
colonies, or of her manufacture, is declared 
lawful |)rize—And whereas the nations 
in aliianee with France, and under her 
controul, were required to give, and have 
given, and do give, effect to such Orders: 
—And whereas his majesty’s Order of the 
7th of January last, has not answered the- 
desired purpose, either of compelling the 
enemy to recall those Orders, or of in¬ 
ducing neutral nations to interpose, with 
effect, to obtain their revocation; but, on 
the contrary, the same have been recently 
enforced wuth increased rigour ;—And 
whereas his majesty, under these circum¬ 
stances, finds himself compelled to take 
further measures for asserting and vindi¬ 
cating his just rights, and for supporting 
that maritime power wjiich the exertions 
and valour of his people have? under the 
blessing of Providence, ctiabled Irfni to 
estabKih and maintain; and the mainte¬ 
nance of which is not more essential to tlie. 
safety and prosperity of his majesty’s do¬ 
minions, than it is to the j^otection of such 
states as still retain their independence, 
and to the general iiit(^rcourse and happi¬ 
ness of mankind His majesty is there¬ 
fore pleaseri, by and with the advice of 
his privy council, to order, and it is hereby 
ordered. That all the ports and placei of 
France and her allies, or of* any other 
country at wy with his majesty, and all 
other ports or places in Europe,from which, 
although hat at war with his majesty, tl^e 
British flag is •excluded,,tftid all ports or 
places in the colonies belonging^p his 
majesty’s enemies, shall from hencefrrth 
k2 . ' ' 
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1^ isulb)^!ct to i)acG same restrictions, in pointJ 
. ttnd havigation, with the e^cep-* 
ttdite hefeinafler mentioned, hs if tile same < 
actuallyf)lockaded by his majesty’s 
toval ‘forces, ii\thQ most strict and rigor- 
tms mannerajid it is hereby further or- 
^ iicred and declared, that all trade in ar- 
' tiefe which are of the produce-or manu- 
fkcture of the said countries *or colonies, 
«hall be deemed and considered to be ifn- 
lawful; and that every vessel trading from 
Or tothe said countries or colonies, toge¬ 
ther with all goods and merchandize on 
bojird, and all articles of the produce or 
• manufacture of the said countries or colo- 
shall be captured and condemned as 
priae to the captors—But, although his 
inajesty would be fully justified, by the 
delrcumstances and considerations above 
l^itcfted, in establishing such system of rc-‘ 
'^ttiwiSjmTs with respect to all the ^ oupjries 
tmd cofehies of his enemies, without ex- 
ceptioif or qualification; yet his majesty, 
lacing nevertheless desirous not to subject 
tiBUtrals Id any greater inconvenience than 
istibsoiuteJy inseparable from the carrying 
Ihto effect his majestj'^s just determination 
te counteract the designs of his enemies, 
lind to retort upon his enemies themselves 
' ike consequences of their oWn violence 
fend Injustice; and being yet willing to 
hope that it may be possible (consistently 
^fth that object) still to allow to niutrals 
ibe opporUmity of furnishing tlienoselves 
with colonial produce for their own con- 
Ipmptioii -and supply; and even to leave 
dpem'^r the present, such trade with his 
htojesty’s enemies as shall be carried on 
. iKrectly with the ports of his majesty’s 
llOmmkms, or of liis allicis, in the manner 
ilferemiftcr mentioned:—His majesty is 
tlier^tcr pleased further to order, and it 
h hCTCby ordered. That nothing herein 
ddittatae^ shall extend to subject C) c^ap- 
hiife "or "condetxinaiioii any vessel, or ihe 
cargo ;of may vessel, behmging to any 
country'not aectared by tliis Order to be 
i^bjected to the restrictions incident to a 
Itate Of blockade, iishich shall have jjlcared 
6ttt wifli Such cargo from some port or 
pBace of the country to which she belongs, 

« di^ifer in Europe or America, orjfirom some 
flfee'port in his majesty’s Colonies, under 
efrtemst^nces in Which such trade from 
StiCh free port is permitted, direct to some 
p6ftor place m the colonies of his majesty’s 
^ ?n<^mies, Cfr'from those coionii* 'direct ix> 
ijte td which such wcssel belongs, 

ftee port in his majesty’s colo- 
Erases, attU with articles, 


as it may be lawful to import into such 
free port ;—to any vessol, or dhe' 
cargo of any veisel, belonging to «ny 
country not at war with his majesty, wliich 
shall have cleared out from some port or 
place in this kingdom, or from iilbraltar 
or Malta, under such regulations as his 
majesty may think lit to prescrihfe, or from 
any port belonging to his miyesty’s allies, 
^and shall be proceeding direct to'•the port 
specified in her clearance;—iwr to any 
vessel, or the cargo of any vessel, belong¬ 
ing to any country not at war with his 
majesty, which shall be comh^ from any 
port or place in Europe which la declared 
by this'Order to be subject to tlwi restric¬ 
tions incident to a state of blockade, des¬ 
tined to some port pr place in Europe be¬ 
longing to his majesty, and which shall 
be on hei; voyage direct thereto: but tluise 
exceptions are not to benjjnderstood as ex¬ 
empting from capture or confiscation any 
Vessel or goods which shall be liable there¬ 
to in rtispect of having entered or departed 
from any port or place actually blockaded 
by his majesty’s squadrons or ships of war, 
or for being enemies’ property, or for any 
other cause than tlic contravention of this 
present Order.—^And the eonimanders ot‘ 
liivS majesty’s ships of war and fprivateers, 
and other vessels acting under his majes¬ 
ty’s coinniission, shall be, and are hereby 
instructed to warn every vessel which shall 
have commenced her voyage prior to any 
notice of this Order, and shall be destined 
any port of France, or of her allies, or 
of any other country at war with his ma¬ 
jesty, or to any port or place from which 
the British flag as aforesaid is excluded, 
oi; to any colony belonging to his majesty’s 
enemies, and which shallmot have cleared 
out as is hereinbefore allowed, to discon- 
tirtue her voyage, and to proceed to some 
pprt OP place in this kingdom, or to 
Gibraltar or Malta; and any vessel which, 
after having been so warned, or after a 
reasonable time shall havejMfn aflorded 
for the arrival of inforfmi^n of this his 
majesty’s Order at any/j^rt or place from 
which she sailed, or which, after having 
notice of this Order, shall he finuid in the 
prosecution of any voyage contrary to the 
restrictions contained in this Ordeif, shall 
be captured, and, togetjier'wilh her cargo, 
condemned aa lawful prize to the captors, 
—And whereas in 

the w^ar, have acquiesced in the Orders of 
France, prohibiting all trade in anyjpti** 
cle^ the produce or maiiii&ctiype m 

doAumooft^ ^«ad the jmtcfaAnts 
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of those countries have s^ven <;ounten?aice 
’ and effect tct those prohibitions, by ffcc- 
cepting froiri perScms styling themselves 
commercial agents of the enemy, resident 
at neutral ports, certain docnments, termed 
Certificates of .Origin/’ Ijeing oertifi; 
cates obtained at tlie ports of shipment, 
declaring that the articles of the cargo are 
not of the produce or manufacture of his 
majesty’s dominions; or to that effect:—% 
And whereas this expedient has been di¬ 
rected by France, and submitted to by 
such merchants, as part of the new system 
of warfare directed against the trade of 
this kingdom, and as the most effectual in^- 
strument of accomplishing the same, and 
it is therefore essentially necessary to re¬ 
sist it;—His m^esty w therefore'pleased, 
by aivd with tjie advice of his privy coun¬ 
cil, to order/-^nd it is hereby .ordered, 
That if any vessd', after reasonable time 
shall have been’ afforded for receiving 
notice of tins his majesty’s Order at the 
ort or place from which such vessel shall 
ave cleared out, sdiall be found carrying 
any such certificate or document asatorc- 
siiid, or any document referring to or au¬ 
thenticating the same, such vessel shall be 
adjudged lawful pris&e to the captor, to¬ 
gether wdth the goods laden therein, be¬ 
longing to the [Huson or pei^sons by whom, 
or on whose? behalf, any such document 
was ]iut on board.—And tlw? right hon. 
the lords commissioners of his majesty’s 
treasury, his majesty’s principal sec reta- 
rieti of' state, lordis commissimiers c;!' the 

admiralty^ and the judges of the high 
court 'ot‘ admiralty ^and courts of vk^e- 
admiralty, are to take the necessary mea¬ 
sures herein as to them shaff fespectively 
appertain. (iSigned) W. Fawkeneh. 
OiU)Ett in Council ; approving Draught 
of Instructions-to the Commanders of 
his Majesty’s Ships of War afid Pr^ 
vateers, &c. to act in due conformity 
to and execution of the Order m 
Coundfl of the life of November, 
declaring the Dommions«of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s ^emkes, and of Countries 
under 4heir Controul, in a state of 
Blockade. 

At the Court at %he Queen’s Palace, the 
Iffth Nhv. Iff07 ; fluent, the King’s most 
excellent M^esty in donncil.*—^Whereas 
there was riiis ^tvve ad at the Board, the 
amiexed^AnMiSrSrtii^ to the 
^OjQsnmandbrs m all ships 0 f'war and qm- 
*vatimyB> and to the jui^e of the high cmxrt 
of a^bntmljy, and fee judges of the courts 
of ^ioe ^admimityi ataiotly t^lungmg nd 


,enjoming th^nt to act in dv^ ootifiMinity 
to and execu^on of his majesty's Orfer in 
Council of the 11th ^ instant, -•de- 
daring the dominions ok his majesty’s 
cnemks, and of countrtes finder theirpon* 
troul, in a state of blocjpide, under the 
exceptions specified in the said Order; 
his majesty^ taking the said draught of in*- 
structions into cr)nsideration, was pleased, 
w?th tin* advice of his privy council, to 
approve thereof, and to Older, lis it is 
hereby ordered, Tiwit the right hon. lord 
liawkesbury, one of his majesty’s prihcipal 
secretaries of state, do cause the said iVi** 
atinictions (a copy whereof is hereunto 
annexed) to be prepatid for his majesty’a 
royal signature. (Signed) W. Fawkener. 

Draught of Instructions to the Com¬ 
manders of his Majesty’s Ships of 
War and Priv^ateers, and to fhejjyjgei 
• of tpe High Court of AdinijM^fy^ni 
Judges of the Courts of Vic<ii Adtm*- 
rally. Given, &c. 

Whereas by our Order in Council of 
the 11th Nov. instant, it isT recited aid 
ordered as follows ; to . wit, &c. [Here 
the said Order is recited, as in p^ 134.] 
Gnr wull and pleasure is, and we do hereby 
direct, by and with the advice ©f our 
privy council, that the commanders of 
our shijife of war and prrvateers do act ha 
duo conformity to aa%d execution of oujc 
aforesaid Order in Council: aind we do 
further order and declare, Thaf nothing itt 
the said Order shall extend or be con¬ 
strued to extend to prevent any vessel, not 
belonging to a country declared to be 
under the restrictions of blockade as 
aforesaid, from carrying from any.pbrt or 
place of the country to^which such ve^eJ 
belongs, any articles cf manufacture or 
produce w’hatever, not behnig enemieff pro¬ 
perty^ |o any port or place in this king¬ 
dom.—^And \ve do further direct. That all 
articles of British manufacture, npon due 
proof thearcof, (not being laaval or i&iUt^ry 
stores) shall be restored b}’' our eourts ^of 
admiralty or vice admiraity, on whatever 
voyageifecy may have been captured, to 
wiiomBOcver the same shall appear to bc*- 
long ; and we do further dlve^ with res¬ 
pect to vefe^ls Buhgect onhv to be waai^ 
that any vessel wMcb shill belbng to any 
country not dcclarbd by 'the toid Order to 
be under the festrictiiiiis of blookadoi miA 
which shall be proceeding on her 
direct to sdiSe or plac^ bf fbe oounb^ 

to which Buch vesoeB belongs, i^libafsor^ 
mkted'to fmmeed on her said veyaf^^ 
•ndniqr vessel bwmd to any ‘pqpj in 
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fSiik b/ibe 

j|i^ce "kuth 
wt}k:h a met 

Indies, shall be permitted 
of the master qf sbch vessel, to proceed 
either to H^lifex, or to one of our free 
ports in the West Indies, at the option of 
such master, which choice of, the master, 
and the port chosen by ana assigned to 
him, §hall be written on one or more*of 

nrin/Mnal ship^S papCrS - 


and any 

vessel subject towarning, met beyond the 
equafbf, shall in like manner be permitted 
ta^roceed, at the choice of the master of 
such veisel, either to St. Helena, Ih© Cape 
of Good Hope, or the island of Ceylon ; 
and any such vessel which shall be bound 
Jtb any port or place in Europe, shall be 
permitted, at the choice of the master of 
_ ffftljljvessel, to proceed cither topibraltar 
orM^R^or to any port in this kingdom, 
at the option of such master, which request 
of the master, as well as the port chosen 
by and aligned to him, shall be tin like 
manner written upon one or more of the 
principal ship^s papers: and we do fur 
ther direct, that nothing in the above 
Order contained, shall extend or be con¬ 
strued to extend to repeal or vacate the 
additional instructions of the 4th day of 
l^ebruary last, directing that neiAral ves- 
^iQS laden with cargoes consisting of the 
ai^icies therein enumerated, comfng for 
ilhpoftation to any port of our united 
kingdom (provided; they are not coming 
li^i^tn any port in a state of strict and 
r^rotis blockade) shall not be inter¬ 
rupted. 

f plft)E!i in Council; approving Draught 
t of Add itiona^Instruc t ions to the Com- 

' Hinders of Ships of War and Priva¬ 
teers) &c^for protecting Goods going 
from and coming to any Por^of the 
United Kingdom^ to whomsoever the 
Property may appear to belong. 

* At the Courtait the Oueen's Palace, the 
25th Nov. 1807; present, the King’s most 
excellent M^esty in Council.—Whereas 
tThere was this day*read at the Botrd, the 
a^xedDraughtof Additional Instructions 
^Jdie commanders of all ships of war and 
^iV^teers, and to the judge of the high 
<^otj[rt 6f aomiralty, and the judges of th4 
courts of vice admiralty, for protecting 
j^mg from and comihg to any port 
of united kingdom, to whomsoever the 
erty appear to l^plong ; his ma- 
irlwhg the said l^aught of Instruc- 
cmisideratifm, was pleased, wfth 
yvic^df hU council, to kpptove^i 


'i 


tion (a copy whereof is hereunto annexed) 
to be*prepared for his majesty’s royal sig¬ 
nature. (Signed) W. Fawkener. 

Draught of an Additional Instruction 
to the Commanders of Our Ships of 
War and Privateers, and to the Judge 
of Our High Court of Admiralty, and 
the Judges of Our Courts of Vice 
Admiralty. Given, &c. 

Our will and pleasure is, that vessels 
belonging to any state nor at war with us, 
laden with cargoes in any ports of the 
united kingdom, and clearing out accord¬ 
ing to law, shall not be interrupted or 
molested in proceeding tq any port in 
Europe (except ports speci<!lly notified to 
be in a state of strict aj^i rigorous block¬ 
ade before our order oi’ the 11 th Nov. 
instant) or which shall hereafter he so 
notified, to whomsoever the goods laden 
on board such vessels may appear to 
belong : and we do further direct, that 
vessels belonging as aforesaid, coming 
from any port in Europe (except as before 
excepted) direct to any port of tiie united 
kingdom with goods for importation, shall 
not be interrupted in the said voyages, to 
whomsoever the goods laden on board the 
said vessels may appear to belong: and 
in case any vessel which shall be met with, 
and asserted by her master to be so com¬ 
ing, ^hall be detained, on suspicion of not 
being really destined to this kingdom, 
such vessel shall be brought to the most 
convenient port in the course, of her 
asserted destination, and the captors arc 
hereby required to enqufre, with all con¬ 
venient speed, into the alledged desti* 
nation: and in case any vessel and goods 
so brought in and detained shall he pro¬ 
ceeded against in our high court of anmi- 
rahy, or in any courts of vice admiralty, 
we hereby direct that the saitfe shall be 
forthwith restored, upon,satisfactory proof 
being made that theA*argo was coming 
for importation to a port of this kingdom. 

Order in Council; appointing Times at 
which Notice shall be presumed to 
have beeA, received of the Order of 
the 11 th instant al the difFcrent places 
specified in the said Order. 

^t the Court at the the 

25th Nov, 1 807; present, the King’s most^ 
excellent Majesty in 

it has been represented that it^woald ^be 
expe4iezit to fix certain whiob 
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it shdil he deemed that a reasonable time 
*shall have elapsed for receiving infonmi- 
tiofi, at different places^^of his majesty's 
Order in council of the 11th Nov. instant, 
respecting tlie trade with his majesty's 
enemies, and in their produce and manu¬ 
factures : his majesty, taking the same 
into conslideration, and being desirous to 
obviate any difficulties that may arise in 
respect thereto, and also to allow ample„ 
time for the said Order being known to all 
persons who may be aflected thereby, is 
pleased, by and with the advice of his 
rivy council, to order and declare, and it is 
ere by ordered and declared. That infor¬ 
mation of the said Order of the 11th Nov. 
instant, shall be taken and held to have 
been received in the .places hereinafter 
mentioned, at the periods respectively as¬ 
signed to then'namely, ports and places 
within the BaltiV^ Doc. 21st 1807 ; other 
ports and places lo the northward of Am- 
.sterdain, EKh*. 1 Ith 1807; from Amster¬ 
dam to Ushant, Dec. 4th 1807 ; from 
Ushant to Cape Finisterre, Dec. 8th 1807; 
from Cape Finisterre to Gibraltar, inclu¬ 
sive, Dec. 13th 1807 ; Madeira, Dec. 13th 

1807 ; ports and places within the Streights 
of Gibraltar, to Sicily and Malta, and the 
west coast of Italy, inclusive, Jan. 1st 

1808 ; all other ports and places in the Me¬ 

diterranean, beyond Sicily and Malta, Jan. 
20th 1808 ; ports and places beyond the 
Dardanelles, Feb. 1st 1808; any part of 
the north and western coast of Afri< a, or 
the islands adjacent, except Madeira,ikTan! 
llth 1808 ; the United States, and British 
possessions .in North America and the 
West Indies, Jan. 20th 1808 ; Cape of 
Good Hope, and the east coast of South 
America, Marche St 1808; India, May 1st 
4808 ; China, and the coast of South Ame¬ 
rica, June 1st 1808; and every vcs&l 
sailing on or after those days front thoae 
places respectively, shall be deemed and 
taken to have received notice of the afore¬ 
said Ordft-; and it i/ further ordered, 
That if any vessel shall sail within twenty 
days after the per\d$ above assigned res¬ 
pectively, from any of the said places, in 
contravention of the said Order of the 11 th 
Nov. instant, and shall be detained as 
prize oh account thereof, ottshall arrive at 
any port in this kingdom, destined to some 
port or place wit hin the restricti6n of the 
said be made to the 

^ satisfaction of the court of admiralty, *in 

* whigl^ such vessel shall be proceeded 
agai^, injease the same shall be brought | 
m pmejthgt the loading of the saidj 


vessel had commenced before the said pe^ 
riods^ and before inforiAatipn of. the said 
Order tad adtually been r^eived at ^ the 
port of shijpment, the said ^jessel, together 
with the goods so laden, shall be restored 
to the owner or owners th^arebf, and shall 
be permitted to proceed oA her voyage, in 
such manner as if such vessel had sailed 
before the 'day so specified as aforesaid : 
and it is further ordered. That no proof 
shall be admitted, or be gone into, for the 
purpose of shewing that information of the 
said Order of the 11 th Nov. instant had 
not been received at the said places res¬ 
pectively, at the several periods before a*s- 
signed. And the right hon. the lords com¬ 
missioners of his majesty's treasury, his 
majesty’s principal secretaries of state, the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, and^ 
the judges of the high court of admiralty, 
aiKUcouris of vicc*admiralty, are^j£H:4ke 
the necessary measures herein as them 
shall respectively appertain. 

(Signed) W. Fawkener. 

Order in Council ; establishiit^ certain 
Regulations, as to Vessels clearing out 
from this Kingdom, with reference to 
the Order of the llth of November 
instant. 

At the Court at the Queen's Palace^ the 
2.5th Noy. J807 ; present, the King’s most 
excellentMajesty in Council.—^Whereashii 
majesty, by his Order in council, dated 
11 th of Nov. instant, respecting the trade 
to be carried on with his majesty’s enetntea, 
was pleased to exempt from the restrictions 
of the said Order all vessels which shall 
have cleared out from any port or place in 
tills kingdom, under such regulations as 
his majesty may think fit to prescribe, and 
shall be proceeding direct to th^ porta spe¬ 
cified in the respective clearances his 
majesty, taking into consideration ex- 
pedrenfy of. making such regulations, is 
pleased, by and with the advice of his 
privy council, to order, aijd it is hereby 
ordered, That all vessels bclongii:^ to 
I countries not at war with his majesty, shall 
be perigitted to lade in any port of* the 
I united kingdom any goods, being the pro- 
[ duce or manufacture of his majesty’s do- 
I minions, oi' East-lndia goods or prize 

f loods (all such goods having be^ law- 
iilly imported) and to clear out with, and 
freely to convey the same to any,port or 
place in any colony in the West Iiidies or 
America, heionging to his ijiajesty^s ene¬ 
mies, such porf or place not beihg^ h 
stajtc of actual blockade, subject to^^ 
payment of such duties as may^ tiin|| 
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IjW s^ch ^ooqs, or. in respedt of the saine 
destin^^ to the ports of the colonies 
^elon^ng to Itis n?ajesty\s enemies; and 
l^ewise to lad«i'^ clear out with, and con¬ 
vey as aforesaid, any articles of foreign 
tiroduce or mahufacture which shall have 
peen lawfully imported into this kingdom, 

C vided his majesty’s licence shall httve 
n previously obtained for so conveying 
^ch foreign produce or manufactures: 
and is further ordered. That any vessel, 
lK;}ongmg as afoi'csaid, shall be permitted 
to lade^ any port of the united kingdom 
any goods, not being naval or military 
stores, which shall be of the growth, pro¬ 
duce, or manufacture of this kingdom, or 
•which shall have been lawfully impoi ted, 
[sav e and except foreign sugar, coflee, 
wflte^^raudy, snuff, a\id coltoi^ ai^l to 
clear ^ul with, and freely to convey the 
same to any port, to be specified in the 
clearance, not being in a state of actual 
Idockad?, although the same shall be un¬ 
der the restrictions of the said Order ; and 
likewise to lade, clear out, and convey 
foreign sugar, colfee, wine, brandy, siiuft) 
. and cotton, w^hich shall have been law¬ 
fully imported, provided his majesty's 
. licence shall have been previouslyiK>btained 
4br the exportation and conveyance there- 
bfi and it is hereby further ordered. That 
ffo vessel tihail be permitted to clear out 
any port or place in this kingdom, 
•to any port or place of any country sub- 
joctedr to the restrictions of the said Order, 
with any goods which shall have been 
’Mdep, after notice of the said Order, on 
'Ikpard the vessel which shall have imported 
same jnto this kingdom, without hav- 
iilg^firsh duly entered and landed the 
same in some port or place in this king" 
AQm; and that no vessel shall be^permit- 
ted to elear out from any port or place in 
this kingdom to any port or place what- 
ever, with any goods, the produce or ma- 


some cemntiy whicn is nUt subjected to 
the restrictions of the said Order, except 
cottoiii, and whkh shall have been im¬ 
ported in an unmanufactured state difeet 
From such country into this kingdom, in a 
vessel belonging to the cCnifcry from 
which such goods have been brought, 
^and in which the same were grown and 
produced: and it is further ordered, That 
any vessel belonging to any country 
not at war >vith his majesty, may clear 
out from Uuernsey, Jersey, or IVlaii, to 
any port or place under the restrictions of 
the said Order, which sl^all be specified in 
the clearance, not being in a state of actual 
blockade, w'ith such articles only, not be¬ 
ing naval or military stores^, as shall have 
been legally imported ir^itA such islands 
respectively, from any ]^rt or place in this 
kingdom direct; and vAth respect to all 
such articles as may have been imported 
into the said islands respectively^ from any 
pprt or f)lace under the restrictions of the 
said Order, it shall not be permitted to 
any vessel to clear out with the same from 
any of the said islands, except to some* 
port or place in this kingdom. And the 
right hon. the lords commissioners of his 
majesty's treasury, bis majesty's prti>cipal 
secretaries of state, the lords comm'miouers 
of the admiralty, and the judges of the 
high court of admiralty and courts of vice¬ 
admiralty, are to take tlie necessary mea¬ 
sures herein as to them shall respectively 
appertain. (Signed) W. Fawkener. 

Ouder in Council ; establishing certain 
Regulations as to Vessels clearing out 
from the Ports oif Gibraltar and 
Malta, with refereiw© to the Order of 
the 1 uh Nov. instant. ^ 

• At the Court at the Oneen^s Palace, the 
Q5th Nov. 1807; present the Kifig^s most 
excellent Majesty in Council*—Whereas 
his majesty, by hts Order in Council, 
dated the 11 th \\ov, instant^ respecting 


nufacture of any country subjected to the the trade to be carried on with his ma- 
^Btrictions of thersaid ()rder, wl^ch shall jesty's enemies, waV^>leased to exempt 
have betSn laden, after notice as aforesaid, from the restrictions of the said Older all 
‘onboard the vessel importing the same, vessels belonging to any country not at 
'^thout having so duly entered and landed war with his majesty, together with their 
samoi or with any goods whatever cargo, whichishall Incoming from any 
wMph ^all have been laden after such port or place in Europe which is declared 
the vessel importing the same, tn the s^iid Order to be subject to the re- 
Ih or place of any countiy sub- strkrtions ineident l^'IWOtMOlocka^e, 

^ the said Chder, direct to some port or place in Europe be- 
©dtered and landed kmgiiiir to his majesty ; and also jgtll ves-' 
vmSh shall be cleared 

wpwM, ekfiepi W ^rgo shall eoh»i|t ChbwJtor or Mafta uiukr such regulate 


l or place iii this aels whSh shall be cleared oiwwom 
Cargo shall eoh»i|t €hb|xdN;ar or MaHa uiukr such regular 
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. SLU his majesty may think ih to prescribe, 
and which shijiU be proceeding direct to 
the ports specified in their respective 
clearances: and whereas it is expedient 
to encourage the trade from Gibraltar and 
Malta to countries under the restrictions of 
the said V^’dcr, subject to regulations to be 
made in respect thereto : his majesty is 
therefore pleased to pre»-'cribe the follovving 
regulations in regard to such trade accord-' 
ingly, and, by and with the advice of his 
privy council, to order, and it is hereby 
oidert?d, That all sorts of flour and meal, 
and all sorts of grain, tobacco, atid any 
other article in an uninamit'actured state, 
being the growth and produce of any 
country not being subjected by the said 
^)rder to the restrictions incident to a 
state of blockade (except cotton, and 
naval and irnT.^ary stores) ^^llich shall 
have been imp^nted into (iibraltar or 
Malta, direct from the country where the 
same were grown and produced, shall, 
without any licence, be permitted to be 
cleared out to any port or place, not beihg 
in a state of actual blockade, without tlie 
s;inie being compelled to be landed : but 
neither the said article of cotton, however 
imported, nor any article which is not 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
this kingdom, or which has not been im¬ 
ported in a British ship, or from this king¬ 
dom direct, (except fisli), and which shall 
have been laden at the port of original 
shipment, after the period directed by an 
Order of this date to be taken as the lime 
at which notice of the said Order of the 
11th Nov. shall be considered as having 
been received at such port of shipment, 
shall be permitted to be ex])orted from 
Gibraltar or Malta, except to some port or 
place in this kingdom : and all other arti¬ 
cles of the growth, produce and, manu¬ 
facture of this kingdom, or which shMl 
have been imported into Gibraltar or Malta 
in a BritMih ship, or f^om some port or 
place in this kingdom, together with the 
article of fish, however imported, may be 
exported to any ports or places in the 
Mediterranean or Portugal, under such 
licence only as is hereinafter directed 
to be granted by the governor of Gibraltar 
and Malta respectively : 'and it is hereby 
further ordered. That licences be granted 
by the go^rjiQT*s»**>iWateivjnt governors, or 
Other ffCrsons having the chief civil com¬ 
mand at Gibyaltar or at Malta respec¬ 
tively, but in his majesty’s name, to such’ 

J ierson oi* persons as the said governors, 
^lenant governors, or persons having 
Voi. X 


> the chief civil command shall think fit, 

/ allomiig such person or persons'to export 
from Gibraltar dirc(?t’ to jny port ki the 
Mediterranean, or to any pfert of Portugal, 
or to any port of Spam without the Medi¬ 
terranean, not further north than Cape 
Finisterre, and from Malta direct to any 
port being .within the Mediterranean, witU 
ayy articles of the produce or manufacture 
of his majesty’s dominions; and any arti¬ 
cles w’hich shall liave been imported into 
(Gibraltar or Malta from this kingdom, to 
whomsoever such articles shall apjTear to 
belong (not being naval or military stfAes) , 
ill any vessel belonging to any country not 
at war with his majesty, or in any vessel 
not exceeding one hundred tons burthen, 
and being unarmed, belonging to th^j 
country to which such vessel shall be 
cleared <*ut and gt^ng; and also to import 
in a\iy such vessel or vessels as .aforesaid, 
from any port within the MedittilTanean, 
to Gibraltar or Malta, or from any port 
in Portugal or Spain as afotfesaid, to 
(Gibraltar, such ])ort and such destination 
respectively to be specilied in such licence, 
any articles of merchandize whatsoever 
and to wdmmsoever the same may appear 
to belong, such articles to be specified in 
the bill of lading of such vessel, subject 
however to such further regulations and 
restrictions w'itli respect to all or any of 
the sa^d articles so to be imported or ex¬ 
ported, as may be inserted in the said 
licences by the governors, lieutenant go¬ 
vernors, or other persons having the chief 
civil command at Gibraltar or Malta for 
tile time being respectively, as to them 
shall from time to time seem fit and'expe¬ 
dient.—And it is further ordered, That in 
every such licence shall be ‘inserted the 
names and residence of the person per¬ 
sons jto whom it shall be granted, the 
articles anJ their quantities permitted to 
be exported, the name and description of 
the vessel and of the mdstcr thereof, the 
j)ort to which the vessel shall be al¬ 
lowed to go, n hich ^hall be some port 
not u&der actual blockade ^ and that no 
licence so to be granted, shall continue 
in force f 9 r longer than two months from 
its date, nor for more than one voyage, 
or any such licence be granted, or ac¬ 
knowledged to be valid, if granted, to per^ 
mit the clearance of any vesseS to 
port whiclv shall be actually 
by any naval Ibrcc of bis’majesty, or of 
his allies.—And it is fin’ther ordere^JprTh*^ 
the commanders of hie majesty’s ships of 
war and pvivateere, and all fibers whom 
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It may concern, Khali stilVer every such 
vessel saifing Conloniiably to‘ the permis¬ 
sion ^Iven by (his Oivli r, or having any 
licence us repass 

djrect hetwoc^n *(h])tv'ltar or Malta aiul 
such port as he specified in the h- 

ccncc^ in such JiiaiiiuM-, and under such 
terms, regulations, and restiuc'tions, as 
shall be expre.-^sed then in.—And it is bc'- 
ther ordered. That in ea^e ar-y vi'ssel so 
sailing as aforesaid, lor whiih any such 
Jicenc(‘ as aforesaid shall have been granted, 
and wliich shall be })roceeding diretl ujion 
hei*^ said voyage, shall he detained and 
fironght in for legal ailjudicatum, siudi 
vessel, with her t argn, sliall bc' tbrtlu\itb 
released by Ibe court of admiralty or \ 
5|diniralty, in wliieli [>ro( eedings sliall be 
coinnumred, upon proof being inadt* tiiat 
the parties had duly •conjbrmcfl to the 
terms,*r^gvilation^', and restrictions ol*the 
.^aid JicAcc; liic proof of such cenfonnitv 
to lie u[)oii the person or persons claiming 
the bcnefii of this Order, or ol)taiAing or 
using such licence, or claiming the henefit 
thereof.—And it is licreby fuitlier ordered, 
That no vessel helcnging to «iay sta<e on 
the coast of Barbary, shall be prevented 
from sailing with any artndis ol' the 
grbw’th or produce oi’sucli slate, funn any 
port or jdace in sue fi state to any port or 
place in the Mediterranean or Portugal, 
such port oj* place not heing e.clnally 
lilockadod by some naval force hcdonging 
to his majesty, or Ins aHie>, without being 
obliged to touch at (hhraltar or Malta.— 
And the right lion, the lords eommissioiu'rs 
of his majesty’s treasury, his niajestv^’s 
|>rincij)al secret.iries ol state, the lonU 
commissioners of the admiialty, ami the 
judges of t,h*(i h^li court of admiralty, and 
court^ of vice admiralty, arc to take the 
necessary measures heicin as to the»i shall 
respectivi ly apjiertain. 

(Signed) W. Fvwklnlu. 

Onniui in Coiflicil; respecting Fneinii's 
Produce and Manufacture on hoard 
British Siiips. ^ 

At the Court at tlie Qiu*eu’s Pali}?;e, the 
25th i\ov. hSOT ; present, the King's most 
cxc^cllent Majc'ty in (amncil.-r''^^ iu rcas 
his majesty^ by his Onlei in Council of the 
llth Nov. mst. was ph ased to order and 
declare tfiat all trade in articles which are 
of the produce or manufacture of the coun¬ 
tries and colonies mentioned^!! the said 
order^ shall be deemed and considered to 
be uijtewful {except as is therein excejited): 
bi| majesty, by and with the advice of his 
privy is pleased to order and dc-' 
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dare, and it is liereby ordered and de¬ 
clared, That nothing in tlic said Order 
contained shall extend to subject to cap¬ 
ture ami tonfiseallon any articles of tlie 
]n*oduce and niauul'actnre of the said coun ■ 
h i('s and colonies, laden on board British 
slops, which w(»uld m;t have becii subject 
tu capture and coniUcation if such Order 
had not bveii made. And the right hon. 
1 lih‘ lords conmiissioners of his majesty'll 
treuMiry, his majc.siy's principal secretary 
of stale, lli(‘ lords commissioners of the ad- 
inn ally, and the judges of the high court of 
admiralt V and courts ol \ lee-admiralty, are 
to take tile nocf^sMvry nu'usures luu'ein as 
to them shall rospi'ctively ajipertain. 

(SlglUsl) *W. hAWKLNRR. 

Oimiai m Council; declaring that his 
jMajesty'.s Ordcib of thv 11th of Nov. 
^hair not extend to.pi rmit the Pro- 
diu e of enemie.s (’(^l^jinies in tlie est 
Indies to be brought direct to any 
British Port in Europe. 

At ifie (’oiirt at \\'indsor, the Jrtth Dec. 
1 h1)7 ; fuescnt, the King's most excellent 
Maji sly in (’ouned.—llis majesty is pleas¬ 
ed, by and with the advice Ins privy 
conned, to order, and it is heri by ordeied, 
Tliat iiolhmg in his majesty’s Order in 
(’oimcil of the I Irli ol'Nov. last, shall ex¬ 
tend or he construed to (‘\tt Jid, to jiermit 
anv vessel to imjmrt any ailndes of the 
prodiK e or manufacture of the enemy's 
coloiiK's ill the \\ est Indies, direct from 
swell colmiic^ to any poll of this kingdom: 
ami It is further or(lert‘d, ’I'liat all vessels 
which may arrwc m the ports of tliis king¬ 
dom dij((< fiorn the colonies aforesaid, 
shall nevertheless be released, ujion proof 
la mg made that the ehart^T-parly or other 
agu'cment for tiie voyagi^ w as entered into 
lieiore notice of this Order. And the right 
lion, thfc' lords coniinissitmers of his ma¬ 
jesty's trea-jury, his majesty's principal 
secretaries of state, tlie lords commissioners 
of the admiralty,Wami tin* judges of the 
high court of admiralty and the courts of 
vice-adrniraTty, are toVake the necessary 
measures lierciu as to llieiii shall respec¬ 
tively appertain. * 

(Signed) \Vm. Fawkkner. 

% . - = 

HOl’sL or LORDS. 

Wednesday^ 27* 

[(?LiiATrs' Suspension BiiTrj^hR:Bishop 
of Oxfoi'd wislied to call tjieir lordships* 
’attention to an act, tliat passed thc^ftgis- 
lature, at the close of tlic iastsesjvion, in his 
' opinion with too gieat hurry and precipir 
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-tatton. The net to which he alludeJ was • 
the one which suspciulcd the Shlli of 
Oeo. 111. By the, linv, us it previously 
.•stood,anmvH Hied curt -s,undcM*t]uecnAnn('’s 
bounty, were (‘onsidered as benciices, and 
therefore subject to the same rest riel lou^, 
'riic act ^f tht‘ lust session went to repeal 
this clause,. Much inconvenience and in¬ 
jury to the rif^hlR and dipnity of the cfiur( h 
had followcsl. Many per.sons continued 
to possess themselves of tlie ernoluinents of 
those henehi'cs, who wi re le;.iully ousted ; 
whilst others,properly jirt'M’nted anddnly 
inducted, ere prevented from tin* exer¬ 
cise of their professional fiinctioiis, and 
dcjinveil of tliosc profits to which they 
wcr(‘ entitled in riglit of tlieir appoint¬ 
ment. The riglit iwerend preluU*, then 
moved, Tha^'a bill for the i(‘peal of the 
('urates’ Suspe../K)n bill he tlien nad a 
first tiiTK'. 

'The Lord Lhancrllor oliserved, that it 
was not Ins int<*nlion to oppose tla* priii- 
(‘iplo of the bill proiiostal by the ii< 2 br ^ 
rev. prelate. He wished to remind iiini 
of the peculiar way in which the house 
stood, with resjieet to this act of Suspen¬ 
sion. At tlie close of the last s«‘s,sion it 
was sent up from the house of eonnnons, 
niereU' as a ineaMiia* of iLunporary relitd' 
lo the pi'isoiis sijp])(t,''ed to he a^i^nn ved. 
It w as then ie( oiinin nded to pass the ))re- 
.si'ivt act, i onfniini;' Cs operation to 40 days 
after tin taunnieneennuiC <d the next ses¬ 
sion of parlnninMit. In that sitnati^m t(ie 
house stood, as to the preuait hill, and he 
was only anxious to asurtain,wlietlier the 
]>rin(a[)le of tlie inea‘'Ui(\ and of the relief 
souirht, W ould better iie »li>cuss(‘d upon the 
seeund reachnpkof tin* hill, propi^ed h\ 
the rii»*ht rev. jirelati', or upon any ih-nv 
question lobe 1 ironit forward on tlic-»e\- 
piration of the fO days r « 

J'he Karl of Lauderdale thono'lu it 
InLt’hly proper that tin fullest time shouki 
he give A to the |)er>.bis standing in the 
unfortunate predicament w Iqch the act of 
tile last session vfv iit to relieve. 

The Duke of Aorfolk expresseil his in¬ 
clination railier to siipjiort a farther sus¬ 
pension foi U) days, than that the persons 
.seeking reliet should he s^urprised by any 
premature hurrying of the present bill.— 
’riic hill was thin read a first lime. 

[OuDEpjN iiSifl^NciL ] Lord [lawkes- 
hury faid upon the table the various* Or¬ 
ders in CouT^cil with respect to the new 
coiSrneri'ial regulations, which, during the 
recess, Ws majesty's ministers had judged 
^ jt proper to advise Uis majesty to put iii 
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lorce. [(A)pies of the said Orders will be 
found at p. l^Jti ] 

Lu-d /;/fcAY«AK/d(clare(tfhimself i«i no 
ordmars' degree' ,mxious learn irom his 
inajestv’s ministers, tlieir^ Uiteutions with 
leijiecitolhe very scriows and unprece¬ 
dented miportance ol ihc'sc (n'ders. lie 
wished lii's^ to ascc'rtain, wliether it W'^as 
tlicir intention to make an\^ motion, or 
institute any proceeding, tending to ex¬ 
plain to that hoU'C, and to the public, tlni 
in< ailing and oh)<‘ei of the measures de- 
K'lmiiU'd h\ ihcj-e Oiders lo he pursued ? 
lie h'll solieitoiu to olilain tills prelimiiliiry • 
information, before he made a motion for 
some other doemiients, m liis oinnion, ne¬ 
cessarily eonneeled w ith the lull explana¬ 
tion of\heM' Olliers in Conned. U waj 
impossihU* for him, or any man, when 
they eoyilemplatCv'l the nature of the inno¬ 
vation iTiaile by these docnmciits on the 
political and commerelal interests ol this 
country, and of the whoh^ world, not to 
wash to hear from their irainerskhe lullest, 
most persjiieuous, and ino.st speedy ex- 
pLimition of their meaning, import, object,^ 
and pre.sumed elli et. In socking that ex¬ 
planation, any ^^i^ll to embarrass his ma- 
]('stv’s government was most foreign from 
lus'inyul. He had given this subject a 
gloat deal ( f attiiUion, he had bestowed 
nine^ time on li, and called lo his assist- 
anee peiMtUs eXja iieneed ni the knowledge 
of that di'parinK n*. lo winch these Orders 
refeii’t'ih \ et he piolessed to Cod, that lie 
was still totally mrahle i<j ascertain llieir 
nature or diilt, much less to divlite the 
r('moteVL ])ossihilitv ol interest or ^advan¬ 
tage likely to accrue lo tins country Iroiii 
their adoption. Notwitiistanding the uii- 
mteliigihli' manner in winch'tjie^c Orders 
appeaietl to him, he, was still nnfdde to 
supjfe^s great'and powerlul li'ciings or 
alarm, lie slmdderi d at the slate of po¬ 
licy u'pon winch this conntiy was proceed¬ 
ing to act. i\either ediild he hide Ironi 
his contemplation the danger oi tlial pie- 
eqiice, to the vergi 4 oi which it was so 
lamentably and so rapidly advancing. 
What was' tin' ultimate object of the now 
conmu’r<«ial code, .seemingly estahljshed 
by the joint consent ef the ^govenuiumts 
of Kraiiec and (ivc'at, iJritiim r It was mu¬ 
tual deslrui;^ion. it resemhiecUthe eliovts 
of a set of persons, wlmse cliii'l object was 
to starve <#aeh other, and who, to obtain 
their respective gratification, were lill pur¬ 
suing the means of insuring the iiiwhable 
starvation of themselves. Suen conduct 
could only be cott^p^n’^tl to jjiic insanity of 
, L2 
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maniacs, who. cutting each other with 
knives across the veins, disregarded tlie 
positvre injiiiy rthat each individually re¬ 
ceived, and wert^only satisfied in consum¬ 
mating the de?truction of them all. This 
was a dreadful state of things, and required 
on the part of their lordships, the utmost 
circumspection, before they gave their 
concurrence to the measures which tended 
to proniote it. For his part, although the 
encouragement came from the most dig¬ 
nified and exalted source, he could not so 
far, in compliance with it, look upon the 
dangers of the country, either unappalled 
or undismayed. The news of that d'a\, 
conncctetl with our relations ilh Ame¬ 
rica, was replete with mclanelioly reflec¬ 
tions. It was to him the source of v^^rv* 
deep regret, stronger than he had, in the 


government to afford to parliament the 
fullest information, consistent with their 
public duties, and to submit the whole of 
those Orders and regulations to the most 
ample and accurate discussion. In what 
Way, or by the adoption of what proceed¬ 
ing, in the present stage of thaU subject, 
he was not jirepared to propose. It had 
occurred to him, that as those papers were 
presented in another place, and were likely 
to be put in such a train of procedure as 
must in due time be submitted for the 
consideration of their lordships, the most 
desirable mode was, to await that period, 

I under the probable hope, that the most 
j lienefieial effects woulil arise from sus- 
I ]jending tlie discussion until brought for- 
i ^-^ard in that shape, Avhen if approved, 

‘Ir passing into law ^^<)uld immediately 
1 - ¥ 1 ^* 


. . ' ., , tb ^ 

course of his political lit#, on any pre\ ions I folb)\v the discussion. I^!>ivvever, it was 
event, ever felt. He had still the personal ^ competent for the noiile tonls on the op- 
gi^tihcaion to review the line of condm t | ];f)site side to inslilnte any oliRT]jrocceding 

more comjiatiblc with their vnrw of rlie 
I (‘ase, and calculated topn^duee that inves¬ 
tigation from uhic'h neither ho nor his ('ol- 
i leagues were in any degree inclined to 
j shrink. W ith inspect to the question put 
to him bv his noble friend, he could onl\r 


which he, and those* with whom he ha- 
acted, hatUnade it (heir duty to ad(t|^)t to¬ 
wards America: conduct, that if jicrsisb d 
in, would have produced between thoso 
two counti-ies (he strongest bonds of friend¬ 
ship and alliance, without any surrender 
f)f the rights or atiy compromise of the 
honour and character of Cireat !^ritain. 
He again impressed upcjn ministers the ne¬ 
cessity of an explicit and jirompt avowal 
of the objects and meaning of these do¬ 
cuments. In order to undeifttand them, 
it was, in his opinion, absolutely necessary 
that a copy of the Declaration, signed by 
himself, and a noble friend of his (lord 
Holland) as plenipotentiaries of the Bri¬ 
tish government, on the 21st of Dec. 180fi, 
and handed by them to tiie jilcnipoteiitia- 
ries of the Dhited States, should be pro¬ 
duced fcr the Consideration of that house. 
These Orders in Council arose from^ and 
were actually founded upon, that Declar¬ 
ation. ‘ Indeed, therv was another docu¬ 
ment, the source iiid origin of ail the sub¬ 
sequent regulations; but he was at pre¬ 
sent at a loss to ki^pw in what way or 
form Such a paper could he introduced 
before their lordships, he meant the De¬ 
cree of the I ieuch Government, dated the 
7«tb of Nov. 180(>. Previous to his offering 
any motion lor those papers, particularly 
for^e cojiy of the Deelaratloy of the 21st 
?lbf Dec. ] J06, he wished to hear from the 
noble secretary ^of state, whetkr be had 
any objections to their prodat tioii, and if 
win# they were ? 

llawkesbury assured bis noble 
#^nd, that i|i^vas the w'itih of his majesty's 


say, that llie objection he felt to the pro^ 
duct ion of the jiajicrs alluded to, arose 
solely out of considerations of form. The 
Declaration of the 2ist Dec. had been the 
subject of much observation. It was much 
spoken of in pu!)lic, and bad experienced a 
goPTjd ^dfal of notoriety, but as it was an 
apjiendix to a treaty neier laid before 
that house, it was, in his view, out of the 
course of all fonn to produce it in a sepa¬ 
rate characU r. Not less so was the French 
Decree : government had got it in a way 
which all late ailmiiiistralions had con.si- 
d< rwl official. It was received by them, 
j inserted «in a paper which slated itself to 
be the oflicial register of the ediets of that 
governnumt, namely, the Monitcur. At 
the same time, he V:ould notsccFin what 
manner sm h document could be brought 
lieforc parliament. At aril events, he was 
willing, with the consent of the noble 
lord, to susjK iul his'ultimate answer tor a 
short jieriod, until he considered more 
maturely the grounds of the objections 
which then presented themselves to his 
mind. 

Lord Holland th^ t though 

therft was no official copy of the French 
Decree, yet that there might be some 
document rcc/eived officially from 
nister of* a rteutral power contaSning an 
explanation giyea by the Flinch govern* 
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•meiit, as to the objects of its Decree, and 
the intended mofle of carrying it into 
elfect. He wished to know whether there 
existed such a document ? 

Earl Bathurst said, there was no olBcial 
romiininication upon this subject. He 
denied thdit the Orders in Council would 
have the eftect inferred by the noble lord 
(Auckland), or had any such tendency- 

Lord (yremiUe said, that what had been 
urp'd by the noble carl was an additional 
reason \^hy further information should be 
laid before ihc house. He was not wholly 
unversed in such subjects, but with idl the 
attention lie could ^ive them, he could no« 
tiiorr>nghlv understand their meaning or 
ol)ject. it could not l^e supposed that it 
w;'^ die object of those who framed them 
totaJy to destroy the cominer<;e of this 
coimlry, and \ct, on reading o-or the 
Orders it would be diflicult to discover 
that any other cileet could he })roduced 
from tliem than the total deslrucvion of 
that eoimncix e. Weie they to understapd 
that, will] a subject of this immense inag- 
niliide before them, they w( re to wait for 
thn’c or four wet Us until they received 
their lesson from the other house, before 
they obtaineil any further information, and 
before ministers explained to that house 
what their intentions and \iews wcie in 
advl^ing the issuing of such orders > Were 
they to understand that ministers, after 
afh ising Orders in f'oimeil, which WTre a 
violation of the Uwv of the land ; afte!' 
giving advice to the crown, which no mi¬ 
nisters had ventured to give since liie reign 
of James JI. ; when that monarch was ad- 
v^ised that he had a powe r to di-iiHuise with 
the laws of the e»untry ; after doing what 
was a gross and flagrant violation of the 
law of nations, and of the municipal la\^ ; 
were they to iiiiderstand that ministers did 
not intend to come to parliament for in¬ 
demnity, or to explain the motives and 
iTasons of Their cotMiuet ? He thought that 
not an instant should be lost in obtaining 
full information, coming to the discus¬ 
sion of the measure. 

liord Hawkesbury said, that there might 
have been, in some instances, connected 
with the Orders in Council,^ literal viola¬ 
tion of law, but the Orders themselves 
in their great object and views, were nei¬ 
ther' a violation law of nations, nor 

the municipal law of the land. As to any 
question of indi innity, if any should be 
tliougCt necessary, the reasons for asking 
it Would b^stated at the time of proposing 
iL£ It hoiircver> competent to any 
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•nobl^ lord to bring forward t quj&^ion upon 
the .subject, M^hich would he met by his 
majesty's ministers. j 

Lord i/o//awrf thought#*he noble lord 
had treated very lightly the*idea of a via* 
lation of the law. He repeated his ques¬ 
tion with respect to the existence of any 
document (jf the nature he before alluded 
tc% observing that it was underetood some 
explanation of the French decree had been 
given to general Armstrong, the American 
minister at Paris.—No answx*r beiug*given. 
Lord Grenville urged the same question, 
and asked whether ii was to be understood 
that ministers refused to givh any inform 
matiou upon this point ? 

lx)rd Uawktsbury .said, that no olhclal 
conmuiiiication had been received in tin? 
shape alluded to bv the noble lo;d.—The 
intepdeir motion of lord Auckland, for 
pajjers, was then withdrawn, ^ 


• IIOUSK OF COMMONS. ^ 

Wvdnesday, Jauvary 27 , 
[Minutfs.] Seveial Election petitions 
were presented, and ordered to be takon 
into consideration on the following days 
respectively : Saltash, on the right, and 
Saltasli double return, on the same days as 
former })etitioiis of a similar description 
from that borough. Jh idgewatcr, March 17. 
Westminster, March 22. ( hrislehurch; and 
Dungar\aii, iVlarch 29. NewTy, March 31. 

[OuncKs IN Council.] Lord H, Petty 
rose to put a question to the right hon. 
the ehanecllor of the exchequer. That 
right lion. gent, had fixed a day for 
referring the tJrders in Council presented 
yesterday to the comm’ittcc of ways and 
means, bul he had not siated* on^ what 
dav he f)ropos(‘d to move for leave lo 
bring •in tlie bill of Indemnity, which 
he had stated his intention to bring for- 
ward for certain acts dope by ministers 
under these Orders in (’ouncil. It was 
desirable that the imuse should be ap¬ 
prised ^f the day ou which this question 
would be brought forw ard, because, w^hen- 
ever it should be under discussion, the 
house wou'ld have lo consider it in two 
points of view; first, whether the im¬ 
mediate necessity was such a.s to intitle 
his majesty's .ministers to the in\jcmnity 
they claimed, and, in the event of its 
being so coftiidered, whether that neces¬ 
sity was sufheidht to cover all the ^illa¬ 
tions of law committed them, in and 
under the Orders ia Council ? * 

The ChmoeUor ^ the Ej^Cke^ner did' 
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not knoifjr wliat Tinswcr to give t(\ the/ 
noble lord, because ho roulfl not collect 
whaf was the object of his inquiry. He 
had undoubtealy given notice, that he 
should, on WAlnesday, move to refer 
the Orders in Council to a committee of 
ways and means; he had certainly de¬ 
clared, that it was not his intention to 
propose any bill of Indeinnity for h- 
suing the Orders in Council, because he 
was persuaded there was no illegality in 
the trfinsaction. But there had been some 
m^swres resorted to in consequence of 
th&e Orders in Counr il, which required 
indemnity tTom parliament for tiiose who 
had been concerned in advising and 
acting upon them. It was not an unusual 
proceeding to issue Orders in Council con¬ 
cerning matters, and he would beg of the 
noble lord to restrain* liis judgfncnt, till 
he should know more fully the nature 
of those })rocccdin^s for which it was 
proposed to apply foi a hill of Indemnity. 
One of ffiose was a measure adopted re¬ 
specting goods imported on the occasion 
from Portugal. From the hurry in whicli 
British subjects had brought themselves 
and their goods away from Portugal, it 
was found impossible to provide native 
shipping. They took advantage ,of neu- 
tmls to convey themselves and their pro¬ 
perty to Great Britain. It was thought 
but just t«i issue orders to the oilicers 
of the customs to pcrlnit those goods to 
be landed, an<l, as by tl»e n.n igatiou 
laws they could not be legally imported, 
except in British sbij)s or Portugucsi' ves¬ 
sels, became there fore neci’ssary to gi t 
an indemnity f't^r llie 1 ransaet ion. This was 
one of the^mcasufes ninch retjuired tlial 
an act of indemnity shr>iild be applied 
for, ^id ho trusted tin* house would he of 
opinion, that it was a case \\;}nch tnlitb'd 
the persons concerned to protection. Again 
he had to repeaj, that the OrdiTs in C’oun- 
cil were not contrary to law, and did 
not consequently require any bill of In¬ 
demnity- • 9 

Lord H. Petty apologized to the right 
hon. gent, for not having more distinctly 
pu4 his question. He hovvevef did learn 
from the citplanation given by that right 
hon. gent, that it \^iis not his intention 
to movjl for an act of Indemnity to co¬ 
ver the illegality of any of the Orders in 
Council. , m 

The Chancellor of ilie Exchequer again 
(jrepSSted, that he had never stated any 
intention to bring in a bill of Indemnity 
. for the Orders in Council, because they 


involved no violation of law, and could 
not consequently reijuiro any iiuUuniii- 
fication for the parties who f.ad aihised 
them- What lie had stag'd was, that 
certain measures had been adopted under 
these Orders in Council which required 
indemnitv, ami it was fur tho>e* measures 
that the hill he proposed to bring in 
was to indeinniiy the persons \\ho had 
any share in tliem. 


iioi SE or roiins. 

Thursday, January os. 

[Vote of Thanks—I'afeoition 'io (’o- 
PLNHACKN.] Lord IfaivIiC^tbury said, he 
rose in pursuam e yif notice, to move a 
Vote of Thanks to the Oflicers ciu|)loyed 
in the expedition to (’(^enliagcii, and 
in doing so lie thought i^'uould ix' only 
necessary to detain tlu-ir lordships fur 
a short time. This motion, lu' would pre¬ 
mise, Juul no relation to the puliiy 
that attack, it merely related to tin* exe¬ 
cution of the service upon v liieli that 
expedition was sent ; and, were that ex¬ 
pedition as unjust and imiieeessarv, as 
he thought it |ust and lUMU'ssaiy, or as 
impolitic and unwise, as he thought it 
[lolitic and wise, still he would ('onleiul 
that that would he no ground of oppo¬ 
sition to a Vote of Thanks to tho^e who 
liad so ably and skilfully c\ccut<d the 
services whir h tluit rs'pedition nupurc'd. 
Li t|iis rase, lie would ^uit out of ei-nsi- 
diuMtion the poluw of the expedition, 
and (oniiiir himself to ih * manner in 
wlileh its purpose had been cairied into 
( fleet. 'J'lie ohjei t of liiat ex|)('(lition wms 
undoul)t(Hllv of great imigniiude and ini- 
portama*; that (dipn't was ohtaiii(-d by 
tile skill and ability (»f the officers em¬ 
ployed. The circumstances attending it 
were shortly these : In A|)ril last a large 
force was ordered to he prepared for the 
general pur})oscs^ of the war,‘'a part (»r 
w hich was subsequently sent to co-operate 
with the troops in Swedish Pomerania. 
When his majesty’s government after¬ 
wards received intelligence of the circum¬ 
stances attending the Treaty of 'I'llset, 
it was deemcij adviseahle to send- a large 
force to (’openiiag(-n, for the pur[)Ose of 
securing the Danish fleet, and prevtuiting 
it from being used%^inst yds country. 
This force was got ready and sailed with 
the utmost promptitude,,.witli a minister 
on board to negociate with theTOanish 
court, and thereby prevent, Sf pos8tf.>le, 
the painful necessity of resorting to at^s. 
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Ji. junction was to be fW&ied with the I 
troops in Pomerania, the commander of 
wliieh \Mis to take the command of the 
wliolt*. d'liis nect^s.sanly took up much 
time, notu ith.standin^’ ^^hicll, the fleet was 
off (’opi'iilia^en on the Slh of August*. 
Tile atiej^jiis »o induce the Danes peaec a- 
bly to <it up lluur licet, having failed, 
tlie di ,enil>ai isulion oi llie troops eom- 
inenecd on tlie KUti. d hi.s necessarily* 
took up some iiiiu’, emd uas not com- 
pU'ted nil the or 'JJrd. It was elli eted 
uilhoiU op(!o::ilicu, huL when disembark¬ 
ed, our trooj.s luvd to contend with be¬ 
tween !k) and lO.OOO men in arms, besides 
tlie |jeasantiv.* l.\cn then, another at¬ 
tempt was made to jirevent an apjjeal 
to arms, but tins also iiavlng faded, ap¬ 
proaches wcic** made tigc.lnst Cojanlia- 
geii. 'I'hc eoim.'tmd uf the army in tlui 
held was gjvcui to an hon. fiuuid of hi.s, 
major-general sir Aitlmr Widlesiey, who 
iij)on tliat (Kuasion displayed all tliat 
energy, zeal, and ability, wliich .so con¬ 
spicuously marked bis conduct uponev(‘fy 
occasion. On tlie 1st of Se|)t. tlie bom¬ 
bardment cmiiinencetl, and mi tin* Ttli a 
capitulation was signed ; thus, in a period 
of 14- or lo days the whole olijei t ol‘ the 
expedition was compliMed. It was uiidei 
these t ii cuinstauccs tliat he called upon 
the housi' for a \Otc of Thanks. lie was 
perl'eiuly ready to admit that so ('\alted 
an iiuiiour as the tlianks of I\iriiameut, 
ought not to be made too eoiumon^ bill 
ought to lie ri servcd for gH^.lr occasions, 
lie contended, however, that if in ihi.s 
case the magnitude and importance of 
the object attained was eonsidercd, and 
the skill and ability disjjlayed in the means 
by whicli it was attained, it must be 
deemed one of lliose instances w liich liigli- 
ly" descived the thanks of tliat hoi;se, nor 
did lie see on what ground it could lie 
oppo.sed. He did not think it would he 
contended^ tliat it was \mly^ the greater 
quantity of blood slied in an action, that 
entitled the coiiiannder to thanks, as, on 
the contrary, tlianks were rather due to 
a commander wlio, by skilful and judi¬ 
cious dispositions, prevented the elfusiori 
ot blood. III!, therefore, relied confident¬ 
ly on tlie disposition of the fiouse to agree 
to a Vote ol Thanks in tliis instance. 
He could not coneL4e witliout adverting 
to the proinfititude and rapidity with 
which the Dainsh ships were fitted and 
t^rougift away', and the stores jiut on board. 
Ills lordshjjj concluded by niovuig the 
Ti^nkii of the house to lieut. gen. lord 


viscount Cathcart, knight of the thistle, 
for tlie judicious and decisive measures, 
which, after exhausting every meaife of 
negoeiation, were employid by him for * 
efleetuating the surrendeu^of the Danish 
A'avy and Arsenal of Coixuihagen. 

Lord Holland rose to perform, what he 
felt to be a-most painful duty, for painful 
eej’tainly it wms to limi to retuse his assent 
to a motion of the nature of that made by 
the noble secretary of state. But as a 
member of that housi! he tlioughtit incum¬ 
bent on him to sup[)ort its dignity, and not 
to allow tlie highest honour it evmld confer ' 
on disiingui.died merit, to bectwiic a matter 
of coursi!, and to sink into a mere compli¬ 
ment. Tiiese were his grounds for op¬ 
position to the motion, and he did uot» 
imagine that any man would tluiik so 
meanly him as tfo suppose that hi.s vote 
0)1 such All occasion could be prompted by 
any personal dislike to tlie officers m 
whose favour the motion had been made. 
Kir wa^ any such feeling from lr« breast; 
what accjuaiiitance he liad with these 
noble olficers vras, indeed, but slender, 
but it was enough to fill hiinw'itli esteem 
for their jii’ivate character and professional 
merits. He perfectly agreed with the 
noble seiietary m the propriety of sepa¬ 
rating till* merits of the pre&ent motion 
from ^he quehlioii of the politii^al princi- 
{)le>. upon which the expedition had been 
midcvtakeii, and he w'ould (‘luleavour to 
observe tiiat distinction. What he should 
oiler was on the nature of the service it¬ 
self, and on the claim it had to the dis¬ 
tinction which it was proposed to bfstow 
upim it. 'Die noble .sficretary ot state had 
dwelt much on llie importance of the 
seiMce, and on the skill, plgiuent, and 
promptitude, w ith whicli itw a.i perturtned, 
As to ithe importance of tho expedition, 
another opportunity would oc cur to de- 
hvcTliis opinion of it; but, in the circum¬ 
stances that atleiided the execution of it, 
he could see nothing that was entitled to 
the honour of the th inks of that house. 
firaniii?g that service was important; 
granting that it had been performed wdth 
the utinost iibility,yet these circumstances 
alone were not of a nature to^challenge 
andjustdyso high a distinction. V/here 
w^as the dangef, wdiere the difiicul^ies that 
were to be encountered and overcome in 
the peri’orme#cc of that service Had it 
in it any of those brilliant traits that ex¬ 
cite admiration and , command rcsp^»tt ? 
had it in it any thing that redounded . 
flic glory of the country, or tonender it# / 
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an^ character more reapectecj and' 
memorable ? Xn better times*, many of the 
implant victories gained by the duke of 
Marlborough, taring the wars of the suc- 
^ssion, wcre*p^scd over without such a 
distinction, which was only bestowed upon 
the more splendid achievements of that 
great general; and latterly, the takipg of 
the litttlc town of Bastia procured for 
lord Uood the thanks of that house,although 
the same honour was not paid him for the 
capture of Toulon, and of the Frciich fleet 
in ihat port. It was not, therefore, the 
* magnitude and importance of tlie service 
that always justified the granting of this 
honour, but rather the circumstances of 
difficulty and danger through w hich it w^as 
•accomplished. It was iu this point of view 
that he objected to a vote of thanks in the 
present instance. Had it been‘proposed 
only to thank the army, he might,"tilthougli 
ki som^ measure objecting to it on the 
grounds before stated, Inne been induced 
to give it no opposition ; but when it was 
proposed also to thank the navy employed 
in this expedition, he felt liimscif compelled 
to oppose it, because there was no oppor¬ 
tunity for the display of naval skill. lie 
could not sufliciciitly impress upon the 
house the great importance of noj render¬ 
ing the high and peculiar honour of the 
thanks of parliament too common : in 
order to pneserv e its value it ought to be 
reserved for great occasions, for brilliant 
exploits and splended victories, as in the 
Roman republic triumphs were never 
granted but for the most splendid achieve- 
meiita* Jn the present instance, he thought 
there wei*e not opportunities given for the 
dtaplay of those qualities, the exercise of 
which ougfit to entitle officers to the thanks 
of pfifriiameht; and therefore, viewing the 
question as he did, entirely .upon® public 
principles, he felt himself painfully and 
reluctantly coqnipelled to oppose the mo¬ 
tion. 

The Earl of Moira said, that it was w ith 
great regret he fek himself undcr^thc ne¬ 
cessity of dillering from his noble friend. 
He approved of the manner in which the 
noble secretary had introduced the mo* 
tion. No4hmg could have been more im¬ 
proper than to have connected it with the 
politic^ expediency of the attack upon 
Copenhagen. It would have been highly 
improper, if the troops empteyed on any 
occasion should exercise*their judgment 
m *£o the propriety of the object. Tlie 
which were sent to Copenhagen 


goin^ tWoml 


'hanks, 


t under the impression that they 
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were gom^ tO'iJombat for the honour ami 
interests of fheir country. The only ques¬ 
tion, therefore, which could properly be. 
taken into consideration by tlie house was, 
whether they had well performed the 
fluty assigned to them. If that duty w as 
well performed, it would not become tlie 
house to refuse their thanks. His lordship 
was satisfied in iiis own mind, that every 
‘person engaged in that expedition had 
done his duty, and therefore he uould 
give his cordial support to the motion. 

Lord Auckland, althongli no man more 
deprecated the deviation of this t ouiitry 
from the sanctioned principles of moral 
and national justice, was still uilling to 
give his vote ofapprobvitiontor the energy, 
promptitude, zeal, and humanity, with 
which the officers who eolnmaiided, had 
executed that sad and melalicholy service. 

The Earl of Mul^are contended, that 
the manner in which the service was exe¬ 
cuted ^amplv deserved the llianks ol par¬ 
liament. With r(‘spect to thanks not be¬ 
ing voted to lord Hood, for obtaining pos¬ 
session of Toulon and the iTeneh fleet in 
that harbour, there was in that instance 
no oppoitunity for th<* display of naval or 
iiiilitarv skill, the toun having been de¬ 
livered up to tliat noble lord whilst he 
was blockading the port, by one of the 
contending factions in that place which 
had obtained the ascendancy- He could 
not admit that valour alone was a grouiul 
for voting the thanks of parliament; were 
that the case, not a week would pa.ss over 
his head in the situation which he had 
the honour to hold, hut he should ha\e 
to call for the thanks of parliament for 
exploits of the greatest bravery. Jtw’^as, 
he contended, the eminent display of skill 
aftd seieiu‘ 0 , combined with the magni- 
V^de Riifl importance of the object, that 
more peculiarly deserved that high ho¬ 
nour. In the attack upon Copenhagtm 
skill and scieme^liad eminently lieen dis¬ 
played in ,the dispositions made for the 
attainment of the desired object. The 
noble lord (Holland) seemed to think it 
possible, that he might have been induced 
to consent to a vote of thanks to the army, 
but ohjected^to one to the navy. He 
could not, however, see upon what ground 
any such distinction could be made. The 
most skilful dispositions were madfl by 
lord Gambicr in the distribution of the 
fleet under his command ^ that p^ of it 
entrusted to rear-admiral Keats, wan ex¬ 
tended for 200 miles, and ha<f for its ob¬ 
ject to cut off the communication betwfl^ 
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..Zealand and the continent. By thiiimeans 
‘ the Danish army in Holstein were prevented 
from passing into Zealand, wliieli, had 
they been enabled to do, the great object 
of the expedition might have been of 
doubtful attainment; at all events, it muist 
have been rendered a service of difficulty 
and danger. The skill, therefore, he con¬ 
tended, of admiral lord (iambier, had 
been(•ons])icliousIymanifested; but inanv 
r.ise, when the army and navy wer(* con¬ 
jointly employed, to vute thanks to one 
and not to the othrr, ( ould tciul to no 
possible good; on lh»- eontrarv, it must 
tend to excite a jealousy betu oen the iwu 
branches of our forces. It had, ht'sides, 
always been the practiee to unite them in 
votes of thanks, whoR- they were jointly 
tMiijiloved. 

Earf Gr«/»^ate lord IIowi('iv>rose and 
addressed tht' house for the first lime. 
He observed, diat no one felt more 
Btrougly than he did the propri(ny oi' 
ubstaining from any dlseussion of ge¬ 
neral measure on this oecasion. NothwuT 
could be more unbecoming a man than to 
mix any party feelings witli the tjncstion. 
The rnminer ‘in which the debate liad 
been conducted aflorded an example, that 
it was possible to disc'uss a subitHt aiisinf*- 
out of a great political fjnestion, wiihuiil 
introduciim invidious or personal obser¬ 
vation. lie rose ((M’ the purpost* rather 
of expressing his ap[)robatlonof the prin¬ 
ciples laid down hy his nohhe friend 
(lord Holland), than hi the hope of-adrf- 
ing any thing to tlie argmiuaUs hy which 
they were Supported. They, as" his ar¬ 
guments in gimeral were, vmmt unan- 
sAverable, To the conduct of the expe¬ 
dition, or to the*hierits of the officers em¬ 
ployed, be had nothing to object. They 
had done all that was expected or re"- 
qutred of them, and they wouUl have done 
mose it mon" had been rt^quired. Wliat 
ho, as well as his noblej friend, contended 
for was, that the object of the expedition 
to (he Baltic was neither V)f sufficient 
mm^nitude, nor attended with sufficient 
diffiihdty, to entitle those engaged in it 
to the thanks of that hou?5e. Ho could by 
lio means accede to the principle laid 
down the noble seorcl.ji?y of state*, that 
the magnitude of an object wa.s of itself 
sufficietil gronuds^^w the approbation oC 
parliament. Suppose a Russian flvet, 
greater than that of Denmark, in a British 
port,.i#aild that* orders W’ere .sent dmvn to 
% port gdmiral to take possession of it, 
f V the thanks of pavlia- 
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ment because he had .so disposed the men 
of \rar under his command, as to prevent 
the enemy from getting out, ancl (;onse- 
queritly surrendering ? no man would 
say was an occasion worthy of such a 
high h(»nour. When the JAvo cases united; 
w'hen magnitude of object was combined 
with difficulty of enter])rlse—these, in¬ 
deed, were fii subjects for parliamentary 
Ifonoiirs. It was far ironi his intention to 
detract in tlie smallest degree from the 
merits (if the officers engaged in the ex¬ 
ited it ion to ro])('uhag(*ii. They h?xd iio- 
tlilng to do with tlie justice or injuJ^icc 
ol the s(‘r\lcc iu wlilch they were em¬ 
ployed. The only quest ion was, whether 
thi‘y had done tlicir dut^, and xvhether 
that duly v\as a fit object for the thanks 
of that liousc. Ihit, w ould it be said, ilvaf 
the scrvj(‘es perf<irmed, and pailicularly 
l)y * the, navy, were* of that character? 
Thei’t* Avei'e liTqiien^ instances ^f large 
fleets undergoing great privations tor 
wetd\s,uaN tin'luontlis, and yctjie never 
heard that such services obtained the 
thank', of parliament. As to any difficulty 
in the cnterprize. the house had the au¬ 
thority of ministers that tlu‘rc was none. 
Had they not said, iu (me of their decla¬ 
rations, or ])ro(;lamatioiis, that they sent 
su( h a*lbrce into tin* Baltic as rendered 
any n'sistance impossible'’ It was most 
painfftl for him, rising as he did for the 
first lime in that Iiounc, to *op[)osc the 
nuUlou. He did it, however, on public 
grounds. Ibj would again repeat, that 
he had no i'ault to find with the conduct 
of the expt'dition; but he did not think 
that it w\as of that importance, or that it 
was attended with that danger or diffi¬ 
culty, which entitled those who were em¬ 
ployed in it to (he thanksthat hopsc. 

Th^ R(*soIntion was then put and car¬ 
ried. After which, a discussion took place 
on that part of the Resolution, w liich thank¬ 
ed adin. Hambicr for fitting out the Danish 
navy. It wais opposed by the duke of 
iSiortbik, earls Giey and Lauderdale,'and 
lord Holland; ami supported by lords 
Mulgrave and Ilaw kesbuvy ; and carried 
in the affirmative. Resolutions to the 
subordlnat'e oflicers, and to the troops and 
sailors employed, similar to (liose passed 
this day in tiic house of coinmq^is, were 


also agreed tb 
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into a coinnilttci* on the Act of Inst session 
regulating the. Trade hetween tins coyntry 
and the United Stnhs of America. 

Me. FaIch rrgiinletl tlim motion 
pleasure, so fiu(i^s it went to prove a dis- 
fjosition to coji^iliiitl* and maintain good 
null and amity with the American Slates; 
and it gave him still farther satisl'm lion, 
inasmuch as it seemed to indicate a jmpe 
on the part of his majestv’s ministers, tU'it 
the existing ililU’reiices would he leron- 
eiJed'and done away. lie was however, 
surprised, under the eirennistancesnow^ ex¬ 
isting* in Aineriea, to find the piovisjons 
. of flic act of J7'J7, made to cany into ef¬ 
fect the Treaty of commerce and amity 
W'ith the United .States, now [iroposed lor 
renewal, without any iTM'rve or imKlili- 
^ation. It the right hon. gent, would 
look to the })reambie of the act, he would 
find that it was IVamcd on the ])rmci]de of 
a reciprocal fi ci tlom of commercedietween 
fhe tw'(f countries. Ihit now, when the 
non-importation act*was rent wed by tlm 
Amerii'aii legislature in all its strfetness, 
and wiicn an embargo was laid in the 
American ports, was it a time for (in at 
Britain to reri-w w ithoel resei\e, all the 
indidgciices of the jiei iod.s of m<><t amica¬ 
ble relation. The act now in existence 
had five weeks of its period still toiun; 
w-as it not proper to jiause. itt leasT for a 
part of that time, in older to asty'rtain 
w'hether th(;arnvai of our einoy cxtrnoi ■ 
dinary in America, and the arri\ <il of the 
inUdirgence, that must ha\e marly at the 
Raine time been received, of the; unjust 
proceedings of ITance, might not, on more 
mature consideration, have taught the 
American government to adopt a more 
wise and moderate system ol‘ conduct ? Jf 
the embargd should*‘bc taken ofi; and the 
Non-importation act re|.‘ealcd, his olijcc- 
tioiis would no longer exist. But M’ ilie 
American government should be so urirea- 
soiiabie as to overlook the outrages of 
France, and to Require from us conces- 
*ions beyond all reason, a very d die rent 
cour.se would become us. Another reason 
why he was averse to the renewal of the 
act, W'tis the refusal of the American go- 
vtmjnent to ratify the treaty concluded 
4ast year. Many of the provisions of the 
act were incorporated in that treaty, and 
when thor American govermpent refused 
to acceptnhem in the shape of a national 
covenant, w hy should w e grant ^hem, with¬ 
out any reciprocal consideration, in the 
shape *of an act of parliament ? I 

^x. Rm said, the object of the tnea- 


sure lie proposed to renew', was to continue 
“ the provisions of the act of 17!H, in coiw 
sequence of the failuie or omission of 
making an arrangement under the 12th’ 
article of tlie treaty of 1797, m the tinm 
stipulated^ In consequence of that oiiiis- 
s*ion, it became necessary to pa>s the In- 
terctuirse act of last session, to pfCvt iit the 
trade with the United States from falling 
lo the ground. That act would expire in 
'about lour weeks. It wxmld take three 
weeks to pass a bill to renew it, anil ihere- 
I'oiT no time was to be lost. li America 
hatl precipitately taken mea.ures hostile 
to this country, it became us to show' an 
exaiiipli* of the dignity and modeiation, 
that became a great and ‘ipright nation. 
He hojH'd America would profit by so iii- 
stiurtive an example, and i slie should not, 
be .should still find a satisfaction m tiimk- 
iiig, that this country liad erred ratlier ou 
the side of forbeaiauce and deliberation 
than of anger and precipitancy. His bon. 
Iriend shouhl be awaic, that under the 
ju'ovisions of the Navigation act no Ame- 
ru'an vessel could enter the ports of this 
country, unless s[)i'cial provision were 
made l^y a^ t of parliament to that cflect. 
To make that provision was one of the 
I ohjocts <d’ the measure now proposed. 
There wa> no reason why Aiiierieaii ships 
should be excluded from bringing the pro¬ 
duce of tlicir country to our port.s, any 
mure tlian llie ships of any other natiom 
As to giviiig a power to tlie king and 
c^uuqil, why should that be done by the 
king and council, which could be done by 
tile h'gislalure, particularly at a time when 
pailiament was sitting? He proposed to 
limit the duration of the bill to the period 
of the present session of parliament, with 
a power to repeal or alter it at any time 
th;i4 it might be tliought necessary. Some 
re^ulal 1*111 was indispensably necessary, 
and this measure was the most reasonable 
that he could think of.—The house iheu 
went latotlie coinmhtec. After winch, leave 
was given to, bring in a bill to continue 
the acts passed for carrying into cflect the 
Treaty of Commerce and Amity between 
his majesty and the United States of Ame¬ 
rica. 

[Vote of hanks.—Expedition to 

Copenhagen.] l^ord Castlere 4 igh rose, 
pursuant to notice, to call the attention of 
the hou.se to the late Ifrvices of his m’a'^ 
ty's'arrny and navy in the Baltic. What¬ 
ever difference of opinion there migjt^ be 
as to the political character of the Expedi* 
ijion In this housej he flattered biAaelt tha| 
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430 jRfllrrence would exist on the pro]>osi' 
iionrVe was about to submit. It had al- 
M^\y8 hfM'ii the custom to consider the 
4!;ervices rendered ])y his nmjesty’s army 
and navy in carrying into edcct the orders 
with which they were entrusted, dislinclly 
and separately from the merits ot‘ the 
policy which his jiinjestyA' mini ;ter: 

were actuated in issuing those oiders. 'i’his 
JKUJR? established custom, he should, 

certrtirly not be the first to dtwiate from 
so w iseAuid projMM* a pr,u'ticc. It nas a 
justice duXh> the anny and the navy, wlio 
>vere nc ver\ all(*d upon to decide as to 
the proju iet^N^r iin[)ropriety, nor to luix 
their conduct with that of those by whose 
iinpulM* they OTtcd, and who alone uere 
lespon^ihle lor liie ])ri 4 lcnco, justice, wis¬ 
dom, and \nA\ci of Uic j)lans they direi ted 
to be <arri^l»into exeiution.. It uas, 
therefore, due to the arin\' and navy to 
look only to the execution, which was 
the distinct service that full to tlieir ( barge. 
But it was not to the ariuv and navy alone 
that tins distinct consideratii n now w^is 
a ])Oint of justice, hut abo to the gf iithunen 
in the house wdio might difli'r tioni his 
majesty*s ministers as to tlie projiriely of 
the plans that might lie carried into effect. 
Those gentlemen wa)uld naturally wish to 
hear testimony, as warmly as any olliers. 
to tlv\‘ meritorious conduct of his majesty’s 
anny and navy ; luit they would find dif¬ 
ficulty in doing so wnh satisfacium, if the 
merits of the army and the navy were 
not submitted in a shape wholly di^tiiu*! | 
from the i onduct of ministers. The only 
question ihat could be entertained on the 
particular service for which he jiroposed 
to ask the thanks of the house was, whe¬ 
ther, taking th<* wdiole character of the 
acliievcnuuit, the difficulties that 
overcome, and the manner of surinouiitftig 
them, the ecuuluet of the army and navy 
in whole of the ]»roceednigs was such, 
as toctill for the greati reward a grateful 
nation ciTuld hestow’—the thanks of the 
country by the organ of its rnjiresenUitive 
body, lie submitted this motion, with a 
lull consideration of tlie jealousy wdlh 
which parliament ought alw ays to guard 
against giving the distinguished sanction 
of its’aj)probation to services, not of an 
amount sufficient to entitle them to this 
high rtwvard. Wit^ respect to tlie nature 
and amount of the service performed at 
Copenhagen, there could be but one opi¬ 
nion ^ to its being of the highest impor¬ 
tance. Whether the magnitude of the 
oijectthal called forth the exertion, the 


extnit of the means rniployed, or the re¬ 
sult ^)f the enterprise was considered, 
there w ould h*ardly be found in the history 
of this country, an enterpi^' in which the 
exertion of naval and military skill and 
poivrr had been put fortli* w ith so much 
energy and ( fleet. lie allowed the cx- 
((‘j>tions which the hoii. gentlemen op¬ 
posite had to the exjiedition, in a moral 
aifd political jioint of view, might in 
their eyes take from the value of the 
siavKa* rendered to tin* country. But, so 
large a naval 1 orce not only rescued from 
the hands of the enemy, but addej to%ur , 
own naval power, coidd not surely be 
consideu d in any otlier light than as an 
ac(('ssion of strength tfiat railed for a 
just tribuli' of ap[jrobation and acknow¬ 
ledgment to those by whom it was ob-* 
tallied. ^Jl was a more natural question 
to examine wdietherthe diihculties opposed 
to our torce were of such a natm'c and 
amount as to constitute a claim to a very 
high dpgrie (»f credit for having over*^ 

( omc them, and on this head he conceived 
that ho ol)serv(*d a sort of scepticism on 
the other side, and to some, though not 
any considerahle ( Xteiit, out of doors. 

It was argued by those persons, that the 
operation iiad been so i;a.sy, so simple, so 
little atfuuided Avith opposition or difficul¬ 
ty, that the army and navy were not 
entithtrl for its accomplishmenl, to that 
mode of thanks which, on otluh* occasions, 
it was usual to bestow on them. He, 
hoAA ever, knew Avellj that there had been 
ddhcultic ^ of very serums magnitude to 
overcome. It was certain, that his majes¬ 
ty’s ministers, when they liad hec*n de¬ 
termined on the painful duty of under¬ 
taking this expedition, at a very^ critical 
conjuncture, had at the siflne tftuc, |elt it 
ilieumbent (ui them to prepare such^ a 
force,* as, by^ taking away all hope of 
effectual resistance, would force Denmark 
to a quiet submission to the demands 
made in his majesty’s name, or enforce 
comjdiance, witli the least possible loss 
to lusunajesty^s fore A and to the Danes, 
Avhose blood it Avas equally a matter of 
desire and of feeling to spare. On this 
principle, the force that was already in 
the Baltic for the purpose of tfo-opcratinc 
wdth the king of Sweden, wa^ ordereS 
to meet ihe*i’orce that was .sen ^directly 
from this country, and never, certainly, 
did a more'^fficieiit army tippear ii^ any 
part of the world to assert the cause, 
of this country. Now% as to the oppdly^ 

, tion this army had to encounter, it wa^ 

m2 ' 
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a false notion that Dvnwaik was wholly 
uttpreparcd to resist on the side of Zea¬ 
land. It was rtot tjic fcictj that the whole 
military force of Denmark was collected 
in Holstein. I<iom the best inquiry, it 
had been ascoi:lfained, that exclusive of 
the citizens and jjeasaiits who formed 
irregular corps, there were not less than 
35,000 men who had been trained,and 
accustomed to bear arms in the servia^e 
of the kirig of Denmark, including regu¬ 
lar and militia forces, seamen and marines. 
The garrison of Copenhagen was 15,000, 
that ot Cronenburg 4,000, and the force 
in ttie xjountry, attacked and dispersed 
h'y sir Arthur Wellesley, was 10 , 000 , 
making altogether 35,000. ^J'his force 
Was always ojien to increase by rein- 
fcreements from the oilier islands. Tlu 
Belt could not be always sufticdentlv 
funded to prevent suc h reinfortemrnts 
from being thrown in, and they'had,' in 
mrt, he§n thrown in to some amount, 
rile town of Copenhagen, so far as its 
extent admitted, was equal to anv for¬ 
tress, and from t|ie nature of the "works 
bv which it was surrounded was incapa¬ 
ble of surprise. The works towards the 
sea were, in fact, invulnerable ; and on 
the land side, the nature of the ditch 
rendered it extremely difficult aiyl dan 
gerous, if not impossible to approach. 
Ihese difficulties were not to be estimated 
at nought, though they ultimately gave 
way to a bombardment, against which 
It was impossible to hold out. With re¬ 
spect to the time in which the .service 
^a.s accomplished, it was of the utmost 
iinpoi’t^nce that every expeilitioii should 
be used ; and when gentlemen tonsi- 
dered the difficulty of land mg and brinir- 
ing up heav,y ordnance to the extremity 
ot a liil^ which extended four miles fiom 
the landing place, and when it jvas eftnsi- 
dered, that the whole ot this difficult and 
arduous and im|3ortant preparation was 
completed between the Idth of August 
and the 2d of Sept, when the town was 
summoned to surrendtr, the zeal and^dili- 
gence with which tins part of the .service 
had been executed would be found deserv- 
«ig ot the highest commendation. *^1110 dis¬ 
position on vjiichthe British commanders 
had acted, was evinced in the summons 

fhix ready ttt commence 

the bombSrdment. It was certainly right, 

2 shoul*be allow- 

great operations.*which could 

of defence^ no other actions 
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had taken place before the grand attack. 
The most favourable conditioas were nter*"' 
ed, and it was not till the Danes refused to 
come to any terms, that a single gun was ' 
fired. No one lamented more than he did 
the fatal cfiectsof the attack;but if the place 
w'as to he reduced at all, the mode of eject¬ 
ing that ob ject that had been resorfed to w’’as 
certainly the best. A regular siege would 
have been atte nded with more loss on the 
part of the Briti.sh, as ^vell as of the T^ahe.s, 
Nothing but the smallness of the iOss sus¬ 
tained by the British could be uieaded in 
diminution of the success obtelicd by the 
British. This arose, not froi^i^any want of 
means on the f>yrt of the eiv<iny to do in¬ 
jury. The killed and woun^'^^d on our part 
were no more tlnq 300 ilien. But the 
small loss sustained was a r rcumstance to 
add to, ralher than to take ^i;om, the me¬ 
rit of our commanders. When tlie whole 
character of the transaction, the number 
of men the enemy had in arms, their faci¬ 
lities of.'Tcciving reinforcements, the diffi- 
(ulty of reducing so large a place at so 
late a peiiod of the year, and the impos- 
dhility of ejecting the reduction by any 
other sort of attack than that described; 
when all these things were considered, he 
had no hesitation to say, tliat the army and 
navy had atchleved a service as gieat a.s 
any that had ever been performed by a 
British force ; they had atchieved that ser¬ 
vice in the most e jectual manner, and the 
liumanity and generosity which distin- 
gtfisho'l the whole of their conduct, both 
in hostility and m vmroryi shed a fresh 
lustre over their g!o!(in this last point 
certainly the re < ould he hut one opinion, 

both within doors and without_Having 

thus fill* endi avoin ed to db justice to the 
merits of the army, he should not satisfy 
hisft‘elings if he did not do a similar justice 
to ,thc Other departments. It wa.s not 
usual for parliainmit to take notice of the 
merits of the dcj)m {mciits that w'cre con¬ 
cerned in tile outfit of expeditions ; and 
the persons employed in those departments 
w^ere as little disposed to take merit to 
themseives. The time at which the ex¬ 
pedition was sent out, and the ejectual 
manner in which every part of the prepa¬ 
ration, naval and military, was brought in 
aid of the object, Vailed Vor a share ofac- 
knowdedgnient to all th^co-operators. If 
it WMS wise to undertake the expedition ut 
all, il was doubly incumbent to lose no 
time. Delay woufd have increased thedi ji- 
culty andthe eventual loss to this^ country 
^nd to the Danes. There was no t*only thi^ 
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of the Dane.^t drawing their army frgm 
JtolSV'in to Zealand, but the French army 
of tO.CfOOinert, under the comniand of mar- 
.shal Hernadutte,thenonthe frontiers of that 
jjirovince, made no secret of its destina¬ 
tion.—A considerable British force was 
already prepared for service on tlic* conti¬ 
nent ; h\ft it was necessary, in altering the 
destination, to nuike a material change in 
tlie equipment of this force, by furnisliing; 
it the means of carrying on a siege. 
A larire^^iniiiber of transports Avcrc col¬ 
lected, bn their destination was to lie al- 
tcM'ed. AiYiordnan(‘e train, the largest 
ever sent fr\u this country, was to be 
prepared and ymbarked. All tliese pre- 
jiaiMtions Merli ina<le between the 19th 
July, when hisInajesty’s ministers, having 
sliortly beforcJrcccived the information 
which deterinmed them, took his majes¬ 
ty’s p]('asure as to the propriety of the 
expedition and issued their orders accord¬ 
ingly, to the ,‘lOth of the same month, when 
the cxjjetlitlon sailed, completely piv)iared 
and eijuipped in eV(M*y matter essentialjto 
a Heel and army. It was certamly in a 
great measure owing to the exertions of 
the Transport and Victualling Boards,aml 
the Hoard of Ordnance, that a Hntisli 
force of ,()()() men w^as assembh'd ready 
to act 111 tin' Baltic before the midille of 
August.—Having thus pointed out the mi- 
litarv merits of the enterprise, and the 
useful co-operatioii of the public boards, 
he submitted to the liniise, whether a great 
injustice would not be don(‘ iftliosi merit* 
wi're not acknowledged, w liatcvcr doubts 
some might eritertam t)f the moral justice 
and good policy of the enterprise. He 
( ould not think of the magnitude of the 
lesuit without Weing satisfi»*d, that the 
service called for thi* acknowledgment of 
parrMineiit. If the navy had not done^o 
much a.s the army, yet he had no bcsitiv 
tian4^say, that though it was not prudent 
to brmg the men of wgr to act directly 
against the formidable defences of Oo[)en- 
hagen towards the sea, they hnd rendered 
the most important service in chec king 
the small craft, that woujd otherwise have 
annoyed the flank of the British army, 
im|)eded its operations, and added much 
to the loss of men. Certal»ly, never was 
greater exertion displayed in the equip¬ 
ment of a navy, than^jvas exhibited by the. 
British seamen at Copenhagen, in fittipg 
out 1 H sail of the line, besides frigates and 
smalleii vessels, m six weeks. It was true, 
these shi[)s w^ere in a higher state of pre¬ 
servation tlian was usual for ships lying 


' in ordinary, and such as to indicate an ap- 
‘pear^ince of preparation for aotive ser¬ 
vice, but th^re was yet much to be^done 
in the way of equipment, j^'he noble lord 
concluded with moving, ^*^hat the thank» 
of the house be given to fieut. general thfs 
right hon. lord viscount Cathcart, knight 
of the most ancient order of the Thistle, 
commander of his majesty's forces in the 
nwth of Europe, for the judicious and de¬ 
cisive measures, which, after exhausting 
every means of negotiation, were employ¬ 
ed by him for ctlectuatiiig the suifendfer 
of the Danish Navy and Arsenal of Copitn- 
liagon." The Resolution being read from 
the chair, 

Mr. Windham, notwithstanding the dis¬ 
tinction taken by the noVde lord, felt him¬ 
self under the disagreeable necessity of op-* 
posing the present motion; and if such 
had.been his opinion before, certainly no¬ 
thing that had been said by the nc^le lord 
could have the efiect of altering his deter¬ 
mination. It w^as unpleasant to object to 
a motion of this kind, because iFie party 
principally interested w’as brought before 
the house by no fault of its own. It was 
unpleasant to abject to what was asked in 
their name, though not by them. It was 
unpleasant also, because there w as an idea 
tliat w'htrc praise was withheld there was 
an intention to cast blame, (’ertainly, 
liere there w as no room for any such con¬ 
struction as that, for he subscribed most 
heartily and rhearfiilly to all that had been 
said of the meritorious conduct of the army 
and navy in ail that had been done; they 
had done all that men ought to do. The 
moderation and temper with whicl! they 
had conducted themselves, served to miti¬ 
gate tlie harshness of the eiNcrprise on 
which they were employed. It wa^ cer¬ 
tainly right to keep the merits of the army 
and nJvy distinct from the merits or de¬ 
merits of ministers ; and to separate the 
consideration of the orders /roni that of the 
execution. But it was not so easy to 
separate and keep distinct the nature and 
character of the service. The nature of 
the service was alw'ays one of the indispen¬ 
sable rules by w'hich public gratitude was 
measured. * In all military annals, there 
were instances of as great persortal merit in 
the minutest actions, as in operations on 
the largest scale; in single ships, in Ruggers 
and schooners, in packets even, si^here 
was lately a Ol-illiant example, above sk, in 
actions of boats*. In all these cases t\^e 
was as much courage, as much 
much heroism, as much true cjontempt 
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death as in the engagements of great fleets 
and 'irmies; y^t thc.se ca.ses were not con¬ 
sidered of Eufiicient magnitude to call for 
the Aanks of .parliament. It was al.so 
beyond a questrSi, that there was greater 
merit in eflectiw^ a judicious retreat be¬ 
fore a superior enemy, than in hazarding a 
battle under every prospect of defeat. 
The sanction of the approbation of parlia¬ 
ment would be particularly called for rti 
such a case to rescue merit from ignorant 
censure. Success was no criterion in point 
of justice, but in point of practice it was; 
was only aslheemanaiictn of national 
* exintation, upon great success and great 
public service, that tlie thanks of parlia¬ 
ment ought properly to be regarded. \Vc 
should be able to say, Uhis is a subject on 
^hich every heart gives a lof».sc to joy; this 
is the expression of the geneial feeling, 
and the triumph is made manifest by ihe 
gratefuLacknowledgmcnl.s of the legisla¬ 
ture/ JDUt who could say that the piesent 
was a case in which every heavl expired " 
This was fTot a case similar to that in which 
British troops had conqiu red the con¬ 
querors of the world; where those who had 
assumed the title of invincible were met 
.without any advantage of numbers, man 
to man, and yielded to the superiority 
of British prowess. That, indet^l, was 
a triumph on which every British bosom 
exulted; that was a triumjih \vort}i#fi'ty 
navies of Denmark. But this was not 
the feeling on which his nraje^ty’s miiii''- 
ters acted, any more than those, self- 
erected tribunals, formed proliably at 
'first upon good intentions, but tlireateumg 
to become in the end a most sei ions mis¬ 
chief to the country,—who while they 
think but little orBattles of Maida, the 
sources only .ofi national glory, know no 
bounds to their exultation on any mea¬ 
sures w hich promise to open .ii soiif'ce of 
cammercial speculation; who set them¬ 
selves up, not merely as the rivals, but as 
the opponents, of the king's tribunals; 
who acquit where those condemn; w ho cry 
up to the skies thoseVhom the others have 
pronounced to be ollenders; who set at 
nought the rules by which his maje.sty 
means his service to be govertied; who 
teach an ofifccr to say, ' no matter what 
^nvy profession thinks or what the king’s 
courts ^Jecidc, I have othew re.sources to 
I have other cards in hand ; 

||^loses, Knave wins;' lfl«m a culjirit 
' ati prtsxnouth, 1 may still ITe wliat isrnuch 
er, a hero at Lloyds.' The noble . 
Twas, no doubt, thoroughly saiiTied of L 
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the genera/ cxiilt'itioii of the country^ at 
the siicce.ss of the expedition; I)ut/'’'the^ 
pain he afteinvards expre.sscd hiriself to 
have felt arrested his iis.scrrion, and did 
more justice to his disfiosition and prin- 
cjplc.s. Ifpainwasto make part of the 
sensationi^ excited, the joy could not lie 
very complete. It was not m ftet, nor 
ought to he, that unmixed eftiision which 
V'c w'itness in llie country on any of those 
occasions which really and truly as 
it wane by acclamation, call the 

thanks of this house, but tfi'**.' sort of 
sober, cliasti-ed, .subdued j^y'if joy was 
to be felt at all, wlmh a Xithey would 
feel on he iring that his son^ lib* was safe, 
but savefl by an operatioiirw hii h was to 
leave him a suirerer#mfl a|>’nj)[)le all the 
rest of his days. It was imt in tlii.s .state 
of minri. u(»r for snrcesse.s <fl this descrij)- 
tion, that a nation indulged in public re¬ 
joicings, or pourrd tbrtb its acknow ledg- 
nu'iits to tho.se by w hom th«‘s<* successes 
bad benn obtanu'd, bow ever meritorious, 
Imlividually, tlu'ir < maduct might ha\e 
been. National thanks implied national 
rejoicing; and national reioicing did not, 
belong to tlie present occasion. It was 
on thi.s principle that lie heard watb pain 
and disgust the firing of ihe Park and 
Tow'cr guns, on the day wdieii the news 
arrived. It w'as a call for exultation on 
an Off asinn, wliere sorrow for the necessity 
of Using forf'c, and synijiathy for the .suf¬ 
ferings biought upon t!,e Dnirs, w i*. in 
tTie mouths (»f his maj« ly’s ministers, and 
in the Iv arts of the l>nti U jX'ojjh*. it 
was not nundv a want of propiiety that 
was to be eomplained of in sin h an inju- 
di< ionsdemoiistiatifin, but WMiit fd' polie\ , 
as we might vet ha\e t^ sutli-r a severe 
penalty from lla* wraili of ,m ( xa^peraNxl 
jx'ftplf*. Hiivvf'Vf r sti ikmg’s' uku itorious, 
tb^-nToiV, the conduct ot lie- anus and 
navy might liave been, they must bvve 
been content, on tfiis as on so m!m\'()ther 
occasion-', to la-niain witliout thaf last aiul 
liighe.sl rewind, the thanks of this houst*. 

If neither tin* practice mu* judit y of the 
country would adniit, of such reward be¬ 
ing given In the present instance, if ac¬ 
cording to the practice, generally, ii' not. 
invariably o/iserved, sucfi an exj*fe.s.sioii 
of the public gratitude would imply scni- 
tiiinnUs, which the t^nnitry neither did 
nor ought to feed, and wdncii it would be 
in tlu‘, highest dc gia injurious bfith to its 
cluiracter and to its niten«.ts, to bt; sup¬ 
posed to feel, the army and navy could 
not complain, though a rew'ard w^as with* 
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which they themselves must be con- 
of having equally deserved, as far 
as thcTi\own merit was concerned, in a 
thousancPinstances wh*'re yet it was never 
at all ill their conteiripKition. All this, 
supposing tlie sorvire to be of as high a 
character as he had been liilherto willing 
to take t^r granted ; but he was prepared 
to go tlie length of saying, that as a mere 
inilttary and naval proee^eding, tlie ser¬ 
vice v'ls not one entitled to the thanks of 
the lioiV e. The army and navy did all 
they could ; but wiiai was (i(‘ne did not 
deseive ihe^tlianks of the house. The 
noble lord V .jis checked at times in the 
merit he was dealing out to the army and 
navy, lest he fl|;(ai!d take too mu(di from 
himself and hit* colleagues : on the other 
iiand, he did njft well know how to jjraise 
Inmself and UiSin, without cutting up the 
foundatloii^T wliat he was to sav of the 
two servieos. He was at a loss whether 
to ta]v(' it in me.il or in malt. 'Mien tlie 
noble had sei med to think tlio gl(»r\ Ix*- 
loiigevl to till' tran^jioil amt vn.tualliijg 
boai ds, and thus w liiU iJiese bo irds did the 
:>‘‘iMee the army and navy wa ie thanked. 
The fitting out viud bringing away ^hlJ)s 
was certainly a service, but ituai^ a service 
t)f labour, siu li as might be jieribriiied at 
Portsmouth or Plymouth, as well as at 
Copenhagen. At this rate, public thanks 
and rewaials might be giv- o at one end 
of an expedition a.s well as at the otluu*, at 
the out-fit not less than at tin* eom lusion. 
Vet he had nevi r heard of a eommissKimei'* 
of a dock-yard who Iiad lieeii made a 
peer ; nor of a master attendant who had 
a red ribband. In oilier cases, the titles 
of the honounal commandeis had been 
taken from the scMie of action ; siicli were 
tlii‘ titles of earl St. Vincent, lord Nelson 
of the Nile, and lord Duncan of Canipei- 
down. Was a similar reference to bfv 
rnad^jiii the case in (piestion, the title 
imgbtpK'luips be approprjate cnongli, Co- 
penbagoii deeming to signify, according 
to its etymology, the harbour of mer¬ 
chants and traders,” but he did not con¬ 
ceive that any one would be much dis¬ 
posed to contend, that the assumption 
would be very desirable in the* present 
instance; A yet stronger gnteriun was 
the omission of what liad licen uaial on 
all occasions to wlpc^i this preti fideil to 
be .similar, the striking a medal lo < 0111 - 
memorate the service, in the name oIF 
ridicule,luid coniinon sense, what would 
have been the emblems that such a medal 
xnus^ have Contained ? Instead of masts 


' fulling, ships exploding, actions yard-arm 
aiidtyard-ann, we must iuife had nothing 
but men enfployed in rolling tar barrels, 
or working cranes, packages of hemp, 
lighters and wherries.witir spars in tow; a 
scene, in short, for Tower vvlfarf or the West 
India docks.—The noble lord said, ithad not 
been judged prudent to bring tlie Jiritish 
lleot.to act against the batteries of Copeu- 
liAgen, anil tluit was the reason why the 
ships were not more actively employed ; 
then came the ciimmissioners of victualling, 
then the extraordiridry preparation Jo pre¬ 
vent the Danes from being prepared to I'^et 
Us with adequate resistance, tlien the great 
amount of the Danish jireparaiioiw, and 
then the merit of the Transport Board. 
Thus, what the noble lord gave with one 
hand he took aw^ay with the other. Govern¬ 
ment sent a force sullicient to render re- 
sistryice unavailing ; and in this principle 
they were right ; then came the dhhcul- 
tics to lie conquered and the resistance 
\\ Inch Jt was such a merit to have over- 
c.une. Th* n the noble lord said a i’orce 
had been collected wliich w'as sufficient to 
render sui'ees^ difficult and doubtful, and 
ihi> laid till' foimdaiion f>r a compliment 
to the skill ot the comm.uirb r. It w^as not 
to be (lonl)ted, that the zeal of the Da¬ 
nish inlyib:! ints h'd them to do every 
thing that could be expcu,' d from them : 
but thrty wir<‘ not a ioia e of such u de¬ 
scription, as an officer bred \o regular 
warfare would take credit to himself for 
having overcome, lie thought it a thing 
to be dejirecated tliat in tlie midst of the 
services eviry day passing, any glofy 
should be taken from the reduction of Co¬ 
penhagen. The fact v^^as, the city was 
reduced by the distress brought on it by 
the bombaniment. lie did*not *con(^emn 
the bombardment as a means of reducing 
the towli, if the town was to be reduced, 
but he did not tlilnk it a foundation on 
which to build a structure wf glory.—On 
thesi; grounds, <v)nsidenng the question 
as entirely distinct from the conduct of 
his majesty’s ministers,* he did not think 
tile service deserving the thanks of the 
liouse. To bestow such a reward where it 
WTis not des^rYed, was to undervalue arid 
degrade the rew ard itself. It w’ftuld have 
the cllect of diminishing the estimation 
of it, where it»had been already ^ven, 
and to sink the ambition to seek it ii^u- 
ture. He ag.?in lamented the iiiarkAof 
exultation so infproperiy displayed, Sjl 
way of contrast, he supposed, to the actualV 
3 'yrovv that prevailed. He also lament«d, s 
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koiwever high his personal respect for the^ 
fcidbidtiafls, tlie grant of the peerage to 
lord Pathcart and lord GamlJier. He had 
€he pleasure of jmowing and living in some 
degree on terms of friendly intercourse 
with both, anJ’Jjad a high esteem for their 
characters, both in their profession and 
out* of it. lord Cathcart wsw a soldier, 
the son of a soldier, and tlie father of 
soldiers, and had served meritoriously In 
the aimy ever since the American vi ar ; 
and lord Gambier, thoiigh but little em¬ 
ployed for many years in active service at 
, was remembered as a sharer in the 
memorable victory of lord Howe on the 
1st of June, and as having contrived to 
distinguish himself, so far as a single cap- 
Jtain could, in that distinguished action. 
Still he thought the services performed by 
them on this occasion did not. warrant 
that exertion of the prerogative in ^heir 
favour,nnd he highly blamed hisniajestv's 
ministers for advising their sovereign to 
grant tl^ese honours, and for proposing 
these thanks. If any thing should be ke[>t 
distinct from party feeling, it was the 
granting of these naval and military re¬ 
wards, without any other motive than the 
- consideration of mere military merit. 
Would the honours bestowed on these offi¬ 
cers acquit the noble lord of the^ censure 
that would attach to the nature of the expe¬ 
dition ? Would it not rather be concluded, 
that being granted witli that view, they 
only served to aggravate the greater and 
weightier offence which had been already 
committed ? This sort of grant was an 
instance of the worst species of ininis- 
teriaTcorruption, in as much as it went to 
the destruction of. that fund of honorary 
rewards, in which the poorest man in the 
country, iVthe base were properly explain¬ 
ed to him, or even without any ejjplana- 
tion, on the pure impulse of feeling, would 
be sensible that his interest was more ma¬ 
terially involved and affec'ted, than in the 
most wasteful expenditure of the produce 
of the taxes. A jiension if unworthily 
bestowed on one, \vould remain a^’recom- 
pence of no less value for another ; but a 
title of honour, or a vote of thanks, would 
sink in value, both as to the p*ast and the 
future, upon every misapplication that the 
granting of either w^as subjected to. The 

f 'as now called upoh by lavislring 
to cast a false lustre on an act of 
I justice and policy ;*^it was hoped 
Is vote would have an effect, not 
in its principle though opposite in 
atjpn, to those forfeitures of bo* 


itours, and apparently increased severit^,^ 
in punishment, wdiirh, in former ^me^ 
were devised to cast an additions horror 
on crimes. Bui the nature of the strata¬ 
gem would be canvassed and exposed, and 
the public w'ould join him in thinking such 
distinction a shame rather than an honour- 
It w^ould be like the case of a worthy lia- 
ronet (sir Brooke Watson) bite a member 
/)f that house, who having to go in the citV' 
pageant on lord mayor's day, 
asked what he intended to d^vith his 
w ooden leg, answ'ored, w'ith grf^good hu¬ 
mour, that he meant to gij 6 it. Wliile 
there seemed, in fact, a soi^ of propriety, 
that in the midst of so i^ich splendoui 
nothing; so plain should zKpear as an or¬ 
dinary W'ooden Ic g^ it wowld on the other 
hand have been siipremeW Indirrous, to 
set off ostentatiously wdwitr it must Ik 
wished to conceal, to dec orate a defect, 
to attract attention and notice to w hat could 
be regarded only with regret and pain. 
This was exactly, however, what his ma- 
jej^ty^s ministers w'ere doing r They w ere 
gilding theif w'ooden leg, and exfio.sing it 
to public mockery, by endt'avouring to get 
a false honour for themselves, at the ex¬ 
pense of the bon. ( ommandors. The .ser¬ 
vice perfornr^d w'as not such as to merit 
the honour or the thanks: and tlierefore, 
he, acting on the same principle on which 
ho declined moving a vote of thanks for 
the capture of the Cape of (mod Hope, 
protested against the misapplication of a 
mos^ sacred trust, which ought never to 
be exercised without the greatest circum¬ 
spection, and which w^nild be soon de¬ 
stroyed if exercised inconsiderately or im¬ 
properly. 

Mr. Brand declined dntering at all up¬ 
on the merits of the service, in wdiiohthat 
part of the army and navy had been em¬ 
ployed, to w'hi(di it was proposed to vote 
the thanks of the house, but he depi^e^^vatcd 
the coming to a«resolution, W'hicK w'ouhf 
])reclade tin* house from aftenvards com¬ 
ing to a dtV'lsion upon the policy of the 
expedition. One of the grounds on which 
the expedition w^as justified, was the alleg¬ 
ed weakness of Denmark to defend herself 
had she been attacked by France, and he 
conceived, that it would be altogether in¬ 
consistent to pass a vote of thanks for a 
sen^ice wdiich derived its principal in^por- 
tajnee from the degree of resistance wnich 
those employed in it had to encounter. 

The Chancellor of the''Exchequer 
that the motion now before, the houae^ 
would by no means hare the effect pre- 
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by the hon. gent., and that it nei- 
tner e^ered into the contemplation of his 
noble ^nd, who proposed, nor of the 
right h6n. gent, who opposed the resolu¬ 
tion, that it in any way pledged the house 
to an opinion upon the merit or demerit of 
those wiio planned the expedition. He 
wished that that * right hon. gent, had so 
discussed the question inmiedlately before 
the house, as not at least to afford strong 
ground of suspicion, that his mind was 
very mu\ h prejudiced upon the question 
not now be. |>re them. He would not how¬ 
ever, be ten nted by any thing that had 
fallen from tl e right lion. gent, to trans¬ 
gress the limits of the present question, 
not even to rejHy to the charge, that mini¬ 
sters had plan ^.ed the*expedition from no 
other than thj paltry motive of keeping 
their pla^i^; the solidity and*justice of 
which h^ should leave with the cool judg¬ 
ment of the house, and the cool judgment 
of the right hon. gent, himself. What he 
meant now to observe was, that ^lie rea¬ 
soning of the rt. hon. gent., if corroborated 
by the decision of the house, would be 
extremely prejudicial to the public ser¬ 
vice. He seemed to be of opinion that no 
service was entitled to the thanks of parlia¬ 
ment, except it was the cause of a gene¬ 
ral and triumphant feeling, rompleatly 
unmixed with any regret, and that there 
could be no merit, under any circumstan- 
ce.s, either in a retreat or defeat, to entitle 
it to such an honour. He begged leav^, 
in opposition to this doctrine, to remind 
the right hon. gent, that adm. Cornwallis 
received the thanks of the house for the 
judgment and bravery which he displayed 
in presence of superior force, when no 
engagement, and consequently no victory, 
took }>lace. The thanks of the house Jiad 
also been voted to the governors^ of Ma¬ 
dras and Bombay, for their activity^in 
fon\ .^ing the views of the governor gene¬ 
ral of^engal. Wheh lord Mood took 
possession of Corsica, unaccompanied with 
any of the circumstances wfiieh the right 
hon. gent, had contended were necessary 
to the establishment of such a claim, he 
had received the same mark of approba¬ 
tion. . The very circumstance of the ser¬ 
vice in question being paififul to the feel¬ 
ings of those employed in it, he considered 
additional reason why it should not 
pass unrewarded; and if any thing more 
than ailother qould add to the merit of the 
dffibdlrs empldyed in the expedition against 
Cbpetihagen, it was their having obtained 
^ oheap and bloodless victoryj com-* 
VOL. X. 
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parison of what it would have been had 
they batter«id and stormed the’ town, in 
which case, perhaps the right hori.tgent. 
would have had no obje(jJ;ion to their re¬ 
ceiving the thanks 6f pajdiament. For 
his part, he conceived that their conduct 
\^as highly meritorious for its temper and 
moderation. At the same time, they had 
t^ke’n care not to hazard the object they 
had in view. The right hon. gent, ap¬ 
peared a.so to think, that nothing had 
been done by the navy, and that if the 
thanks of the house were voted *to the 
army, at least they ought not to be ^ed • 
to the navy. Could a single instance be 
found of a conjunct expedition, in which 
because one description of force did only 
all that it could do, the thanks of parlia^ 
inent w here w ithheld from it ? Even when ‘ 
the navy had only landed the troops in 
Egypt, 4br instance, in which although the 
iiiivy certainly made excellent lurrange- 
ments for the disembarkation of the army, 
yet b f the latter the victory wa^ won, fqi* 
w hich the thanks of parliament were voted 
to both. He hoped the house would make 
no distinction between the services. He 
hoped the house would separate the pre¬ 
sent question from the question of the 
policy of the measure. He hoped the 
house A^ould not refuse their thanks to the 
officers engaged in this expedition, because ' 
they^ad executed a painful^ and heart¬ 
breaking duty. (A cry of hear! hear!) 

He repeated, that it certainly was a pain¬ 
ful and heart-breaking duty. He had never 
contemplated the subject, either before or 
since the expedition had ^taken effect, but 
as a most painful duty. Still, how^iver,^ it 
was a duty. It had liven performed with 
as little injury to the power attacked 
as possible. The question • was, v^iether 
the Ij^use would refuse their approbation 
to officers, V ho had rendered a most im¬ 
portant service to the nation, by diminish¬ 
ing that force, which, lAit for their ex¬ 
ertions, would probably, ere this, have 
been joined w ith the^enemy in the' inva- ' 
sion oT this country. 

Mr. Tierney said, the only distinct 
ground which had been stated, which he 
could understand, was, that our arniy and 
nary had been sent on a niost |)ainful duty, 
and had conducted themselvti with aff 
possible moderation. He Vas nM at aR 
inclined to dispute this stateinentj^ut he 
did not think .this was exactly tKat^rt of 
merit which was to be rewarded byq||^r- 
ages, and the highest honours which 
state had to bestow. Was it jjjpposed thaj l 
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humanity was a quality so rare in this, 
country,end that the tVelings of our olKccrs 
by land and hv soar were so diflereut from 
the general feelings of the English nation, 
that it was ab.^lute^y nec essary to give 
them the thanWofparlianicnt fur not ac t- 
ingin a manner uirvvorthy of the British 
character ? In considering tlio spcec lies ol* 
the noble lord (Castlercagh;) and* tlu* 
right hon. the chancellov of the ex(il^- 
qiier, it appeared to him that the lailei 
had spoken with nnu li greater ailvantage 
tiian ^he noble mover. Tlic right bon. 

bad heard a speech from his riglit 
hon. friend (Mr. Windham,) and tliat 
furnished him with something to say by 
way of reply. The noble lord, howc’ver, 
had no such aclvantage ; lie was to make 
\>ut a case, or rather to make a long 
ingenious speech A\hen he had ^no case 
stt all. In this kind of eifort, the nf*ble 
lord W’js generally very succe ssful; for 
he certainly possessed the dexteiitv and 
ingenuity of maling as much out c^f* little 
as any n/ember in that liousc. ITie right 
hon. gent, had supposed his right hon, 
friend to liave said, that ministers had ad¬ 
vised the expedition merely for their own 
.private views. His riglit hon. friend had 
said no such thing; but merely, that mi¬ 
nisters having done something, wi#ihed to 
make the most of it. They had attacked 
the city of Copenhagen by sur[)rise,«ir, as 
some would call it, by treachery, and 
having succeeded, they wished to give the 
utmost possible importance to the trans¬ 
action, and celebrated it by firing of guns 
and granting of peerages. They had been 
extremely lavish in the distribution of 
honours of that description. He believed 
that there wjjsno instance in the annals of 
this country of ihe honour of the peerage 
having before been conferred for military 
services of this description. Jt apjfcared 
to him, however, that those persons upon 
whom those honours had been lavished,had 
no gr^‘at reason to be proud of the manner 
in which they had been obtained. As to 
admiral Gambler, h^believed that nwo man 
could have been more surprized than he 
was on hncllng his name in the gazette as 
baron Gambier. It was an honour that he 
could not have expected. As to the other 
naval oflijers employed in this expedition, 
they never suspected they liad performed 
any ^ievement that entitUd them to 
the hjjpi rew^ard of the lliankc of parlia- 
The flfeet in fact, Ifad nothing to 
ddpmd consetjuently did nothing. Every 
Mmg that was done was by the army, and 


all the duty that fell upon the fleet 
stand by and see fair play. It wv>s like 
the duty of keeping the lines onaf^eld-day, 
or of keeping a ring at a boxing match, 
but certainly nothing that a British fleet 
Qould take jjridc in. Although he consi¬ 
dered that what they did was nejj.t to no- 
thing, he would stilf give them credit for 
doing more than the noble lord had slated 
aIumu to have done. The noble lord, in mag¬ 
nifying the dilliculties wdiicliuur troops liad 
to ciicuuiUt r, stated the numbu»' of the 
Danes to be !i5,()0(), and to hayo been col¬ 
lected from thedillerentislan^. As to tlieir 
numbers, he did not su|>pose/ny human be¬ 
ing besides bis lordsbij) comd credit that 
statement ; but as to their m ing collci teil 
from the dilK-rentislMids, luftiiusl, in justice 
to the fleet, tleiiy that assei jon. As to tlu; 
operationflr of the army, he oid .*ot supj)ose 
that they had any opportunity ot signaliz¬ 
ing themselves by any military exploit. 
There was no man respected nvore than he 
did tlie«'cliaractcr of sir Arthur Wellesley, 
and he did not know' any general to w hom 
the country might look in future with 
greater hope; but he was convinced, liiat 
gallant general must have been as much 
surprized as admiral (iambierwas, when 
he found biiuself made a p'cer, to hear that 
this affair in the Island of Zealand was 
magnified into a gicat victory. Sir Ar¬ 
thur Wellesley was a general viho had 
often been in real battles, and vras well 
acquainted with victory, and, therefore, 
he in«st have been sui prized at finding 
this victory .so celebrated. The real truth 
was, that there was little or no fighting in 
the case. 'J'he corps that opposed sir Ar¬ 
thur Wellesley w as a very inferior force, 
consisting principally of undisciplined and 
unarmt;d people, wlio took to their heel# 
as .^on as they were attacked. He believ- 
edt that ^11 the regular troops in the island 
did not exceed 2,700 men ; and p^r 'to 
what the noble lord called the regf'/hented 
militia,he believed there w as nothing like a 
regular organized militia in the island ; 
but that what was called the militia, 
consisted merely of the inhabitants ca¬ 
pable of bearing arms, w ho, although un¬ 
disciplined, were in some manner attach¬ 
ed to the difierent; regiments. He believ¬ 
ed that the organization of what the noble 
lord called the rcgimejited militia of Zea¬ 
land, differed but very little from whatw a# 
formerly known in London, by the des¬ 
cription of the Lumber Tr6op. If ^here 
had been such an armed force itjj Zealjund 
as had been stated by thettoble lord, could 
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^0 believed that it would have been 
.pS-ssit^o to ellect a landing without oppo¬ 
sition, violin a few miles of (Copen¬ 
hagen ? lie should contend, that in all the 
operations previous to the surrender, tfiero 
was. not a single opportuniiy alliu-ded tg 
any one olheer of distinginsinng himseJf 
in any i*rnarkahle manner. Tlien* had 
been nothing to call lighting in the held ; 
tliore had been no tuieounters with the.| 
garrison ; there had been no attacks of 
the works f»f the fortress; hut whatever 
was doiu*, was done exclusively hy the 
arlillerv, assisted hy the aiailnes, in lioin- 
barding the eity. As to the preei^dents 
brought forwa,*d hy the right hon. the 
chain ellor of the excheijuer, he did not 
think they had much Iv'aring on the case. 
The thanks to admiral (Jornvvalli.s w^as for 
having, witlinra-very inferior forte, saved 
the fleet ulfdor his connnaiid by the skil¬ 
ful ness ol/liis inaineuvres, and the courage 
he displayed. This wms clearly a service 
entitled to thanks; but if his fleet InvJ been 
so vastly .superior as not to have given hivi 
an opportunity of displaying that profes¬ 
sional skill, there would have been no 
grounds for the vote. In one part of the 
noble lord’s speech, he de.scribed the 
force sent to Copenhagen a.s so decidedly 
superior as to be absolutely irresistible, 
although in another part he conjured up 
a fort e of‘i5,000 regulars and rmlitia, in 
order to give splendour to the suei es.s. As 
to the votes of tlianks to the goverJiors of 
Bombay and Madras, he should not have* 
coiieurred m them, if he had been in the 
hou.se : but the cause for whicli they liad 
been given w^as expressly stated, and cer¬ 
tainly the exertions of the dilf’erent go¬ 
vernments had fteen productive of the 
most importanr results. He disapproved 
ol the peerage being given a.s tin* rew ard M 
any military t-irvices, but those Tif th^ 
higUgst rank; hut as to pecuniary grants. 


hethoul^the country o(j^en too niggardly 
in their remuneration, and that a jiension 
of 2()()0/. per annum was not a sufficit iit 
reward for services of tlie highest import- 
.aucc. There was one reason which ho 
thought might incline some persons to 
think that rewards and thanks ought not 
to be given in this instance^ The Com¬ 
mittee at Lloyd's, who generally ran be- 
^ire the decision of jjarliament, had not 
yet voted their thanl^ and rew^ards. lie 
believed, however, that he could account 
for lhe»tardiness of those gentlemen on 
the present occasion. He believed that 
one of the ^eat inducements of that body 
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^fo hail their Captain of the Fleet (sir 
lloiiii* Popham) was that tWy considered 
liiin as a man whinvouid he mostcxti eijiely 
atU iitive to the inte;csts of their trade; 
hut It turned out, that-aftthe surrender, 
he was so completely occuj/fed in packing- 
up the stores tak’cu, that he forgot to ap¬ 
prize the merchant vessels in the trade, of 
the w ar with Denmark, and many ships 
wi're taken in cons(H|uence ol’ this want ot 
information. Probably the gentlemen at 
Lloyd’s felt a little sore upon this point. 

It must he recollected also, that ^reat 
complaints had been made by the 
.sian merchants of the neglect which their 
trade had experienced. TJie Captain of 
(he Fleet was, however, employed in a 
dillerent manner. He A\as packing- up 
every tiling wdiich could he carried away, ’ 
and collej.'ting every old hammer which 
he coiild^ find. As to the promotion of 
admiral G’aiiibier to the ^lecrage^every 
one who was personally acquainted with 
the gal^mt admiral, w ho knew the excel¬ 
lence of his character and the suavity of 
iiis manners, might be pleased at any 
good fortune he might meet with ; but the 
general feeling of those who happened not 
to be acquainted w ith him, wa.s a feeling 
of disgust at seeing the peerage given as a 
rew'ard lyr such service, or such no-ser- 
vice, as lie had performed. When he said 
* no-servi< e,' he only meant Jo say that 
there v\as nothing for ad mind Wlam bier to 
do. The hon. inemhcr, after contrasting 
the late ex)»edition with the advantages 
ganM‘d at (’opeiiliagen by lord Nelson, 
where the gallantry and humanity of the 
English character were admired by the 
Danes themselves, concluded by declaring, 
that lie thought the tlimiks of parliament 
would be of little value iu future, if tliey 
were now given. ' 

Aftet the gallery w^as cleared for a di¬ 
vision, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Elliot, Mr. W. 
Smith, and sir F. Burdett spgke against the 
motion; and at the instance of sir F. Bur¬ 
dett, the house divided, when there ap¬ 
peared, ^'or the Vote ol Ifhanks 100, against 
it ly. Majority 81. 

List qf tJtc Jlhioritj/. 

Biaiid, T. » Miitiliew, M. > 

Buidett, sLrF. Martin, 

Coinhe, 11. C, Ossulsioii, lord. 

CVeuvey, T. Parnell, 11. ^ 

Folkestone, lord. Pierce, II. 

Honeywood, VV, " Smith, 

Hibbert, G. * Smith, 

Hurst, R, * Sharp, 

Horner, F. Tracey, 

^ Howard, W. 
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ranieii, ii. ' 
Pierce, II. 

Smith, W1 \ 
Smith, J.' 4 

Sharp, R. 

Tracey, IL 
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The following Resolutions were then, 
moved by loH dastlereagh, and agreed 
I to; " 1. That the thanks of this house be 
* ^veh to lieut. ffen. sir Harry Burrard, bai t, 
iieut. gen. the earl cf Rosslyn, lieut. gen. 

, fir George Ludlow, lieut. gen, sir David 
Baird, majs. gen. the hon. Edw. Finch,Tho. 
Grrosvenor, the right hon. sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley, sir Tho. Blomefield, bart. Dresehell, 
baron Linsingen, Brent Spencer, brigadiers 
general Robert M^Farlane, and Henry 
Warde, and to the several ofiicers who 
served in the army commanded by bent. 
gesjMral the right hon. lord viscount Cath- 
cart, lor the zeal, intrepidity, and exertion 
%vhich they displayed in the various oper¬ 
ations which were iiecessay for conducting 
the siege, and effecting the surrender of 
•the Navy and Arsenal, of Copenhagen. 

2. That this house doth highly approve of 
and acknowdedge the distinguished r«gu- 
larity, jjisciplirte, valour, and exertions, 
displayed by the Non-commissioned ofticers 
and soldiers of the said army in .all the 
^cratioAs atlenjjij|ig the reduction of the 
Fleet and Arsenal fif Copenhagen ; and 
that the same be signified to them by the 
commanders of the several corps, who arc 
. desired to thank them for their distinguish¬ 
ed and exemplary conduct. 3. That the 
Thanks of this house be given to^admiral 
the right hon. lord fiambier, for the dis¬ 
tinguished gbility and promptitude dis¬ 
played in the judicious distribution of his 
majesty's hleet under his command in the 
Baltic, by which all .succours were cut oft' 
from the island of Zealand, and the unin¬ 
terrupted operations of the army at the 
siege»of Copenhagen were secured, and 
for his zealous and (xirdial co-operation with 
the land forces during that important ser¬ 
vice, after.eyer*^ means of negotiation had 
been^exhaustod j and also for the judg¬ 
ment and indefatigable activity niaififasted 
by him in eejuipping the Danish Navy for 
sea, and effectipg the embarkation and re¬ 
moval of the naval stores from the arsenal 
of Copenhagen. 4. That the Thanks of 
mis house be givrti to vice adiwiral sir 
Henry Edwin Stanhope, bart. to rear ad- 
# DJ^ml Lssingion, to rear admiral sir Samuel 
Hood, to rear admiral Keats,* to captain 
OT Home Rppham, first captain to the right 
hon. adi^iral lord Gambler, and to the se¬ 
veral capons and officers in the fleet 
command of the said admiral, 
^^KBpir cordial and effectual^'o-operation 
land forces durrtig the siege of 
||Hpnhagen, and for their indefatigable 
^PpVity and exertions in equipping thew 
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Danish Navy for sea, and effectincjl^ 
embarkation and removal of t^^axM 
stores from the arsenal at that ^nfSce. 3, ^ 
That this house doth highly approve of 
and acknowledge the services of the Sea- 
pien and Marines on board the ships under 
the command of admiral lord Gambier, in 
their cordial and effectual co-Speration 
with the land forces during the siege of 
/Copenhagen, in their indefatigable activity 
and exertions in equipping the Danish 
navy for sea, and in effecting the embark¬ 
ation and removal of the naval stores from 
the arsenal at that place; and that the cap¬ 
tains of the several ships do signify the 
same to their rcs])ective crews, and do 
thank them for their distinguished and ex- 
emplaiy conduct.". 

[Committee of Finance.] The C/ian- 
cellar of Exchequer rose, .piove for a 
revival of the Committee of Finance. It 
was not necessary, he said, fiV him to 
trespass at any length upon the attention 
of the* house, by detailing the advantages 
thu country and the public service had 
derived from the arduous labours of that 
committee since its first appointment: or 
the great savings, and valuable regula¬ 
tions w'hich had been effected in various 
departments and branches of the public 
service, from their suggestions. He par¬ 
ticularly instanced in the department of 
the army, the Pay-office; and he had the 
satisfaction to add, that government had 
been fortunate in an opportunity of com- 
ftiittifig the duty of carrying those regu¬ 
lations into effect, to the gentleman who 
originally suggested them, and under whose 
care he was confident they would be ren¬ 
dered efficient to the public service. He 
had also to .state to the hduse, that in con- 
sequeiire of the suggestions of the com- 
intttce, an application had been made to 
the Bafik of England, unde : the exigencies 
of the country, for the aid of a lo'an,..ii’ee 
of interc.st, to ihe^public; and h^^iust do 
justice to the directors by declaring that 
the Bank of England, w'ith its wonted li¬ 
berality, had most chearfully acceded. 

He should conclude by moving for the re- . 
rival of the said committee proposing no 
alteration of the names which composed 
the list of last, year, save only omis¬ 
sion of Mr. Richard Rider, not now a 
member of the housi^, in whose stead he 
should propose to insert the name of Mr. 
Charles Ellis—He then moved according¬ 
ly, and the motion passed ^without Qppqsi- 
tion. 
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HOUSE. OF COMMONS. 

V Friday, January 29. 

[CoMMiUciAL LrcENcEs.J Mr. Horner 
rose, pursuant to iiis notice, and said, that 
it would not be necessary for him to detain 
the house at any length, as the object of 
his inotiAi could be stated in a very few 
words. He felt it, however, in the fiht 
place, necessary to observe, that it was not 
his intention, in making the motion he* 
was about to make, to anticipate, in any 
respect, the discussion that might here¬ 
after arise upon the legality or policy of 
the Orders in Council; his object was 
njorely to put the house in possession of 
F'Uch information as might enable them to 
hu*m an adecjuate judgment of the extent 
to v» hich a practice unquestionably within 
the act ami in its origin, legal,^had been 
i-arried ; lietlier with regard to safe con¬ 
duct, o/ the commercial intercourse in 
transports conveying foreign commodities 
from one country to another. He was aware 
that never was there a period in which it 
was more hazardous to atteni))t to trade 
^\ithout those licences than the present, 
and that, by consequence, r.e ^ was there 
a time in which the granting k es by 

the privy ccmncil Wits carried . > such a 
.serious extent ; but he contended, that 
this very consideration was the strtmgest 
argument why it w'as necessary f<»r'the 
legislature ot the country to ascertain its 
limits, and, il that was not possible, t() 
pi escribe such as both the princijilesof 
commercial policy and constitutional law, 
rendered necessary. When it was consi¬ 
dered how largely the field of licences 
was opened bv the present extensive, :il- 
mmt universal, system of blot kade, the 
presemt would not be thought an unseason¬ 
able opportimily for ascertaining th® ex¬ 
tent of the persons to which the. grant of 
those licences was entrusted. He had said 
tliaN^is unrestrained power was injurious 
upon wo consideratums ; first upon that 
of commertial policy ; syrid, secondly» 
upon that of constitutional law ; wdtli 
regard to the first, there could be no 
doubt it was not politic to throw into the 
hands of his majesty's executive goA^ern* 
meftt the entire controul of tfie commer¬ 
cial intercourse *of the country ; upon 
such an uncertain principle, commercial 
men could not be expected to engage in 
any speculation, because there w^as"^no one 
uni/orm ground upon which to claim such 
licences, nor was there any recognized 
principle by which the persons exempted 


could ascertain whether they laboured^ 
•under any partial ^ievaAce, or whether 
they were, foj* sufficient reason, essempted 
from the benefits of such licence ;^and 
here he could • not help observing ^' tiiat 
certainly it did appear th^ those exemp¬ 
tions had been carried to«a most serious 
extent. But he had said, that this power 
of granting.licences so unascertained, was 
al^) contrary to the principles of the con¬ 
stitutional law ; he meant those principles 
by which it was regulated, that no money 
could be taken from the subject, but by 
the legislative power. According •to the 
true principles of the constitution, nothing ^ 
but the parliament could levy money of 
the people, and yet, what was the imme¬ 
diate eill'ct of this system of granting 
licences with a discretionary power? ' 
l\r)thing less than that of establishing an 
impost, H system of taxation on the .sub- 
jecl, in*contradiction of the very spirit of 
the constitution, and in open violiation of 
the law of the land. By this system the 
(*ntire*foreign trade was thrown into the 
hands of the executive,' and thus the 
foreign trade was exclusively submitted to 
the controul of the licences of the executive, 
which licences w'eve not authorized by act 
of parliament. He understood that the 
yearly amount of fees received at the 
Privy •Council Office for these licences 
Avas very con'^iderable. By what rule, or 
al wliafrate they were imposed, he kncAV 
not. He w^'ds itot even aware of any 
approximation to their amounts ; but it 
Avas sufficient for the house to know% that 
almost the whole of the foreign trade was 
carried on by these licenses, and that in 
tln in fees originated Avhich were lihautho- 
rized by parliament,'^nd which amounted 
to a direct impost and taxation on foreign 
commerce. The hon.‘gent*, cojicluded' 
wiifc moving, That an humble address 
he presejfted to his majesty, praying thkt 
he would he graciously pleased to givedi- 
reclions that there be laid before the house 
a List of all the Licences granted by his 
majesty's privy comicil to private persons, 
in alnanner that would have been illegal, 
unless under the authority of said Licence, 
from thf. month of May 1803, to the 1st 
day of November last inclusive, distin¬ 
guishing the number in edbh month and 
year." 

Mr. Rosi said that there could^e but one 
w ish on the part of his majesty’s toinisters, 
Avith respect; to the principle of the motion 
now before the house. The how^gent* 
had prefaced his motion wtih a spislegk that 

' i ^ 
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^id hifta great credit^ and shewed at once ate this difficulty by omitting this distinc’- 
Ikts candour a^d perspicuity; in the^same* tion, and moving for the produejikm of 
spirit of bandour he wbuld suggest to that licences granted within stated tiK^es. As 
hon, gent, an amendment in the wording to what the hon. member hSd said he 
of the motion rmw before the house. The should make the subject of his second 
motion went tp*ire(|uire a list of the Li- motion, namely, the fees granted to the 
cences, &c. and there was annexed the Officers of the privy council, he thought, 
distinction of legality, and illegality, a that in general staled fee*.s were niucli less 
distinction that, perhaps, it would npt he liable to abuse than gratuities, which 
so easy to ascertain as might at first be he should in every department whatever 
’imagvied. As to the first objection, it he prepared to set his face against. As to 
would be scarcely possible to supply a list the prtM'ise nature of the fees of office on 
of all the Licences granted within the five the granting ofliconces, the fees amounted, 
years,'specifying each, and severally dis- fora whole cargo, to merely 1 U. including 
^ tirFgliishing them. the stamp duty, which auiounted to J/. 

Mr. Horner begged pardon for inter- 10.?. ; of which I t pounds, f)/. 4.v. (id. was 
rupting the right hon. gent, but he thought paid for the sign manual, *2l. to the prin- 
he could save the house and the right hon. cipal clerk, and \L |0.v. distributed among 
gent, much unnecessary trouble, by stat- the other interior officers, and 2.y. (id. to 
mg that the wording of the present motion, the otfic(‘-kc(|>er. In stating tl^s he would 
. as far as rHated to the list of licences, repeat, that there was nothingVhich he 
specifying each, was a mistake to he*at- was more anxious to put a cliecli»Tto tlian 
tributecko his inadvertency ; ashisinten- the system of gratuities. He would join 
tion was to have nioved rather for the with aiyy gentleman in annexing to it 
number pf licences so granted, Viiich any pimishmtmt seasonably rigorous. He 
would as fully answer the ultimate object wofild go so tar as to subject it to the 
of his motion. It was then ag'Tcd upon, penalties of a simple felony. For there 
that the papers to be laid before the house was no one existing abuse he was so 
should be an account of the number of anxious to put a stop to. He had no other 
licences so granted, &c. motive in suggesting these alterations to 

Mr. Rose could not avoid pressing upon the hon. gent, than to put him in the best 
the consideration of the hon. gent, tne pro- way of coming at the information he sought 
priety of another alteration in the wor^ding for, which he believed could not be so rea- 
ofhisniotiom The distinction that was dily obtained by the motion as it originally 
attempted to be laid down as to what stood ; for the very merchants who soli- 
orders ^ere legal or illegal, would be ciUid for licences ere in many instances 
necessarily productive of delay, if not totally independent of those licences, 
difficulty. Perhaps it was not going too though, for a very justifiable caution, they 
far to say, that all such orders were in a had applied for such licences. 
maimerMlegal; but yet, if such were not Mr. Horner replied to the general oh- 
allowed, and to a cei^ain extent, it would servations of the right hon. gent, asaflect- 
be impossible in such times to carry on a ing the distinction of the legality or ille- 
foreim trade* at aTl. But even admitting gality of the licences, and denied that the 
this, he would yet say, that when the bon. 43d of the*king, as cited by the right hon. 
gent, had complained of such licences, as genf. applied, because the object of that 
being unconstitutional, he should have ad- act related merely to^ a temporary su^f^^cn- 
verted to the circumstance of an act having -sioii of the navigation act. ^ 

been passed in the 43d of the king, autho- Tlic ChanevU^r of the Exche(juer defend(‘d 
rising such grants o[ licences. A^ an the necessity of this discretionary power 
illustration of the difficulty arising out of being vested in the privy council, and said 
this distinction of legality or illegality, he that the object of alt such orders was to 
would adduce an instance of 300 Jicences case the subject under the operation of the 
being’granted within'a certain period of strict letter oL the law. He took this op¬ 
time. Now, ^according to the present portunity of repeating his doubts of the 
wording tfijhe motion, those 300 could propriety or necessity of asking pai’liament 
not be g^ll^fore the house till they had for an indemnity, with fespect to the or-‘ 
been to the revision ofJ:he privy ders in council, in as much as it did not 

till the privy council had appear that in this instance muro had been 
doMH^liich were in their opinion legal done than had been done before, and in a 
or^UpPi*; He wished, therefore, to obvi- manner legalized by the act already al* 
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luded to.—After some further conversation 
it was agreed, that the two motions 

should be^^o the following purport; 1. 

“ That, an humble address be pn^sented 
tn his inajesty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to give directions, that there be* 
laid befoie this house, an Account of the 
iiuinher of Licences which' hav(^ been re¬ 
coin mended by the lords of his majesty’s 
privy council to be granted by his majesty,* 
tm(!(‘r liis'sign manual, to persons applying 
for the sanu*, for commercial objects, from 
the coinmenceim nt of hostilities in May 
1803 to llte first of Nov. last; distinguishing 
till' number in each month or year. ii.That 
there he laid before* this house,an Account 
of the whole amount of l ees or Gratuities 
vvhicli have been yearly paid and received 
at the Otlice of his majesty’s most honour¬ 
able privyj;.,ouncii, or at any otRcr of the 
public olKes, by or on account of jicrsons 
who have obtained or have applied for 
licences permitting them to navigate or 
trade, from the commencement of hostili¬ 
ties in May 1803 to the J 1st of Dee. laSt, 
s|) 0 cifying by what persons in tlic said 
uilices respectively such Fees, or any pro- 
])ortion of ihoin, have been ultimately re¬ 
ceived, or ill what otluT mdnner the whole 
amount of such Fees has been disposed of; 
and slating by what regulation, or accord¬ 
ing to what rate, such FVes^irti required.” 

[Navy Esiimatls.] The nouse resolved 
itself into a Committee of Supply, Mr. 
Wharton in the chair. On the motion qf 
Mr. R. Ward, the following resoldtions 
were agreed to, viz. 1. ''That the num¬ 
ber of 130,000 men should be employed 
for the sea service of the present year, in¬ 
cluding 1 LOGO i;oyal marines. 2. That a 
sum not exceeding 3,126,500/. be granted 
to his majesty for the w ages of the abyve 
men for 13 months, at the rate 1/. I7s. per 
man per month. 3. That a sum not et- 
ccTiding 3,211,000/. he granted to his ma¬ 
jesty f& victualling the*above men for 13 
mouths, at the rate of 1/. 18.s. per man per 
month. 4. That a sum iidl exceeding 
5,070,000/. be granted to his majesty, for 
the W ear and tear of -the Navyi for 13 
months, at the rate of 3/. per ni^n per 
month. 5. That a sum nqU exceeding 
52L500/. be granted to his*majesty for de¬ 
fraying the charges of Ordnange for sea 
service, for 13 months, at the rate of 7s. 
per man per month.” In answer to a 
uestiou from ^Mr. Tierney, whether any 
iminution was made in the Navy Esti¬ 
mates, in qpnsideration of the stores brought 
from Copenhagen, it was stated by Mr. 


(, nos.— V(^e qf Thanks. * • [I9a 

Ward that there, was no diminution in the 
estimates; bjj Mr. liuskissoii, that the ap-^ 
plication of the money voted would, be 
matter of subsequent consideration ; and 
by the Chancellor of Ihe Exchequer, that 
it w as certainly intended# to reward ther 
captors out of the stores, or the value ot 
them. 

HOUSE Ot LORDS. 

Monday, Fcbi'uary 1, 

[Minutes.] Viscount Carthcarfc wus 
introduced by lords Wentworth and La4^. 
Ills patent ot creation having been read at 
the table, his lordship took the oaths and 
his seat. The Lord Chancellor communi¬ 
cated the thanks of the house severally to 
viscount Ccirthcart and lord Gambier,' 
each noble lord standing in his place whilst 
the ,than*ics were delivered. Viscount 
Cathcart and lord Gambier severally ad¬ 
dressed the house, expressing their thanks 
for tliejiigh honour conferred upon them, 
and speaking in the warmest tevnSs of ap¬ 
probation of the ability, skill, discipline, 
and valour displayed by the Army and 
Navy employed in the Fixpedition to Co¬ 
penhagen. 

g HOUSE or COMMONS. 

Monday, Febrmry 1. 

[Vote of Th\nks—Expei)IX*on to Co¬ 
penhagen.] The Speaker acquainted the 
house, that he had received from admiral 
the right hon. lord Gambier, the follow¬ 
ing Letter, in return to the Thanks of the 
house, signified to him, in obedieijce to 
their commands of Thursday last: 

" Sir; 1 have the 'honour to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your Letter of tht 
29th inst. in wdiich you inform me.-% that 
you #re commanded by the house of 
commons tt> communicate to me their 
Resolutions of Thanks for the services 
performed by me, and *the Fleet u»- 
der my command, on the late Expedition 
to Copenhagen, transyiitting to me at the 
same flme authenticated copies of those 
Re.solutions, and requesting of me tb sig¬ 
nify the s^ine to vice admiral^ sir Hejnry 
Edwin Stanhope, rear admiral Essington, 
rear admiral Keats, and the several cap* 
tains and other officers referred to therein. 
—In answer thereto, I beg leave to assure 
you, that this signal mark of appr^hation 
which the house of commons has been 
pleased to confer upon the officisfs/^sa- 
mcn, and marines, late under my com¬ 
mand, and upon myself, ha% impressed« 
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my mind with a deep and lasting ^ense of 
so highly distinguished an honour; *and 1 
am cat a loss for'terms to express how 
highly gratifying it is to my feelings.— 
r'shall lose no^ime'in communicating the 
Resolutions olVthe house of commons to 
the admirals, captains, and other officers 
referred to therein, and shall desire the 
captains and commanders to mak'e ^he 
same,known to the officers, seamen, and 
marines under their command. 1 must 
beg of you, sir, to accept my most cor¬ 
dial thanks for the honour of your Letter, 
and the obliging terms in which you are 
so good to express yourself towards me 
therein. I have the honour to be, &c. 
Gamrier. ‘ Admiralty, 30th Jan. 1808.*' 

, Major general the hon. Edward Finch, 
maj^r general Thomas Grosvenor, and 
major general the right hon. sir Arthur 
Wellesley, being come to the house,* the 
Speaker acquainted them, that the house 
had, upon Thursday last, resolved. That 
the Thaqks of this house be given to them 
for the zeal, intrepidity and exertion which 
they displayed in the various operations 
which were necessary for conducting the 
sieg^, and effecting the surrender of the 
Navy and Arsenal, of Cojienhagen. The 
Speaker gave them the Thanks of tlie 
house accordingly, as follows : • 

Major general Finch, major general 
Grosvenor,,and major general sir Arthur 
Wellesley ; This house, contemplating the 
services performed by his majesty*s Army 
on the late Danish expedition, and ap¬ 
plauding the zeal, intrepidity, and exer¬ 
tion displayed by the general officers em¬ 
ployed in the reduction of Copenhagen, 
has conferred upon'them the high honour 
of,its apprcHbation and thanks; a higher 
this boufe has not to bestow. In 
distriouting these honours, it is all 
times matter of just pride and Satisfaction 
to this house, to behold within its own walls 
any of those distinguished persons whose 
merit has raisedr them to this eminence.— 
But 1 should indee;^ be wanting to the 
fill! expression of those sentimentsVhich 
^imate this house and the whole country, 
ifl forbore to notice, that we ^re on this 
discrowning with our Thanks one gallant 
<^cer, lon^sinee known to the gratitude 
of this bouse, who has long trodden the 
paths of glory, whose genius and valour 
have already extended our fame and em¬ 
pires whiGNBa sword has been the terror of 
enemies, and will hot now be 
I in vain to defend the seat of empire 



I am charged to deliver the Thanks of 
this house to you all, and I do accordingly 
thank you in the name of thwXoinrnoas • 
of the United Kingdom, for your zeal, 
intrepidity, and exertion, displayed in the 
•various operations which were necessary 
for coiiductilfg the siege, and effecting the 
surrender of the Navy and Arsenal, of 
Copenhagen.*’—Upon which, 

I* Major general Finch%[xk\, Mr. Speaker, 

1 beg leave most respectfully to return 
you my thanks for the obliging and very 
flattering terms in which you have com¬ 
municated a resolution of the house, which 
reflects such high and distinguished honour 
on every individual included in it ; allow 
me, sir, (if I may judge from my own 
feelings) to assure you and the house*, that 
nothing can make a stronger impression 
on the mind of any one de^ed to the 
service of his country, than to know that 
any act of dut}^,' in which he may Imve 
had even an humble part, has been thought 
worthy of the notice and approbation of 
this house.** 

Major general Grosvenor then said, 

“ Miv Speaker ; It is impossible to have 
communic ated to me, in my place in this 
house, the high and distinguished honour, 
such as I hold the thanks of parliament to 
be, without exciting in my breast feelings 
and sensation^ such as I am unable to 
suppress. Sir, the proudest recompence, 
the most valuaVile remuneration, a soldier 
c^n look to as a reward for public service, 
is the thanks oF his country. When I 
consider my own humble services, I feel 
oppressed and overcome as it were by the 
value I caimot but attach to the commu¬ 
nication you make me and the more 
open, sir, to this feeling, impressed as 1 am 
wi^ the handsome and flattering manner 
in whiej) you have been pleased to convey 
trte vote of the house to my brother officers 
and myself.*’ ^ 

Major general sir Arthur Welled^ said ; 

Mr. Speaker ; 1 consider myself fortu¬ 
nate that I was employed by his majesty 
on a service which this house has con¬ 
sidered of such importance, as to have 
markedkwith its approbation the conduct 
of those officers and troops who have per¬ 
formed iti «Th6 honour which this house 
has conferred upon my honourable frietids 
and myself, is justly^ considered by the 
offioers of the navy and army as the 
highest which this country ^can confer; it 
is the object of the ambition of all who 
are employed in his majesty’s sewtee, and 


throne of his sovereign,^ pto obUtm it has doubtlest been the motive 
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ttf many of those acts of valotir and good 1 house, as the paly tribute of gratitude 
conduict iv^ch hate tended so eminently * whiA I can offer, that it shall b^the first 
to the glory, and have^ advanced the pros- principle of ftiy life, regardless of all^con* 
perity and ^vantage of, this country. I sequences to myself, to promote, by the 
can assure the house, that I am most sen- full exercise of my pebr mculties, the s^r* 
sible of the great honour which they have vice of our much esteemffi country, and 
done me, and I beg leave t<k|||ke this op- the glory of our virtuous sovereign, With 
portunit]^ of returning you, W, my thanks the 'manner which you have conveyed 
for the handsome terms, respecting myselfi this honourable testimony of approbation 
in which your kindness to me has induced I ^m most deeply improved ; and I beg 
youtoconvey the resolution of the house.*' leave to ofter you my sincere and very 
Captain sir Home Popham being come grateful acknowledgments.'* 
to the house, the Speaker acquainted him, [Offices in Reversion Bill.] The Of* 
that the house had, upon Thursday last, ftcesin Reversion bill was read a third 
resolved. That the Thanks of this house On the motion Jthai it do pass, 
be given to him for his cordial and dfec- * Sir Samuel Romill^ expressed his regret^ 
tuai co-operation with the land forces that the bill had reached this stage with- 
during the siege of Copenhagen, and for out the house knowing what was the \ 
his indefatigable activity and exertions in opinion of his majesty’s ministers, ad to* 
equipping the Danish navy for* sea, and its merit;. He supposed, that they Were 
effecting t^e embarkation and removal of not hostjje to it because they had not op- 
the naval stores from thje arsenal at that posed it, but it was of no small impprtance 
place. The Speaker then gave him the for the house tb know, whether it had 
thanks of the house accordin^y, as follows: their support or not. He remembered, 

" Captain sir Home Popham; The that on a former occasion when a bill simi- 
prompt and able distribhtion of his ma- lar to the present had been brought iiito 
jesty's fleet, during the late important ex- parliament, a right hou. gent, had said, 
pedition to the Baltic ; the zCal and in- that iirhis opinion it was a matter of very 
telligence displayed by his mt^esty’s naval great indifference, whether it passed or 
forces in supporting the operations of the not, that on the one hand it was no inva* 
besieging army ; and their subsequent ex- sion of the king’s prerogative, and that on 
ertions on compleating the Service upon the other little practical good could result 
Which they were employed; have obtained from H. He was of a different opinion 
the approbation ana thanks of this house, from that right hon. gent, for be thougfit. 
Amongst the gallant officers of that fleet, that if no practical good could be derived 
whose names have been honoured witn from it, the bill ought not to pass, but he 
this high distinction, 1 have to congr|i- was convinced that much good would re- 
tulate you, that yours also stands re^ suit from it, and therefore it had his hearty 
cordedi And I do now accordingly, by support, * 

command of thin house, give their The C/ioNCcf/of qf/Ac said, that 

Thanks to you, for your cordial and ef- he did not know what right Ws honour* 
fectual co*operation with his majesty’s able and learned friend hid to* calLupon 
land forces during the siege of Cop&- him, or any of his colleagues, to give 
hagen j and for your indefatigable Activity his or theuv sentiments on the present 
ani exertions m equipping the Danish occasion. He had never seen ar^ rea- 
Navy fos, sea, and effecting the embark- son to expect much benefibfrom the pass* 
ation and removal of the naval stores from ing of this bill, however much some 
the arsenal at that place.”—Upon which persons might think ^it would be pro- 
jSir Home Poj^mn said; Mr. Speaker; ductiv^of advantages.* It had come ori- 
i beg leave, sir, to express through you to ginally recommended by a committee, as 
this honourable house, my most j)rqfound being calculated to diminiBh the public 
sense of the notice it has been |ne£ed to expenditurS; and, therefore, it appeaf/d 
take of my humlfle participation in the to him not to be a subject tfi^ ought tu, 
®P^*^*o**^ of the late exf^ition to Co- meet with opposition. As' it had passed^ 
mrmagen. No inan,»sir, caii be'insehsi- this house mrihbrly, abd had 
ble to the distiuction which this house has , Wards been thrown^ out in ahblher 
confemed upon thh Ariiny and Navy on.; rather by he thoujght itbutr^i- 

the prewnt jocchsibn; ho man prices that sonabfe, it itb be ,*restotW^iie? ^ 

d^inctmh higher :itb3^ the vaWe I set 

I beg l^ye to assure the owe thb febtlwis tbbi W 
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for ita third reading, and for iu passing 
Foxise.^Tihc bill was then passed. 

., [Papers rei^ative to RtsaiA] Mr. Se- 
creta/y Canning presented to the bouse> 
PUit&uant to their^ddricss to his majesty^ the 
fallowing papers 

> PAPERS RELATING TO RUSSIA, 

fresented bv his majesty’s command to 

BOTH HOUSES OP PAEtlAMENT, FEBRLA&V 
/1>1808. 

No. 1.—Dispatch from the right hon 
lord Granville Uveson Gower to Mr. 
i^ecrctary Canning, dated St. Peters¬ 
burg, Sept. 2d, 1807.--Received Sept. 
I9th. ^ 

Sir ; J have the honour to inform you 
that onSauwday evening, 29th August, 1 
received by sir Stephen Siiairp, who left 
t}^ fleet 00 Copenhagen upon the 24th of 
.^i^ust,your dispatches. Nos. 3^ and. 33, 
mi on.^uaday the messenger Ruff deli¬ 
vered to me those frospa No. 2d to 31 inciu- 
.sivc.;—'Being thus completely put in pos¬ 
sesion of the sentiments of his majesty’s 
government upon the points which 
elm id- come into discussion between this 
country aind Great Britain, I lost no lime 
'in requesting a conference with general 
^dberg, who, though extremely unwell, 

invited me to call upon him lastmght_I 

began the conference by observmg that 
h’s,excellency being already appriaed by 
the answei* given by his msyesty’s se¬ 
cretary of state, to M. Alopeus, of the 
Conditional acceptance by the court of 
I^pdo|i> of the proferred mediation of 
Russia, I had to state to him, that I was in- 
atructad ill the first instance ito request the 
^nwiuiiica^on of the secret articles of the 
W!^ty of ^ait, and a frank disclosure of 
Fieiv;s and intentions of the 
couf^fSt. Petersbgrgfa. That impartial¬ 
ity was the first requisite in tjne chdl^cter 
of a mediator^ and that before the British 
goveunment agT-ned* to avail itself of the 
inediatioti of this coui^, it was essentially 
necessary that Roland should he placed, 
with regard to medfeting poi»;er, on 
an equal footing with France; that the 
O^ipdeutial intercourse which had 
■^^P^.t^tweenthe,eippefar anthBo^qiarte 
! mi by which bi^ impeoal wa- 
with the priuoi*- 
the Fmiib governmenit 
--iting yith the 
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c^ld only he #e- 


the period peremptorily prescribed to his 
majesty, for the acceptance of the Russian 
iltediation, had created in London d very 
unfavourable impression againtstthe inter¬ 
vention of his imperial majesty; that how¬ 
ever, notwithstanding his majesty had just 
reason to be ^fended with the terms of the 
13th article,iRcii was his desire toviiibi'ace 
any opening which afibrded the prospect 
of the conclusion of an honourable peace, 
that he would not retract the conditional 
acceptance of the mediation, which had 
already been conveyed to the Russian go¬ 
vernment, in the note addressed by you to 
M. Alopeus; that his majesty at the same 
time, looked for some mark of the good 
w^ill pf the emperor of Russia towards great 
Britain; that M. Alopeus had before the 
late unfortunate events of Friedlaud and 
Tilsit, requested of you a project of a new 
treaty of commerce, and had giqen the as¬ 
surance of the disposition of hi^ court to 
proceed to the ijlemiitive conclusion of a 
comm^cial arrangement between the two 
countries; that a project had in compli¬ 
ance with his wish been communicated 
and transmitted to St. Petersburgh; and 
that if the good-will of his imperial ma¬ 
jesty towards England continued luiai- 
tered, I trusted no delay would take 
place in proceeding to the negociatioa 
of this treaty; that the existence of any 
stipulation in this project, which was not 
approved of by this govermnent, was no 
obstacle to our entering into negociation 
itpoi^it, because 1 should take uppn my¬ 
self to agree to any modifications which 
did not appear to change the basis and 
principles upon which it had been framed; 
that as France had, by the 27th article of 
the Tilsit Treaty, aecuredihe re-eatablish- 
mentofher fprmer commercial relations 
witli Russia, a natural and obvious mode of 
Tgoving the impartiality of the emperor 
would be the renewal of the commercial 
treaty with Great| Britain.—Genepil Bud- 
berg began his reply by acknowledging 
the existence of secret articles belonging 
to the treaty of Tilsit. There were some, 
he said, whfeh in no way concerned the 
interests of jl^glaud i that he could assure 
me, add ds an honest man, be would not 
say itifit^eijs not truth, ibereexiiM no 
seemt artidte whatever, which sfipuiAtiml 
the putting the. Bus^iaa^pqrts against Jtbe 
%i(>ish.op|n;ifinenee; that, with respect 4o 

% lir^ect Iv the tr^ty of commjweej.he 
fo; ^at,, fmm ,the |)ress nf 
other business, and the bad atate of hb 
I be W*«>thad Ihne fo ily 
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the emperor; that it must necessarily be 
considered by the minister of commerce, 
before he could confer with me Uf)on it; 
and that, os^fo the ^7th article of the Tilsit 
treaty, it only placed the commercial re 
lations of the tWo countries upon the same; 
footing that^hey had beenb|||re the com- 
mcncemdht of hostilities; rKt the conv- 
inercial treaty with France was not renew¬ 
ed, and would expire in two years; lind* 
that it by no means followed because Bo¬ 
naparte hail communicated to the emperor 
of Russia, the basis upon which he \vm 
ready to conclude peace with England* 
that his imperial majesty had made -my 
communications at Tilsit of the future 
views and system of the court of Peters^ 
h»irg. The general appeared to wish that 
1 should consider this answer as sufficiently 
satisfactory to authorize me to aocept the 
iaediaition|Of h« court, 1 observed in 
reply, that it was difficult to conceive any 
articles of a peace between Russia and 
France which didnotdiTectly or indirectly 
concern Great Britain ; but that 1 asked 
the commiinication of the secret articles, 
not only as an object which might adect 
the interests of England, bul as a mark of 
the cnntiinuance that friendship and 
confidezice on the part of this court, which 
could abne afford any prospect of good, 
from the acceptance of the mediation of 
the emperor of Russia; that with the 
same view, 1 had proposed continuing, the 
negociations be^n by Mons. Aloif>ens, 
and that if his excellency had no autho/ 
rity at present to say any thing more satis¬ 
factory than w'hat 1 had as yet heard firoin 
him, 1 must request him to ask the per¬ 
mission of the enmeror to communicate to 
me without resem the secret articles of 
the treaty between Russia and France, and 
to empower him to continue the negocil- 
tions, and conclude a treaty of conferee 
with Great Britain. General Budberg 
promised me, that he would lose no time 
in bringing these two requests under the 
consideration of his imperial majesty. 1 
have the honour* &c. ^ ^ 

GnAKViLLK.L^VxiON Gowkx. 

No. IL—Extract of a dispatch irom the 
right hon. lord GTanvHloTS^son 
Gower to Mr. BeciieMrylCstnmng, 
dated Saint PetersburghiSi^ Q, 1807. 
.^Received Septs IdlL ’ ' ' 

I had the satis^etton offindRigilast ni 
that a considerable change had tahen pmee 
in the tone aadnemper of general Bud** 
berg^s coetv^niatton. Insteadof that cold^ 
ness and reserve whtclk cfanranteriseil fbe 
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replies of the Russian minister to the ques¬ 
tions jahich 1 had thought it my. duty to 
put to him in previous Conferences* 1 found 
a very mild and conciliating manneiv*^d 
an apparent anxiety to ceiwve eveiy diffi>- 
culty in the way of aperft^tly good tin*:** 
derstanding between the Uw countries.. I 
regretted the reserve which had marked 
the canduct'of the Russian government tor 
wanrds England; he answered that Russia 

land; he went into a long.detail of t^^ 
little attention that had been* given t# the^ 
repeated representations of the 
Russia, and I could not be surprised, he 
said, that in the first moment of misfor¬ 
tune arising from the want of co-operation, 
he should testify some degree of discon¬ 
tent. I replied, that we could not better ' 
serve the^cajuse of Bonaparte, than by in¬ 
dulging m mutual recrimination on the 
past conduct of each government ;^that 1 
wished our whole attention should be turn¬ 
ed to thp future, and that 1 was persuaded^ 
if the emperor of Russia still enArtained ^ 
his former opinions of the danger to be 
apprehended from the preponderance ot 
France, the cause of the independance of 
Europe was by no m^ns desiderate. 

No. III.—l^ract of a dispatch from 
the pght horn lord Granville Levesois 
Gower to Mr. Secretary Cantdng, da¬ 
ted St. Petersburgh, 2d Sept.. 1807.-— 
Received Sept, li^th. * 

As general* Budberg carefully avoided 
every allusion to the late transactions at 
Copenhagen, during the interview which 
took plac'e between us on Tuesday, I was 
somewhat surprised on the following morn¬ 
ing to receive the note of which I have Ae 
honour to enclose a copy* In my answer, 
also inclosed, 1 have endeavoured to follow 
closely those among the reasons stat^ in 
your mspatcl^s* which I conceive likely 
,to {wove the leaist oifeitsiye to this govern- 
ment* reserving other arguments for my^ 
first future conference with the minister* ; 

(I%st inclosure referred to in No; 3.) 

Ilia majesty the emperor luu jriifil;, loarli-* 
ed with the utmost ^rpriae' by acpouziis 
from hie mmbter at Gq^erfiagen; a8 virell 
as by a dtspalch from iSa Ddaish. 
jesty4 minister at this court/that 
Jackson, his Britamick Pleid-^^ 

potentiary,hat madepropdo^ons ^ 
gatory toaaimrompattbkrwith theil^i^^ 
of every independents power* and tfa#; ^ 
on therefosaJoftiie prince royal of 

marictoiajc^e toapreten^ne^ . 

dinftryrtiie£i)gliiitlbet.tot^ ^ 

n Q • • 
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which evidently announces ihten- 
tDEPB. hostile towards Denmark. The ties 
consanguinity and friendship which 
cyoite^iiis imperial majesty with the king of 
Deftinark not s^fiering him to view with 
i|idifference any Ganger which might me¬ 
nace the dominions or the independence of 
that sovereign, the undersigned has receiv¬ 
ed ' commands to invite his 'excell<ency 
lord Granville I^veson Gower, to acquaint 
him vvith the motives which have induced 
the cabinet of iSt. Jameses to adopt pro¬ 
ceedings so extraordinary against Den 
The undersigned, &c. 

' Signed) A. Be Budbero. 
iclosure, referred to in No. 3.) 

^ , . . St» Petersburgh, 21st August 

~ t . (2d September) 1807. 

* Agreeably to the desire of his excellency 
general Budberg, the undersigned, ambas 
sedor. of his Britannic majesty, msses no 
time iiy;ommunicating to the Russian go- 
vet'nment the motiyes which led to tlfe 
st^ps taken by the king's ministef; at the 
court ofDenmark, and to the subsequent 
operations of tlie British forces against the 
{siand Zealand.—^Thc British ministry 

hadAeen a long time in possession of po- 
' wtive data whidi left no doubt as to the 
intentions of the French government res- 
imctmg'tlie maritime means of Jk?nmark; 
and the prqjects agaiiist England foom that 
quarter', which were matur^ by the con¬ 
tinental pdhee, certainly cannot have es¬ 
caped the penetration of his majesty the 
emperor of Russia^ The Danish fleet des- 
to cover ^ descent on the British 
cmaats Smug therefore an object essential 
accomplishment'of the views of 
]|ram:i^ the ,king» found himself under the 
linearity of securing himself from so im- 
a>dan^r, by those precautions 
whiA yirere adopted with regret, however 
ft^ispep^ie for the sec^'ity Sf his 
«^mpire.. The ties of relationship which 
dpUe' ^e two^comas of liondon ana of Co¬ 
penhagen would have inspired the king 
with ,tlie desire ^ avoiding such, a painfol 
extremity/and of rSsfSte^ing, as fof as de¬ 
pended upon hims^, thkintereats of Den- 
, inark j hgt his duty ealled equaBy. for 
adapted to ward pfl' a danger 
not only the weifore of 
|ut Urn ekistenco of his crown. 

re- 

notei will with 
incu^delhiled verbal 
^excellency; des^ 
hi|aseif of the opportu^ 
^ hiaht|^ 
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consideration. (Signed) G. L. Gowbk* 
His excellency general de Budberg, &c. 

No. IV.— Extract of a dispatch from Mr. 
Secretary Canning to th^ right horn ' 
lord Granville Leveson Gower, dated 
^ September 27th 1807: 

Sir Robert^Wilson arrived here on Sa¬ 
turday the l^th with your excellency's 
dispatches of the 2d instant, which I have 
Jaid before the king,—^Whatever may have 
been the motives or the causes of the 
change which your excellency represents 
to have taken place in the tone of the Rus¬ 
sian councils, or whatever may be the pro¬ 
bability of the continuance of the system 
now apparently adopted ; his majesty 
hails with the most sincere satisfaction 
the return of those^ sentiments of friend¬ 
ship and confidence on the part of his au¬ 
gust ally/from which his majesty on his 
part has never deviated, and thp cultiva¬ 
tion of which is than ever necessary 
for their common interests.—our excel¬ 
lency will lose no opportunity of caress¬ 
ing these sentiments to his imperial ma¬ 
jesty and his minister.—^For forbearance 
and moderation which your excellency 
has been all along instructed to employ 
in all your remonstrances with respect to 
transactions in which the personal charac¬ 
ter of his imperial majesty was so imme¬ 
diately concerned, and the reliance which 
you have not failed to express’ on the re¬ 
turning sense of what was due to his ma¬ 
jesty's long experienced friendship and 
fidelity, accord perfectly with the lan¬ 
guage which you are now instructed tonse, 
and make the whole of his majesty's con¬ 
duct towards his imperial majesty uni¬ 
form and consistent And your excel¬ 
lency cannot too constantly impress upon 
the Russian minister the topic which you 
h^e so judiciously employed in your late 
oonferdnees, that in the present state of 
the world,, retrospect and recrimination 
are worse than useless; and that the es¬ 
tablishment of future good understanding 
and the concert of measures to be taken 
with a view to future exertion, are alone 
the proper siil^ects of discussion between 
the t^j^vemments.—^Your excellency 
did p^^tly right in declining to con¬ 
sider the 'ommontcation of general Bud- 
berg as sdmciently satisfactory to autho¬ 
rise your acceptance, on the part of, his 
imyesty, of the mediation of the empefor 
of T £uasku-^The points upon which the 
quearioa of this acceptafice turns, are, 
frank communicationji^the arti- 
dea the Treaty of Illsit> secret as well 
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as avowed, 2dly, A distinct explanation j or eventual, in which th^^ interests of thm 
of the basis upon which France proposes rcountry or its Mies are in any degree con- 
to treat, and which appeared to his iinpe- cerned"—In the same'formal manner a 
rial niajest 3 rat Tilsit so just and honour- communication should be required di the 
able.—These are the conditions directly basis of peace proposed bf France ; upon 
stipulated in iny note to M. Alopeus, an^ which the Russian Minist^/ does not ap-» 
without which an acceptance^ of any me- pear to have'oftered any explanation.— 
diation by his majesty could be nothing The other two points are not so strictly 
else than a complete surrender of his ho- connected with the question of mediation, 
nour and his interest into the hands of the* Bnt it is nevertheless perfectly reasonable 
iiieciiator, if not of the enemy.—But to that his majesty should require some os- 
these are reasonably to be added, if not tensible proof of the goodwill of his aii^ 
as conditions without which it would be gust ally, to counteract the genera? im* 
impossible to consent to treat under the pression which must have been created*byiM» 
iuispices of Russia, at least as those which late events, of a ditlbrence and disunion • 
his majesty has a right to* require from a between them; before his majesty can 
friendly power, before he commits him- with a good grace accept those offices at 
self to its guidance in a question affecting the emperor of Russia's hands, of which 
the iinmediate safety and the future wel- impartially should be the essential charac- 
fure of his dominions; 1st, A disclosure ter. No jyrodt'could be selected, at once so 
of the gey ral views of policy of the em- easy* for^ his imperial majesty to give, so 
peror of Russia; and of ^ny engag:ement8 grateful to his majesty to receive,iso na- 
iiito which be may have entered with res- tural in the eyes of the world, and so lit¬ 
re ct to the different powers in whose for- tie liabh^ to exception on the parto^Francej 
tunes his majesty takes an interest; and as the renewal of the Treaty of Commerce, 
i^dly, Some plain and decisive proof of —^With lespect to the remaining point, 
the good undemanding subsisting between which your excellency is instructed to 
his majesty and his august ally ; such as urge—a communication on the part of 
shall satisfy, not his majesty only, but , the Russian government of its general 
Europe and the world, of the impartiality views and policy for the future,—you will 
with which his imperial majesty has un* Qbserve,^hat his imperial majesty himself 
dertaken, and prq>ose8 to administer, the annexed to his conditional acceptance of 
duties of his office as mediator,—With res- the mi^iation of the emperor of Austria, 

f eet to the first of the two points which a similar demand of the communication 
have stated as absolutely indispensable, of the general views of the court of Vienna 
general Budf»erg appears as yet to have* respecting the future state of Europe;— 
gone no farther than to give a verbal as- In the treaty of Bartenstein, concluded be- 
surance that there is not any article, tween his imperial majesty and the king 
among the secret articles of the^eaty of of Prussia, and offered by them to th% ac- 
Tilsit, stipulating for the shutting of the ceptance of other powers as the basis of a 
Russicui ports a^inst Great Britain.—But co-operation for the purpose oPproducing 
it will immediately have occurred to 3rour a general pacific arratigenfent, h di^inct 
excellency that a distinction might pr9U and dgtailed exposition was entered mto 
bably be taken in M. de Budberg’l mind with re<<pectgM>t Only to the powers in- 
betu^een a stipulation for the Immediate tended to be comprehended as parties to 
and unconditional execution of a purpose, the treaty, but to all the other powers of 
and the agreement to 'resort to it eventu- Europe in whose fete any one of the prin- 
ally, under circumstances which may not cipal powers could be |upposed to be in- . 
yet have occurred ; and that, supposing terested?—These examples of what bU im- 
.the former only to be the sense of M* de penal majesty has done, and what he has 
Budberg's assurance, that assura nce g iight required, would sufficiently authariae |iis 
be literally true, without in fet^cSni^- msjesty's solicitude to obtabi a ^milar ax¬ 
ing any thing essentially satisfemry.—^Ine planation on the presmit occaStcmv<-«J3tit 
inference to be drawn from thia circum- there are other grouSida for it in the very 
stance is, that the Rowian minister should state and citculii^ai^es of Europe, asaris-^ 
be called upon by your esnseUency in w ^ng out of the T^^ty of Tilsit, and ^ 
official note, not for a Mmple disavowal sdpulatioiis qdn^aed to it; some of Wfiicii 
only of any mgh article, but for ilie com- stipulations are emtying inlo 

municatioti of the secret, aiifetes them- ention in t Way^to excifo hie nigjesty's 
selves, or at mast of any agreesneiitantnai ^ tq[^ivfeenstonii/ivimi ibr hfe bwit hiteresti, » 
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Ibr^those of his ayifes.—Is it possible that I’ gOOeral Budberg's note on the subject of 
iMttiaajesty shbuld not think it essential to the operations at Copenhagen. I enclose 
informed whethfcr the public article pf to your excellency a copy of the Declara- 
die Treaty of Tilsit, which recognizes the tion which his majesty has caused to be 
French king of^^^aples, only as king of published on that subject, in which your 
Kaples, is, in eJfect, contradicted by a sc- excellency will find the principles upon 
cret article, which adds to this title that which his m^'esty hasi acted, c^Iearly laid 
die two Sicilies ? The movements in the down; and in which the disposition of his 
Mediterranean, and the surrender of Oorfu, majesty to limit the measures of hostility 
naturally give rise to a variety of apprt- Ao which he has unfortunately found him- 
tensiohs, which it would be for the inte- self compelled to have recourse, is an- 
Ttsi of both countries to quiet, or at least, noimced with that frankness and inodera- 
to redhee writhin the bounds of truth.— tion which characterize his majesty^s cou- 
not his majesty the right to require duct. In conversing upon this subject 
some explanation of the intentions of with the Russian minister, your excellencv, 
Rossm With respect to Turkey ; a power in addition to tho' argiiments so correctly 
with whom his majesty finds himself at stated in your note, and to those wuth 
war, and left alone in the war, for no other which his inajestyis Declaration will fur- 
than /Russian interests, and from a quarrel nisb you, w ill not hesitate to appeal to 

a mused by his majesty for the sake of his the Ktissfan government itself for rea- 
y ?—^These topics your exceilevey nvill, sons in justification of the measures to 
urge imyour conferences with M. de Bod- which his majesty has been under the ne- 
berg with all the earnestness which their cessity of resorting—You will remind ge- 
importsmee requires, but at the same time neral Budberg, not as matter of reproach, 
cmrefully atoidrng a strain of reproach ; but as matter of fact merely, that from the 
and even when you are obliged to confess conclusion of the peace of Tilsit down to 
the suspicion of engagements having been the hour at which your excellency's dis- 
entered into such as his ms^sty cannot patchesbysirRobert Wilson wore received 
’ blit disapprove, conducting your inquiry in note, the British government were without 
•nch a manner as shall lead M. de Budberg one word of assurance as to the amicable 
to^ believe that his majesty is anxious ra- intentions of Russia towards Great Britain, 
ther to find the means of preventing or The offer of mediation, under all the cir- 
rem^ying^the evil, than to discoffer the cumstanceswbich belonged to it, was calcu- 
grounds of complaint againt Russia. Upori luted to excite any other feeling rather than 
the whole, your excellency will collect that of confidence in the emperor's good- 
tmn these instructions, that his majesty will 5 ; and every account that was received 
is as much desirous, as ever, to cultivate here of the temper in which that proposal 
the firiendship and alliance of the emperor was made, and of the light in which it 
of j that he conceives the only was viewed by the enemy, justified the bc- 

chah^e of safety fot what remains of £u- hef that it w^ intended by Russia rather 
rape p deiftitd upon the renewal of a good as preparatory to hostility consequent upon 
*between them; that his his majesty's refusal, than as likely to lead 
malesiy jiiW never, even under agpear- to*a pacific result through his acceptance, 
anefes most uniavourablle', altogether In the‘mean time, the publication of the 
deiypahred pf such a recurrence, on the Prussiahpeace, and the concealment of^he 
part of thq eit^ror/to the counsels which Russian, and th(^ intelligence of the plan 
are bes^ calculftied fi>r his Owit glory, and brought fomiird in tht' conferences of 
for the seCmrHuPf ^is oWit dotiiinions; 4 b Tilsit for a general confederacy againt this 
it h no4r hopedIms takfeh place ; ^d that, country, in which the navies of Denmark 
bis ipajeSly, upon siich a chahge, is eager iUitd Portugal were destined to co-operate, 
to i|ir|et‘‘aU that has passed pf aHature (tntelligisnce since confirmed by a frank 
coniradictqjiry to those couasefe, or incon* ftttd fr!en!|^ edmmunication from Por- 
shitM with them. tugal herM^ •of such a proposal WTing 

of a IX^patoh firom been acivslly made to her by France, and 
Canning to the Right enforced with thrfemn of instant and ,de- 
Wd Granville Ipvesoh' stauctive hostility in case of her declining 
dated 2 E, 1807* th comply wjtli it), these circumstanffe?, 

1807^ coupted wkh the actual Sreparaiion for 
iinagcst^ mniitly t^proveg of the' the reception of a large force at 

r luriiiwer rejmitiedi by yW eilicellency tif Hamburgh, formed together such i bddy 
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of evi(leiice not oply of the deigns of Bo¬ 
naparte, but of the cortiiivance, if ftot of 
the participation, of Russia, that his ma¬ 
jesty wouldWiave been wanting alike in 
what he owed to his own dignity and to 
the security of, lus dominions, if he had 
not taken the most etlectual steps for* 
breaking through the combination that 
was collecting round him: and it would 
have been idle, under such circumstances, 
to have waited the consent of Russia to' 
ineasurei* calculated to repel a danger, of 
whicli Russia herself formed so large a 
part. It cannot be disguised, therel'ore, 
liiat the want of communh atiou on the 
part of the Russian government has been 
in no small , degree the cause, of the very 
mischief which that government now la¬ 
ments. Confident as his majesty is in the 
justification of the vigorous and decisive 
.steps to whicfi the necessity of self-pre¬ 
servation <!^liged him to resort, he would 
yet more willingly have'been spared the 
fiainful task of acting upon that necessity, 
had Russia been in a state to oiief her 
guarantee of the neutrality of Denmaili, 
instead of affording such strong ground of 
suspicion that she was prepared to coun¬ 
tenance, if not to instigate, her hostility. 
But it is useless as well as painful to dwell 
upon what might have been the course of 
events, if the emperor of Russia had not 
unwaringly delivered hiniself over to the 
counsels of France, at a moment when it 
was of all others the most essential that a 
good uiiderstai^ding shpuld be kept up be-« 
tween Russia and Great Britain. Vour 
excellency will therefore dwell on these 
topicks no longer than may be necessary 
to impress upon the mind of the Russian 
lainister, the conv*ction that the supposed 
unfriendliness of Russia must of itself have 
prevented his majesty from comimmicaW 
ing with his imperial majesty on th^ sttb- 
ject of J)ei)mark, before he proceeded to* 
those strong but necessary measures, the 
result of which has dispelled all appre¬ 
hension of danger from that qyartcr. It 
remains, imw, according to the principle 
wisely established in your excellency's 
late conlejencas with general Budberg, to 
look forward to the brobable coj^i|«tences 
of what has taken place, andr to^^eayour 
to turn them to such acqoilitr^ may be 
most beneficial both tj^ Buasia Great 
Britain, and to that cause which their re- 
ymm mig^ht. y^t a hope of conduef- 
iug toajFavourable mm. Afbar the pe- 
rueal of the pape^ which 1 inclose, ypur, 
cjjSftBamoy mill be fully mfonwd of the 


whole situation of affairs with respect to 
Denmark. His majesty perfectly wil- 
liiig that the gacification with the'court of 
Denmark should be wholly the worjt of 
the emperor of Russia; that it should ori¬ 
ginate in his imperiaUmajtsty^s counsels, 
be conducted under his auspices, and cpn-' 
eluded under his guarantee. The situation 
of his imperial majesty, as the natural pro¬ 
tector of the north, obviously points him 
out for such a task; which even Prance 
could not refuse to assign him, unless 
France w^ere ripe for breaking with the 
court of Petersburgh. Denmark hal un¬ 
questionably applied to the emperor* 0 ^ 
Russia for protection, llow can that ap¬ 
plication be better answered than by the 
emperor of Russia's engaging to bring 
Great Britain to an anangenient upon such 
terms as are stated in the inclosed papers > 
And to such engagement on the part of 
the ehiporor of Russia, the emperor is be * 
forehand assured of the consent of Lis ma- 
jesty. 

IS^o. VI.—Extract of a Dispatfdi from 
the Right Honourable Lord Granville 
Leveson Gower to Mr, Secretary 
Canning, dated St. Petersburgh, Sept/ 
19, 1807. Received Oct. 7. 

I have the honour to inform you, that 
on Tuesday last general Budberg gave up 
the portfeuille of the foreign affairs to 
count Soltykoff. I took an early oppor¬ 
tunity *after this notification ,of seeing 
count Soltykoff, and recapitulated to him 
what had passed in my last conference 
with general Budberg; I reminded him 
the promise made by his predecessor to 
bring under the immediate consideratioli 
of the emperor the points upon which 1 
had been instructed to'obtain an answer 
from this court, before I could s’i^ify the 
.acceptance of his majesty to the proposed 
offer oC mediation. I observed that the 
tardiness of Ais government upon this 
subject ill accorded with the anxiety ex¬ 
pressed by his imperial injyesty for the 
conclusion of peace between England and 
France. Count Soltykoff answered that 
he woud on the following daytxke tte 
emperor’s orders with respect to the com* 
munication pf the secret artiples of tjie 
treaty nf Tilsit; without,^eiim bis 
imperial majesty he could take upon hiin- 
seif to say the Russian govemm^t 
was well disposed t 6 enter into a negotjili- 
tion .upon thi^ tre?ity of commerce} 
he repeated t had heard before from 
genial Budberg, that the Preset de 'JDrditd 
tij^m^tted by M. Afopeti* W»t in dm 
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fim instance be^u^mitted to the conside- 
' ^IfSoa of the, d%»aitment which it {>ecii««| 
ifely concerned.. In the oourse of our 
' ^versAtion he gave me many general as- 
lilEi^nceB of the amicable disposition of this 
^ddiiit to^vardsi. and of the satis- 

^^htion he shoold feel in contributing to 
tbe establishment of a footing of friendly 
, '^d confidential intercourse between our 
governments. Count Soltykoff {)evig 
in the^country yesterday, my endeavours to 
See him were unavailing; but I this irioni- 
ing obtained a conference, When, after 
some expressions of regi*et, at his first 
•*lSmthunicatmn with me being of an un- 
; pleasant nature, he told me, that he was 
dmthort^d by the emperor to inform me, 
Umt fata imperial majesty did not think 

! ^ro|>er to communicate the secret articles, 
t is not, he said, on account of their con¬ 
taining any stipulations prejudicdl to Eng- 
' (and; but having once determihed *that 
theise dR^tictes should not be made public, 
the emperor sees no reason for receding 
iibm htf determination. 

No. ViL—^Extract of a Dispatch from 
i the Right Honourable Lord Oranviiie 

Leveson Gower to Mr. Secretary 

'Catiniiig, dated Saint Petersburgh, 

. 9 Sept. 1807. Received Oct. 7. 

last dispatches to you had scarcely 
teft Petersburgh, when 1 received ^nforma- 
tim that the emperor had name^ count 
B6manzow^ minister for foreign aftairs. 
This appointment was oificimly made 
known three days afterwards to the corps 
dTplmmatique by a circular note. 1 

tfaot^ht it my duty to lose no time in see- 
' dng cooiU Befmanxow; and the state of sus- 
a^ieitieA m which 1 faave been so long kept 
^ testpect to the negotiation of the re- 
of the tneaty of commerce, justified 
me in te^faaiting an immediate conference 
with the now minister. After th# usual 
compUmmiti upon his af^dSfatment, 1 ex¬ 
pressed to him.the rkgret 1 felt at the ex¬ 
traordinary reserve of his court towards 
that of Londoa, and my extreme disap¬ 
pointment at the nefosal which h§d been 
^ eignified tome by count SoUykoff to com- 
lUSinieale to me the secret arrangements 
^ ^^uncteded a\ Tilsit I observed that this 
leftiid made it impossible for the king my 
^ lihaites^ in avail himself of his imperial 
wu^mly^s vCdfor of mediation; for how, 
daid eoidd^it be expected that his ma- 
the medsation of a so- 
tt wisioifpi^Vbni^^ whom and Bonaparte 
^iuve was evety^appearaiice < of intimate j 
fAtriMiiA secret undemandingi and foaig I 
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whom his majesty had not been able ta 
obtain any mark "whatever of friendship 
and confidence ? I added, that 1 was the 
more surprised "at this conduct, because, « 
notwithstanding the grounds of dissatisfac-' 
tion which the published articles of the 
treaty of Tilsit afforded to his majesty, 
such was his partiality towards bis august 
ally, that he had been disposed to look 
i^upon them as forced upon his imperial 
'majesty by the unfortunate circurnstancca 
of the moment; and I had, even since the 
knowledge of these public articles, been 
authorize to give fresh assurances of the 
desire of his majesty to renew the inti¬ 
macy and confidence which had before 
subsisted between the two courts. Count 
RomanzotV answered, that the emperor*!* 
friendship for his majesty had been pi^ovinl 
by his aijjxicty that peace shpuld he con¬ 
cluded between England and France, and 
that his impartiality had been Vnamfesterl 
by his offer of 'mediation; impartiality 
being jthe necessary'attribute of a media¬ 
tor. After giving the obvious answer to 
his novel mode of reasoning, 1 expressed 
my hope that the union of the two depart-* 
ments of commerce and foreign affairs in 
the same person would accelerate the ne-» 
gottation of the treaty of commerce* 
Nearly a month had elapsed since the ar¬ 
rival-here of a projet of a treaty transmit¬ 
ted by M. Alopeus, and yet I have not 
been able to obtain an answer whether the 
stipulations of that projet of a treaty were 
uppjoved of here, or even whether the 
Russian government were disposed to en¬ 
ter at all into negotiations upon this sub¬ 
ject, Count Romanzow assured me that) 
he never heard of this proj^t but from sir 
Stephen bhairp; that since he had receiv¬ 
ed the portefeuille of the foreign affairs, 
he had enquired for it, but it could not be 
^oundjisand that he 8U]>posed it must be 
among the papers of the emperor. I pro¬ 
posed to send liqn a copy; which he de¬ 
clined to accept, saying, that he w'ould, in 
the first iustance, acquaint the emperor 
that I had requested an answer from this 
government upon the question of the re¬ 
newal of the treaty of commerce. 1 took 
this cMl^ity of observing to him that 
M. Alopeu^Jutd asked tor this project; 


and thatj^^foi^ unless aperfect change 
had taken place in t^ friendly dispositions 
of this court, the emperor would certainly 
a^Jprove of ohr entering into neffoeiation 

K X though it might happen some 

jH'OvisiQiis of H might p 08 siblx< be 
caiMidfiinil hare a$ not wholly free horn 
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objection. He aaid, that he was happy § 
to hear from sir Stephen Shairp^ that 
the projet contained nothing contrary to 
the regulations prescribed in the manifesto 
of the 1st January, for that was a funda¬ 
mental law of the country : and afit^r 
boasting of the indulgence he had shewn 
to the English merchants in the execution 
of this act, he shewed a wish to end our 
confiTmicc, by beginning a conversation 
on dillerent subjects. 

No. Vlll. —Dispatch from the Right 

Hon. Lord Granville Leveson Gower. 

to Mr. Secretary Canning,, dated St. 

Petcr^burgh, 19thSept.(Oct. l.)1807. 

—Received Oct. 28 th-, 

Sir, I had the honour, by the last mes¬ 
senger, to inform you of my having com¬ 
municated to countRomanzow tj^opyof the 
capitulation of Copenhagen, accompanied 
by a shoi<. note, in which I expressed my 
hope that tliis capitulation might be fol¬ 
lowed by the re-establishment of Peace 
between Great Britain and Denmark. Six 
days after I received the enclosed note 
from the Russian minister. The preten¬ 
sions set forth in this paper, and the tone 
in which they are urged, appear to me to 
be of a nature to call for an immediate an¬ 
swer. In my reply (of which I enclose a 
copy) 1 endeavoured to satisfy the Russian 
minister that his ma-jesty’s government 
had, in the communications which 1 had 
been authorized to make, shewui every 
reasonable mark of respect and considera¬ 
tion for his imperial majesty, notwith¬ 
standing his change of system and priiici- 
plos ; but 1 thought it no less necessary to 
let the Russian minister clearly understand, 
that his majest}^ was not to be frightened 
out of the pursuit of such measures as he 
might judge expedient for the security of 
his empire, by any indirect meiiaoc or ip- 
tiipation of the displeasure of the emperor 
of Russia. At the sam^ time that 1 sent 
this answer, I requested a conference with 
count Roman 2 ow,with the view of extract¬ 
ing from him some explanation of the ex¬ 
pression, que P emperenr se uoit k lui- 
m^me commeaux inter^Lsde son empire de 
ne pas s'y montrer infjensiye.'^*l*wo days 
and a balf passed without aw^otice being 
taken of this request of a xon^erence. J 
renewed my demand ; when o^li the fol¬ 
lowing day count ^manzow wrote that 
he intended passing two day^ at Gats- 
chma,^the palace of the empress mother, 
hot that oil his return on Wednesday he 
would reedliiie me. 1 acomdiagly tailed 
upon him this day. Upon my entrance 
Voju X. 


he made many ^ohgkfa for not ndvjiig 
appointed ap earlier day for oui coute- 
rence^ 1 told him my impatience 
proceeded frojn my wish to avoid, ail pos¬ 
sible misunderstand tug between our two 
courts; tliat 1 was sorry*to observe, thht. 
in the note which he addressed to me, he 
had made use of certain expressions which 
would with great reason create considev- 
imle uneasiness in England ; that he must 
he sufficiently w'ell acquainted with the 
British government to know thatwjiatever 
might be the wishes and views of this 
court, no more effectual mode could 
been adopted to prevent their receiving 
that attention which had uniformly been 
given to the representations of this coun¬ 
try, than the use of language which im¬ 
plied menace. 1 acknowledged that the 
ver^^ current reports of an embargo being 
about eo be laid upon English ships in 
Russian ports, (which reports, I wal sorry to 
observe, had originated with a person em¬ 
ployed in the office for foreign atjairs,) had 
perhaps the effect of making me attribute 
a more hostile sense to some parts of tlie 
note than what was really intended by his^ 
excellency ; but that the knowledge of 
these reports would certainly reach Eng¬ 
land, and that it was now therefore, in the 
highest^degree essential, that I should re- 
ceivc^rom him assurances that the emperor 
entertained no hostile intentions towards 
Great Britain. Count Romanzow answer¬ 
ed, that I must be aware, how little wortliy 
of credit were the frequent reports tjiat had 
been raised at St. Petersburgh, of an embar¬ 
go being to be laid upon English ships^ and 
that he could assure .me that the Russian 
government had not even thought of such 
a measure. But upon mv .coipstruing his 
w'ords into an assurance, that no embargo 
wouW take place, and expressing the sa- 
ti.'ifiiction 1 Should feel in transmitting such 
an assurance to my court, he repfed^ that 
he was not authorised to say any thing to 
me of the future intentions of his ,soye^ 
reigns that neither’*he nor the Damsh 
minister had received any accoimts from 
Kiel since the capture of Copenhagen, 
that the emperor, therefore, being as yet 
unacquainted with the sentiments or views 
of the prince royal of Denmark since tliat 
event, naturally waited for the commaoi- 
cation of them before his imperial nmiesty 
could make* up his own opinion<lippii th« 
question. Count Romanzow tben^^asked 
me, whether it was the intentioo^af hkma-' 
jesty^s govennnmit to restore the ships tp 
the king of Denmark in the cfce of peaco* 
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iieim>l:oi1c1nd«d Wrth France. I observ^, 
tta»Vi*iostifitiC8 ^Jiavi^ig comn>enced, the 
of the Daniiin Aeet had been ob« 
W fcrce> and not by negociation ; 
md ibst he woujrf'sec; by the terms of the 
t«a^tulation» that‘ no such condition bad 
be^ agieed to by the commanders of his 
m^esty^s forces; but that I had received 
no dispatches whatever from you since the 
news of. the capture of Copenhagen had 
inched London. I have the honour, &c. 

,, Gbanville Leveson Gower. 
-^jrrt iticlosure referred to in No. 8») 
undersigned has had the honour to 
lay before the emperor, the note and the 
copy of the capitulation of Copenhagen, 
transmitted to him by his excellency lord 
L. Gower. His ioAperial majesty has 
viewed with infinite concern all the mis- 
fiurtunes which have overwhelmed* a m^o- 
narch, to whom he is attached, by fbe ties 
of blood, %iid of those of a long friend¬ 
ship. When the British ministry conceiv¬ 
ed the ddfeign of despoiling Denmark of 
her fleet: vTiejn they dispatched for that 
purpose to the Baltic, a numerous land 
force and a considerable they gave 

no intiiDation of it to his imperial ma¬ 
jesty. This silence, this extreme re¬ 
serve, may serve as a proof, that the 
cabinet of St.-James's were themselves 
persuaded, that what they were ui^er- 
takiftg w as directly contrary to the inte- 
iests of Russia. Bo in fact it is, and the 
etnperenr owes it two himself, and to the 
interests efhis empire, not to shew himself 
fuaenrible to it. His majesty considers 
. hknselfii^ gtiftrantee of the security and of 
trOili|tliiUtybfth^Balti Sea; at what 
period have ^ tranquillity and the secu¬ 
rity d|* thid.^ sea4»een so molested as in 
th& The undersigned^ having 

apprised his Britannic maje|ty^s ambfesii- 
der^ the 'Sentiments of the empernr his 
foaSter^ avails himself of this opportunity, 
at*. (Signed) <JonwT Niohoias be Ro- 
makzwp. Sti Peteesburgh/Sept. I, 1B07. 
(Second mcloinire, inferred to in Nn. 8.) 

The tmdet^igned, his Ihritaniik: majesty 
mnbassador, has the honour to acknowledge 
ibeeiptof the note of yester^’s date, 
v^dh the ebunt de RomanEoft’addressed 
to He will lose no time in trans- 

xntttfug'it to bis court, butsthe charges 
vi-biett ireoimiiiis against the British go- 
' ' on the undersigned the 

__^ his excellency to ««b- 

tiay to his imperial majesty 



®f both powers. Although the celerity im 
dispehsiblc.to the ewcution of the mea¬ 
sure of precaution adopted with regard to 
Denmark, did not allow of any anterior 
communications, the note of the under, 
signed, dated the 2d September, so for 
from concealing the reasons which 
duced that expeditioai, declared them with 
frankness, and the explanation of them 
was repeated and accompanied with de¬ 
tails in the highest degree satisfactory, at 
the first conference of the undersigned 
with the ministry of that day. The se¬ 
cret articles of the Treaty of Tilsit arc 
moreover still unknown to the court of 
London; and the undersigned has vainly 
required a communication of those ar¬ 
rangements# the execution of which daily 
developes f^jects in no way ^formable 
to the spirit of the ancient alliances, and 
absolutely prejudicial to those interests, 
the maintenance of which formerly con¬ 
stituted an essential part of the Russian 
system.* Is it, then, for Russia to com¬ 
plain <rf secrecy, whilst that court ab^ 
lately refuses the* only explanation which 
could have been satisfectory to the court 
of London, as to the intentions and the 
projects meditated 'ith regard to her ? 
This silence, this extreme reser\^e^, may 
serve as proof that the cabinet of Bt. Pc- 
tersbuTgh were themselves persuaded that 
their secret arrangements were directly 
contrary to the interests of Great Briuin. 
As to the tranquillity of the Baltic, Eng¬ 
land has never recognized any exclusive 
rights, and whatever may have been the 
pretensions of Russia to the title of gna* 
rantee of the security of that sea, her si¬ 
lence at die period when every port frem 
Lubeckto Memel was shut against the 
British flag, appears an open abandon¬ 
ment of those pretensions. (Signed) GitAjj- 

villeLeveson Gower, 12 (2+) September, 

No. IX.—Extract of a Dispatch from 

Lord Granville Ii^ves<m Gower, lo 

Mr. Secretary Canning, dated Su 
Petorsburgh, October ^th; 1807* * 

Sir Robert Wilson arrived here, on Sa-^ 
turday tteV'^^V* delivered to me yoyr 
dispatches, ,*5he emperor having returned 
from the insp^fion of his army in Ppland, 
only on Thursday last and count Romaii- 
zow having for some days previous to that 
time been waiting at Gatscoina the 
of his imperial inKie»ty, it was qpt m 
Saturday night that I succeeded ip obta^ 

__ c _ _ nitadlfotv fnimsM 


'4i^'the-t«dprfi(»d proceedings 


r^tiods, whieh may place in L ing a conferenoe with the, 
- ‘ ’ •* 'ten My reports of the 
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try and of the unfriendly tone which 
ha^ marked the comfnnnieation 1 have re¬ 
ceived from this government since that 
change, will have dissipated the hopes 
which the account oF my last conversation 
with general Budberg and other repife- 
scntations had led his majesty’s govern¬ 
ment to entertain of the it)tore conduct of 
this court. I began my conference with 
count Komanzow, by saying, that 1 had 
received instructions which were written 
under an impression that there existed in 
this cabinet a disposition to renew its 
former footing of confidence with the Eng¬ 
lish government ; 1 explained to him 

fairly what had caused this^mpression, and 
added that though his majesty could re¬ 
gard the energy and resources of his own 
people as tl^c only sure foun<^{ion of the 
safety and prosperity of hie kingdom, yet 
that he dras always inc^lined to avail him¬ 
self of any opportunity w'hich this court 
might aflbrd tor re-establishing that union 
and confidence which appeared * advan¬ 
tageous to the mutual interests of both 
countries, and almost essential for the re- 
cmery of the' independence of Europe, 
that the communications 1 had received 
from his excellency, and the conduct of 
this government since the portefeuille of 
foreign affairg had been committed to his 
hands, had so changed the state of things, 
that 1 almost doubted whether 1 should 
be justified in executing the instructions 1 
had received ; but that trusting thpt ke 
would do justice to the persevering mode¬ 
ration of his majesty, 1 would state to him 
with ft^ankness what was the nature of 
these insirudtions. His majesty’s decla¬ 
ration, 1 observed, sufficiently explained 
to Europe, that the court of London had 
no views of aggrandizing or enriclang 
itself at the expeiice of Denmark. Ipr 
tl)e security of the British dominions, his 
majesty had been forced to remove out of 
the reach of France the naval means of 
Denmark; but the'object being aciom- 
plished, the English government were 
ready to forego any kdvantage that might 
be derived to Gmat Britain from the con¬ 
tinuance of this war; and^s ^s^esty %vas 
readto concert with Rti^M>hc means of 
re-estahlishiM the tranquiluty of the north 
of Europe. That ob^ct could obtained 
only by the reetoraiion of the neutraHty 
of Denmark^ arid that neutrality coul J be 
rehdeued real and permanent only through 
the means of Russia. The opart of Pe- 
tersburgh,^ sakL WeVe evenmorO intereit^ 
ed thin the-'codrt of Londm intbo 
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ccs^ of this hegOciatidSfc j Count RoCman^ 
20 W answered, i** Koyr can Russia recom-* 
mend to Denmark to submit to thetaffiiUit 
she had reedved, luad to endmewdth^^^ 
tience all her losseafp'Vt relied* ^ if by 
the continuance of the Wi!r> Dejtmark co^W 
hope to recover her fleet, she might with 
reason be* indisposed to lisiendo .such ad>^ 
yice ; but when it was evident to every 
person who reflected for a momanton tlm 
actual state of things, that the cemitt of 
Copenhagen, by the continuance* of the 
war, could gain nothing but the ent^nce 
of a French array into the body of its ter¬ 
ritory, I could not but think that a friendly 
representation from a neutral power, of u 
danger which threatened the veiy exists 
ence of Denmark, might recall the Prince 
Royal to a more dispassionate considera¬ 
tion of the real interests of his country.'' 
Count'Romanzow repeated to me, that 
he did not see how the court o? Peters- 
burgh could interfere^ but added, he 
could* give me no positive ifidsw'er to 
what I had represented to him, till he 
had made his report of my communication, 
to hrs imperial majesty. 

No. X.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
the Right Honourable Lord Granville 
Leveson Gow'er to Mr. Seeretairy 
Ginning, dated Saint Petersburgli, 
Dct. 29.—Received Nov. 28th. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of 
an official note, which, in con»e<fueiicc of 
the insti*uctions contained in your dispatch 
of the 27th Sept. I immediately addressed 
to count Romanzow, upon the question 
of the proffered mediation; of KosiHa. It 
is now nearly ten days since I sent it, and 
have as yet "received no atisvier. 

(Inclosure referred t© in 10.) 

Notwithstanding his exceltency tie mi*^ 
nisttfl for foreign affatra has anotmoed bi* 
imperial m'^esty^s determination npt 
makei^ny confidential communiqatiolit of 
tho secret articles contained ia the treaty 
of peace bettveen Russia and Franco, a 
deterntination which* the Russian minis¬ 
ter has been apprised must render fruit¬ 
less the ofier of mediation proposed by 
the court*of St. Petersburgh, the imderw 
signed, his Britannic majesty^s ambas^u*^ 
dor, cannot nevertheless entirely abs^ W 
hia soUcitati^, without requesting 
cellency count Romanzow tafurnisfi 
with a statement of the reasons 
have produced this I'eserve. 
lency wiMv see moreover, 
in which the destinies of so 
aie ibvoiv^d, wi which Ian 
•r2 . % / 
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the -establishment of general 
,tra|ikquillity, cahnot with propriety beler- 
by an ai^wal purely verbal. 
.The undersigned tlierefore hastens to com- 
niunicate in an plicial shape the impe- 
jiriitJ ministry, tlm wishes of Lis sovereign, 
and he cherishes the hope that the Rus- 
jwan gorcri^ineiit, agreeably to .the de'sire 
unifonnly testified by the Rritish minrstr^y 
to preserve the ancient relation of confi¬ 
dence l>et\veen the courts of London and 
‘Saint Petersburgh, w’ill no longer hesitate 
to furnish him with the t:oinmunication he 
ji^piires, accompanied by the specifica¬ 
tion of the principles of honour and equity 
w hich his imperial majesty had reason to 
be convinced the French government w as 
desivQfUS of establishing as the basis of a 
uegociation of peace between England and 
Frapee. (Signed) G. L.* Lower. 

Oct. 11, (23) 1807. • * 

No. XL—^Extract of a Dispatch from 
the Honourable Lord Granville Leve- 
son £Jower, to Mr. Secretary* Can¬ 
ning, dated Saint Petersburgh, Nov, 
4th, 1807.—Received Dec. 2. 

.St. Petersburgh, Nov, 4, 1807. 
On Saturday moniing, the 31st ultimo, 
no notice having been taken by count 
Romanzow, either of my note of the 23d, 
Of of my verbal overtures respectirtg Den¬ 
mark, I requested of his excellency an 
early conference. On Monday I wTOte a 
second note to the Russian minister, in 
wbicb I expressed my regret at being 
under the necessity of reminding him that 
I h^d tw^o days before requested a confer¬ 
ence. yesterday afternoon received an 
in wbichne {nforms me, that he is 
by order of the omperor going to Gats- 
emna^ tnd ifiat he cannot, till his return to 
St. I^tefsburgh, mention the time when 
he can veceive^me. This detail of the 
^difficulttes I haveexpericncccbm obtaining 
ail interview ^ithcount Jlomauzo^wil], 1 
tru^, acquit me ia the opimon of nis ma¬ 
jesty of any i}fi«tturiness in the execution 
of your instructkms. • I confess tha# I am 
at a loss, to find any, satisfactory expla¬ 
nation of this wish to avoid communication 
me. L. have been infosmed that 
aonie pieml^srs of the council, who have 
consult^ in the present very critical 
i^f^rs^ had advised 4he emperor 
not. ^ ^ present opportunity of 

ibe tranquiihty of the 
^ that their <^inion has 
^ that a note,bay been 
with a view of 
JIpPPK^^Smch .'to; fm- 


«,scnt to the restoration of the neutrality of 
Denmark. The French general has re¬ 
monstrated violently against**this, mea¬ 
sure; and the Russian cabinet alarmed by 
the violence of his language, is undecided 
what answer to return to the overture 
received from England. But the fear of 
Bonaparte’s displeasure will no doubt 
prevail. 

* No. XIL —Extract of a Dispatch from the 
right honourable lord Granville Leve- 
ston Gower to Mr, Secretary Canning, 
dated Saint Petersburgh, 8th No¬ 
vember, 1807.'—Received Dec, 2. 

I had the honour of apprizing you by 
the last messenger, of the difficulty I had 
experienced in obtaining a conference 
w ith count Romanzow. I yesterday wrote 
a letter to^m, of which the Jinclosed is a 
copy, and I this morning received the in¬ 
closed note. The contents of this paper 
are so extremely important, that I w'ill not 
detain sir Robert Wilson, by making any 
observations upon the unfounded assertions 
and misrepresentations with which it 
abounds. This violent measure has been 
produced by a peremptory demand 
(brought by the last messenger from Paris) 
of the immediate execution of all the se¬ 
cret articles of Tilsit : and the French 
mission have boasted, that, after some diffi¬ 
culties, they have gained a complete tri¬ 
umph, and have carried not only this act 
of hostility against England, but also every 
other point essential to the success of Bo¬ 
naparte’s views. 1 intend asking for pass¬ 
ports to-morrow, and shall set out in the 
course of a few days. P. S.— I inclose a 
copy of a printed dechiration, which has 
been sent by the Russiajv government to 
all the foreign ministers residing at this 
cowt. 

^First JTnclosure, referred to in No. 12.) 

*The ambassador of his Britannic npi- 
jesty has repeatedly signified for more 
than a week his desire to converse with 
his exceUem;y the count Romanzow : his 
soilicitatioas have been hitherto fruitless, 
but the ambassador deems it his duty to 
renew once more* his application, pre¬ 
vious to anpoijij|^'*;ing to his court the ap¬ 
parent detemmation of his excellency to 
avoid the custofiiarycoinmuuicatfe^ Oct, 
26, (Nov.7), 1807. ^ 

(Second Inclt>sttre, referred to in No. 

The emperor, who in the course of 
the war which he has just terminated, 
bad to complain of the conduct of £ng<* 
land towards him, suppressed Ids just re<* 
sentment in the cohaUing hope that the 
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[)eace he had so lately concluded would ' 
lead to a general peace. He had consti¬ 
tuted himself mediator, he had subsequently 
oflered his mediation in acquainting his 
Britannic mvijesty that his desire was to 
obtain for him an honourable peace.—-*: 
England rejected his offices. It seemed 
as if her views were not to suffer the 
flames of war not to be extinguished, but 
to kindle them anew in the North by an 
event sudden and novel. ' The fleets and 
armies of his Britannic majesty came to 
perpetrate against Denmark, an act of 
which history furnishes no example. The 
emperor, who, to the knowledge of Eng¬ 
land was a guarantee q( tlf% tranquillity 
of the Baltic, which is a close sea; the 
emperor, who had been forewarned of 
nothing, did pot conctal his r««ipitment; 
and, in a second not% delivered to lord 
Gower, informed Englsj^id, that he did 
not intend to remain a quiet spectator of 
what had betallen a king, his relation and 
his friend. The emperor confesses, he d’^d 
not foresee, that, after this declaration, 
England would make him the proposal of 
undertaking to convince Denmark, that it 
was her interest to submit to what had 
recently befallen her, and to render Rus¬ 
sia guarantee, that Great Britain should 

f >ossess in perfect security that which she 
lad so lately wrested from Denmark. The 
Prince Royal of Denmark had not ratified 
the convention of Copenhagen. As to 
the second proposals which were made to* 
him he has again represented to his im* 
perial majesty how greatly he was irritated 
by this new procedure o£ the British mi-^ 
nistry towards him. The emperor, pene¬ 
trated with the • confidence which the 
Prince Royal reposed, in his friendship, 
having considered his own wrongs against 
England, having maturely examined hij^ 
engagements with the powers of the North, 
engagements entered mtc» by the empress 
Catharine and his majesty the late em¬ 
peror, both of glorious memory, has re¬ 
solved to fulfil them. His majesty has 
therefore ordered the undersigned to de¬ 
clare to his excellency, lord G. L. Gower, 
his Britannic majesty’s ansl^sador> that 
his imperial majesty brea^Vff all com¬ 
munication with England. *Bis imperial 
majesty recalls the ^ole of his' mission 
in that country, and will mA allow that pf 
his Britannic" majesty to remain at his 
court. JL'here shall henceforward be no 
relations between the two countries. The 
emperor dedtares that he annuls Tor ever 
every act heretofore concluded hetvreen 


•Great Britain and Russia, arid e^ectaUy 
the convention of 5-l|7 June 
proclaims anew the' principles 6t'* the 
Armed Neutrality, that monument of the 
wisdom of the empfess^Catharine, and’ 
pre-engages never to depart ‘from that 
system. He demands from Enjgland com¬ 
plete. satisfaction Tor his subjeOta on all 
their just claims for ships arid merchairiii^, 
seized or detained against the express 
tenor of the treaties concluded during his ' 
own reign. The eiriperor declar^Sf that 
no arrangements shall take place b'etweqpL' 
Russia and England until the latter shall 
have given satisfaction to Denmark. The 
emperor expects, that his Britannic ma¬ 
jesty, instead of permitting his ministers, 
as has lately been the case, to scatter 
anew the^seeds of war, listening, only to 
the dictates of his own feelings, would lend 
his assisfance to the conclusion of a peace 
with his majesty the emperor of the French, 
which would extend the incalculable bless¬ 
ings of peace over the whole world.* When 
the emperor shall be satisfied upon all 
the preceding points, and especially as to 
the peace between France and England, 
without which no part of Europe can pro¬ 
mise itself real tranquillity, his imperial 
majesty will then readily renew' with Great 
Britain the relations of friendship, Which 
Gonsidoring the dissatisfaction which the 
emperor so justly feels, he hsIHs, perhaps, 
already preserved too long. The under¬ 
signed, havin|^ thus fulfilled the orders of 
the emperor his master, requests his excel-* 
lency the ambassador to lay the contents 
of this note, without delayi before the king 
his sovereign. (Signed) ' The Count Ni¬ 
colas Romanzow; St.' Petershurgh, 27th 
Oct. (9th Nov.) 1807. * * 

DECLARATIONTHE EMPEROR OF RUSSIA.. 

The great value the Em^einr atfach^ \ 
to the friendship of his Britannic Majesty, 
the greater was his regret at perCelvirig 
that that monarch aftogelhur se^araM 
himself from him. Twice has the empierbr 
taken up arms, in which his cause was 
most directly that of England; and*he 
solicited in vain froiri England'sPcb-opera- 
tion which her inter^t reqriit^. He did 
not demand friat her troops should be 
united with his; he desired only frial 
they should tflifect a diversion. He was 
astonished that in her cause site dM * hot 
act in union with hhn; but cbol^ bon-' 
templating a bloody speeta^jtei, iri a war' 
which had heeri kindtea at 4i« - 
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! aftack Burehbs Ayt^i, Ow 
^ paur ui hW aitelefs, which anpecdred dcithi- 
ed ibthake ^ divcAion in Italy, (quitted at 
Jentfth jSitiiy where it wis ai^mbled. 
lTiS« was reasBn te believe that this was 
to make an attack upon the coasts of 
K^Ies, i^n it was understood that, it was 
occupied in attem^ihg to seize ax\d ap- 
pro^riateto Itself E^jfpt.—But what sjpn- 
sibly pouched the heart of his imperial ma¬ 
jesty was, to perceive that England, con¬ 
trary to her good ^ith and the express 
precise terms of treaties, troubled at 
^ea the commerce of his subjects. And 
at 'what an epoch! When the blood of 
^e Russians was shedding in the most glo¬ 
rious war&res; which drew down, and 
ftked agmnst the armies of his imperial 
ihaje^y, all the military force of his majes¬ 
ty the empteror of the French, with whom 
&gland was, and is now at waf. When 
the.tv»4) emperors made peace, his majesty, 
in "spite ot his just* resentments against 
Bngfanfl, did not refrain from rSncferiivg 
her .service. His majesty stipulated, even 
in the very treaty, that he would become 
mediator between her and France ; and 
he offered his mediation to the king 
of (Sfeat Britain. His majesty announced to 
tho king, that it was with a view to obtain 
ibr him honourable conditions. ^ But the 
British mihist^, apjparcntly faitiiful to 
that plan which was to loosen andf break 
the bonds which had connected Russia 
aifd England, refected the mediation. The 
brfliTOfen Russia and France was to 
pikj^e a general peace. Then it was 
that dSpgIanq ^ddenly quitted that ap- 
}:^ent leiha^y to whic] h she had aban- 
,^at it was to cast upon the 
Ndl^ new firebi*ands, which 

Wllio to* ebl^ridie ^d nourish the flames 
hot wish to tee ex- 
Her fleets and her troops 
the eoas^^ Deignark, to 
there ah adt.of vfelence of which 
his^^, to feriile in examples, does not 
fhrnisn a rittgte p^allht. A ti*aiiqtiU and 
ihq^ate pmf^r, which, bv Ihng; and un.- 
cfawgihjZ had ootaihed in the 

€l|to|e mptiarchidi a mor^ldi^ity, sees 
i^tr htoat^ed and treateiif if it had 
[ blotMad mediihting the ruin 
itid all to Justf^ its prompt 
; Spoliation. The emhotor, 
ihiU dirndhy, in llie intera^i^ of 
" tt iuo the 

i,M th^afct bf tidfehce 
whieWU ab” eW 

mi 
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a long period, imd ti^ith the^pri^i'iy of th^^^ 
cabinet of St. Jameses, the'^aubjjeict bf ris- 
ciprocat guarantee,’ did 'rio^disseipble his* 
resentmmt against England, ahd aiihourit- 
ed to her that he could not remain inseh- 
^sibieto it. His majesty did ncA foir^ee 
that when England, having ^lOpIo^d her 
force successfully, was about to bear away 
her prey,she would commit anew outrage 
against Denmark, and that his' majesty 
was to share in it. New proposals were 
made, each more insidious than the fore¬ 
going, which were to connect with the 
British power, Denmark subjected, dis¬ 
graced, and affepting to applaud what had 
been wroug|]fc?6 against her. The emperor 
still less fori^tow phat it would be proposed 
to him that Kc should guarantee this sub* 
mission,#t!pnd that ihe shoukl pledge him-^ 
self that this act of violence should nave no 
unpleasant consequences to England. Her 
ambassador believed that it was possible, 

* to prpposc to his majesty's ministry, that 
fjis majesty should become the apologist 
and the protector of what he had so loudly 
blamed. To this proceeding of the cahi- 
rWi of St. James's, the emperor paid no 
other attention than it deserved.^He thought 
it time to put llmit-s to his moderation. 
The prince royal of Denmark, endowed 
with a character full clf cnerg}’^ and noble¬ 
ness, and possessing from providence a 
dignity equal to his High rank, had in¬ 
formed the emperor, that justly incensed 
•at what had taken place at Copenhagen,, 
he had not ratified the convention, and 
considered it as of no effect. At this mo¬ 
ment he has just communicated to his im¬ 
perial majesty new Proposals which have 
been made to him, wnicti serve onfy to in- 
flaiiie his resistance iastead of apj^easing it; 
bbrause they tend to impress upon his ac¬ 
tions the seal of degradatiqUf the impres¬ 
sion of which they have never borne. -The. 
emperor, touched^ with the confidence 
which the prince rpyaf placed In him, 
and having Considered hiS4)wn peculiar 
complaints against England; harring ma- 
turely exammeij, too, the cn^gqments 
whicn he had entered into wilh tn^ powers 
6f the NctfrtMjj'j^ngagements formed by the 
empresll CdQiarine, and by Mk Idte ma¬ 
jesty the eiwerof, both oP gfdrlous ihe- 
moiy^has fdMl 

^ipperfal majesi^, all 

leomihiimtcdnon' vrit^' ]&&1fiiid t ^t^hlsL 

mt whole‘bf "the hefets* 

j and W 

dth hlS thit bf ^ 
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nection betwegi the twa, countri(;s. The 
enpperof ^ecUreSi that t^e annuls^ ^<1 for 
evfr« every prjeceding cpnvention between 
England and Russia^ and particularly that 
entered into in 1801, the 5th (17th) of the 
jnonth of June. He proclaims anew the 
principles of the armeo neutrality, that mo¬ 
nument of the. wisdom of the empress Ca¬ 
tharine, aa$l engages never to recede from 
that system. He demands of England 
complete satisfaction to all his subjects, 
for their just reclamations of vessels and 
merchandize, detained against the express 
tenor of treaties concluded in his own 
reign. The emperor engages, there shall 
he no re-esiablisnment ofi^uUh^d between 
Russia and England, till satisjbctlon shall 
have been given to Deiltna^ The em¬ 
peror expects that his tBritan njfc giaiesty. 
instead of sufiering hl\ ministers, as he 
does, to scatter the secd^f fresh war, lis< 
tening only to his own ihelings, will be 
disposed to conclude such treaty, with his 
majesty the emperor of France, as ^ball 
prolong (to use the expression) intermi¬ 
nably {k toute la terme), the invaluable 
blessings of peace.—^When the emperor 
sh^l be satisfied upon all the preceding 
points, and especially imon that of peace 
between France and England, without 
which no part of Europe can promise it¬ 
self real tranquillity, his imperial majesty 
will then gladly resume with Great Britain 
those relations of amity, which, under the 
Just discontent which he cpuld not but 
feel, he has, perhaps, preserved too long?— 
Given at St. Petersburgh 20th (31st) Oc¬ 
tober. 


PAPERS RELATING TO THE EXPE¬ 
DITION TO COPENHAGEN. 

I. —Proclamation.— By the Comman¬ 
ders in Chief of His Majesty's Forces' 
lay Sea and by Land.^ 

Whereas the^ presex^t treaties of peace, 
and the changes.of govemmex^t, and of 
territory apeede^ ^o, ^ and by so many 
powers, have so far increased the influ¬ 
ence of France on the continent of Europe, 
AS tQ, render it impossible Il^nmfari^ 
though it desires tjo be xieuHal, to pre<^ 
servo its ^entritity; an4 aB^olutcIy ne-. 
^:iv^ry those who^,continue to resist 
the ^enoh . ag^r^ion, fo take xn^siires 
to prevent *ieutral powef* 

frqi^ beiik tbb 

view, the^M canppt. present 

pqsftipn of ^nmjiflr w^b ipdHIEbrence ^ 
midliis majesty-lia^^st»tiiegot^^^^ 


i^mple ppwei:s^,toJ|xis pawh msyeity^ tp 
request, k the mo4 ^i^ioalile^ Jxxaiuiec, 
such, explanations as ..the times reqqiro, 
and a concurrence in such nioasure$,,as 
can alone give security aippnst the far¬ 
ther mischiefs which the, Iwncb; 
through the acquisition of the ‘ Banish 
navy-—^The Jciog» our royahfukt*Wt J^a-, 
ci6us fhaster, has therefore judg^ ft, 
pciTient to desire the tempo|ra^.4oposit,^ 
the Danish ships of the line ixt one of, his 
ms^sty's ports.—This deposit seems td.>he 
so just, aim so indispensably necessaryt un^ 
der the relative circumstances of the neu-* 
tral and belligerent powers, that his ma¬ 
jesty has further deemed it a duty to him¬ 
self, and to his people, to support his de¬ 
mand by a powerful fleet, ana by an army 
amply supplied with evety preparation 
necessary ifor the most active and deter¬ 
mined enterprise.—We come therefore to 
your shores, inhabitants of Zealand! not 
as enemies, but in self-defence, to prevent 
those who have so long disturbed the peace 
of Europe, from compelling the force of 
your navy to be turned against — Wq 

ask deposit; we have hot looked to cap¬ 
ture ; so far from it, the most solemn " 
pledge has been offered to your govern¬ 
ment, and. it is hereby renewed, in the 
name and»at the express cornxnahd! of the 
king our master, that if pur demand is ami¬ 
cably acceded to, every ship bekngu^ to 
Denmark shall, at the conclusion of .a^ ge¬ 
neral peace, be restored to her^ in 
same^^^^dition and state of equipment, as 
whenTOceived under the pro^ction of the 
British flag.—Jt is in thp pdvver of yopr 
government, by a wojpl, tp shpath, PWr 
swords, most seluctahUy drawn against 
you; but if, on the other the tna- 
chinations of France render des^to, 
the voice of reason, and to tnc call 
friendship, the mxiocent blood that will pe 
spilt, and the horrors of a besieged, afldj 
bombarded capital, must fall onyouf oi^ 
heads, and on those of yopr cruef adyip^! ^ 
-—His msyesty’a seamexiauad 8ol4iers> 
on shore, will treat Zealand, 
your conduct to tflem penentalW isn^e, 
footbg of a province of t^e 
power in alliance wi^i .Glreat Brikl^ 
whose territory ha# the' tp Oe 

the theatte of>ar*--Thp^ct8pi^ fU 
those who lemaih M hppe^ f 

not take an wlW 

preserredi^m^tlid ftbst severc^j^p^^ 

wRlbe ^ 

R tvfilb, 
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feist. 

f>aid for at a lair and settled price ; but^ 
as iaunediate and constant sup^ies/espe- 
cialljr of provision, forage, fuel, and trans¬ 
port, are necessary to all armies, it is well 
known that requisitions are unavoidable, 
and mOst be enforced.—Much conveni¬ 
ence must arise to the inhabitants, and 
^much confusion and loss to tbem will be 
prevented, if persons in authority are found 
in the several districts, to whom requilsi- 
tions may be addressed, and through whom 
claims for payment may be settled and 
liquidated*—If such persons are appointed, 
and discharge their duty without meddling 
in matters^ which do not concern them, 
they shall be respected, and all requisi¬ 
tions shall be addressed to them through 
the proper^ channels and departments of 
the tizry and army ; but as forbearance 
on the part of the inhabitants is essential 
to the principle of these arrangemeilts, it 
hr nec4i»sary that all manner of civil per¬ 
sons should remain at their respective ha¬ 
bitations ; and any peasants or other per¬ 
sons found in arms singly or in small 
troops, or who may be guilty of any act 
of violence, must expect to be treated 
with Tigour.-—The government of his Da¬ 
nish majesty having hitherto refused to 
treat this matter in an amicable way, 
part of the army has been disembarked, 
and the whole force has assumed war¬ 
like attitude; but it is, as yet, not too late 
for the voice of reason and moderation to 
be heard. Given in the Sound, under our 
bands and seals, this 16th day OlL^ug. 
1807. (Signed) James Gambier. *th- 

IL—^In Adm. Ganibier's, Aug. 20, 1807. 

Hostilities bavmif commenced on the 
part of the £i|^lish> I hereby declare, in 
vir^ Ihe h]ghe.st authority, that all 
Erfgli^ property be laid under seqaestra- 
tion; which each and everwone is accord¬ 
ingly ^joined, to report the English pro¬ 
perty of what kind of nature soever to the 
pcdice, who will make the further neces¬ 
sary arrangements s any one who ^^onceals 
or dues not fulfil this Order, witl be con¬ 
sidered as a traitor to the country. (Signed) 
PantAN. C^enhagen, Aug. ii6, 1807. 

BI.—Ta nis Ei^eHency General Pey- 
man. Commander in of thei Da- 
tiisb Land Forces. Dated, British 
Head Quarters before Copei^gen, 
1^807. • ' ^ 

the commanders in chief of 
f's sea ai^ land forces How be- 
hagen, judge it expedient, qj; 
o; summon you to surmnder the 
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place, for the purpose of avoiding the fur¬ 
ther elfiision of blood, by giving up a de¬ 
fence, which it is evident cqunot long be . 
continued.—The king, our gracious mas¬ 
ter, used every endeavour to settle the 
matter now in dispute, in the most con¬ 
ciliating * manner, through his diplomatic^ 
servants.—To convince his Danish ma¬ 
jesty and all the world, of the reluctance 
'with which his majesty finds himself com¬ 
pelled to have recourse to arms, we, the 
undersigned, at this moment, when our 
troops are before your gates, and out bat¬ 
teries ready to open, do renew to you the 
offer of the same advantageous and con¬ 
ciliating ti^fr which were proposed 
through hi^majesty’s ministers to your 
court.—If y^#!' consent to deliver up 

the Dani^ sjjid to our carrying it 
away, it^^all be JJeld in deposit for his 
Danish majesty^and shall be restored, 
with all its equipments, in as good slate as 
it is received, as soon as ihe provisions of 
a geiferal peace shall remove the neces¬ 
sity w'hich has occasioned this demand.— 
The property, of all sorts, which has been 
captured since the commencement of hos¬ 
tilities, will be restored to its owners ; and 
the union between the united kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and Denmark, 
may be renewed.—But, if this ofler is re¬ 
jected now, it cannot be repeated. The 
captured property, public and private, 
must then belong to the captors ; and the 
«city, when taken, must share the fate of 
conquered places.—^We must request an 
early decision; because, in the present 
advanced position of the troops, so near 
your glacis, the most prompt and vigorous 
attack is indispensable^ s^nd delay would 
be improper. We therefore expect to 
receive your decision by this evening. 
We have the honour to be, Ac. (Signed) 
^Tames GAMurEB, admiral of the blue„an<l 
com. in chief of his majesty^s ships and 
vessels. Oathcart, lieut. general, Ac. 

IV.—^Tq his Excellency Adm. James 
Gambier, Lord Cathcart, Comrs. in 
Chief of the British Sea and Land 
Forces.. Dated Copenhagen, Sept. 1, 
‘1807. fc/ 

My lord Our fleet, our own indispu¬ 
table property, we are convinced is as 
safe in his Danish q^ajesty^s hands as ever 
it can be in those of the king of England, 
aJ Our master never intended hostilities 
agamst yriurs—If ^ou lire cruel enough 
to endeavour to destroy a city, that has 
.not given any the least catlke to such a 
treatment at your hands, it must submit 
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to it3 fate ; but honour and duty bid us 
reject a proposal unbecoming an inde¬ 
pendent power; and xVe are resolved to 
Vepel every attack, and defend to the ut¬ 
most the city, and our good cause; for 
which we are ready to lay down our lives# 
—^The only proposal in my power to make, 
ill order to prevent further effusion of 
blood, is, to send to my royal master, for 
learning his final resolution with respect* 
to the contents of your letter, if you will 
grant a passport for this purpose. —I am, 
&c. Peimann. 

V. —To his Excellency General Peimann, 
&c. Dated Head Quarters before 
Copenhagen, 8 ( 9 . 

Sir ; It is with great regrejthat We ac¬ 
quaint you, that it ispower to 
suspend our combine(!|opei^ions, during 
the time iieetssary consuKlhg your 
govonuneut: we havii\ done the utmost* 
within the limits of ourauthority, in of¬ 
fering to you at this moment terms as ad- 
viintageous as those which were prqioscd 
to pr(*v(‘nt a rupture.—^\Ve shall deeply 
lament the destruction of the city, if it is 
injured ; but wc have the satisfaction to 
tliat in having renewed to yuu, for 
1 he last time, the offer of the most advaii- 
Ugcous and conciliating terms, we have 
done our utmost to save the effusion of 
blood, and prevent the horrors of war. 
We have the honour to be, &c. James 
Gam BIER, admiral, &c. Cathcaivi', It, 
gen. &c. 

A.—To the Commanders in Chief of 
the British Sea and Land Forces. 
Dated Copenhagen, Sept. 5, 1807. 

My lords; For preventing further ef¬ 
fusion of blood, iind not exposing the 
city to the sad consequences of a longer 
bombai'dment, 1 propose an Armistice qf 
four-and-twenty hours ; in order to^come 
to an Agreement that may lead to th^ 
settfing of the Preliminary Articles of a 
Capitulation. It is with the highest per¬ 
sonal consideration! I have, kc. Pei¬ 
mann. * 

To his Excellency Major Gen. Peimann. 
Dated Head Quarters before Copen¬ 
hagen, Sept; 5, 1807. 

Sir; The same necessityhas ob¬ 
liged us to have recoui'se ‘th arms in the 
present occasion, con^els me to decline 
any overture which might be productive 
of delay only. But to prove to you iW 
ardent desire tp^put an end to ‘scenes, 
'ivhich I behold with the greatest grief, I 
send an offiqer, \yho is anthwiz^ to re¬ 
ceive Proposal yon tndy b'o inclined 


to make, relative to the Articles of Capi* 
^tulation, and upon which /t may be pos¬ 
sible for me* to agree to any, even the 
shortest Armistice. I have, &c. CaTh* 
CART, lieut, general, • , 

B. —Lord Cathcart, Commands in 
I Chief of the British Forces. Dated 

Copenhagen, Sept. 5, 1807. ^ 

My lord; The Proposal has been made 
w^khout any the least dilatory intention ; 
but the night being too far advanced fot 
deliberating upon a matter of such very 
high importance, with the respectiwi de-* 
partments, a measure necessary on ac¬ 
count of his majesty’s absence, and that 
of the Prince; and my state of health not 
permitting me to proceed as expeditiously 
as I wish, 1 engage to send to-morrow be¬ 
fore 12 o’clock, the Articles relative to thft 
Capitulation : and have in the mean time 
the honcujr to be, &.c. Peimann. 

To his Excellency Maj. Gener^ Pei^ 
mann, &c. Dated Head Quarters be¬ 
fore Copenhagen, Sept. 6,18(^7, 

Sir; having communicated to admicat 
Gambler your letter received this morn¬ 
ing, together with tliose of last night, I 
have to acquaint you, that w’C w ill con¬ 
sent to treating with you for the Capitu¬ 
lation of Copenhagen, on the basis of 
your delivering up the Danish Fleet. But 
as you have not forwarded Articles of Oa- 
pitulatlbn, officers of rank in the sea and 
land service of his majesty shall be sent 
forthtvith, to prepare Articles with you or 
with the officers you may appoint, and 
which may, if possible, unite the objects 
you have in viow% in regard to the occu¬ 
pation of Copenha^en^ with the perform¬ 
ance of the servi ce iplfc sted to us. I have 
&c. Cathcart, UeiltTgen. • 

C. —^To Lord Cathcart, Cotmtiander iit 
Chief of the British Troops. DSted 
Copenhagen, Sept. 6, 1807. 

My lord; 1 accept of your Proposal, ’ 
tvith respect to the delivering up of his 
majesty’s Fleet, as the fundamental basis 
of negotiation^; but,with this proviso, 
that no other English troops enter the city, 
than those comiiiissarie», officers, and mi¬ 
litary men,, w ho shall be stipulated and 
agreed on, in the course of the^said nego¬ 
tiations. I have &;c. Peimann. 

]).—To Lord Cathcart, Commander in 
Chief of the British Troops. Dated 
Copenhagen, Sept. 6, 1807. 

My lord ; As soon as you shall be 
pleased to appoint a neutral place ohf of 
the town where to meet on both sides, for 
r^ulating the Articles of Ca^iitulation^ 
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proTid^4 with full powers for ne- 
gocii^iing^ shall be sent; and in the in-' 
jterinij the Armistice is considered as siib- 
fiistirfg, till contrary orders shall be given. 

Ihave, &c. Peim\nn^ 

c; To his Excellency Major General Pei- 
/ , mann. Dated Head Quarters before 

Copenhagen, Sept. 6, 1807. 

Sir; iTie officers appointed to treat with 
Vou, are major general the right hon. sir#A. 
Wellesley, k. B. sir Home Pophain, captain 
of the fleet, and Ucut. col. Murray, deputy 
quartk^r master general of the army. 
.These officers are waiting at the barrier, 
and will meet the officers named by you, 
at any place you may appoint for imme¬ 
diate discussion, between our advanced 
posts and your lines. Orders were given 
to desist from the bombardment, and to 
cease firing, the moment your §rst letter 
was received ; but there has been no Ar¬ 
mistice concluded ; a proof of ‘udiicli is, 
that alKouse in the suburbs has been set on 
lire within these few minutes^ py your 
peopl€,*close to our centinels. A.s u e bave 
already stated,more than once, we can ad¬ 
mit of no delay in this business, and there¬ 
fore it will immediately appear whetlier 
the Articles proposed, are of such a natui e 
as to warrant an Armistice. 1 have the 
honour to be,&:c. Cathcart, lieut. general. 

Capitulation. —Articles of capitulation 
for the town and citadel of Copenha¬ 
gen;* agreed upon between major 
general the right hon. sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley, k. b. sir HomePopham, knight 
of Malta, and captain of the fleet; 
and lieut. col. George Murray, depu¬ 
ty quarter-master general of the IJri- 
tish Forces ; ^"ing thereto duly au¬ 
thorised by Jf5n\^a’ambier, es(|. ad¬ 
mired of rtie blue, and commander in 
^ chief of his Britannic majesty’s ships 
and vessels in the Baltic; and by 
lieut- general the right hon. lord 
Cathcart, knight of the thistle, com¬ 
mander in chief of his Britannic rna- 
jesty^s Forces in Zealand, and the 
north of the Continent of Eft rope, on 
the one part: And by major general 
Waliasdorff, knight of the order of 
Danebroze, chamberlaiif to the king, 
and tol. of the North Zealand regi¬ 
ment of infantry ; rear admiral I.iet- 
ken, and J.ILKirkhoff’, aid-de-camp 
to his Danish majesty; being duly 
authorised by his exCelleticy major 
general Peimann, knight of the order 
of Danebroze, and commander in 
chie/ of his Danish inajesty^s Forces tn 
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the island of Zealand, on the'other 

part. 

Article L When this Capitulation shall 
be signed and ratified, the troops of his 
Britannic majesty arc to be put in posses¬ 
ion of the citadel.—II. A guard of his 
Britannic majesty's troops slinll likewise 
be placed in the Dock Yard.—HI. The 
Ships and Vessels of war of every descrip- 
,tion, with all the Naval Stores belonging 
to hia Danish majesty, shall he delivered 
into the charge of such persoits as may be 
appointed by the commanders in chief of 
his Britannic majesty's forces, and they 
are to he put in immediate possession of 
the Dock and all the buildings and 

storehouses*W^^1v)ngiiig thereto.—IV. The 
Store Ships {Kd 'IJ/^ansports in the service of 
his Britannic^uaje»-y, are to be allowed if 
nccessary»Rj"'*coine/iiito the harbour, for 
the purpose of eitiTOarking such stores and. 
troops as they lytvc brought in to this is¬ 
land,—V. As soon as the ships have been 
remoyed from the Dock Yards, or within 
sjx weeks from the date of this Capitula¬ 
tion, or sooner if possible, the troops of his 
Britannic majesty shall deliver up the ci¬ 
tadel to the troops of his Danish majesty, 
ill the static ii) which it will l)t3 found when 
they shall occupy it ; his Britannic majes¬ 
ty’s troops shall likewise within the before- 
mentioned time, or sooner if possible, be 
embarked from tlie i>laud of Zealand.— 
VI. From the date of this Capitulation, hos¬ 
tilities shall cease throughout the island of 
Zeftland.—VII.No person whatsoever shall 
he molested, and all property public or 
private, with the exception of tlie JShips 
and Vessels of War, and the Naval Stores 
liefore-mentioncd belonging to his Danish 
majesty, shall be respected ; and all civil 
and military officers in the service of his 
Danj.sh majesty, shall continue in the full 
.exerdse of their authority throughout the 
island of Zealand : and every thing‘shalJ 
he done which l:an tend to produce union 
and harmoiy between the two nations.— 
VIIL AlbPrisoncrs taken on both sides, 
shall be unconditionally restored ; and 
tho.se (dlicers who are prisoners on parole, 
shalj be r^eased from its effects.—IX. 
Any Eiiglift^ Property that may have 
been seciue^ioicd in consequence of the 
existing hostilities, shall be restored to the 
owners. This Capitulation shall be rati¬ 
fied by the respective commanders in chief, 
and the ratifications shall be exchanged 
before 12 o'clock at nooh this day. Dune 
at Copenhagen, this 7th day^ofSi^pt. 1807. 
(Signed) Arthur W^bllesleY;, Home Pop- 
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HAM, George Murray.—(S igiif') Ernst 
Frederick \VALTARt>oRFF, O. Lietken, J. 
11. Kirchhorff, Ratified by me Peimann. 
Copy of a Letter troin tlie Lords Com¬ 
missioners of the Admiralty to the 
Viscount Castlercagh. l>aled Ad-, 
miraliy Ofiico, 30lh January, 180vS. 

INIy lord; Having in’compiiaticc with 
tlio dcsirii expressed in your lordships 
letter of llie 28 th instant, called upon ad-^ 
niiral lord (Jambler, to .report in Wiitiri^ 
the information uhich his lord»,hlp had 
given verbally to his majesty’s ministers, 
witli respet t to the state of preparation 
and c(piij)ment in wliich the Danish Navv 
was found on ihcsurrcnde.r ol ^penhagen; 
we transmit to your lordsffi]M^copy of the 
Report we have revceiwiji^tjj^i the admiral 
on the subject. And afe*^c. R. Bicker- 
ton, W. J! Hope, jAsdBrLLlfeiTr'’' 

To the lion. W.W. •N^ie,&c. dated Ad- 
, miralty Ofiicc, 28 tfSJan. 1808 . 

Sir ; In answer toyoiu'letter of this day’s 
date, 1 have to actpiaint you, lha^ upon 
taking possessimi of the Arsenal at Copen¬ 
hagen, the Fleet was iound in such a slate, 
that it could be cquippeil and sent to sea in 
a very short time ; most of the ships were 
in condition for sei*vice, their lower masts 
were in, the top-masts, yards, rigging, 
sails, guns, and stores of every description, 
were so arranged in the arsenal, and in 
compartments in the store-houses, that 
they could be put onboard on the sliortest 
notice ; there was no one article wanting 
which was necessary for their equipment, 
and it is certain that the F^lcct could have 
been completely ready for sea in three 
weeks, or a month at most, as in a shorter 
space of time 16 sail of the line. It frigates 
of different classes, 8 sloops, and 2 smaller 
vessels, were fitted ready to be navigated 
to England, by the seamen of the Fleet 
under my command, with the assistanceef 
. sortie troops. There cannot be a stronger 
proof of the good condition of the Danish 
ships, than their having been brought to 
England, through much tchipc^tuous wea¬ 
ther, without suRerwig in their hulks in the 
.least degree. I am <&.c..Gamuieu. 

==z= ^ 

HOUSE or COMMUJIS. 

Tuesday, February 2. 

[Vote of Tiianks-a-ExfeIiition to Co¬ 
penhagen.] The Speaker acquainted tjhe 
hous^, that he had received from lieut. 
general«the right hon. lord viscount Cath- 
cart, the following Letter, in return to the 
Thsmks of housoj signified to him^ in 
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obedience to their cdaanmds of Tbursdsiy 
last:, viz. ^ 

“ Gloucester Place/Jan. 30, 1808. 
'^Sir; I take th^ earliest opportunky of 
acknowledging your letter of the 2yth inst. 
transmitting authenticati&l* copies of thp 
Resolutions of the 28th insl. by which the 
houMj of commons have been pleased to 
vote, their Thanks to the commande^ of- 
tlv^ forces, to the general officers, and to 
the several officers ot the army under his 
command, during the siege of Copenhagen^ 
and to approve and acknowledge the re^ 
gulaiity, discipline, valour, and exertions, 
of tlie non-commissioiied officers and pri¬ 
vate men employed on that service; the 
house being further pleased to appoint* 
that these Resolutions shall be eoniinuni- 
cated by me to the generals and other 
officers v\dio served in that army.—1 have 
to request that you will have the goodness^ 
to stale Vor me to the house, that i^ftortk 
me great gratification to have themonour 
of coininuiiicating these Resolutions re¬ 
spectively, and without delay, td the se¬ 
veral general officers named in your let¬ 
ter, and to the other officers of the army 
lately under my command. Several oT - 
the:ie distinguished officers, and many of 
the non-commissioned officers and private 
ijoldicrs, have already received the thanks 
of parliament, or the notification^ of the 
rocorckd approval of their services on 
former occasions; and I aril confident 
that all of them will feel as they ought to 
do, the high distinction now conferred 
upon them ; and that they will do credit 
to their country and to themselves where- 
ever they may be employed.—^For my 
own part, sir, I finfj|iit impossible to ex¬ 
press the scnffttfllfffsVhich stfise in my 

mind, on learning that amy endeavours of 

mine, faithfully and conscientiously to 
discharge the duties of my profession as a 

British officer, entrusted with command on 

an important service, should have procured 
for me the Thanks of the house of com¬ 
mons.—Suffice it therefore to say, that I 
most gtUlefully receit^c this distinguished 
honour, w ith the most exalted respect for 
the house of parliament from whence it 
flows, and the gixiatest humility in regfard 
to my own desert.—1 beg to ofler my best 
acknowledgements to you, sir, for the per^‘ 
sonal civilities with which you have 
pleased to accompany the transmission m 
this signal m^rk of the approbation of the 
liouse of Commons j and I hi^e tho ho¬ 
nour to be, sir* your most obedient, &c. 

, . Cathgaet* ' 
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#fC0f»H35SI?ON«>1^KCE WITH THE BaNK.] 

TOTj Tierrify, as the propriety of the, Jate 
«l3liirgain betyiree'n the Bank of JEngland and 
t|ie giftvertnnent, with a view to the public 
e^ke, was to be disQu^sed on Monday, 
thought it right tb move that copies of all 
rikrespondcucc between the governor and 
deputy governor of the bank and the 
cltancellor of the exchequer,- since^ the 
of May last* i-elatiye to the manag^- 
i^pt of the public debt, the applica- 
tjioo of unclaimed dividends, and loans 
from |he bank to the public, be laid 
peS)ee the house. The propriety of hav¬ 
ing these written documents was sug¬ 
gested by the recollection of the failure of 
tjhe 'memory of Mr. Pitt and the governor 
of the bank for the time, as to the parti- 
<^hirs of a conversation relative to a mat¬ 
ter of this nature, which had pasised be¬ 
tween them not a month before tliey were 
eaUed to speak to it; a matter which after¬ 
wards timed out to be a very profitable 
speculation for the bank. 

, The ChamiUor of the Exeftequer said, the 
present case was very different from that 
alluded to by the ri^ht hon. gent.; there 
vm no extension of the charter of the 
hank in this case; the advantage of the ar- 
raigement was all on the side of the pub- 
liCp The arrangement arose from the sug¬ 
gestions of the Report of the Coilimittee 
of Finance, submitted to the bank by hin 
ns^jesfy's ministers, and acceded to with 
the usual liberality of tliat institution. In 
tsbnsenting to the motion, he acknowledged 
he, saw no parliamentary ground for pro¬ 
ducing all the correspondence; many of 
theJetters referred to conferences managed 
t?nthe one part by hii^elt; and on the other 
pairt hy the governor SiS^'^tity governor. 
Thesubstaivce of^these conversations could 
not be Btat^. 

Mr* said the n^otiation had 

proc3oed«d<partly by means of letters, and 


PAPERS 

RELATING TO THE BANK OF ENGLAND. 

No. I.—Copy of a Letter from the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer to the Gover¬ 
nor and Deputy Governor of the Bank. 

^ Dowming-street, Dec. 23, 1807. 

Gentlemen; The Paper, which I have 
herewith the honour to transmit, contains 
the Outlines of such an Arrangement as it 
appears to me, upon the most deliberate 
consideration of the Second Report fi^oin 
the Committee on Public Expenditure, it 
would be my duty to propose to the Bank 
of England. The principles referred to 
in this Paper, the facts stated, and the 
proposals deuced from them, are, as you 
will perceivc^i^i its perusal, in substance 
the same as which I have stated, and 
endeavoured W^Jm^ess upon you, in the 
several confeffiices with whiph you have 
already honoured m upon this very im¬ 
portant subject. object, in making 
this written communication, is, that you 
may b^ enabled to consider at your leisure, 
th^ expectations, which, in my present 
view of the case, it appears to me I am 
entitled to maintain, and bound to uphold 
on the part of the public; and the grounds 
on which these expectations rest. At the 
same time, it is my wish to have it dis¬ 
tinctly understood at this early stage of 
the business, that, sanguine as the cxpec- 
tatirm of the public may be with respect 
to the advantages to be derived from a new 
arrangement with the Bank, and however 
sfitis&ed his majesty's government may 
feel that, to the extent stated in my pro¬ 
posals, such expectations are not unrea¬ 
sonable in the present state of affairs; 
and, considering the present profits of the 
Bank, nothing can be mbre remote from 
the intentions of government than to press 
th^se expectations to the infringement of 
ajiy existing contract or engagement, or 
beyond what a fair interpretation of those 


parUy by means of conferences managed ^ engagements might appear to them to jus- 


on tfes part of the bank by the governor 
and deputy governor,, the substance of 
which was reduced i&to a connected form, 
and submitted by the governor and de- 
fftity govemoK to the court, of proprietor, 
theaf tlie^ whede was made subject of 
an ultimate fetter. He supposed the in- 
fonomtuMi contained in this letter would 
^ aufricienh as ii contained tn a substan- 
m and connected form, the essence of 
P that verbally iif conference 

urn ifi to those confer- 

upapewi were then ordered; 

5 following are copies; . 

1 i 



tify—Your own discretion will point out 
to you to what extent you ipay feel it 
necessary, in the present stage or the dis-. 
cussion, to consult with other, gentlemen . 
in the Directi^ji upon the subject of this 
Paper, and to^part its contents to them. 
It is only necessary for me to add, al pre¬ 
sent, that I shall at all times be ready to 
receive, with the utmost attention* any pb- 
senratioof! which you or they may have to 
offer on the subject, and that I shall abstain 
from requesting of you toHuhxnit any te¬ 
gular proposal to the Court of Birectots* 
or to the Court of Bropnefcom at large. 
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until I shall have received, and maturely 
considered, whatever remarks and sug¬ 
gestions may occur to you, or the gentle¬ 
men with whom you may advise, in con- 
.sequence of the present communication. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. S. Perceval. 

JVo. II.—Copy of a Paper inclosed and 
referred to in the Letter from the 
C.hancellor of the Exchequer to the 
Bank ; of the 23d Dec. 1807. ^ 

The Proposals founded on the Enquiries* 
and Report of the Committee of Public 
Expenditure, and which are now made to 
the Bank, may be classed under three 
heads : 1st. Unclaimed Dividends.—2d. 
Charges of Management of Ihe Public 
Debt.—3d. Balances arisii\^fL©m Deposits 
of Public Money in thej mady f the Bank. 

1st. Unclaimed Dia^3fofl^—As it ap¬ 
pears by the, Reportlf th'v:.'^opinaittee, 
that the Unclaimed I^idends amounted 
at that period of the ye^ 180G at which 
they were at the lowest, namely, on the 
8th July, to 980,573/.; and that ^t the 
lowest period of some antecedent yeajs 
they had not fallen below 900,000/, it is 
proposed to ;ippropriatc to the service of 
the cusuing year, under which similar pro¬ 
visions to those of the act of 1791, c. 33, 
the sum of 500,000/. in addition to that of 
370,739/. advanced under that act,; pro¬ 
vided the balance shall not be reduced 
below 100,000/. ; and this will be merely 
carrying into eifect the principle which 
was acted upon in 1791. No reasonable 
objection seems likely to occur to J:his* 
proposal, and it therefore appears umie- 
cessary to go more at large into this part 
of the subject at present. 

2d. Charges of Management of the 
Public Debt, —Referring upon this part 
of the subject, on the one hand, to the 
fact.*? stated in the Report, and on the othih* 
to the provisions of the act of 1791,*c. 33., 
and* of 1800, c. 28, without feeling it 
necessary in this stage of the business, and 
in this proposal, to advert in detail to the 
one or to discuss the other, it is*conceived 
that the following scale and plan of allow¬ 
ance for the Management of the Public 
Debt, would load to an arrau^^iment under 
all circumstances liberal towards the l^k, 
and equitable towards the puj^ic^—^Taking 
the Debt Unredeemed^ aa it stood oil 
ihe 5lh of January last, ait upwards of 
550,000,000/. it is proposed to reduce tl^e 
Charge of Manacement upon it from 4*50/. 
to 340/. ^er milMon ; and that all addi¬ 
tions made to the debt above 550,000,000/. 
shall be manSiged the rate of 300/. per 


* > 

million. Oa the other band, it is proposed^ 
•that the event of the Unredeemed Debt 
being at any time reduced to 400,000,000/* 
the rate of allowance shall then be )msei 
to 400/. per million: and at or below 
300,000,000/. to 450/5 its pi^sent rate, per 

million_^When it is considered that in 

the year 1786 it was proposed to reduce 
the Management upon a debt of 224 mil* 
li<yis only, from 560 to 360 per million,/ 
and that it was actually reduced to 450/.; 
and tliat it is now proposed to apply this 
last rate of allowance to a debt of 300 
millions instead of 224, it will hardlji be 
contended that with reference to the prill* 
ciple only of the projected scale, the pro¬ 
posal contains any thing unfair towards 
the Bank, while it is evident that it in no 
degree departs from the liberal principle 
upon which government was at that time 
dlsp 9 sed lo act It must also be recol« 
lected tfiat in the year 1786, when the re¬ 
duction in the Management tool? place 
from 560/. to 450/. per million, the country 
was in profound peace, with evefy pros¬ 
pect of its long continuance, and with a 
Sinking Fund established for the gradual 
extinction of the then debt, consequently 
that the prospect of the yearly diminution 
of the debt w^as probably taken into con¬ 
sideration when the allowance was fixed 
at 450/. / and though we have no records 
upon the subject, it appears not unlikely 
that it was the prospect of this dinimu- 
tion which induced the minister to allow 
450/. per million, instead of 360/.- which 
had been computed to be fully sufficient 
upon a debt of that magnitude, and strongly 
recommended by the Commissioners for 
Auditing the Public .^'JpeounU, upon whose 
report of the fbtTk v^lAuary 1736, the're-^ 
duction appears to have been ,proposed. 
In point of fact, a considerable reduction, 
in the* allowance for Management must 
have taken place between 1786 and 1793, 
since which last period the pressure of war 
upon the country has increased the debt 
in a proportion exceeding that of five to 
two, without any diminfttion being eSected 
in the rate of Management. To this it is. 
hardly necessary to add, that if a decreas¬ 
ing debt oP 224 millions in 1786 coftld 
bear a. reduction of 110/. perinillion, it 
can scarcely be considered a hardship if a 
further reductftm to the same amount ia^ 
made in 1808, upon a debt of 550 mil¬ 
lions, still annually increasing in. amount 
with the protracted difficulties of 
country; especially as the reduction ii 
nc|oiia|iamed with a security, to Bank 
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M^TIst the contingent, but it i$ to be fear- 
distaiU prospect of its reduction balow 
ci^rtain stated ^irnounts. To •this view of 
the stjbject must be added the sum of 
805/. 155. 1 Of/, per million, for receiving 
t^e subscriptioBs^to me Loan, a source of 
considerable annual advantage in time of 
war, and always in proportion to the an¬ 
nual increase of debt by such‘Loan ; by 
which increase the more permanent allo^v- 
ande for'Management is also so much aug¬ 
mented. Upon the supposition of the 
aboveescale being adopted, no alteration 
is proposed to be made in the above al¬ 
lowance. 

3dly. Balances arising from Deposits 
tfF Public Money in the hands of the 
Bank. —The facts as to the amount of these 
Balances, as stated in the Report of the 
Committee, can admit of no dilljrence of 
opinion; and it appears not impossible 
that the Bank may, upon further consi¬ 
deration, be induced to concur in the in¬ 
ferences drawn from those facts wjth re¬ 
spect to*the profit arising from such ba¬ 
lances, unless, 'whilst it is candidly ad¬ 
mitted on the part of the Bank, That the 
amount of Public Balances deposited at 
the Bank, is always followed by a corres- 

S mding issue of its Paper; and that the 
ank derives an interest or profit from 
every issue of such Paper.Tile Bank 
should at the same time, be prepared to 
shew that "gratuitous deposit of Public 
Balances, or, in other words, Bank Notes 
withdrawn from circulation and returned 
the Bank, without, at the same time, with¬ 
drawing from thence the security, or ter- 
minattng the interc{5t upon which they 
were originally issiltd ; and which notes 
so withdrawn, are m the circula¬ 

tion by a qorre!?!:;ending issue of new notes 
upoff new securities bearing new interests, 
do not atford profit in an expel proportion 
to the combined amount of these new 
issues, and of the rate of interest on these 
new securities. The following plan, there¬ 
fore, of a direct and proportionate parti¬ 
cipation in those profits so derived? is pro¬ 
posed as more simple; and likely, from its | 
not interfering with the established course 
of Tbusiuess either at the Baiflc or at the 


Exchequer? to be more satisfactory than 
the other arrangement, which will be here¬ 
after detailed, as the alternative to which 
recourse be had for rendering the 

profit of those balances avaSlable to the 
public, in case this proposal should not be 
'M’red by the Bank. ITie Proposal is, 

" he Qjyiuk should, on or ^tcr the | 


April next, advance for the service of the 
' year 1808, and without interest, a sum 
equal to one half of the average amount of 
the public balances which shall then ap¬ 
pear to have been deposited in the Bank 
in the course of the year terminating upon 
that day ; subject, however, to the fol¬ 
lowing understanding and conditions:— 
1st. That for the object of this arrange¬ 
ment, the whole amount of Unclaimed 
Dividends should be considered as forming 
part of the balance in the hands of 
the Bank : 2d. That, from the half of 
this balance to be lent to the public, 
the following deductions should be made : 
1st. The Whole - sum actually lent to 
the public V^count of Unclaimed Di¬ 
vidends; 1,200,000/. being the 

value in capi^f oi^e difference between 
the intenej?!f™w p»d for the 3,000,000/. 
advanced in 1800,jmd the interest at 5 per 
cent, on the same^Sdly, That an average 
of the balances in the hands of the Bank, 
in !ik^ manner, be taken on the 5th of 
April 1809; and, in case sucii average 
amount shall be less than it had been for 
the preceding year, the Bank shall be en¬ 
titled to interest at the rate of 5 per cent, 
per annum, on the moiety of the difference 
between the balances of the two years; 
on the other hand, should it be greater, 
the Bank shall advance, without interest, 
one half of the excess for the service of 
the year 1809, and so on for future years 
during the war.—Uhly, That this arrange- 
fnertt should continue upon the scale and 
principle now proposed, only during the 
war, and for one year after the conclusion 
of a peace ; within which period it is con¬ 
ceived it would be just to the Bank as 
well as proper on the p^rt of the public, 
to have this part of the plan again under 
consideration, and to modify it according 
|o the* change of circumstances which 
would follow from the restoration of peace., 
—^At the same thne the principle of tlie 
arrangement appears so equitable and un¬ 
objectionable, as connected with the pre¬ 
sent wise system of keeping public money 
of every description in the Bank, that the 
only .modifidUtion which now occurs, as 
likely to be^rfccessary on the return of 
peace, is, thaW*if the average amount of 
these balances should be then much dimi¬ 
nished, the public 5ught to be conteyited 
with a less proportion of the advantage 
derived from them ; and, perhaps, if one 
half ap))ears reasonable*upon so large a 
sum as 10 millions or upwards, two-fifths 
might bC' deemed an adequafe proportion 
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upon a balance not more than 8, nor less 
than 6, and one-third upon a balance flue-* 
tuating between 6 and 4 millions ; below 
which it is conceived there is no prosipect 
of its being at any time reduced.—If, how¬ 
ever, the Panic should not, u[»on reconf^- 
deration, feel the truth and acc\ivacy of the 
conclusions drawn by the committee, re¬ 
specting the advantages derived from the 
use of the public balances, and shoukl 
continue of opinion that tlu^y arc not pro¬ 
ductive of profit to them, ujxju which sup¬ 
position, the Bank can have no objection 
to a plan whic h would give to the public 
the advantage of making use of those t)a- 
lanccs without interest,Jnstt^d of paying 
interest for money to a ^.sTiptlar amount; 
it is then proposed. ll^t. jiistead of the 
growing re( eipt of tie ex^ietjuer in bank 
notes being fiaily witlLdrawm^y*the Bank, 
or remaining deposib^ in the exchequer, 
it should bo rendered amilable to the daily 
wants of the public in the following man¬ 
ner ; namidy, that the proper ofiker.s for 
the issue of exchequer bills should, out of 
any bills in their hands granted bv par¬ 
liament for the public service, deposit daily 
in the tel lei's chest at the exchequer, a sum 
of the said bills equal to the sum iu notes 
to be withdrawn, and according to the 
same form and u-^ages (as nearly as cir¬ 
cumstances will permit) as now prevail in 
the daily deposits, made by the Bank, of 
exchequer bills belonging to them, in order 
to enable them to withdraw the notes from 
the chests of the tellers. The notoes so 
withdrawn to be applicable to the public 
service, w’hilst the exchequer bills depo¬ 
sited would be security to the tellers and 
to the public. Such exchequer bills, so 
deposited, w^oulif not, so long as they con¬ 
tinued in the tellers chests, bear interest, 
and this saving of interest upon these bills, 
is w’hat would constitute the principal ai- 
v^tage to the public. It is intended that 
the deposit of exchequer bills by govern¬ 
ment should not, with respect to the re¬ 
ceipt of the exchequer on account of the 
Consolidated Fund in any one quarter, 
amount to more than 5,000,0001. nor in¬ 
terfere with the existing jlractice.of the 
Bank to deposit exchequerbjUs of their own 
bearing interest for any sum w'hichmay be 
ill the exchequer beyond that amount— 
Under the operatioirof this plan, the re¬ 
ceipt of the exchequer will* on the q\Jai*- 
ter day, consist of 5 milUom of exchequer 
bills deposited T^y the proper officers of 
the exchequer, and bearing no interest, 
and the remainder either in bank notes or 


in exchequer bills, belonging to the Bank, 
and^ bearing interest for their benefit, 
which may ^should they think proper) be 
deposited by them under the present re¬ 
gulations, as soon fis ^e other deposit 
had amounted to the sujl\ of 3,000,0(X)/. 
Out of this sum, or whatever sum short of 
it may have been so deposited by the 
: proper officers of the exchequer, it is pro¬ 
posed to set aside, first, the quarterly 
charge upon the Consol idated Fund for the 
Civil List; such bills to be issuable under 
the direction of the lords commissioners ‘ 
of the treasury, at such times as it nr.Sy be 
necessary to dispose of them for the pur¬ 
pose of paying the quarterly demands on 
the Civil tist; and to bear interest only 
from the date of tlieir actual issue. 2<lly, 
The quarterly sum issuable to the commis-^ 
sioners /or the reduction of the national 
debt, a,s well on account of the original 
million and 200,000/. as on accoimtof the 
Sinking Funds attaclied to thc^ several 
loans *since 1791, and of the ^lividcnds 
upon the debt redeemed up to that quar¬ 
ter, the whole being a charge upon the 
Consolidated Fund ; suc h exchequer bills 
to be issued by the said coiTiinissionera in 
the course of the ensuing quarter, in such 
maimer as to provide them witli tlie means 
of making their daily purchases, and to 
bear interest from the date of their issue 
only.® 3dly. The surplus, if ^any, of the 
Consolidated Fund for the quarter appli¬ 
cable to the service of the year, to be is¬ 
sued, as wanted for the public service, in 
like manner under the sanction of the 
commissioners of the treasury. For the 
conversion into cas^ of any part oY the 5 
millions of cxchcuil^ bills, wdiicli would 
still remain unappropriated,^! w'ould be 
necessary to have recourse ’to> the Bank ; 
but, considering that the- amount ot‘ this 
remainder could in no case much exceed 
two millions, and that it would generally 
be much less; that the total ainoui’it of 
exchequer bills to be issued by the trea¬ 
sury within the year^annot be increased; 
and th^t the average amount outstanding 
must be diminished by this arrangement, 
there seems no possible reason to aj\pre- 
hend that the granting of thi| accommo¬ 
dation (independently of their general 
disposition to accommodate, the public 
interest) can* be attended with any incon¬ 
venience to the Bank, or that it can ever 
lead to their Being pressed to hold a greater 
amount of these securities than wiTl suit 
their own interest. In point of fact, it must 
' ^ obvious, that the only neijiessary ten- 
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Adliby of this will be, to diminish th^ 
kmmmt of exch^equer bills at* any 

S lven time jointly in the hands of the 
ankrand in the market. If the Bank con¬ 
tinue desirous of^holding the same amount 
^ich it now finds convenient to take, the 
|>eHod at which it will be enabled to pro- 
itM*e them in exchangee fm' its oam notes, 
be retarded, and, on the supposition of 
the Bank holding exchequer bills to the 
amount as it now docs, the quantity 
^ditculating in the market will be necessa¬ 
rily reduced.—Should this arrangement 
be pVeferred, it is proposed that it should 
be equally liable to be reconsidered with¬ 
in one year after the termination of the 
Wat*.—It is Only here necessary further to 
observe, that exchequer bills, exceeding 
.. what would be required upon this plan, 
to be dcj^osited in any quarter, awe, as the 
law now stands, payable into the .receipt 
of the |revenup, and consequently that, 
without any fresh legislative enactment, 
or without laying itself open, by any pos¬ 
sible construction, to the imputation of 
trenching on the privileges of the Bank, 
'^Vernment. might, in transitu, exchange 
the bank notes received in the difTerent 
departments of the revenue for exchequer 
bius, which would then be paid by the 
diflfefeut receivers general into ^he ex¬ 
chequer. But the mode now projposed 
would be more simple in its execution, 
-alnd -less liable to interrupt that good uti- 
d^rstanding, founded on liberal principles, 
which ought at all times to exist between 
the government and the Bank, and which 
it is t^iiainly not less the interest, than it 
will uhdoubtedly be felt to be the duty, of 
both parties to maiiJh^j^U^he discussion 
of tho bjresent ajrangemehts. 

% ilL^d^Copy of a separate Paper, 
enclosed in the Letter of the dhan- 
tbllor of the Exchequer to the Bank, 
dated Dec. 23, 1807. 

It being understood to be the wi.^h of 
tbO governor and deputy governor of the 
Bank, as well as of those in the direction with 
Whom they have consulted, that whatever 
ptOpOSal is Oiadc by goyemtnfent, it should, 
at laai^t in the ilrst instance, be founded 

E a fairsmd equitable review of eXist- 
tlrt^ngements; taking into considera¬ 
tion the advices derived to the public on 
the one fafihd, and on the other, the advan- 
lagi^s ttepx^ tb the Banb, instead of 
ttmh bebi!^ limited by a strict 

td thU letter of any aqtudl coh- 
engageUifeUtS j—^this wish. Which, 
more liberal and more 


owning to the character both of the go¬ 
vernment and of the Bank,.haa been care-» 
fully attended to in what has been pro¬ 
posed in the accompanying Paper under 
the head of Reduction in the Charges of 
Management. ' But as some conversation? 
has’already taken place* respecting the 
anangements made in this i-espect, as well 
by the Act of 1791, cap. 33, as by the Act 
m 1800, cap. 28, and as they are also re¬ 
ferred to in the Report of the Committee 
on Public Expenditure, it may be neces¬ 
sary, perhaps, thus separately to oiler a 
few short observations upon these engage¬ 
ments.—It cannot he disputed that by the 
Act of 1791!^c^33, the Bank acquired a 
title to be pau^ at the rale of450/. per mil¬ 
lion for the mlfi^gii^afnt of the then debt; 
and that thi^ytle rmiaiiis to this day en¬ 
tire and hnquestionfble, with respect to 
so much of that djpt as is not yet paid 
otr.—The amount of debt existing on 
Aprils of that year, was 210,685,195./. 
the. airmunt of debt redeemed by the ope¬ 
ration of the then Sinking Fund, audits 
accumulation, and by the redemption of 
the Land Tax, up to the 1st of Feb. 1808, is 
78,930,660/.; leaving unredeemed 6n 
Feb. 1 next, 140,745,526/. For the ma¬ 
nagement of this debt, .subject to the fur¬ 
ther reduction which will be daily effected 
by the above-mentioned Sinking Fund 
and its accumulation, and by the farther 
redemption of Land Tax the Bank wotild 
bave a dear right, under contract, to an 
allov^ance for Management at the rate of 
450/. per million ; unless it should appear 
upon further investigation that the pubjie 
have a right to deduct from the total 
ninoiml of debt, as it st«>od in 1791, the 
total amount of debt since paid oft'and can¬ 
celled by all or any of the sinking funds, or 
other n^eans the public has appropriated to 
fflat purpose ;—a question which, when it 
is considered that with a reference to any 
augment^ition or diminution, the debt 
is considered as one account, and tliat, 
in point of fact, both the several debts and 
sOvetal sinking funds were consolidated in 
1802, may, it is Conceived, fairly admit' 
of aii'argumeiit^ and in this case, the 
total of unredeemed debt to which this 
contract M-Duld ‘ apply, would be about 
90 million.s.—Byth^ Act of 1800, cap. 
26 , it is enacted (inter alia) That during 
thd continuance of the charter, the 
Bank sliall enioy all proAte> emoluments, 
benefits and advantages whatsoever, which 
they nbtV have, possess, di*« eiiy»y by 
virtue of any employmetat by ov ou behalf 
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of the public/' but with the following 
proviso^ *';Mibject nevertheless to such 
restrictionsi rules and direction6> and also 
to such other agreements^ matters, and 
things, as in the said acts and charters 
(i. e, all former acts and charters) or any of 
them now in force, are contained or pre« 
scribed/'—It is remarkable that the Act 
of 1791 is not specifically adveited to; jt 
is only by the general words of re&renci^ 
to all other acts and charters, that it can 
be comprehended, and therefore it may 
be fairly argued, that the specific rate of 
allowance ior Management granted by 
that act, was not particularly under atten¬ 
tion, for if it had been, it ca^ hardly be 
conceived that it would* npi have been 
specially adverted toi^n^lt is unques¬ 
tionable that the prdpiso^j^t mentioned, 
as much refers to tha directions and rules 
and powers of agreeiii^^nt granted the 
treasury, with respect to the allowance for 
lUanagement in the Annual Loan Bill, as 
to the Act of 1791. Their charter, there¬ 
fore, reserving to them all the benefits 
which they then had by virtue of any em¬ 
ployment for the public, subject to this 
proviso, must be understood to reserve to 
them the right of Management, but sub¬ 
ject as to the amount of Management, to 
what the treasury may .think reasonable.— 
If, however, notwithstanding this view of 
the case, and contrary to every expecta¬ 
tion, the Bank were now to assert, and 
were enabled to make good a claim to be 
allowed at the rate of 450/. per million oif 
such portion of the d^bt, as it stood on 
April 5, 1800, as has not sinc^ been 
redeemed, there would remain at this 
moment about 250 millions only (the 
whole debt being 613 millions) to which 
any new scale of allowance could be ap¬ 
plied. But if such a claim were insisted 
upon, and if the Bank were advised ty 
.stand upon the strict and literal execution 
of a contract, which, as fiA* as it rests upon 
the act of 1800, is only to be maintained 
(if tenable at all) by general amplication 
and reference, whilst it must be obvious, 
.that tliis same contract, by the continued 
and unforeseen operation of those, very 
circumstances which create pressure and 
difficulty in the country, is become impro¬ 
vident and disadvantageous to the puolic, 
and* in the same ptopoilion, over-pro¬ 
ductive to the Bank; and that their profits 
are in like manner ^eatly increased by 
many oiher trafisactions, necessarily in¬ 
cident to and growing out of that pres¬ 
sure and thbse difficulueii: 1 fhould cer« 
VoL.X. ■ 


I tainly, under shch a contingency, feel it 
j’to be no unreUsbnable 'expectation, and 
should be oalled upon by my du^ to 
urge it to the utmost, on the part of thh 
public, that for the aboVe 250 millionsy 
that pal‘t of the debt wiltp respect to thjS 
allowance fbr the Manageifient of Which no 
specific contracts can be Said to exist, such 
allo>^ance should be confined as nedrly aa 
qssiblc to the increased charge which may 
e supposed to be actually inCufred by 
the Blink, in consequence of this addkiOn 
to the debt of 180d; so as to obtauiidf not 
immediately^ at least within a short«pe« 
riod, by the rapid diminution of the latter* 
art abatement equal to a fair and irnmedi* 
ate average abatement upon the whole.-*^ii 
is unnecessary to go into particular calcu* 
lations Upon such a subject; but it must 
be obvious that supposing the rate of al- ' 
lowqnce for the portion of tlie debt not 
subject to the supposed contract of 1800, 
to be managed at a rate as high Is SOOL 
per miyion (a rate, which under the cir¬ 
cumstances here stated, and with* a view 
to an average, it w^ould not be reasonable 
to expect), a Very few years would elapse^ 
(probably not more than ten years) before 
the whole allowance for management 
would be less, under any given circum¬ 
stances, .than is now proposed, whilst the 
reductiem of allowance would be still go¬ 
ing so long as any of the debt of 1800 
should remain, without any kecuvity to 
the Bank for an encreased rate, should the 
whole debt at any future period be redu- 
I ced below certain stated amouiits. 

No. rV.—Copy of a Paper communi¬ 
cated to tne Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer by the •.Governor and De¬ 
puty GoVSinor of the Bank; in reply 
to his Letter and Woposals of the 
29dDec. 180t. ' • 

Th8 Committee having taken into Uoiv. 
sideration the Proposals suggested by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; be/ leave 
to return the follbWing Answer* and Ob¬ 
servations : They .are of opVjion, that a 
farther tidvance* to ihB ext<^at of 500,000/. 
on account of the UrijpVaimed, Dividendsi 
may be acceded to on part of the Bank j 
on similar eonditiotis with the formei**ad- 
vance.—The Ceimmittee, ever^anxfous tb 
promote the interest of the public, as well 
as of their pt/lprictors, are of opinion, tha^. 
a rediiction oh the rate of inana^meni bif 
the natieiiala debt, as proposed by ^he 
chancellor of the exchequer, may,*wit4' 
some modifications of no very great md- 
•i^nt, be consented to on the part of the 
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regard to the large sums tif 

K ‘)lic mcmeV’ qf the exchequer, and the 
ances of the public drawing accounts 
iH the^'hands of the Bank; these, how ever 
considerable at particular periods, must 
necessarily always be of an uncertain and 
^actuating amount; for which reason, 
for others continually operating in 
the great scale of their business of bank¬ 
ing, the committee deem it impossible to 
ascertain, with any degree of precision, 
the profits that may be made, arising 
from the employment of those balances. 
But^ on all accounts they are of opinion, 
that it would be highly imprudent for the 
Bank to make an advance to government 
in the way of loan of a capital sum of 
money equal to one-half of then* presumed 
.^amount, even with the deductions pro¬ 
posed.—They therefore cannot recfominend 
to their court, for the purpose of being 
brought before the court of proprietors, 
the first mentioned plan or proposal, in 
respect fo those balances.—But, *as the 
Paper suggests another mode, by which 
the exchequer itself may make advantage 
of the public money paid^into the exche¬ 
quer ; the Bank neither can, nor ought to 
make an objection thereto, or to any plan 
obviously ihtented for the benefit of the 
public. On the contrary, any Jjcilities 
conveniently in their pow er, the committee 
have no hesitation to say, the Banic will 
always with alacrity afibrd.—It should, 
however, be understood, that if this plan 
be adopted, the Bank should not be obliged 
at the end of every quarter to purchase, 
or take, oA that account, exchequer bills 
to a lirger amount than two millions.— 
The committee, hoi 5 ’^eTer, jaj*e aw are, that 
possibly it tnay not be altogether a de- 
skidile cfrqintistStnce, in the management 
^of tiffs bttiAness in the Exchequer, tooiver- 
tUTu^ the forms of office, and .a system, that 
has established %nd ached upon for a 

very number of years; and that 

sometimes, ^eems tolerably easy in 
hrospeot, may jlways be found per¬ 
fectly so in pract 4 ’ce- They, therefore, on 
tlteir part, beg leave suggest a proposal, 
jfthihh poasibly may dK'^erve %lip consider- 
atkmof the« chancellor 0\ the 6xchc(j[ucr, 
aindbe more acceptable, att^l' efentually 
even more profitable to govgrn.'«^nt, than 
the mode juft mentioned. It is much less 
complex in its nature, and Remands no 
k^ratioii 'nor innovation on the present 
jMcUce, which is perfectly well uiider* 
It consists only in the Bank pay- 
a mt|m sum of axmuaiij^* 


into the Exchequer, for the use of the 
‘public, on the condition, ilmt the public 
money shall continue to be kept in the 
hands of the Bank, and the accounts be¬ 
tween the ESechequer and the Bank con- 
tihued according to the present practice. 
In that case, and on that condition, the 
committee are of opinion, they might con¬ 
scientiously propose to their court to te- 
(fommend the court of proprietors to pay 
into the exchequer, for the use of the 
public, the sum of annually, 

(luring the .continuance of the w ar ; and 
whenever the period of peace arrives, this 
subject, and others, of great moment, will 
probably re^uiiT^farther consideration'— 
The chancellor of the exchequer will be 
pleased to suggestmn in his 

mind, and which of the txvo 

plans he * shall prefijr to prbpose to the 
Bank.—With rcsprftt to the quarterly issue 
for the Redemption of the Mational Debt, 
the committee arc unanimous in most so¬ 
lemnly deprecating any alteration in the 
prfesent mode of conducting that very im¬ 
portant branch of the public business, or 
diverting any part of its funds, to any 
other purpose, than that to which by law 
they are appropriated, and which has so 
happily been enacted by legislature. 
The system hitherto pursued has given 
universal satisfaction to the public, as Well 
as to the stockholders, and has evidently 
been attended with the most beneficial 
qjftccts on the public credit of the nation. 
—'ITle committee Jiavc no object of profit 
in view from the quarterly issue of this 
money, which, they flatter themselves, 
can be no where safer than in the custody 
of the Bank. They look on this money 
as a sacred deposit, to be applied and 
paid only, agreeably to the terms of the 
acts of parliament in the dally purchases 
df stock by the commissioners, and to be 
employed or used 1*^ other manner. 

No. 1.—Copy of a Letter from the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer to the Go¬ 
vernor *and Deputy Governor of the 
Bank. 

Dowming-stteet, Jan. 11, 1808. 

Gentlemen; In the several conferences 
and communications which 1 have 'lately 
had the honotir'of holding with you re¬ 
specting the expec|ation formed W me, 
on the part of tne public, of an £iavanCe 
by* the Bank for the public service, the 
particular grounds of that ^xpettation have 
been discussed under three heads, fiam^: 
I St. Unclaimed DiVid^Ads.^ 2dly. Tiie 
Charge fOr thb MtmkgeiAeAt bF^he 
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Debt,—S^lly. Balances arising from D^po- not the les^ firnaly convince^ in my owi^ 
sits of Public Money in the hands of-the* judgment of tl:^ tritlth and a^M^uracy of . 
Bank. this position ;.apd having, J thinks suc- 

Ilaving most maturely considered every cceded in fully satisfying you, that ^plan, 
thing that has passed between us, in these the outlines of whiph ^have had the ho- 
discussions, I now feel myself enabled aiid nour of stating to you, ,ftiight easily be 
called upon to make to you the following devised, and with the sanction of parlia- 
proposals, under ejich of the above heads ; meiit carried into effect, by which these 
and 1 request that you will submit them balances fnight, to a very great extent, 
to the Court of Directors, for their consK be rendered productive oi profit to the 
deration and concurrence. 1 st, That out public ; you must be sensible, that, haw- 
of the Unclaimed Dividends a sum of ever desirous I may be of avoiding, to 
500,000/, shall be advanced for the ser- trouble you with any futher discussion of 
vice of the present year, under similar the mode in which, according to my Judg- 
provisions to those contained in the Act of inent, advantage is derived to the Bank 
ca p. 33, and in addition to the sum from the public balances, or of the precise 
of 376,731^)/. already advanced upon that extent to which thoKse advantages are car- 
accouiit; but so as^.^y^ecure that the ried, it would be alto get her inconsistent with 
amount of such divic^nds ly^piaining in the my duty to the public, in the view which 
Bank shall nievcr be less than* 100 , 000 /. have new shortly stated, to avoid pressing* 
2 dly. That the sums t^| be allowed to the upon tjie consideration of the Bank, the 
Bank for the Management of the public expediency of ensuring to the public, in 
debt, shall, from and after the 5th of Ap/il some shape or other, that reasonable de- 
next, be regulated by the following scale : gree cd* profit which they arc entitled to 
—When the total amount of debt unre- expect, and which, as I have already ob- 
deemed shall exceed 400 millions, and not served, it is within the competency of 
exceed 550 millions, the Bank shall re- parliament to secure to them, from the use 
ccive au allowance for management at of those balances. As, however, any plan 
the rate of 340/. per million per annum for this purpose to which the Bank mi^ht 
upon the whole of such debt: and when not be a party, tfiough free from objection 
the total amount of such debt shall ex- in its principle, could not be carried into 
coed 550 millions, the Bank shall receive execufJon, without a departure from the 
the allowance of 340/. per million for cour:?k of business which has so long sub- 
such 550 millioiia; and for any excess of sisted betv\eeu the Bank ancf the Exchc- 
debt which may now exist, or may here- quer, I should on that account prefer an 
after be creatcil, beyond 550 millioits, tfie arrangement promising even sometliing 
rate of allowance for management shall less of advantage to tiie public, which 
be 300/. per million for the whole of such would leave this course of business in its 
excess.—4 have only farther to propose on accustomed channel; and, as P cannot 
this part of the subject, that tne 4 , 000 /. doubt but tlj^^at the Bank will concur with 
paid to the Banlc by the Exchequer, under me in preferring to avoid Eftiy deviation 
th 9 denornination of '‘House Mon^,'' from a long established 5ystepi, it appears 
should be discontinued ; but it is not my projjable, that, from this and other Consi- 
intention, if the above proposals*are ac- derations, it piay be more satisfactory to 
c^ded to, to suggest any alteration in the them, as it will certainly be to me, that 
established rate of allow ance for receiving tlie 0119 or the other of the foUowmg pro- 
contributions to the loan or to the lottery, positions, (unquestionably not formed upon 
—^The consideration of whaf may be the any too sanguine view of the comparative 
proper rate of management in the event profit® which in another mode ihight be 
• of the debt unredeemed being i*educed obtained for the public) should be £^c- 
below 4C)0 millions, may be reserved for ceded toby the Bank; viz. Thatthe^Bank 
subsequent arrangement when such an shall, on or before the 5th of April nes^l, 
event may take place.-^dly. With re- advance to the public for flte service of 
spect to the Public Balances j although I the year, a loan of 3,000,000, without in- 
have not been so foHunate in the several terest, but the principal to be secured by 
conferences which we have had upon tlie exchequer bills payable tw^elve mqnths 
subject, as wholly to convince you, that after the raftfication of a definitive treaty of 
the advantages derived to the Bank from peace: or, that the Bank shall, oii*or be- 
tljie deport of those balancej?, must be in fore the 5th April in the present and each 
proportion to their average, amount ; 1 anf isucceedipg year during the •continuance 

i B 2 • . f 
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turelre months s^ftor 
tetOiMiOtion thereof by definitive 
of peace, pay into the receipt of 
thi ]|^heqnor, there to be held at the dis- 
pdShl of parliament, the sum of 150,000/. 
gtierting.—^In proposing this alternative in 
^ho mode of aiflfording to the public that 
4ogree of aid which, upon the most mode¬ 
rate principle, and with n reference to the 
advantage that might otherwise be ol)- 
tained, it appears reasonable to e?^pect on 
acdoupt^of the deposit of public money in 
th^ l^ands of the Bank, I feel it a duty at 
the sami iime to urge, in the strongest 
manner^ the superior convenience and ad- 
valrita^ whiqh would accrue to the public 
serVife^’ froin the adoption bv the Bank of 
tbe ^rophsed loan, instead of an equivalent 
•• annual Jiaymetit into the Exchemier. In 
stating this comparative view of^the two 
proposals, and my decided opiniot^ in fa¬ 
vour of thb advance by way of loan, 1 
cannot doubt, from the general disposition 
of the Bank, that it will be a most pow¬ 
erful motive with the court to give a pre¬ 
ference to thjit proposal; unless, tixjm 
some reason of which 1 am not aware, it 
should appear to them absolutely neces¬ 
sary for the interests of the Bank to con¬ 
fine themselves to an annual payment.— 
In order to prevent the possibility, of any 
future misunderstanding of the prii^ciples 
and grounds on which the present arrange¬ 
ment, as far as relates to the deposits of 
public balances, is brought forward, 1 
think it necessary to observe, that the 
pn^osal to confine the duration of the ad¬ 
vance J^iy way of loan, or of the annual 
payment into the Exchequer, to the period 
of the present war* and Kvelve months 
after Ihe te^in^tion of it, is by no means 
to b^ undetstood as an admission on my 
part, that;^t'the expiration of such period, 
the pbblic^ will no longer be entitled to 
look advantage from the continu¬ 

ance^ in $ach deposits; but simply as a 
^ proymieii, by which the government and 
thc^ Bkhk may be <^spectively ^tabled, 
nhdef Hfie change in the state of aftairs 
f^hich IvHl then haVe taken place, {pro- 
fiaMy affecting the amount of* public ba- 
ktiRfes 4n theliands^of the latter,) to con- j 
sid^%f a ttew arrangement. Arid I have* | 
thht, a« the pioposal I have 
on the view I have 
annual av|?rage amorint 
ing that am^rit 
‘ teWfKft fess thriwten millionii sterfing, I 
bb^*ifrid<^iifstobd that^" the present, 

I into sbriul 
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; not be coftstrufed to preclude His mj^esfy^s 
governirietit (with the sanction of Parlia¬ 
ment if necessary) from using in such 
manner as they might think proper for the 
ppblic interest, and cortsistcrit with any 
existing engagement with the Bank, any 
excess of balance over and above the said 
ten millions, if it should appear that such 
excess were likely to be permanent and 
of sufficient magnitude to call for some ap¬ 
plication of it, by whlchy without inter¬ 
fering with the arrangement now proposed 
to the Bank, it might be rendered pro¬ 
ductive of advantage to the public; but 
without calling upon the Bank for anir 
direct assistance beyond the am^tml’liow 
proposed ; an assistance whlch^ whatever 
diflference of ojlfffidh may exist as to the 
circumstanceif ^1iy tire operation of which 
they are enabled to^rant it, will, I cannot 
doubt, upon a fair consideration of the 
witole case, appear to be entirely consist¬ 
ent with those principles of equity and 
mutuaf liberality, which ought to prevail in 
Ihfe adjustment of so important an arrange¬ 
ment, growing out of the, extensive trans¬ 
actions existing between the public and 
the Bank. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Se. Perceval. 

No. n.—Copy of a Paper intituled, 
" Resolution of the Court of Directors.*' 

14th Jan. 1«08. Resolved, That the 
proposal of the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, to take 500,000/. from the Un¬ 
claimed Dividends, in addition to the form¬ 
er sum of 376,759/. be acceded to by this 
court. 

Resolved, That in respect to the rate of 
Management, the following scale be pro¬ 
posed : 

On OQO millions at 340/. per million* 


13 

I)o. - 

- 300 

- Do. 

400 

Do. - 

- 450 

- Do. 

300 

Do. - 

- 500 

- Do. 


Resolved, That in respect to the 4,000/. 
for management, allowed by the first 
charter, it i§ not expedient to make any 
alteration in that allowance, being part of 
the 100,000/. per annum continued' from 
the foundation of the Bank. 

Resolved, That the Court of Directors 
do accede to the proposal of the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer, to lend>^ for the 
use of government, 5,000,000/. on exche¬ 
quer bills, without interest, during the 
wdr; provided it is stipulated to be return¬ 
ed within six months after the ratification 
of a treaty of peace, and under thfe com¬ 
plete understanding, that all 4ransact»Dns 
petween the public and the Bank shall bo 
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continued in the Bccustomed manner, even 
thougli the amount of public balances 
tiliould exceed the sum of ten millions. 

No. III.—€opy of a letter from the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, to the Go¬ 
vernor and Deputy Governor of the* 
Bank. 

Downing-street, Jan. 15th, 1808. 

Gentlemen; The liberal disposition 
which has been manifested by the Court of^ 
Directors, to concur in the principal ar¬ 
rangements which I have thought it my 
duty to suggc.st for their consideration, 
has aflbrded me great satisfaction.—While 
-Lith.cl convinced that my proposal has not 
lost si"^p.<si4tb^j^iiblic interest, the manner 
in which it has been received by the Bank 
coniirnis me in thinkiirg^that it has not 
proceeded without a diie consideration also 
of the fair andVcasonable interests and ex¬ 
pectation of that respectable corporation. 
Under this im[n*ession, I am strongly 
inclined to give way to the suggestions ot 
tlieBank in the minor part of the arrange¬ 
ment, and will therefore accede to tlfh 
scale of allowances therein proposed for 
the tnanngcnu iit of the public debt, so 
far as it applies to present circumstances, 
f)r to such as can be expected to occur 
within any short period.—^In this view, 
therefore, I shall not object to the alter¬ 
ation by which it is proposed that the al¬ 
lowance to be paid by the public for ma- 
iiagctnent, shall be at the rate of 34-0/. per 
niilhon upon any amount of debt between, 
^KX)and (iOO mill ions inclusive, instead of 
limiting that rate of allowance to any a- 
itioimt between 400 and 550 millions, as 1 
bad intended; and according to this ar¬ 
rangement, the reduced rate of 300/. per 
million will be allowed upon any excess 
of debt now existing, or which may here¬ 
after be created, above 000 millions, in- 
steijd of commencing from tbe amount o^ 
*550 millions.—But with •re.spect to the 
proposal for increasing the rate of allow¬ 
ance for management to 500/. per million, 
in case the unredeemed debt should be 
reduced to 300 millions I am persuaded 
'that upon reconsideration the Court of Di¬ 
rectors will agree with me in tlie difficulty 
or rather the Impossibility, of my propos¬ 
ing to parliament, at this!* moment, to 
grant a higher rate of allowance upon a 
debt* of sob millions, than was granted by 
law in 1791 ujpon a decreasing debt of 220 
millions \ and 1 t^ust that they will consent 
to withdraw this part of their resolution. 

In stating this, I by no means intend to un¬ 
dervalue the reasons which may be urged 
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(o shew that circumstance m%y perhaps 
have occurred to render some enqfi^se not , 
unreasonable / but; th.e eyent which wcsuld 
bring tliese circumstances mqit properly 
under consideration, is, JL am afraid, re-» 
moved to such a distance,* that the court 
of Directors will, I hope, find no difficulty 
in agreeing with me to wave the discussion 
ofthirfpoint for the present.—^With respect 
to fhat part of their Resolutions, by which 
the Court of Directors agree to advance 
“ 3 , 000 , 000 /. on exchequer bills, without 
interest, during the war, provided is 
stipulated to be returned within six 
months after the ratification of a defi¬ 
nitive treaty of peace, and under the 
complete understanding that all trans¬ 
actions between the public and the Bank 
shall be continued in the accustomed man- , 
ncr, ev’^en though the amount of public ba¬ 
lances should exceed the sum of ten mil¬ 
lions the proposal to limit the |epay- 
ment to six months instead of twelve, after 
the ratification of a definitive treaty of 
peace, is an alteration in ihe arrangement 
from which I do not feel myself disposed 
to dissent, as this abridgment of the term 
has probably appeared of importance to 
the Court of Directors,—^With respect to 
the understanding under which the court 
is willir^g to lend the sum of 3 millions, 

I have ,only to observe, that, subject to 
this advance, it never w as my intention to 
attempt, during Us continuance, any al¬ 
teration in the course of business between 
the Bank and the Exchc(|uer, or to propose 
to withdraw from the Bank any account 
now by law directed to be kept there. 
This explanation wnll, I trust, be entirely 
satisfactory to the Otourt of Directors :t 
and I have only to add, that subject to the 
modification now^ proposed resjiceting the 
mana^ment, I shall be ready to «ublnit 
to parliament,*to sanction an agreement^ 
founded in every respect upon those reso¬ 
lutions. 1 have the honour to be, 

Sp. Pergevaju 

Ifv.—Copy of ,a Letter from the, * 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to the 
Governor and Deputy Governor of 
the Baok. 

Downing-streetj Jail. 19 , 180 S. 

Gentlemen; Referring to me several 
communicatiops which 1 have had the ho* 
nour of holding with you, and to the cor^i^ 
respondence which has passed between q$, 
on the subject of an arrangement tp be 
formed between the public and the Bknk; 
and especially* to the proposals wMdi I 
(ifitsmitted lo you on the llA i]|rtiiit i |o 
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^ resolutiojd of the Court of Directors of 
the 14th instant/suggesting certain'alter- 
ttions in those proposals ; and to my 
letter of the 15th instant, consenting in 
part to those alterations ;—I think it pro¬ 
per, in order "to remove every possibility 
of misunderstanding between us, briefly 
to recapitulate the terms of the arrange¬ 
ment, which I have expressed my readi¬ 
ness to submit to parliament, in cast it 
should meet with the final concurrence 
and assent of the Bank—Under the three 
following headsviz. 

1st. Unclaimed Dividends. 2d. Allow¬ 
ance for Charges of managing the Public 
Debt, 3d, Public Balances kept at the 
Bank- 

1 have proposed;—1st. That the Bank 
shall now advance out of the Unclaimed 
Dividends in their liands, ih". sum of 
500,000^. for the use of the public, in ad¬ 
dition to the sum already advanced out of 
that fund pursuant .to the Act 31 Geo. IIL 
cap. * 43 , and under similar conditions ; 
provided always, that the amount of such 
dividends remaining in the Bank shall not 
be reduced below 100,000/. 2dly. Tliat 
for.the tnanagement of the public debt, 
the Bank shall henceforward be allowed 
as follows : 340/. per million per annum, 
upon the whole ot the unredeemed debt, 
whenever it may amount to 40cf millions, 
and not exceed 600 millions.—i?b0/. per 
million per annum, upon the whole amount 
of any excess of Debt unredeemed above 
600 millions; the said 600 millions con¬ 
tinuing in such case to be managed at the 
aforesaid rate of 340/. per million per an- 
nmn?-— 450 /. per million per annum, upon 
the %vhole unredeemed dgbt, whenever it 
tnay exce^fed 300 millions, and not amount 
to 400 nylJion^. And that with respect to 
fhb rate df allowance which it giay be 
jproper tp fix for the management ot any 
'debt less than 300 millions, it has been 
deemed advisable to defer the consider¬ 
ation of that subject until the actual dimi¬ 
nution of the debt^may be such^as to re¬ 
quire some determination upon it. 3dly. 
That the Bank shall, on or before the 5th 
of April next, advance foi* tlje public ser- 
vfee in the present year, 3,000,000/. by 
wajr of l^n, without"interest; the princi¬ 
pal to be secured by q^chequer bills, 
to be deposited in the hands of the Bank, 
eviration of six months 
#ft«f iilEMtification of a definitive treaty 
-And it is understood that du- 
lie cantinusmee of this advance by 
no alteration is to be pcopisdd 





in the general course of bqsiaoss between 
the Bank and the jgxchequer, nor any re¬ 
gulation introduced by which the accounts 
now by law directed to be kept at the 
Bank, shall be withdrawn from thence. 1 
«?have the honour to be, &.c. Sp. Percxval. 

No. V.—Copy of a Paper, intituled. 
Resolution of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, on Mr. Pcrcevar.s Letter of the 
]9th Jan. 1808, and Recoiumcnda- 
tion thereof to the General Court.'’ 

At a Court of Directors, at the Bank, on 
Thursday the 21st Jan. 1S08, the fol¬ 
lowing Ditters from the Chancellor 
of the Kxchequer being read, viz. 

“ Downing-.strcct, Jan. ejcn- 

tlenien. The liberal clij^position,” &c.— 

Downing-Stroet, Jan. 19, 1808. Gen¬ 
tlemen, Referring to the several,” See. 

Tlie jjiwernor acquainted the court, that 
the committee of treasury having consi¬ 
dered the said letters, recommend, that 
the terras proposed in the letter of the 19th 
inust. be complied w ith.—The court agreed 
thereto.—Resolved, That the chancellor 
of the exchequer’s letter, of the 19th inst. 
be laid before the general court; and that 
the governor be authorized to mforrn the 
proprietors, that this court is of opinion, 
that the proposals contained in the said 
letter be acceded to. 

No. VL —Copy of a Paper, intituled, 
Resolution of the General Court 
on Mr. Perceval’s Letter of the 19th 
Jan. 1808.” 

At a General Court of the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, 
held at their public Office in Thread- 
needle street, on Thursday the 21st 
Jan. 1808, the fojlowing Letter from 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer be- 
^ ing read, viz. 

'' Downing-street, Jan. 19, 180S. Gen¬ 
tlemen, Referring,” kc. 

The governor further acquainted the 
court, that the court of directors, haying 
taken the said letter into consideration,arc 
opinion to recommend tx> this court to 
comply with the 'proposals contained in 
the said letter;—^The question wms then 
put. That the propo.sals contained in the 
above letter, be complied with on.the part 
of the Bank? And carried in the diCi- 
mative. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wedtmday^ F^twry 3i 

[Expedition to Copen^jagen.] 

Pmsaniy rose to make the motiou 
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which he had given notice to the house. 
The object he had in view was, principally, 
to ascertain how far his majesty’s minis- 
tei-^ had been justified in advising his ma¬ 
jesty to employ his naval and military 
forces in the Expedition against Copenha¬ 
gen. That this was a subject which pe¬ 
culiarly demanded ‘ the enquiry of the 
house, he was fully authorized to state on 
the Declaration issued by his majesty him- ^ 
self, in the first clause which, his majesty 
declares that he owes to himself and to Eu¬ 
rope a frank exposition of the motives 
whith had dictated his conduct with re- 
to Denmark. It was scarcely neces¬ 
sary s^, that in speaking of 

the Declaration iT^iis majesty and ot the 
speech from the throne, li€ meant to direct 
his observations solely against hi;{ majes¬ 
ty’s ministers ;* and ne must also be un¬ 
derstood ill speaking of the subject to 
which he was about to call the attention 
of the house, to refer to his majesty’s 
ministers, and not to his majesty hiihself, 
to whose native rectitude and honour, he 
was convinced that the transaction was 
asfippositc, as it had been disgraceful to 
the projectors of it, and disadvantageous 
to the country. In order to consider the 
subject maturely, it would be necessary to 
enquire ; first, what the disposition of Den¬ 
mark had been ; m xt. What tlie conduct 
of Russia had been ; and, lastly, what 
means France possessed of executing any 
project hostile to this country in the Baltic, 
it would be idle to enquire into the dispo¬ 
sition of France, with respect to this coun¬ 
try, for it was well known that the ruler of 
that nation was well disposed to unite all 
the force that he c«suld against Great Bri¬ 
tain. But, to justify his majesty^s minis¬ 
ters for the steps that they had taken, it wafi 
necessary to ascertain, not the disposhjonof 
Frai)ce, but the means which France pos- * 
Jessed, of manifesting thatidisposition in a 
manner dangerous to this country. In 
<lrawin|j up 3ie Resolutions on,winch he 
should found his motion for an Address to 
his majesty, requesting the communioa- 
tion of such papers, as, in his opinion, 
Would elucidate the subject, he had gone 
pretty far back. In his miijesty’s Decla¬ 
ration of the 25lh of Sept. l8o7 (p. 115), 
an allusion was made to an apology stated 
to haVe been received from Denmark at 
the close of a former war, for having en¬ 
tered int 9 a hostile confederacy against 
^eat Britain, which apology was found- 
ti oft iho awDWed inability of Denmark 
to resist the operation of external influ- 
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<Siice, ^and the threats of a formidable 
neighbouring power.’' He had there¬ 
fore framed a Resolution for the pur¬ 
pose of procuring the substance or copies 
of any communication received from the 
court of IXmmark towards the close of 
last war, containing the apology above al¬ 
luded to. lie was desirous to propose thisf 
Resolution, because his majesty’s Declara¬ 
tion charged Denm ark with having entered 
into an hutile confederacy against this 
country, and with having defended .that 
hostility by declaring that she was co«n- 
pelled to do so by the threats of a great 
neighbouring power. He had inquired 
into tins subject, and he had been told^ 
perhaps erroneously, that the court of 
Denmark never did send such apology for 
the abandonment of its neutrality. He 
was desiro\i3 to know the truth of the fact, 
and Ke cOuld not conceive what objection 
could be made to the production oftthese 
papers, if they actually existed. The 
transaction liad taken place aboutf slx or 
7 years ago ; there could be no apprehen¬ 
sion of disclosing any source of secret in- 
telligence ; nor any thing could be disco¬ 
vered which the Declaration had not as¬ 
serted—^that assertion he did not believe 
to be founded on fact. He had shaped 
anotlior Besolutlon, for the purpose of as- 
certainwig wdiat information had been re¬ 
ceived by his niajcsty’s ministei^ respect¬ 
ing the conduct of Denmark, with respect 
to its naval force. He was desirous, that 
all the reports made during the last year ' 
by the king’s resident at Copenhagen, 2 $ 
to the steps taken by the Danes for^aug- 
menting their marine, manning their fleet, 
See. should be laid bclore the house; be¬ 
cause, if Denmark were really hostile to this 
country, and were disposed to Aiite with 
Franctf and Russia against us, she would 
unquestionably'have exerted herself to 
put her naval force in a state of respecta¬ 
bility. The practice in Denmark with 
regaid to their marine, he understood to 
be this: •the Danish sailors were obliged 
to inscribe their names in certain otfices, 
so that the Danish government knew at 
all times, pretty nearly, the amount 'of 
sailors in their dominions, as, if vhe sailors 
quitted Denmark, they were obliged to 
state in what ship they went, and by tfiese 
means, the government knew the number 
of their sailons and their distribution in 
the different parts of the world, to which 
they were carried by the mercantile raa- 
rvne of Denmark, extent of Danish 
commerce, and the distant voyages un- 
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diertaken by the Danish sailors^ rendered 
it impossible for the Danish go^rhment 
to n^n a considerable fleet kt a short no¬ 
tice. It was not as in England^ where, 
owing to the immense number of our sai¬ 
lors, and the ejitent of our commerce, we 
were enabled by impressment and other 
means, to fit out and man a powerful fleet 
in a few weeks. Denmark to do thiff must 
await the arival of her merchant fle<,ts. 
If, tKerefore, Denmark had actuully me¬ 
ditated hostility against Great Britain, it 
wa^« impossible to conceive that she would 
not have demonstrated that lurking iiiteii' 
tion before the period of lord Gambier's 
arrival in the Sound. He asked therefore, 
if his majesty^® resident at Copenhagen 
had sent any advices to this eflTect ? Ilis 
V majesty^s ministers had told him, that 
they meant to refuse an answer he hoped 
the house would not agree with tkenr. He 
also \^shed to know, if reports had been 
received by his majesty’s ministers from 
any nawl officer employed in the Baltic 
during the last year, relative to an aug¬ 
mentation of the naval force of Denmark. 
It was matter of public noturiet}", that 
during the last year scarcely a week elaps* 
ed in which some naral officer of skill 
and reputation had not passed the Sound, 
ill consequence of our intercourse with 
Sweden, with Russia, and even with Prus¬ 
sia, until the power of that country had 
been demolisned. It was hardly possible 
that any extraordinary naval preparations 
could have been made at Copenhagen, 
without their having been noticed by the 
expert and experienced officers to whom 
he alluded. If this information were de¬ 
nied, why was it ticnled ? because; it did 
not e3^ist ;*"beqause his majesty’s minister 
at C<jj>on^'iagcn did not send home any 
mmrhlktion of a preparation for Iwstility j 
in Dehmark, for he could not have done so 
with truth; because his majesty’s naval 
officers had not noticed any naval exer¬ 
tions in the ports of Denmark, for no such 
exertions had boen manifested. The 
house would therefore be justifiea in con¬ 
cluding that no steps had been taken by 
Danmark, which had awak^ied jealousy 
or roused ^suspicion. He had made it his 
business to enquire what had been the 
conduct of Denmark with regard to their 
own ships, and their valuable cargoes, 
w|Me^ were in the ports of .Great Britain, 
very time that the Expedition 
Copenhagen was fitting out. When 
fiiral Gambier was preparing to saij, 
ay ot the Danish captains hearj|||. 


amongst other rumours, that it was as 1 ijcely 
that the British force was destined against 
Denmark as against any other place, con¬ 
sulted the Danish consul on the subject. 
The consul applied to the Chamber of 
Commerce in Copenhagen, a branch 
of the public admiiiistratioii of govern¬ 
ment. He received for answer, that 
there was not the smallest ground for 
' anxiety or alarm on the part of the Danish 
mercantile interest^ for that no such cir-^ 
cumstances existed; which trnd(;d to dU 
sturb the neutrality of Denmark, or to 
place her in a state of hostility with Great 
Britain. At the time that this answer 
was received, there were slirps 

in British ports, with ca.'^'jf-es amounting to 
two millions stciding. Was it possible to 
suppose, that under these circumstances, 
wlien the Danish government declared to 
her commercial interest that they need not 
hurry themselves—that then.' was no fear 
of an interruption of the good understand* 
ing with Great Britain;—was it possible 
t6 suppose, that when a third of the com¬ 
mercial property of Denmark was in our 
hands, the Danish government im;diutcd 
hostility against us.^ Such a thing was in¬ 
credible. But it was said, that though 
Denmark herself might (‘utertain no hostile 
disposition against Great Britain, she was 
likely soon to be forced into a state of 
hostility, and that, therefore, we w ere justi¬ 
fied in seizing her marine, without any pre¬ 
vious notice to Denmark, and without any 
previous behaviour on her part to prov oke 
us to that seizure. If our conduct could 
be at all justified on this ground, it mu.st 
b(’ on the necessity of anticipatuig the 
views of the enemy v^th regard to the 
Danish fleet. No vv rifer on the law of na¬ 
tions, or on any otlier law, or on common 
justice, had ever maintained that one 
power Could be justified in tcikm|T from 
another yiower^what belonged to it, un¬ 
less a third power meant, and was able, 
to take the same thing. The justification 
of this step, therefore, must rest on tlie 
necessity of it, vvhicb would depend on 
these circumstances; the weakness of 
Denmark, or lim* indisposition to resist 
compulsion; the strength of her enemy, 
and the certuhity that she must yield to 
its force. Every shadow of proof that 
Denmark must have yielded to a hostile 
c^mfedcracy was out of tlie case. It w:as 
necessary to enquire what w ere the mean^ 
vv’bich France possessf'd *of accofnplishing 
her object. One of his Re.jphitions went, 
to ascertain what information his majesty'* 
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ministers had received respecting the the Danes ? Enter into an alliance wit|i 
power that France possessed of seizing msj declare yourselves against France, and 
the Danish navy. If his majesty's mi- remain unite^fl to England’; but first'we 
nisters knew the intentions of France on must deprive you of your power; fot we 
this subject, surely they were not so neg- have so little confidence in your good 
ligent as to omit informing themselves of faith, that we will concliiile no treaty 
her power to carry those intentions into with you until you arc dispossessed of the 
execution. What wa^i the relative situa- means of infringing it. Say you are not 
tion ot the two cOuniries t At the time worthy of credenceratify your own re- 
that admiral Gainbier sailed, a great part^ prgacfi, tind we will allow you to be our 
ot the Danish army was encamped in Hoi- friends." To such a proposition, nothing 
.stein; a cbnsiderahlo French force w as but absolute conquest could ever make a 
also in the same place. Tins disposition nation submit. But what means did France 
of the two armies shewed no intention in possess of compelling Denmark to join ^he 
Demiark to yield to France. Had she hostile confederacy against England, if 
e.ptfirtained such’ an intention she would she were not inchned to do so ? It had 
not ad*. against a French been said, that France, Iiaving taken Jut- 

force. The question then came to be, land and Holstein, might have marched 
Was the French force Efficient to in- an army aci*oss the Great Belt, when frozen, 
ducc or compel" (such were the terms of and have seized the Danish fleet. He * 
his majesty's Declar.ition) Denmark to had 9 onsiilted books, and othcr^authentic 
yield to the views of France ? In his opi- sources of information On the subject, 
liion it was utterly insutficient. Let the and he did not find that any considirable 
house consider tlie situation of Denmark, force had jias'jcd the Great Belt on the 
She possessed considerable counlries on ice for above 150 years. It had’Varely 
the main continent of Europe: but she happened that even individuals had been 
still more val uable p osses^ yjon Hi*^ enabled to cross in that manner. It was 

Nohvay^ i lie 'IDlIfil (on one of well known that the cold in most of 

which her capital was situated), and con- the European states was not now what 
siderable foreign colonies. Had France, it had been. The draining of m'orasses, 
therefore, required Denmark to give up the cutting of forests, and the general 
her fleet that it might be employed against cultivatioja and improvement of coun- 
Great Britain, what \v'ould Dtumiark Jiavc' tries, bail made great 'alterations in their 
answered ? No, you have no right to climates; »o that not only had lio troops 
make such a demand ; it is a manifest passed the Great Belt on the ice during 
usurpation on your jiart; if you make me »the last 150 years, but during the last 
choose between hostility with England 60 years no instance had occurred in 
and hostility with France) I prefer the lat- which that arm of the sea had been so 
ter; for, if I quarre l with England, Eng- bound up by frost, that a general wwuld 
fend can take from me all my foreign have ventured to marchran army across it. 
possessions; she onn injure uiy marine. But even had it ^^o chanced that ^ very 
niid employ Sweden to attack me in Nor- hard frost should have sugigested to the 
way. It is, therefore, better for me French, the idea of inarchj^ig tfbross the 
keep that wliich you cannot take Jrom Belt, \fliat would have been the conse- 
inc, than to sacrifice *it by a war with qucnce^ A noble lord had stated the other 
England." This would have been the evening that there were 35,000 troops in 
conduct of Denmark, if the rashness ami Zealand, certainly there were 30,000 
precipitation of his majesty's,ministers in Holstein: this amounted to 65,000 
had not forced her into hostility against Danes. iTlie Swedes were their allies. 
Great Britain. Were it asked, when we and so were we ; and was it possible 
proposed to her to surrendfer her fleet to us that France could have got a force over 
and to maintain her alliance with us, why the Great Belt, in spite of the Danish force, 
she did-not accede to that proposal, ho and the Swedish force, and the British 
would answer, that we had never made force united ? Had the Belt not been 
wiy proposal to Denmark which it was frozen over, the French would have no 
possible for an independent state to ac- chance >vhatever of getting into Zea-'. 
cept. If, in private life, a siinilar pro-* land. The Dajies'them selves could have 
posal had been m%de to any gentleman of kept them nut; and therefore to imagine 
that house, would it not have been con- that the conjunct Danish, Swedish, and 
•idcred an insult ? What did wo say to British marine could not have prevented 

VoL. X. ^ ^ 
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tbtm, would hare been most childishly al)- 
surd. 4s it was material to know, what 
trore the means which France possessed of 
carrying her plans into cifect, he hud 
framed a Resolution for that purpose, al- 
' though he was (^nvfnced she possessed no 
such means—The next consideration was, 
how far France was to receive assistance in 
the execution of her projects from Russia ? 
Immediately after the conclusion of peace 
at Tilsit, it had been argued by inafiy, 
that Russia had thrown herself into tlic 
armg of France, and thereby had given 
preponderance to that power in the North 
of Europe. To those who believed this it 
must have been strange to see the Danish 
marine taken possession of by this country, 
and the Russian marine jienniited to rove 
about at pleasure. In one of lord Leveson 
Gower's dispatches, dated the 2d of Sept, 
(p. 191.) his lordship stated thaf in a coii- 
ferencewilh general Bud berg, the general 
allo^\]fd the existence of secret articles in 
the Treaty of Tilsit, but dcclurcd that 
those articles had no reference to England. 
Now, it had been insisted in his majesty's 
Declaration relative to Russia and Den¬ 
mark, tliat it was a know ledge of those se¬ 
cret articles that liad induced his majesty 
to take the steps that he had done for llie 
purpose of securing the Danish fleet. It 
therefore became material to kijpw' when 
his majesty's ministers became acauainted 
with thos 4 ^ secret articles; how far tliey 
related to Denmark; and how far by those 
articles France approached her purpose, 
with regard to the marine of that country. 
In another dispatch lord Gower said, that 
in a conversation with the Russian minister, 
the fatter had not alluded to the transac¬ 
tion at Copenhagen, and added, that he 
was surprised next morning to receive a 
Note (p. in which it was statcvl, that 
tlfe emperor VAperienced great p%in and 
anxiety in ,consequence of an intimation 
of this iransaction, which he had received 
from his own minister, and from the court 
of Denmark. The English ambassador 
was instructed t<^ give an accoi^it to the 
court of St. Petersburgh of the motives 
hy which the British ministry had been 
a^^tuated. He was ir’.structed to declare, 
that they had been long in possession of 
data, whic:h left no doubt of the intention 
of the French government relative to the 
marine of Denmark. \Vhy this they 
might have known ever since the w^ar 
broke out I He was still fufther instructed 
to say, that tlie Danish fleet had been in- 
to kid in a descent on the coast of 

• ♦ • I 


the British empire, and, therefore, that 
the security of his dominions had obliged 
his majesty to deprive France of so pow¬ 
erful an assistance (p. 203.) This was the 
explanation g.veil by his majesty's miiiis- 
j;ers to the emperor of Russia—to that 
very emperor of Russia, who was now 
re[ire.sented by them as the chief insti¬ 
gator to the hostile confederacy against 
us! Was it possible that any person re- 
‘presenting his majesty, and satisfied that 
Russia was what she was ru>w described 
to be, w hen he w as asked by the court of 
St. Petersburgh what was the cause of 
our conduct at Copenhagen, could have 
replied, tliat his majesty's ministers 
sessed data which >eft the 

intentions of the FrcncR'^’^overnment re¬ 
lative to the marin’e of Denmark } Would 
lie have duly maintained the honour of 
the crowui, and the dignity and interests 
of Britain, if he had tamely said that 
we had such data? He was convinced 
that our government had at that time 
no seftled belief, that Russia w as engaged, 
oV disposed to engage, to act with hostility 
against us. The British ambassador at the 
court of JSt. Petersburg, ofw’^hose honour and 
ingenuousness there could be but one opi¬ 
nion, would otherwise have answered -to 
the demand of Russia, ** Why do you ask 
me this question, w hen you yourselves have 
created the necessity ; when you your¬ 
selves have been the chief instigators and 
promoters of the project, which my go- 
^ vernineiit have taken these steps for th© 
pui^poso of defeating r"— In another dis¬ 
patch fr(mi this country to lord Gower, 
dated the 27th of September 1807, when 
Russia had oflercd to mediate between 
Great Britain and France, the right hon. 
sec retary (Mr. Canning) writes, that the 
t^rnis on w hich that mediation could be ac¬ 
cepted, were 1st, ' the frank communica« 
*tion ol' the articles of the Treaty of Tilsit, 
secret as well as^vowed.' Now, he thought 
that at that time the right hon. secretary 
knew them, and yet a knowledge of them 
from Russia was insisted upon as the sine 
qua non of an acceptance ofherofler of 
mediation. Instead of grounding the ob¬ 
jections of our government to accept the 
mediation of Russia, on the conduct of 
that power •liith regard to Denmarki 
the dispatch proceeds to state the anxiety 
of his majesty on a variety of other topics 
-^onthe movements in the mediterranean 
—on the surrender of Corfu—on the in¬ 
tentions of Russia with respect to Turkey— 
on tlie publi.c articles of the of Tilaiti- 
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which recognized the French king of Naples 
only as king of Naples, although that ar¬ 
ticle might in effect be contradicted by a 
secret article, adding to that title that oi’ 
the Two Sicilies. These were the consi¬ 
derations which the right hon. secretary, 
urged the British minister to press, as rea¬ 
sons for desiring the disclosure of the Se¬ 
cret Articles of the Treaty of Tilsit; but 
on any confederacy existing between 
Russia and Fiance to force the Danes to 
join against Great Britain, the dispatch 
was perfectly silent. How was it possi¬ 
ble then, that the right hoti. secretary, or 
the British ambassador, could at that time 
re:dly believe that Russia was the chief in- 
stigaloi of j^r^it by which France 
was to have beem pii^n possession of the 
Danish marine ? In aiiotlfln* dispatch from 
the right hon. secretary, of the 28jh Sept, 
(p. 1204) he signifiesto lord Leveson Gow¬ 
er his inaje-,iy’s eiUire approbation of the 
answer returned by his excel lone v to gen. 
Budberg's Note on the subject ol the ope¬ 
rations at Copen hagini ; which answel^Jon- 
tained not tiie most ilistant allusion to Rus¬ 
sian interference, as being a motive to 
those operations. The dispatch then goes 
on, and for the first time, Russia is rn nti- 
oned by the right hon. secretary, as consti¬ 
tuting a great part of our danger. He say s, 
that certain enumerated circumstances 
formed such a body of evidence, not 
only of the designs of 3:ionapart(% but of 
the connivance, if not of the participation, 
of Russia, that his niajesty would have 
been wanting alike in what he owed to'liis 
own dignity and to the security of his do¬ 
minions, if lie had not taken the most ef¬ 
fectual stc|)s for breaking through the 
combination that vvjis collecting rouiul him; 
and it w'ould have been idle, under such 
circumstances, to have w ailed the conscry 
of Russia to measures calculated to,repel 
a danger of ^Yllicll Russia herself formed • 
Jio large a part.’* But jhere were no 
instructions to our ambassador to repre¬ 
sent to Russia herself tlie consequences 
of her own conduct, or tlm mischief 
which his majesty apprehended to his 
6wn dominions, from her submitting to 
the guidance of France. The dispatch 
proceeded to state, that his majesty is 
perfectly willing that the^ pacification 
with the court of Denmark, should be 
wholly the work of the emperor of Rus¬ 
sia.*^ The emperor of Russia, who, but 
two or three paragraphs before had been 
described as the chief instigator of the 
designs agai. 9 st Great Britain, and the 


great troubler of the repose of tlie North 
of Europe ! At this time* a change took 
place in the Russian admuiistt*atiou. Gen.* 
Budberg gave up the por-tfeuille of^the 
Foreign Affairs to count Soltykoffe. In 
the fust interview th^t dun ambassador 
had with count Soltykoff, be complained 
to him of not having received any coin- 
inuiiication af the secret articles of the 
Treaty of Tilsit, Then in a dispatch, 
dated St. Petersburg, Oct. 7 (p. 207.) lord 
Leveson Gower states, that be had com¬ 
municated to count Rouian/iow a eppy 
of the Capitulation of Co[)enfiagen, aic- 
companied by a short note (which note 
had not been laid on the table of the house.) 
In this dispatch the noble lord says, that 
he thought it necessary to let the Russian 
ministry clearly understand that his ma¬ 
jesty was not to be frightened out of the 
pursuit of Such measures as he might judge 
expedient for the security of his empire, 
by any indirect menace or intimutyn of 
the displeasure of the emperor of Russia.^* 
(All thisVhile not one word is said^^f the 
conduct of Russia, with respect to Den¬ 
mark). In reply, count Romanzow ob- 
sirved, “That neither he nor the Danish 
minister had received any accounts from 
Kiel since the capture of Copeuhagen; 
that tile emperor, therefore, being as yet, 
unacquainted with the sentiments or views 
of the l^^ince Royal of Denmark since that 
event, naturally w'aited for the com¬ 
munication of them, before his Imperial 
majesty could make up his owm opinion 
upon the question.** Count Romanzow 
then asked his Lordship, “ Whether it 
was tSe intention of his majesty's govern¬ 
ment to restore the ships to the Ling 
of Denmark, in the cash of peacc^ being 
concluded with France .^** To which Ion! 
Leveson Gow^er answenul, tlmt, “ the 
possession of the Danish fle^Th ad heenofi- 
tainiMl bv force,, and not by iK^^ociation.V 
In one of the dispatches from loriTtcvcson 
Gow^er, dated 2nd of Sej)t. our minister ex¬ 
presses satisfaction in finding that “ a con¬ 
siderable, change had tpken place in the 
tone and temper of general Budberg's 
cmiversation.** He had bexorne “ mild 
and conciliating,** he had expressed 
“ gre'ut anxiety to remove every^dilficully 
in the w ay of a perfectly good understand¬ 
ing between tl\p two countries ;*' and in a 
subsequent dispatch lord Leveson Gower 
declares his surprise to have received on 
the following Aorning a Note from gene¬ 
ral Budberg expressive of the cmperor*s 
astonishment at the information he had 
• ^2 . 
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received from Jiis minister at Copenhagen, 
of the propositious made by Mr. Ja<;k.sonf| 
to that courts'—propositions which he" 
terms as derogatory to, as incoinj)ati- 
ble with, the dignity of every indepen¬ 
dent power.^’ /r«e iaot was, that when 
lord Leveson (^ower had an interview 
with general Budberg, the emperor was 
at Gatscliina, where he had been for seve¬ 
ral days. On his return, the Russian mi¬ 
nister d^d certainly communicate to ofir 
ambassador a note not of a very friendly 
tenor. There vrere two or three other 
inosj^^materfal paragra[jhs in these dis¬ 
patches, which he should notice. The 
case which his majesty ministers wished 
to make out w as, that Russia had been all 
this while secretly instigating Denmark to 
join the confederacy against us ; mid yet 
, on the 4th of Nov. his majesty's minister 
at St. Petersburgh, after detailing'tbc diffi¬ 
culties w hich he had experienced* in 'ob- 
taining^an interview wdth count Roman- 
20 W', says that he had been informed 
that some members of the countfil, w ho 
had been consulted in the present very 
critical state of afliiirs, had advised the em¬ 
peror not to reject the present opportunity 
?)f re-establishing the tranquillity of the 
North of purupe, and that their opinion 
had Lcen,^ adopted So then, dow n to 
%ht 4th of Nov* the emperor of Russia en¬ 
tertained this favourable dis[)osifton to¬ 
wards England I In the next dispatch, in¬ 
closing the Russian Declaration, lord Caw- 
er observes, that general Savary and the 
other members of the French mission, 
boasted, that they had gained a com¬ 
plete triumph, and had carried not^/snly 
this a<?t of hostility against England, but 
lalso every other point essential to the suc¬ 
cess of Bonn part e^s views*’’ What! had 
they been jabodring from the conclusion 
of me Treaty e^Tiislt dow n to the ticgin- 
niug of Nov. befofiJ they .could su( ceed 
ill carryki^Tliese '^points so essentia) to 
tiic success of Bonaparte’s views,” and 
was that conduct of Russia to be assigned 
as a reason for our breaking in upojj a iieu- 
‘^tral nation and robbing her of her fleet ? 
In no period of the history of any country 
could a similar transaction be f(»und. But, 
suppose he were to concede iti argument 
^hat ^hiclf was completely contradicted 
the .^Jillpiatches on the table, that 
en active in forming a con- 
Shst G. Britain,, was there thq 
that DenmarK: would have 
(l^^ied to join it? And what means 
psia to compel her ? She could not 



march an army dowm the Baltic, and whnt 
fleet had she to oppose against the united 
fleets of England, Denmark and Sweden ? 
The power of protecting the neutrality of * 
Denmark was all on the side of Eng'- 
l^ind, not on France. Was it probable 
that Denmark would have sacrificed 
her East and West India possessions, 
her own Islands, and Norway, because . 
France might have threatened her with 
Uie loss of Jutland and Holstein ? He defied 
the right hon. secretary to shew on the 
table one syllable of eviden<‘e, that Den¬ 
mark entertained such an intention. He 
had shaped other Resolutions for the pur¬ 
pose of enquiring w hat had been the con-" 
duct of his majevsty’s( minw ith re¬ 
spect to Denmark b^VselT’; and wliether, 
having determined lo pursue a course hos¬ 
tile to Iicpmerests, they hivd pursued a 
course advantageous to ours. He had 
asked for the Instructions to Mr. Jac ksoii 
on this subject, wdiich were not refused ; 
but he had also asked for the correspon¬ 
dence •'between Mr. Jackson and the go- 
veVnment of Denmark, w Inch was denieil 
him. He had asked for these comrnuni- 
catjons, because be wished to know^ whe¬ 
ther tfiey had been of a nature calculated 
to prevent a continuance of hostility, or 
to procure a restoration of peace. He 
had been informed, that instead of making 
any proposal consistent w ith the honour 
and dignity of the Danish crow'n, no pro¬ 
posal had been made by the Briti.sh go- 
yernment, in which the continued pos¬ 
session of the Danish fleet did not form a 
part. Why be at the expence of sending 
special mihsions to Copenhagen, when it 
w'as determined to adhere to terms so 
odioup and so inadmissible on the part 
of Denmark ? He had been told that it 
w^s propesed to Denmark, that her fleet 
in wha^MJtver comlition it might be at the 
ttme, should be rcntoved to her ; not on 
the conclusion td' a Definitive Treaty of 
peace with France, hut H years after the 
conclusion of such a treaty ! A proposal 
that could haie been made only for the 
purpose of insulting the Danish oourt. 
How had his majesty’s ministers acted 
with rc'gtird lo Zealand ^ They stated the 
neccs.sity of anticipating the view\s of 
France as the justification of their conduct. 
They had attacked Denmark because 
France entertained three projects : the 
Isfe of shutting the Sound against Great 
Britain ; the second of excluding her ma¬ 
nufactures from the Continent; and the 
3rd, of taking possession of •the Danish 
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fleet. A-ow, unless his majesty^s minis¬ 
ters had reduced the power of Denmark 
so low, that she was not able to assist 
1 ranee, they had secured to France the 
attainment of two of her objects; for cer¬ 
tainly after our entering Zealand, Den-* 
mark would shut the Sound, and exclude 
our manufactures from that part of the 
continent. Dy what ministers had done, 
they had provoked hostility without do-, 
jiriving of tlie power of revenge. If our 
army liad been able to beat the Danes, as 
asserted the ether evening by a noble 
lord, might we not have kept Zealand ? 
\Vith the assistance* of Sweden and of 
rjiir own reinforcements, whit chance 
%vould France and l^nnark, united, have 
had, to get l)ack*this ii^ortant possession? 
To abandon it was the heTghl of weakness. 
Ilut even if wj 2 had not kept Zealand, 
could wc not have disniantled the ar¬ 
senal and destroyed the docks ? could we 
not have blown up the Crown Batteries 
Olid Cronenberg Castle, and secure to our¬ 
selves the quiet passage of the JSouml; 
^Vhy so shabby in our iiuc|uiiies r When 
ive imitated the atrocities of th<^ ruler of 
France, why not imitate the grandeur and 
inagiiilude of his designs ? Would Bona¬ 
parte, under similar circumstances, have 
gtviMi up Zealand ? Tite conduct of ininis- 
t<*rs siiourd iiovv weak it was to do ill by 
lialves. It' it was necessary to attack Den¬ 
mark at all, ihmi it was their duty to 
lender her as inenicient as possible. The 
Mine motives that justified the one woyld 
justify tlic other, lie presumed it was 
not want of will in the right lion, gentle¬ 
men opposite, but want of knowledge, 
lie trusted at least that they would not 
talk of scruples, ar morality, or law; 
those according to the modern tenets, 
were considerations fit only for fools uni 
plnlosopluM's, not for statesmen. Would 
they venture to contend, that it was no dis¬ 
advantage to G. Britain to have the Sound 
Kfiiit against her commerce, to have Zea¬ 
land created, what it certainly wyiuld be, a 
f'trong depository of force against her 
arms ? Having begun the workofdelstruc- 
tlon, they neglected their duty by not 
1 onipleting it. Li t them not say that he 
giJve connsed so atrocious,, so monstrous, 
tliat their delicacy and sensitiility would 
m>t allow' them to accept it They had 
allected to look with great anxiety to the 
next spring, and had congratulated them¬ 
selves tha^ by the, seizure of the Danish 
fleet, that anxiety was relieved. But what 
would they do in all succeeding springs ? 


Were they disponed to put Ireland in a 
itate of greater contentment than that in 
which she was at present F If not, why 
leave Denmark so much power ? Having 
alienated Denmark from England, France 
would construct in Cope^nhagen fleets 
nnicli faster, better and che*aper, than in 
any other port of Europe. His majesty^s 
minist^^rs had expressed great solicitude 
for^Sw'eden. A subsidiary treaty wdth 
SwTden was soon to be laid on the table 
of the house. France had long been the 
enemy of Sweden ; Russia probably*had 
become so. Denmark was rendered Ihe 
ally of France, and thus by refraining 
from di>mantling Zealand, Sweden w^as 
exposed to the grt atest danger. All these* 
considerations pressed with the greatest 
urgency for the fullest information on the 
subject. There did not appear to him ilie * 
.sligli4‘st justification of the conduct 
of ministers with regard to Denmark. 

If they could justify themselves fc|* the 
acts tliat^ they had committed, then they 
could not justify themselves for th*e acts 
that they had not committed. In com- 
mi ncing the w ar, in carrying on the war, 
in the mode of seeking for peace, in all, 
he thought them completely wrong, and 
on all, he demanded the fullest informa¬ 
tion. Above all, ho trusted that he should 
never hejjfi- such transaclions as the Expe¬ 
dition k) Cojienliagen justified, on the 
ground that statesmen and nattfms w^ere 
absolved from an observance of the laws 
> of morality. Gn what jirinciple were they 
so absolved ? Did not the same Divine 
Province which watched the conduct of 
indivmlials, watch also that of Stages ? 
Look,'^ said the right h^n. gent, at your 
conduct with respect to Americ^.. "When 
you departed from the rulos»of justice and 
moral it V, you lost Americ^ Ffance ig- 
teiTcren, and she had ^lo right to inter¬ 
fere. She Interfered mot for ^h4»spurpose 
of emancipating America, but of w'eak- 
ening England, and thereby strengthen¬ 
ing and aggrandizing hei'self. But the 
governmvfnt which thifi interfered, has 
been punished for it. The principles 
which the French armies learnt in that 
country, became the seeds of that Revolu¬ 
tion which overwhelmed the government, 
scattered the royal family which sent them 
across the Atlantic, and compelled them 
to seek an asylum in this country. Were 
there no other fiances ? He would beg 
these philosophers of the modern schom 
to study in the book he should open to 
Let them look at the partition of 
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Poland: there they would read that Prus- 
Bia, the .prime agent in that detestable^ 
confederacy to'destray not oijly the power, 
but the very name of an independent state, 

" had been deprived of her share of the 
* robbery, and 'reduced to the most abject 
and deplorable state. There they would 
see Austria and Russia scrambling for 
their part of the spoil, and crouching at 
the feet of Buonaparte. Who could sijy, 
that the justice of Providence was not 
evident in all this ? The chief object of 
the Rcsolusjoiis be had to propose was, if 
possible, to obtain such information as 
must satisfy him that ministers were justi¬ 
fiable in what they had done. He was 
anxious the character of the country should 
atand as fair as it always had done, and 
that it should not be made a reproach to 
‘ ns, that at the very time we Were most ve¬ 
hement in condemning the atrocity of 
France, we went far beymid it. The right 
bon. gfmt. concluded with moving his first 
Resolution: viz. That an humble address 
be prejfented to his majesty, pray mg that 
he would be graciously pleased to give di¬ 
rections that there be laid before the house, 
the substance and dates of all information 
transmitted by his majesty’s minisicr at the 
court of Copenhagen, during the last year, 
respecting the ISaval Force of Denmark; 
ana particularly respecting any |iieasures 
taken for augmenting tlie same, or putting 
it in a stale of better preparation, or for 
collecting seamen for the purpose of man¬ 
ning the same, or any part thereof.^’ 

Mr, Secretary Cannw^ then rose. He 
commenced his reply by observing, fhat 
the nioment w^as at length arrived, 
the gentlemen oppcy;itc, so peculiarly qua¬ 
lified by^tbeir own splendid achievements, 
to enquire iniOb the conduct of their suc- 
ce^ors, h*d, by a wwthy selection of the 
right hon. gemKvl^ had just sat^ow n, 
put his ip,aj«jty’s muristcry on I heir trial 
for that, which, until questioned by them, 
had been considered as the salvation of 
the country. In the greatness of his apfire- 
hension, lost all moral impressiont should 
be efiUced from the minds of the house, the 
right hon. gent, had taken a course which 
afforded a brilliant example of a morality, 
not only o»t of the ordinary track, but more 
severe even than that !^man morality, 
ivhich he knew had its admirers on the 
opposite bench. His majesty's ministers 
to account—n<g; for disaster 
«W#5grace. They had been called to 
■J pjy yy on an accusation of success, to ex- 
elements, and justify the motivp^ 


— Mr». Pmsmh^s Mciim reUtvoe to [263 

of an eminent service succe.ssfully per¬ 
formed. Whatever might be the decision 
of the house, he, for one, should always 
feel the highest satisfaction in having been 
so accused. It w'as also a source ot pecu¬ 
liar gratification, that no imputation could 
rest on tko.se gentlemen by wdiom this 
motion was brought forward, of being ac¬ 
tuated by party feelings, as had some¬ 
times happened, when the succcs^fjr.s of 
an administration had been left in pos- 
ses.sion of a glory, which they had dilapi¬ 
dated. He was not aware that any envi¬ 
ous feelings oi comparison could have in¬ 
stigated the present motion; when no¬ 
thing had been done by one set of men, it 
wa.s impos.sil)le to c^un nare their actions 
w'ilh what had bcA-li mSie by another. 
There was another feature in this transac¬ 
tion hojv:)ural)le to the eh'«jvacier ol the 
boufe ; they were not then debating how 
to ward off impending danger, hut, in 
eomparative security, W'ere discussing by 
what mode that security could he conti¬ 
nued.* Act'ording to the sentiments of 
the gentlemen 0 |>posite, the restoraiion of 
the Danish fleet would be the best mode 
of continuing that security; lor, certainly, 
if it wore decided, that the taking of 
them was unjust, the justice of retaining 
theiu could not possibly be asserted. 'I he 
house would not blame the spoilers and 
yet keep the spoil. Though he could not 
agree w ith the right hon. gent, in his con¬ 
clusion, he agreed with him in his |)rc- 
<nises, that if injustice had been done, it 
should be not only marked but repaiied. 
The right lioh. gent, had fairly stated, 
that the disposition of Denmark and Russia, 
and the means of France, constituted the 
que.stion before the lumsc. He had ad¬ 
mitted the designs of France without any 
oUier evidence than that contained in his 
majest^*’s speei h. Wiih respect to the 
disposition of Denmark, he heggod the 
right hon. gent.^to recollect, at the outset,' 
that it was not maintained by his majesty's 
ministers, tjial wdlfuily, knowingly, and of 
choice, Denmark had been desirous of 
war with G. Britain rather than of ])eace. 
This had neither been maintained, nor w as 
it necessary to be so. A right hon. friend 
of his, on the ojiposite side of the* house 
(Mr. Sheridahj, had said, on a late 
evening, that a case of weakness on the 
part of Denmark, and of a determination 
fco* avail herself of that weakness, on the 
palrt of France, would ajone be a justifi¬ 
cation of the conduct of the British go¬ 
vernment, Though he did nnt impute to 
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Denmark a disposition to go to war with 
this country, he protested against the ad¬ 
vantage which w as taken of this admission, 
when it was asserted, that we had had the 
hearts of the Danes, and that we had for- 
teited them. He did not like talking o( 
national dislikes, but such :d\ observation 
evinced a most complete blindness to the 
iact,whicli was, that from the moment of 
the Armed Neulrarity, in 1780, there had 
becii a b‘eling towards this country on the* 
part ofDenmaik, not of direct hosiility, 
but certainly n<»t of very cordial friend¬ 
ship. Kvery body knew what had been 
the conduct of Denmark at the end of 
two former w ars, lii inciting the Armed 
Neutrality of 1780, jwumark had been an 
active agent; ana iJt/tJie end of 1800, but 
a few nionlhs alter Deilmark had declared 
her abandonment of the princijjles on 
which the arhied neutrality was formed, 
slie again enterc*d into a league confeder¬ 
ated against G. Britain. Did this testify 
the gooil intentions of Denmark ? Or, on 
the otluir hand, did it testify her ine^ns of 
j esisting the influence of superior powxM’s'? 
Let whichever jiart of the alternative the 
houate. chose be adopted, he would not 
hesitate to say, that any government would 
be lost to a due sense of the interests of 
the country, if, with a recollection of 
tbrmer occurrence.^ they had not looked 
with vigilance and suspicion to see how 
Denmaik w'ould conduct herselfat a period 
of so niiich greater danger to G. Britain. 
Was it not j.)robable, that a league of much, 
more force, and knit with mucli greMer 
vigour than any preceding one, would be 
formed against this country ? Was it not 
probable, from the experience of the past, 
tliat Denmark would be induced by incli¬ 
nation, or compelled, by force to join that 
league ? The favourite project of Bona¬ 
parte, since he had desisted from his ^threat 
of immediate invasion, was to destoy oui« 
■commerce, and to collci;^. a naval force 
which should run down the navy of G. Bri¬ 
tain. Not a treaty did he conclude in 
which the exclusion of British* merchan¬ 
dise and .shipping did not form a leading 
•article. In terms too plain to be mis¬ 
taken, he had avowuid his intention to 
bring Qvery powder of the Continent to bear 
Upon G. Britain. Was thefre any thing in 
the situation of Denmark which remlered 
it probable, tliat she was out of his 
view in this avowal ? To all these pr«-. 
■uuiptioiis the right hon. gent, had 
thought * it sufficient to answer, that 
lieutuark h|d prepared against mj 


attempt on the part of France, to control 
her cwiduct, by stationing a military force 
inllofstein. What was theJbistory of that 
force } The greatest danger to wdiich pen- 
mark was exposed from France, w as in 
1803, when France • occupied Hanover 
with a large force. Then not a man was 
in Holstein beyond the peace garrison. 
Ill this stat^ the boasted cordon of Hol¬ 
stein remained till the period that France 
seamed disposed to molest Denmark 
No—till the army of England and Swe¬ 
den were in force in Hanover ; then^ and 
not till then, the Danes increased their 
military power in Holstein. He must be 
an ingenious arguer wbo could deduce 
from this circumstance that England had 
been the object of the sympathy of Den¬ 
mark, and France of her apprehension. 
After the battle of Jeua, the territory of 
Denmark*had been violated by a French 
dctadlurrent in pursuit of a Prussian corps, 
and a slight skirmish took place with the 
Danish troops, in which a Danish general 
was takfcn, and conveyed to the* head- 
cjuarters of the French general, where, in 
place of being treated with the distinction 
to be expected from an officer of a 
fi iendly power, he met with no very flat¬ 
tering reception ; and was sent back, after 
liis horse had been stolen, and his pock¬ 
ets picked, under every s{)eries of injury 
which licentious soldiery could Inflict. 
This had been done wdiilst the Danish 
army collected to cover the neutrality of 
Holstein was stationed in the neighs 
bourhood. Was this event followed 
bj^ie advance of that army? No such 
thimS^ the insult was immediately suc- 
< tuled by the retreat of the Danish army; 
and this circumstance^iroduccd a remon¬ 
strance, on tlie part of the BritiSlT govern¬ 
ment, against the conduct of tjie Danish 
govermnent, in ncglectingiijS vindicate*iu 
neutrality. The iiigi^n of ^thi^ ircum- 
stance led him to contradict ^TShsrepre- 
sentation which had been charged against 
the British government, namely, that the 
Danish |rmy had boey stationed in Hol¬ 
stein at its desire, in order that its desi^ 
against Copenhagen might be more easily 
accomplished. This statement w^as ,sq 
wholly unfounded, that it was not till 
the retreat of the Danish army, before n 
handful ol’ Frejich troops, that the British 
gox^emment had made a representation^ 
complaining, that that was not the way for 
Denmark to Aforce its neutrality. The 
qonduct of France to Sweden.was very 
diflferenb . When the French division,. 
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commanded by general Murat, entered j France; there was no choice, no dtscm- 
I«ubeck^ 2000 Swedish troops vver^mad® sion, no reasoning upon the subject llie 
prisoners, aftea* the storming of the town, magistrates of Hamburgh had renionstra- 
and^the general who commanded them ted against the Decree of the 21 st of Nov. 
was^iot only treated with every distinc- and sent a deputation to wait upon Ihin- 
tion due to bis* rank and character, but ^laparte with it. In the conference which 
sent back with a message to the king of the depnities had with Buoiia}iartc, they 
Sweden from the French general, the refnvsenled to him tlie ruin of coinmorco 
brother in law of Buonaparte, .inviting him that w'ould be the consequence oi jnirsu- 
to make common cause wnth France, inti- ,ing his vvild plan of restrictions, to ^vlllch 


mating that it would be for his advantige 
to do so, and hinting that it was uimatural 
for penmark to possess Norway, which 
ouglit to be^annexed to Sweden. This had 
been the conduct of France towards Swe¬ 
den, at a period contemporary with the 
assertion of the Danish neutrality ; ami 
when afteiwards a negotiation was en¬ 
tered into at Hamburgh, for the release of 
the Swedish prisoners, the same commu¬ 
nication was made to the Swedish charge 
d’afikires there. What was the cttndiict of 
the king of Sweden upon this occasion ? 
He scut iminediatfcly to acquaint the 
Crown* Prince with the offer that had 
been made to him, and proffered the as¬ 
sistance of 20,000 Swedish troops for the 
defence of Denmark, an assistance which 
tile British government also had strongly 
recommended to the acceptance of the 
government of Denmark. This oiler, thus 
recommended on our part, had been re¬ 
jected by the Danish govcrnmenF,^whlch, 
in communicating the terms of the olh r, 
concealed entlrdv the proposal of France 
respecting Nprway. Could the right hon. 
gent, then contend, that after such conduct, 
wc had a right to rely on the frank m'ld 
full declaration of Denmark ? Slioil^iy af¬ 
ter, fiamburgh was evacuated by tK* 
French, but re-ocefipied on the I Pth Nov. 
only two'^days before the famous Decree 
t>f thie 2Is4Nov. This Decree 'was com- 
mdhicated to till ^nish govcmmeiit, and 
no remoiistr^ice wSfc^ade-against it, yet, 
when mitigated measure of retalia¬ 

tion was afterwards resorted to by the 
British government, then the rage of the 
Danish governmeQt was excite^^ and a 
determination to resist its execution de¬ 
clared. It was due, however, in justice 
to jhe noble lord who preceded him in 
office, (lord Howick) to state, that this 
determination had been manfully met; 
which to its abandoniuent. He did 

to insist on this as conclusive, 
k amounted to a strong presump- 
HK 4hat, whether from predilection or 
^wisity, the Danish government had*n(> I 
Bytr of election between England algd^j 


his answer was, “ Unit he wcjuM anmhi 
late all commerce ; for, as coniinorc(‘ and 
Imgland were identified, and he was de¬ 
termined that England shenld fall, it whs 
necessary timt coiuinerce should fall also.^^ 
Ihit, he did not tht-re; he addef!, 

that he would niic others co-ojK‘r:ite 
with him,'' and tly^ir’act'verting to tliH 
mighty neutral, 'ifiis powerful indi pen- 
doiit state, he said, let thiU little Prince 
take care, or I shall teach him how to act.'’ 
This was not a private communication, 
but a statement in ‘a conlerencc whicli 
had since been published. What as it 
that Buonaparte was to teach the Prowii 
Prince of Denmark, to wliom he directed 
such an insulting observation as no one 
individual could address to another with¬ 
out ofleiire, except the manner of making 
his means siibservidit to the ^ie^^s of tlie 
Frencdi goveriinient ? When the French 
shut the Elbe and the Weser, tlie Danish 
government consented to tlu^ iiicasure 
without a murmur, but remonstrated 
strongly against our blockade of those 
jrivers, though the remonstrance was af- 
terv^ards given up, wdien it was found that 
it would be injurioui to their own com¬ 
merce to press their objections to the mea¬ 
sure. That it was not the determination 
of the Danish government to defend Hol¬ 
stein against the French, appeared evi¬ 
dent from a variety of opinions, whicli lie 
found ^recorded in his office. Tlie right 
hon. gent, iiad called for (’opios of (’or- 
re.spondenco to idiew what was the imme¬ 
diate intention of Denmark, but he must 
contend, that the concurrent opinions of 
several mijiisters at diflerent times, and 
under similar circumstances, were more 
to be depended upon as a ground of de¬ 
cision, than the opinion of any individual, 
however qualified he might be to form a 
correct judgmt*ht.—The right hon. secre¬ 
tary here read extracts from several dis¬ 
patches from Mr. (iarlicke, dated Copen¬ 
hagen, Dec. 1806 , stating, that, after the 
French Decree of the 21s^ Nov. had been 
communicated to the Danish government, 
a demand was made that the Panish army 
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uhould be withdrawn fwm IMstcin, that ^ thai] the conquest of Alexandria tbato^ 
na English or Swedish troops should be “ 


allowed to enter tiie Danish territory, nor 
any measures taken demonstrative of dis¬ 
trust of France: that on receipt of thys 
intolliL>wr)ce at Kiel, relays of hordes had 
been provided, not for the advance, ])ut to 
secure the retreat‘Of the Citnvn Prince, 
lie also read from a subsequent dispattdi, 
dated 28th Dec. 1800, lhat jio jn ejuiiMtious 
for defence had been made, nor any in¬ 
clination sliew'n to ros<u’t to the aid of the 
natural allies of Denmark; that several 
persons employed in the oOiccs of state, 
tlu^ugh not in th« highest department, 
acted in collusion with France, and were 
attadied to the 11«*ench interests; that 
these persons would c considerable in- 
iluenee on the opinions respecting the de- 
feiue of the country ; and that viewing the 
indolence of some, and the activity of 
others, at the Danlsli court, he (Mr. Gar- 
licke) I bought it his duty to state the 
truth, that there was reason to conclude, 
that when France was in an attitude to In- 
force her demand, she would insist upon 
the exclusion of British vessels from the 
porks of Demnark, and probably after¬ 
wards upon the surrender of the Dock 
Yards of Cop(‘nhagen ; and that it was 
i herefore (lie more nc( essai y for the British 
government to use every means of vigi¬ 
lance and precatilion, to defeat th<; designs 
^)f the enemy in that (juarter. These had 
been the opinituis ot‘ lhar ministt r upop 
the policy and temper of the Danish go¬ 
vernment, and yet that was the power 
upon whose deteriulnation they wt^re re- 
tpiired implicitv to rely. It w^ould not be 
just for him instating these facts, to wdth- 
bold his tribute of applause from those 
wlio had jjreceded him in the office he l^ad 
no>v the honour to till, and who lyid met 
with lirmness tlui remonstrances and de¬ 
monstrations of the Danish government 
'fhe noble lord who immediately preceded 
him had instructed Mr. Garlieke to declare 
to the Danish government, dial his ma jesty 
c?ould never, in the event of that power 
' submitting to the controul of France, suHcr 
either the whole or a part of its navy to 
be placed at the disposal of France. [Loud 
cries of hear ! hear ! ] The hon. gentle¬ 
men opposite might continue their accla¬ 
mations, but the opinion was entitled to 
respect. Perhaps, however, the ned^ie 
lord had not considered the means ade¬ 
quate to the end, and did not look upon 
tiie of Holstein as more likely to 

secure the possession of the Danish fleet 
Vor. X. . 


the Turks. But the instructions of the 
noble lord went on to say, that jf the 
Danes should suflef the French to occupy 
Holstein, his majest.y Could not abstain 
from those measures which would be ne- 
ccNsaiy to maintain the honour of his 
crown and.assert the interest of his sub¬ 
jects. [Loud cries of hear, hear! from 
the op[)usltion.] 1 Ic presumed, from their 
acohimutlon, that the gentlemen opposite 
inferred, that these measures shoujd not 
be resort,( d to until the DanislTnavy should 
be actually taken, or until the agreement 
should be entered into hu- its vnri i iuler, or 
until a communication of such tigveeinent 
should be made by a govcrnineiit, winch 
bad entered into a convention with this 
country in August, and in the Deei. inh( r* 
following had violated that convention. The 
w’hdle Conduct of that court shewed, that, 
either from necessity or iuclinaiiuii, it 
w^ould have taken a jiart agairist this 
country, and it w'as no weak presumption 
of such an event, that all the oflcrs of 
France liad been kejit back from this 
country, wdiilst they were amusing us with 
the assurance, that they placed an impli¬ 
cit reliance upon the Declarations of 
France. He bad been liitherto spe aking 
of the state ot Denmark in Dcia 1807, 
and 1808, w’l:eu Buonaparte w^as em¬ 
ployed at a distiinci^ in Pol md against 
arniics, certainly not equal to his own, but 
which ke[»t him at bay, and by a small 
■^ssistunco might have been rendered equal 
r^iis armies. By wdiut means could 
DeSliark defend herself against the 
French, wdien Buoniyiarte should return 
with his whole force triumjdiaul Iroin 
Poland, after she had ret^useir the assist¬ 
ance that had been ofiered tw hcr?^ Of * 
all pejsons he did link that his 

majesty^s mlnustegi^hould ^,^accused of 
injustice by the captors of Alexandria; 
of mismanagement by the attackers of the 
Dardanelles; as inglorious by the cou- 
queror;|ofConstantin<i|3le ?—But though he 
should admit that tiie demand of the Danish 
navy was a strong measure, yet there waj 
some extenuation in that case, which did 
not apply to the demand of |he Turkish 
fbet. He did not mean to ar^ue here 
ti% differemvj of the necessity in either 
instance. There w^as this circumstance 
wtiich bore upon the case of the DanMi 
nary, that tRe Danish government,^ coh- 
te^plcling tlui dangers thatWep© gather¬ 
ing round it, had entertained thfe project 
of reducing its navy by sale, anjl ha had it 
• T 
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upon authority to state, that the Russian 
ininister*had actually entered into a treaty* 
for the purchase ot’ part of the Danish 
navy.—As to the influence of national 
pride, t^hcreforc^ it c.oulcl not be very ac¬ 
tive, for h(i ccJ^ld not conceive any situa¬ 
tion that this country could be placed in, 
in which she could entertain a proposal 
for the disposal, by sale, of'any part of 
the British navy. This would not cer¬ 
tainly "justify the demand of the Danish 
fleet, but it certainly did strip the right 
hon.‘gent.’> speech of part of its gorgeous 
eloquence. The experience of the past 
had enabled Ills majesty's ministers to 
judge of the conduct that would be pur¬ 
sued by Denmark. Had she not received 
intimation of the dangers that impended 
over her ? Had not the Bulletin published 
by Buonaparte after the battle pf Fried- 
laud given her notice of her approaching 
fate, when it stated, that the blookinie 
of thef British islands would then cease to 
be a vain word.'' AVhat ports b/Jt those 
of Denmark could this prospective threat 
apply to, for w hat others were neutral ? 
I'he confprences too,* at Tilsit, and the 
immediate execution of some of the ar¬ 
rangements entered into there, by the 
restoration of the dukes of Mecklenburg 
and Oldenburg, for whom the emperor of 
Russia had particularly intercst4d him¬ 
self, on the condition of shutting their 
ports agamst l»reat Britain, shewed the 
designs of Buonaparte, and pointed to 
Denmark as the next state that w’^ould be 
called upon to submit to his laws of block¬ 
ade.—To Denmark alone this intim^Von 
of the» Bulletin referred, and accoroingly 
she was found shrinking into her shell as 
France approached, and neglecting to 
make any addition to her means of de¬ 
fence. Slie h^^^clared the Fren(^ De¬ 
cree of the whilst she 

rcinonstca^CtKstrongjy^gaihst the British 
mild retaliation in the Order of the 7th of 
Jan. as unjust; and yet this was the power 
which they were told was capable of de¬ 
fending itself agaiflst France! pro¬ 
position was not maintainable, and if his 
majesty's ministers had not acted upon 
the* impressions they received from the 
experience* of the past, and their know¬ 
ledge of the state and sentiments of me 
^ court of Denmark, they wcfhld not hfve 
mone duty. If they had not taken 
pdiptlilfcry Iteps which were eow censured, 
of the right hon. gent, 

^1 dead, compared with the thim- 
would have then rolled over thkf 


heads. But these were distant warnings. 
Had not Denmark more immediate intima¬ 
tion of its danger ? General Bernadottc, 
on coining to take the command at Ham¬ 
burgh, directed the assembled burghers to 
prepare quarters for 15,000 men, which 
he represented as only the advanced guard 
of a much greater force, that w as to be 
employed on an expedition which would 
Mot require him to be long absent from 
Hamburgh. Whither could this expedi¬ 
tion be directed but against Holstein? 
Bernadottc bad also been charged with a 
mission to the Crown Prince at Kiel; 
and, though he shcmld state as a fact, 
a thing w hich he die#not know upon otli- 
cial authority, that o|frcer,.he was assured, 
had had an intervieifwith the Crown Princ® 
at Kiel, on the night of the 21st of July. 
He believed the fact, though he could not 
state it positively, and he knew also, that 
it was believed at Kiel, in Holstein, at 
Uamburgli, and at St. Petersburgh, at the 
time.« Bernadottc, too, had made no se- 
CKel of the object of his mission, being to 
procure the exclusion of the English from 
the ports of Denmark. Was this a state 
of things, ill wdiich his majesty's ministers 
were to go on confiding in the sincerity 
and means of the Danish government, 
till they should he called on fur assist¬ 
ance ?" He wished to know', w'hy they 
should have waited for the Declaration of 
Denmark, when fully apprised of the dis¬ 
position of France towards that power, of 
xhe •inability of Russia to controul that 
disposition, and of the want of means, or 
f)f inclination, on the part of Denmark, 
to resist the force of France ? But the 
right hon. gentleman ^had argued that 
though there had been enough in the cir¬ 
cumstances and conduct of Denmark to 
excite suspicion, or call for measures of 
precaiftion, yet there was not sufficient to 
justify the lengt^ to which the measures of 
his majesty's government had been carried. 
For himself, he did not know what other 
measures cMuld have been resorted to; 

! and he would defy the ingenuity of the 
gentlemen opposite, to shew what others 
could have been adopted, that would have 
insured the accomplishment of the object. 
It was not necessary for, him, in this ia- 
stance, to say that the whole of the force 
employed on this occasion, had not been 
provided for this expedition originally. A 
very large part of it had been employed 
to assist the king of Sweden, the vemata^ 
der had been provided on principles of 
precaution» and, as the influ of intelU* 
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gence demonstrated the critical nature of this very day, a sufficient proof of what 
the emergency> or, as the views of France 'would have made him coj^sider Denmark 
developed themselves, it became the more as in a slate of hostility with France, 
necessary to employ the whole upon this When the Austrian minister, Starhenfberg, 
important service.—^As to the demand of was recalled, ho wa& pa¥tioularIy ordered 
the fleet, he was at issue with the righ't to leave London by the 20th, as parlia- 
hon. gent. ; but as he meant to object to ment were to meet on the 21st: and a 
the production of the Papers he called for, Monitour which had arrived this very 
he thought it right to state, that the pro- day,*had given an exposition of Buona- 
position intended to have been made ift pjirte’s sentime nts with respect to neutrals, 
the first instance to the court of Denmark, In the justification of the conduct of France 
was to surrender its fleet in deposit, to be towards Portugal, one of Buonaparte’s 
returned on the conclusion of peace. This ministers says in his olficial^eport*^^'If 
))rojiosition had not been submitted to the any sovereign in Europt should allow his 
Danish govcrrnnent| because the gentle- territory to be A'iolaled by the English, 
man who was the bearer of it, on his urri- the act would clearly place that sovereign 
val at Kiel, felt ccjofident that he should in hostility with your majesty, and, there- 
see the Prince on the»ibllowing morning, fore, if the Portuguese have suflercd their 
but found in the morning that the Prince vessels to be violated by the cruizers of ^ 
had set out fbr Copenhagen; oh follow- that power, they, too, were in hostility ’ 
ing the Prince to Copenhagen he found with yj^ur majesty.” Now, those who 
he had returned to Kiel. The Danish mi- thought so much of the wounded pride of 
Ulster whom he met at Copenhagen, had Denmark, should consider, that Ujkn this 
orders not to treat upon the terms be \vas principje, the search of the smallest 
authorized to propose : the minister 'at vessel, in crossing the Belt, would be 
Kiel could not treat till the return of a sufficient to place Denmark in a state of 
courier from Copenhagen; the minister war with France. With a French army 
at Copenhagen could not open a negoci- on the frontiers of Holstcnn, and no Eng- 
atiou till the return of a messenger from lish fleet or force ofl‘Copenhagen, it would 
Kiel. Under these circumstances, it was be an idle waste of words, a mere mockery 
impossible to enter into any negociation of negociation, to enter into any discus- 
that could hold out any prospect of a sions. tAIumanity as well as policy rc- 
speedy or .satisfactory result, and thus it quirct?a force large enough for the ultimate 
was that the original proposition had accomplishment of the object under any 
never been submitted to the Danish go- circumstances. No man could blame his 
vernment. A sufficient force had tiecn^ majesty’s ministers for having made the 
sent to justify the court of Denmark to much larger than was necessary for 

France in conceding to our demand, or, if euSli^ object, in order to invite the 
it did not concede, to accomplish the ob- surrSidcr of the fleet which w^s re¬ 
ject for which it had been dispatched.—As quired ; but, when no proposition would 
to the violated dignity of the Danish na- be listened to, it was satisfcMrtory that 
tion, the very display of our force before the means employed were sulficient for 
Copenhagen might be considered a viola- the complishment ooject with 

tion of that dignity. If one of our iruizej^^ the least possible iyir^he right hon. 

• had searched a single Dapish ship,or stop- gent, had saTfi thartne case cvald only be 
ped a corporal’s guard going to Zealand, justified by necessity, but he was sure the 
this might also be called an attack upon right hon. gent, must carry his principle 
that nation; and upon this •subject he further, and, admit that the measure ought 
should quote a great authority upon the not to lie carried beydnd the necessity of 

• law of nations, which he held m bis hand, the case. He w’a.s theixifore surprised to 

That great modern expositor of the law of hear the right hon. gent, say, at the con- 
nations, whom tfie right hon. gent, in the ^lusion of his speech, that the measure 
religious part of his speech, iseemed to con- \ght to have been pushed tef extremity, 
sider as a special instrument in the hands B\ other premises he might arrive at that 
of .providence, Buonaparte, who, in his co|clusk)n, bdt certainly not froni those he 
tender concern for the interests of this had that night stated, nght 

country, always took care to give an ex- gc|it. had said, that the ^msh go^rn* 
positiofi of his Sentiments at a time when rafct could defend the islanck agamst 
Jt would bear on a parliamentary debate, Fimce, though France should be m pos- 
Iiad giycD, *iii a Moniteur wbicn arrived * sfssion of Holstein* But, if ilie Danish ^ 
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navy was not prepared against England, 
neither ci^uld it be prqjarcd againstFrftnce. 
However, the fact n as, and it was notorious, 
that irfier Zealand had suirendered, many 
Danidi troops hgd sviccccded in getting 
into that island,, notwithstanding the judi¬ 
cious di'-tiibution of the British naval force 
in the Bells, bj’^ the very able oflicer \vh6 
coiiiinanded in that quarter. t)n the au¬ 
thority of lus predecessor he could slaW^, 
that the pressure in Holstein was coiisider- 
cd as likely to lead to the surrender of Zea¬ 
land.''The right hon. p*nt. had askcd,why 
they had not put their questions directly 
to Russia, respecting her conduct ? he 
would answer, that they had flattered them¬ 
selves, that by pursuing a course rather 
conciliatory, they might bring back Rus¬ 
sia to the line of her true policy, and 
'therefore they abstained from spiy con¬ 
duct that might drive her irrecoyciably 
into the arms of France. But the right 
hon. g^nt. asked why, if Russia were a 
party against us, we ought not U) hav(‘ 
selected Russia for our attack ? To this 
qu<*stioii which had been so often put, the 
aiHwer w'^as so obvious, that he was sur¬ 
prised to hear it repeated. If they had 
bad certain information of the hostile iri- 
teiitioiis of Russia^ and the object which 
they had in view, w^erc not attainable by 
any other means, he agreed thaliRussia 
should have been att acked. It had* been 
shewn, that tlic object sought from Den¬ 
mark, could not have been obtained w ith¬ 
out a jirornpt and peremptory force, and 
that that object was of the highest moment 
to the security of this country. Anj^- 
tack iJ,)on Cronstadt might have neon 
pmductive of gloiy4 hut would not have 
clirninislied^Uic iriaritinic means that could 
ernjiloyed agwinsl us, and which con¬ 
stituted our'da^er. Would it then^ave 
lieen wise, oc/q>b1fK^, or safe, Wi have 
jia.sscd th^ imirbour ofctqDerilVagcn, which 
contained 20 sail of the lino, that w^ould 
instantly become the instruments of the 
enemy's vengeance against us, in order to 
execdic a barren bfavaclo against^ Cron- 
where we could obtain but three or 
four rotten hulks. It was true, he admit¬ 
ted, Hhat Ripsian ships of the line had pass 
ed th|:pr^<^our fleets, and we had t 

attacking tliem; but, aware jjbf 
lihie circumstances by whichthe empej 
had been i^ndered the friend of Franc 
4iiSp^g humiliations «<> which 
eji' kibjected at the conferences 
i hoping that his magnaniim 
might still be driven to resisti 



and aggression, his majesty’s ministers had 
•j still cherished the hope that the emperor 
Alexander would retrace his steps, not tor 
the purpose of a rencw'al of w^ar wdth 
France, God forbid ! but in order to con- 
sblt the true interests ol his empire. In 
the present cii cuiiistaiu'os of the world, a 
War with France would be hopeless ; but 
it was not hopeless that the spirit and dis- 
l^isition of Ids jicople might bring linn 
back to better councils. 'Hicy had strong 
grounds to knoAV that the intentions of 
Russia were hostile, but, in the most inau- 
spii.ious inouieul, they were notwdthout 
exper tat ions of altcniig them. The right 
lion. geut. had contended that thi.s pros¬ 
pect wa.s not impnjvcxJ by calling upon 
Russia to sanction.tho bu‘;incss of Copen¬ 
hagen ; but it was somew hat strange, that 
such an opinion shouhl be euti'rtained, by 
those who held that it was ofno consequence 
wliethcr a mediator Avas friendly or not. 
Tie could assure the right lion. gent, iluit 
the note oi’ baron Bud berg, whicii he im¬ 
plied to some French intelligence respect¬ 
ing the tranac tious at Copciihageii, wa« 
not produced by any such cause. 'Hie 
business at Caipeiiliagen had been known 
al Sr. Petersburgh on the 22d July, a week 
before that note w^ls wu itten ; and if gen¬ 
tlemen reflected, that general Savary dic¬ 
tate.! to the em[)oror of Russia in his ca¬ 
pital, they ndght easily account for the 
asperity of any Note w Inch might have 
been submitted to his inspection. All ac- 
1^ 'ouni*s agreed in representing, that the 
mind of the eourt, of Russia was alienated 
from this country, rind one might easily 
conceive a reason for that alK iiation. The 
expectation of aasistanccJVom this coim- 
trv, no malt(*r w bother well or ill founded, 
was the caiHc, not of the peace of Tilsit, 
biifof the temper in which it was conclud- 
cibwhebthe military disasters had render¬ 
ed that peace nqcessary. Out of twenty 
dispatches received from our ambassador 
with the emperor, there was not one in 
which he dhl not say, Send assistance, 
or Russia will fail you ; make a diversion, 
which wall lake part of the weight of war ’ 
off Russia, or sh6 wall withdraw from it.” 
As to the ( barge, that the expedition to 
Copenhagen was- the cause of the hosti¬ 
lity of Russia, he contended on the au¬ 
thority of our ambassador at Petersburgh, 
thtUthe fact was not so ; but he could al¬ 
so refer to the authority of another noblo 
person, who had an ampM opportmiity of 
knowing the truth of what he here ad¬ 
vanced, and he thould da itiia with tiia 
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more satisfaction, because of some ru- 
iiiours Jie had heard, that that iiuble per¬ 
son (lord IluU'hhison) had declared an 
opinion since his return to this country, 
that the Expedition to Copenhagen was 
the cause of the hostility of Russia. The 
right hon. secretary here read an extract 
from a dispalcli from lord Hutchinson, 
dated IMeinel, 20th of July, and stating, 

I hat there were many Secret Articles in 
Jhe tnjiity ol‘ Tilsit; that the predominant 
party in the Russian court was Freii' li, 
inittliat the rational j>art of the nation was 
vgainstawar with England—that it was 
f>roba})le the Streret ^rtiedes redated to 
Jurkc'y, and to the slmtting oft he Russian 
ports against Elngland, in the event of the 
i:iilure ol a iiegocialiorwvithin a limited 
lime. This extract would be snOicient 
to do auay itny impression tlvat the 
riimom's to v\hic‘h he alluded might 
have made, as ii’ the noble writer of the 
dispatch really attributed the hostility 
of Russia to the business at Copeiihagcii. 
riojiimg for a change of circumstance's^ 
they liad tliought it better to afliu'd to the 
Russian gov(*viunent an opportunity of re- 
]('asing ilselffrom the embarrassing engage¬ 
ments intow hichithad unfortunately enter¬ 
ed at i'ilsil; and when he, considered the 
nature of the policy and practice of tluit 
C\)iirt, wdieri he conteinjilated the anxiety 
w Inch it liad ahvays mamfested to main¬ 
tain Its runk as Protector of the Nonh of 
Europe, and the tenacity with which it 
St dI loudly wished to cling to that clifi- 
I'cu tcr, Ikj could not suppose a case in 
w hich every feeling of its pride and ain- 
hiiion could be so eomjiletely gratified as 
in the submission of^ our dillei'ences with 
Hemnark to the mediation of Russia as 
Arbitress of the North. IShc could thus 
>‘ay to herself, the sea of which 1 am Pro-* 
tectress has been violated ; but those who 
hove violated it are placed^ in my hands, 
subject to my mediation. Tliis was the 
light in which he was confident the 
application to Russia to mediate, would 
be considered by every person who 
was a friend to the true interests of 
Russia, and it >vas so considered, until 
the overbearing influence of gen. Savary 
altered the tone of the Russian cabinet. 
Rut it had been said, why not attack Cron- 
and insult the emperor in his own 
< upital ? There w'as a great yiarty, or< 
rather the majority of the bettermosi peo- 
i>le in HusAa who ^cre anxious for British 
roiinection; but whatever might be the 
partialities of such persons, they must all 
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feel for tho honour and glory of their coun¬ 
try, and therefore it could not be desir¬ 
able to destroy, by an unprofitable attack 
upon the national feelings, the nascent po¬ 
pularity of this country., We had the 
right unquestionably, but it\i'as adillerent 
question, wdiether under the circumstances 
of the case we ought to exercise it: be* 
sides, the obje'et was not wortli the cost and 
pain of the undertaking, and the execu¬ 
tion of it would have mhillibly disgusted 
those who would lie likely to bring back 
Russia to her rctil interests. Those g'Fp- 
tiemen w’ho adnwtlcd that u kno\vl(‘dge of 
the desigiis of fVanee, and of the weak¬ 
ness of Denmark, wa)ul(l pistify tin* expe¬ 
dition, seemed to forget the admission, and 
to urge the hro^d j)rinciples. It was un- 
(louhredly jusl, that if there were a com- 
munity of i^tates in Europe, the weaker 
slates oLiglit to be as secure from aggres¬ 
sion, as the more jiow'erful ones. 'Hus 
\vi\H a principle which had never Veen 
denied. , But gentlemen a|r|>lie<l, thi# 
princijile w'hieh properly belonged to 
that state of Eairope, in w liich the rights 
of all were seemed by the s«iii('tity of pub¬ 
lic Inw^; ami ( vrn the weakest were pre¬ 
served ironi aggression or insult, if not by 
nmnediato prolection, at least by cou- 
fli( ting interests. But, in the enthusiasm 
of the rit^ht hon. gent.’s morality, it was 
rather strange, that lie should have for¬ 
gotten the inoraliLies ol’the Erendi Revo¬ 
lution. In the present state of the world, 
^jhateA’or miseries might be produced, 
w'lfV||^ver calamities endured, whatever 
atrooV^s committed, liy the permission of 
tliat Providence in whomw^e live, breathe, 
and hav^ our being, the Whole responsibi¬ 
lity must rest upon him, wdio if^the sole 
author of them. There wa^ hqj now a 
conimuiiiH" of state.s in Emj^e. eonnect^ 
led by th(?^olgj^nity of pub¬ 

lic law, protecting Itna protected by the 
influence of the. principles of equal justice, 
and a matuail simse of reciprocal rights ; 
there was but one devouring state, that 
swallow^ed up every one that it could 
bring within its gvasp, and that so far 
frem respecting the rights and indepen- 
deVe of other nations, reduced all to in- 
discMiinate subjection, tendering them 
alikeVibservient^to its designs against this 
count^. Buonaparte now dictated to all 
ihife Unions of the continent, and had 
erasedlevery veiAige of public law^ in Eu¬ 
rope.# He eohld not but be surprised 
thenJbo find gentlemen, when censuring a 
which had proved the salvation 
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of the country, [hear, hear !]—he should 
repeat, that it had saved u« from the im* 
naaiient dangers that menaced us, and 
therffore it was that he was surprised to 
hear gentlemen»compare such a measure 
with antiquated crimes in which we had 
no share, for which we had incurred no 
responsibility. Was it to be contended, that 
in a moment of imminent danger and im¬ 
pending necessity,we should have abstained 
from that course which pnidence and po¬ 
licy dictated, in order to meet and avert 
thqs\i calamities that threatened our secu¬ 
rity and existence, because if we sunk 
under the pressure, we should have the 
consolation of having the authority of 
Puftendorf to plead ? But the conduct that 
had been adopted on this occasion, was 
not without precedent or example. In 
the year 1801, the island of Madeira had 
been taken possesion of by om govern¬ 
ment for fear it should fall into the hands 
of th/ French. Yet Portugal was a neutral 
natiorv, and had always, by way ofpre-emi- 
nence, been styled the old and ancient 
ally of England. The capture of Madeira 
had been effected without any previous 
communication to the court of Lisbon. 
Undoubtedly, instructions had been sent 
to our minister at the court of Lisbon, to 
request that an order should be sent to the 
governor to surrender the island in good 
will. The instructions arrived sft Lisbon 
about th*e time that the troops arrived at 
Madeira, and the island was consequently 
taken by force, before any orders coul^' 
have been sent out to surrender it. 
had Portugal at that time a fled^bat 
couM convey troops for the invasion of 
these islands, or iffshe had that flcft, what 
expeditieft could be sent by her that 
would n(^ befdcfeated by the valour and 
intrepidity %L^r seamen ? He ^id not 
mean to cqjffffSh^he c^ure 4T that is- ^ 
land, buecltise he loreW «nat it might be, 
and he had no doubt that it was, justifiable 
upon the grounds of probable necessity ; 
he adverted to the transaction only as a 
defence against *the generality of the 
charge. But this was not the only instance 
in which such conduct had been prao^- 
tfeed to neutral states, in which it J^d 
been usfid towards neutral and friejply 
powers ; nay, even, there was an inwnce 
in whicn it had been adop*led by mqjrality 
itself towards a friendly state. In thf year 
180d, there had been repqrts of itsmeing 
the intention of the French govemm^t to 
invade Portugal. He had himself no £ubt 
of the perpetual intention of the F^ch 
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government to prosecute that purpose, and 
he did not question that the design might 
have been in contemplation at tliat time, 
but it did not appear that any army was 
assembled for the purpose at Bayonne. 
*He admired the conduct which had been 
adopted by the late ministers on the oc¬ 
casion, he applauded their spirit, and he 
felt gratitude for the manner in which 
•^their proceeding enabled him to meet the. 
general question on this charge. Here 
the right hon. secretary read an extract 
from the Instructions given by the late 
Board of Admiralty to earl St. Vincent, 
when dispatched to ^isbon. The Insti ac¬ 
tions directed the noble admiral’s atten¬ 
tion to three objects; 1st, jf the Portuguese 
government shoul^l, by itself, or in con¬ 
junction with Spain, be disposed to de¬ 
fend the country against the French, to 
promise all the assistance that G. Britain 
could afford, and the presence of a re¬ 
spectable naval force in the Tagus would 
coutiibute to that object ; 2dly, if that 
should not be the determination of the 
court, and the government should embrace 
the resolution of emigrating to the Brazils, 
as it had once proposed during the late 
war, to offer them the assistance of a Bri¬ 
tish naval force, under the protection of 
which alone that determination could be 
carried into effect; and, lastly, if there 
should not be vigour enough in the go¬ 
vernment, to adopt either of these resolu¬ 
tions, he was to prevent, if possible, the 
port of Lisbon from falling into the hands 
of the French, and at all events the Portu¬ 
guese navy was to be secured; every ves¬ 
sel of which that was serviceable, was to 
be brought off, together with the ships, 
goods, and persons of tfie British factory at 
Lisbon, and also the court, if it should be 
So disposed : for the execution of these In- 
struclions, the troops that were then em¬ 
barking were ^to be sent to him with all 
convenient expedition, but he was not to 
give any intimation of the circumstance 
to the Portuguese government, nor to hold 
any language that might excite the suspi¬ 
cion of the breach minister, or lead to any 
measures of precaution; and, as it might 
be necessary io employ the troops imme¬ 
diately on tteir arrival in order to secure 
a strong position, ^ was to have the ma¬ 
rines and boats of^e fleet constantly in 
jreadiness for that service. These Instruc¬ 
tions were clear in their tenor, precise in 
their object, and conclifsive as the ques¬ 
tion then under consideration. If any 
gentleman wished for the* document it 
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would be laid on the table, and the only 
shyiieiss that had been felt in producing it 
before was, that it would place him and 
his colleagues in the situation of convicted 
])lagiarists. [Hear! hear!] These were*; 
the Instructions that had been given by 
morality itself, and the only difference 
between them and the instructions that 
liad been given by the present government^ 
was, that the latter did not desire that the 
army should be introduced in disguise. 
Ihit there might yet be one qualification 
that the right bon. gent, would apply to 
])enniark, namely, that her conduct, when 
she was relatively strwig to weaker neutral 
states, did not merit such a measure against 
her. What had that conduct been ? 
When, in 1801, the mafrtime confederacy 
held out a prospect that this country 
would not be*able to protect its allies, 
Denmark treated the unprotected neutral 
state of Hamburgh with the most violent 
oppression, and for the puii)ose of exclud¬ 
ing the English from that port. The ^ame 
conduct had been pursued towards Ratz- 
burg. This conduct proved that Denmark 
had no very strong claims for forbear¬ 
ance.—But, it was rather strange, that those 
gentlemen, who blamed government for not 
having accepted the mediation of Russia, 
should now impute it as a ground of charge 
that they had not passed by Copenhagen 
in order to attack Cronstadt. We had 
the right to attack Russia, but had we no 
interest in forbearing to exercise that 
right ? There were, at the time, in the 
ports of Russia, 500 British ships, and 
(iOOO British seamen, and gentlemen 
would perceive, that these formed too im¬ 
portant an object be hazarded for the 
sake of the few hulks that might be obtain¬ 
ed at Cronstadt: besides, the fleet which 
Russia had in the Mediterranean v^as a 
security to us for her good behaviour. 
And here he W'ould take oocasion to con¬ 
tradict a misrepresentation that had taken 
place upon the subject of this fleet. The 
Russian squadron did not enter the Tagus 
by order from the government, but from 
sheer distress, and because all the ports of 
the enemy were so closely blockaded by 
our squadrons, that they could not enter 
any one of them. This squadron was first 
directed to touch atj|fa British port, and 
even the Russian amffissador was so de¬ 
ceived with respect to it, that he had kepf 
here a frigate with specie on board for the 
payment df that very fleet. But, if that 
fleet had beeij attacked, what an argu- 
•lent might yet be drawn against the pre¬ 


cipitancy of such a measure, from^the cir¬ 
cumstance of the squadron* having been 
directed to touch at a British port, and^the 
Russian ambassador having detained the 
frigate with the specie fch: the pay of the 
crews! He had iiitentionaliy avoided re¬ 
ferring to any thing in this debate but what 
was notorious; and ifthey were to ask why 
they Had rested their defence upon precise 
information, when the events and facts 
that had since taken place had amply 
justified their measure, he would ans;^er, 
that they had stated that precise* grotlnd 
because it was true, and not because they 
thought it necessary to their justification 
in judging of the case before the house. 
If any more evidence should be thought 
necessary, let them be condemned, for 
nothing should ever extort from them the 
source whhnce they had derived their in- 
forma*tioi\. If gentlemen should say, that 
this course was contrary to the practice 
of parliament, he would go to the Jour¬ 
nals, to jlrove that it was not out*Df the 
usual course of parliamentary proceedings. 
Having rescued the country from a great 
and imminent danger, he would trust to 
the case as it stood, and he had no doubt 
but that the conduct of ministers would 
be judged deserving of approbation. The 
house might judge of the extent of the ser¬ 
vice performed by contemplating the dis¬ 
tribution of our naval force, that might be 
necessary if the Danish fleet were not now 
^ in our possession.—As to what the right 
gent, had said of the increa.se of the 
daS^r of Sweden by the Expedition, he 
could^Assurc him, that that danger^was 
greatlyVliminished by ^hat event, and so 
the government of Sweden felt^ it.—A.s 
the right hon. gent, had alltqled to a com- 
fmunication made by him to jJJn^Rist, tlje 
J)anish^^arge d* aftaire^^rttisi'ould briefly 
state the He had been 

commanded by his majesty, after the Da¬ 
nish fleet had been surrendered, to make 
an official communication to that gentle¬ 
man, desiring that he might procure pow¬ 
ers from the Crown Prince to negociate an 

S Liodation, or to procure passports 
inister to go to Kiel for that puB- 
'Diis was all the official cpminuni- 
he had, however, thought it right 
rm Mr..Rist of the terms upon 
he accommodation might be effect- 
had mentioned then the period of 3 
IS that w^iich might, after the Oqn- 
of peace, enable us to form a 
nt of the stability of the peace; 
rtainly, those who had wjtnessed 



PARL; debates, Feb. 3, 1808 

'the l«wt, peace 'must be sensible, tjiat the 
was not too long; for in 18 months 
that peace, we were as much at war 
before* Considering that we had gained 
possession of the fleet by force, he did 
not think th^ stipulation of such a term 
- atiy insult, and he had proposed either to 
keep the Ikot in deposit, or. to take it in 
purchase. When he. conimunicat'ed this 
foot ,to the house, he thought it “ne¬ 
cessary to state why he did not produce 
the*Papers. As all negociations were re- 
suhied on^tho terms upon whicli tliey had 
been last broken oil, and though he and 
his colleagues had thought it right to make 
such oilers in that; instance, it would not 
follow, that they should be disposed to 
grant the same eonditioiis at a future 
period. In the hope of some such ac¬ 
commodation his majesty had* even been 
induced to delay directing the* cohdeni- 
mti^ of the Danish shipping, as w^eil as 
his Declaration of war. lie had no hesi- 
tatiojT to add, that every stipulation had 
been required that could be necessary for 
tlm security of the Sw edish territory- But 
now that war had taken place, ft could 
not be contended that the capture of the 
Banish navy, did not, pro tanto, diminish 
the means of the enemy, whilst it added 
to our means of securi t y. Buonauar te \vc 11 
-knew', that the mariliine power^of Cheat 
Britain was the only impediment to his 
universal aggrandisement. Ho would not 
' cease, thei*efore, to exhaust all the meaiis* 

‘ he posf^essed to accomplish the grand 
ject of his ambition. The trial he Hf^dd 
ma)^, and it was <«ily by makl«|^ and 
its failure, that he^was to be coinf need of 
the tnejl^piency and fruitlessnoss f f all his 
tfoaignS. Ida«w'ouki dostroy all commerce 
ia ord^lio^njuro tiiis country^ which hel 
^identified 

** Cedetet ipso tiautica pimis' 

Matabit inercd.”-^ 

But though he should direct the w^hole 
accumulated forcO of his vast ten itories to 
this purpose, he •would find aM his pro¬ 
jects frustrated, until fie could make all 
nations independent of eommerce, jti 
consequence of tsheir own productions y 
foret ouiuia tellus." ^ 

By the expedition to Copenhage^the 
mieoiis of the enemy hack been rewced, 
and ihe sectndty of the country au J^nt- 
*ed. 'n»0se wiio thouglu the peXey of 
moe^e weak, and an executi^iin- 
would fet^tahiiy >^ote againstUtm. 
he could fioe consider it 
lo takeStfae division upon the motfot for 
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Papers, and not on-the merits of the rjiies- 
lion, merely because some few^ would vote 
for the Papers, W'ho would not support a 
motion for censure. Conscious of the 
c principles upon which he and his col¬ 
leagues had acted, and of the advantages 
resulting to the country therefrom, trusting 
to the justice and the good sense of the 
house, fora confirmation of the univers.d 
sentiment of the country with regard to the 
conduct of his majesty’s minivSters upoji the 
present transaction, he should submit to 
its decision, and meet the motion with a 
direct negative. 

Mr. Windham rose to make some obser¬ 
vations on the speech of the right hon. 
secretary. He was astonished b.'vond 
measure at somtf parts of that speet h : 
even though he did not mean to deny to 
it ill general that sort of merit—the oidy 
species it could pretend to—w Inch w as m*- 
cessary to cover a total w ant of just infer¬ 
ence or correct statement, 'fhe right hon. 
secr^.tary had alluded to corlain transac¬ 
tions of the late administration, lie said, 
you sent a fleet to Portugal to prt vent the 
Portuguese navt?" from falling into tlic 
hands of the French, and vjc sent a fleet to 
the iSomid to prevent the Danish fha.-t 
from being a]>propriated to the same ser¬ 
vice. The fact was so. But l he difiei - 
ence w'as, that we, having it equally in our 
pow’er, did not persist in the intention, and 
that they did. This the right hon. gent, 
called a failure. A failure with him was. 
a refusal to do, what, however easy in the 
executipn, you di<l not consider as right; 
and an inconsistency w^as, the blaming 
others for doing that, vvhi('h, in precisely 
similar circiimstancest you had refused to 
do yourselves. Wc liad heard of the de- 
rfiigns of France on the fleet of Portugal, 
just jLS the hon. gent, had of lier design> 
on the fleet of Copenhagf n. We had it 
moreover on * the declaration of Biiona- 
pai te himself, who was pretty apt to ket p 
his word in these matters. But as 
were fulfy determined not to proceed to 
an extremity of this sort, but upxm the 
clearest, as wvdl as most certain necessity, 
w’^e confined ourselves, in the first instance, 
to measures of proper precaution y and, the 
necessity u^t appearing, withdrew from 
the intention altoa||iier.^-^But would there 
have been no dmP^ice in the mcajsmT.^ 
“themaelves ? Besides that the presumptior» 
of d anger was greater from a Fr'cnch army 
at Bayonne than from the Frcneh mmy bi 
Holstein^ there was a ilifFrrence between 
the two measui'es that was Tht 
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right hon. gent, therefisre^ had no reason 
to exult in a comparison which made 
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against him, and he might address him in 
the words of the poet'— 

“ Can notliing but thihe own reproach, 
Serve for a motto for thy coach/' ^ 
The Portuguese fleet was not to have 
been seized by earl St. Vincent, till Por¬ 
tugal had refused our assistance to defend 
her territory ; till advices should have 
been received of the actual entrance of a 
French army into Portugal, and till it 
should be manifest to all the world, and 
particularly to the Portuguese themselves, 
that if we did not take possession of the 
ships, they would be seized by France. 
He allowed that the collusion of the neu¬ 
tral state, or the inability to resist appre¬ 
hended force, w’as a shlbcient reason for 
securing the means of that neutral from 
the grasp of the enemy. But the neces¬ 
sity should be evident. Because the ne¬ 
cessity was not evident, the late ministers 
had not acted at Lisbon. The necessity 
was as little evident when the preseht mi- 
pisters acted at Copenhagen. The new 
system of morality was, it seemed, to be 
acted upon by his majesty's ministers in 
every instance, not only in their public 
acts and papers, but in their statements in 
that house. The scholars of the old 
school stated as fact, only what they knew 
to be true. The present ministers'stated, 
as fact, not only what they knew to be 
false, but what they knew must be stated 
and proved to be so in five minutes aftei; 
their assertion.—-The right hon. gent, asked' 
in very big terms, why those who attacked 
Alexandria and Constantinople opposed 
the expedition to Copenhagen ? But he 
should ask, who Attacked a neutral and 
unoffending nation ? Now, had the right 
hon. gent, adhered to fact, he would hayel 
been deprived of nine-tenths of his^ argu-l 
merit. The troops that were to go td 
• Egypt from Sicily were to wait for orders 
from Constantinople, announcing to them 
the commencement of hostilities, before 
they made any hostile attack.* It might 
be part of the new morality to make state-i 
'inents of this inconsiderate kind. He 
might go to the long, animated, and 
lively .speech he had heard, in which the 
right hon. gentleman had tfayelled over so 
much ground witho^coming to the point, 
fusing himself m t% progress with accu- 
nations that we^ unfouirfedi and epigrafkis 
that we^ nothir^ to the purpose; out if 
thnnmtter were comiidered, hia three hours 
to n ({narter of «n 


hour, and his immense folio to a dccimo 
Aextoi But, after all the graces of motion and 
gesture, and all the extreme labour in the 
storm, the sort of beating against a Ijead- 
sea to prove the necessity of his case, un¬ 
fortunately for him, the fight hon. gent's 
arguments would not tell against the mat¬ 
ter of fact. He said, and so might he, that 
France intended to get the Danish navy ; 
but still the argument was not satisfactory• 
Afl he attempted to prove against Den¬ 
mark was a terror of Buonaparte—that 
which many great powers had felt, aryl did 
yet feel. But he could not saj^ the CfV)\vii 
Prince would have been a willing sacri¬ 
fice ; that he wished to shut his ports, or 
was disposed to give his fleet to France. 
The construction to be put on his conduct 
was tlie contrary. He did w'hathe could, 
and was with his army in Holstein ; and • 
was ther5 up to the period of our expe- 
ditiaii. * The right hon. gent, argued this 
point at some length, and then cme to 
the supnosition tliat he might hav\ sub¬ 
mitted 10 France, though w e see tflo good 
reason why he might not have defended 
his independence, and have died in the 
l^t dyke, and found Danes to die with 
him in their country's defence. Well; 
but if he had submitted ? To that he had 
one general answer : better let Buonaparte 
take the fleet than we. Even if he had a 
greate^xertainty of that matter, he should 
say so still. them go. Had we taken 
the Portuguese fleet, it would not have 
been under the same circumstances, and 
le transaction must have assumed a very 
Silent character* But gentlemen oppo¬ 
site eould not understand this sort o£ prin- 
ciple.i No wonder; because they seemed 
to haw no feeUn^^ for national {mnour, nor 
regar^ for the rights and .laws of nations. 
If the late ministers had taJ^NV^he flee^ at 
Lisbot^l^^e should haaj|ji^i>pt no honour. 
Yet lie 'acting in the 

cabinet at that time, never acceded to 
any measure with more doubt and reluc¬ 
tance than he did, even to that, guarded as 
it was.M»-Hc again declared that he would 
sooner have se^fti tlie Danish fleet in Buo- 
n^s^rte's hands th^ in ours, under all the 
Circumstances in which we had seized 
it. He then entered into die question 
igbt, and contended that we had none, 
ex^t on a paeaumpHon that w^ould justify 
usiV the seizure of any neutral whatsoever, 
jn, what was tho policy ? But we must 
fuss the ribband then go to the policy 
fa stfpair^ grouad of argmaaent. ihie 
tkda oaae Uended itself with ihe 
U . ! 
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of all roankipd. He was convinced that 


prficy, since in fact necessity was only a 
superior aground of policy. Now, in thi» 
*Ctse, there Was no right ,distinct from 
polioy* If collusion could be made out, if 
It donld be proved that Denmark only wore 
a mask, tlien a Belligerent would be 
■ able to maniYest and establish a right. 
But the question stood upon 'an expe¬ 
diency, amounting, as it certainly ,must, 
to a necessity, and we must try that ques¬ 
tion before a jury of the country. Was 
it politic to a degree of necessity ? The 
charactejr of this important transaction 
must stancT upon its necessity. What was 
that necessity, that could justify our go- 
vernmenf in inflicting upon the Danes 
«uch severe calamities—the destruction of 
great part of their city—the loss of so 
many lives of unofhuiding individuals, of 
all descriptions—the variety and pressure 
of miseries ? If it did not stand on npees- 
«ity, how criminal was it to violate the 
Jawofipnations, and to commit such oftences 
.What 


againlEt the whole civilized w^orlcl ? 
w as it l)ut an attack on the w^hole code of 
rules, laws, and usages, by w'hich the 
civilized world was governed—a code ad¬ 
verse indeed^ often, to the interests of pow¬ 
erful and ambitious states, but therefore 
the more necessary to be maintained with 
as strict an adherence as possible-^the 
defence and the only defence of^the fee¬ 
ble against the powerful (often infringed 
4]ppn, it\fas true), but, upon the whole, 
greatly conducive to the interests and 
to the happiness of mankind at large. It 
was peculiarly becoming this country 
hold it sacred. Before we proccedjjphio 
this 4eJ<pcrate step, could we pro^our 
right upon necessity ? Think of clir re¬ 
putation. far as reputation w A con¬ 
cerned, and'thiit was a great mat^?r« re¬ 
putation >fas^ll in all, and that depended think when 
on what peo|^]a^Mb||ild think and of us 
all over Europe. Sr^iii;rtiw«i^"reputation, 
tliat we had bettor, in a view of policy, do 
the worst thing in the world, than the 
best, if appearances would be in our 
favour: though he was no adv<^ate for 
such morals. The law of nations existed, 
iow'cver, upon the agreement of commoj 
sense, and tlie approbation of a generi 
wisdom and general feeling. It was,' 
joint stock concern for the benefit of All. 

Its support was a sort of vokintary comri- 
bution froin all nations. When a Jreat 
nati(jn^ I)ke this acted contrary to 1, it 
act^ under the awful, the t&i-fold reslbn*- 
of acting for its own selfish iuwr- 
^ainst the feelings and the 1bter%t% 



all discerning people must see that at the 
best we had acted on doubtful grounds : 
he should rather say on none at ^1. Mi¬ 
nisters had now abandoned the pretext 
of the secret articles of Tilsit, He was 
very sorry to go farther, and to say that he 
could not give that degree of credit to our 
official and public declarations which he 
^vas w'ont to do, and which he earnestly 
desired to do. But this he supoosed, w as 
the consequence of our new morality. This 
w'as a fair sample of the new mode of fight¬ 
ing Buonaparte wdth his own w'capons. 
Did this tell any thing in our favour for 
violating a neutral nation ? The question 
of policy involved the right, and on neces¬ 
sity alone the question must rest. Other 
arguments were used ; so low' and so mean, 
hut unfortunately so succe.'^ful as to gain 
the favour of the small vulgar, and the 
great vulgar. It was interest. The prin¬ 
ciple of action w^as fear : not arising from 
prudence, fore-thought, and self-]>osscs- 
sipn: not from the notionof him who braves 
a present danger, to avoid a future and 
contingent one. When he mentioned the 
poor fleeting transitory gain, he was 
sharply told that it w'as not the actual value 
of the acquisition ; hut the probability of 
its being turned against us for our de¬ 
struction next season. M"hat! should we 
be told that we w^ere to give ourselves up 
to hatred, and dishonour, and reproach, in 
perpetuity, for the sake of avoiding the 
^rfronjparatively little contingencies of the 
next summer ? These dangers would con¬ 
tinue, or be partially lulled, till new dan¬ 
gers ripened and burst upon us. l^he rou¬ 
tine of afiairs might seem to go on as 
before, but not so the policy ; not so the 
character of the country ! What shall 
we find that we have 
Pcreatwl the hatred of nations for ge¬ 
nerations to come, w^ho will constantly 
remember our Huisdeeds when they be¬ 
hold the monuments of our ravages— 
w^en they point at the sad memorials 
of their destruction—when they sec the 
remains of their public edifices ; of that 
beautiful church; which was the pride of 
their capital, an awd'ul ruin—when the 
recollection of our bombardment was 
rendered perfietual by the melancholy sen¬ 
timent inspired by the eternity of the 
tomb ? The church might fall, but* the 
rdins would remain, to be viewed by all 
the inhabitants, and to exhibited by 
them as a spectacle to travellers and navi¬ 
gators, for their execration of those who 
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committed the ravage, their scorn of 
their proffered alliance, and their pity for 
the unforhinate sufferers ! A patriotic 
Dane might leave his money, not to build, 
but to keep in repair the ruins vre had 
made—to exc ite a recollection of the transA- 
action, and the abhorrence of this country 
for the injury done to Denmark by its go¬ 
vernment. In this policy he feared we 
had been playing a losing game. If 
was illiberal, low, and degrading, what 
could be said in its justification? Some 
might be enamoured of it by the love of 
plunder, and some might weakly cry out, 

* O ! give us safety, give us safety, at all 
events!' The value of our gain would be 
soon gone ; but our loss, he feared, was 
perpetual: time would teach some of the 
young members of this house, by her awful 
lessons, the ii^portance of justice, and the 
punishments that awaited its violation. 
He would recommend to them to recollect 
the lines they had read in iheir spelling- 
books, w'hich w'ere homely, but well cal¬ 
culated to shew the value of experience,^ 

** When house and land ai e gone and spent^ 
“ Then learning is most excellent." 


might cost others tears of blood. Such 
* systems he detested. 14e never,could en¬ 
dure that sl\ocking, disgraceful, Spanish 
war, with alt its plunder ; the shipe^^were 
known to be at sea richly laden, and we 
attacked them for the plunder. He would 
grant that we had got arf abundance of 
dollar's; but the conscijueiices might come 
year^ afterwards; and the misfortune was, 
that people did not always trace them back 
to' their true causes. How did we know 
that the present degi aded state of Spain 
was not owing to that piratical transa«ition ^ 
The right lion, secretary vapoured'and 
bragged of what he had done, and some 
others had been found to add their boast¬ 
ings. Tliey talked flippantly about former 
losses—battles of Jena and Friedland; and 
mentioned recent exploits, such as that of 
Copenhagen 1 This was all very pretty; 
but we were suftering the shame. He 
had,’indeed, hoped, that the character of 
this country would have been maintained 
for strict adherence to justice, and Jhat it 
might b*e always said with truth— 

Semper honos nomenque tuuiu laudesque 
manebant." ' 


When? experience and reflection shall 
liave taught them the bad ellects of injus¬ 
tice, they would, perhaps, recollect the gen¬ 
tleman to whom they arc indebted for the 
hard lessons they are" to be taught. He was 
amazed to hear the acclamations with 
wliich the declaration had been received, 
and shocked to hear the loud support given 
to the right hon. gent, by his friends^ for* 
the act he had justified and assumed merit 
to himself for performing. There was, in 
the estimation of some, a sort of spirit and 
genius in going out of the usual track, and 
ill breaking through all those rules which 
were established and recognized, because, 
they were materially useful to the world.: 
He recollected a sentiment in the ietters 
of Junius that was somewhat applicable : * 
'' Good faith and folly had 'been so long in 
opposition, that the reverse was now in 
fashion; and the man withoig principle i 
was considered as a man pf ability.' There] 
was no victory so easy, as a victory over 
morality. It was open to every invader. 
It made little or no resistance. Obliga¬ 
tions and restrictions were as easy to op¬ 
pose as air to those who were resolved to 
encounter them. But he feared the power 
of their re-aclion upon the long run. Ge¬ 
nerally, the authors might escape, nobody 
knew hoyv, or perhaps enquired where; 
but the country might be lost. What they 
i^alled a noblt sally of adventurous minds 


Though the name may remain to us, and 
great power too, vet we may have lost our 
reputation, our honour, and our glory. 
These may be gone ; and we may become 
by such councils * a reproach and a bye- 
word ^ the nations.' Buonaparte .might 
say to the nations of Europe^* I have 
been loudly and incessantly accused. But 
who did this ? It is England, the preacher 
of public law, and public morals and 
soSial order r" See what morality has 
done Foreign nations might answe^, Is 
that ilUeed ^gland>4 who valued herself 
upon Ubr character ? lAT^hy, “jold Cato is 
as grA a rogue as you.", wanted to 
hear from some of the learne^Mto^^tors ^nd 
sages law on thpiiMtiier side of the 

house--*^i!f*leia{yij^^ bad studied long 
and deeply, and had preached, expounded, 
and enforced the general duties of law 
and public morals;—he wanted to hear 
from thevn, whether a\l that had been hi-' 
thetto received and acknowledged was to 
considered as foolishness. He should 
to know what they thought of the new 
itrines of their associates. they 

prc|)ar6d, like Progpero in the play, to 
break their wands, to throw off their wi«. 
and towns, ^ind to buiy their books 2 Qp: 
wera they prepared to follow the exanifile 
of tje lady, .somuch talked of a few yeW 
agqT who threw away her camphor bag^ 
extdaimed, “ Adleu, virtue! welcome 
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pletuiure He wanted to hear them de- 
litet theSn opinioift in this house on a Bub* 
ject of such ^at and pammount im- 
portaace.—^The right hon. gent, then pro* 
ceeded in his ar^gtiment to shew that no 
honourable acmiittal could be given to 
ministers for the seizure of Danish 
fleet, without fuller information, and that 
it was not a want of information, but some¬ 
thing worse, that he chiefly complained 
of Ide condemned severely the conduct of 
the right hon, seer, of ^tate in withholding 
that ^rt />(^information which the house 
ought to have, and which was absolutely 
necessary. He never knew the house so 
contumaciously treated. Ministers put cri¬ 
minal intentions into their bill, but they 
could not and would not stand to that 
charge, neither could they charge collu- 
*sion. He again condemned the expedition 
to Copenhagen, as a war of plunder,,and 
declared, that the only way left for him, 
in his mdividuai capacity to act, towards 
wiping out the stain inflicted on thf coun¬ 
try, was to avow publicly his sincere and 
pointed condemnation, and to express his 
beartfelt regret, at the measure that night 
under consideration. 

Mr^Milnes said, that after the discussion 
which took place on the subject on a 
fotmer occasion, he had waited with some 
degree of curiosity to hear what^line of 
argument would be adopted by tlfe hon. 
^ntlemeif opposite on the present even- 
mg. He was not a little mortified, how¬ 
ever, to find that they had advanced scarce 
ly any thing new; that they were stiU 
tempting to assert the interests of 
eountny in preference to those of T 
and to give credit Mo the assuri 
Bttonapartiw while they omitted no 
tntiHy of calling in question the 
tbns of tbft^wn soverei^ or ^ mi¬ 
nisters. Theye’^^^ fc to Dejg y;y^some 
novel points^ the ngl»-4irtE^gent. who 
brought forward the* motioi^ had main¬ 
tained that Denmark alone was able to 
resist the whole force of that power which 
bad, with very few Exceptions, laA every 
nation in Europe prostrate at its feet. 
One right hon. gentleman hadreproaohedi 
ministers for their shabby policy in ny 
fiurther extending the calamities of W 9 jn 
and the right bun. gent, who spoke mt,. 
llo4 told me house that hE would rafoer 
^ve seen the Danish fleet in the hanp of 
BimapaiC|srthan moored in qii English jfert. 
*I1^sewere a few of the novelties Hi th 
th'e house were to be compensL, 
other stale topics that me 
• 



gentlemen had urged in the course of their 
speeches. They had not, however, pro¬ 
duced the effect of altering his opinion in 
the smallest degree. Much had been said 
upon the abstract principles of right and 
wrong; but those principles, it ought to 
be considered, were eternal and immut¬ 
able, nor could any information render an 
act just which was essentially unjust. It 
had been contended, that the measure now 
before the house, was wrong upon the face 
of it. But he would ask, if there was not 
something wrong on the face of a motion 
which required a disclosure of information 
confidentially communicated ? He was as 
great an advocate for the correct political 
morality of this country as any man ; but 
if a thing was wroi\g in itself, no disclosure 
could make it ri^t, however injurious 
that disclosure might be t?o the public 
service. The approbationof the hon. gen¬ 
tlemen would, at all events, be extremely 
difficult to be obtained ; and certainly the 
risk of,doing injury to the public interests 
should not be hazarded, in order to pro¬ 
cure so precarious a benefit. Unanimity, 
however desirable, would be dearly pur¬ 
chased by public mischief. The present 
ministers had exalted themselves and the 
country; the late ministers had sunk 
themselves and the country. Was this 
a reason why the present ministers should 
be deprived of the confidence of parlia¬ 
ment ? He maintained, that no law of na¬ 
ture could be violated by the measures 
rfaken by us to ensure our own safety. It 
was the most flagitious of all descriptions 
of morality, that would allow the oppor¬ 
tunity of self-preservation to pass by un¬ 
improved. He could not countenance the 
feelings that would spare Denmark to the 

( destruction bf Britain. He advised the 
hdh. gentlemen, instead of bringing for- 
jvard ihotions of this description, at once 
to propose a re^lution that ministers had 

( lost the confidence of parliament. In thii^ 
opinion, he believed, they would find but 
1 small proportion, either in the bouse or 
but of the house, to join them. They 
might, indeed, on.the present question, find< 
a few adherents from amongst some gen¬ 
tlemen who were generally supposed to 
think for themselves, or to have entrusted 
their opinions to a certain viscount, no 
longer a member of that house. [Hero 
itb^ hon. m^ber was called to order.] 
But he had the satisfaction of thinkings 
that there would be ^ great ^najoritV' 
ii^ainst them, equally independent witll 
jmose to whom he haa now alluded. 
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Mr. Batlmret reminded the hon. gent, country into an approbation of inea»» 
who had just sat down, that it would have Sures by flattering its cupidity. 3ne Ian* 
been more regular in him to have waited guage of ministers was- tha(i they had aiU 
till the members, to whom he had just chicved a splendid enterprize, and tkere- 
alluded, had stated their sentiments upoi^ fore that every thing,wai| right. He did 
the present t[ue.stion, and given him an not think that there cojuW be the least ob- 
opportunity of replying to what they ad- jection to the production of any of the 
vanced. Upon the speech of the right documents that had been mo^^d for; and in 
lion, secretary he had to observe, that he liis op>lnion the letters, extracts from which 
iiad endeavoured to draw the attention of had been read, ought to be added to the 
the house from the question now before number. The letter of Mr. Garlicke, for 
them, and to bring them back to one on instance, stating the hostile mind of Den- 
vvhicli they had already* come to a deci- mark, was very important. It inapor- 
sioii. The house, in its address to the lant also for the house to know, upoit 
king, had concurred in congratulating his what the opinion of that gentleman was 
majesty upon the success of the expe- founded, that, if the French were once in 
dition, and this concurrence was obtained possession of Holstein, the island of Zea-^ 
in an irregular way, and, as it were, by land must necessarily fall into their power; 
surprise. The question now before the for a single transport with a few Danish 
house was altogether different, no? was he troops es^caping the vigilance of our 
to be led away from it by alt the arts of cruis«rs,*and passing from Jutland to Z^* 
the right hon. secretary. Was it a light land, was no more an argument that a 
matter, that, after it had been stated in a French army could pass, than a R^nch 
Declaration given in the name of the Jcing, privateev crossing unobserved from^ ^ou- 
that the secret arrangements at Tilsit had logne to Dover, would be sufficient evi- 
given rise to the attack upon Denmark, dence to shew the practicability of an in* 
and that it wa.s by sacking the port and vasion 6f this country. The expedition to 
arsenal of Copenhagen, that government the Island of Madeira some years ago, had 
had prevented the Danish fleet fi*om been cited as a case similar to the present, 
falling into the power of Buonaparte, that but he utterly denied that there w^ the 
no proofs should be given of the truth of smallest analogy between them. Portugal, 
these allegations? He contended, that said th^ight hon. secretary, was not then 
if parliament failed to institute an enquiry your enemy, but your ally, and if you 
into such circumstances, it would be want- could attack your ally, surely might ' 
ing in its duty. It was pleaded, that it would attack a power which wc had every reason 
be dangerous to disclose the proofs ; but's^o suspect of entertaining hostile inten- 
let not this argument of danger be pleaded against us. But the right hon. se- 

generally; let ministers tell us why this crer^try seemed not to know, or at least to 
or that specific paper cannot be granted, forget^vhat the expedition alluded to, was 
It was not necessary in granting any sent, ny to attack, but?Ho protect an ally 
paper, that they should acimaint the house at a iiAe when there were Bri^h troops 
how they came by it. Parliament, he lin Poifigal, to repel an acttial invasion of 
asserted, never had been placed in such*a iFrenclCand Spanish tiwpjf^He could 
situation before. We were now it war Jnot help*!»^mai4ing 
with Denmark, and no comjnunicatioii had jlpot a little su^tlfSff'lthat ministers, whili 
yet been made to that house of the grounds IJthey withheld all information respecting 
^on which his majesty had gone to war. I the late expedition, had not the smaller 
The right hon. secretary would liot surely I scruple ^ disclosing all the secrets of go* 
plead, that it would be attended witn I vernment for the last s^ven years, 
greater danger, regularly ,to lay the docu- 1 Mr. Leslie Foster differed from 
ments before the house, than to stand up ^ose gentlemen who seemed inclined to 
and read them in his place as he had done inline the question to the narrew g^uflds 
to night; and there was not* a doubt that it of ^\ny private information wWch minirten 
was much more parliamentary that the might have obtained, respecting the views 
house should be put in possession of the of Denmark. * Much stress had been 
Papers themselves. If he wwi convinced laid iby the gentlemen opposite, on tlio 
that ministers had acted upon proper circi^staiice ef ministers not having corn- 
grounds, he should be the first to give plie 5 with the wish expressed for the pro^ 
them credit for what they had done ; but duclian of the whole of the itiformation 
he did nht tfiink it fiir to entrap th^ ^ ^ >^l4ch led them to undertake the Ijjiteexpe- 
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dation against Copenhagen ; but whatever It had been stated in the course of the 
might be, the opinion of certain gentlemeni> debate, that both expeditions had been 
to the propriety of having more docii- undertaken on the same ground ; but if 
before the house on this subject, so, which he did not admit, certainly there 
he certainly thought enough was known to was a wide diflerence as to the result, and 
justify the conduct' of ministers. From therefore the present ministers gained by 
the relative situation of France and Den- the comparison. On the whok*, he was 
mark, it must be evident to any person firmly of opinion, that administration was 
who looked at the question without pre- entitled to the support and gratitude of the 
judice, that Denmark could not resist the country. 

power and influence of Buonaparte, even if Lord Palmerston said, that after the very 
she were seriously disposed to preserve her brilliant and unanswered speech of the 
neu^li^j but he did not admit that right hon. the secretary of state, and the 
Denmark Vas at the time firm in her insufliciency of the reply from the ollit r 
resolution to oppose France, rather than side, it would not be necessary for him to 
depart from the line of policy which she trouble the house at any great length on tlic 
had observed. Her disposition to hostility subject then under discussion. He should 
was manifested, according to his infor- set out with stating, that'he conceived it 
mation, more than once or twice against improper to disclose the information which 
* us. In the very streets of Copenhagen, minister^ had received on the subject, he¬ 
ft short time before our attack, an Eng- cause their honour was pledged to pre- 
lishman could not walk without *the risk serve secrecy. In another point of view 
of b^g insulted, and told, that the policy also, he conceived it improper to make 
of England had always been to shed the the disclosure required, because it would, 
blood 6t others, in furtherance of *her own in afl probability, destroy the future 
interest exclusively. Combining this evi- sources of information. But be asked 
dence of the public mind, obviously under gentlemen on the other side, what ncces- 
Frcnch influence, with the conduct of sity existed for producing such documents 
Russia, what doubt could be entertained and information as had been called for 
of an intention to form a hostile confe- on that and on former nights ? It might, 
deracy against the naval power and the perhaps, be necessary to exhibit them, if 
Independence of this country ? Under there was no other ground for justifying 
such circumstances, and in the'mresent the attack on Denmark; but unquestiona- 
degraded«state of Europe, who that felt bly, the present situation of Europe and the 
for the welfare and glory of the empire, denfradation or vassalage of its sovereigns, 
but must acknowledge that ministers ,«ofiejfcd, most unfortunately, too ready and 
ought to have been impeached if thej^ solid a reason for the adoption of such a 
had sufiered the enemy to plan and measure. Much had been said by a right 

an hostile combination, which thy had hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) on tha law of 
the means of dissipating. Surelji it ill nations, on right and policy ; he was as 
became thjj^se whose supineness had broved ready and willing as a»iy man to pay his 
nearly ruinous, to us ; who had dole no- .tribute of respect to them, and to recom- 
thyjg forPwii^e common cause. Except inend their application w henever circum- 
seiHling a subsidy to j^ ssia ; stancoa would permit it; he was afraid, 

—it ill became the ac-/however, that although much talked of, 

cusers of the present admitiistration. It[| they were littlfe understood; the conse-' 
ill became those, who, by their spirillcssV queuec of which w as, that many persons 
inactivity, had given rise to the fatal ne- Vabused thew terms, and took one Ibr the 
ce$sity, to carp at* a measure, wfcich was lother. In the present instance, he was 
ab^lutely necessary to repair the mis-Tglad to obseive, that we did not suspend 
^lefs resulting from their mLsconducty them without necessity, or, in other words^ 
How could the house reconcile the con/ that we used them in conformity to the 
duct of those champions of morality and law of nature^ ,which dictated and com- 
justice, and their professions of respect for manded self preservation. This was pre- 
the law of nations, with their attack on cisely a case in point; for, as was con- 
Alexaidria i But they could not beajf the ceded by the right hon. mover, if Denmark 
contrast, and therefore thev naturalljl at- hid shewn ot given any proof of hostility, 
^^pted to question and vilify the aril- directly or indirectly; against this conn-' 
of an achievement which relleqted try, tiien ministers would be justified in 
theirrown feeble expeditiys^ inflicting on her the heaviesb^pusiishment $ 
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but surely, if the house just considered duct of Buonaparte towards all other coun- 
that DenrUark was weak and France power- tries. • In tracing him he could .discover 
till, and in possession of the means of nothing but tjie violation of the neutrality 
forcing her into a confederacy against us, of all nations, and a system of opprwsioit 
under such circumstances could a shadow and plunder. The manifest interest of 
of doubt remain as to the object of thd France in engaging Denmark against us, 
enemy bein^ accomplished? When the left no room to doubt that she would exert 
conduct of France to other potvers was all her power to effect her pur[)Ose ; and 
considered, and the 'inc(ipacity of Den- forhi^ part,die had no doubt of her prov-^ 
mark to resist her, our success must b^ ing successful, had not our expedition 
matter of exultation to every one who re- taken from the Danes the instruments with 
gardeci the blessings of a free constitution, .which he had resolved to strike the blow 
Did gentlemen on the other side of the so long meditated. France iicvjfir niijgsed 
hf)use moan to say, that Buonaparte would, an opportunity of confederating against 
in the instance of Denmark, be restrained this country, whenever an opportunity 
by a sense of justice and morality from oftered of pushing her views either by 
perpetrating against her those aggres- force or influence. He could not, then, 
ions and spoliations which had marked bring himself to believe, that France would 
his character on the continent r Was it forego the advantage of having the Danish 
at the, very tijne that his triumphant le- marine to act against us. Under such 
gions A\ere returning to France, that Den- circi^mstances, the house must feel that a 
mark Avas to hope for an exemption from paramount necessity existed to induce us 
ihe calamities of war, if she refused to to attack Denmark, which must inevitably 
comply with the hostile intentions of Buo- have been leagued to extinguish olrii- 
naparte ; or could it be thought that suc;h berty and independence. * 

a season Avas the most unfit for carrying Mr. Lyttkton regretted extremely the 
his rancorous designs into effect against necessity he Avas under of AvithdraAving hisr 
us ? ihit gentlemen would say, that as support from those with whom he Avas ge- 
tliere was no official proof of such hostility ncrally in the habit of voting; but in 
on the table, therefore the assumption Avas obedience to his feelings, and the dictates 
too bold. Witiiout, however, entering of his conscience, he was compelled to 
into the cjuestion of positive infiirmation, acknowledge, that, in his opinion, there 
he would ask, Avhethcr it was not evidence was ciidfigh before the, house to justify the 
against the CroAvn Prince, that he did not conduct of ministers in the attack on Co^ 
attach himself to England, as he could not penhagen. He concurred with the pre- 
maintain his neutrality ? He must be aw;arei .ceding speakers, that the Aveakness of Den- 
that the power of Francp w’ould be ex- ^s-ark, and the great power of France, must 
erted, if necessary, to compel him to en- ren^ve all doubt respecting the speedy 
ter into a confederacy against us, and yet submi'/|ion and co-operation of the former 
he would not listen to any overture from againstius. Hard, hoi^eVer, as the mea- 
thi.s country for his security and protection, sure wis, and greatly as he lamented it. 
On this ground, therefore, namely, the .yet hfideemed it one of precaution and 
Aveakness of Denmark, and the pow'^er of Inccessly, which he should v'-jOTbr. • 
France to force her to become instrnmen- I W'as so:^^^ to. differ from 

tal against Great Britain, he should .give'\his hort. had just sat doAVn, as 

his A^olc and support to ministers on the lie certainly saw as little reason to vote 
present question. with ministers on any other grounds as oa 

Mr. iWbrm felt great pain i[i differing Vthose which they themselves had brought 
from gentlemen, with whom he Avas in the |l forward f particularly • as those grounds 
habit of A'oting and acting; but he could consisted in garbled extracts of letters, 
not refrain from declaring his conviction which were neither fair to the writers nor 
of the propriety of the conduct which mi- the public. He wished to recal the art- 
nisters had pursued with respect to Den- tention of the house to the real subject of 
mark. . Flc looked not for any Justification debate, which was not whether ministers 
of the measure, but the weakness of Den- were right or wrong in sending the expe« 
mark'and the determination of France to dition against Copenhagen, but whether 
force her out of her neutrality." If he were they ought to nroouce letters, which Uiey 
asked; wt^t evidence existed of such being pretended they possessed, but which he 
the iutenrion jof the French government, did not believe ever existed. He would 
Ite ahonld fieply^ by referring to the con- n 0 (|;ive credit to such extracts produced 
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^ defender of the Church: He doubted it 
^ithiLntiq documents. Not that he^ccu^f much.—The J^n. gent, 
sed them of forgery ; but bjt the mode i 
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Jpjt B secj'etary of state, or regard them as 


a passage here ohd there, and one 
fetter"in three, the text might be as difler- 
ent from the cohtext as light from dark¬ 
ness. With hll the art of speaking, 
which he did not mean to deny to the 
right hon. secretary, and with which he 
hid, in an able manner, managed the 
cause entrusted to him, and all the krt 
with which he had used the papers un- 
hapmly^ntrusted to him, he had not made 
out the c^e of the necessity of an attack 
on Denmark, or that a single plank had 
been added to our security, rie denied the 
position with which the right hon. secre¬ 
tary had set out, namely, that the people 
of England entertaineci but one opinion 
on the subject of this expedition, till an 
indication of its being wrong wds broach¬ 
ed in parliament; but, if it wefe So, it 
was now full time they should be a- 
wakc/ed from their ‘delusion, and shewn 
that they had gained absolutely nothing 
by the shameful compromise of national 
honour. He really wished to know on 
what ground ministers were to be met; 
they shifted so there was no following 
them. They had fled from what they 
stated in the king^s speech and declaration, 
mid told us now, ' do not talk to us of the 
treaty of Tilsit; we knew the hosBiJe mind 
of Denmark long before that.' He would 
shew that Denmark wished to preserve the 
ijtrictest neutrality, and recommended to 
the bouse, if they wished to investigate tj^ 
matter fully, to let Mr. Garlicke be c^lJed | 
to tl^ bar of the house, and say ^at he 
knew of the disposition of the/Danish 
court. He surely was in no d; 
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pt the 
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^nville 


b^ing seized by Buonaparte* _ 

W^ol^ of Ifis^Hutchinson's letters 
before the houa^ Let lord 
Leveson Gower state of thi 

disposition of Russia. It would be easy t( 
prove that the words put into the sacrei 
moutli of his majesty, were not only mo¬ 
rally, hut physically impossible; for he 
was made to say, that the treaty of Tilsit/ 
was the cause, and that there was non^ 
aoterior. [No! No! from ministers.] He 
would not argue with the learned chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer on words. Did he 
mean tp apply to this case his technical 
terms and special pleading ? Did he mean 
to addresathft house as a lawyer, or as a 
statesman, in which character 1^ now ap« 
^S^red ? Could^ he shew, that his partkipm- 
this busing became the Chris^ 


then contended, 
that there coaid be no occasion for con- 
cealment, as France made every thing 
public, and that the expedition was not 
conceived prior to the battle of Friedland, 
from the circumstance of its having been 
acknowledged that part of that expedition 
was previously fitted out for another des¬ 
tination. He observed, that the armistice 
between France and Russia was only rati¬ 
fied on the 24th of June, and the two em¬ 
perors met for the first time on the Niemeii, 
on the 25th. On the 7 th of July the 
treaty was signed. How was it possible, 
then, that the king's pleasure, as it is 
technically called, could have been taken 
on the expedition to Copenhagen on the 
19th of July? Certainly, this could not 
have been done in consequence of any 
knowledge ministers could have had of 
the conferences at Tilsit. A noble lord, 
indeed, was represented to have stated 
in another place, that information had been 
received through Portugal and Ireland, of 
the designs of the enemy, and this infor-^ 
mation, too, was received in time to take 
the king's pleasure on the 19th of July 1 
Surely, when the noble lord said this, he 
entertained a sovereign contempt of time, 
space, and geography of every kind. A 
heavy charge haa been made by Russia 
against this country, for not aflbrding her 
any co-operation during the campaign in 
Poland. Now, was there any foundation 
l^for the reproaches of baron Budburg ? 
Everybody knew that a force of 10 or 
20,000 men, exposed as they must be to 
certain destruction, could never have 
averted the fatal battle of Friedland. But, 
if ministers were in possession of the secret 
articles In the Treaty of Tilsit, why did 
they not produce them ? It had been said, 
that ^a hostile mind existed in RAissia 
against this country. The hon. gent, asked 
ministers whether it nas known to them 
that Russia was hdlitile to this country pre¬ 
vious to the attack on Copenhagen ? [Mr. 
Canning answered across the table, Y es." ] 

1 am not, rt^plied Mr. Whitbread, dis' 
posed to doubts that the right hon. gent, 
thinks what be says is true : but let that 
be proved. Frequent mention had been 
made of the ihveteraio hostility of France: 
but what else could be expected ih>m 
France except hostility ? The endeavour 
en the ]:^irt of France to combine all the 
powers of Europe against us wag no more 
myustifiable, than^ the^ attempt of this 
country to form combii^tions against 
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France, It was, however, evident, that 
Russia, was hostile to this country after 
tlie attack on Copenhagen ; and, on that 
account, he contended it was a meanness 
in this country to ask a power so hostile to 
us to interfere for the purpose of making 
up the quarrel between us and Denmark. 
He was ready to admit the right hon. 
gent, had that night advanced strong rea¬ 
sons why an attack should not he made 
on Cronstadt. With respect to the value 
of the Danish ships, it was stated, in some 
accounts, that they were very good ships, 
because they stood the weather so well in 
coming home. But it appeared, from ad¬ 
miral (rambier’s account, it was necessary 
to repair some* of them before they were 
put to sea. From the regularity and pre¬ 
paration in tjie Danish navy, an^ inference 
was drawn, that they were intended to be 
made use of against us. But it must ap¬ 
pear, to any person who ever visited Co¬ 
penhagen, that, for fifty years past, it had 
been the practice of the Danes, a practice 
in which they prided themselves, to liave 
their ships laid up in ordinary, in so com¬ 
plete a state of repair, that they could be 
fitted out in a veiy short time. But when 
we took the ships, we took the least effi¬ 
cient part of the Danish navy. We left 
behind 18,000 seamen, who would be 
ready to enter into the service of Fiance ; 
and France had ships enough for herself. 
The English had acted like shabby thieves. 
They took only one half of their booty. 
Why w^as not the French property at Co*-*** 
penhagen seized also ? The only effect of 
the expedition was to arm the people of 
Denmark against us, and to shut us out 
from the Baltic f while Holland was en¬ 
tirely under the power of France, without 
the latter being at the expence of sendinV 
troops to conquer it. If the act in qucsl- 
tion was justified by necessitv> he wB^ 
ready to admit that it wis justified in mo l 
rality and in the sight of <iod. But ’f 
could not be justified. Minsters wanted 
to imitate the energy of France. Bit 
how did they do that ? France had slai^ 
a giant, and then England must go and 
embrue her hands in the blood of an in¬ 
fant. • The question now was, not whether 
the expedition was justifiafile, but whether 
that house was bound to give credit to the 
assertions of his majestyministers, and 
whether it ought not to require furtlier 
information ? 

Lord G. L» Gotver, as he had been so 
particularly alluded to, felt himself called^ 
on to a few words in explanation to 


J the , house. He begged leave totally to 
'differ from those hon, manbers who had 
asserted, tha^t the hostile spirit of Russia 
arose in consequence of the attack on Co¬ 
penhagen, but said; that it was a conse¬ 
quence of the pressure ofrfie French, after 
the defeat at I'Viedland ; for if his Impe¬ 
rial majesity could be obliged by that 
defeat to abandon Prussia, which, four 
days before, he had pledged himself never 
to do, it was hardly to be expected he 
would continue very friendly to the in¬ 
terests of England. In six luTJffs after his 
imperial majesty’s return to Petersburgh, 
the very first person to whom he gave au¬ 
dience was his Mini.ster of Marine : the 
very first place he visited, was Cronstadt, 
and the first directions he gave, were for 
the equipment of the fleet, and the repair 
of the fortifications in that place, and this 
some fime before the attack on Copen¬ 
hagen took place. The noble lord re¬ 
marked, that many persons in this\ountry 
seemefl to be of opinion that tlpe expe¬ 
dition to Copenhagen wa.s generally exe¬ 
crated on the continent. He could assure 
them, however, in so far as his experience 
went, that the contrary was the case, 
particularly in Russia. A great majority 
of the persons of consequence in that 
country rejoiced at the event which took 
place/at Copenhagen, and those consisted 
not merely of what was called^the English 
party, but others, who thought that Russia 
ouglit not to have entered into a war with 
France, and seemed to wish to insulate 
Lhelr country from the rest of Europe. 
These persons saw with alarm a^ French 
arrnl in Poland, and^nother on tlie fron- 
tierslof Turkey, and they were happy at 
the iheck which the expedition to tlie 
Bal^ gave to the views Buonajiartc, 
for %l|ey dreaded lii'^’** hostility through 
noble lord also pointed 
out the inconvenience arising from the 
publication of what passed between his 
majesty’s ministers and the governments 
of othtfr countries. Foreign iriinisters had 
frequently expressed an unwillingness to 
communicate freely with him, because 
they did not know but that what .they 
stated might, perhaps, in the course of a 
year, be made public. 

Lord Castkreagh contended, that minis¬ 
ters were not bound to lay before parlia¬ 
ment all the information on \yhich his 
majesty^s lifeclaration had been founded. 
The hon. gent* had dwelt much upon the 
circumstance of his majesty's pleasure 
l]eing taken on the expeditionj to Copen- 
* X 
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hagep on the IPth of July. The fact, 
however, was, that wliat passed on ^that 
day related only to sending adorce to the 
Balticf in order to ascertain the disposition 
of Dcuniark; fuial instructions to 

attack wore sent, out aficnvards. The hon. 
gent, admitted tlFat France had tlic dispo¬ 
sition to seize the Danish na\y, and the 
only question was the disposition of Den¬ 
mark, which must be judged of from ciit- 
cumstan^ies. The Court of Portugal had 
given repeated information, that the de- 
mancktif Rr^tnce was, that (he Portuguese 
navy should be joined to tlie other navies 
of the continent by the 1st of September. 
Besides this fact, he wished to call the 
attention of the house to what had passed 
at one of Buonaparte's levees : in one of 
those extraordinary conversations in which 
that person was accustomed to i indulge 
himself with foreign ambassadors, tia* ud- 
dressed himself lo the Portuguese minister, 
and asVed him, whether he had trans- 
initted^j.^ his court the demand tkai the 
navy of Portugal should be ready to unite 
with the other navies of Europe against i 
England on the Ist of September, llav- i 
ing said this, he immediately turned round 
to the Danish minister, and asked him 
whether he had made the same commu¬ 
nication to his court.—The nolilc lord, in 
answer to the charge that minlsrcts had 
not gone far enough, observed, that/after 
it was fouiui that Denmark could not be 
brought to any amicable avrangemout, the 
practicability of holding Zealand as a mi¬ 
litary station was taken into consideration/ 
But the reports of the oflicers, who had 
been desired to direct their attentiiTn to 
lliis subject, proved ^at the force 
sary for (h^lefcnce of that island v 
greater than tliis*country could 
the Btate Qfi?iT!ltarv poverty in w 
former adnunistratmn h ad left 
also thought that it wonl?W!!t?rEceu im¬ 
proper to advise his Swedish majesty to 
furnish for this purpose a deitaciiment from 
his army, to make up the defici^cy of 
ours, as the removarof that force would 
have weakened Sweden too much, in the 
e vent of an alt ;ck from Uussia. It was 
also proved from the report oi‘ admiral 
Keats, on the probability of the enemy 
transporting a force from" f loLstein to Zea¬ 
land, that it w'ould be impossible to keep 
up a blockade in the winter months suffi¬ 
ciently close to prevent t^iat commu- 
nic^tit^n. The noble lord then proceeded 
w that the designs of the late admi- 
“‘“•ation again-st Portugal were of a uatur^ 


I perfectly similar to the Copenhagen expe- 
^dilion, and liad infinitely less of the plea 
of necessity to justify tlKMii. 

Mr. 7\ Orcuvlllc complained of the con¬ 
stant practice of introducing, cullalcrally, 
charges against the late administration, 
lie thought, after what had |)asscd the 
other day, that this practice would have 
been refrained from. Ihe attack upon 
Thrkev, ill a period of peace, had been 
alluiled to, though the secretary of stale 
must leave known that the orders given by 
tlie last ailniinistration were precisely the 
(ontraiv of attacking tlnj Porte during 
|)eace. On this subject, and on the Lisbon 
expedition, which had bc-eii also alluded 
to, there was nothing wliii^h the late ad¬ 
ministration so much desired as inves¬ 
tigation. 

Mr. *7?. Lmlihigton took d view of the 
whole of the transactions relative to Rus¬ 
sia and Denmark, and then proceeded 
thus:—In applying, sir, the laws of nations 
to the o^induct of C. Britain tow ards Den- 
niaik, tin; gentlemen on the opposite side 
of the house seem desirous of establishing 
a code of their own, separate from that 
law of nature, which, according to the 
best w liters, is the very foundation of all 
the laws of nations. Their sentimental 
..ysteiJi would embrace all nations but 
tiieirown. These ingenious disquisitions 
may be well calculated for the amuse¬ 
ment of the schools, but they are nothtted 
for the events of real lilc, or a state of 
l^rocTous war. Sir, the first law of na- 
mre, thi* loundation of the hnv of nations, 
is the preservation of man. It is on the 
knowledge of his nature, that the science 
of his duty must be four)^ied. When the 
feelings point out to him a mighty dan- 
r, and his reason suggests the means of 
oiflin^ it, he must despise the sophisti- 
[jil Ivifler, who tells him it is a moral duty 
x* owes to others to wait till the danger 
reak upon his foolish head, lest he should 

i irt the meditated iiLstrument of his de- 
ruction. Upon this general principle of 
le law of nature and of nations, 1 main- 
ain tlic morality,, and certainly the ne¬ 
cessity of the Expedition against Copen¬ 
hagen. In applying this general prin¬ 
ciple to tlie state of Denmark, we shall 
find that it deri\cs particular force from 
her past conduct. It may suit the purpose 
the.Moniteur to represent Denmark as en¬ 
joying a moral dignity in the circle of na¬ 
tions, and to insist that G. Britain had a suffi¬ 
cient guarantee in tlic sincere neutrality 
Kof Denmark, and in the cordiality of her 
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attachment to England. I would ask, sir, 
whether it ’was a proof of the moral dig¬ 
nity of Denmark to attack the neutral i^tatn 
of IJamhurgh, or of her neutrality to shut 
that port against the eommeh e of Grejit 
Britain, or a token of her attachment to 
us to originate and support a confederacy, 
having for its avowed object, the destrucl kui 
of that maritime law wliich w(; conceive 
indispensable to our existence a^ an indc*- 
pendent nation? All these circumstances, 
and those stated \\i(h such unanswerable 
truth, and nnitchliss eloquence, bv the 
riglit hi> 11 . the secretary for foreign adairs, 
justified his rnajesfy's minist^U’S in expect¬ 
ing similar demonstrations of the will and 
the jiowtT of,Denmark, whenever the 
inandalc and the ailiance of France should 
promise her protection in them. I re¬ 
joice, sir, in the wisdom of thosc^ councils 
which has anticipated and has averted this 
danger. But I arn astonished that any 
man in tliis liouse, or in any other, 
should doubt the reality of that ckanger, 
when he recollects, that in confirmation 
of all the other evidence 1 have stated, the 
Prince of Portugal has been driven from 
his dominions, because he would not join 
iu that confederacy viitVi Prance, Russia, 
and Denmark. With this impression, sir, 
of the conduct of ministers, 1 am thankful 
to them for the great service they have 
nmderedlo the state, and they may be as¬ 
sured that this feeling is general through¬ 
out the country- Eel them proceed in 
the course they have already pursueefr, let*" 
them face unappalled the unnatural com¬ 
bination which is gathered around ns, re¬ 
lying that the spirit of the people of Eng- 
will keep pace wi^li the energy of the go¬ 
vernment. 

Sir C. Price regarded the Copenhagen 
expedition not only as just and neco.ssaiy, 
but as wisely planned, and gloriously cx-, 
-I'cuted. • 

Mr. Davies Giddy w^as sorry the infor¬ 
mation on which ministers had acted 
< ould not he laid before the hoTisc. How¬ 
ever, as that was the case, he thought him- 
■self bound to acquiesce in.thc concealment 
which the government thought necessary. 

'^Av.Pofnsanby rose to reply. He remark¬ 
ed, that all he had asked for was information, 
and that all the answer he got to that re¬ 
quest, was details respecting expeditions 
to Alexandria, the Dardanelles, and 
bon, in order to prove some supposed mis¬ 
conduct fn a former administration. The 
right hon. secretary had read extracts to 
prove the hostility of Denmark, but to this 


he objected, on the wholesome principle, 
sanctioned by courts of juijtii c, which w'as, 
that when you propose to read a document 
in your defence, you must read theVhole 
of It, for if you "wore permitted to read 
extracts only, it was probable that you 
would read nothing but what W’as fiivour- 
ahle to yourselt) and that you would omit 
all that w'as against you.—Fie complained 
that the right hon. secretary had accused 
him of justifying liuonaparte. All the 
compliment lie paid to France was to com¬ 
pare her conduct with that of 
of the crowm in this expecldioii. While 
tFie right hon. secretary talked so much 
of tlie morality of others, he ought to 
take care of his own. He had said that 
his majesty was disposed to wait for the 
operation of the thinking part of the Rus- ^ 
sian community, rather than, in the first 
instifnea, to resort to measures which 
might have a result more disagreeable to 
that monarch. Thi> looked like iitimat- 
iiig, that he was, from his discowfented 
subjects, to meet tlie fate of his father, 
[a cry of no ! no!] If such were not the 
meaning of the riglit hon. secretary, he 
hoped that more care would in future be 
taken'm the wands employed. 

Mr. Secretary Canning said,he W'as mis¬ 
interpreted, and disdained the implication 
assign(‘d to him. 

At half past five (on Thursday morn¬ 
ing) tlie house divided, wdieii the numbers 
were, 
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Pyin, Francis 
Romilly, sir S. 
Russeli, lord W.. 
Send am ore, 11. P. 
^harp, Richard * 
Shelley, Timothy 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Smith, John 
Smith, W. 

Stanley, lord 
'J'liylor, M. A, 
Temple, earl 
Templeton, vis. 

T homp&on, Thomas 
Thornton, licnry 
Tierney, G.* 
Vernor, G. Gf V/ 
Walpole, G. 

Waid, J. W. 
WTsiern, C. Q. 
Wharton, .lobu 
Whitbread, Sam. 
Wdder, Fr, John 
^^blllalI 1 &, Owen 
\\'mdham, W. 


IlOLSE OF LOKlJS. 

Thursday, February 4. 

[D. SPITE WITH America.] Lorc^Crett- 
vi//c said,*he had a paper to move for, 
which might tend to enlighten atid guide 
the conduct and the discus.sions of that 
house, on chat mv)st important topic, our 
relations with America. It was with much 
anxiety and regret, Le continued toi look 
’ back at those ex}>reMons m his marsty^s 
speech, whare it wi s stated, that thi pre¬ 
sident of the Umted Stales had refulsd to 
ratify the 'iT^ty w'hich had been s^t out 
from this country to America. in¬ 
clined to believe there inaccu¬ 

racy in these expressions, which might 
lead to mischievous misconceptions. Their 
lordships were well aware, that the pre¬ 
sident of the Uni te(f States could *not, of 
his own authority, refuse to ratify a treaty 
of that kind ; and that such a refusal must 
preriously have the sanction of the Senate, 
&c. The pyncinal paper he should now' 
have the honour of moving for would be, 
the. Message of the Presiderft of the 28th 
of Oct. last to the Houses of Congress. It 
was not in his power to cojjitemplate the 
issue of our present discussions with Ame¬ 
rica" without uneasiness and apprehension, 
^guch bad^ been said the comparative« 
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distress which either country must expe- 
' rience from a rupture; some contending 
that America would suffer most; others, 
that England would be the greater loser, 
l^e should not attempt to appreciate the 
comparative evils of either as resulting 
from a state of hostility ; but he laboured 
under the melancholy conviction that the 
consequences of hostility would be ex- 
tuamely detrimental to both; and the re¬ 
flection that the one must suffer a great 
deal, by no means mitigated, in hbs mind, 
the hardships w'itli which, from the same 
cause, the other must be afllicted. Much, 
however, as he \va^ disposed to deprecate 
a war with America, he should never ihink 
of averting that evil by the surrender of 
any of the just rights of‘England, more 
especially of her maritime rights, to w hich 
she ov^eil aiiaost every thing. Sooner 
would he consent to jierish in a struggle 
for their assertion and conservation, than 
think of surrendering them in older to 
jjrevei^ tiiat struggle. Much better was 
It Jlo fail in the endeavour to maintain 
th*-m, than tamely und deliberately to 
surrender ttiat, from wliieh sjirung our 
proudest glory, from which chiefly flow'cd 
our strength and prosperity. He should 
still, notwithstanding, cherish the idea that 
the good sense and moderation of the two 
countries would obviate the necessity of 
an appeal to arms, and that their mutual 
interests would point out a safer and w'iser 
conduct to pursue. Such were his feelings 
respecting the relative situation of the two 
countries. We had already all Europe 
against us: we «!houid not be too eager to 
add America to the long and formidable 
catalogue of our enemies. The noble lord 
concluded with moving? That an humble 
Address be presented to his majesty, pray¬ 
ing, that he v\ould be graciously plefused to 
»give dSections that there be laid before 
the house a copy of the Message of the^ 
President of the United States of America 
of the 28th of Oct. last, to the Houses of 
Congress. • 

Lord Haiekcshiny said, he would not be 
led into any dLscassion of the points now. 
at issue between the two government!^, by 
any observations in which it had pleased 
the noble bariyt to indulge- He was as 
sensible as that noble lord could be, of 
tlie great importance of continuing oji a 
footing of friendship with America; but, 
highly as he valuwl the continuance of 
those relations of amity and good under¬ 
standing, lie could never think of pur¬ 
chasing it by the surrender of any of our 
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rights, much less of any of our maritime 
rights, upon which our very existence 
might be said to depend. At the same 
time, however, that he insisted on that 
resolution, he did not liesitatc to say, that| 
every thing would be done on the part of 
his majesty’s government to manifest a 
disposition to peace and moderation; in 
a word, every thing that could tetid, short 
of the sacrifices be had alreadv alluded* 
to, to maintain uninterrupted a good un- 
derstaiiduig with the United States oi‘ 
Aimuica. lie liad no objection to the 
produ tion of the [laper moved for by the 
noblt' liaion —The (juc^tion was tlnn put, 

•\\ ! O'^ived to. 

Uoid Ani'klarid next ro.^^e, to moVc that 
'heji' bo bud bcibre the house a copy of 
'he Uev e»*Mtion delivered to tlu American 
Ui« 'i'j)(*tk ntiaries b'’^ the P!cnipoteiiUjarK‘s 
(>i In.^ niajestv, in tlio nionlh of Dec. 1 Sb'O. 
\\ Ih‘ 11 tliai document was before tlie lemse, 
an onportimity would an c of justifv ing 
''t Orders in Council issued b'V liusnn- 
c' ty’"' late govt i oment, and which h'*? 
jiiajcsty had bt eu advised to rt preseru. 
;na«b'|uate to tbeiv purpose in the s|>e?ch 
with which, in In- ma|est\\ naiiu, th' 
coimnis.noiK'Vs had openctl the ])i'c<tiit 
s(‘>sion of parliament, lie coiit lud'd wkti 
ijif'Vmg fur the production of that ilo; u- 
ni(‘ut. 

Lord IlaiikisJnny ilid not see tlie neces¬ 
sity orpitaliu mg tlii> pajier. It was already 
bet'oro the world, and every udvantaue 
might be derived from u m arguiinmt 
w hicb the noble lord could w ish for. llis 
ohjef;llon to the production of it was chiefly 
an objei'tion of form ; for he was at a loss 
to see with what propriety a paper so in¬ 
timately connected with tlie Treaty itself 
could lie produced, while it wms not 
thought pr<»per or necessary to product* 
iheTicaiy itself. • 

✓^Lord JlolUmd w as snrpri^jinl to see t he 
noble secretary stop short so suddeidy in 
his career of concession ; and his surprize 
was still greater at the reason!^ assigned 
for it. The noble secretary refused to 
produce the instrument moved for by his 
noble friend ; and why ? because it hud 
had a close connection with the Treaty, 
which it was not thought paoper at pre¬ 
sent to produce. Yet, but a moment ago, 
he made no objection to the production of 
a paper moved for by another noble friemj 
of his; which paper, however;, had a much 
tioser connection with the Treaty than 
that to which he now objected. However 
public tlie paper might be, it was for the 
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dignity of that house, and for the conve- 
ihence'of discussion, to have it daid on 
their lordship’*; table by an*order of their 
own.—I’lie question was then put *and 
negatived. ^ , 

HOUSE OF CVIMMONS. 

Fridayy February 5. 

[E^PKniTioN TO Copenhagen.] Mr. 
Whitbread wished to know from the right 
hon. secretary for foreign affairs, whether 
he had any objection to lay before the 
house copies of the Letters from Jx hmft he 
hud read extrurts ma late debate, llew^as 
desirous to know' particubiriy wdictiier 
there was any objection to the production 
of the Letter from lord Howick to Mr. 
Uarlicke, and the letter from Mr. Rist, on 
the subject of the Orders in CJouncil, with 
lord How^ick’s answ er. It w as due in fair¬ 
ness iQ Uiat noble lord, as this last bad 
bteii much dwelt upon, to place it before 
be house in a full and unreserved toiai). 

Mr. Sccreiary wislied thiimon. 

g' lU. eitliLi to make a motion, or give no- 
1 e of one; he shouid then know wdiat 
an‘5v. r !> give. It was iiNual either to 
inaki* a t o.nmunlcalion on those subjects 
iq private coiivc'rsatiiui, or to gi\o a previ- 
Oils iiolu'c publicly.—Mr. W. then gave 
notice f(u- M<inday ; he did not want any 
private yoi\ersatlon. 

[():.npas in Council.] The Chancellor 
qf’the Kscheoarr uiovod, tliat the Tmuse do 
restive lUeif in o a coniniitlee of ways and 
means, and that the Orders in Council, 
[iriscuted to tlie house on the i’oth of Jan. 
('Ce p. 12d.) be referred to the said com¬ 
mittee^ ^ • 

LordjiJ/t7?n/ Petty had hoped, that before 
this inyion should be brought* forwTird, 
sepfe Aphmatory papers w^huldjiavc been 
produ(JLl,rvnd some explaiiatofy statemeitts 
made, to .’yijiove the doubts w4iich existed 
as to the lega!ity"’of the Orders themselves. 
Certainly, if there were doubts as to the 
l(‘g:dity, Hiose doubts ought to be remov¬ 
ed, beforg the sanction ^of parliament was 
asked for the Orders. *Ilis arguments in 
ihe present stage, would be dii'ected 
solely to the legality; for the policy of the 
Orders could be more conveniently can- 
va.ssed in the committee. He certainly 
felt great difficulty in entering into an ar¬ 
gument on this head. Unlearned as he 
was in the law, like the majority of the 
members of that house, he was perhaps 
unfit to form an opinion on the strict 
legal right. But since the majority of 
ifhe house must be made to feei and to 
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understand the legal right before they 
would Consent to give-their sanctibn> he, 
as well as any other might venture to state 
how far, according to his opinion, that lo¬ 
cality might hi^ dpubted. He certainly 
ielt how iriadi^quate he was to oppose the 
right hon. gent, on a question of law, and 
particularly when supported by all the 
other high legal authorities, who must 
necessarily have been consulted on .the 
drawing up of these Orders. But, no re¬ 
spect for any authority should deter him 
frotf/t ^jjpsing what he conceived to be 
contrary to the law of nations and the law' 
of the land. The privy council was limit¬ 
ed in respect to the Orders it might issue 
by the law of nations, as well as the Prize 
courts and the court of Admiralty ; and 
there as well as every where else,the exer¬ 
cise of the prerogative was limited by fixed i 
rules. This doctrine was sanct’oned hy 
the highest legal opinions. It ^^ou!d he 
foui^ in the celebrated letter referred to 
in tlw;duke of JVewcastie\s Paper,.respect¬ 
ing the Prussian ships, and signed by sir 
Dudley Ryder, and Mr. Murray the then 
attorney and solicitor general, "it was ex- 
prcs.sjy laid dovvn by these great autho¬ 
rities, that the court of privy council was 
subject to the law of nations as well as tlie 
Prize court and the court of Admiralty. 
There w^as, besides, the principkvthut go¬ 
vernment was never to interf(T?in .such 
cases, add that no instructions were given 
to Judges. It was the opinion of lord 
Eldon, expressed on an appeal in the last 
war, that the Orders of Coiuu i! vore no¬ 
thing hut a definition of what was at that 
fiine4ieldto be the law of natlonsljt was 
therefore now afair'iiiatti’i* of inf|uiry, how 
far the provisions of the 0^1er^ in tonncil 
now before th(* house w'ere consistAt wi|h 
thf^ law oflTStions and the law* of ti?. land. 
Whatever li^xtraordinary doctjyprs vniglit 
arise out of the cirrumstafTces of the times, 
and whatever extraordinary ac^s might 
arise out of tho.se doctrines, it could never 
be allowed that th© privy council should 
arrogate to itself wliat w'as the business of 
parliament. It was not consistent with 
the law of nations to seize the ships of 
netitrals, nor could a mere principle of 
retafiation upon a third party justify such 
a seizure. ITie Order in Council of the 
7th Jan. last year, (p. 12d)* was in retali¬ 
ation for a Decree of the French govern¬ 
ment. That decree consis^|id of two parts, 
one of which went to prevent the con¬ 
sumption or admission of English goods, 
the (jther to place the British Islaudy 


in a state of blockade. This last was 
indeed a vain boa.st : it was incapable 
of execution, and no ^attempt had been 
ever made to execute it. He under- 
.stood it to be a doctrine held by the 
best writers on jurisprudence, that when 
a principle was laid down, and not acted 
upon, that, as to all practical eftect, it 
ought to be considered as null and void. 
I*For this maxim he had the highest auilio- 
rity, that of sir William Scott, the Judge 
of the Admiralt}^ court, w'ho, if he miglit 
trust to Robinson's Reports (\>hich from 
their accuracy were no less valuable to the 
students of law, thanto the classical reader, 
by perpetuating the perspi(*uous, chaste 
and elegant style in which the judgiiieiirs 
in that court were delivered), had laid it 
down as a part of the law of nations, that 
a siniji^e deelaration of placing a port in 
a staUiof blockade, did not (onstiime a 
blockade without some fact to support it. 
lie wished to know therefore, n la I her 
Buonaparte's declaration had been sup¬ 
ported by any fact between the time it was 
issued and the 11th of Nov. the date of the 
Orders in Ooimcil; and in particular, whe¬ 
ther its operation had ever been extended to 
America, the power wdiich was more im¬ 
mediately alfeeted, both by his decree 
and the measures by wdneh it had been 
combated on the part of the government 
of this country. As far as his informa¬ 
tion AV( nt, it never had been acted ujjon, 
and that, in an explanation given !>> I\]. 
*l)('*'rcs to general Armstrong, the Ameri- 
ean minister at Pari^, the latter iiad re¬ 
ceived an assurance, that it never was tin; 
intention of the French government to 
extend its operation t^o American ^hips. 
At any rate, it would not only have been 
wi.so in the government of thrs country, 
h^it it weis absolutely incumbent on it to 
waittTll it saw the event; and such was the 
spirit with whiwh the Order in (’ouncil of 
the 7th of .Jan. 1807, was dictated. It 
was impossible for neutrals to complain of 
this Ord<*r, because it was only car¬ 
rying into rigorous elFect the rule of war 
of 1766, which,had been since relaxed, 
and it was at the same time, that kind of 
retaliation from which the enemy suifered 
the mo.st, bcoouse it put an effectual stop 
to the whole of his coasting trade. 
Government, too, then reserved to .itsell* 
the power of recurring to measures of 
still greater severity, should they be found 
to be necessary. But ministers thought 
it wise at that time, and he wd.slied tho.se 
now in power had followed ftieir example# 
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.o unit lil! the intentions of the enemy 
»vor(‘ still lurther developetl, till the eifect 
)f tile 111 ensure then iido|ited was lully 
ned, and till a case, not merely of right, 
)ut of cxjiedloiicy, was made out, for 
lining recourse to others of a more e:;- 
eiuled and vigorous nature. For, even 
uipposing that France had attempted to 
;i\ e eiiect to her decree, it did not follow 
liat it would have lici ii wise and pro[)er 
o is^ue tlie Orilers of the 11th of Nov. 
\\\^ had our interests as well as our [las- 
Mons to consult ; and he was afraid that 
HI the score of jiolicv it would be as difli- 
jiilt t»j vlndieatt' them as on the grounds 
>1’ legality. But this was matter of after 
jonsideratioii. The (picstioii to wdiich he 
low called the attention of the house, was 
dimply wlu'tlier they were lawful or not, 
iiul he coiUended, upon the doctrine lie 
!idd laid down, and the authorities he had 
{iiol(Hl in support of them, as long as liuo- 
iuparte ditl not carry his' Decree into 
. xtcution, they wer(! not only not lavvful 
auL unnecessary. If he w'as rightly in-® 
formed, the Decree never had lieen exe- 
ruled, but in as far as related to the inte¬ 
rior of France and thosi' countries imme- 
li.iti ly under her dominion and influfuico. 
In those countries all English property 
iiad bciMi confiscated, but he did not even 
xiiow ttiatthe measuie of ( onfisc atiuii had 
Deiai extended to the vessels in w*hi('h it 
a as imported. Now, a confiscation of 
L iieinies properly was a measure wlucli 
Ihid been rcsoru d to in other wars, anil 
though it was a strong indication of a hos¬ 
tile mind in the party who resorted to it, 
lie (lid not iliink that we had any great 
reason to complain of it, much loss did it 
give us a right to call upon neutrals to in¬ 
terfere between us and the enemy. All 
that we could i xpcctof Aincrit a w as, that 
she should resist the capture of American 
ships at sea, and this preteiifslon was en¬ 
tirely renounced by M. Deeres, in his ex¬ 
planation to general Armstrong. For as 
to the Dccreee of the 18th of Sept, pub- 
hdied under the authority of the chief 
judge Rcgnier, it certainly never had 
been acted upon; as a proof of it, the 
noble loi;d quoted Buonaparte’s last De- 
t;iec, issued at Milan, in coiislhquence of 
hie J3ritish Orders in (’oimcil, w'here he 
<lenationalizes, as lie calls it, all ships that 
liiive touched at a British port; which he 
"ould not have thought it necessary to 
Inive done, Rad this been the intention and 
of his foiwr Decree. Nothing thcre- 
he contended; could justify us in re- 
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tajiating upon America an-act of hostility, 
which w as directed by our enemy, not 
against neutrals, but against us—his /^p- 
])onents in the contest. Nor was the mea¬ 
sure moi e ilh'gal in jirlnciple, than in se¬ 
veral of its details. In looknig into the 
Order, Ik^ iound that neutrals w'cre not to 
be permitted to re-export particular com¬ 
modities therein enumerated, none of 
wdii( h were contraband of war, without a 
licence, which licence was to be granted 
by minist(’rs, and paid for of course 
which w^as a more extraordinary regula¬ 
tion still, that every shij) carrying a cer- 
tiheate that the cargo was not British 
|)roducc or manufacture, though accord¬ 
ing to the existing law of nations there 
might be no objection either to cargo or 
tlie place of her destination, was to lie 
seized and ’l)rought into an English port. 
Till" government of France had decreed 
that every ship coming into a French port 
should bring a certificate attesting thatVer 
carsro wMs ’ not the produce eitlier of the 
British soil or of British industry : and 
what w as our measure of retaliation r One 
would expect, tliat no ship should enter a 
BritLsh port w'llhout a certificate tliat her 
cargo was ikjI French produce or manu¬ 
facture. Instead of this, liowever, mi¬ 
nisters had declared every ship carrying 
a ceitlfiCjAe liable to capture; and this 
tiny termed a measure of retaliation 1 
Tlu‘y would not surely assert that such 
;i legulation was conformahle to law: 
so far from it, tliat he was prepared 
to maintain, that it was not only con¬ 
trary to many old existing statutes, Jmt 
was inc<mipatil)le with’the spirit of the 
constitution. It was part of the.^ liberty 
of the suiject that he should Jiave free ac¬ 
cess to s4angers, and the bettc::-..T> secure 
this, that Strangers should have free access 
U) him. It'^w as one of the express provi¬ 
sions of Magna Charta, tliat merchants 
should not be obstructed on the lilghseas ; 
and sir Edward Coke, in his commentary 
on this clihise, expressly stated, that if 
their entry into our ports was not prohi¬ 
bited by act of parliament, it was uncon¬ 
stitutional to prevent them from enterings 
In many subsequent laws, the same pro¬ 
vision was made for the security of fo¬ 
reigners, a securky which did not extend 
merely to their persons, but to their body 
and goods. In support of this doctrine, the 
noble lord quotejthe 9th, 14th and 18th of 
Eciw. III. and likewise the 2dth of the same 
rei^n, where it was positively eitacted, 
that no ship shall be arrested on th^ high 
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teas, on compeHed to come to Englanii, 
without the consent of the^ master of the 
ship or cargo. He would ask, then, if all 
these statutes, with many of a later date, 
had been repealed, or if they had not 
been infringed upon by the Orders in 
Council now before the house ? There was 
another circumstance which* he copld not 
allow to pass unnoticed; viz. the time at 
which'these Orders w^ere issued, ll would 
surely have been prudent, while a delicate 
ypgortaiit iiegociatioii was pending 
with America, to have abstained from any 
proceedings which might tend to frustrate 
its object. It would lia\c been prudent to 
have seen what elFcct miglu be produced 
by the reparation offered for the affair of 
the Chesapeake, before they excited fresh 
animosity by an act, inconsistent, not only 
w ith the law of nations, but with ex¬ 
isting treaty between this country and 
America. The treaty lately negociated 
in 1»js country, and which had^ not been 
ratified by the president of tlie United 
States, was not before the house, and 
therefore he should not quote it. He would 
only remark, in |)assing, that the refusal 
of the president to ratify it, was no pror>f 
that it had not been ratified, because this 
depended, by the forms of the American 
Constitution, upon the Senate, and not 
upon the President. But withoi^ entering 
upon tlrat subject now, he asserted that the 
Orders in Council were a positive in¬ 
fraction of the treaty concluded between 
lord Grenville and Mr. Jay, in which it 
W'as expressly stipulated, that from the cir¬ 
cumstances of American ships ijot being 
supposed to kno^what port.s were block¬ 
aded, and what hot, they were to be al¬ 
lowed to proceed on their voylge, and 
V'ere not^^ be brought into Bngl Ah [lorts; 
whereas by the Orders in j^uncil they 
were to be detained and brou^ in. Ther^ 
only one more high legal authority 
with which he would at present trouble 
the house by referring to, and that was 
the opinion of lofd chief justic^ Hale, who 
was allowed to be one of the most learned 
and enlightened judges that ever graced 
the annals of this country. On this sub¬ 
ject, thatilearned judge observed, that se- 
vej^l ads of parliament having provided 
and made it not only ‘lawful, but ad¬ 
vantageous, for foreigners to bring their 
ships and goods into the govts of th is king¬ 
dom, unless an act of parliament should 
afterwards be made to shut them out, no 
her j^wer in the county can do it; ard 
under such sanction and authority 
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entered into the ports of this kingdom, no 
power exists in it of preventing their going 
out of port again, but an act of parliament. 
In the present measures, the privy council 
had first done an act which nothing but 
parliament could do, and then bylicenc(‘, 
they had given a pow^er to dispense with 
that which their own order was meant to 
effect. In tlie event of any such cases, it 
was allowed, that it could only he sutU red, 
in particular points, such as the impor¬ 
tation of provisions, and similar acts of 
great iiecessity ; but by no means did 
the law even countenance, much less tole¬ 
rate, the receiving of money for the ob¬ 
taining of lii‘ouccs. How could minis¬ 
ters expect their conduK to be sanctioned, 
by referring their acts to a committee of 
ways ,and means, when those acts weie 
in opposition to the law of ivatiuiis 
and the law of the land, to good policy, 
and the express stipulations of treaties, 
to the express rules of the prize courts, 
^and the courts of admiralty ? It was 
extieniely improper, to bring fov\Mird 
a motion of the nature of that now 
before the house, tdl his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters had cbtaimd a Bill of Indemnity, 
and till the Orders in Council had them¬ 
selves been sanctioned. Sir James Mar¬ 
riott, who had so long presided in the 
Admiralty Court, had declared, that the 
justice of that court W'as to be adminis¬ 
tered like all others, \\ ithout reference to 
apy orders or instructions from the crown, 
or to any limitations, except those imposed 
by act of parliament. Upon these estab¬ 
lished principles of public law, acknow- 
ledgt'd as the standard of the conduct of 
the British courts of public administration, 
upon the acts and statutes, and authorities 
|•he had cited, he felt it his duty, leaving 
the^olicy of the measure out of the ques¬ 
tion, and reserving it for the committee, 
where it might be more conveniently 
brought forward, to declare against the 
Orders ♦in Council. He considered it 
highly derogatory to the character of the 
country to see such things with'indiffer¬ 
ence ; things'contrary to all law, and hut 
to be justified by any principle of retalia¬ 
tion upon eqemies. Till the right hon. 
gent, should convince the house of the 
propriety of these acts, by reference to 
books of public law and tne statute booki 
till he and his colleagjues should hare sub¬ 
mitted reasons to justify a Bill of IndOm- ^ 
nity, and till such a bill should have been 
passed, the motion now offered was highly 
improper. 
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The CJiancdlor of the Exchequer was 
ready to admit, that in the view the noble* 
lord had taken, and conceiving as the no¬ 
ble lord did, that the law of nations and 
the municipal law of the land had l)c4n 
violated, the noble lord was right in re- 
fpiiring explanation on these heucls, before 
lie agreed to the Speaker’s leaving the 
chair. The noble lord wished now to ar¬ 
gue the legality of these Orders in CouTi- 
l il, and to reserve the question of policy 
to another stage of the busiiw^ss. But as 
the legality w as so far Iroin being decisive 
as to the policy, in the noble lord’s opi¬ 
nion, the [lolicy might as well be discussed 
first, and the legality after. The objec¬ 
tions in point of law would not })C found 
50 strong as the noble lord had stated 
them. With respect to the principle that 
tlh'law of nations did not athnit of any 
variation, not by the privy council, as 
the noble lord had by mistake stated, but 
by the king in council, he was n acly to 
allows that the prerogative was in that 
case limited and regulated b^ the sinnc 
rules of ])ublic h.nv as in c> ery other. 
It ^v^as th(* exercise of the king’s preroga- i 
five of w’ar. lie was free to admit, tluit 
neither the prerogative of the king in 
council, nor yet an act of parliament, nor 
any othtT act of any individual nation, 
could change the general huv of nations, 
established and acted upon by general 
consent. Thus, if the thing could be 
legally done at all, it was as legally done 
now as it could be with the consent oY 
parliament. Whatever right there was, 
might !)(* as fairly exercised by the prero¬ 
gative of the crown, the nation being at w ar, 
as enforced by t^ie legislative /.luthority. 
The measures that were now in force w ere 
suggested'by the proprii'.ty of retaliating 
the aergres.sions of the enemy. It w as ex- 
traorclinary, after the example set*by th^ 
.-late administration, thaU the noble lord 
condemned in opjjosilion what he had as a 
minister sanctioned and approved. The 
noble lord said, that w^hat wlis done by 
the French Decree of Nov. w ns mere mat- 
.ter of regulation, affecting only the inter¬ 
nal regulations wnth respect to British 
merchandize. If the noble lord thought 
really so, ho was right in maintaining and 
defending his opinion. But, w'hat was to 
be lamented was, that the noble lord w^as 
not of the sanie opinion now and w hen in 
office. The Order in Council, restricting 
the coasting trade of France by means of 
neutrals, was a proof that the late minis¬ 
ters conceited the Order to be executed 
Yqj.. X, . 


beyond the bounds of niere internal regu¬ 
lation. If this w as the sjentiment of the 
late ministers, then what had hanpened 
since to make them think diffci^iitly ? 
Was it the late decree*? It was hard, in¬ 
deed, that having the authority of those 
who professed mildnesj? in justification of 
this rigour, those who had avowed the ne- 
ces.'fity of more active measures, should 
140 w be condemned for having followed 
up what that authority sanctioned. He 
rclerr(id lo former times thus far,, only to • 
shew that the policy now' enffyTc^l had 
been recognised and acted upon by the 
late ministers. The decree of Buonaparte 
declared the British islands in a state of 
blo(‘kade, and subjected British property 
to confiscation. This was certainly, as 
far as regarded the blockade, a vain anc^ 
empty boast. The noble lord stated, on 
the* misconceived authority of his learn¬ 
ed friend (sir Win. Scott), that a declara¬ 
tion of blockade, if not follow'ed u]^by an 
actual •blockade, w^as of no force# in law. 
That might lie the ctisc with respect to a 
single ]K)rt; but when a whole country 
was declared in a stale of blockade, tlie 
inability to enforce that blockade in its 
full extent, proved that the declaration 
was intended to lay a ground for the in¬ 
fliction of the consequent penalties. The 
Frenc^ decrees allcdged as the ground on 
which lhc\" proceeded, the fact^of our de¬ 
claring and considering as blockaded, 
ports before which there was not a single 
Birtisli ship of war, and on the extension 
of that principle they declared our whole, 
enquire to be blockaded. Not a step was 
taken on our part tojcounteract this prin¬ 
ciple, till it w'as acted upon and enforced 
by the enemy. The nobltj ^rd had no 
autlRVdty to bear him out. Jf the noble 
lord U'Jis puToarod to contend, that the 
enemy’sHlerrce did not admH the meaning 
his majesty’a ministers affixed to it, w'hat 
did it mean? But wdien thov saAv how it 
was worded and executed, it vv as too much 
to conV'ttd, that urijpss the decree for 
blockading the British islands was sup¬ 
ported by a blockailing force, encircling 
these islands, so as to make the appro^ich 
to any jvort of them ha:i:arctous, it was not 
to be regarded as of force. Fr.nico assert¬ 
ing, that we [\ut ports in a state of block-* 
ade without a blockading force, and as*- 
suraing the right of opposing au enemy 
wdth every ar4 and every weapon he 
published the blockade of the wHoIe Bri¬ 
tish islands. What w'as To be inferred 
•from this, but that, without shipj to 
•Y 
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/ visions of it, svUiciently proved that no 
(louht was entertained by them on the 
contended that the 


the approach to our conb'ts hazardous, the 
enemy \Voidd assume the right to rietaiif 
vessels approaching them, ruhcnevcr he 
could catcli them. All trade in English 
goods Vi as prohihitcd, and all such goods, 
wherever fou;id, wore declared lawful 
prize. But the noble lord said, this was of 
no moment, as the internal execution of the 
Decree in France, was all that was intend¬ 
ed. It was rather singidar, ho^^ ever, tjut 
the fir^t news of the publication of the 
Decree at Berlin, reached this country ^ 
witlVeniJVceoiuu of its having been rigor¬ 
ously enforced at Hamburgh-—Hamburgh 
then, as the noble lord hinted across the 
table, under the power of France, but re¬ 
duced under that power for the express 
purpose of enforcing the extreme rigour 
of this Decree against British commerce 
*, and British goods. The sanctity of every 
neutral flag was, forsooth, to be mpst pere- 
moniously respected at sea; and every 
right.and every principle of neutral ter¬ 
ritory ,was to be invaded and viidated by 
land. The distinction of the noble lord 
was the more extraordinary, afi the rigour 
of the terms of the Decree seemed to ap¬ 
ply more to property at sea; and the 
execution was so rigorously enforced on 
land, vsliere it might have been supposed 
not intended to be enforced at all. Let 
the house recollect the French minister 
Bourienne's declaration at IIa)hburgh, 
that all ti’ho carried on trade with Eng¬ 
land supported England ; that it wa.s on 
that account the French were compelled, 
however reluctantly, to take possession of 
Hamburgh ; that all English goods mus*^ 
be produced by the Ilamburghers for the 
purpose of being confiscated, and that in 
48 hours, domiciliary visits would be paid, 
and military pinishments inflicted |On the 
dwobcdieiilS Was this confining tWe ope¬ 
rations of the Decree to French JoiTitoiy ? 


subject. But it was 
\>hole of the reasoning deduced from these 
facts was done away by the representation 
made by the French minister of Marine, 
Deeres, to general Armstrong. This was 
the revocation with which neutrals ought 
to iiavc been satisfied ; w hich should have 
induced this country to refrain from any* 
measure of retaliation! Deeres stated 
it as his opinion-(his opinion merely, not 
his knowledge), that the Decree did not 
alter the practise of neutral navigation ; 
that it dill not aficct the American con¬ 
vention with Franco, nor alter the exist¬ 
ing mode of mariiime capture. After 
having stated this as his'opinion, his un¬ 
authorized opinion, he proceeded to ex¬ 
plain some of the secondary articles of the 
Decree, but on the most material point 
referred gen. Armstrong to the minister 
of external relations ! It bcin^ evident, 
therefore, that the tendency of this French 
Decree was such as he had stated it, he 
maintaim d that wt had a complete right 
to retaliate upon the enemy their own 
measures ; that if the enemy declared we 
should have no trade; we had a right to 
declare that they should have no trade; 
that if the enemy proclaimed British ma¬ 
nufactures good prize, we had a right to 
declare French manufactures and produce 
good prize. Who were* interested in this 
subject and capable of appreciating it ^ 
In (he first place, the enemy; secondly, 
the gentlemen opposite who formed the 
last admiiustration; thirdly, the coun¬ 
try at large, as existing m their represen¬ 
tatives in that house ; and Iburthly, J»cu- 
tral nations. 1 he opiiVion of the first was 
the least material, hut still when it was 
considered how large ajiortion of the con¬ 
tinent of Europe w^as under tlic dominion 
In what nianner did Buonaparte himself f of the enemy, it became of some conse- 


explain the Decree ‘ in answer to the re¬ 
monstrance from the merchants of Ham¬ 
burgh, who stated, that a great jiart of 
the goods seized,* actually belonged to 
them, and that the measures he w as pur- 
•uing were pregnant with greater ruin to 
hilnself than to his enemy ? To destroy 
the comp^rce of the vile English/' said 
illdliifery possible way, is my object, 
in my power ] 1 wish to ruin 
iroJ^trgh ; for that w'ould promote the 
fhtctioii of English commerce.'^ The 
biKtruction put upon tfiis Decree by 
Other countries, by Spain for instance, in 
he manner in which she adopted the pro» 


cjuencc to know w hat he had professed to 
be a principle of the km of nations. He 
had prof(*ssed that by tlie law of nations a 
country had a right to oppose its enemy 
with his own w capons. As far, therefore, 
us Buonaparte was concerned, his iiiajes- 
ly’s government were warranted in their 
proceeiiings /m the principles w^hich he 
himself had professed ; unless he founded 
his argument on the assertion that w^e had 
first infringed the law, by imposing a 
blockade. What he meant by that was 
not very evidemt; proliahly the, blockade 
of unexampled extent, formed, and meri¬ 
toriously formed, by the administration in 
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jrhich the noble lord opposite bore so c//v- 
tingiiishcci apart, from the Elbe to Brest .— 
Fie came now to the scc(nicl opinion, that 
of the iQsSt administration. lie ^^as <le.- 
siroiis to shew the house, that if there wel 
jnoanin^f in words, or consistency in men, 
unless the Order of the 7lh of .Ian. could 
he interpreted away, as it had been at¬ 
tempted to iiiterj)ret away the I'l eiK h De¬ 
cree, ills majesty’s present govennnciifj 
in issuing the OrdiTS under diseiKsion, 
had a ri^dit to be peffectly sati.dled, that 
however the policy of them might lie 
tjuestioned by those who were parlies to 
the former Order, to the prlnci[)le they 
could ha\o no ol||eclion. lie could also 
adduce the authority of that house in con¬ 
firmation of his oj)inioii. On his owm 
motion for the formal produetioa of the 
Order of the 7th of Jan. a long discussion 
liad taken place. Not one word did he 
or luiy other member urge against the jus¬ 
tice or the legality of that Order. It was 
distinctly argued as a question of policy ; 
and it was contended by the gentlemen op¬ 
posite, that the principle on which it pro- 
< ceded was not further extended, because 
at that time a furtlier extension was un¬ 
necessary, but that nothing would pre¬ 
vent such an extension should it become 
requisite. lie read the preamble of the 
Order, w hich asserted precisely the right 
which his majesty’s present ministers now^ 
asserted, the right of retaliation. Intleed, 
what eisc could it be ? For all that reci- 
t«il could never have been made, mccelv* 
for the purpose of asserting a right, which 
the ordinary usage of war enabled us to 
tixercisc. The arguments, therefore, of 
the noble lord, ^ore as strongly against 
the Order of the late administration a.s 
against the Orders of the present. Ad¬ 
verting to the noble lord’s reference'to 
tile order of 17.5t), be contended, fhat h(^ 
•Was completely mistaken hi that reference. 
The coasting trade of France was prohi¬ 
bited in 1750, on this distinct ground, 
that neutrals had no right to carry on 
that coasting trade for France in war, 
.which France would liave carried on her¬ 
self in peace. With respect to the nature 
of the retaliation, was it to be confined 
exactly to the course pursued by the ene¬ 
my t If tlie principle of right to retaliate 
were admitted, it must also be admitted 
that we had a right to chuse our mode pf 
retaliation; otherwise, in many instances, 
retaliation would only enforce the destruc¬ 
tion of the power retaliating. Suppose a 
fortress was nesiegedj this fortress supplied 


/ nit/i water by two streams proceeding 
lYroin a neutral country ; and sufflJOse that 
[ the besiegers entered the neutral country, 
and diverted the channel ol one of •these 
streams, w^ould it be, advisable retaliation 
for the besieged to enter tli^neatral coun¬ 
try, and divert the channel of the other 
stream ? The French had declared Fmg- 
iaiid should'have no trade with them; we 
dc^dared that then tiicj^ should have no 
trade at all.—Wifli regard to neutrals, it 
was au unfounded assertion, that though 
we had a right to injure the eiie '.r^, we 
had no right to injure the enemy by means 
that would be pri judicial to ncutial potv- 
ers. The last administration by their own 
Order acknowledged this assertion to be 
unfounded ; that order Avas prejudicial to 
neutrals, but were they culpable for that ? 
Certainly not. The question in a case of 
I this*kiMd was, is the injury to neutral 
Powers only consequential on measures 
directed against the enemy, or is the mea¬ 
sure originally directed against jifeutral 
[lowers ? The conduct of the last admi¬ 
nistration, in blocking up a whole river, 
one side of which was occupied by neu¬ 
tral powers, proved that they admitted 
the justice of this doctrine.—It had been 
conUmded, that we should have waited to 
the effect of the French Decree on 
n<*utr;d powers ; or whether France in¬ 
tend ed*to put it in force. The last admi¬ 
nistration liad not done so. Deiihvark had 
remori.'strated against the Order of the 7th 
of Jail, as injurious to her trade, and went 
so fiir as to say she would resist it. In 
the s[)eech of the president of the United 
States, it w^as described as a gross*viola¬ 
tion of the law of nations. If, therefore, 
the gentlemen opposite did not abandon 
their own principles, or say that they did 
not i^ean to [)ut in force tfie moa-Aire 
which they had promulgatod, they had 
no right to accuse his majesty’s present 
ministers of precipitation.—He trusted he 
had satisfied the house, that the principle, 
of thesc^Orders in Council was completely 
justified by the law of nations, ’ and that, 
as measures of war, they were also consti¬ 
tutionally justifiable, having been taken by 
the head of the executive government in 
the due exercise of his royal prerogative, 
—But the noble lord also contended^ that 
these Orders \vere illegal, and a violation 
of Magna Charta, and the statutes of Ed¬ 
ward III. answer rested on the same 
grounds as to the former objections 
they were measures of war which the king 
•was entitled by prerogative to, take, and 
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with whicli it x^its never intended that 
those statutes shouid interlere. dhe 
1vo^kl nut be Ijusiifiable in d:aking such 
Uieaswes for finaucia], for coiniiiereia], or 
for political cxpccjicncy only. This ijiter- 
fercnce with neutral property, had neces¬ 
sarily been the practice ofali foiincr wars, 
or how could auy hlorkade hav(^ l) 0 (’n 
efJccted? By every l)lucku(le 's^c jiad in¬ 
terfered >vith neutral powers, since v\e 
had threatened the shi|>s of neutral na¬ 
tions ill the port blockaded with confisca- 
rion, iUthey attempted to quit it. If liis 
Majesty's present ministers had violated 
the statutes of Kdn\ Ill. and particu¬ 
larly the QJutth ni Bdw. HI. to which the 
noble lord called his attention v\!th so 
much ctnjiha'^is. no les.s liad they been vio¬ 
lated by the noble lord und his friends. 
5iut, the fact was, by neither ]);irtv had 
tliey been violated, for they relat/ni to a 
state of peace and not of war. With res¬ 
pect to th(* steps taken in C()nse(iucnro ol 
the In/nch ( Vrtificates'of Origin,^signerl 
by a French consul, and given to neutral 
vessels, for the purpose ot prevent ijig their 
seizure by French cuaii^ers; if by accept¬ 
ing these certificates neutrals gave elleet 
to tlic measures of France-, we had un¬ 
doubtedly a right to retaliate. As to any 
interfere.nce which the Orders in Council 
might have with the navigation hnvs, he 
wished that subjei t to be distincny ar¬ 
gued ; Init not on that night. Consider¬ 
ing the extent of those laws, it was not 
impossible but some part of them might 
have been infringed. But if they wore 
interfered with, it tvas only, as tlicy fre- 
€]ueutl 3 ^ had been before, in instj^nces in 
which pariianieiit sometimes thought in¬ 
demnity ne*iessary for the measures that 
had been adofjtttd, and sometimes recog¬ 
nized the legality of those me-,]^ures. 
Uven l^ad he been aware, when those Orders 
were originally issued, that they violated 
some of the provisions 'of the navigation 
laws, that w^oukl not have withheld him 
from their adiqition.—Another topic on 
which the noble lord hail declaimed was, 
that by these Orders we had violated our 
Ti-eatv with America. Was that to be 
called a treaty wliich was not ratified— 
which was returned to this counirj-, with 
a dcclaratiqn iJjat unless additional con- 
^ cessions ^.^ part were introduced into 
be ratified? Were we 
' ; 'here to the »tipuJation.s uf this 
5 it w^as concluded, and while it. 
ting backwawls and forwards, from 
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imitation of the noble lord, be would $ay a 
few words, at present, on the policy of tlm 
Orders : Wiiat was the state of the two 
countries of (i. Ikitain and France with 
“(lispfct to trade r Previous to the jssii- 
ig of Orders in Council, France enjoyed, 
y the assistance of neutials, as great ad¬ 
vantage's of trade as ve possessed w’itli 
our triuMipliaiit navy. Our navy, indeed, 
ai? belligerent, was neutralized, and ren¬ 
dered useless by muitial ships carrying to 
France all that it was*^i in porta ut for France 
to obtain. This had been the case for so 
long a period, tinit even prior to the De¬ 
cree of the ‘Jlst of Nov. it might have 
been matter of delicate inquiry, whether 
tills eoimtry ought not to have resorted to- 
the measure of ITdti. fiut surely the 
iiolile lord must see, that after the issuing 
of the Decree of the 21 si of Nov. a much 
stronger measure was necessary. Otlier- 
w'ise l-’rench property conveyed in neutial 
bottoms, would have been safe; British 
pro])ci1v in danger.—It liad lieen declared, 
that tlic French Decree w^as a d<*ad letter, 
and that it was easily evaded. He was well 
aw are, that the certificates of origin gave 
opportunities, by the assistance of forgery 
and [lerjiiry, for the introduction of our 
goods on the continent. 8uch practices, 
howTver, were not to be encouraged; 
and so far from its being a dead letter, 
France was, from time to time, supplied 
hy new provisions for the deficiencies of the 
Decree. The difierent coasts had been 
ItnciF with troops, and other means of 
improvement from time to time recurred 
to.—Among tile arguments which liad 
been urged against the Orders in Council, 
it had been contended^^^ that they w^ere 
the cause of the distress which our manu¬ 
facturers ox|)crlenced. It had been said, 
tha*l France had shut the door against our 
commetee, and that we had bolted it. 
But every one who was at all ac([uainted ' 
with the subject, must know that tlie pres¬ 
sure which our manufacturevS sustained, 
was untecectent to the promulgation of the 
Orders, and that it original ed in the 
French Decree. If we entertained a hope, 
that the great inconvenience sustained by 
the continent for want of British manu¬ 
factures, might produce a resistance to 
tliose measures oi’ the French government, 
by wliich they were excluded, our policy 
evvlenily was by increasing that iiieoii- 
venience, trwndeavour to force a market. 
It was impossible to say wliat extent 
the arbitrary power of France might com- 


viZ V t irom «je armtrary power ot France might com- 

^ ^ tbe^lobeio the other In {• pel the oouiHrks under W^eaiinioni to 
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to thciv own ruin. If France quenccs (light be highly injurious to 
c(^n!cl ox{:Iik]c our ^oods from the eonti* Doth coitries. He recommended these 
noivt, tlu‘y would Imvo he«u excluded had consicUMtions to the attention of any hon. 
our Orders never apiK'ared. If they n cre. £»ent. wh might be preparinff to support 
excluded, we must IcMjk to the rest of the* the nol) lord's argumjRntSi The British 

xvorld, h)r the trade witli which by those governi?nt had been activated by no* 
very Orders, ^^e had secured a monopoly.J spirit ojealousy or hostility against neu- 
JJv that trade we must endeavour to comjr tral p^ers, more particularly against 
jjrjisale oursedves for the loss of.^oiitl? Ameni. Tlioy had merely done that 
iH’iital commerce.—With regard to tlnj whjeh; was it was their duty to dOj in 
e(h'('l \AhK:h the^e Orders might h;we on coiiseo?fice of the measures that had 
our relations witli America, that/was a been iopted by the cmemy for the des- ^ 
snost important subject. Some persons truclii of the country. * •'* 

iip|)rch<Mided, tJiat they might iu'^uce Dr[y/^/mic<? contended, that all the ar- 
America to go to war with ns. He trusted guineas which had been used by his right 
not ; he believed not : no one woidd re- hon. fiend, made in favour of the priuci-- 
uret such an event more than himself, pies Vaintained by his noble friend. If 
\ ie n as iar from entertaining the mistaken ever,'iere was a crisis, wdien no measure 
idea, that avo might redeem our on n losses of ngnitude, that might alVect the great 
by the sidlerings of America. Loss to intciltsof f^ie country,ought to pass wkh^ 
Ami f ica n us loss to (}. Britain. He wish- out |« swlulous attention of parliament, 
f*(i to [ui veiit nar with America, for it wHhe present. The Orders in. Cotin- 
aithough the mischiefs wlilch America cil s^uld be considered in thne© pointa 
would suth r by nar, must first bo ftJt by of ■^w: dst. As to their 9ini|ll}ju;ity or 
In r, they would eventually be felt by us. comjexity; 2dly, As to their legality 
'J'lie prosperity of 7\.nierica was the pros- aceding to the munici|ial law Of the 
penty of Great Brimin, and he was as coufy; and 3dly, As to their legality 
anxious to preserve peace with America, acc^ing to the law of piations. The 
coiisisteiitiy with the rights and interests mm|cr and variety ijf fjhlers and 

of tins country, as any man. As lie ho])ctI cxpJ:iatory orders much €om^ 

that peace might be preserved, so he bo- pl^^y and confusioii|' Ifeere were 

boved that it Avould be preserved; for, inaij obj^'tions to 

if any enlightened view existed in Anw- som ofw'hich their legality, 

rka of the prmci[>le of ilie measttires Tlielinterference with*the freedom and 
whkh we had adopted, it was impossible secifty of foreign merchants >vas incon- 
that they could be the cause of war. »It ’ sistejk with the provisions of INTagna 
was impossible tliat the Amt'ricans could Chaja, w’hich ordained, tlw^J .cvery faci- 
look^ihe Orders in Council without per- lityjliould be given to merchants 
Gei|y4)wiii them many instances of caution tradig in merchandise, tMlfmblice jh’o- 
nol^^re America. There were vari- hihi^ that is, by pos^p^law. But the 
ous exceptions in diminution of the effect illedity of the OrwrifCiSi Ws miiXl, arose 
of those Orders, w hich showed that we priiipally from the ftbuse of tlie 

were desirous of doing as little injury t?> Act[f the iSd of ^majesty; that pro-* 
America as possible. If the noble*lord, ^ceedlgonaprecedj^inthc latewar,wiiich 
o<i a review of the arguments that had authiised the a^j^ision of certain articles, 
just been urged, or on a recollection of his indis^nsable direct from enemies 

former im|$^(^ions on the subject, came portswhich aJrfilCles were to be specified 
to doubt Wther he w^as justified in in thl specification 

<‘harging ^H^Britisli Government with undeiWl^ite Osders was not confined to 
a<'ts of viole4ii||^ towards ueutral nations, a fewcomprehended the wrhote ^, 
it would he ftllUPin to consider, what kind book f thereby suspended all 

of unpression Wight be made on Arne- the nakatiofe laws, which in Reformer 
rica, by the notion that a* great part of case hut partially afiPected, and this 
the deliberative council of England were under A iihadoxv of an act, which let in ^ 
of opinion, that the act now under discus** hut thrcMr four.—In the arguments he 
«ion was one against which, on every* should ll4 it fiis duty to use, he was not 
principle of honowteid dignity, the Anie- very soteitous about the defence of any 
i icans ought to cxcepthwi. If such hdminis^atioa ; but wt he must thifik 
an inm^res&ion, under such an authority, meanlyof hiin-aclfi if fie could hesitate to 
were to ^ America, the coiise*' d^aiilthtt^jl^lta&wd^li'eoledwver- 
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sion to a power which cairie in uriknstitu- decree by fiilse papers, would be oonfi.s - 
tionall^, and ^vhich he ihoiightUs no! cated ; so lliat tlie decree of the 21st of 
exerted for the benefit or* honoi of the jNov. had not been acted nj^on in France, 
cdilnti^y. As to the sy.stcrn of lorality from the time of its ])ul)licatiou up to !Sep- 
which was to adopted in the i|ir with (ember last, in any maimer to call for the 
Buonaparte,,instead of conjuring from retaliation by her Orders in Council. Tlic 
the infernal regions wicked sjiirith con- ^Decree had been adopted in Spam, and in 
tend against wicked spirit, he woulVather yhat country too, it had not been cxe(‘utcd, 
that we should draw down from paven a\*y ni-^irc than in France, in any way, so 
the principles of virtue, justice, ’a\ trw 5?sV)riuthori:ie the measures thaThad bet u 
forlitadc, to eorrett*lhc wickedi^s of resort&'d to by this governmenL. "i’lm 
others. There was a species of rp*age case W the vessel, the Sheplicrde.^^, : t. 
\vh4ch was as eminently ills}dayed ii the AmcriAin, witli a cargo of ibigbsh im i 
cabinet as in the field; but the ji,cut cha||dize, which aiVt r an ajipe.d to luc 
ministers, in their agonies and comjslve At'minilty Court at Midrl<l, had been rc- 
effbrts, seemed to wish to prove ihathfy leased^^/rdrn a Spanish r^ort, he slued to 
had as much energy as Buonapewtei lie denionstruLe that fact. 'I'hc re wa^no jus- 
was no defender of Buonapavre, ■ but till, tlfu atioii bf the ()rders in Coiiiicii therc- 
^ ifihe^did any thing that was good,he W! not fore, in fhc condiK't of the eneinv As t » 
ashamed to say that it was go<Kl- Hevas the ease of Amerj' a, it was his u ish that 
, not ashamed to saVj tliat some #f riuiest we should ri-iax in our rights in her f ivour 
laws in« our Statute Book were. enUed as much as our circumstances vn tund admit 
during^he tyrannical reign of Rkiird of; and here lu; was ready to deny the 
the ^Ird., did not well kiiov^ how I n- applk'ation of the principle, that we had 
frals cpnldri^sh our law ofretaliatio It ik) right to search neutral merchant vessels 
seemed to/.b^lupon this principle: ' lo- for any thing but contraband of war. The 
naparte h{j^|6ad you, and therefor wc insult to a state could only be oflerecl by 
wall.cutyptl5®i£hp hone.^ It behovethe searching a vessel of the. state ; llic search 
IcgislatutdJIcl^T^JI^e Orders tould vc of a private vessel might amount to a ]>ri- 
any effect nations, to aJu*- vate injure, but could not be considered a 

tain whe^Me^ere rig His ylit public’insult. As to the certificate^ of 
hon. friend^^lPi^^ied, that th^se Oprs origin, his right lion, friend muat know, 
%vere in measures o1 he tlmt until lord Auckland’s treaty, tlicy 

enemy, upon the same principle as the )r- wei¥ uniformly required in the ports of 
der of the 7th of Jan. J 807. But he n- France, and in time of peace. On all these 
tended, that th^ could not be consid ed * grmid^s he should agree with his noble 
as measur^^f^f retaliation, because he friend in opposing the Speaker’s leaving 
French the 2Jst of Nov. 1)6, the chair, becau.se he thought that th^was 

ha<f never upon, so as to ret ire a question upon which his majes^fe^r^i- 

such a ^In proof of thi, he nistors ought to fortify^hcmselves^^PlIi^e 

quoted French mirjter strength ofpailiament and the senie.bf the 

of marine to the a|!|plteation ofthe Aliri- nation, at a time wlicn the eyes of the 
t:an minister for am^xplanilitton ofjliat tvorld were upon their proceed 
I^cree, in which stated, thathe , ^Master of the Rolls said, hd^hfid lis- 

, Decree did not alter dik imaritime Ir of tened.with great attention to^ argd- 
France with respect Wj^ptures ; Ihat meats of his hon. and kavnedtfridbd who 
American ships would be caplred had just sat dowm, and bt fort^^'procceded 
when passing specifically to observe on thS; be w ould 

^ and England, and that itvi^ ^|i | y„ti en- beg leave, to make one gciitiMlpbservation 
y ti^nceolsuchvessclsintothg^^ffim^nce in answer to a principle tfe^appeaved to 
with English goods, wfimppmUMd to him to be ha.stily adopte^fcd applied in 
a breach of4fae blockade, Imai the reasoning of hishon. ai^lwarnea friend. 

* jeet (pern to t'apture. Ariothefummu- His hoii. and*learned fridtid had argued in 
nication, on the same stibject,tfied the favour of the nccessity.pf delay ; but it 
24-th of Dec. gave a positive enHnation, did appear to him, thVt^nn farther-lapse 
as the previous one had a negaffl expla- nf time was at all necessary to the due 
nation, that ^utrai vessels, comic from consideration of the sul^ct now before the 
g and 01 her etd^ies, would ndbe re^ house. Considerable^s|tress w^s laid by 
ceived m the of France ;nd; if his hon. and learned friend on the various 

detected m ^^Yduringi^ eva| ^1s inconsistencieswhiebimhiS opUiiom were 
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to be (liscovorcd in those orders; but before the decree,ccoixling to the constructiou 
he went into that part of the argument he ’^pon ^whicjthe orders proceeded,; but 
mus^. take leave to say thai^cven admitting that no pcr^i reading the decree could 
those incojisistcnicies in their full force, understand ^o. For his part, he cp^ld 
he could not see how that could be a grouiH'j not see \vlia()thcr construction*could be 
for (lefei ring tlu ir consideration. Ills hon. put upon it’^md certainly the gOvern- 
aiid learned friend had said, that his nra- ment of Frani was not in Ihc liabit of 
jesty’s ministers ought to go fortli on thiw making silly inconsccpiential decrees, 
oocasion with the whole strength of i]Jk France liad. ^U;d, that our departure 
tioii^e ()t‘c.t>nnnons. It was about afrom the marine law, in cle(daring four 
niunih since, th.il a measure of tli/ soi\ kirigdoms in aitate,of blockade, was the 


iiad en rein a il even to tiic ms])ecyiQn ol 
lh<' huu'-e id eommons, ulul it l^d then 
boeii .said, (l at to call for such a paficr 
would b<‘ to iiUerfere with tile conduet of 
the war. and a denial of ilnit just cojifi- 
ilence whiCii wa*> due to niini^ttrs ; that 
no ground could be laid for its production, 
and that jjarliainent ought not to be pos¬ 
sessed of it in a shape tliat eould make it 
tin* subject of discussion. Me was sur- 
priz<'d, ilicretine, to find tliat his hon. and 
icamcil filf'ud had refrained from giving 
hi.s advice till this day u])on the subject, 
and that, entertaining the opinions lie ditl, 
he had not endeavoured to recal tlic late 
ministers from an act which he considered 
unjusiifiable. Ilis hon. and learned friend 
had admitted, that on a principle of reta¬ 
liation, inoasures of this kind were justi- 
hable, and be agreed with his hon. and 
learned friend, that when such measures 
were to operate upon innocent neutrals, it 
ought tube grave matter of consideration 
whether they should be resorted to. Mi.s 
hon. and learned friend had stated, that, 
such iiie.isuros ought to follow' the acts of 
the enemy, or otherwise they would not 
be acts of retaliation. With lhi.s doctrine 
he’agreed in pari ; but when the eiicniy 
departed from justice, he was of ojiinlon 
that we were justified in retaliating in sub¬ 
stance, and not bound to adhere to the 
form. And he was sur[)rized, inde<?d, to 
hear the noble lord who opened this de¬ 
bate, put the construction he had done 
upon the French decree of 180(5, because 
that con.structiou took aw'ay alj justifica¬ 
tion from the Order of the 7th of Jan. 
1807. It was matter of astonishment to 
liiin to hear any one who had uttered a 
syllalile in support of the Order of the 7th 
of Jan^ ] 807, objecting to the orders then 
under consideration. The very preamble 
of the former order was a refutation of the 
noble lord’s arguments. That preamble 
stated the gross injustice of the French 
decree to,be the foundation of the order. 
The noble lord and his learned friend con¬ 
tended, not th'\t France did not understand 


cau^c ui tlicir ^daring llii > kingdom in a 
btato ot' blockaL though without any JV-'t 
ut blockade. |ui confiscation was a con- 
secpieiioe of lickade, ai.d ihorefure not 
ncces.sary to WiKitihe l to neutrals. Me 
w'ouUl not den that there were ambiguous 
cxjiressions ii the French decree ; but 
these ambigucs enabled them to put 
their own conruction upon the decree, as , 
it mi^iit ^uit p occasion, either to relax 
in its ex'ceuti/, if neutral nations should 
make a spirit! resistance, or to inforce it, 
if they subm/cd. Accordingly, notw'ith- 
standing* tlWexjilanation given to* the 
American mJster, after the lapse of some 
time, when tji neutrals had been deceived, 
the intcrprhtion that had since been 
published othe decree declared, that all 
vessels con/g from English ports should 
be capturol Me was surprized that this 
interpretatii, more sophistical than any 
other offidl jiaper, except the decree 
itself, hadj^tisfied the Americans. • But it 
had not, hivas convinced, salishcd them ; 
though lul, where their interests were 
better arjed tlian by theniselves, that 
impressidniigbt be entertained. During 
the Frcii revolution, he remembei’ed, 
that thepnduct of the‘revolutionists was 
defendeejn this country, upon ^grounds 
which tli" never thought of tJiemselves, 
until thj saw them in the accounts 
the proodings of the British parliament. 

He had jen an act of the American Con¬ 
gress, Well did not refer in the slightest 
degree I that satisfaction. The French 
ministmad said, that the Decree of the 
2lstowcR'. did not alier the maritime 
law of -ancc. He did not know what 
law w meant here. There had been 
many ch laws against neutrals during 
the re ution, and if the explanation re¬ 
ferred i them, the decree did not alter 
them.(The explanation, however, did 
give qvy satisfaction as to the construc¬ 
tion qhe restriction, or the extension of 
the (i'ee, which was the most important ' 
inforjtion for America to receive. The 
jiiiglpse that had been stated by his 
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learned friend, as it took pc;e in Spain, 
vrentin the whole case, an**hewed, than 
tiot even wSs the decree /ccuted to tlie 
confiscation of British g^cls, which his 
learned friend.had admitlJ to be within 
€he provisiops of the decr^ It was tipon 
that ground, that the lat ministers Iiad 
founded their Order, whh in the debate 
this time twelvemonth tJy declarud not 
to be a limited measure, )nt intended to 
be followed up by moiK* porous measures, 
if France sliould persevc^ in her injustice. 

“ What was the Note d^vered with the 
treaty to the Americartminister, l)ut a 
declaration that we shoi^ retaliate to any 
extent which the coadWof France and 
the submission of Neut|s might render 
necessary ? These Ord4 only declared 
the ports of France anther allies in a 
state of blockade, and tjr pr( 4 dace con¬ 
traband of war ; and l|nec* l)^id#done 
the sanle by this couiitl Tlie ex( op¬ 
tions were so many mi|ations, which, 
perljaps, rendered the Or|rs more excep¬ 
tionable. When the cogafrom Brest to 
the Elbe was declared la«|vvar in a state 
of blockade, commercial r4iiations were 
first connected with the bikade. From 
. Brest to Ostend could be ji^ blockaded, 
ibot not the coast from Osttf to the Elbe. 
All vessels, therefore, not (Sling from or 
going to France, were pei^tted to pass 
unmolested to and from th^rts between 
Ostend and the Elbe. T| Orders in 
Council did not, could not,||:cr the law 
of nations. The king migh^ue his de¬ 
claration, because he mis n^o leave his 
courts to inf(T what was the liof nations, 
bu^thc king^s declaration diil^ ot alter tlie 
law of nations, but was to Ix^fi^stificd by 
that law* He had never heflij nor ever 
read in any •book upon the Ibject, that 
4:he parliament had evfjr enaclian}" thing 
upon the law of nations, or haAver com¬ 
plained of the king’s right to Ijlare war' 
or contraband of war. Munipal law 
. could never regulate upon ms point. 
When the crcnvn was intrustJpwith the 
power of making war, it shoulcat be de- 
piived of the means of carrying on with 
vigour and effect. The questioM^ecting 
the law of nations was out ofee juris¬ 
diction and competence of ptiament, 
and mtreh more now than last ]|r, when 
the ttoble lord said that it woufcnot be 
aaigi to lay papers of this kind h&re par¬ 
liament. The word# of an actlnartia- 
^ni might unintentionally tro|h upon 
prcrc^ativei so might the wA of an 
ofCoaQ<?il upoti an act foarfia^ 


ment. The question therefore, vas, not 
whether an indemnity was necessary,, 
but whether the law of nations had 
been violated.—An allusion had been pnr- 
fticularly made lo one of the Orders, that 
respecting (Certificates of Origin, llu; 
Decree requiring these certitic at(‘s had 
si)een said by his learned friend to l)o a 
l^crr;,^^iunicipal regulation. He consi- 
jlC'ri J tliese certificates of origin as a pro- 
nil)it\)n of iK'utrals from carrying IJriti.sh- 
gootl.l and contended that this \\as a 
i)rca( i\, of the law of nations ; and that 
neutrals, by thus admitting that J ram e 
had the power to legislate* for tlumi, made 
themselves her instruments against us. 
Persons entertained strange notions of the 
law of nations, when they sup])oso(l that .» 
nation could not perform an act of vigraii' 
for its own preservation, without violating* 
the rule of its conduct. But this could 
not be a violation of the ruU*, lor the ease 
was oat of the rule. When the eiuMiiy 
ahaii^loned the rule, it was our duty not 
tp be bound by it, but to inflict that injury 
uj)on him which he intended lor us, until 
vve forced him to peace. If France could 
continue to enjoy all the advantag(‘s of 
commerce through neutral trade, whilst 
we were suffering every injury that eonld 
result from her decrees, she would have no 
motive to peace, and this country would 
soon be reduced to the alternative, either 
of submitting to peace upon any terms, or 
of continuing the war to an endless period. 
Hci thought that Europe might be made to 
feel, that a maritime power was much less 
dependant upon Europe than the continent 
was upon the maritime power. He would 
not suffer his country to perish, merely 
because the measures whicn wxre neces¬ 
sary for its preservation might ])ress upon 
mmtral commerce, which Buonaparte had 
befbm" violated. There w^as no contract 
without a revdprocal obligation, and if 
neutrals did not oblige the other party to 
adhere to the law of nations, they could 
not compiain of us for not adhering to it. 
Upon these grounds, he saw no reason to 
question the propriety of these (Jrders in 
Council, whicK w^ould not impeach the 
Order of Jan. IB07, issued by an jvdininis- 
tration which .certainly claimed td possess 
a great portion of all the talents, wdsdom, 
and consideration, of the country. . Such 
g[n administmtion could not have taken 
such 8 measure, without due deliberation. 
They could certainly not say now, if they 
had altered their opinion upon the ques¬ 
tion, that it was lavrful fof •tneov tklono 
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violate the Jaw of nations, and that the 
door was shut against all infraction of that 
law from the moment when they retired 
from office. It was now a time for indem¬ 
nity for the Order of 1807, because up()n 
that principle they should make repa¬ 
ration for all the measures that liad been 
taken under that Order, restore all ttf 
ships captured, and repair all the lo.J^; 
sustained thereby. Tile noble 
said, that the Order ul 1807 ^vas Jfuly^a 
si j gilt departure from the rule Jf 17.>(j. 
But if ever so trilling, it was still 7de])ar- 
(ure, and an alteration of the law. It was 
not to be supposed, that the late ministers 
had ailoj)ted iheir measure in the dark, 
'liieirs was the departure from the law of 
nations; the late Oriieis were only in 
conformity with that law, upon the prin¬ 
ciples of retaliation; and ujioii these 
grounds, he should support the motion of 
liis right hon. friend, for relerring the 
f)rders to the coinnuttee of ways and 
means. 

Mr. Windham, could not bring itimself 
to think that the argunientum ud homi- 
nem, the continual allusion to, and compa¬ 
rison With, tlie measures of the late admi¬ 
nistration, as a justification of those pur¬ 
sued by the present, was a mode of argu¬ 
ment consistent either with the import¬ 
ance of the subject imrler consuU ration, 
or the gravity <d the jierson liy whom it 
was urged. Still more was he surprised 
at the extent to which the right hon. and 
learned gent, seenn^d disposed to cjirry* 
the new doctrines wdiich he had broaciied 
that night. Muc h stress had been laid by 
both sides of the house on the due observ¬ 
ance of the law of nations. It would bow^- 
ever now appear, that, though the law of 
nations might be extremely valuable, yet 
it were absurd to be bound by them, wlVui 
it was found convenient and useful •((> in¬ 
fringe them. But if that^werc the case.‘ 
of what value could they be considered ? 
Who could force nations to respect them, 
when they should appear contrary to the 
interests of nations ? The same might be 
said of moral law. By what ties or re¬ 
straints would the society of men be then 
regulated and bound ? Must not such doc¬ 
trine drive at the abrogation of all law ; 
what would laws be more than those in¬ 
stituted at Highgate ; laws which only 
enjoined a conditional observance.^ As 
absurd and ridiculous was the idea set 

of retaliation. It would lead to the 
*nost strange and ludicrous effects, if car¬ 
ried to the * extreme which was insi- 
VOL.X. 


S, 1808*—Orders m Q>mcih 

• 

nuated, and which seemed to be intended. 
^What! if a blind man chanceij to thrust 
out your eye, would you* in this spirit of 
retaliation, flirustout the eyes of the blind 
man ? Such however, were the absurdities 
in which such doctfmel were entangled ; 
such the insane conset]u^;nces to which 
we must be driven, if any utility, how¬ 
ever slight, were to justify the infringe¬ 
ment of the laws of nations. If Buona¬ 
parte enforced,, for example, one of 
his mad decrees at, Hamburgh, were we 
iherelurc justified in extending ihewsaintT" 
severity to the rest of the world ? Was bis 
conduct in that particular to be a rule for 
others to authorize them in adopting simi¬ 
lar measures to an unlimited extent? It 
surely was not tuiougli to consider how 
such measures of retaliation might operate 
on t^K^tv^o powers more immediately 0011 -* 
cerned. ll slujuld also be considered how 
the y nnght allect a third party ; and above 
ail, how they imglit allect America. But 
iiope.s seemed somewhere to be entertained, 
tliLit those measures might produce most 
distressing etlects on the Cfintinent. We 
might, it seems, be able to starve the con¬ 
tinent, and still be not aliected our¬ 
selves. What ! starve tlie continent 
and jiot be uflected ourselves I uaa this 
then the rnaimer in which these vigo¬ 
rous measures wore to eilectuate the sal¬ 
vation of the country ? But it was likewise 
insisted, that such proceedings btdonged to 
the prerogative of the crown, and that 
therefore parliament should have uo con- 
troul over them. If that were true, why 
make tliom a subject of' parliamentary 
discussion.^ Why not continue to enforce 
them, wutliout tjuestidn or inquiry? It was 
unquestionably the prerogative of the 
crowui to make war or }}^^ace. No man 
would dispute it; yet had it not been^-he 
practice of parliament, and was it not in 
the nature of things, to inquire into the 
jn-lriciple and justice of those wars, or the 
policy of the treaties by which they had 
been te^ninated ? Upon old princij>les it 
was impossible to reatftin upon these new 
doctrines. His chief object in rising, waa 
to express his entire disapprobation of 
such doctrines, and to entreat ministers to 
re-consicLer and revise these measures. 
They must own that they were exceedingly 
complicated, and he could not but think 
that a re-consideration and revision of 
them was the more necessary, when it ap** 
peared, that not only we did not under¬ 
stand our owm measures, but that we were 
«stiU unacquainted with the natufe and 
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tent of the French J\*crcr upon which 
they wore founded, and which they v\cre 
intended to counteract. 

8ir ^rthur said, thnl- inorr pains 

had been taken to shew, that the Order in 
Coaneil, issued by the late administration 
was wrong, than to prove that tlie Orders 
since issued by the present ministers were 
right, lie was much deceived, or^ his 
majesty\s government tvoiild in a inonlli, 
perhaps ^in a \^eek, regret the conse¬ 
quences to which these measures would 
'^ive#rise. lie must therefore unite' in 
the wish and advice of his right hon¬ 
ourable friend, that before it was too 
late, ministers would consent to reconsider 
and revise them, and .seriously examine 
how far, under the circumstances that 
were likely to arise, they should adopt or 
reject them. At all events, they ought not 
not be pressed now. The house ^should 
•pause and reflect how ruinous their^effects 
might prove to our trade; more especi¬ 
ally how^ they might aflect our iiite^rcoursc 
' with America, almost the only power with 
which we now had to remain in amity. If 
, they, or any neutrals, could carry on any 
trade at all, Xhe whole of that trade must 
be carried on through this country, and 
under such regulations as w^e might chuse 
to impose upon it. Why, then, hazard 
cutting up our trade altogether ? As to the 
Order in Council of Jan. 1807, it never was 
intended to justify it on the principle of re¬ 
taliation. It never was conceived in that 
spirit, or intended to be enforced on that 
principle. It was, therefore, with infinite 
surprize, that he had heard it compared with 
the measures that had .since been adopted, 
fUid in support of which such monstrous 
doctrines hgd been broached and insisted 
on ; and his surpsize was further increased, 
whan he found it asserted, that the said 
Order even went to a greater extent than 
the present Orders, and that their spirit 
and principle were deduced from it, No¬ 
thing could be more unfounded, and no¬ 
thing could he deprecate more thai^a blind 
and hasty decision •upon such important 
and critical points. 

- Mr. E(k7i declared, that really he did 
exptet that some ca.se would be made 
out against America, l)efore such a mea¬ 
sure as the present would iiave been pre¬ 
sented to the house for its adoption. As 
1 ( 0 'such attempted to be shewn, 

he found if hilt outy to oppose the motion. 

I'he was then put and carried.— 

went into a committee, 
U Chancellor of the Exchequer 


DuJi'e qf Norfolk's Motion relative [340 

proposed certain duties on foreign produce 
exported from England. The resolutions 
were then agreed to pro forma, and the 
report ordered to be received on Monday. 


House of Lords, 
k Monday, February 8. 

\K\PEniTioN TO C(>pi:\nx<iF,N.] The 
ruse, agreeably to notice, 
t(f mol; for certain Pa})ers which might 
tend toj[throw more light on the ^notl^es 
which iVd induced his majest 3 '’s ministers 
to propose and undertake the FA'|*('diliou 
to Denmark. As he understood that the 
productjoii ofsoine oftlii' papers for which 
he should move, ^yould not l;e objected 
to, he should begin by moving for those 
papers, that the observations which related 
to one set of the pa]:»ers, might not be 
rntanglecl w'ith those which referred to 
another set; he should Jiow tlierefore, 
move, an humble address to his majesty, 
praying he would be graciously pit ased 
tojdirect, that there be laid belbie the 
house, such Proclamations as had been 
issued by our naval and military comman¬ 
ders, before Copenhagen, previous to their 
attack upon that city* This motion being 
agreed to, the noble duke prtu'eeded to 
move for j)apers of a more specifie nature, 
which related to the hostile intentions of 
Denmark, and the secret arrangements en¬ 
tered into at Tilsit between the emperors 
Alexander and Napoleon, and which ar- 
nano^ments were said to be hostile to the 
interests of this country. Without the 
production of documents of this descrip¬ 
tion, it Wits utterly impossible for minis¬ 
ters to make out a case that should apj^ear 
justified by the necessity under w hich they 
pretended to have acted, and wdiich form¬ 
ed* the chief apology for their conduct. 
He w’a« aware that a necessity might exist 
that would suppjy a complete vindication,, 
but the diScuIty was to draw the line 
where that imperious necessity commenc¬ 
ed ; and tWs view of the affair led him, 
for a moment, to notice the Declaration 
subscribed with his majesty^s name, which 
had received the sanction of the British 
government, and which must be attri¬ 
buted to thejuLvice of the servants’of the 
crown. After an attentive perusal of that 
instrument, lie could discover no such ue- 
ce^ssity as had been pretended ; that at¬ 
tempt at justification wdiich had been sub¬ 
mitted to the eyes of all Europe-had fail¬ 
ed, and we were exposed to the disgrace 
consequent on this failure.* Admitting 
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there was such a necessity, the difficiilty 
of our situation was to be met with wif?- 
dom and policy. It was not enoijfjjh that 
by tlie ellort we gained something; we 
must compare the losses ilh the acqit- 
sitious, and determine which pn'ponde- 
rated. 'IViie it was, that we had gali\t|l 
pos .essinn ol'the Danish Navy ; hut hy tiMt 
possession wc had throw ni)euma^i'^^^yile 
arms of France, iiiul encreased thj^inSii- 
her of our enemies by tlie add/ion of 
this iK'Utial and independent Ifngdoin. 
tie (lid expect that some pains wjfnld liave 
been taken to satisfy th(i house on this 
c[U(^stio^al)lc transaction : that the Decla¬ 
ration being incompetent, the deficie»U' 3 " 
would have been supplied by clocunicii- 
tary evidence, sh<)vving, that had the Da¬ 
nish fleet not been captured by our Navy, 
it must inevitably have fallen within the 
grasp <»f the enemy* It was said, that 
the danger was imminent, because Holstein 
w’as in the ])ower of France. This asser¬ 
tion was iiK'orreet; but were t^e fact 
otherwise, until the whole of Jutland 
.should have been occupied by the troops 
of the foe, no such peril was to beappre- 
hcn(h‘d ; but, after wx had committed this 
act of injustice and violence, every thing 
was to be feared, beeausc we had, by our 
own misconduct, alienated tin* affections 
of a friendly state ; yet, if the French 
army were in Jutland, was the conquest 
of Zealand secure ? While tlie Danes 
possessed a fleet to defend ihcinsolves, tlie 
enterprize would have been hazardous aiftl 
difficult, and might have ultimately ter¬ 
minated in the triumph of naval over 
military tactics. But the utility of the 
Danish marine w^s not confined to her¬ 
self; it ^^,as the constant object of jea¬ 
lousy to Russia, and contributed to con- 
troul the operations of that power, wftich 
was now inimical to this country, aiyl 
had the complete dominion of the Baltic 
Sea. Was It intended by ministers to as¬ 
sert that no nation on earth had a right 
to naval pow-er except Brttain ? The 
same policy which led them to capture 
the Danish fleet should, have urged them 
on to Cronstadt, to seize the navy of Alex¬ 
ander ; and tlie marine of Portugal should, 
on the like principle, hrePve been forced 
into our harbours. To the application of 
such a rule of conduct, the globe itself 
could assign no limit; from the British 
Channel to the confines of China it was 
to be extended. Not Denmark only, but 
Russia also,^by such an aggression, was 
converted into an inveterate enemy—* 


Rus.sin, from w’hence our arsenals were 
■ supplied w'ith the most valualffe articles 
ff»r, the m^^intenaiice of our maritime 
streuLffli —Russia, who herself possessed a 
powerful navy, which .would become a 
mf),st important accession to the naval re- 
soiirecs of France. Ministers, surely, un¬ 
der sueh circnmstauce.s, w’tiuld be dis- 
posvd, for* their own credit, to lay be¬ 
fore rh(‘ house all possible information, to 
silenee the tongae ol‘ calumny, which had 
been so loud upon the occasion. His 
principal motive in applying for thcii«^ 
cuments was, certainly, the preservation 
of the honour of the country, which so 
long had maintained its character and dig¬ 
nity amongst the nations of Europe. He 
dill not think it necessary to detain their 
lordships any longer, on a question to 
which l^i could iibt conceive that there 
existed any well-grounded objection, but 
should content himseff with moving an 
humble address to his majesty, praying for 
the pr<)duction of the substance and dates 
of all information transmitted by his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers at the court of Denmark, 
during the last year, respecting the na¬ 
val force of that country ; and more par¬ 
ticularly respecting the measures that had 
been adopted for augmenting the same, 
or for putting it in a state of forward pre¬ 
paration for sea.—On the question being 
put, 

Marquis Wellaky ro.se. He Said lie had 
listened A^ith the greatest attention to the 
speech of the noble mover, but must cer¬ 
tainly differ from him as to the necessity 
of having before their lordships the mass 
of documents, whicji had been called for* 
What! could their lordships doubt for a 
moment, that they had not siifficient proof 
before them to justify the conduct of his 
majesty’s ministers, in having undertaken 
that great and saving measure, the Expe¬ 
dition to Copenhagen } He thought that 
w ithout any further proof than what was 
already before their lordships, the ques¬ 
tion \i|Qs now ripe for discussion. On 
stating this, he rested on the proofs before 
their lordships and the country, he meant 
the various circumstances and facts which 
could not escape the notice of the *niost 
common observer. Why ask for official 
documents, when their lordships might 
adduce the progress of events, the rela¬ 
tive situation of Denmark and France, and 
then a^iii the relative situation of Eng* 
land with either, or with both ? To ask 
for fiirthcT proofs than the circumstances 
i of the case exhibited, would be to slur 
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insult the national character. In fact, 
suc^ a piurliamentary proceeding would ^ 
be to cast a rc'proach on tlie country for 
having defeated the enemy, and frustrated 
his designs by aniieipatioii. With a view, 
however, of going*as I'argely into tlic sub¬ 
ject as some noble lords seemed to wish, 
he slif)uld consider, first, the necessity of 
the case ; next, the designs of Frapee, 
and her mpans to accomplish them; 
thirdly, the means of D(.;nmark to ri siiSt 
Franc'e ; and, lastly, the law of nations, 
ii^vj^jived in the question. IIi; sliould, 
ill taking his view of the state and con¬ 
dition of France, not carr>’' their Iordshi[>s 
attention farther liaek than the batth; of 
Trafalgar, that proud and gloiious event 
for the honour and independence of this 
country. At that peri<»d there was a hos¬ 
tile disposition against France on the con¬ 
tinent ; even alter the defeat ^f ^the 
Prussians, there existed an enmity and 
disposition on the continent against Jut 
influence and dominion; in fact, jps Jong 
as the continent saw any hope of resisting 
the French with success, a rancorous 
Feeling and disposition to manifest resist¬ 
ance, appearexl, either directly or indirect¬ 
ly, in most places which could hid defiance 
for the moment to the power of France ; 
but he was Sony to add,.that the feelings 
aaddispositioii which had thusdistinguislu'd 
the continent, while the fate of France 
was questionable, immediately changed 
after the unfortunate battle of Fried land. 
From that time the liopc of the continent 
w&s turned into despair, the face of things 
was altered, and instead of resistance be¬ 
ing th( 4 ight of, every thing fell before 
the sword of the tnumpliant armies of 
Fr^ce. T^ing up the. situation of Buo¬ 
naparte at this'period, how different was 
it fiQm his condition at th(i period when 
we gained the victory of Trafalgar! Though 
a short time had eia{)sed from the achieve¬ 
ment of that memorable event to the 
Uuccess of the FVeuch at Friedlaiid, yet 
^ch a sudden change had taken p|ace on 
com inent, that the hopes of, further 
rlsistance to them seemed M^holly aban¬ 
doned. This, then, being the relative si¬ 
tuation of France and this country at the 
time, it must be obvious to every thinking 
mind that Buonaparte would immediately 
turn his views and power against the re- 
flourc^;#i|d ascendancy of the British em- 
Did their lonlships want any proof 
intention to destroy and annihilate 
Jepen^eneJe, nay, our very exist- 
a nation? Could a doubt remain 


in the breast of their lordships of his ha- 
tied, and of disposirion to try all means by 
wlncli he might accomplish our ruin and 
overthrow ; and how could he expect to 
pjomote his designs so eflectually as by 
the complete ruin of our c(*mmerce and 
nival siqieriority ? 11c had asked their 
l®;dships, whether tin y could hesitate for 
a li^.oiiig^t to decide that such was the in- 
of Buonajiarte; but if doubts 
cdnld \e still entertained on a subject, 
which A* him appeared as clear as possi¬ 
ble, siir\jy they must be removed by the 
declaration of the enemy himself, wJio 
vaunted, soon after the battle'd'Friedland, 
that he had ronipiered the peace of the 
continent. And how did he gain his ob¬ 
ject even on the continent ? By compel¬ 
ling the powers whom he conquered, or 
whom he intimidated into an alliance, to 
yield to his wishes, and co-operate with 
him in liis fixed, his determined, hostility 
against the existence of this great empire. 
Having thus forced, directly or indirectly, 
all^he powers which he was able to con- 
troul, in the first instance, against Eng¬ 
land ; having, as he stated, conquered a 
peace on the continent, in order to com¬ 
mence a terrible war against our naval 
superiority, could it be supposed by any 
reflecting man in the country, with such 
evidence before him, of a determined 
and fixed resolution to try all means for 
the accomplishment of our downfall— 
could it, he would again ask, be supposed 
that ,our active, desperate, and powerful 
enemy, would have neglected to avail 
himself of the means and resources which 
Denmark presented for the furtherance of 
his projects.^ Was it to be imagined that 
the consummate generafand able states¬ 
man who was at the head of affairs in 
France, entertaining such views, would 
neglect«the desirable expedient of adding 
the navy of Denmark to his resources. If 
we should not be satisfied with this pre¬ 
sumptive proof, we might bring the testi¬ 
mony still ni?arer; for he announced this 
intention almost in direct terms, after the 
fatal battle of Friedland ; and the w'hole 
of his subsequent conduct had been illus¬ 
trative of it. The movement of the French 
armies, the, appointment of a distinguished 
officer in Hamburgh, close to the scene of 
action, and tiie collection of a vast military 
forc^e in tliat neighbourhood, all conduced 
to shew that he meant to overawe, if not 
to conquer, Denmark; and, either by fraud 
or force, to render h^r subservient to his 
•grand prpject for tlm hmniliatipn of Gneat 
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Britain. This plan was not confined to 
Denmark ; it was to be extended to Por-i 
tugal; and in both countries all British 
subjects were to be seized, every ineai^ 
of op[)ression was to be employed, thb 
combined forces of these kingdoms were 
to be directed to cfimplete the punishg 
iiK.mt of the oppressors of the seas, tly 
enemies to the freedom of iia^v,j|^tk^ 
throughout the w(»rld. This wa^ ^J^t 
vagiu‘ conjecture : the. piir[)ose dis¬ 
closed at the court of France by \\m' mili¬ 
tary ruhu* to the ambassadors of jTortugal 
and of Denmark, in immediate succes¬ 
sion. The communication was not made 
in the moment of haste, or under tlie 
ebullition of passion : it was imparted 
during the frieid formalities of state cere¬ 
mony. It wa- II known, thal before 
the 1st oi‘ So|)teniher, be publicly de¬ 
manded (d‘ tlie minister of the court of 
P(U'tt.u^ral, in the jir'^ence of the minister, 
of all the courts who had envoys in his 
presenc e, whether he had transiijit4‘d his 
order to the court ol Portugal to join tliwr 
fit c't to the maritime confederacy against 
England, to shut their ports against 
its trade, and to c'onfiscate the property 
of its siit^jectsu ithin the Portuguese terri¬ 
tory ? and having said tins he* turned 
round to the Danish minister and asked 
him, whether he had transmitted the same 
order to ins couii? The design of the 
cmpc'i'or (»!' llie i reiu h, ilierefore, to draw 
the fieet of Denmark into his power, was 
manifest, and no documents were rcHjuw'ed^ 
to make il more clear. 'J'hat he had the 
pow er to ( an y Ins de signs into execution 
was to Jiim ecpially clear.—It had been 
asserted by the uobk* duke, that many 
difficulties wmuld remain to be encounter¬ 
ed, even alter the enemy should be in 
possession of the peninsula of Jutlanfl. 
The noble marejuis said he had hTm.sc If 
U'lken some pains to collcctf information as 
to the maritime obstructions and facilities 
on the coast of Zealand, which he would 
submit to the notice of their ’lordships, 
in answer to the opinions to w hich he had 
just adverted. The ordinary state of the 
Belt in the winter season was to have 
the passage intercepted by floating ice, 
which was carried off by th<?current, and 
dispersed by the wind, or occasionally 
melted during a warm interval, so us en¬ 
tirely to disappear. There were no tides 
in the Belt; and the couree of the stream 
Jjccompanying the wind, no thing was more 
Irequent than for vessels in that channel 
to be di^iven oiF fronu their staUoii. In 


this situation of things, the t nemy might 
•^vith-facility efiect bis purpose of transport 
fr<)in the aibacent territory. The large 
e\t(>)it of coast was another circumstance 
to bo considered ; so-thul, without the ne¬ 
cessity of supposing any f^jvourable state 
of the elemmits, it could be readily ima¬ 
gined, that the occupation of the conti¬ 
nental (iependencics of Denmark would 
be .soon followed by the conquest of her 
insular possessioUfi. It might be inquired, 
if the Danish army w^ould be inactive du¬ 
ring these ho.slile proceedings ? WhafTTks 
its strength ? Jt w^as stated at 2b,000 
men, on paper ; but he believed, in ef¬ 
fective force, it did not exceed 18 , 000 . 
Ilow" could this irn gular levy encounter 
ihe victorious troops of France, poured 
into the country in numbers, at pleasure, 
proportioned to the degree of resistance* 
to b« ejcpected ? It perhaps w^ould also be 
asked, on what principle of policy it was 
tliat we ofiered to guarantee to Denmark 
the sei'wnty of her dominions, when so 
much ditliculty must attend their preser¬ 
vation t He would not pretend to deter¬ 
mine what might have been the result, 
luul the Danish army f)een supported by 
British valour, and had their combined 
exertions 1 icing aided by the organization 
of a ])alriolic jicoplc, in defence of their 
hearths and their altars; but, in any view 
he could take of the subject, it w'ould 
have been an arduous and difficult enter- 
prize. Some inconvenience wmuld have 
arisen from other causes. Zealand did 
not allonl a sufficient quantity of provi¬ 
sions for the maintenance of its own inha¬ 
bitants ; and hence, even I'orihe orifinary 
demand, it was necessary for her to obtain 
her principal articles of siib.sis^ence from 
Holstein and Jutland. If ilmnerous ibrees 
were collected in the island, much larger 
demands would be made upon the con¬ 
tinent than could lie answered, because 
the French would he in possession of those 
dependencies, and thus the apparent means 
of securUy wmuld merpase their danger, 
and they would ultimately fall a sacrifice 
to their own necessities. Whatever might 
be the disposition of England to assist th^m 
in this emergency, it might be physically 
impossible; the inclemency of the season 
would, probably, prevent access at the 
time wlien communication was absolutely 
necessary to their support. Reflecting, 
then, on all these circumstances, it wag 
his firm conviction, that whenever the 
French thought it necessary to their 
st;hemes of aggrandisement or po^er, Zwi- 
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land would have become an easy victim to 
their am tfition. The policy of Buonaparte^ 
might, perhafjsJ have dictated ' less violent 
meaiv; he might have contented himself I 
with threats, ** I jvill spare you,'^ he might | 
have said yc^ur islands ; 1 will even re¬ 
sign to you your continental possessions, 
on the condition that you unite your naval 
and military forces with the rest of Eurojie 
against the common enemy. If you ob¬ 
stinately persevere in maintaining your 
relations of amity with tlie despot of the 
octitn, your German provinces shall be 
partitioned by new claimants, and your 
islands shall become dependencies on the 
adjacent shores/' It was not didicult to 
discern, that Denmark had no strong bias 
in favour of this country : her disposition 
was manifestly shewn on the memorable 
^occasion of the armed neutrality. But 
nice inquiries into her political ♦attach¬ 
ments were not, in the jjresent circum¬ 
stances, necessary; it was sudicient to 
shew, ^hat she was absolutely dependent 
upon France; and the uiiiivoidable con¬ 
clusion was, that she w^ould be subservi¬ 
ent to the purposes of France. The state 
of the continent necessarily assimil »to<l 
her interest to that government; and, in 
truth, she held her most productive terri¬ 
tories only by its permission. Not only 
her dominions, but the chief support of 
her importance—her commerce, was at 
the disposal of the same power; for, in 
time of war especially, she must be de¬ 
prived of her intercourse with the most 
opulent states, unless the concurreiu e of 
France should sanction her proceedings. 
From* all that had ,been urged ou tliese 
various departments of the subject, he 
would draw three natural inferences. 1 st. 
It was the purjlosc of Franc c to seize the 
D&nish Fleet. 2d. It w as in the pow er of 
France to seize it. 3d, Dcnmnik liad no 
adequate means of resistance—.lie would 
consider these positions now as suflfiricntly 
established, and would proceed to some 
other matters of weight in^is view 
of the subject. What would have been 
the consequence, had France obtained the 
co-operation of this powerful marine ? 
Their lordships would immediately per¬ 
ceive, that it would not have been a soli¬ 
tary acquisition. It would have been ad¬ 
ded to the navy of Russia, and the sub¬ 
jection of the Swedish fleet wmld have 
* precipitately followed; and thus, the whole 
of the floating strength of these three 
“^^ers would have been under the con- 
of pur enemy. It would have been 
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no trifling accession; 40 sail of the lino 
t\muld have been placed in a conimamling 
situation for the attack of the vuluerablc 
uarts of Ireland, and for a descenr u])on 
the coasts of England or Scotland; and m 
opposition to this formidable navy the ad- 
Vniralty could not have a«sigiu‘d any rniri- 
J^tent force, w'it bout weakening oui' sta- 
ti\a:j|ii#thr IVlcdil! rranean, in the Atlui- 
tp?,‘i%d ill tile Indianseas, at a time w in ii 
it was\iost necessary to niainlam ouv sujie- 
riorit\^n all these sitiiaticns. Siudi being 
the character anil power of the eiuany, 
and such the condition of Denmark, was 
it possible that any one of their lordships 
could assert that the danger was not immi¬ 
nent ? The case of danger, niadi* out, even 
in the imperfect manner Ik* had stated it, 
w’as so great, that it conconied the very 
existence of the country, as an independent 
power. Had ministers not acted as they 
had done, they would have fatally ;d)an- 
floned their iiiglu*st duties; and he hoped 
in Go#l, tliat if ever similar nreumstanees 
should occur, the same wisdom would he 
found at ihe helm, to (‘onduct the vessel 
of the state in security, Utuid the shoals 
and roeks tliat threatened its destnietion ? 
The nioiiK'iit was precious: a few w eeks, 
jierhaps, the ]'rogress of a single week, 
w'ould have remlcred the, alieuipt unsuc¬ 
cessful, anil we should have been exposed 
to all the dreadful eonsequenecs he had 
detailed. Addressing a British aiidienee, 
he could scarcely justify arguing the suh- 
’jee>; the peril to which the nation was 
liable called up every sentiment of aflec- 
tion to our constitution, to our liherties, 
and our law's, and, in terms mandatoiy 
and irresistible, dictated the course whieli 
must bo pursued. The violence which 
had been attributed to this measure was 
unavoidrd)lc ; every attem])t at ni'gocia- 
tion was nnsucci'sslully made ; every ofl’er 
of.remuneration was insultingly rejoctcff. 
It would have been useless t(» ha' e extorted 
promises from a people vvliollv at the dis¬ 
posal of the enemy ; nothing less than the 
resignation of the fleet was siifliident, and 
the means by which*it was obtained was 
justified on every principle of truth, of 
equity, and of honour. TIte grea/ max¬ 
ims of the of nations w’ere founded on 
the law of nature ; and the law' of security 
or self-preseiTation was, among these, the 
most important and sacred. It was a 
law equally to be obeyed by individuals 
and communities. The king, placed at 
the head of the great society subsisting on 
these islands, had no duty paramount to 
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the protection of his people, and hy rhfc 
servants of the crown this imperious duty 
had been, on this moraentou.? occasion, 
vigilantly and ably discharged. The prii^- 
ci))le of the great law of nature and nations 
was clearly applicable to the case before 
their lord.sliips. IJere w^as an instrumer^ 
of war witliin the grasp of our invetcratie 
enemy : wt intcrj>oscd and 
tJjis act of (‘iiorgy and wi.scloni 
liave the hard rpithcl>of rapine a^d im- 
pie-y a^^ciibed to it ' To sinw tliay injury 
iiad been dojie to an innocent t>i!i'ty in a 
tian^a^■tionJ was not to prove its inu|uily. 
7\11 war h, d tlie etli'ct to invohein its 
horrors tlie in lid('s>*. and the imioc'ent; l)ut 
it wa.'v not on llial a.jcount, necessarily un¬ 
just. Let, any man sa^ how war could 
be conducted ^Vlthont it. As neutral in- 
di\idnals might b(‘ saerific<*d in the com¬ 
mon calamny, so also might neutral na- 
Jn er a.') ol this kind, the party 
committing liie injurv v^as freiiuenlly mis¬ 
taken ; it was oluunot done by tjie os¬ 
tensible in^truimnt, bntbytbe silent agci^t, 
wdiich by previous iiii>conduet had ex- j 
poscvl the suflerer to smdi an unfortunate ' 
situaiiiui. \\ t*re not such principles fairly 
referable to <‘verv part of this extraordi¬ 
nary case ? If he had accnratidy stated 
the relative rights ol’ eommuinlies a.s 
Iburided on th<‘ lavvsofnatme, the govern- i 
ineiit of (jlia at Britain had oiii\ put in ex¬ 
ercise that law 01 ’ seiLpieservation that 
n(‘eded no learned and intricate dis(|uisi- 
tions to jn.siify. Wdial signified reasoulng* 
on abstract riglils, it might be .said, w:hen 
tlie geneial voice of J'airope proclaimed 
the crnnmality of our conduct r But, w^as 
the tongue of Lairojjc IVee as to the great 
principles of jjublie law, ath^ding the in¬ 
terests of (I'reat Britain, especially on sub¬ 
jects connected w'lth our maritime claimtf? 
Could tbeir lordships point out any*place 
on the map of Kurope where any one ' 
dared to breathe a sentiment adverse to 
tlut ruler oi‘ Trance ? What flag w as free ? 
Wiui ship navigated the oceandnit under 
his orders ? What commerce wuis there in 
Europe, but under his appointment and 
controul ? What .soldier^ what lawyer, 
what churchman, what layman, dared to 
utter ah opinion inimical tm him ? Was 
not the subjugation, not only of the con¬ 
tinent, but of the body and mind of every 
individual on it.s surface complete ? It rer 
niinded him of the condition of humiliated 
Creece, when the arms of Philip of Mace- 
dori were tiiumphant, and the Delphic 
•Apollo was said, by a distinguished orator 


of that time, to speak only in the Macedo- 
>g[iian* dialect. Every where throughout 
Europe the oracular decisions by which 
she was governed weie French, a^id to 
them obedience was p^id, due only to 
divine authority. From these consider¬ 
ations, he hoped that the conduct of his 
majesty^s ministers would be respected 
and jipproved ; that no proceeding in par¬ 
liament would tend to sully the glory of 
tins most distingwished achievement; and 
that nothing would lead the world to sup¬ 
pose that the councils of the nation* 
l-ccted the purity and honour of this 
tircat and saving measure. It would be 
a source of gratification to the enemy, if 
he saw that the senate of the land joined 
in the condemnation he had so hastily de- 
I terniined. This was the severest blow he 
iiad felt, since be had commenced his* 
reigij; pn one occasion at least, fortune 
had not attended his chariot wheels, and 
ill the prosecution of his most favourite 
jirojcct he had been humbled and ^disap¬ 
pointed. The noble marquis repeated his 
conviction that his maje.sty's ministers 
had, in the case bei’ore the house, rendered 
a great and essential service to the coun¬ 
try ; and feeling as he did upon the occa¬ 
sion, he must decide against the proposi¬ 
tions ot the noble duke. 

Lord Hutchinson .— My lords; I have 
li.stened w ith the greatest, attention to 
the very able and eloquent speech of the 
noble marquis, but have been unable to 
extraet from it any justification satisfac¬ 
tory to iny mind of the expedition to Co- 
peniiagen. According to rny opinion, 
the noble marquis h,as completel^failed 
in proving that Zealand could not have 
been effectually defended, even if the 
French were in possession t)f Holstein and 
Jutland. I am of opinion, that, even silp- 
posing the Frencli to have been in pos¬ 
session of Holstein and Jutland, still 
Zealand might have been defended with 
effect against the French arms. My lords, 
it was my lot to be employed on a very 
important mission, and I think it the 
more necessary to say a few words res¬ 
pecting that mission-in consequence of 
partial extracts from my letters having 
been communicated in another place, by 
which I have been held out as giving opi¬ 
nions which were never delivered by me. 
The Russian army in Poland never amount¬ 
ed to more than 70,000 men, with the eij- 
ception of two detached divisions, amount¬ 
ing to about 30,000. The French troops 
Were estimated at 150,000* From the 
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4 isB 9 ters sustained by the former^ and after 
fihe unfortunate battle of Friedland, the los^ 
' of the Russians* amounted to ,40,000 men : 
they also 1898 oflicers, and 29 gene¬ 
rals. I then perfectly convinced that 
Russia must make peace with France. I 
believe also that the emperor of Russia 
was sincere in his desire to mediate, if 
possible, a peace between this country 
and France; but, at all events, I then be¬ 
lieved that the relations of peace and 
a mity might have been preserved be- 
Great Britain and Russia. The 
Treaty of Tilsit was signed on the 7th of 
July. On the 23d of August, my lords, 

I had a conversation with the emperor of 
Russia at Kamincostroff. Ilis imperial 
majesty asked me whether I had not ad¬ 
mitted to count StrogonolF, three days 
Hfter the battle of Friedland. tl^it it was 
necessary for him to make pence 4 I,told 
him that I had done so, that I was of that 
opinion then, which subsequent events 
had cqpfirnied ; that 1 thought, myself 
bound in justice to him, and to myself, 
publicly to avow it, which I should con¬ 
tinue to do as long as I lived. His im[>e- 
riai maj-csty said, we are, tlien, both agreed 
on the necessity there was to make peace. 

I answered in the affirmative. His im¬ 
perial majesty proceeded to state, that he 
had offered his mediation to England; 
that he attached no filae vanity {irloriole 
was the French word) to the acceptance 
or rejection of his mediation ; but that if 
W’as his most sincere and anxious wish that 
England should make peace, as he was 
sure that it was his interest, and also that 
of Eufope, and om'^, that we should re¬ 
store tranquillity to the w^orld,—I said to 
his Imperial majesty, that he had not given 
sufficient time’ for "England to accept or 
reject his mediation, because a much 
longer period than a month must elapse 
before any answer could be received ; 
and though the disposition of my mind 
inclined towards peace, 1, nor no other 
man in England would accept il^ but on 
conditions the most reasonable and ho¬ 
nourable ; that as far as we were concern¬ 
ed,^the events of the war had been highly 
■favourable.—^To which his Imperial ma¬ 
jesty replied, that the time allowed was of 
no importance, because wc might take three 
or four months, if we pleased, to acceptor 
reject his mediation : but his anxious wish 
and dmre was, that we should make 
peaoe^ That Im had a perfect knowledge 
of.||le feelings and character of the pen- 
lof England; thkt he had been madef 


acquainted by Buonaparte with the con- 
(jitions of peace proposed to be offered, 
and that he had no doubt that even 1 my¬ 
self would consider them to be iiighly 
reasonable and honourable.— Some confi¬ 
dential conversation followed, whicii I 
do not think myself at liberty to disclose, 
Vit from what then jr.vssed, as 1 have 
al ^aih r^stated. I wais justified iu lu iieving, 
relations of ptrace and amity 
irlightMiave been presc*rvc‘d lietweeii the 
tv^o coVntries. It has beiui stated in an¬ 
other p\cc, that 1 had given an opinion, 
that if the attack on Copenhagen had not 
taken place, Russia would not have gone 
to war with this eouiilry. ]\ly lords, I 
never gave any such opinion, nor do 1 mean 
now to say, that if tint attack liad not 
been made, tln rc would have luu n no 
war with Russia, but i nu'an to say, that 
the result of that expi'dition did inalei lally 
change the relations hetwerui (ire;ii Ihi- 
tain and Russia, and giM* rise to senti¬ 
ments^ of a very hostile nature at the 
(k^urt of Pelrr^hurgh. lutidligeiue ol‘ 
the result of the attack oii Copenliagen 
arrived at St. Peterslnirgh on tlie '.^Ttli or 
2Sth of August. On the -Itii of Se)d, I 
saw the emperor a vsocond tune at Kainin- 
costroff. His Imperial majesty began the. 
eonversation by a-kmg nu*, “ what I 
thought of our attack iqioii Copenhagen r" 
1 replied, that 1 was entirely ignorant of 
the ciictimstanees which had occasioned 
that attack, but that 1 hojied the aclminis- 
4ratvrm in England could justify them¬ 
selves, and ])rove to the world that the 
Hanes wi re on the eve of joining all their 
forces to the rrench, to make common 
cause aguin.t l.ngland.—His Imperial 
majesty tohl me in reply, that it was im- 
possilih for me to be of that opinion, if I 
w6uld recollect the repeated conversations 
wliich*had taken place between us, on the 
Subject of Denmark, at Bartenstein, in 
vvliich he told me that ho had used every 
effort in his powder to bring forward the 
Crown Prince of Denmaik, and to induce 
him to join llie coalition against France ; 
the answ ers of the prim e had always been 
explicit and umform, that he had main¬ 
tained for many years a system of neu¬ 
trality, in wlnich he was determihed to 
perst‘vere, as the [leople whom he govern¬ 
ed had flourished and prospered under it; 
apd that no consideration should ever in¬ 
duce him to depart from it. His Impe¬ 
rial majesty added, that I must be ac¬ 
quainted with the decision of charactet 
which belonged to the Ctovm Prince# 
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that nothing was so dillicult as to shake 
his determinations, of to induce him t<f 
change any line of conduct which he had 
once adopted; and that he was sure ni 
connection existed between the French 
and Danish government previous to our 
attack on Copenhagen.—^1 then said, thattf 
I believed lord G. L. Gower had delivered 
to his Imperial majesty’s minister 
on the subject; to which his 
majesty answered that he had, out that 
the contents of it were nugatory, as it 
contained no siiflicient explanation) or 
offer of satisfaction. His Imperial ma¬ 
jesty then proceeded to state the great 
concern which our unjustifiable aggression 
had given him ; that the French govern¬ 
ment never had done any thing so strong 
—that it justified every thing they had 
done or might do hereafter. If such pro¬ 
ceedings were admissible, there was an 
end of all those relations which had usually 
influenced the conduct of nations towarefs 
each other; that every body was at liberty 
to do just what they pleased, and that lie 
might attack Sweden to-morrow. Ilis 
Imperial majesty then told me in the 
most peremptory language, tone, and 
manner, that he would have satisfac¬ 
tion, complete satisfaction, for this un¬ 
provoked aggression. That it was his 
duly as emperor ot Russia to demand it, 
and that he would have it; and he asked 
me, whether even I myself would venture 
to differ with him on that subject ? lie 
then said, that he was hound to Denmark 
by the most solemn treaties and engage¬ 
ments, which treaties and engagements he 
was determined to adhere to and fulfil. 
His Imperial majesty then added, that he 
supposed we meant to make an attack on 
Cronstadt; he did not know what the 
event of that attack might be, but this life 
knew, that he was determined to resist to 
the last man, and to prove himself not 
entirely unworthy of filling that liigh 
station to which it had pleased Providence 
to call him. 1 told his imperial majesty 
that 1 had strong reason to hope and be¬ 
lieve, that no attack would be made on 
troiistadt. His Imperial ‘majesty said he 
was prepared for such an event, and had 
taken Ifis determination upon it, which was 
that vvhich he had before stated to me. He 
then closed the conversation, by repeating 
with much emph uis that he would havf 
satisfaction for Denmark.*^ —My lords : 
after such a dctlaraiion, is there any man 
who can say that tlie attack upon Copen¬ 
hagen has n(ft had a considerable efiect 
VoL. X, 
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upon ^the disposition of the emperor of 
RussiaImust even think jthat it formed 
a principal part of the immediate cause of 
war with Russia; and I will ask if thi.^was 
not a good cause? TJie feasoii it was not 
immediately declared, I have reason to be¬ 
lieve, was that Russia had two fleets at 
sea, and in some measure in our power.— 
My lords; I cannot sit down without com- 
pl^ning of the liberties that have been 
taken by the English newspapers, with the 
character of the emperor of Russia. W hile ^, 
in his dominions I repeatedly expericncecT 
the most unpleasant sensations, on perus¬ 
ing the false and scandalous animadver¬ 
sions of our public prints. There was a 
time, when such unjustiliabIc attacks would . 
not have been permitted, or would have 
been punished. To the good faith, mag¬ 
nanimity ,«and perseverance, of the em- 
peroi^Akixander, I wisli to bear iny tes¬ 
timony. I am persuaded that there was 
not a soldier nor a cannon in all his 
dominions, that was not called foi?4h in 
the w^ar. I cannot sit down without so¬ 
lemnly declaring, that our conduct towards 
Denmark is generally disapproved of on 
the continent. I declare it in the face of 
this house and of all England, and under 
this conviction I shall certainly give my 
cordial vote for the motion of the noble 
duke. 

Lord contended, that not only the 

papers moved for by his noble friend ought 
to be produced, but also whatever informa¬ 
tion had been received respecting the naval 
preparations of Denmark, or the intentions 
of that power to join in a maritime confe¬ 
deracy against this cjountry. This* was 
inl'ormation which, he concluded, would 
not be produced, because no sMch infor¬ 
mation had been received* and thus the 
house was to be left without a single do¬ 
cument to support the extraordinary, un¬ 
precedented, and unjustifiable measures 
against Copenhagen. The consideration^ 
of the hostility of Denmark was now 
wholly pot out of the question, and the 
act was defended on the* ground of the law 
of nations. But he would contend> that 
no precedent for such a measure was to be 
found in the history of Europe. It was By 
the principles of the law of nations that 
the conduct of ministers was to be judged ; 
they were not then called upon to approve 
or condemn the thing, or its authors; they 
wanted information merely to enable them 
to form a judgment. If any thing could 
give delight in reading the hisfory of ciyil- 
ieed nationSi it was the progressive ins- 
2 A • 
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prorement that was to he traced ia laty 
and civilization anioiigst the nations of the 
world. This was the iirU instance in 
which the principles of that amelioration 
had been trampled Cipon by us. Kovolu¬ 
tionary France was the lirst to violate* 
those principles, and in support of them 
and for our seciiiit}", we had carried^on a 
war against that country at the expence 
of 200 millions of mor\ey. France then 
made the Treaty of Pilnitz her pretext, as 
country now did that of Tilsit, hrajice 
gave then no evidence of such a treaty, 
neither did ministers now. He had op¬ 
posed the government in the late Avar, not 
because lie condemned the principle, hut 
because he did not think that the war 
would accomplish its professed objec^t. He 
. opposed the W’ar upon that ground, though 
it was supported by the matchless (-lo- 
qucnce of tlie minister who then presjdetl 
over his majesty’s council—an eloquence 
which far exceeded any thing that had 
ever iTeen exhibited in any assenibly ot a 
civilized nation. This country had always 
put itself forth as the conservator of the 
peace of the Avorld ; and well she might, 
standing as she did upon a rock, inacces¬ 
sible to the common enemy. If she had 
persevered in her honourable career, the 
tyranny of the continent would go w hen 
the tyrant was gone. What would have 
been th^ opinion of other nations of this 
illustrious country, if she had made sacri¬ 
fices and encountered risks in adhering to 
her old principles ? So far from gaining 
security by abandoning them, she exposed 
hersejf to ruin. In his opinion, tlie law of 
nations had been violated, and he should 
explain his notion of the matter by a very 
simple illustration. If a fire were to break 
out in the Ilayntarkct, it would be justi¬ 
fiable to pull clowm an adjoining house to 
prevent the spreading of the flames; but 
a man would be by no means justified in 
pulling dowm his neighbour's house, at 
Hyde Park Corner, lest the conflagration 
should reach his ihouse; still frss on a 
rumour of such a fire, when no fire had 
taken place in the Haymarket, or on a 
report alone that some maliciou.s person 
intended to set the house there on fire. 
He w^ould prefer that France had the 
Danish fleet, rather than we the enmity of 
the Danlhh, people. Ministers thought 
they got rid of danger, but they had 
goCjnto the midst of it. The conduct of 
the English in the massacre of all the 
ma on the report of an invasion by 
In, recorded in the first volume of Mi\ 
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dhmws history, was an analogous case. 
^ he invasion tlid take place which hiid not 
jpeen before in contcrnjilalion, and a 
tireadful retaliation Avas llic consccjuence. 
If the fact was that Denmark was hostile, 
itowc should InA'O encountered and beat her 
I manfully. Ho ridiculed the idea of mi¬ 
nisters taking away so many useless sliips, 
cUi^rtTiristening them anew, as the Gypsies 
(fid chil#en \vhomth<*y had purloined. If 
we had carerully avoided imitating France, 
ii w'c had ohsened j)riiici})les pure and im- 
containinated, England W’ould be noAv 
looked u|> to as the shield, the disinterested 
})votector, and the saviour of Europe ; and 
the nations of the earth might expect to 
liuve their chains broken. But ministers 
had no rul(!'> of right but their ow n opinion. 
Tliey did not even deign to consult parlia¬ 
ment. He compared them to an urifin - 
tunate party in a court of law', wdio, from 
the total want of papers, documents, and 
proofs, b}’ wliich he had hoped to have 
estabfishrd his point, finds liimself in the 
disagrcealile predicament of being non¬ 
suited. He Considered this as tlie greatest 
cause tlrat ever A\as, or could he, agitated 
in an assembly of the civilized world. 
From the unfortunate proceedings that 
Aven‘ had recourse to, we could neither 
derive security, satisfaction, nor iKmoiir. 

Lord Borhii'do?! defended the expcditioiA 
to Copenhagen, on the grounds of the evi¬ 
dent intention of France to obtain pos¬ 
session of the Danish fleet, and the ina- 
bilfiy of Denmark, as w ell as her disin- 
clillation, to resist ; nor did he see on 
what grounds noble lords on the other 
side could condcunn the expedition to Co- 
' penliagen, witliout aliv) condemning tlie 
(expedition to Constantinople,‘and the In¬ 
structions alleged to have been issued to 
a squ'jjdron sent to the Tagus. The noble 
and learned lord who spoke last had com¬ 
pared togethei* the Treaty of Pilnitz and 
the Treaty of Tilsit; the former, it had 
been formerly stated by a noble lord 
(Circnville^ on the other side, then in offic e, 
had no existence ; could it for a moment 
be contended tliat the Treaty of Tilsit bad 
no existence ? [Lord Erskinc said ac ross 
the house, he meant the secret articles.] 
The? secret arflclcs were also clearly esta¬ 
blished. With respect to the offer of 
llus.sia to mediate, it had been said * by a 
noble lord on a former evening, that a me¬ 
diator was not an umpire. Upon this 
subject, however, he would (juote the au¬ 
thority of an able diplomatist, he meant 
M* Talleyrand, who, in a report to tha 
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French Senate, expressly states, that 
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ground of refusing the oUer of Russiajti ^pos.^ihility of any account, even of the 
mediate between France and Austria was, isteiice of the Treaty of lilsit, being 


that she wa^ too much a party in the cauSti 
to be an impartial mediator. He was so 
fully convinced from tiie inibrmation which 
had been communicated, and from tia? 
evident state of Europe, of the wisdom and 
policy ofsecuriug the Danish jleet, that 
he thought ministers, if they^, had nr^t 
re.sorted to that iiKasure, ought to have 
been arraigned as criminals at their lord- 
ships’ bah 

'file Earl of Buckhighcmishire to give 
hi> support to the motion of the noble 
duke, oil account of the extraordinary 
pn^dicament in which parliament nas 
placed. He conceived, that it never be¬ 
fore had liappened, that the nation had 
been engaged in a new war, without the 
precise ground upon which hostilities had 
c:oninienced being stated to parliament: 
whereas, upon the present occasion, the 
house w^as not merely without inforigiiation 
as to the specific cause of the war; but 
his majesty had been advised, both iii the 
Declaration in Answer to the Russian Ma¬ 
nifesto, and in the Speech at the opening 
of the session, to declare a cause lor the 
war with Denmark, wdiich his ministers 
upon their legs in parliament had been 
oliligcd to relinquish.—In the answer to 
the Russian IManifeblo, the expression 
made use of by his majesty was as fol¬ 
lows : Ills majesty feels himself under 

no obligation to olfer any atoncmeiU, oi* 
aiiology, to the emperor of Ricssia, for the 
expedition against Copenhagen. It is not 
for those who were parties to the secret ar¬ 
rangements of Tilsit, to demand satisfac¬ 
tion fora measure to which thosi‘ arrango- 
ineiits ga\ e rise ; and by which one of the 
objects of them has been happily defent- 
ed.’' And again, in the speech *111 the 
.opening of the session, it >yas stated by his* 
majesty’s coinmissioners, that “ they are 
commanded by his majesty to inl’orm you, 
that no sooner had the result of the nego¬ 
tiations at Tilsit coiifirnied the influence 
. and controul of I'raucc over the powers 
of the continent, than his majesty v\as uji- 
prized of the intention of the enemy to 
combine those powers m.«i gemu-al con¬ 
federacy, to be directed, either to tlxe en¬ 
tire jBubjugation of this kingdom, or to im^ 
posing upon his majesW an insecure aiid 
Ignominious peace.^-' — The noble earl then 
proceeded to shew by dates, the accuracy 
of which, he said, could not be qoestioned, 
that the expedition agaiti^*Copenlxagen 
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Jjnd actually sailed before there was a 

cy- 

eaty of being re- 

c<‘iv(d in this country ;—that it w'as*iiot a 
question as to what articles might 
have contained, whether they were more 
or less hostile to our interests; but, the 
a* iual conclusion of any Treaty could not 
havt> been known.—Under these circum- 


st^mccs his majesty’s miiii.sters had been 
driven to the necC.ssity of finding out other 
reasons for having commenced hostilities: 
involving themselves in the strange 
sisieucy of advising his majesty to assign 
to Europe and to his parliammit a cause 
of war, wdiic'h they had totally abandoned 
in their attempt to justily the measure.—.* 
The noble earl said, that even if the con¬ 
stant practice of parliament did not w'ar- 
rant the ijxpectation of official documents* 
being Uiid upon the table, for the purpose 
of explaining the ground upon which the 
country was plunged into a neww^ar, the 
circums4^anccs lie had slated rendered it 
indispcnsibly necessary, in this instance, 
lie considered it the more requisite to 
furnish the fullest information, because 
the honour of the country was deeply in¬ 
volved in the transaction. The attack of 
a pov>er, in perlect amity with us, against 
whom no act of ho.stility had been alleged, 
was in itself so questionable a proceeding, 
that it called for every explanation that 
it was possible to produce in its justifica¬ 
tion.—Under circumstances somewhat si¬ 
milar, what w^as the conduct of the great 
king of Prussia? Their lordships would 
recollect, that during the seven years war 
he had suddenly marched an arniy into 
Saxony, and taken possession of Dresden, 
the capital of the elector:—but he had 
not felt that he had donoeiio’ugh to satisfy 
the w orld by declaring that he had pro¬ 
cured copies of the irealy actbally entered 
into by the king of Poland, then elector 
of Saxony, for the partition of his domi¬ 
nions; mr, having aiterwards obtained 
possession of the original treaty, he pub¬ 
lished it at every couft in Europe, in or¬ 
der to render his justification com])lete.— 
The noble earl said, he had understood, 
that it was intended to adduce this t^*e- 
cedent in favour of the attack upon Co¬ 
penhagen, but it was now sufficiently evi¬ 
dent, that it would not have answered the 
purpose, as in the one^casc there was a 
■positive act of aggression on the part of 
the power attackeil, and in the other, no 
allqg^ ground of complaint.—He had 
»listen^ to the noble marquis (Wellesley) 
Q X Q • 
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will' th^ utmost attention. He the Jhanks of Parliament to those ollicers, 
greatest admiration of hiii talents, an8 ^pat must be thought of the power of the 
aiiection for his person; alid if the elo- ^anes to defend Zealand, with snflicient 
querft speech he had delivered had failed nine for preparation—the 25,000 men 
to.carry convictfion to his mind, he must withdrawn from Holstein, in addition to 
, believe that the opinion he had formed the 35,000 which, by the report made to 
was not to be shaken. There was one nis majesty's ministers, were actually in' 
part, however, of his noble friend^s state- arras upon the island? Whatever zeal 
raent, which he must acknowledge was for the public interests, professional know- 
calculated to make a considerable im- ledge, and a gallant spirit could eftect, 
pression; but which, upon examination, he was persuaded those oiheers would 
b. ^youlci be found untenable. Having nearly have accomplished; but their services 
abandohed the idea, entertained by many must have been greatly cxaggerattal if 
|!>ersons who had not taken the trouble to the Danes could not prevent Zealand 
inquire into the subject, of the practica- from fallinginto the hands of France, with 
bility of an army with stores, ammunition, all their resources applied to that purpose— 
and cannon, equal to the capture of such 00,000 men in arms, and a naval force, 

,a place as Copenhagen, passing upon the with which France could not provide the 
ice from Holstein to Zealand, he had means of contending. Ilis noble friend 
‘stated, that boats might easily bef obtained had .stated, that Buonaparte had declared 
by the French, and the passage* of the at his levee, that the fleets botli ot Portu- 
Belt effected, in ordinary seasons; for gal and Denmark should be united against 
that, in the straits Avhich separated Zea- this country ; and that he seldom failed 
land from the continent, there \vei e no to ex« ute his purposes, so publicly an- 
tides ; and that the floating masses of ice, nOunced. That such a declaration might 
when driven by the w'ind, had such an be considered as an indication of the real 
effect, that xio cruizers could keep their designs of Buonaparte, he w^as ready to ad- 
statioixs ; and that it frequently happened, mit ;■—hut, had he succeeded in the case 
that when driven off, they were not able of Portugal ? and he was persuaded he 
to regain them for many weeks. To this would equally have failed in that of 
statement, the noble earl said, he would Denmark, though the custody of their 
oppose the opinion of the highest naval own ships had been left to the Danes them- 
authority (lord St. Vincent's) in this, or selves.—Upon an attentive consideration 
in any ol*her country ; and upon that au- of the whole of this subject, he was decid- 
thonty he would venture to assert, that, edly of opinion, that it was not only the 
so far from cruizers not being able to frueicstofthe court of Copenhagen, but 
keep their station in the Belt in ordinary its settled policy, to maintain a system of 
seasons, the anchorage was so good as to neutrality. But it was not surprising, that, 
rendef it perfectly practicable ; and, by with such a government as that of Franc© 
placing gun-boats upon the coast ready to deal with, the ncce.ssity of temporizing, 
to put off) ^ny armament unsupported by to an extent that might sometijnes appear 
a superior nuvaf force might be effectually unfriendly to this country, should occa<* 
rented.—The noble earl said, he was sidhally arise ;—and the more especially, 
aware, that during the late actack upon when it would be recollected, that the con- 
the island of Zealand, some few vessels tinental possessions of Denmark were in ‘ 
had got over, notwithstanding the vigi- the power of Buonaparte whenever he 
lance of our cruizers; but the number was mi^ht be disposed to take measures for 
so small, as rather to furnish an argument their subji^ation. It did not however 
in favour of his statement than against it. follow, that because it might have been 
—His lordship declared, that no man en- expedient for the Crown Prince to pursue 
tertained a higher opinion of the officers that policy, in the hope of retaining those 
emfiloyed upon the expedition than he possessions, that he would have carried it 
did. He knew their merits, and with to the extent‘of surrendering info the 
many of them had lived in habits of friend- hands of the French emperor his navy ; 
ship and intimacy; but, if with such a the real source of his strength, and inde- 
fbm as was then sent, both naval and pcgfidance: a surrender, that must inevi- 
itdlitarv, considering the unprepared state tably have led, in a very short time, to 
of th#Danish government to meet it, there the ruin of the commerce, and the loss of 
BO much difficulty to surmount, the colonies of Denmark* In truth, the ho- 
a#f||f repre^nted upon the motion foi the I nour, the and politictl steadiness* 
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which had distinguished the Crown Prince^ 
all led to a diliorent conclusion ; and 
lordship said, he was thoroughly convinA^ 
ed that his royal highness had the means; 
as well as the disposition, to defend his 
maritime independance, even if he was not 
allowed to maintain that system of neu¬ 
trality, in which it certainly was his inter¬ 
est to persevere. It had not been pre¬ 
tended that Denmark had manifested a 
hostile disposition towards this country ; 
on the contrarv, his majesty had lament¬ 
ed the cruel necessity which had obliged 
him to have re,course to acts of hostility 
against that nationattributing the 
m(‘asur€\s lie had reluctantly taken to the 
designs of France, under an idea, as ex- 
prcssc'd in his majesty Declaration of the 
2j ol’Sept. (p. 115.)lhat, '' Holstein once 
ottupied, the inland of Zealand was at 
the lie icy of i iiau e, and the navy ofDen- 
111 aik at his disposal.^^ — ^To this proposi¬ 
tion ilie nehle earl said, he must dissent, 
ior the reasons already staled. Afttr the 
ah*e speech of the learned lord (Erskine) 
he reli no inclination to enter into the dis- 
< iibr iOn of the law of nations, as connected 
with rtiis c^ne^tioii. He would however 
cosei’.e. that he thought the reasoning in- 
concid'ive, which attempted to bring the 
si'i^urc of the Danish Fleet within the 
pniK ijile ot self-preservation. The idea 
of a northern conrcderacs, combining all 
the innai tbree of the Baltic, had indeed 
been held out to alarm the country, and 
to swell the danger which the measures' 
that had been adopted were intended to 
avert; whilst the real fact was, as it would 
appear upon a close view of the. case, that 
of this supposed ^combination of naval 
force, bwetlen was with us, the Baltic 
fleet belonging to Russia completely in 
our power, and therefore the Danish fleet 
(even if at the disposal of France, Irhich 
at least was questionable,) >he only danger 
against w^hich we had to provide; and 
this, his majesty's ministers would repre¬ 
sent to the country to be so imminent, as 
to justify measures which, but for the 
french revolution, would be without pre¬ 
cedent, and which his lordship said, he 
could never admit to be of a magnitude to 
warrant the application of the principle of 
self-defence, as laid down by any author 
upon the law of nations.—Without inquiry . 
into the particulars of the secret arrangci;> 
ments entered into at Tilsit,war with Rus¬ 
sia became probable from the moment that 
treaty was concluded; and the strong ap- < 
prehension it txcited in the minds of his 


majesty's minister of a northern con|||de- 
rSicy, at the head of which the em'perdr of 
Russia had agreed to place himself, ren¬ 
dered it their duty to take precautionary 
measures against that power. It had been 
said however, that the Russian people 
were friendly to this country, and that an 
attack upon Cronstadt would have had an 
injurious ellbct upon their feelings ; and 
thi^ was an argument brought forward by 
those who could • resolve to attack the 
unotlendiiig Danes, and inflict all the 
horrors of a besieged and bombariJedf 
capital upon the innocent inhabitants.'^ 
But even supposing that it was not advis¬ 
able to meddle with the few hulks left at 
Cronstadt (and it had been stated by high 
official authority that there was nothing 
else there), why, under the circumstances 
of dangeiv upon which alone our conduct* • 
w^as defended, were the Russian ships of 
war that passed through our fleet in the 
Baltic, and the Russian squadron in the 
Mediteripanean, suffered to eacape^ By 
taking possession of the latter, we should 
have facilitated the negotiation then de¬ 
pending with the Turks ; and with such 
an instrument in our hands, we might 
safely have tnisted to the mediation of 
ihe court of Petersburg; whilst at the 
same time, by a strong naval force in the 
Baltic, we should have protected Sweden, 
have enabled Denmark to liiaintain her 
neutrality, kept open the Sound, sind thus 
effectually have disappointed the expec¬ 
tations Buonaparte had formed troiii the 
influence he had acquired over the em¬ 
peror of Russia. By such a course, we 
should have commajided the re.?pect, 
instead of drawing upon us the enmity, of 
all Europe. But above all, we should 
have avoided the abandonment of those t 
sacred principles of justice and honoijr, 
by which the conduct of our government 
had been so advantageously contrasted 
with that of France ; we should have kept 
alive that hope, which, under all the pres^ 
sure of tlJlB times, had animated and encou¬ 
raged a large proportiofl of the community 
of this country ;—that the atrocious and 
profligate principles of the French govern¬ 
ment must lead to its destruction, and that 
to whatever difficulties and dangers we 
might be exposed, by the vicissitudes of 
war, the hand of Providence would ulti¬ 
mately be stretched forth for the protec¬ 
tion and security of the British nation.— 
His lordship concluded by saying, thai in 
this view of this transaction, we had com¬ 
paratively gained little in point of strength 
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bu^bst every thing in point of character; 
ancffhe' was apprehensive we ^houl«l 
lament*the day, vvhon the people 
of Eogland had been taught to receive the 
spoils of Copenhagen as naval trophies, 

** Turao tenipiis erit, rnagno cam optaverit 
emptuin 

** liitactum Palianta; ct cum spolia ista, 
djcrnque, • , 

« Odcrit!’^- 

Under all these circumstances, the nof)lc 
earl considered it his duty to support the 
kMlon of the noble duke; not oiil^ , 
because an adequate justification of the 
attack upon Copenhagen did not appear 
to have been made out ; but, because the 
house \vas not in possession of sufficient 
documents to give authority and effect to 
its proceedings. 

f. Lord Harrowbj/ feared, if the v^oblc earl 
had not been convinced by the arguments 
urged with so much force and eloquence 
by the noble marquis, that he should fail 
to convince him : he thought it his duty, 
however, shortly to state the grounds of 
his own opinion. Tht- intentions of France, 
with respect to Denmark, and the ability 
of the latter power to resist, appeared 
him so evident, that he thought minlstti\s 
would have been highly culpable, if tin y 
had not rerurted to measures to sc'CTire 
the Danish fleet from the gravsp of the 
enemy. A learned and nclilelord (Frskiiie) 
had res'kid great part of his arguments 
against this measure on the law of nations ; 
but if one belligerent power set aside the 
law of nations, and substituted its own law 
to which neutrals chose to conform, another 
belligerent power had a riglit to treat those 
neutrals in the same manner as tliey suf¬ 
fered themselves to be dealt with. If one 

^power acted im defiance of the law of na- 
ti(^ns, and could not be coerced in*o an 
observance of it, that law which had been 
established by common Cf>iisent, w'as for 
the time abrogated, and another power 
ought not to be bound by it to its own 
detriment. In this point of viewitand with 
the situation of Eutope before our eyes, he 
considered the justification of the attack 
on Copenhagen complete, nor did he want 
further documents to prove its necessity- 
It required a much broader principle to 
support the expedition to Constantinople, 
which was undertaken solely for Russian 
interests. The object of tlvc expedition to 
Copenhagen was to avert a danger from 
this^country. He could readily ciHiceive 
that many of thos^ who supported the ex- 
lotion to Copenhagen, might object t# 
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tl!c expedition to Constantinople, but he 
fetuld not conceive upon whut ground those 
vwftio supported the latter could object to 
file former. 

The Earl of Moira said, that he had 
some difficulty in persuading himself, 
^when the noble lord was speaking, mIio 
had just sat down, that he uas in a ih ilisli 
house of parliament. All excuses lie I’omid 
were noAv given u]j, for a dert licticui of 
those high pririci])les of iiaLionel honour 
which it had long been our l)oas.t and cmr 
glory to maintain inviolate, and the oniv 
ajiology that was pleaded for the eoiii- 
mis^ioii of an act Mhlth iiad lefi an inde¬ 
lible stain upon our character, uas, tha< it 
was matter of mere speeulativt* conve¬ 
nience. Much hud lieen said, though in 
his opinion but little to the purpose^ ut the 
hostihi intentmus of the prc'^ent rider of 
France. Ts'o one <l<>iible(l ot those inten¬ 
tions ; hut ^\here was the evideiiee that 
there was an\ colhis'on on tile part of 
Deniqarl.; and unless such collusion was 
pi'evt‘d, how were wt* lo be justiiied for 
venting n})onDenmark the hostility which 
w^e owed lo I'rance ? Putting this consi¬ 
deration, however, wholly aside, it had 
been said that it was merely [lossihle that 
the Dani‘‘fi tleer woulvl liavc*, I'allen into tiic 
hands of Buonaparte, iiad not we inter¬ 
cepted her views. It ap]>eared likewiw to 
him, that the un'ouii Is upon which this 
supposition rested w'cre altogether impro¬ 
bable. Denmark had mhtornilyprescrved 
• a strict neutrality between the belligtui'nl 
powTrs ; and there was no reason to think 
that, on the present oecaMon, slic would 
deviate from it. Her army had taken a 
strong position in Holstein, the moment 
the French troops entered Ihuiovcr ; and 
he had not the smallest doubt that, had 
sKe been attacked, slie would have de- 
fende4i herself with gallantry and perse¬ 
verance. He wever could bring himself 
to adopt, or in any way to countenance; 
the cold-blooded speculation oft hose who 
inferred, from the iidenonty of the Danish 
force in point of numbers, that tlicrefore 
she must have* been conquered ; as if bra* 
very was not paramount in every contest 
to mere numerical strength. Tliose who 
reasoned in this w^ay would have ' consi¬ 
dered our ancestors who fought and (‘on- 
quered at Poietiers and Agiacourt as fools 
and ideots. The Danes might not indeed 
have been able to save the provinces ol 
Holstein and Jutland, but had they not the 
island of Zealand to which to retire, and 
whither it was impossible fdr their enemy 
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to follow them ? No inference, he coi-| leave, their batteries and the «astle of 
tended, eould he drawn from the passale^ Cronstadt standing^ Why* did they thus 
of a few individuals, in favour of the po\ forget their o 1 :)]ect, and leave their busl- 
sibility of conveying an army across the ness half fiijishcd t Again, they pleaded 
licit, particularly when it was considered necessity as ;tn a[)t)logy. *lf necessity here 
that they would have had the assistance^ meant any thing al all, it was a strict nc- 
botli of a British and a Swedish naval force cessily which never had been | 3 roved : 
to guard the [)assugo. But even supposing and it bv peee.S’>itv was intended to be 
that Buonaparte had acquired by some (lenchu:iat'‘d cvnly a higher sort of expe- 
means or other tlu' Danidi tlet*t as an ac- di.*ncy, the same, plea might be urged in 
cession to his strcngtli, be had no hesi- excuse of any expedition, however rasb^ 
ration Avhatever 111 declaring, that he would however cruel, iiowcwer brutal; for , 

rather have sc('n double the number of was to draw the line between what really 
ships ilrat tludr fleet < onsisted of in his came under this description, and w'hat did 
|au( r, tliari that ue should have obtained not? A noble marquis had talked in high 
It h\ ihe means bv which it liad e-orne into terms of the fortitude of tlu^ nation, and 
our ])0'>scs^ioii. As If. u»' as there w.is a <d‘the imporianee of its shewing itself firm 
|)(;v\cr in ivaropi' wlocl}, from its regard to and determined in the qjrescnt crisis ; but - 
'iNtlcf' and to ihc l ights (d' other stales, vvhtU'e was the fortitude of the government,, 
r mid form a sort oi'i Hying j'oint to the when it ('ould be frightened into an act 
ojiprt ssed, tlimc w as some probability e(|ually*incompatible witli its honour and 
I lull thi‘mUK'us w lio ere gif^anlng under in cre.sts by the existence of sixteen mi- 
the yoke of cl p'ulcss and inexorable scrable, paltry ships in the port of a neutral 
tyrant, ivould h.ive w’aU bed for sonh; op- powei ? The nation had long been distin- 
])ortunity, and made some exertion m gie :hed by its fortitude and magnanimity 
ctommoii to tlirow it off. Such a pow’cr in the midst of danger, and in those qua- 
vvas this country, previous to the bite most lilies it was no more deficient now than at 
unjustifiable ami unfortunate attack upon au% former period, but it was not by such 
Denmaik ; but by this attack t’ua, hope a pitiful resource as tliat wdilcli had been 
had been comple'tly extinguislie i. A resorted to in the present instance, that 
noble lord hui said that w^ar was always a this spirit was to be kept alive. If we had 
scourge, meaning by this to ( lass the jire- any thing to fear from Denmark, w'as it 
ftent among the ordinary mcasuies oi'lios- enough to have warded oil’the di^iiger for 
tilitv, whereas lie asserted, that this was one year? In. said for one, year, for had 
hardly to lie rouijiarcd wdth any otlier^ we not le!i thf'm in possession of their 
aggressliui, becausf' it poured destruction docks, in which they might soon build 
upon iluj Innocent as inevitable as it other ships, and had they not the same 
had been unprovoked. The minister numbe r of seamen they ever had* wdth 
who sigmul tlie order for the expedition which to man themf lie solemnly as- 
.should, before afiiKing his name to the sured their lordships of his firm convic- 
fatal instrument, have reflected on the tion, that the present measure had brought^ 
distraction of mothers on seeing tlieir map- us nearer to ruin than any, of which miy 
gled infaiVs, and the distress in wljich it administration, however marked eitner 
was to involve thousands who were guilty, by temerity ou improvidence, had ever 
ofnoollencc. It had bteh said, indeed, been guilty, because it had disaffected 
that these calamities were the eifect of every power in Europe to our cause. Its 
rivsistance, but who could blame this re- eflects \^ero soon visible in the disposi- 
sistanm*, or did not the Danes, *from this tion of dhe Court of Rii.ssia, and in the 
very cireumstunce, jiarticularly vecom- minds of the Danish people it had planted 
mend themselves to the? respect of a ge- the seeds of irreconcilable enmity. He 
ncrous enemy ?—It W'as attempted, too, to concluded w ith conjuring the house .to 
justify,the expedition from the hostile vindicate its owai character and that of 
Kpiriuvhich actuated both government the country, from the reproach that had 
and peojilc of Denmark against this couii- been cast upon it. The silence of the na- 
try. But if this liostile spirit was not to tion, he assured their lordships, did not 
be cured by other means than by bom«- proceed from apathy ; they looked to par- 
barding their capital, why did they not liament for their justification, and if par- 
also demolish those fortifications which liament suffered the business to pass with- 
enabled them* still to shut the Baltic put investigation, it would give rise to se- 
»gainst our navigation > Why did they rious and general discontent. , 
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* The ^arl of Liiwnck was well pleased 
* that ministers Jhtid not rested their defence 
upon private information, leet they might, 
' wheft goaded in debate, or taunted by 
sarcasm, be tempted to imitate a prece¬ 
dent which was more honoured in the 
breach than in the observance. He had 
listened with great attention to the speech 
of the noble lord, on the other side '(lord 
Hutchinson), for whose talents no person 
entertained a higher relfepect than he did, 
J)ut did not feci his opinion in the least 
degree altered. However it might gra¬ 
tify the curiosity of the public to have 
great potentates introduced into these dis¬ 
cussions, and private conversations with 
such eminent personages detailed, he would 
appeal to their lordships, whether such a 
course was wise ? What difficulties might 
not imppse upon future negociators, 
with whom foreign princes would •• not be 
inclined to communicate, lest their con¬ 
versations should be similarly made 
public } This was likely to be felt in 
any future negotiation, for we were not 
to be for ever at war with all the world. 
As to the expedition to Copenhagen, that 
was fully justifiable, because he could 
shew, that from the commencement of the 
last war, the Danes had been hostilely 
(disposed tow^ards this country. They had 
encouraged and allowed privateers and 
enemies vessels to carry their prizes into 
Bergen,*in Norw ay, and to se'l them there, 
condemned in a court formed by the 
French consul at that port. In the year 
1798 his majesty's ministers felt the in¬ 
terests of this country so affected by the 
condifct of Denmark, that they sent in¬ 
structions to our minister at Petersburg, 
to intreat 6f ^hat court to join its remon- 
•strances with liiose of our mini<.ter at Co¬ 
penhagen, to procure an alteration in the 
hostile behaviour of Denmark. Such also 
had been the opinion o*f the Russian 
court relative to the sentiments of that of 
Copenhagen, that when sending a fleet 
and army to co-opera e wi»h tfte allies, 
it was apprehended that the Danes would 
have attempted to prevent them from 
passing the Sound, in which event the 
Russian commander, by secre,t orders, was 
directed to land the troops and attack 
Copenhagen. The conduct of Denmark 
had been equally suspicious during the last 
20 years. If the iti sl ips of the line, 

, which w re in the ports of 

Ru^^wefe added to the 20 belonging to 
there woukl be no doubt that 
»whatever might be the gallantry 


the king of Sweden, would have forced 
s twelve sail of the line to co-operate 
ith them. The noble earl could not 
Took upon a fleet like that as an incon¬ 
siderable force, especially in a port so 
I convenient for the invasion of Ireland, by 
^the passage north about. As to the state 
of Ireland, he could assure their lordships, 
that the people of that country were no 
longer divided by religious prejudices, and 
would be ready to defend their country 
against any invader. They understood 
too well, what a conquered people had to 
expect from the French despot, not to be 
prepared to risk every thing in the defeiif c 
of their countrj". There were still a fe’w 
of the Jacobin faction in the country, w ho 
were ready to do any mischief^ and it was 
not to be wondered at if they had succeeded 
in seducing a few deluded peasants to join 
them in their riotous course. Tlie great 
body of the nation was sound and loyal, 
and a French invading force Avould in no 
part of the empire meet with a more 
general or determined resistance. 

The Earl of Jers^ contended, that there 
was no reason whatever to believe that 
Denmark had entered into any alliance, or 
that she even had any secret understand¬ 
ing with France, previous to our attack 
unon her capital. No such inference could 
be drawn from the quantity of stores 
found in her arsenals, because there had 
not been time to collect those stores be¬ 
tween the period at which the treaty of 
•Tilsit was concluded and the date of our 
invasion. And it was worthy of remark, 
that no movement hostile to us had been 
observed during that interval. It was ra¬ 
ther extraordinary, th^t so many scruples 
should be found to the production of the 
papers now moved for, in a quarter where 
n6 great delicacy had been .observed on 
othert>ccasions, m the publication of offi¬ 
cial papers, and that those ministers who 
had so imprudently disclosed the dis¬ 
patches of sir Arthur Paget, from Vienna, 
and who had commenced their career with 
divulging the secrets of cabinets, should 
now withhold infiimiation which was es¬ 
sential not only* to their own justification, 
but to the satisfaction of the country, 
upon a qucstl<J[q in which the natiolial ho¬ 
nour was so deeply interested. 

Lord Hawkes^ry said, there never was 
q debate in which he would have wished 
more to have heard every thiiij^ that could 
have been said on the othi r side, before 
he delivered his own sentiments; but he felt 
it necessary for him now td state the rca- 
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sons which induced him to agree with liU 
noble friend in rejecting tlie motion wh™ 
had been made. lie was called uponT-l 
stale those reasons by every principle and 
feeling which he held dear—by the share 
which he had tak€!n, in conjunction withy 
his colleagues, in advising the measure— 
and particularly from the ground on 
which he had heard it attacked. Me had 
heard it called an abandonment of every 
principle of morality and justice. iTo 
would wallingly sjjdf the last drop of hjs 
Mood, rather than advise the country to 
abandon those sacred principles ; but he 
was prej>are<J to shew that they had not 
been abandoned or violated. He felt a 
very considt'rable diilicully taken off 
b om him by the able manner in which 
the cause, not so much of ministers as of 
the country, had been already maintained 
by didereiit noble lords, but particularly 
by the very eloquent, argunu'ntative, and 
impressive speech of his noble friend 
(marquis Wellesley). The noble* baron 
(lord Hutchinson) had comploatly mis¬ 
taken his noble friend, when he supj)osed 
him to have contended that it w^as justifi¬ 
able to depart from the general principles 
of morality. He thought that it was the 
best w^ay to make some observations on 
those general principles, before he spoke 
of the facts of this case ; and he believed, 
that if they clearly umlerstood each other, 
it would be found, that there would be no 
great difference with respect to the princi¬ 
ples themselves, but that the doubts would 
be merely upon the facts, and their appli¬ 
cation to those principles. He should 
contend, in the first place, that in the ex¬ 
pedition to Copenhagen, there had been 
no violation, whatever of the principles of 
the law of nations. The best w riters w ho 
had written on the subject of the law^of 
nations, define<I it as arising from tfie law' 
of nature, and it was alldw ed, that what-* 
ever would be justifiable among indivi¬ 
duals, if they had no superior tribunal or 
jurisdiction to appeal to, was* justifiable 
between nation and nation. This law of 
•nations, founded directly on the law of 
nature, had been in some respects modifl- 
ed by^ particular treaties or by the habits 
and usages of mankind in Civilized society. 
The modifications, however, arising from 
treaties, as from customs, must be go¬ 
verned by the consideration, whether ti^e 
other parties adhered to those treaties or 
Usages. If they did not adhere to them, 
the question if ust be referred back again, 
not to the law of force, God forbid I but to 


the natural law. The first ^principle * 
which the law of nation‘s inculcated was ^ 
sell-prescvvation, combined with benevo¬ 
lence and good-will to our fclUnv •crea¬ 
tures. Self-preservations which was the 
strongest ol all principles, justified an in¬ 
dividual in causing the death of another, 
and that not only upon general principles, ' 
but jven by the nuinicipal law. If, then, 
wpwerc to conqiarc this act with what 
the law of natureVould justii'y among in¬ 
dividuals, we ought suppose an inuivieJua^, 
who had Avaged a general war against*tKo 
liuman rac e, who had broken down CA^ery 
thing which was most honoured among 
mankind, w ho had subdued w'hateA'er was 
most strong, who had \ ow ed our dcstruc- 
tioii, and to effect it only wanted those 
arms which w'cre in the hand of a weak 
man, who, if be had the dispositioif,® 
iiad »not the ability to jnevent him from 
seizing them : sujiposc this powe rful indi¬ 
vidual declaring Ins intention to got those 
arms, and taking measures, w as tht to anv 
thing in the law' of nature or reason to 
prevent our dcpiiving tliis weak man of 
a Avcapon, \Ahicli the powerful man A>()uld 
have WTcsted from him to use it to our 
destruction } If no man could deny that 
an individual Avould in such a ca^c have a 
right to act in that manner, why had not a 
nation ? The law ol‘ nations Avas nothing 
different in this respect I'roin Avhat would 
be the law of nature among intlividuaU, 
who had no common judge, or no superior 
tribunal to appeal to. IF he should be 
able to prove, that there was such a mea¬ 
sure of self-preservation and urgency as 
to justify the measures it would be cTnifess- 
ed that it was executed in the mildest 
manner possible ; and that this country 
had put forAvard ilo greater degree (if 
force and vijplencc, than was absoluifely 
necessary to accomplish those objects 
which apneared to his majesty’s advisers 
to be of tlie most urgent and indispensable 
necessity.—In stating the grounds upon 
which lie consideiv'd^the measure to be 
strictly justifiable, he should resolve them 
into the following heads : 1. Whether the 
house belie\ed that there was a design^ on 
the part of the enemy to form a great 
maritime confederacy against this country, 
and to lay hold of the fleet of Denmark to 
effect this purpose ; 2. Whether it was 
practicable for him to carry this design 
into execution, cither by absolute force or 
intimidation; and, 3dly, Whether * the 
object was of sufficient magnitude and 
importance to justify a deviation from the 
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ordinary rules of proceeding. On the 
first point, as to the intention of'Biio# 
naparte, therd^ could he little or no 
douM. At the time of tfic signing of 
the Treaty of Tijsit, no one entertained a 
doubt but thiU it was his object to oblige 
all the maritime powers to join in a great 
confederac y against our commerce and 
our very existence as a nation. IJe yever 
concealed that such w'as his intention. It 
was expi;essly stated in the French bulle¬ 
tins, and in many of the oflicial papers, 
it-appeared not only from these written 
documents, but from his practice. In his 
treaties w'ith Mecklcnburgh and Olden- 
burgh, as well as with Prussia, the exclu¬ 
sion of the British navy and commerce 
from all their ports was expressly stipu¬ 
lated. The justification of Prussia upon 
♦Vhe subject, was, that it w as not a particu¬ 
lar measure with respect to her, 
it was a part of the general system ol the 
continent, to which they were obliged to 
conform. Besides these general .grounds 
which were, however, sufficient to remove 
every possibility of doubt, his majesty^s 
ministers acted from positive information 
which they had received, of the designs of 
France to force the navies of Denmark and 
Portugal to act hostilely against this coun¬ 
try. Very shortly after his majesty’s 
present ministers came into office, they sent 
lOjOOO men to Pomerania, to assist the 
king of Bweden, and had a fleet and con¬ 
siderable body of troops tq send aftei*wards 
to the Baltic, as veinfovcemenls to the cause 
of their ally. Before the sailing of this fleet, 
that information arrived which determined 
them direct this forc3 against Copenha¬ 
gen. . It w as not umisual for parliament to 
act upon a IJict distinctly stated to them by 
his majesty’s ministers ; but, in the pre¬ 
sell case, all the confidence whicli minis¬ 
ters required was, that parlfarnont would 
believe them when they stated, that they 
at that time knew the* fact, which every 
body knows at present, and of which tiiere 
could not be a doubt. They hack receiv¬ 
ed the most authentic information from 
Portugal, that that countiy had been in¬ 
vited into a general conu'dcritcy against 
U8, end to join her navy to that of Den¬ 
mark and the other continental nations. 
A short time afterwards, the French minis¬ 
ter at Lisbi^i^ by a note dated ihe 12th of 
August, Ajj^lvely required that Portugal 
should war against England ; that 

s«i 2 e the persons and properties 
P^^glishmen in Portugal; and that I 
Ipi^uld join their fleet to that of Den- J 
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mjirk and the other continental powers, 
s there any body who could believe 
t Denmark alone was to be excepted 
i/om the nations ('f the continent, whom 
the French emperor wished to force into 
. this general confederacy?—The next point 
jkvas, the practicability of accomplishing liis 
object. Ill considering this, it was neces¬ 
sary to consider the situation of France, 
after the battle of Friedland and the treaty 
of Tilsit. All the great continental na¬ 
tions then lay j)rostrate at the feet of France. 
She hud conquered, separately, Austria, 
Prussia, and Russia, and there w as nothing 
existing on the continent to which Den- 
maikeould look for the slightest support. 
This was a situation of things wdnch never 
before existed on the continent. When 
Austria w as in its greatest prosperity,when 
Lewis XIV. w^as in the full tide of his suc¬ 
cess, still there were strong powers left in 
Europe to W'hicli a weaker nation might 
look for support; but afterthe treaty of Til¬ 
sit there was nothing of that sort. This was 
a situation of things which tlie most emi¬ 
nent men who wTote in former times upon 
the law of nations, never did, nor ever 
could have taken into llieir contemplation. 
As to the pow'cr of Denmark to resist the 
attempts of France, it w as evident that an 
attack upon Zealunu was not necessary, in 
order to induce her to join with France, 
especially when that power was in good 
understanding with Russia. The Crown 
Prince himself confessed, that in 1801, 
Denniark had no alternative but to yield 
to the demands of Russia; how', then, 
could it be supposed that she would now 
be able to oppose not only Russia, but 
France ? It had been argued, that even if 
the French armies had occupied Holstein 
and Jutland, they could not have crossed 
th« Bell, or invaded Zealand. To this he 
must answer, that he had the highest mi¬ 
litary authorities for supposing tliat the in¬ 
vasion of Zealand from Holstein w as very 
practicable. His majesty’s ministers had 
put it specifically to several military ag 
well as naval authorities, whether, if the 
French were determined on the invasion 
of Zealand, they could find small craft 
enough in Holstein to convey a sufficient 
number of tro«ips; or whether, if‘ they 
were to divide their army into four or fiv« 
divisions of 5 or 6000 men each, oi]ie of 
those bodies at least might not cross tha 
Belt, and effect a lodgment in that island? 
The answer was, that they could get craft, 
and probably cross the Belt in the manner 
mentioned. At the late aic^e of Copen« 
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hagen, government employed an adniiW 
as high m professional character as anj! 
man in tho service (admiral Keats) ; aftA 
yet with all 'his activityand skill, heroullw 
not prevent a consiclerahle number of Da-’ 
nish troo])s from acinally coining over from 
Holstein. The l^elt being but Hi rniles^ 
wide in the broadest place, and much nar¬ 
rower in others, it became very ditiirult 
for the sijuadronto remain there in safety 
in the long dark nights. A noble baron 
had, on a former night, stated the pvissage 
ol'tlu- Belt as erpially difficult witli that 
of the passage from France to F'ngland ; 
but besides that it was considerably nar¬ 
rower, there was another most material 
rlrrumslance,which the noble lord appear- 
I'd to have entirely lost sight of. He had 
forgot to compare the resources of Eng¬ 
land with those of Zealand. For his part, he 
had never heard a doubt among naval men, 
ifiat if the object of France was merely to 
push o\era body of 10, 16, or 20,000 men 
into this countr}^ it might be done^; but 
xvhen the (juestion was of landing su^h 
a body of men as would be capable 
of making a serious impression upon this 
country, then it was very seriously doubt¬ 
ed, whether from tides or other circum¬ 
stances, it would be possible to land such 
a body as would have the slightest chance 
of success in England. In Zealand, how¬ 
ever, the case was very diflerent. If the 
French could push over 10, 15, or 20,000 
men into Zealand, they would probably 
be masters of the island ; for althoagli^thcb 
Danes would fight wdth great courage at 
sea, their army had the character of being 
one of the worst in the North of Europe. 
The analogy, therefore, of the noble lord 
completely failed, unless he could make out 
some resernblance between the resources 
of Zealand and those of England. The 
Danish resources alone could not defend 
Zealand from France, and it was not to be» 
expected that they would have called 
for a British force to protect them. It 
would not have been necessary •for France 
to have invaded Holstein : her bare me¬ 
nace would have been sufficient to influ¬ 
ence the determination of Denmark. If, 
then, there was a danger of France pos¬ 
sessing itself of the maritime resources of 
Denmark, this was a danger which ought 
to hstve been immediately counteracted, 
or it would have been too late. If mi¬ 
nisters had delayed a fortnight, or per¬ 
haps a single week, the object of the ex¬ 
pedition might have failed.— As to the 
third point, the magnitude of the object 


for w hich the expedition w^as ordered, he 
must rorisider 16 sail of the line, in so ad¬ 
vanced a state of prepiirafton, as a most 
important object. His irajesty\s ministers 
had received, from time [o time, tlie most 
distinct information ’with i;espect to the 
state of e(|iiiprnent, and after ihe capture 
of Copenhagen it was found that six 
w'eek,s were .sufficient to prepare them for 
sea, and embark all their stores. He had 
hetird those ships called old hulks; and it 
had been stated, that they never could 
have been brought to sea for the purpos^f 
of invading this country. The answ^er, 
however, to this was, the fact that they 
did put to sea in a very tempestuous hour, 
and did arrive in the ports of England 
with very little damage, and therefore 
they might have reached the shores of 
England equally if they had been in the,, 
posse^ssipn of the enemy. As to their qua¬ 
lity, whether they were a little better or 
a little worse, they w ould have employed 
at least,an equal number in blockading 
them, if they had been in the hands of the 
enemy: or rather, they w^ould have re¬ 
quired many more than an equal number, 
according to the system of continued block¬ 
ade. When the invasion of this country 
was talked of, there were two modes 
usually pointed out—an invasion by sliips 
and by a flotilla; and it was now generally 
supposed that a flotilla could not effect its 
purpose, unless convoyed by a stnong fleet 
of ships of the line. The taking of the Danish 
fleet added security to the country in two 
ways. It first prevented them from being 
applied to the purposes of invasion ; andi 
2diy, it prevented the necessity of employ¬ 
ing a considerable number of ships to 
watch them, which could only be had by 
withdrawing them from ot^er services, and 
thereby w^eakening our security somewljpre 
else, either ih our colonies or our com¬ 
merce. A noble lord (Hutchinson), had 
stated, that our attack on Copenhagen had 
excited a general feeling of odium and 
disgust fll over Europe. He was sure 
that the general and prevailing feeling on 
the continent w'as the dread of France, 
although they did not i very where dare 
to express it. He should ask, however,^ in 
what part of Europe that was free from the 
power of France, w^as this odium and dis¬ 
gust manifested ? Was it in Sweden, where 
the king still preferred the alliance of 
England.^ W^as it in Portugal that this 
odium was excited, whose court continued 
its confidential intercourse with us after 
^hat period ? Or, he might even venture 

O ft (? 
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to ask, was it in Russia ? for there he was 
inforined^ that much the greater niuiif)cr 
of j)coph‘ eciiskleiaai the cX})c(lition ns a 
neccsS(Ty oK'iisurr of self-tUfcnce on the 
part c^f this couiitiy. 'Ihose nations who 
were uiuU r the ih^inlnation of France were 
obliged to e3^:)rc>s whntovt r sentiments 
were prescribed Ibr them; hut if one was 
to take the public feeling of Europe Iroin 
those n.itjojis that uert* not yet emheiy 
within the lyranny ofl raitce, he beliCYid 
it would bo found that the Expedition ha(l 
Mot, ])raduced that odium and disgust i 
which had been stated by the noble Tord. ‘ 
As to the conversation which the noble 
lord had inentiontd, of the 4lh of Sept, 
he had iu-n er lieard of that conversation 
before, nor w^ertj nfinistcu-s at all aware of 
it. The common safety of the globe rc- 
^ijuived the measure w bit b liad been adojit- 
cd. Edtlilng prev(’iited Frani c ‘from ac¬ 
quiring univ(‘rsal dominion but the naval 
j.ower oi‘(j’reat Brit lin. It alunt* formed 
the sccurily^d* America,Europe, Asia, and j 
Africa* liis iimjesty felt that iu; owed to , 
Ins subjerts the .s;ep lie iiad .aken. It, 
was, indeed, no ordiiiary step ; ’nut was it j 
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sued in that case, and what had been 
owed iu the present, 
iarl (My said, there never was a ques- 
in (his or the other house of parlia¬ 
ment, of more interest to the country 
than the present; nor one which more 
^trongly alUiclcd the honour of tlu* nation 
in the eyes of tlie wliole world. So far 
I from tlimking the mr asiire justified by 
I wiiat had fallen from the noble lord op- 
I ])usito (ilawd^i sbary) in the latter part of 
1 lii-i speech, in which he had hold it out as 
omething which had saved the country 
from ruin, he remained sat idled, after the 
most delibei ate rmisideration he could 
give the sabj<*ct, that so far from adding 
to the safety of the country, that poiot on 
w'hich its safety most particularly depend¬ 
ed, he meani its honour, had not only been 
greatly weakened, but luul in fact reteivt'd 
a mortal stab. The noble lord bad tieatiul 
it as a question of A , arisiog of 

that lust of all duties, self-ju-esL rv.iTum- 
In (hat \ icw'of the subjet t, his !<- odnp 
should*attempt to follow'him. lieli. ’ ut- 
dcrwourcvl tomai'.eout three prop<)^^l aus ; 
Jst, that (he obp'ct f)f Eraner o is li) col- 


ordinary .situation of aifa.rs, hen w'C j lect us giuuit a forcv‘ rs ])ossii)!( Inr th 


ourselves wore the only indcp.end^ iir pow'er 
iu Europe.^ I’wo sources of (he power of 
our enemy were to lie the navy of Den- 
niaik aiui the na\y ijf Portugal. They 
W'ere botli happily removed out of Ins 
grasp, ^e liad told us that he wuis re 


novaruu 


of tins eouniry; and th.d tlie 
navy ofDcninark was part of ilic lorce, so 
desiim'd agaimst us; ‘id, rliat it was }U'ac- 
ticable for rfie Fnnch governim’iit to 
force Dennuiik into this measure ; and, 
3rd, that it was a scheme of so much 


Boiv< d to have ‘ ships, coloiiie.s, and com- ^ danger tons, as warranted us in adopting, 
menu e.^ And to eilect tills end no p>ower | ttay, as rendered it absoluttdy necessary 
in Earoj>e was to be allowud to remain ; for us to adopt, the measure in question, 
neutral. 1 iio^e who coiitempiated, as | As to the first, hin lord.-^lnp was free to acl- 
ey oug] ■ 
sideicd, at the 


they ought, the power of Eram e, and con- i mit that tiiere ^ (uild he little doubt of the 
sidcicd, at the samd tinnu that pjcr.sonal 1 anxiety of France to unite every pow'cr 
satety wuis tlie first hnv of naiuro, must I she could to carry on rtie W'ar against us 
agree that his ^rnajestv's ministers had 


^majesty's ministers had 
the danger which seemed to 
thrJaten the country, wdth as much mild¬ 
ness as the case would admit of. 

Earl St, Vinccut (kclarerl, .supposing 
for an instant, Zealand and the Danish navy 
to be in tlie po.ssession of Denmark, and 


agr 
a\ cited 


with as much success as po.si?ible. This 
he^ was far front disputing ; but still the 
noble Iprd could not allege, tliat it was 
/)f itself any thipg like a sufficjcnt vindi¬ 
cation of the act w hich iiad been resorted 
to- It might be the policy of France to 
take the mqst immediale measures for ac- 


thc 1 rcudi to be iriij.)ossesRion of Holstein, I compli.shing her ends; but it w^as far 


Hull he should think it more practicable to 
invade this country from Boulogne, than 
Zealand from Holstein. A.s to the situa¬ 
tion of the Danish fh^t't, it seemed to his 
lordship to be exactly what it was w'hen 
he first knew it about eight and forty 
years ago. Having been employed by 
the late government in the expedition to 
the Tagus, he was prepared to say, that 
was no resemblance whatever be- 
in tlie conduct that would have been 


from likely that Denmark would also see 
it to be her true -line of policy to grant a 
ready compliance w ith the demand of the 
French governM/ciit. It was undoubtedly 
her interest to keep out of the contest, 
and, if she was desirous of doing so she 
had a threat to hold out to Buonaparte, as 
pdWerful as any he had to drive her to 
compliance with his wishes. She had the 
British navy to apply to for protection, 
and it would have been abaolute ruin to 
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ljuonapartc's own schemes to have driven Illation of his dispatches, and had staled, 
JitT to siicli a resource. This would Jt) that ill ^iven entire, the ellect would have 
once be pu^tinp^ it out of his power, eithta\ been ditlerciit. The noblt* lord would ad- 
then, or at a^iy future period, to accomll init the writei's of dispatches to be judges 
plish tlie object he w as represented to ^kat least, of their own nieauing. His ford- 
liave Inul ill view. To make out tlie pro- yhip and the otlier noble*lord alluded to 
jiosition of the noble lord how^cver, it must J^\ere in that house able to speak for them- 
be incumbent on him to shew, either that selve.^ and to vindicate their characters 
Demiuirk w'as not willing to resist, or that ai^ainst the .imj)iopcr liberties so taken 
sbe was notable. His nolde friend (earl with tliem. But, what was the fate of a 
St. Vincent), had just deelarecl that the foieiLjii minister yi this situation, left to 
J)aiU‘s in Zealand w^re as secure against have his eoiulucl and character misrepre- 
an attack li om Holstein, as w e were against sented, and judged of through an impro-* 
an attack from Boulogne. Tlie noble lord per medium, both at home, and in the 
( Hawkedjui v)had rcacl an opiiilonoramili- eountries w here his mission lay ? For Mr. 
tai V person, from W'hl( h it w'ould seem, lie Garlieke, he eould say, that he was a 
wislied to have the contrary inferied ; but most meritorious and deserving gentleman, 
it did not si'em to him (lord Grey), to be at and bad condueled himseir wdtli great 
all a t a.n* in point. It was an answer to a credit at Copenhagen, where he left a 
(|U(*siiun, as to the t haiice of soiiie one of most respectable character behind him.^, 
fne or si\ divisions, or .5000 out of 35,000 Though he did ample justice to the mis- 
nil n, >'ircecdiiig m eliectmg a landing, sioii oi/wdiieh lie w^as employed, he had 
'J’Ims was merely au liypotheiicai (pjestioii, also done justice to the ('rfnvn Prince, and 
tlie answer to which proved nothing, lor so far from rejiresenting him as under the 
it del not ^av, that s,ij)pv7smg any ofie di- dominion of France, he had uniformly 
MMoii of 5( 00 men making good their desdibe.d Imu as of a cllsposition and 
lamiing, that the Kl'uid of Zealand must sjnrit to resist every idea of compulsion, 
lali as a iiect'^sary coiiseiptence. His aiidiweiy altemptloiiulucehimtodevi- 
loiiishifMclt himself enti’led to com[>laiii, ale from his iK'iurality. This was the 
Unit, though ilh> w as a motion for the pro- t iiaractcr of all iVlr. (iarlicke^s dispatclies, 
duLliou ot p.' Il l's, I lie noble lord ojjposite so long as lu‘ had any opportunity ol know- 
shoiitd c<»nir i(irv\ard and read cxtrai ts mg liu ir eonleuts, and he challenged the 
iVom this very uifonu mon, whicli, at the uable lord to procluce his (carUb’ey’*= 1 ) dis- 
.‘•ame tune, wa^ re.-iM* (0 be pi‘i‘si*nted to patches, ]l h(‘ siiould presume to uisinuate 
the iioLise. llis lordstnp did nol tUmk it that they breathed any dilferent language, 
could be lUTiended that the Fn ncli vould,. He ilidmoiie ol'his Ictlersfigure apossilile 
iiiive made any successtid atti iupt*on ca^e, ami gi\e iliia clions aecordmgly, but 
Ze land wlieii prolec.eil by the Svvedish m tlie a cry next .si utenn* he expressed his 
and H.mish iionllas aiut l)\ the vast naval conviction that such directions weiv rfiiine- 
lorei'of ( 1 . Britain, d'hcre was not, there- ('cs.saiy. He w as particul'uly anxious tliat 
fore, siK'h a jirobah^lity, li' tJie Danes had his coiuhu't and eliaiMCler should he 
been deterifimed lo ri'sist ]hionaparte, fully examined in this and.in every other 
that he could have compelled them, ^is pari of his oilicial ilutyj and for this pi^r- 
warrau'ed us in having recoiir.-^e the ])ose should be happy to see every dispatch 
extraordinary st(‘pwc had^taken. But it n whicli he had written on the subject laid 
was said, the Danes were hostilely dis- l)el*ore the house. It would havebeenwrong 
posed towards us, and in proof of thi^ were in this country not to h ne been prepared 
ci{(‘d the American War, the Aynrd ISim- ! for w hat,>might liappcn ; hut in the pre- 
tralily, and the Confederacy of 1801. | sent measures 1 lu re liad been nothing but 
f rom these how-ever, particularly the last, I vain surmise and conjerturc, nothing of 
his lordship was inclined to form a directly I that grave necessity w liich could justify 
opjiositc opinion. They might he induced i so mon.strous a step.—li liad been said vin 
to relluct what had been elleet of that ! a former night that some secret article in 
confederacy. An attack 011 their capital, | the Treaty ol Tilsit, which had come to 
and the loss of a considerable part of their the knowledge of his majesty, liad occa- 
heet.' He could not believe that, with 1 sioued the attack on Copenhagen; and, 
tins in their recollection, they would be ; what was still more solemn, such was the 
> cry ready to join in any sucK confedera-1 reason assigned by his majesty^ both in 
<’y* A noble friend of his, in the course j the Declaration as to the conduct of 
of the debate> .had complained of the mu- (lussiaj and in the Speech on the opeihng 
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of parliament. Tht; noble lord, however, I the state of that generous, that heroic, 
had passed over this to-night in sontfewh^t jtljcmgh unfortunately oppressed, people, 
of a shuffling* manner. The Treaty of j#yid by every menus in their power to en- 
Tilsi/, w^as signed on the 7th of July, and jtfeavour to amclioriate their cJmd it ion, and 
the order agapist Copenhagen, it ap-^thereby to render them the w^rm and 
peared, was given oh the 19th of July, sab steady partisans of the cause of G. Britain, 
that it was morally and physically impos-Vile advised this the more earnestly, be- 
sibly that the sacred Declaration put into cause he was convinced that this country 
the* mouth of his majesty could be, true, would need every assistance that she could 
And w'as not that a ground Tor enquiry ? possibly obtain ; because he knew, that 
Was that not a case inwvhich the honour by the recent Conduct of Ills majesty's 
of the house was conceu'iied, and in which ministers, every pow'cr of the coininciit 
^heir duty called on them to interfere, and had become hostile to us. Even in Swe- 
set matters to rights ? It w a * said ministers den, noiwlthstanding tlie steady adherence 
had informath*n from Portugal of die dc- of the Swedish monarch to his alliance 
inand for giving up the navy of (hat with this country, hi' w'as well informed 
country into the hands of France : but that the Danish expedition had created 
what did this goveiTiinent do on that considerable disgust ; and in Russia, after 
occasion ? Did they si'ud to bring their all that had been said on the suliject, by 
tjnavyaway? No; the noble lonj believed a noble lord (tr. L. Gower) in another 
ministers had no merit whatt'vej* i,n the place, he could positively as--ert, on au- 
departurc of that Court. It was entirely thorlty that could not be contradicted, 
lo be attributed to the severe terms im- (hit the general feeling tow’ards I'.ngland 
poset^ by Buonaparte himself, and his po- was in the highest degree inimical. It 
sitive refusal to allow' the royal family any w^as the first instance in which our cha- 
longer to reign.—His lordship was anxious racter as a nation had been so dee ply 
to know, why Russia liad been passed bj^, committed. Why the necessary intor- 
she being a party to the confederacy, matlon was refuseil he could not conceive, 
while poor defenceless Denmark was made It could only bo because ministers felt tlie 
to suffer ? if matters might be supposed weakness ol their case ; h(*eause they felt 
capable of being reconciled, why not give that they had immolated the honour *)f 
Denmark that opportunity, and punish the ihe country, ami by that sacrifice had 
actual party in the offence ? The doctrines forw arded, ratlu r than retarded, the ob- 
now introduced exploded every principle jects of the tmeniy. We had enabled 
of the law of nations, and introduced France to shut the Sound against us, amf 
a new .system of spoliation. The scoff /o (jxclude our commerce from the con- 
of dying wdth our hands on Pulicndorf, tinent. We had also given her a port, in 
did aw^ay all that Mr. Pitt had been con- wdiich she would have the power of con¬ 
tending for with the thunder of his elo- structing a marine, udlh much more rapi- 
quence for so many years, and all that dity, and at infinitely less expence, than in 
had been struck with the keen alTow^s of any other port of Europe. Feeling most 
the Anti-jacobi«. Here the noble lord en- strongly the necessity of ample infor- 
tet^d into a statement of tiie condition of raatinn on these ami every other point 
the Dani.sh ships, which he considered conneeted with the subject, he should give 
hardly fit for our service ; the ships were *his most cordial assent to the motion, 
srdall of their class; they were iron fas- The Earl of Mulgrave entered into an 
tened, and not coppered. They would examination of the conduct of the late ad- 
require, some of them, six gang* of ship- ministration with respect to Portugal; 
Wrights to fit thAn out in six weeks, and contended, that after the orders which 
Some of them would take six months. The had been given by them on that subject, 
same number of men would build a 74 in they came forward w^ith a very bad grace 
a year ; so that the repairs of these would to censure his majesty’s present govern- 
cost half of the expence of a new ship of a merit for what^Jiad been done by them at 
superior kind. On this view, little advan- Copenhagen. The noble lord had ex- 
tage was to be gained from the Danish pressed his confidence, that Denmark 
fleet.—As Ireland had been mentioned by would not have forsaken her neutrality, 
a noble baron, he would avail himself of and that she would have been neither ca- 
the present opportunity, strenuously to joled by the persuasion, nor influenced by 
recna^end to his majesty’s ministers, to the menaces of France, to have made 
IgKinto their most serious consideration common cause with her against G. Britain, 
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had it not been for the measures adoptf^rl Russian squadron, but want of wind and 
Iw the Brkish government. What ground' faimurable weather, by which sir S. Smith 
had the n\ble lord for this conviction ?i was prevented from reaching the Tagus 
Let the honsS recollect the former conduct j^ntil two days after that squadron hac^got 
of Dennuirk, when, in two instances, in the j^n. ft was ludicrous to i^ear a noble carl 
armed neutrality of 1780, and in the con- lalk of the Danish fleet as b^ing the same 
fl*deralioii of 1801, she opposed herself to nhat it was eight and forty years ago; 
the maritime risrhts of this coimtrv; and this assertion reminded him of the sailor. 


in the latter instance in particular, in di¬ 
rect contradic tion to the most solemn en- 
i;agem{‘nts, recently concluded; and let 
tin in then lay iheir hands on tlieir hearts, 
and say, whetiier a difh rent course w^ag to 
l)c exported IVorn the Danisli court on this 
occasion, or wlictlnn* thei o was not on the 
'contrary inhmti'iy gicater reason than 
ever to believe that the Danes would lUiite 
w ith tin eiu'iijy agone 1 ue A noble lord 
had Sviid that the J lanish shi]_>s were not 
w^oith baviiig. The last administration, 
liow( ’\er, would have bt en very glad to 
h;ne got the Turkish ships if they could 
have seized them, which were certainly 
not half so good ; but by no very singular 
lortiiily of reason in tlie noble lords op¬ 
posite, every measure was laudable which 
they endeavoured to efleet, and every 
measure w as culpable which his majesty^ 
jnesent government had succeeded in ef¬ 
fecting. But the noble lord was in error, 
.the Danish tlert was well worth bringing 
away . It consisted of Hi sail of the line, 
which united to the 13 Russian ships, 
would have formed a fleet of near K) 
ships—a formidable navy, and one that 
miglit bav(‘ involved tliis country in evjls 
of considerable magnitude. Could such 
means of annoyance have been looked 
at without apprehension? Would it not 
have been neccssai^ for us to relax the 
blockade of several of the enemy^s ports; 
and would not such a relaxation have 
enabled the enemy’s squadrons to escape 
for the purpose of attacking our colonial 
possessions, and doing us otlxir irreparable 
mischief? There might be a great deal 
of inagniinimity in the power of contem¬ 
plating so much danger withoui inquie¬ 
tude : but, for his part, he preferred the 
prudence wdiich prevented us from incur¬ 
ring it. A great deal had been said on 
the absurdity of allowing the Russian fleet 
to navigate the seas at pleasure, at the 
time that this serious attack had been 
made .upon the Danish marine. Mow', 
the fact was, that orders had been dis-^ 
patched to our officers, not to permit a 
Russian fleet to go into an enemy’s port. 
R was not want of caution that had ad- 
Diitted the entrance into the Tagus of a 


w ho, passing.the Horse Guards in his way 
from the Admiralty down to Portsmorith, 
sa\^^ one of the dragoons mounted at his 
post; on his return after a ten years ab¬ 
sence, he observed another dragoon in the ’ 
same place. Conceiving it to be the 
same man, he whimsically exclaimed, 

' Ah ! damn you, are you there yet 1’ 
He su[>posed the Danish fleet was like the 
Sleeping Beauty, who awoke after a nap 
of a century, in full possession of her 
pristine yputh and charms.—The noble »* 
lord opposite had said, that to be sure we 
had got Hi ships of the line, but that, by 
so doing, we had excited the anger and 
rescntnieuL of the Danes. This a 

cause, of considerable regret ; but he con¬ 
tended, that his majesty’s ministers w'ould 
have shewn a contemptible pusillanimity, 
and would have acted most unworthily, if 
they had been deterred from doing that 
y;hich they conceived to be their duty, 
by any apprehension of Danish anger and 
resentment. If they had refrained from 
w resting from the approaching grasp of a 
formidable enemy, an engine w hich would 
have given him a very considerable addi- 
•tion of power, they would indeed have 
deserved the most severe reprehension ; 
they would have merited all the reproba¬ 
tion that had that nigjit been bestew^ed 
upon them, for having pursued an opposite 
line of conduct. He regrettecU that the 
house was not unanimous on the present 
question ; but he trusted that a very C04- 
siderable proportion of the noble lords 
^'ould, by their vote of that night, testify 
their approbation of the steps that had 
been taken by his majesty’s government. 

Earl DiStnlei/, rebutted all the arguments 
advanced by the noble ehrl who preceded 
him. He contended, that no case what¬ 
ever had been made out to justify the harsh 
measures resorted to by ministers, in af- 
tacking a defenceless people in a state of 
avowed neutrality. 

Lord Sidtnouth rose at a late hour, and 
supported the motion in a speech of consi¬ 
derable animation. The noble viscount 
began witji strongly urging, that it was 
the paramount duty ministers, at all 
times, to furnish parliament with format 
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and authentic information, as to the grounds 
and nature of ^ any new contest, in Which, 
by their counsels, whether \yise or impru- 
denlr, they had involved the country. The^ 
war with Denmark .was a new war, *an^ 
upon what pretence could ministers aslt I 
for tlie support of that hous^ while they^ 
refused it that information which, upon all 
occasions of war, had never been denied ? 
The noble viscount then proceeded^ to 
consider the question ivi reference to the 
disposition of the Danes towards this coun- 
*try, and contended, in the first place, that 
there was no, one reason to suppose the 
Danes were hostilely inclined to^^ards us, 
and in the next, even admitting that they 
were, that this would not in itself justify 
the measure of the expedition.—He next 
adverted to Russia, and commented wiili 
••^much force on the glaring anachronism 
in imputing the expedition which ^sailtMl 
in July to intelligence not known here till 
the 8th of the following month. He dv edt 
upo»the indecency of putting soch an a>- 
sertion into the sacred mouth of h’s ma¬ 
jesty, As to the designs of the French in 
the Baltic, he thought the best guarantee 
this country could have had in that res¬ 
pect, was the power most interested in 
such interference; and it was his firm 
persuasion, that Russia w’ould never have 
suffered France to have established any 
serious influence in that sea. The noble 
viscount then proceeded to argue the ques¬ 
tion on the gi’ound of danger to this 
country. He considered this danger, first 
with respect to its certainty—that certainty 
had not been at all made out. He consi- 
dereif it next in reference to its magnitude, 
and denied that any proof had been ad¬ 
duced to convince any impartial man that 
it was greater hi point of magnitude than 
cwtainty. He lastly considered it with 
respect to its urgency, in which he thought I 
it failed as much as in either of the tw'o* 
former considerations. The noble viscount 
concluded an impressive speech, with a 
solemn appeal to their lordship? to pause 
before they decided upon a question in¬ 
volving so deeply the national character; 
and to bear in mind, that if, as had been 
said, the expedition was generally ap¬ 
proved of hitherto by the country, it was 
because that country looked with confi¬ 
dence to his majesty^s ministers for the 
fullest and most satisfactory information.— 
The houae then divided, 

Contents,..., 35....Proxies, 43— 48 
^on-Contente^ 67....Proxies, 38—105 
M^ority against the motion, 57. • 


( 


Norfolk, 

Somerset, 

Bedford, 

Devon, 

iirgyle, 

Stafford, 

Derby, 

Jersey, 

Cowper, 

Essex, 

Stanhope, 

Ilardwickc, 

Grey, 

Cholraondcley, 

Albemarle, 

Fiizwilliam, 

Spencer, 

Buckinehambhirc, 

Sidinoiith, 

St. John, 
Bcsborougli, 

Da. iilev, 

Kmt?, 

Holland, 

Moira, 

Grenville, 


List of the Minority.^ 
Aucklanr, 


C arysfev c, 

Erskino, 

Ellen borough, 

Ponsonby, 

Lauderdale, 

Yarborough, 

Hutchinson, 

Braybrookc. 

Frorics^ 

Bate, 

Slialiihury, 

Carnarvon, 

Lucan, 

'I’lianct, 

Hereford, 

Dorchoslcr, 

Bill kc Icy, 

Ossory, 

Lilford, 

Diiiulas, 

Foley, 

Spencer of Worro- 
leigliton (lord 
Blandtord) 


HOUSE or commons. 

Monday, February H. 

[Expedition to theDard\m i.les.] iMr, 
T. Grenville bcjjjjed the attention of the 
gentlemen opposite for a few momenta. 
Tlic house would recollect, that as the late 
administration quitted office before the 
result of the Expedition to ('onstantiiiople 
w^as known, it was impossible for him to 
judge what Papers had or had not been 
received on the suljject by the admiraby. 
It w'asw^dl ktiowm that the greater part of 
communications from the admiralty origi¬ 
nated in lettiTs to and from the first lord, 
who caused all such letters tQ him, and du¬ 
plicates of all such letters from him, as he 
t^nceived to be fit subjects of official resfu t, 
to b<f laid before the board of Admiralty. 
He had not noNv the opportunity ol’ know¬ 
ing whether several papers of considerable 
importance to the elucidation of this sub¬ 
ject, had been laid before the board. One 
was a Letter from lord Collingwood to 
the first lord of the admiralty, containing 
sir T. Louis’s report of the state of tin' 
Dardanelles, and of the Turkish fleet and 
batteries on tile 5th of Dec. Two otiu rs 
w^re Letters from himself to lord Col ling- 
wood, on the subject of Alexandria and 
Constantinople, of which lie had thought 
proper to lay before the admiralty certi¬ 
fied copies, that they might become the 
subjects of official resort. liaving so done, 
he thought it his duty to call the attention 
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his m<\sty\s luinisUTs, botbre they made 
up thcir^iiuls on the Ptipers to he pro(\i- 
ced, and To express his li<jpe, that \vl\ii 
those papers were produced, a siifhcieiit 
time woidcl be allowed ibr the di-/ 
of any (hdieic iu'i(‘s that it iiiigla be found 
necessary to supply . 

Mr. Secretai'Y obserVtal, i'uat 

be had on a ftrmer oM-;isi(m sidliciently 
evinced his th ‘t :i!l tJie int(>nuali(m 

on the snbjocl, nincl! tla ;L,enlIt'inen oj;]} 0 - 
?ite flesirou^ ot h;n mg, sliould be ])ro- 

durt d, althougli ^ fa* expn'. slon of that 
vvinIi had bt'rn so imgriu'iously treated, 
tliat he siiouJd feel much di'ineluual ao.dn 
to Miter into a jnivate connmmj. ation on 
tlu-l or any other subject \viili llj(^ gcjitlc- 
lnen oppf>si!e. 

JMr.7'. (ircnville, iji exphniatie.n, (hxiarrd 
tliat the lirst intimation uhicii he had li-ui 
of the private coinimmica.tion to vv hi( li the 
riglit hon. gent, rdhided, was wli* n on Ins 
legs In that house. • 

[I'a'iu.dition to CoPENn\orN.] 'Mr. 
lVhutn\ ad rose to mala; his proiiiisetf motion 
for :he production of certain i' pers, ex¬ 
tracts from winch luul l)v:e i ijuoicd hy tlic 
right lion, secretary, in Ids spcecli, in de- 
fenee of the exj.edition to Co])enhagcn, 
(p. 272.) The hon. member oh.served, tinit 
the subject wa.s of tl ** hlgViest ini])i>rtaMC(' 
in Itself. I’be right iion. seeretarv in his 
speech, had carried llie practice of making 
partial extracts from papers not before the 
house, to an extent to which it liad*ne\\n* 
been pushed before. In the course of his 
speech, which ccrtainl}' none but an aide 
man could have spoken, lie had resorted 
to a practice of partial extract and com¬ 
ment, wliich probably no other man he- 
eides himself would have liad recourse to. 
In the course of the, last war, lord i^Iel- 
ville, then a member of that hous(‘, ai^d 
high in oflice, had .sol the example of a 
similar practice \ but he well remembeved 
that the ])ractice bad then been reprobat¬ 
ed as unfair, as derogating ifoni the dig¬ 
nity of the house, and as calculated to 
produce an impression, in most cases, to¬ 
tally diflcreiit from that which the papers 
giveji at full length t%ould bear. He 
would do Mr. Pitt the justice to say, that 
he had never descended to such prac¬ 
tice, The right hoii. gent, should rccoh 
lect the situation of high trust and respon¬ 
sibility which he held, and tliat it was 
mokt unbecoming that situation to put any 
thing like,a/als(^ gloss on the written opi¬ 
nions of his predecessors in office. He had 
the authority of Ills noble friend (earl Grey) 
V9L, X.' . 


' to lleclarc, that he fedt injured by the par¬ 
tial e\»rac/.s and comments wbich’he i'ud 
made from the dis}>afelies which* he bad 
sent to our ( nvoy at* the Danish (Joint. 
These exliMcIs, he w as <!*imvincecl, wouhl 
not havr been read, had that noble lord 
coiilmued a membt'r oi‘ that bouse; or, if 
tht y had*, tlie nuaning allixed to lliem 
;\voidd h;^v( Ihmmi dally eonliMdicted. There- 
were m>sliu\“s (vhie'ii would tlirow an air 
of ridicule on the niu.'it se) ions matters, ;\nd 
what was slated (udy !iv poth(*tically might 
he so read as if ab'U>i itelv true, thus giv¬ 
ing a totally dilfciS iit <.'Dopieetion to W'hat 
would result from the iMrusal of the uhole. 
d'bese w(*re the acts w^liich tluj right hon. 
■secretary had had recuur.se to. He had 
also follovved a similar melhod with regard 
to some* disjjatches of lord llulcliiuson, .Tfid 
of»JV>i*. (iarlicke, the Ih'itisli envoy at the 
court of Denmark, sel(!Cting detached pa.s- 
si^g’cs IVoui tiieir eorres])oiideaice, and 
maki^Tg them sa\% in fact, wliat hc^leased. 
Tiiese two noble lords, however, had the 
opportunity of explaining their own mean- 
ini.>;, and of refuting that interpretation 
winch wa.> put upon tlicir words, while 
Mr. (kxrl’ck* was so situated, that it was 
not possible' lie coidd obtain that redress 
to which lie was justly entitled. He also 
conceived that the partial extracts which 
had been made tended calumniate the 
Crown Prlneo of D<‘nma’*k, in a> far as 
the\ re])r(‘someJ him as di^/iroui of pul¬ 
ling in end to bi.s ncutrale\ ; for, from 
ail tliat he h id heard and known of !bo 
conduct of that prince, he beii(wa d it to 
be his wish to reniain perfectly neutral. 
On some ecca.sions, wdnui it served his 
purpose, the. right lion, sv'crciary had 
urgtid tilt' great incrins'enicnco ol' pro¬ 
ducing diplomatic jiapers ; but Jxe h;?cl not 
found It inconvenient to make such partial 
extracts from pajxers in ins ]>osscssif>n, as 
might enable him to attain his purpose, 
of gaijjing a vote of the house, even though 
such extracts gaw -rf, tiUally duferent co¬ 
lour to that which the papers jiot thus gar¬ 
bled would have had. If the right hon. 
secretary had given a false impressi<in, afi 
he contended that he had, by his partial 
quotations, b('. bad neither done his duty 
to the public, to thosr' persons connected 
with the late administration, nor to tho 
much-injured Danes; for he should always 
view them in that light. There was oiia 
way of doing ju.stice, however, and only 
one, and that was, to lay before the pub¬ 
lic the dispatches from which Ije had made 
, #uch g'cq^blcd quotations. the saoni 
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time, while he dcniandod this act of , 
tice, he avhs autli^'nized by his noble rela¬ 
tive to declare, that he woulcT rather be 
contented to suflei^ in his character and 
feelings than that the public service should 
be injured by any disclosure ; but he was 
at the same time authorized to say, that 
his n(»bl(5 relative was of opinion, that jjio 
inconvenience would arise (rom laying the 
papers before tiie house.—*.The hoii. gent/ 
corirlj^dcd with moving for the following 
papers : 1. Cofiy of the Dispatch from lord 
liotvick to Mr. (iarbeke, dated London, 
Dec. 3, ISOd, an extract from which was 
read by Mr. Secretary Canning in his 
place in this house on Wednesday last, and 
the Answer of Mr. Carlicke thereto: '2. 
Copy of the Note delivered by Mr. Hist to 
loal Ilowiek, relative to Order in 
Council of Jan. 7, ]S07, and the Aq.sw;er 
thereto, extracts from which were read 
by Mr. Secretary Canning in his place in 
this hoT^geon Wednesday last.^* 

Mr. Secretary Canning contended, that 
when in the course of his speecli on 
Wednesday last he was led to consider the 
disposition of the Danes towards this coun¬ 
try, and the means \\hi( h tliey had, whe- 
tl^cr of odence or defence, about the latter 
end of 1S06, he availed himself of that 
information of unquestionable authority 
on these subjects, whicli fiad been left by 
hispredccocsorinotfice.' Thecireumstanee 
of the continuity of the government being 
disturbed, did not detract from the value 
of that information. It should be recol¬ 
lected Mhat it was that gave occasion for 
the extracts which he had made. He liad 
contended, that the seizure oi Holsttun by 
the French would ha\e a dangerous iullii- 
ence upon Zealand ; first, by the possi- 
bilityjuf an actual transfer of J'rench troops ; 
to that island ; and, 2dly, because it would j 
have been difficult, if not impossible, for ] 
the,Danish aimy to retreat in the face of | 
a victorious French force. But the seiz¬ 
ure of Holstein would have also ^lad a 
moral influence upon* the Danes, in dis¬ 
posing them to join that power fiy which 
they were overawed. To illastratc this, 
he hitd made an extract feorn a dispatch of 
his noble pi'cdecessor, ki which the con¬ 
tingency of this evenl w as f oreseen, and in 
which our envoy was ordered to notify to 
the Danish government, that if any pro* 
mise was made to surrender their fleet to 
the French, his majesty would resent it. 
extract was not made, however, by 
recrimination or imputation upon 
ford ; on the contrary, it was 


—A/r. Whitbread's Motion relatvoe to * [381 

.ceiftainly the opinion and advice ynich he 
sl^uild have suggested in the ^tme cir- 
cJuistances.—There was another subject 
(p which he had cpioted lord Howick, with 
i'gard to the otlbr of 25,000 Swedes for 
tne defence of Denmark ; and that was 
the advice which he himself should have 
oflered. He uas at a loss to conceive 
how that noble lord could feel himself 
hurt by the e,xtracts which he had made ; 
and he was ecjiially at a loss to conceive 
how he could have altered that o])inion 
with regard to the dispositions and power 
of Denmark to maintain her neutrality, if 
he ever einertaiiicd it.—He. had also said, 
that the mode in whit h the Danish go¬ 
vernment had remonstuated with this 
country on tlie sniiject of the Order in 
Council, which was a measure of partial 
retaliation for the French decree, disco¬ 
vered any thing else rather than a dispo¬ 
sition to cultivate impartiality, v\nd that it 
ajipeared in the same light to the late ad¬ 
ministration. He therefore had no olijec- 
tion to the production of the Note of Mr. 
Rist, since it would tend to throw light on 
the nature and propriety of the late Orders 
in Council. But, in his opinion, no case 
I whatever was made out for the production 
of the other papers, since he had only 
quoted them as a confirmation of those 
suspicions which were so reasonably en¬ 
tertained with regard to the conduct of 
the Danes. The extracts which he had 
my.de.from Mr. Carlicke’s dispatches re¬ 
lated to that particular period of time 
after the fatal battle of Jena, and the vio¬ 
lation of the Danish territory by France; 
and were principally ma([e for the purpose 
of shewing that many persons jn official 
situations in Denmark, had that bias to¬ 
wards the interests of France, which it wag 
the business of the British government to 
c<^unteract, if poss^ible. He was confident 
that no person could charge him with having 
made any false statement of what was con¬ 
tained in Mr.'Garbcke’sdispatches. Buthia 
chief objection to the present motion arose 
fn)m this principle, that it would go to 
establish a precedent for publishing all 
papers and forei^ dispatches whatever. 
The depositaries of the public confidtance 
must judge in every instance, whether 
they ought to be produced or not. Ther® 
woi^d be no end to distrust, and from the 
sample which was now exhibited, ther^ 
would be no end to the demand and pro¬ 
duction of papers. To the jealousy wnich 
the hon. gent, discovered, no •other expo¬ 
sition of papers would be sati^actoVy, bol 
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that ofVutting liiiii into the Foreign 
and lct%ig him rummage at plcasiVe. 
With rc^rd to the dispatches of l^Vd 
Howick, itwas highly probable that t^* 
noble lord had copies of them in his owli 
possession ; but if not, he should be hap|n^ 
to furnish him \Mth t opii's from the Fo¬ 
reign OHice. In obseiving upon the state 
of Denmark at a particular period, he liad 
taken the opportunity to state that the pos¬ 
sibility of a junction between France and 
Denmark had been contemplated by his 
noble ])redecessor, and that orders had 
been, in consequtaice, communicated, how 
to act, in the case of sucli an event. It 
appeared that the house was conviiu'cd of 
the propriety ol’ the measures adojited by 
govenmiPiit, from what had been alread^^ 
produced; and it was for those members 
who thought otherwise to bring the same 
cpicstion again bc^fore the house, if they 
thought fit. 

Earl Temple was astonished at the 
speech of tin* right hon. secretary tlie <^ihcr 
night in many parts of it, and still more 
so, at the manner in which lie attenipied 
to defend himself to-night, by denying ihe 
information which the motion before the 
house was calculated to convey. He had 
referred to extracts from the dispatches of 
Iwd Ilowick in his own defence the other 
night, and in support of his own argument. 
He must be excused when he called these 
extracts, garbled extracts of documents to 
which he had access from his oHicial situ¬ 
ation. In the course of the debate, the 
right hon. secretary gave a part which 
suited the purpose of his own argument, 
and concealed the rest. Tic should have 
expected, that a man of the talents and 
station of the right hon. secretary would 
not have stooped to the artifice of garbling 
scraps of paper, to give a false colouring to 
a transaction of such imjxirtance as that of 
which he was treating the other night; 
for most indisputable it was, that the whole 
matter would have appeared in a very 
diiferent light from that in which the 
speech of the right hon. secretary placed 
it. My lord Grey felt himself aggrieved 
by this proceeding, and declared that if 
the dispatch sent by him' to Mr. Garlicke 
had been all read, instead of the partial 
extract which the right hon. secretary 
gave to the house, the whole transaction 
would have a different colour from that 
which the reading of that partial extract 
gave it. What was the point in debate ? 
There had been an inquiry respecting 
Denmark^ apd the Expedition to Copen- 


bagen had been attempted to*be justified 
from certain circumstahccs. Gentlemen 
on one sUe of the house contend^'d, that 
the account which ministers had given of 
lhat matter was hot satisfactory. Upon 
that occasion, the right hon. secretary 
read part of a letter from lord (-irey to JNlr. 
Giiriicke,. and in that extract he left oft at 
the end of a paiMgrajih A\hi(l^ suited his 
*ov\ii purpose, faiid tlic very next would 
have explained the whole conte'|l, and 
given an entirely diftercut colour to the 
matter. This uas gru vous to my lord 
Grey, who was a [)uLlic man, who had 
h(*Ul an high official situation, and in 
whose character tlie public had a great 
interest. He conceived this to be a per¬ 
fectly fair and sufticient groipid for calling 
fur tht^ production of public documeiiis ; 
and [le was sorry to say, tiiat referring to 
the estimation in which he had hitherto 
held the right hon. secretary for candour, 
in tlr.g: part of his character he hjd been 
greatly (h'ceived. 

Mr. Htrbtrt took a general view of ihe 
expedition to Copenhagen, whieh he con¬ 
sidered as setting an example, which 
would in future have iheellect of involving 
neutral powers in war, whatever might be 
their interest or inclination. 

The Srcrctai'y at tVar defended the 
measure, and conceived it plain to the 
common sense of every man,* that from 
the po\^er of I^Vunce and the weakness of 
Denmark, the latter power would not have 
been permitted to rmnain neutral. 

Mr. Tierney alluded to the sjioech of 
the rigfit honourt^ble the secfctary of 
state on a former night, the eloquence of 
which he admired, but he oould not help 
saying, it was a speech# most of the force 
of which was derived from tJie extracts 
which he took from certain documents to 
which he referred. And here he must 
take leave to lament that a secretary of 
state should avail himself of the command 
he had* of the documents of office, and 
which none but a sebretary of state could 
have taken; and here he must also declare, 
that the extracts Mhich the right hon. 
gent, read, were garb\ed extracts. liOrd 
Grey was well known to be hostile to the 
Expedition to Copenhagen, and by the 
extract which the right hon. gent, gave of 
the dispatch of lord Grey (then lord 
Howick) to Mr. Garlicke, it would appear 
as if lord Howick had rccommended'that 
expedition. He really did not see what 
• his hon. friend (Mr. Whitbread) could do 
less than bring forward the ptesant 
• 2 c 2 • 
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tion; he ought to do it for the sake of the 
house of common^, hr ou£;ht to do it for the 
sake of the publicj ^vho kul a,right to he 
fairly informed upon this muttor ; be 
ought, lastly, to clokfor.ihe sake of the cha¬ 
racter of lord ifJovvick; fnr every j)ublic 
man was entitled to a fair consideration hy 
the public* The right hon. secretary 
conscjited lo lay before the houj5e the c*>r- 
responden(?e of Mr. Hist, because that ap- 
jicarcd to answer the jjart^' motives of the 
right hon. gent. He made a partial extract 
from the dispatch of lord llowick for the 
5 anic reason, but ho repressed the rest of 
lord Ilovvick’s dispatch, because it would 
put an end to those jiarly motives by 
plitcing the subject in another light, and 
explaining the whole matter to lh(^ public. 
The general- objct'tion to the ])roduction 
of^papers, was the inconvenience* to the 
)ublic service by proilucing them* but 
lore it was not contended that any such 
would b(‘ the case if llie w hole dispatch of 
my loi^ llowick was ]nodnccd. e tlie 

house, was called upon to recognize a right 
in the secretary of state to read what part 
he pleased of any document in his ollice, 
just as it might suit himself, and tJiai out 
of pure confidence in tin* secretary of 
state. No man admired more than he did 
the talents of the right hon. gent, but be 
did not choose to put that sort of confi¬ 
dence in any man, as to allow him to make 
partial exfracts out of documents as they 
might suit his purpose. Indeed, he had 
refused it to a person more considerable 
than the right hon. gent. ; he meant the 
jate Mr. He did not r)bjert to the 

right hon. gent, taking to liirnself the tem¬ 
porary triumph of a debate b\r a little 
tricking, or perhaps to continue that tri¬ 
umph for the day*after the debate, but it 
Was Ifio much that he should claim the 
continuance of the triumph for a week 
together ; when the whole of it w^as 
founded upon a fallacy, it was too much to 
endeavour to keej> the country in a ^ate of 
delusion. There wa^ this difference be¬ 
tween ministers and their opponents : the 
opponent.s of ministers had done every 
thing; in their power to make the case 
clear to the public view—ministers every 
thing in their power to keep matters in the 
dark. They now talked of the thanks pf 
the house and of the public, and indeed 
they were perhaps nearly as well entitled 
to them as some wfio had them. He would 
put them to the test. Would they desirit 
any young man of warm wishes fpr them> 
approbation of the house to 
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thf in for their conduct on the Coj^hageu 
Expedition > He ventured to £y they 
dJred not. Jlut ministers said,^rWhy do 
Jit yon woven vote oi censure against us 
tuvh a challenge, said the lion. gent. come,s 
\itli a bad lace from men who have tlio 
( Vidciicc of their conviction in their 
jMtekets, but Will not produce it. If the 
riglit hon. gent, will give me tlie evidence 
\\^Jon winch he founded his proceedings 
against foponhageii, 1 pledge myself to 
bring forw ard the motion of censure ; but 
he knows in his heart he Iras no such evi- 
denee to produce.—He wisiied to |)ut the 
liouse upon its guard against being cajoled 
into a belief that ministers had a tilile. ot 
proof for their justifK ation. Tliere was 
no such tiling in existt lu e, and he dart'd 
them to the production ol any thing tliat 
couhl warrant the ]>oinbarding a neutral 
town,and murdering mnoct'iit nien^ woiueii, 
and children. Hut if the full doi uments 
were to be wutliheld upon this su ijijcl, 
what uii idea would go down to ]iosient^, 
whe^n such a motion should appear on the 
journals to have been o])posed by his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers ! 

Mr. Lockhart observed, that tlie vote of 
the former night must have proceeded 
upon one of two grounds. It must either 
have proceeded from a conviction of the 
satisfaetoriness of the extract.s ol' the pa¬ 
pers produced, or from a general con¬ 
viction of the necessity of the measure. 
The nature of the war was now greatly 
alleretl from what it was. We were now 
fighting for nothing less than self-defence, 
and our existence as a nation. France 
had sulijugaied neaidy the whole conti¬ 
nent of Europe, and it‘did not behove 
this country to remain inactive, till she 
had collected means to form an attack 
against ys. Ministers, he conceived, had 
acted wisely in ^ anticipating th(‘ steps 
wdiich France was known to havt- in con¬ 
templation. If we had the fullest proof of 
the good inclinations of Denmark to this 
country, but were at the same time con¬ 
vinced that she was unable to resist the 
confederacy formed against her, ministers, 
in his opinion, were justified in having 
acted as they had done. He should there¬ 
fore oppose the production of the papers 
moved for. 

Mr. Itomer begged leave to recall’ to 
the attention of the house what was the 
reaj motion they were then debating. His 
hoij. friena had moved for two papers, one 
pf which had been granted, Uut as to the 
otl]^er it h) be thf 
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occasion ^ the present tliscussioii. The 
j'iglit hon. I^ntlenien, however, who were 
llms please^o refuse tlic production of 
t/iis paper, haS not att<*JTipted to .say lliere 
n as any pai iiarnentary ground fin* their , 
rcd’usal : on that head, or that it would he 
hetrayit^g any secret intelligence, or that 
ii would be dangerous, or produce any 
jud)lic incuiiveriience, the house had not 
heard any thing. Now, the parliamen¬ 
tary ground for ])roducing it was, that 
it was iinimat(‘ly connected with a very 
important measure, with the whole cir- 
< es of \vliieh that house ought 

and was desirous to be ac(|iiauited ; and 
tlKH'fore he was surprised beyond ex¬ 
pression lliat it should he attempted to be 
refusf'd. Jf the right lion, secretary could 
shew tlial Its production w’onhl cause any 
public inconvenience, he wxndd do well to 
state it; but till be did, he hoped the liouse 
^vould incline tow ards tlic motion, and insist 
on its being glv'en. Wliat was the course 
the hou. gent, had pursued } livjus- 

tii’sing a great and important nu'asure t# 
ilie house, he had read part of this docu- 
lUiMit, to the house, which pari had induced 
many to suppose tliat the opinion of the 
noble lord who wrote the letter was in 
favour of the measure, by holding fortli 
th(' same opinion of the Danish govern¬ 
ment as the present ministers had formed, 
whiTcas the reverse would have proved to 
be the ease, had the w hole of that docu¬ 
ment been read, and would be still proved 
if the whole ])aper, then the subject of rW- 
bate, were to be produced. 

'file Chancellor of the Exchetjiter main¬ 
tained, that there 'vas no foundation for the 
.supposition that the^extracts made by his 
right hon. fiaViid out of the dispatch of 
lord Ilowick to Mr. Ciarlicke at Copenha¬ 
gen, made the unfavourable imjiressioh 
against that noble lord which somc^gen- 
lli men ap{)reheiuled 3 for th*ey seemed to 
think that the object of making tliese ab¬ 
stracts was merely to impress the house 
witli the idea tliat lord Howick w-asnow' com- 
plaiulng against this expedition, only be¬ 
cause be wa.s in opposition,. but that if ho 
w'ere in power, he would have done as 
ministers did. But it was otol the intention 
of his right hon. friend toSproduce any 
such impression. ’Fhere w^as no such in¬ 
terference warranted by the extracts of 
the disyiatch of the noble lord. Itwras not> 
denied that the noble lord was against the 
expedition. But the opinion of lord How- 
ick was, that if Denmark gavd up her 
ileet to secure Holstein from tho sei;(ure 


I and gripe of France, that such a submis- 
sic 4 i w 6 uld not be assented to byliis Bri- 
I tannic majestv ; that was the sentiment of 
lilord Howick in the Dispatch allude^ to, 

I Ind that was all that his y;ight hon. friend 
Jlieant to impress upon the htyise tlie other 
night- As to the challenge thrown out by 
a right hon. gent, he had only to say, that 
inmiskirs were satisfied w ith the vote upon 
the king’s speech. They thought their 
defence sufficient as it stood ; nor did he 
believe they .sliould owe much to the for¬ 
bearance of thi^ right hon. gent, either in 
the house, or out of it, if he thought he 
could attack them with success, notwith¬ 
standing his apparent magnanimity, in 
saying that he should not attack them un¬ 
til they were prepared with their defence. 

Mr, WincUuun complained that ministers 
had swindled the house out of an appear-.^ 
ance of approbation of the Danish expedi¬ 
tion, in the Address to his majestj , although 
it was then understood, that that Address 
was a me? t‘ matter of form, not convoy:inff 
any actual opinion. Tlic grand ground 
for the production of tlic papers moved 
for by his hon. friend, was tliat the house 
h.iviijg, irregularly m his opinion, allowed 
a flagrant injustice to be done to an indi¬ 
vidual, WTre bbuud to repair it as far as 
lay in their power. 

Sir John Ordt was desirous that minis¬ 
ters should not be fettered. The gentle¬ 
men opposite seemed towdsh that wi?should 
give the sword to our enemy, and content 
•ourselves with the scabbard. 

jMr. Littleton did not think that tlic re- 
si stame to the present motion rested on 
the same grounds as tin; resistance Co the 
motion of"Wednesday last. Altliough he 
Voted Jbr ministers on that day, common 
justice would comjiel him'to viite for the 
hon. gent, on the present occasion. • 

Mr. Sheridan was glad to hear the chal- 
*lenge throwai out by the other side. As 
to a vote of censure, he should be happy 
to vote twm censures; the one on the dis¬ 
respectful manner in which all information 
relative to the Danish expedition had been 
withheld front the house ; the other on the 
expedition itself, lie contended strenu¬ 
ously for the production of the papeTS 
moved for by his hon. friend. Before the 
meeting of parliament he had made up his 
mind to support hU majesty^s ministers on 
the .subject of the expedition to Copenha¬ 
gen ; fully expecting that they would he 
able to. prove, either that a collusion ei:- 
isted between Denmark and France, or 
tliat Denmark could not have resisted the 
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compulsion of France. Neiiher of these j f.uously by iTaiicc ; hut he /l)peale(l to 
pointshad hen» established; and with To- the recollo.non of (lie hoTi,so,/?i,jt he tried 
card to the first particularly, lie pledgedli to jrive every api/M arnnci’ u!e in tiic 

Sinru'ielf, when the sulijcct was rosunu'd, tJ\ ^tory ho had" told td' jIio Ihojls!) (dhrerwho 
make it inconfrovertibly inauilo K, tlu| was taken prisonc'r by the Front h, and 
there never •had been any collusion wluitV treate l \u-h soinuch oontunndy ; and stop- 


eve r. 

Mr. Sharpe said, ho, thou:;bt the nio- | 
tion ought to bo acredod 'io on*'o^^’ry | 
principle of fairness and justice; /and 
fjo conrinfced was he of tlie partiality am! 
injustice of reading garbled papors% that if 
no other person accepted the (hallengo* 
given to that side of the house, he would 
himself bring forward a motion, for a vote 
cf cerisui-e; though from the slight connec¬ 
tion he had in the house, and the short 
time he had been a member of it, he could 
not boast even so much parliament ary 
^courage as to flatter himself with success, 
and could wish it to fall into able! Minds. 

Mr. Whitbread congratulated the house 
on the idea, that wliethcr they lost the nio- 
tintr or not, it would have the good cflect 
of preventing the right hon. gentleman 
from again making use of garbled h tters. 
7'he chancellor of the exchequer had 
clearly shewn, that he had never had a 
cause in a court of justice in uhich he 
found it so diflicult to defend his client ; 
for all he could say in his behalf wa^, lliat 
he did not mean to draw that iuferonre 
which others had done for him. 'i’ljo 
right hon. gent, had said, ‘ does the noble 
lord mean to say, that I have east any im- ^ 
piitation on him, by reading his letter 
Jle would answer for the mdile lord, yc.s, 
—th<^.imputation of holding <-ne laugmge 
while in ofliee, arftl another ulien out of 
it, and in so doing palming an imposition 
on that house and the pubiii. Ministers 
and the noble* lord were, tlicn, at issue: 
pfbduce tlir paper. Was there env pul>- 
lic inconvenience arising from it r Hcf 
would answer boldly, no ; it bad not oven 
been pretended that there w as the most 
distant risk of it. Ministers wcfc willing 
to give Mr. Rist’.s*letter, because it might 
serve their purpose on another occasion, 
but that which made against them they 
withheld. The right hon. secretary ha I 
said on Wednesday last, that whenever he 
saw the footsteps of those incapable ser¬ 
vants be turned round to avoid them, as a 
path to be shunned ; he wished, however, 
the right hon. gent, would imitate them in ^ 
il^eiv candour and fairness. He had seemed 
to think he w^as dealt hardly by, in its he¬ 
rn^ iasinnated that he had represented tl^e 
humiliated and treated contemp* 


ped siio»*t, there to make, tlie hotM- believe 
that no SHtssfav tieii bad b eii deiiianded. 
But tiic fact ivas olberwi>e; the CrovMi 
Prince had m »dc adcmai'd of satisfaciion, 
andobiaiued it in^iu priio c Murat. 11 tho 
right bon. gent, bad gone oii and told tlir* 
hou.se that fa(‘t, it would have taken away 
all tilt* force, of his story ; so, \\ hen he reed 
the passive he had selected tVoin the no¬ 
ble lord’s letter,•and at the eiul of whieh 
he was so heartily cheered, if he had luit 
given one sinelc word more—Hu* word 
but —with tliC .same emphasis tiiat he con¬ 
cluded ilu* sentence preceding it, that, 
word /mi woulil have eflbctually knocked 
(low’ll nil those cheers, by .shewing that 
the opinion conveyed was directly con* 
traiy to that he wished to liave bnjved. 
ff no other man in the house would bring 
it forw ard, he would himself move for a 
vole of cen.sure ; for never was censure so 
abundantly merited. 

Ml*. Jloniagfte w'a.s proceeding, but tlir 
house became, so clamorous, that he 
obliged to .sit down. On a division, tlien* 
appeared—For the motion : Against it 

1.57. Majority >> b—-On our return to the 
gallery, 

Mr. Sharpe gave notice of his intention 
oPsuhmittiiig to the house c ertain Re.scdu- 
tifins relative to the I'.xpeditinn to Copen¬ 
hagen, and the Conduct of Ministers 
therein ; but refased to name the day. 

List of the Minority. 
Ahcicronily,Jam<?s Gre^nhill, Robert 

• Banner, Alexander Ondinhoofe, B. 

Bjifiug, Thomas Herbert, II, A. 

Barliurst, rt. t.C.B, Hibbert, G. 

Bernard, Scrope Horner, F. 

Bradshaw, A. C. llowurdjcol. 

Bince, P. C. Howard, W. 

Burdetf, sir F. Knapp, G. 

Byng, (5. Kno\, Tho. 

Calcrnfr, sir G. Lainbe, W, 

Cavendish, lord G. Lambton, R. J. 

Cavendish, W. Laurence, Frcncii 

Cavendish, G. A.II.C. Llovd, colonel 

Cocks, hon. S^^.S. Loftus,general 

Colbourne, N. R. Lyttleton, W. H. 

Craig, J. Macdonald, Jam€.s 

» Crevt 7 , Thomas Mackenzie, gen. 

Cuthbert, J. R. Martin, Henry 

Ebrington, vise. Mathew, M. 

Eden, W. Maule, W. R. 

Elliot, W. Mfibank, sir Ralph 

Fergussoti, general Miller, sir Tho. 
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[Vhicli the importance of the object re¬ 
quires, for this exposition; which will he 
tyictated by that frankness and moderation 
Avorthy of an independent government, 
^id one friendly to Ci/Britainj) by which 
rtie court of Denmark has been constantly 
‘.K tuated in her proceedings and discussions 
with that of lx)iulon.—all courts, whose 


jMiltoii, vi\oiint Ruiseli, lord W. 

Moore, Pci^ Scudamore, R. 

Morpeth, vlSpoiint Sharpe, Itichind 

Mosley, sir U. Sheridan, R. D. 

]Nevillc, R. Smith, (h 

Newport, sir John Taylor, M. A. 

Ord, William Temple, t a. 1 

Ossulston, lord T'leriu y, (j. 

Parry, Love fracy, II. 

Pcirse, Henry VaiibJltarl, N. 

Petty, lord H. Vernon. G. G. V. 

Piggoti, sir A, Wjtril, J. W. 

P'>Ms»)nl*y, P. Wanitl, eol. 

I*n;tie, f'. A. Westciii, G. C. 

(iuin, W.,11. Wliitbicud, S.iin. 

.llonniU, sii S. Wiiulhiun, W. 

[PAPn ;3 ni i \Ti^n to anu 

THE Oai TJi TN ( (H’ncil of Jan. 7, 1807.J 
The following are (‘()[)ies of the Papers 
relative to i>en.iiark and the Order in 
Gouncil of the 7tli Jan. 1807, moved lor 
this day, by Mr. Whitbread. 

PAPERS 

TRE^ENTro RY His MA.TESTy’s COMMAND TO 

IfO'Al HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, 1LR. 15., 

1808. 

No. I.—Note from M. Rist to I.ord Vis¬ 
count Ilowick, dated London, March 
9,1807.^ 

The undersigned, Charge d’AlFaires of 
his majesty the king of ])enmdrk, in trans¬ 
mitting in d(ie time to his coiiit by the 
Note, by whitb Ins excellency viscount 
Howiek arcpiainted him, on the 10th el' 
Jan. w ith the Ordm* in Coiun il, (p. 12f);), 
issued by his Britannic majesty, jirohlbit- 
ing all commerce bctwi'cn the diflerent 
ports of the enemy and those subject to 
the influence of the French govermnenl, 
foresaw at that lime ihe deep and painful 
impression wbjch that Order could not 
fail to produce upon the court of Den- 
mark.^^—He has this moment rec eived its' 
orders to express to the miuEters ol^his 
Britannic majesty^ the surprise and gried' 
which the court of tin* undersiginHi has 
fedt in taking notice of a rt'solution, which, 
founded upon a principle in itself inad¬ 
missible, attacks one of the chief sources 
of the commercial prosperity of Denmark 
and seems to give a blow, as direct as it 
is uiqirovokcd, to her most sacred rights, 
and to thfc treaties which contact her with 
G. Britain. lie has received the orders 
of his court, to detail to his Britannic ma¬ 
jesty’s government the fatal consequences 
of tills measure, and finally to require its 
suppression.—The undersigned, in quitting 
himself of these orders of his excellency 
vise. Howiek, t®ces the liberty of de¬ 
manding from hijv all the serious attention 


luty and mterost it is to defend the riglit^ 
of nVntralityr, that ‘of the undersigned ig 
calleiJ upon to do so on this occasion more 
>ai licularly, as well by its situation, as by 
tbe uaUire of the Order in Council in ques¬ 
tion : It is against her interests prineijially 
that it is directed ; her subjects chiefly 
will suftbr by its con:*equcnces. Almost 
exclusively in possession of the advan¬ 
tageous coasting Ireide betAveon the dif- 
I’erent which will henceforward be- 

come yniccossible to them, they are me¬ 
naced w ith the deprivation of a branch of 
their navigation, which has occupied until 
the |)i eseibt time hundreds of vessels, thou¬ 
sands ot' sailors and Industrious workmen, 
and considerable capitals. Henceforth 
the ModiteiTaneaii wall, for the most part, 
he shut against their enterprises : a voyage 
from Holland to France, from Italy to 
Spain, from the Manse towns to the ports 
of the Mcflitonauean, will render their 
ve^'Sels and theii' cargoes subject to confis¬ 
cation. Exclutled from the greatest part 
ol’tlu* ports of tlie ( ontiiient of Europe, it 
is wishcfl that tlicy shouhl renounce, not 
Ainly the considerable advantages which 
the neutrality’ of their flag insures them in 
earrylng on the coasfing ti’ade, but also 
the continuance of an. essential part of 
their direct and legitimate commerce witli 
the porU above-mentioned. Aft!br having 
sold the jjroduce of their coliri’ry , planks, 
fish, or corn, in one of the Northern poits 
of Holland, France, or Spain, tliey will bo 
dbliged to return in ballast, because they 
wall not be allowed to seek, in the Southern 
ports of those coimtricNS, and of Italy, such 
merchandize as the countries of the North 
have occasion fiir, and which can alo^e 
produce returns surticicntly advantageous 
to reimburse the cxpences of their voyage^. 
In order to procure salt, wines, brandy, 
and oil, it will be necessary for them to 
sail from Danish ports for the most part 
in ballast, in order to fetch them from thp 
ports of the Mediterrancai't; if they do 
not prefer, which, according to all ap¬ 
pearance will be the case, to renounce al¬ 
together a traffic, which would hencefor- 
wiVd become a ruinous speculation.—And 
how can the subjects of his Danish majesty 
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_ _ . „ _ _, of war, the supremo roguli^r of all tlio 

one of the principal branches of their in-l relations of human socioiy^oukl destroy 
dufitey? By what right can they bo/ the very basis of that sex lot\, in nnlc r 


stopped in the pursuit of a peaceable ocj openly to sanction the right of strength. 


cupation, th« exercise of which is guaranV 
teed to them by the public law of nations, 
and by the sacred faith of treaties ; which 
insui*c to Denmark, on the part of G. Bri¬ 
tain, the unlimited liberty of the sea^; in 
all cases In which Denmark has not her¬ 
self consented, by express stipulations, to 
renounce the exercise of a part of her 
rights ?—They will he so deinived, ac¬ 
cording to a principle of retaliation, not 
against Denmark, for she has never swerved 
from the strict execution of her treaties, 
or from her duties tonards England ; luit 
against a third pouer, whose exam])l(‘ (i. 
'^Britain seems but too reaily to ‘follow, in 
order to render the stipulations of tiVatics, 
and the pacific relations between states, 
subordinate to a right of war, indtdimte in 
its ‘principle, unliniitcd in its extent, in¬ 
calculable in its consequences, but com¬ 
pletely foreign to, and by no means biiul- 
ing on, a neutral power, independent, and 
protected by solemn and recent treaties.— 
The undersigned has received express or¬ 
ders from his court, to declare, in its name, 
that it regards the right of retaliation, 
upon which the Order in Council of his 
Britannic majesty is founded, as absolutely 
inadmissible, in its principle and in its 
consequences. To establish this right, itj 
would be necessary to begin by destroy-* 
ing the first notions of genet a] and public 
law'. ^ It must be intended to lay dow’ii as 
a principle, that every pow'er has a right 
arbitrarily to renounce engagements, and 
to derogate from solemn stipulations witli 
another ])ower* for no oth**r reason than 
thUt its rel^tion^ w ith a third power have 
changed their character.—It must be in-| 
tended to insist that the privileges, in¬ 
terests, and property, of a neutral nation, 
are at the disposition of every oliicr pow er, 
although connectid with it by treaties, as 
soon as the course of events, or the incli¬ 
nations of that power should engage her 
in a war entirely foreign to the neutral 
nation.—^The palpable inconsistency and 
falsehood of such reasoning cannot be 
c^cjualled but by its fatal consequences 
w^th respect to society. It cannot escape 
the penetration of his Britannic majesty’s 
minister$^ that a principle, which would 
relations and mutual obliga* 
between two countries dependent 
acts whatsoever of a third power, 
^her which would conititute ar,tatc 



and, in the end, to pave the >vay lor that 
ll'^f universal anarchy.-—This (the under¬ 
signed regicis,to '.^vow it) is r»everih(‘lcss 
the tcndeJicy of tlic ])riiiciple upon wliith 
the resolutions ado|)ted by the hreueli 
govenuuenl against, the connneree ol (r. 
Britain are cited, as nioliees to iiulme hj> 
Jh-itaniiic majesty to set aside the treaties 
subsisting between Englaiul aud Demuaik, 
and esjicciallv licit of the J7lhJuii»', 1S()1, 
wliich guaranties to ll»e latter powi'r, in 
the case expressly Toreseen, ot any mari¬ 
time war what(*v(r, tlu; eutiie hixrlv ol 
its counnt rcc, with the excejition onl> of 
those restrictions mentioned in the third 
article. This is the sjiiiii ol ameasine, 
which influts u])oii tiie cunnuerce of 
Danish .subjects the most seviae wound ol 
wliirh tile history of neutraiity olh r.s an 
example.—The undersigned does rmt ap- 
pieiicnd that lie has said too much m .id- 
v.mcing this assertion : he lias done so 
pur])Osely, and entirely loreseeiiig that thi' 
Blench Decree of the 'Jlst Nov. iSOli, to¬ 
gether with all its jierniciouscimsequences 
to the commerce of neutrals, will he cited 
to invalidate it. The under.signed wandd 
have esteomiMl himself fortunate, it lir 
could hav(‘, aMiidcd the necessity oi mak¬ 
ing a roin]>arisnn between the Uvo mca- 
silres, nr of drawnng a parallel bctwan’ii 
their ctfia ts, more or loss pernicious to the 
commerce of Denmark ; hut the weighty 
and important nature of the task wliich lie 
has to fulfil, imposes* tliis duty ujxm him. 
He will, howa'vcr, m oidi^- to make the 
piinisters of Ids Britannic luajesly ac- 
quayitcd w ith the measure of the impres¬ 
sion which il^ese Iw'o Decrees, in opposi¬ 
tion to each other, must have produced in 
Denmark, content himself with .stating, 
that, ac(;ovdiag to the official exphiuations 
which the undersigned ha.s just received 
from his court, the Breneli Decree does 
not, as w^c w'cre led to suppo.se from its 
expressions, bear upon all vessels carrying 
on commerexi with England, but only 
upon tho.se Which, coming fiom an Blng- 
li.sh port, are desirous of entering a port 

ofB’rance; that it enacts the confiscation 

*of those vessels only which refuse to sub¬ 
mit to the notification of the Decree a1 
their entry into one of the said ports, qt 
which are desirous of «i:oncealing 
having lately put into a port of O. Drltuiu- 
that therefore the provisiAns of the Breiiot 
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Decre^ a gi*eat part of which canaot, Authorised' to declare, in the most precise 
from thar nature, be carried into eilect, piamier, that the court of Deitmark can 
have not^ yet caused any sensible inter- never accjuiesce in any degree in the Order 
ruption to\ie Commerce of Denmark with in Council of his Britannic inajesty,^which 
G. Britain.—The undersigned must also has been communicated.to the undersigned 
observe, that the Decree of the 21 st of on the 10 th of Jan.* nor cqpsent that her 
Nov. limited as it is in its application, vessels should be treated in conformity to 
turns evidently against France herself and it, and to protest formally against ita prin- 
her allies; or at least obliges them to par- ciple and .its consequences ; the under- 
ticipatc in the greatest part of the evils signed, however, feels pleasure in trans- 
and annoyance directed against the com- rnitting to his excellency vise. Howick, 
merce of neutrals : That it therefore seems and in partviking, the hopes of his -court, 
to cany with it the guarantee of its lenient that his Britannic majesty will not give 
execution, and probably of its short dura- effect to the resolution in question ; but 
tion.—^The undersigned feels it his duty to that, by suppressing it, he will continue 
juld, that his court has nevertheless made and cement the relations of vunity and 
urgent representations to the French go- good understanding which attach to his 
vernment against a measure, the principle interests the court of Denmark, whose 
of w'hich it cannot but consider as a direct constant ellbrts have been directed to the 
and manifest violation of its rights: That, observance of her engagements, and to 
far from being willing or able to acquiesce preservation of her relations ivith G. Bri- 
in it, his court thought that it employed tain.—^This hope receives additiorial vigour 
the best weapons w^hich its situation and from a knowledge of the liberal way of 
the justice of its cause aflbrded, when it thinking vind acting of the enllghiened 
protested solemnly against the subversion minister to whom the undersigned has the 
of principle, and the contempt of the law honour to address the representations in 
of nations, of which this Decree gives so favour of neutral rights, which have al- 
fatal an example.—But tlic greater the ready more than once found in him their 
disgust of the court of the undersigned at advocate.—^I'he Undersigned has the ho- 
the spirit of the Decree of the 21 st Nov. nour, &c. J, Rist. 
and particularly at the motive alleged for No. II,—Mote from Lord Vise. Howick 
its justification, namely, that of retaliation, to Mr. Rist, dated Foreign-Office, 

the more profound was its regret on seeing 17th March, 1807. 

G. Britain, in her late measures, follow The undersigned, his majestjt’s prin- 
thc footsteps of her enemy, and take ad- cipal secretary of state for Foreign affairs, 
vantage of his example, to sanction a doc- has the honour of informing, Mr. Rist, that 
trine, the principle of which seems more he has lost no time in submitting to his 
to be feared in itself, than the more or less majestygovernment his Note of the Dth 
enlarged scale of the regulations which inst.; and that it has received all tthe at- 
determine its effect and extent. — The tention which the m^nitude of the sub¬ 
court of Denmark cannot dissemble her ject, and the various and important con- 
apprehensions, that the French govern- siderations which it involyes, certainly re- 
inent will reckon among its triumphs, quired.—It is much to be wished jhat 
having engaged England in measures the Danish government, before it had 
which, while they justified its own pro-# suffered itself to indulge in the represen- 
ceeding, necessarily weakened the ties of tations contained in the above official 
friendship which attached the neutral na- paper, had considered with more calm- 
tions to G. Britain, and that ityvill find in ness themature and objects of the Decree 
the Order in Council of his Britannic ma- of the French government of the 21st of 
jesty, a new motive, or at least a pretext, Nov. last, and the Order in Council which, 
•not only for persisting in its fatal measures, in consequence of that Decree, has been 
and for enforcing their dormant rigour, issued by his majesty.—The undersigned 
but also for augmenting,^ if possible, its is under the necessity of thus calling, in 
original violence, and coinpleting the ruin the outset, the attention of the Danish mi- 
of nations, which, until the present time, nister to the original state of the question; 
had preserved the blessings and the pros- because M. Rist, in his reference both to 
perity of peace. The undersigned ah- the Decree of the 21st Nov. 180d, and to 
stains, but too willingly, from completing his majesty's Order in Council, seems to 
the terrible picture which the perspective have misconceived the tenor and effect of 
of such a contest appears to pre|e&t»"- .both uniformly excusing apd palliating 
Vot.X. 1 2D . , 
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tfaeoni;, and in no less a degree heigh- I incoasequenceofthisanparaUeled^grea- 
tenii^ and'aggravating the supposed lea-, sion ; and other powers would ^ve no 
dehev and conseVjuences of, the other.— righttocomplain, ifthe king hn^minedi- 
Bytite Decroc of the 21st. Hoy. which ately proceeded to declare aU4he coim- 
upon the falsest allegations is.justilied by tri^s occupied, by. the enemy to be in a 
the principle o[ retalia^ioiii the enemy.has state.of blockade, and to prohibit all trade 
presumed to declare the British isles in a in the produce o^’ tliose countries ; for, ag 
state of blockade, prohibiting at the same the French decree itself expresses it, the 
time all commerce* with them, and ^all law of nature justihes the employing 
trading in English merchandise ; and by against the enemy the same arms which 
the same instrument, thci Prize Courts of he makes use of. If third parties suffer 
Frfltnce arc directed to.enforce these regu- from these measures, their demand of re¬ 
lations. Neutrals are. consequently inter- paration must be made to that country 
dieted from allcoramcrcial intercourse wdth which ftrst violates the established usages 
G. Britain, and all trading in her conimo- of war, ami tlje rights of neutral states.— 
dities.—The French government, in adopt- The British government, however, was 
ing a measure at once so violent in itself neither hasty nor rigorous in its measures, 
and of such injustice with respect to the His majesty waited nearly tvro months be- 
consequences which must necessarily have fore he had recourse even to the mitigated 
b^n expected to result from it, com- measure of retaliation, which a due rew 
mitted a manifest act of hostile aggression gard for the dignity of his crown and the 
* (though immediately directed against‘G. interests of his subjects has at length 
Britain) against the rights of every state exacted from him.—Whether in the mean 
not tyjgaged in the war, which, jf not time any such steps were taken by Den- 
resisted on their part, must unavoidably mark a/were required by the insult w hich 
deprive them of the privileges of a fair had been offered by the enemy to her so- 
neutrality, and must suspend the operaticA vereignty and independence, and the in- 
of treaties formed for the, protection of jury done to her neutral rigbts, this go- 
neutral rights, tlms fundamentally violated vernment is altogether ignorant. All that 
in their first and most essential principles, is known here is> that,a formal comrauni- 
—The injury .which would be sustained by cation of the Decree of the 21st of Nov. 
G. Britain, if she suflered her commerce w^as made by the French minister at the 
with foreign nations to be thus iiUei dicted, court of Kiel ; the answer of the Danish 
whilst that of the enemy with them should government has not transpired ; but no 
remain unmolested, is so manifest, that it intention of resistance has appeared in any 
can require no illustration. It never could pjjiblic document, or in any steps taken by 
have been presumed that his majesty the Danish government: wluist, on the 
would submit to such an injury, waiting otlier hand, it has observed a conduct not 
in patient acquiescence till France might apparently calculated to enforce the resif 
, think proper toattetuTto the slow and fee- pect due to the rights of a neutral nation, 
ble remonstrances of states not engaged in nor in consistency with* the character of 
the war, or that fee should, forbear to take a power determined equally ter- resist any 
immfiiiate steps to checkthe violence of measures affecting those rights, from 
the enemy, and to retort upon him the whatever quarter they might proceed.—* 
evUs of his own injustice.—-Had his ma- The troops which were stationed in Hol- 
jesty at once determined to exact. the full stein, whilst those of the allies were near 
measure of retaliatioa to whicli he was, that , frontier, have been immediately 
justly* entitled, (an4 which, nothing but- withdrawn qn the approach of the French 
most generous regard for the commer- army ; and the general intercourse be^ 
eialjnterests of neutral powers could have tween this country and Husum, never re-i 
induced him to forgo) let Ilenmark reflect fused in any former war, has been the * 
uplm the efi^t which such^a determination subject of continual complaint and renaon^ 
Would have had upon her commerce, tak- strance on the part of the Danish minis- 
ing into h^r consideration at the same time, try.—Having made these preliminary pb-* 
the means which G. Britain possesses of servations^ it will be necessary to enter 
enforcing it; and then let her compare it into a,candid and dispassionate investiga- 
with the measure pfforbearance and lenity tkrii of the general nature and effect of. 
%hich b^ been adopted.—His maj. wouli^ th^ Order in Council of the 7th Jan. of 
have been justified in n> the causes which produced it, and of soma 

l^^piwthefullestmeasuresofretaliati^ thp pri|itipat\oh 3 ects which itbadiw 
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view. \ln doing this, the undersigned ^is j cipally from the success of the British 
first Jed ^0 consider the probable extent of Ijnarjtihie force, which has almost annihi- 


its operar^n, as it affects the carrying-and 
direct traati to Denmark, and of otlier. 
neutral Powers; and this will be the 
more necessary with regard to the latter 
and more important description of com¬ 
merce, inasmuch as impediments arc sup¬ 
posed to be thrown in the way of it by 
the Danish minister, which have no real 
existence, and \yhicb the cases assumed 
by him in his official iiote, are very far 
from establishing. From the natural, ob¬ 
vious, and equitable construction of the 
instrument in question, it will be seen that 
these cases are altogether exempted from 
its operation. For wherever it can be 
shewn that a Danish or other neutral ves¬ 
sel, after having delivered her outward 
cargo, or any part of it, at one of the ports 
in possession of France or her allies, or 
occupied by that power, shall bona fide 
propose to proceed to another, solely for 
the purpose of shipping a cargo, consist¬ 
ing of such articles as she may require* for 
her homeward voyage, it is clear that such 
vessed would not be considered in our 
Courts of prize as liable to the penal con¬ 
sequences of the order. In framing the 
Order in Council of the 7th January, 
his majestygoverniaent has indeed stu¬ 
diously endeavoured to avoid distress¬ 
ing nations not engaged in the war. The 
neutral is still at libcrt^^ to carry his 
own products to a market in hostile coun¬ 
tries, to procure from thence articles for 
his own consumption, and to engage in 
mercantile speculations, from hostile coun¬ 
tries to other neutral countries, or to the 
British islands.—^Thc object of the Order 
in Council was, to prevent tlie enemy from 
carrying on his coasting trade througii 
the means of neutral bottoms, at a ♦ime 
when the naval superiority of G.» Britain 
precluded him from effecting it in vessels 
navigated under his own flag, and belong¬ 
ing to his own subjects. But the trading 
from hostile port to hostile giport^ at the 
qimo time that it was so beneficial and 
Cftn necessary to the enemy, was com¬ 
paratively of little benefit to the neutral 
and hardly entitled to the character of neu¬ 
tral commerce.—^The costing trade of the 
enemy in time of peace' is carried on by 
his. own navigation. Even the other 
branches of trade referred to, viz. from 
Holland to France, to Spain, and the Ros- 
tile porfe in the Mediterranean, in time 
of jpjeace, chiefly pass by the navigati<m 
ff taen^ conntriftft respectiTely.-^It is prin-. 


lated the navigation of the'enemy, that the 
ships of Denmark and other neutral states 
are employed as carriers from ?iostile 
port to hostile port,'in ordej; to relieve the 
enemy from his distress; and it is noto¬ 
rious that the trade thus carried on, is sup¬ 
ported by the shameful misconduct of neu¬ 
tral merchants, who lend their names for 
a sma]! per centage, not only to cover the 
goods, but in numberless instances to mask 
the ships of the enemy.—^The Danish mi¬ 
nister, in his note, st^ems, imleed, so intent 
upon asserting neutral rights, as apparent¬ 
ly to forget that there also exist corres¬ 
ponding neutral duties.—Neutrality, pro¬ 
perly considered, does not consist in tak¬ 
ing advantage of every situation be¬ 
tween belligerent states, by which emo¬ 
lument may accrue to the neutral, what¬ 
ever may be the consequences to either * 
belligerent party; but in observing a 
strict gnd honest impartiality, so as not 
to afford advantage in the war to either ; 
and particularly in so far restraining its 
trade to the accustomed course which it 
held in time of peace, as not to render 
assistance to one belligerent in escaping 
the effect of the other’s hostilities. The 
duty of a neutral is —** non iiitcrponere se 
bclio, non hoste imminente hostem eri- 
pero and yet it is manifest, that lending 
a neutral navigation to carry bn^lhe coast¬ 
ing trade of the enemy, is in direct con¬ 
tradiction to this definition of neutral ob¬ 
ligations, as it is, in effect, to rescue the 
commerce of the enemy from the distress to 
which it is reduced by the superiority of 
the British navy, fo assist his resources, 
and to prevent G. Britain Qom bringing 
him to reasonable tenns/>f peace.—To put 
a stop therefore to this species of trade, 
a measure which might easily have'been 
justified without reference to the late con¬ 
duct of France ; and even if the Danish 
navigation were likely to sulFer some in¬ 
convenience from it, there would n^t exist 
any just ground of complaint: but when it 
is the only step in the way of retaliation 
winch has hitherb> been adopted on the 
part of the British government, hia ma¬ 
jesty’s forbearance and magnanimity must 
appeal* eminently conspicuous.—If, after 
all, the probable consequences of this mea¬ 
sure are contemplated with any degree of 
temper, they will appear rather likely to 
prove benencial than otherwise to the 
Danish nation. The products of the hos¬ 
tile couhtries will of necessity find their 

D 2 
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way into Neutral countries, not only for pp-esented a Petition from the ry. James 
consumpfion but for re-exportation: ben*- Scott, rector of J:rampton Brjm, in the 
mark will then become a great entrepot; county of Hereford; takin^notice of 


her nj^vigation will not have the less em¬ 
ployment ; thh ryal bona commerce 
of her subject^ \\ ill be extended, and her 
revenue at the same time will be consi¬ 
derably benefited.—The enemy, it is true, 
will sufler liy the enhanced price whicih he 
must pay for the articles which he imports, 
when obtained in tliis circuitous* moefe, 
and by the reduced price at w hich he will 
be obliged to dispose of hw exports, as 
well as by the increased difficulty of co¬ 
vering his commerce under a neutral flag. 
But it is presumed that these considera¬ 
tions cannot furnish any just cause of 
complaint on the part of i)cnmark, the 
real trade, of which country will, in all 
DTobability, be eventually rather ^^‘nefited. 
than exposed to any injury from thf jpea- 
*<ure in question.-lUpon the whole, the 
undersigned is instructed to declare to M. 
Rist,Jhat his majesty cannot be induced 
to revoke the Order in Council of the 7th 
Jan. till France shall not only have de-' 
«isted from acting on the Decree of the 
21st Nov. but shall have publicly and for¬ 
mally repealed it. Should Denmark ad¬ 
here to the resolution she has expressed, 
of resisting the unjust pretensions of the 
enemy, ami mimifest a sincere disposition 
to maintain a real and honourable neu¬ 
trality, it is very far from his majesty’s 
wish or intention to deprive her of any of 
the advantages which iiirly belong to that 
relation ; but if unfortunately ^it shall 
appear that this neutrality consists in mere 
assertion, and displays itself only in remon¬ 
strances on her part, against such measures 
as his maj^ty is justly authorized to 
adopt, in suppoj^t of the dignity of his 
crown, and the interests of his subjects, 
hnd on the other hand, in the most com¬ 
plete and ^qualified acquiescence in 
every demand which the enemy may 
think proper to advance, the king* would 
consider himself as wanting in th# regard 
which he owes to hm own honour and the 
welfare of Ids dominions, w^erc he to omit 
taking, on his part, such measures as may 
be necessary to secure both, against the 
injury which must necessarily arise from 
a continuance of such conduct on the part 
af the Danish government. JIowick, ^ 


HOVSB OF COMMONS. 

February 9, 

ETITION against THE CURATES SuS- 

IN Repeal Bia.] Mr. Whitbread 



the ingro.ssed bill from the lorus, intituled. 
An Act for repealing an Act made in the 
47th of his present majesty, intituled,' An 
' Act for suspending the o|5eration of an 
^ act of the 3()th of his present majesty for 
‘ the further support and maintenance of 
‘ Curates within the Church of England, 

' and for other purposes in the said actmen- 
' tioned, so far as relates to thi*. avoidance 
^ of Benefices by the Incumbents thereof 
‘ having accepted augmented Curacies 
and setting forth, ** that if the same should 
pass into a law^, it w ill operate in a man¬ 
ner extremely injurious to the petitioner, 
whose title to the rectory of Brampton 
Bryan aforesaid cannot be disputed, as 
long as the said act of the 47 th of his pre¬ 
sent majesty shall continue to be the law ; 
and that the petitioner was presented aiul 
duly, instituted to the Rectory of Bramp¬ 
ton Bryan aforesaid in 1801 ; and in 1805 
he.was nominated to the perpetual curacy 
of Titley, in the county aforesaid; and 
that in 1806, the petitioner was appf)inted 
chaplain to his majesty’s ship Lion, w hich 
by the Residence Act is a legal cause of 
absence ; and the petitioner went in the 
said ship to China; and that at the time of 
the petitioner’s accepting the perpetual 
curacy aforesaid, he w^as in total ignorance 
of a section in an act of 36 Geo. 3. com¬ 
monly called the Curates Act, which 
makps a former Benefice voidable by the 
subsequent acceptance of a perpetual cu¬ 
racy augmented by Queen Anne’s Bounty; 
and that, if the petitioner had been in the 
least aw^are of the saii clause, he would 
have applied for a dispensation to hold 
two benefices, he being a batchelor of laws 
of 4(he University of Oxford, and as such 
in a situation to obtain such dispensation ; 
and, that, during the last session of parlia¬ 
ment, and whilst the petitioner was absent 
in China as aforesaid, a bill for the pur¬ 
pose of confirming clergymen who had 
acted in ignorance of the aforesaid clai|se 
in possession of their former Benefices, w4s, ^ 
from the very commencement of the said 
session in the hands of several members of 
both houses of parliament, of some of the 
most eminent lawyers at the bar, and of 
many respectable clergymen; and that 
several weeks after the said bill had been 
in such extensive discussion, namely on 
the 27th of July 1807, the patron of the 
said rectory of Brampton Bryan presented 
another gentleman tnereto i^and that, by 
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ihe said V;t of the 47th of his present ma-l 
jcsty, it wu,s enacted, that all pcrsons'who, 
upon or at asiy time after the first,day of 
the fiaid last session oFparliameiit, were or 
had been the lawful incninbent of any be- 
riefic e, should, notwithstanding they have* 
or had accepted any such augmented 
cures, remain and be the incumbents of 
fcvich benefices until the fortieth day of the 
next sfission of parliament; and that the 
petitioner was on tlie said first day of the 
last session of parliament, the lawful in¬ 
cumbent of the said rectory of Brampton 
Bryan, and was nominated to the said 
curacy now above 3 years ago, and ac- 
< epted the same, with the perfect apj>ro- 
hation of the saiil patron of Brampton 
3lry an, who immediately upon the yietiticn- 
cr^s acceptance of the said curacy, be¬ 
came the petitioner’s tenant of certain 
tythes belonging to the said curacy, and 
has so continued to the present time; and 
therefore praying, that the said bill may 
not pass into a law, or that the petiUuniT 
may liavc such otherrelicf in the premises 
iia to the house shall seem meet/'—^Thc 
P<*tition w.is ordered to lie upon the table. 

[Droits of Admiralty.] Sir K Bit?'- 
dftty seeing tin* chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer in his place, wished to put a ques¬ 
tion to him, in order that he might b^* 
satisfied, upon authority, of the truth of 
certain rumoursw’hich were in rin ulation. 
It had been stated in the public prints, 
that his majesty had granted large sums, 
out of the proceeds of prfiperty belonging 
to nations not at war with this country, 
to several branches of the royal family, 
and particularly to the duke of York. 
What he wislicd to know w'as, whether 
this RtatemeQt wuis correct; and if so, 
upon what ground it was that his majesty 
c ould seize the property of nations not dt 
war with this country? ’ 

The Chancellor of the BxcAcquer wil¬ 
ling to give the hon. baronet every infor¬ 
mation he required on the subject. But 
first he must apprise the hon. batonet of a 
misapprehension which he seemed to la¬ 
bour under, with respect to the principle 
upon which his majesty's right to the pro¬ 
perty in question w^as founded. It was 
true that the property lisyil been seized 
previous to his majesty’s formal declara¬ 
tion of war, but war had since been de¬ 
clared, and the question respecting the 
property had been referred to the com¬ 
petent tribunal and condemned. The right 
of his majesty, therefore, grounded upon 
such a decision •was incontrovertible. It 
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was true that his majesty granted » 
certain sum out of the proceeds of such 
property to ,each of the junior male 
brandies of the royal and the 

duke of York amongst thft rest. 

Sir K Burdett thanked th*? right non, 
gent, for the frankness of his answer, and 
intimated hi.s intention to bring the subject 
before parliament on a future day, 

[Conduct op Marquis WelleslEy.^ 
liOrd Folkestone moved, That the several 
Papers presented to the house in January, 
Feb. March, June and July, 1806, and in 
Fob. 1807, relative to the Allairs of the 
Province of Oude, be taken into consider¬ 
ation on Monday the 22d inst. 

Mr. Creevey took this opportunity of ex¬ 
pressing his opinion, that the best mode 
of proceeding w'ould not be that which 
the iioblo lord had stated, but that it; 
would be better to refer the papers to a 
committee, to arrange and make their re¬ 
port. The papers already printed vvere 
so voluminous, that it w^as difficult indeed 
for the house to understand the subject, 
unless the necessary papers w^ere selected 
in this maimer. The subject was very 
comprehensive, extending to the whole 
syst»*m of policy in India for a consider¬ 
able time. It would be recollected, that 
>vith respect to the policy of the rnarquiis 
Wollcsley's government, the bast India 
directors had, wdth an unanimi^ unpre- 
( cdcnted, against the opinion oi govern- 
meiit, decided by a majority of 23 di¬ 
rectors out of 21-, against the noble mar¬ 
quis. ^Vheii government afterw^ards sent 
marquis Cornwallis to succeed him, they 
evidently disapproved .of his admiiristra- 
tion. He thought it was necessary that 
the dispatches of marquis Cornwallis, ex¬ 
pressing his opinion of tho conduct of hi* 
predecessor, sliould be boiore the housq, 
Mr. R. Dundfus thought it was unusual 
*to interfere with any hon. member in the 
manner in which he might think proper 
to bring forward any business before that 
house, \then the noble lord should bring 
forward bis Resolutions, that would be^the 
proper lime for oflering such observation* 
as occurred to any hon. gent, on the sub¬ 
ject. It appeared to him, that as thoSe 
papers had been already nearly four year* 
before the house, it would be the best way 
to jiroceed to a vote upon those papers. 
The general policy of the system of go¬ 
vernment in India would be brought be¬ 
fore the discussion of the house in another 
shape. 

• Sir a: WeUtsUy said, that it had always 
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been his wish, and that of all the friends 
of the hoble marquis, that the houscshould 
.come to a decision with as much speed as 
•was consistent with diie ‘consideration. 
His* noble relation was in a most un¬ 
pleasant situation. ' Four years had now 
elapsed since the subject was first intro¬ 
duced, and it was nearly two years since the 
noble lord had moved for papers. Ij must 
be painful to the feelings of any individual 
to nave such charges* hanging over'his 
head for an indefinite length of time ; and 
the consequence which he thought would 
be likely to proceed from a])pointing a 
committee would be, that the house would 
be four years longer before it came to a 
decision. 

Mr. Lushingion observed, that the right 
hon. general was under a mistake, in say¬ 
ing the business had been four years be- 
*fore the house, as it had been introduced 
inMay, IfiOO. 

Sir A. Wclksky admitted, that he had 
been exactly correct, but the hon. 
member was less so ; for instead of May, 
1806 , it was May, 180 . 5 . 

Earl Temple said, he felt still the anxiety 
that he had always expressed, that this 
business should be brought to a speedy 
vote. He thought it injustice to the feel¬ 
ings of any individual to have such charges 
hanging over his head for a great length 
of time; and therefore he wished that the 
question should be put to rest, and that 
lord Welle.sloy’s character should be set¬ 
tled one way or the other. It would be 
recollected, that he formerly pressed anx¬ 
iously for a decision, but w^as at that time 
opposed by the friends of the noble mar- 
< quis on the other side of the house. 

Mr. Wigdkam said, it appeared to him 
that the best yray of understanding the 
whole of the subject, was to refer it to a 
committee, to select out of the volumin¬ 
ous papers whicTi had been printed, thosc#| 
which were most necessary for the consi¬ 
deration of the house. 

Mr. Wellesley Pole expressed tome sur¬ 
prise, that gentlemen opposite should now 
propose to go into a committee upon this 
subject, as if the topic never had been 
before the bouse : was it forgotten that it 
had been in discussion repeatedly# ever 
since 1805 ? He heartily approved of th6 
mode proposed by the noble lord, and 
concurred in his motion for the papers he 
* for; but he was averse to the 
_ by a committee. 

. Buniikm spoke in &vout of the 



I . I.,ordFo/teo7?tf lamented the lyffrortunatc 
predicament in which he stood*, in having 
those only to approve of his^plan of pro¬ 
ceeding who, he knew, were against him 
on the merits, w^iiilc, again, those who were 
with him on the merits of the question, ob¬ 
jected to hi.s mode of bringing it forward. 
He must, however, adhere to the mode he 
had laid down for himself.—The motion 
was then put and carried. 

Mr. Creez'cy^ with a view' to the general 
discussion of the afiairs of India, moved, 
that there be laid before the house copies 
of all letters .sent by the late marquis 
Cornwallis to the Secret Committee of the 
Court of Directors, subsequent to his arri¬ 
val in India in 1805. These letters con¬ 
tained the opinion of the noble manpiis on 
every prominent part of the administra¬ 
tion of our Jiitlian empire, and the infor¬ 
mation they would give would be most 
important in directing the judgment of 
the house on a subject that every d.ay 
called more loudly for a general and par¬ 
ticular investigation. 

Mr. R. Ditndns consented to the pro¬ 
duction of all the letters but the last, which 
was not signed by the marquis, and from 
that and some other deficiencies, such as 
want of date, unfillcil blanks, Stc. could 
not be consideretl as a fit document to be 
laid bclore paj-liamciit. The committett 
which he meant to move for .shortly, was 
merely to consider the Financial Alfairs 

of the East India Company_After some 

conversation, it was agreed'tliat the Papers 
should be. produced, with the exception 
of the unfinished letter. 

Mr. Creerey then gave notice, that as the 
right hon. gent, meant to call the atten¬ 
tion of the house to the Financial afFair«^ 
of the East India Company o‘hly, he would 
move fur a general inquiry into the state 
of oiiT Indian empire, territorial and poli¬ 
tical. f 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

^Wednesday, Februmy 10. 

[Droits of Admir-^ltf.} Sir F. Burden 
rose to move for an address to his majesty, 
prayin'^ that he would be graciously 
pleased to order that there be laid before 
the house an Account of all captures made 
at sea, which remained at the disposal of 
the crown, from the commencement of the 
late war in 1792, to the present time, toge¬ 
ther with an account of the produce of 
thd same, and the manner in which it had 
been disposed of^ • 
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The CJumcellor of the^ Exdt/squer wished ] 
the hon. baronet to give a. notice rather | 
than to make his motion now. This was | 
more corison^iut to the practice of the 
house. The motion would furnish an op¬ 
portunity for discussing the doctrines tliat 
wore ailoat on this subject. A notice was 
the best mode of proceeding, as it would 
i aiise the persons concerned to turn their 
'att(ntion to the matter, and to ascertain j 
how far the motion could, with propriety, | 
be complied w ith. If the hon. baronet | 
woulfl give a notice, he would come pre¬ 
pared f i ller to aid in forming the motion 
in the most convenient sliape, or to give 
rei^soiis why it should not pass. i 

v'ir b\ BurcLtt had no difiiculty in con¬ 
sulting the convenience of the right hon. 
gent, hy giving the notice for to-morrow, i 

[CciiA.Tii:s iSuSPONSION Repeal Bill.] j 
Mr. Dickenson moved the order of the 
<Iay for the second reading of the bill for 
tlic rcjical of tbe act of the last session, 
suspending the penalties and forfeitures 
afli*ctmg {Tcr.suns accepting augmented 
(’iiracies. lie stated, that the penalty of 
forfeiture attached by law to persons not 
resident accepting augmented curacies, if 
these persons were not resident or had no 
dispensation. The case of Mr. >Scott, 
which w as the sole one on which the Sus¬ 
pension act of last session was grounded, 
was exactly under the circumstances that 
worked this lorfeiture. It was not enough 
that Mr. Scott pleaded ignorance of the 
law. That ignorance was no excuse for 
ifc^he breach of the law, wavS one of the fun¬ 
damental maxims of British justice. Mr. 
Scott, holding the rectory of Brampton 
Bryan, Jiad accepted the augmented cu¬ 
racy of Titley ; arid his rectory being 
thereby forfcitxjd, the patron had granted 
it to Mr. Ckaham, wdu* had been inducted 
with all the jmoper forms. Mr. Graham 
had given notice not to pay tithes under 
the act of last session. That act had p.as- 
sed by surprise. 

Mr. lAOckhart defended the Suspension 
act of tbe last session, which was brought 
forw ard, not from reference to any private 
ci?se, but f/om a regard to the general state 
of the clergy, whose titles were very ge¬ 
nerally ^threatened by the penalties and 
forfeitures unguardedly incuircd under the 
act of 1796. That act had received in its 
last stage a clause and a title, which en- 
1 tirely changed its effect, without gj^ving 
' fiuihcient notice to those interested.. These 
curacies had always before been consider¬ 
ed as tenable wii^ benefices, and the act 


of that date oonfirtned all tenures of thatv 
nature then existing. The subsequent for¬ 
feiture was not sufficiently publi^ied, and. 
remained unkhown and unnotioed till 
no\v brought forth to inflict unreasondble 
hardship. Mr. Scott rtiglit haye obtained 
a dispensation if he had had notice. But^ 
the case was not Mr. Scott^s alone* othersuv 
had equally ^uifeacd ; and the hardship 
w^ould be general if parliament did not in- ‘ 
terfare. It was cerpainly but little to ask, 
that the short period of the Suspension act 
which was to run, should be allowed forv 
the consideration of the means of remedy-, 
ing a grievam ti of so serious a nature. 

Mr. Lushington argued against the Sus¬ 
pension act on all the former grounds, 
and contended, that it would be an unwar^ 
rantablc exercise of the power of parlia*^ 
ment to interfere with the right of the 
patron (lord Oxford) to whom the rectory.*’ 
lapsed*by the default orMr. Scott; and^ 
Mr. Graham, who legally enjoyed it under 
the presentation of that patron, conffirm^\ 
by all due forms. 

Mr. denied that the Suspensioa, 

act of last session liad been passed by 
surprise. That was impossible while the 
chair was filled as it was now. Was it 
possible that it could have passed the 
bench of bishops also, in tbe upper bouse, 
by surprise. The hon. gent, then went. 
over the circumstances of Mr, Scott^s . 
case, which he contended called for yelief 
from parli'ament, and for the continuance!^ 
of the Suspension bill, the means of that^ 
relief could be prepared and considered. 

Dr. Laurence argued for the repeal. He 
repeated that the Suspension bill had possed 
the house in a great hurry, at the close of 
the last session. He had made ^ome ob¬ 
jections to it, on first discpvering it by 
accident in its passage ; but before he 
could be prepared to deliver his sentr 
meuts properly it was gone to the lords. 

Mr. Sheridan finding the bill before thfe* 
house, regarded it as a sort of reprimand 
from the Urds, and a sort of episcopal 
repartee from the bishops, for having 
passed the Suspension act, and * thought 
the hoUse ought to receive it somewhat 
indignantly. If the bishops and the lorda 
wished to stultify the house by ma,king it 
indecorously undo its own aqt, the house 
ought not to shew any desire to make 
itself a party to that stultification. But it 
happened also, that the lords and ibe 
bishops could not stultiiy the house of 
commons without stultifying themselves, 
vii\o had»joiA!9d in the Suspension. He 
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entered into the circumstances of Mr. 
.&otfs ease, anti insisted on the propriety 
of continuing the Suspension, to afibrd an 
opportunity of devising somh relief* The 
caseVas general, and one noble lord had 
declared, t|jat if he chose to act on the 
tame princi^e, he could vacate upwards of 
200 livings. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer thought 
that parliament had no right to interfere 
with the discretion of ,the patron of Jthe 
rectory* of Brampton Bryan, even though 
he should exercise his right in a manner 
that might not be agreeable to many. But 
it was not the right of lord Oxfortl and 
Mr. Scott alone, but the right of Mr. 
Graham, the present incumbent also, that 
was to be considered in this case. What 
appeared to* be hardship in the exercise of 
discretionary right, would often appear to 
be no hardship, if it were necessary or con¬ 
venient to give tne grounds of tne 'exer¬ 
cise of discretionary and absolute right. 
Th| lords by passing this bill acknowledged 
thmr share of the error in passing the Sus¬ 
pension act, and called upon this house 
for a like recantation. He should vote 
for the repeal;—^The bill was then read a 
second time. 

[Arrangement with the Bank.] Mr. 
Huskisson moved the order of the day, for 
going into a committee of ways and means, 
to which the Correspondence between the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Go¬ 
vernor and Deputy Governor of tiie Bank, 
relative to the late Arrangement between 
the Bank and the public, was to be refer¬ 
red. (seep. 232.) 

Lowl H. Petty wished for some expla¬ 
nation on a point which was not sufficient¬ 
ly clear upon the face of the Papers before 
the house. Thp Resolution of the Court of 
Directors on which the resolution of the 
company of the Bank of England was 
founded, agreed to lend to the public, 
3,000,000/. without interest, during the 
war, on condition that the balances of the 
public money should be continiied in the 
Bank in the usual manner, though they 
should even exceed 10,000,000/. He 
wished to know, whether this condition 
bad been acceded to. The answer to the 
letter in which the condition was specified, 
stated that it was not intended to alter the 
course of proceedings between the Bank 
and the Exchequer, or to take from the 
any advantage that it now enjoyed 

law. He wishSi to know, whether by 
^ this it was meant that the government ac* 

,^ ^eded fully to the conditions proposed by 


^he Bank. In another letter it w;is stated, 
That the arrangement now entered into 
would not preclude a different aj)propria- 
tion of the balances above 0,00c>,000/. 
and a discretion was reserved to parlia¬ 
ment to that eftect. These statements 
were not easily reconcileable, and there¬ 
fore he wished for some explanations witli 
a view to a right understanding. 

The Chancellor qf the Excheqiu r fiai<l, the 
noble lord would find ihatwluit had pass¬ 
ed between him and the Bank was all re¬ 
capitulated in the note of the HHh Jan. (p, 
250.) The words on the particular j)omt 
alluded to by the noble lord were, that the 
Bank should, on the 5th of April jiext, 
advance 3,000,000/. for the public service, 
free of interest, the principal to be secured 
by exchequer bills, to be deposited in tlie 
Bank, payable in six inontlis after a defi¬ 
nitive treaty of peace. It was certainly 
not intended that any part ol’ the advan¬ 
tages the Bank now enjoyed by law, should 
be withdrawn during the present war, nor 
that finy alteration should be made in the 
general course of proceedings between the 
Bank and the Exehe(|uer. But it was pos¬ 
sible, that some reduction might he made 
in the amount of balances, by other ar¬ 
rangements pointed out by the coniinittee 
of Finance, without violating the teiiour of. 
the agreement now made between the 
Bank and tlie public. The principal point 
on which this part of the subject turned, 
was a direct application of some monies 
from the exchequer itself to the public 
seiVice. This, though withholding the 
money, pro tuiito, from the Bank, would 
not alter the course of proceedings be¬ 
tween the Exchequer and the Bank.—The 
house having rcsoltecf itself into the com¬ 
mittee, • 

^ The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose 
agaii^ He had the satisfactit>n, he said, 
to call the attention of the committee to 
an Arrangement, which it had been bis 
good fortune to make, under circumstances 
so advant^igeous to the public, and at tlie 
same time so fair towards the Bank, that 
he was confident on explaining them to 
the committee he should have its full ap¬ 
probation. The Papers before the com¬ 
mittee contained the details of tlje cor¬ 
respondence between him and thc3 gover¬ 
nor and deputy governor of the Bank. 
It was therefore only necessary for hirti to 
iJtate the ‘ origin and conclusion of the 
arrangement which he had now to submit. 
The committee would be aware, that this 
arrangement was first suggested by the 
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Committee a|»poiutcd last year, to enquiit 
into the means of reducing the ])iiblic ex¬ 
penditure. ** The Second Report ol‘ that 
Committee turned upon the rnanag(iinent 
of the public debt by the bank, and the 
manner in which the liank was connected 
with the ])ub!ic revenue and the public 
expenditure.* This.subject resolved it¬ 
self into three heads; 1st, the Manage- 
mentof the Jhiblic Debt; 2dly, the Ihi- 
lanccsoftlie Public Aioney in ihc hands 
of the bank; and Sdly, the Ihnlaimcd 
Dividends. On ail these heads tlie coin- 
niittce had presented such 1‘acts as allbrd- 
cd opportunities of considering how those 
matters might be conducted with a saving 
to the public. The allowance that liad 
been first made for the managciuent of 
the public debt, the times and degrees in 
which that allowance had been altered, 
and the causes of the alteration, wove all 
specitied. The great increase of the 
amount of the public debt since the last 
alteration, was mentioned as a proper 
ground for revising the last arrangemebt, 
w ith a view to a sav ing to the public. On 
this point the a greemem between the bank 
and himself rested. It was agreed that 
the allou^incc lor management sliould be 
340/. per million when the debt should 
amount to 400 millions, and from that to 
600 millions inclusive ; 300/. per million 
for all debt above bOO millions, the 600 
millions continuing at 3 4-0/. ; and 4,50/. 
per million between 300 and 400 millions, 
in the event of the public debt being it:du^ 
ced so low as that amouii|.. Under this 
head alone the saving to the public by the 
present arrangement would be from 62 to 
6j,000/. a year. ilei||rustcd the commit¬ 
tee would see the propriety ol the arrange¬ 
ment on this head ; and as from a bare 
reference to the stale of the public d^*bt 
at the present time, better terms ma¬ 
nagement might b(^ expected by some, he* 
wished gentlemen to bear in mind the dif¬ 
ferent engagements and contracts with the 
bank prior to this, w Inch could not possi¬ 
bly be got rid of without the consent of 
the bank to a new arrangement. In 1791, 
an agreement had been entered into for 
the management of all the public debt at 
450/.‘per million, and neither the public, 
nor the house of commons, would be dis- 
posc*d to force a supposed advantage by 
bringing down the bank fronv the rate ,of 
this contract, otherwise than by its own 
free will. The appearance of a breach of 


* See voL ix. Appendix, p. Ixxxvii. 
Voi^X. • 
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faitli in such compulsory reduction, would 
l)C an injury to the public dar more than 
sutliciout to ^)utwcigh the benefit by the 
reduction of the Vatc of management, 
W'liatcver allowance thd bank was enti¬ 
tled to under any act of parluuncnt, could 
not be Liken from it, otherwise than by 
the consent of its own body. The consent 
wa.s'given in this cus(', with as large an 
abatement as could be expected under 
the consideration of all circumstances. 
The next head of the arrangement, was 
the advance of 3,000,000/. by way of loan 
to government without interest, till six 
months after I lie concinsioii of a definitive 
treaty, in consideration of the advantages 
of management, and in participation of the 
beueht of the balances. The Committee, 
to wliom he was indebted for being ena¬ 
bled to bring this subject JisUn^y befotfe 
the tiaftk and the hoonc; iTTEa stated that 
the av(Tage ainoimt of balances of the 
public money in llie bank was about 
IClOtjUb/. But the committee wifs in 
cnor in including in this 475,000/. part of 
600 , 000 /. placed in the bank, in virtue of 
an arrangement with the United States of 
America. Though the claimants on this 
fund might not have been as prompt in 
coming forward w ith demands as before. 

It w as in the pow cr of the trustees to vest 
the money in exchequer bills for the bene¬ 
fit of the claiinanis, whenever they should 
come forw^ard. The fair sum af which 
the amount of balances might be taken 
was aliout 10,600,000/. or 10,500,000/. 
From the economic attention that had of 
late been put in force, these balances 
would not rise above 1 0,000,00(J?. from 
year to year during the continuance of 
the war. The committee liidt had sug¬ 
gested these iinprovemeifls that were now 
to be carried into effect, had shew n xme 
principle on which advantage may l>e rea¬ 
sonably claimed for the public. Mr. Pitt, 
in his arrangement wdth the bank, had as¬ 
serted t^e right of the public to partici¬ 
pate in the advantages derived by th« 
bank from the management and balances; 
and that whether this participation should 
be in the proportion of one-third,> one- 
fourth, or one-half, it would be greatly to 
the advantage of the public. This shewed 
that not more than a participation was 
intended, and .therefore, gs the proportion 
of one-third, being the middle rate, was 
what was most looked to, and probably 
considered as most equitable, that propor¬ 
tion was agreed to. Calculating that pro- 
' portion of advantage, be would now state 
2E ’ 

» i 



PARL. DEBATES, Fe». 10," IS08/—[420 

lotion upon which the loan was gi'ounded. 
The unclaimed dividends, according to the 
report of the committee, amounted on the 
8ih of July to 98(),573/. and at the lowest 
period of some antecedent years they had 
not fallen below 900,000/. This calcula¬ 
tion had been taken on the day before pay¬ 
ment, whereas it ought to have been taken 
on the day after. In demanding 500,000/. 
for the public in addition to 370,739/. ad¬ 
vanced under the act of 1791, provision 
was to be made that the balance ready 
for the payment of the public creditor 
should not be reduced below 100,000/, and 
according as any reduction below ^hat 
sum should take place, a proportion of 
the 500,000/. should be refunded from the 
exchequer to make up the deficiency. 
The definition of an unclaimed dividend 
was one that had lain in the bank unde¬ 
manded from the day of payment of divi¬ 
dends before the last. The bank in agree¬ 
ing to pay 500,000/. out of the surplus of 
tliis species of dividend would have ex¬ 
ceeded the amount of the precise fund ; 
and therefore the governor and directors 
would not undertake to go so far without 
the consent of the proprietors of bank 
stock in general courts. It was impos¬ 
sible to ask the bank to make the advance 
out of such a fund on its ow'ii authority. 
But when the power of the public came to 
be considered, wuh respect to the money 
due to its creditors, it appeared that the 
public provided sufficiently for the secu¬ 
rity of all demands, when a constant ba¬ 
lance of 100,OC^/. was reserved, never to be 
reduced below that amount, without a con¬ 
stant reparation of the deficiency.—These 
were two of the thrfe heads of arrange¬ 
ment completely sanctioned by the bank; 
the third was sanctioned in principle ; 
and though the house had to make the 
arrangement bctw'een the public and the 
public creditor, without the intervention of 
the bank, there was no doubt of the equity 
of the arrangement, and, therefore, the 
house could'have no difficulty in acceding 
to and confirming it. On the first head, 
the public would have an advantage of . 
3,000,000/. on account of management, 
which would an annual saving of 
05,000/, This was so ob viously beneficial, 
that there was no necessity to expatiate 
on it. The public, he was sure, would- 
receive Ihis^ as well as the other parts of 
the arrangement, with satisfaction. He 
was sure the more the whole was consi¬ 
dered, the more it would be found just 
and adyantageons. There 'wae no room 


how it hoperated upon a balan<;p of 
10,000,000/. By the former advance oT 
3,000,000/., at 3 per cent. wh<cn the legal 
interest was b per cent, the public gained 
an advantage of** 60,000/. a year, which 
was equivalent to a capital of 1,200,000/. 
which was to be computed tow^ards the 
amount of the total benefits realized at 
present. In addition to that ought to be 
taken also the amount of balances then in 
contemplation, according to Mr. Thorn¬ 
ton's evidence, which was 2,500,000/. 
This amount of balances ^vas to be deduct¬ 
ed from-10,000,000/. and left 7,500,000/., 
which was the amount upon which the 
present arrangement w^as to be calculated. 
The arrangement now entered into, gave 
to tile public, besides the 500,000/. of un¬ 
claimed dividends, one-half of the redu¬ 
ced arrangements made 

by Mr. PittT ■ Tliv,. there w^as to be added 
the 1,200,000/. in consequence of the ar¬ 
rangement entered into by the noble lord 
opposite, which made the advantage to 
the public considerably more than a moiety 
of the benefit derived by the bank. If 
some would say that the 2,500,000/. ar¬ 
ranged for by Mr. Pitt, according to Mr. 
Thornton's evidence, should not be deduct¬ 
ed firom the total balances of 10,000,000/. 
he submitted, that on the full considera¬ 
tion of all the circumstances, the agree¬ 
ment now proposed was as fair a partici¬ 
pation of the profits of the bankj. as the 
public could expect, under the Report of 
the Committee of Finance.—Having sta¬ 
ted these circumstances, as to the maimer 
of reforming the allowances of mamage- 
ment, ft remained for him only to sjiy, 
that the precise benefit to be given to 
the public' was an advance of three 
millions without interest, during the 
warf and till six months after a definitive 
treaty. Thus far the bank had given its 
full sanction to the arrangement. On the 
next head, the bank had acceded so com¬ 
pletely, that what he had to submit w ould 
be found so fair and equitable between the 
public and its cred/tors, and so perfectly 
competent to the right and pow'ers of the 
house, that there could be no difficulty of 
, arranging and agreeing to it withoi^be 
consent of the bank. He alluded here to 
^the unclaimed dividends. This, like the 
other the present arrangement, 

originMlIln the Report of the Committee 
bf ■ But the manner in which 

of unclaimed dividends had 
for by that committee^ bad 
|||#^|Mfoduced an increase in the caku- 
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for complaint on the part of the proprie¬ 
tors of bank stock, as if the governors and 
directors IKvoured government, nor any 
ground of complaint on the part of the 
public, as if the government shewed fa¬ 
vour to the bank. It was not to be pre¬ 
sumed, that in taking this nioiiey the 
country took the profits and savings of the 
bank, which the bank alone was entitled 
to touch. Tho money taken was a por¬ 
tion of the profits of tlic public money, 
which the public might dispose of other¬ 
wise, if it suited its convenience or Its in¬ 
terest. Many modes had been shewn to 
tlic "managers of the bank, by which the 
public money might be economically em¬ 
ployed for the public out of the bank. 

It was on a mutual consideration of the 
convenience and advantage derived on 
both sides that the arrangement ^vas 
framed. The public was at liberty to 
take advantage of the deposits to save in¬ 
terest incurred in other (piarters; but from 
inoti\es of regard to general convewicnce, 
this arrangement was mutually agreed “to. 
He now suhinitted it in the hope of ol)- 
iaining the full sanction of the house. 
Tin* agreement while adkantagcoiis to the 
public was fair and equimble to the hank. 
t)thers nilglit look to gAaUr advantage 
to ihe publu' ; hut he was sure the ptiblic 
interest wouUl he found iJ b<‘ fully attend- 
id toon a fair consi(l^.s4wion ofih<* whole 
of the I'he light hon. 

gent, concli^'d with moving, “ Tliai the 
^ Sinn of being «art of tho bi^- 

TSRces arising at the bank lingbnA from 
the dividends of the pt4)ljc debt due and 
not demanded, and of the balances of un¬ 
claimed lottery pri^^, lie ])aid into the 
oxcheijuer, .provideil that if at any time 
the balances remaining in the hands of the 
cashier of the bank on both these lic- 
counts, shall be rediu ed to a less sum than 
100,000/. exclusive of the said sum oT 
500,000/. and of 37C),73<J/. to which the 
sum of 500,000/. paid into the exchequer 
by the said governor and cbmpany, in 
punsuahee of an act passed in the 31.st of 
- his present majesty, Jiatli been reduced, 
then and in such case so much of the said 
first-mentioned sum of ^00,000/. shall be 
repaid to the said governor and company 
as shall be equal to the sum by which the 
said balance shall be less than the sum of 
100,000/." I 

Mr. Bankes agreed with the right hon. 
gentleman, that it was moat just that the 
country should avail itself of the profits 
arising .own money^ without in-' 
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fringing the faith due to the public credi- 
tTor. *He applauded him .for liis perse¬ 
verance in <that point, upon which the 
bank seemed to be somcwdiat perwerse; 
namely, to take such.a pmt of the unclaim¬ 
ed dividends as vVould ncver^leave the ba¬ 
lance left at the bank lower than what had 
been prescribed by the act of ]7yi* He 
wislfed to know, whether the unclaimed 
Iq^ttery prizes were included in the pa¬ 
pers. These adt^ances on the dividends ^ 
ought unquestionably to be made, and he 
(lid not see that they depended on the 
consent of the bank, rather than the rea* 
souablencss of the thing, any more than 
the rest of the agn^ement. Tlie large rate 
of allow^ance which the bank en)(jyed for 
the management of the national debt, he 
strongly condemned. Even in 1780, the 
re])ort of the auditors of publi^g^.amiUjats 
stated,* that the busi»v,e^'v^Lild be done 
for 200/. i/i the million, and this at a pe¬ 
riod when the debt wvs comparatively 
small, (ireat as was his respect fbrthe 
illustrious man, who at that time presided 
over the finances of the country, lie could 
not help thinking that he liad made an 
iinpnw ident bargain on the subject. He 
conceived it would have been infinite¬ 
ly better in the present instance, had 
a larger reduction been made in the rate 
of allowance, even if that reduction had 
been eflected by reducing th(i amount of 
the loaja; for the reduction of tlw rale of 
allowance would be a perman<*nt advan¬ 
tage to the coun;fery, vVhile the advantage 
derived from the loan w^as contingent; 
although he feared that that contingency 
w ould be of long duration. At*the ter¬ 
mination of the war, the benefits resulting 
from tlie loan would cease ;• and - by fix¬ 
ing the rate of allowance by a legislative 
admission, it w^ould be rendered diflicult 
again to ojien the subject. There was 
another point wdiich must be contem* 
plated with some jealousy. Tl?e batik 
had in their hands the complete coinage 
of the circulation of the country, without 
an equivalent paid. * It would be as easy 
for them to coin the sums advanced to 
woverniiient, as to com the amount of their 
notes cancelled yesterday. He was a^arc 
that this could not be done indefinitely, 
but it might be done to a great extent. 
The country had certainly reason to be 
satisfied with the prudimce witli which 
that branch of the public economy, the 
management of the national debt, had 
been conducted by,the bank; but it was 
evident, that in return, they .derived cpiir 

2 E 2 » . 



PARL debates, pEfL 10, l^OB*^ArraiTgme!^i mfh ihe Bimk. [42P 

sklcr'ablf benefit fiom tlie j)iil)Iic balances j rfjght hon. gent, might smile, but he coii* 
v^maining in /htib* hands. To suppose tended that they would then be on the 


otherwise, would be to suppose that ihe 

banl^werc ignorant ol’that with \^ liicb every 
common banker.was^conversant. lie did 
not like any *thing that drew the bank into 
too close a connection with the ministry. 
He wished them to feel mutual good will, 
but to be perfectly independent oFceach 
other. Were he asked, how^ever, would 
he adopt {he bargain svich as it was,‘‘or 
change the mode of managing the debt, 
he would answer, that so many dilTicul- 
ties and inconveniences must result from 
such a change, that inadequate and disad¬ 
vantageous as the terms w ere, if they were 
the best that couUl be obtained, he would 
acquiesce in them rather than set the 
whole business afloat. 

observed, that the right hon. 
ciiarmelTTflSJi^tji^ see^n^d to 

think it a matter of course, that provided 
the nature of the bargain, as to the public 
gaki derived Irom it, were approved, no 
other objection could arise to it. In the 
outset he w'ould slate this vital objection, 
which he confessed was not new'; that 
wliile the public restricted the bank from 
paying in specie, it w as at least highly in¬ 
delicate that the public should derive be¬ 
nefit from that restriction. But could the 
right hon. gent, have asked for a loan of 3 
millions had it not been ft)r liial restric¬ 
tion ? Would any bank directors tell him, 
that the loan would have been *grante(l 
with so much composure, bad it not been 
for that restriction ? Tlie right hon. gent, 
concluded that this was no advance from 
the bank, but fronj the public money. 
How ? There were certainly large public 
balances in«the bank, but tiiey were all 
appropriated to* specific purposes. The 
bai^ lent this money for what purpose 
government pleased. If that wt re not a 
loan from the bank, what was it ? He al- 
owed that tlie public ought to derive 
«ome advantage from the bank, but he 
differed from the right bon. gent.^with re¬ 
gard to the manuei^in which those advan¬ 
tages should be derived. lie v\ould agree 
with him, that in consideration of the large 
pt»blic balances held by the bank, the 
b^nk should furnish the public with the in¬ 
terest of 3 ijvillion.s; or instead of a loan of 
3 million|j^ they should pay ati annual 
sum of 1^^000/. With regard to the rate 
of allii^c^ charged by the bank for the 
ement of the national debt, in his 
i the bank ought to do that business 
wy alloyirance whatever,- TheJ 



footing of eveiy private bankecr. We left 
ten millions in their hands, and we wished 
them to do that which would cost them 
100,000/. What private banl^er was there 
that would not be very happy to have a 
customer on similar tcins ? The right hon. 
gent, seemed particularly desirous to have 
a capital advanced by the bank a thing 
in his opinion unjustifiable, except by the 
strongest necessity. There ought not to 
be the most distant implication that the 
public gained by the restriction on the 
payment of specie. By a participation of 
profit between a government and a bank, 
other countries had at various times been 
most deeply injured. In the present state 
of Euroj>e, it was most dcsireable to shew 
the enemy that om* resoursos were such as 
enabled us to meet him w ith confidence. 
It was on this principle that lie admired 
the jdun of his noble friend near him (lord 
H. Py,tty), which ju’ofessed to put the 
finances of the country upon a footing that 
would allow oi a contiiinaiice ot war for 
many years. Cquld an advocate of Buo¬ 
naparte’s have h|etter materials for depre¬ 
ciating the meaj s of England, than by a 
reference to tln^bargain made by the right 
lion. gent. ? Dcj.irous of avoiding a public 
loandhe influen-^e of governmeiu had been 
exerted on the^.f 3 ink to procure a loan of 
3 millions witnout i-ilgrest. The right 
hon. gent, after tliis step, w'OL^-^d find it diffi- 
tult^lo convinc| ai’renchm iiA-ifat we were 
not driven to stilts and subterluges. • In 
recent times s\jnijl\i expcilieiUs bad iieen 
resorted to in fraiK t*, which at the period 
of their occurrt nee hiwJ met witli tlie re¬ 
prehension of this country. /Hie Caisse 
lies (’omptes, in particular, had famished a 
similar loan to the French govmnmeiit, 
the prKiciple ofwhich transaction had been 
diere very gcncrhlly condemned. Besides, 
never was there a period su adv|mtageous 
for tlie ucgociation of a public loan as the 
present, owing to the great stagnation of 
trade, and the great quantity of money 
necessarily afloat, and for which no cm- . 
ploynient could be discovered. The right 
non. gent, seemed to think, that the bank 
agreed very cordially to this loan* of 3 
millions. By a reference to the Papers, 
it would appear that this was not the case. 
It^was said f>y them, that it would be high¬ 
ly imprudent in the bank to make to the 
public an advance, amounting to half tha 
public balances in their hands. He agreed 
with the bank in this respect; it was very 
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imprudent, and it was very extraordinary 
that the bank should have put out of their 
own reach ^uch a sum as ^ millions of 
money. Whence did this sum proceed ? 
Parliament ought to know; for if they 
took it, they would subject themselves to 
be responsible for any inconveniences 
that the bank might sustain in consequence. 
In 9 years the bank had advanced six 
millions to the public. Since the restric¬ 
tion upon the payment of specie, they had 
shared no less than 4 millions in bonuses 
among themselves : they had increased 
the dividends on their capital from 7 to 10 
per cent. If their profits had been exten¬ 
sive enough to justify all this, then the 
right hon. gent, had not made half so good 
a bargain as he ought to have made. At 
any rate, it was material to the honour and 
the interests of the country,that parliament 
should ascertain the truth. It was wn-ong 
to take this loan from the bank while the 
restriction on the payment of specie exist¬ 
ed ; it would ♦be Uorsc to take it, if by 
doing so the taking otF of the restricticti 
would be retarded. Would the right hon. 
gent, say that the bank ha^ communicated 
to him their situation, an^ that the step 
proposed to be adopted vfculd not retard 
the taking off of the rcstrMtion.^ Let the 
house know this then—letlhe subject be 
rel’erred to a committee—tljb Committee of 
Finance lor instance, b^vhicli such an 
able report presented 

upon it. Wh® would th^world say to a 
merchant, yyiib^fter a stopj^ge,should ^et' 
np’’hirTfSf1riage, sjind extern™ is expences 
before his creditors'" ytisfied ? The 
bank ought to have securiSl their profits 
for the period \vh«n they should again 
open, and not Jiave been so eager to divide 
them among themselves. He generally 
observed, that in transactions between tltfe 
directors of the bank and chancellA*s of 
the excheijuer, the one party or the other 
got a mauling. He could remember the 
period when even Mr. Pitt came off but 
second best in the conflict. In* the year 
1795, the bunk took panic^ and wished 
their money to be instantly repaid them. 
They talked very much of the terrible 
advances they had made, and of the im¬ 
possibility of continuing to make such ad¬ 
vances ; and yet those advances were no¬ 
thing, to the advances which they now 
agreed to make with the utmos| tranquil-, 
lity. The bank directors consenfed to lend 
the country millions, which in his ap- 
pi^liension would not cost them threepence. 
l)id they nieaif to encrease their notes 


for this purpose ? If so, it was a strong ar¬ 
gument against the step ; aqd he certainly 
did recollect,although he would not draw 
any inference from the oircumstance„»that 
about the time of the j-enewal of the bank 
charter, a report was prevaleift that above 
a million of small notes had been issued 
from the bank beyond the ordinary cir¬ 
culation. If they did not mean to en- 
creasc their notes, did they mean to dis- 
tre*ss the trade of the country, by refusing 
to discount the bills of the merchants ? 
This would also be a strong argument 
against the step. On the face of the affair, 
there appeared a clear profit resulting to 
the bank on the management of the na¬ 
tional debt of about, 100,000/. Why 
this, in addition to the advantages they 
derive from the use of the public ba¬ 
lances ? He knew that the bank ^ 

great, expence for. buildings, 

&c, but this expence ought to be defrayed 
from the last mentioned profits. He re¬ 
peated his w ish that the subject should 
referred to a committee. He believed no 
committee could be found which would 
not tell the right hon. gent, that he had 
not taken half enough in interest, and that 
he had taken too much in principal. With 
respect to the unclaimed dividends, there 
was a great deal of truth and justice in 
what the right hon. gent, had stated. 
Perhaps it was politic that the bank direc¬ 
tors shoujd make a show of resistance on 
thivS point, lest the public should suspect 
that they had got too good a bargain on 
the other points. He thought they owed 
great obligations to the right hon. gent, 
who had c^ertainly granted them wl/^t no 
other man would have done; but he would 
take another ^opportunity of expressing 
his sentiments on this business, not having 
yet had time duly to examine the papars 
on the table. It was a most important snb- 
•ject, and deserved the serious attention of 
parliament. 

lyir. S, Thornton declared, that whetlter 
they gave*a loan of 3 millions, or an. An¬ 
nual sum of 150,000/. to*the public, would 
be immaterial to the bank, but, in his 
opinion, from the former, the public would 
derive the greater advantage. He denied 
the possibility of supplying the loan by 
an issue of notes. Let the right, lion, 
gent, look at,the quantity of notes at 
present issued, and * then lot him l6bk 
to the quantity issued subsequent to 
the payment of the loan. The conjec¬ 
tural opinion contained in the report of 
the FinsCheial, Committee on the expeaces 
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attending the management of the national 
debt was uiifvundcd. The rate of allow¬ 
ance iio\v fixed, if he wei?c called upon 
to decide as between man and man, he j 
would say was foir and reasonable. Much j 
had been siSd of the profits of the bank; he ! 
would say something of the profits which 
the public derived from the bank. In 
the first place, the capital* of tho» bimk 
was lent,to the public at 3 per cent, by 
which the public gained 2 per cent. On 
the 3 millions paid on the renewal of 
the bank charter, the public gained 2 per 
rent. The bank advanced the annual 
malt duties, amounting to 2 millions, at 
4 per cent, by which the public gained 
I per cent. For the last two years the 
bank had collected the property tax, bjr 
which the public gained 47,000/. By 
jft ddbig various sums together, it 

would the public derived a 

profit of 595,000/. per annum from the 
bank, exclusive of what they paid for , 
tht property tax on their own capital. 
The ground on which the bank declined 
to consent to the arrangemciit proposed 
with respect to unclaimed dividends had 
been mistaken. As the trustees for the 
public creditors, they did not believe that 
the balance of unclaimed dividends w^ould 
admit of having such a sum withdrawn 
from them as that proposed: and with- | 
out having previously asc ertained the opi¬ 
nion df those public creditors, t^ey could 
npt consent to it. It ought to be recol - 
lected, that in 1791, it was determined' 
^ that 500,000/. should be drawn from those 
dividends, upon the express condition that 
(K}0,000/. were in .the hands of the bank 
at the end of the penultimate ejuarter. 
It was now proposed to extemi this to the 
last quarter, although since 1791, the debt 
had very much encreased, and a larger 
balance of unclaimed dividends was there¬ 
by rendered necessary to be left in tiie* 
hands of the bank. Until dividends re¬ 
mained for half a }'ear, they ^ad never 
been considered by the bank as unclaim¬ 
ed : it was running them much too close. 

Mr. Hutdeissm defended the proposition 
of his right hon. friend. The hon. gent. ' 
opposite had maintained, that an aimuiil ; 
payment W'ould be a pennanent hdvan- ] 
tage, a loan only a contingent one. A 
loan, however, would not bo rendered 
contingent even by peace, were large 
balances still to remain in the hands of 
the bank; for, by the transaction now 
discussion, a principle had been I 
! |i|aW*shedi which wwUd be acted on Ito j 


•future, that in proportion to the balances 
in the hands of the bank, must be the ad¬ 
vances made by the bank t#) the public. 

As to the rate of allowance for managing 
the debt, the bank had repeatedly de- 
clare<l, that they were not disposed to 
admit the truth of the report of the Com¬ 
mittee of Finance on this subject, lie 
had been an humble assistant at the con¬ 
ferences between his right hon. friend 
and the directors of the bank, and he was 
convinced that if a less sum had been of¬ 
fered for the management, the bank would 
have said, ' take the conduct of the debt 
upon yourselves.' Tlie inconvenience of 
the expence arising from such a change 
in the management would have been in¬ 
finite. It was a mistake that the ten mil¬ 
lions of public balances were left in the 
hands of the bank to remunerate them 
for the management of the debt. They 
were left there for security; they would 
still be h ft the re, were the management 
of tbc debt removed to another cjuarter. 
The only balances remaining in the hands 
of the bank coi^cqucnt on their manage¬ 
ment of the mitional debt,were the un¬ 
claimed dividwids. 

MwJi. Ihoriiton expressed himself tole¬ 
rably satisfiecr with the bargain, that had 
in this instanq^* been made lor the public.* 
He agreed wWh his hon. friend (Mr. 
Bankes), that-ijfVc rate of allowance for 
management ’'^inghcwfejiye ,bcen reduced 
farther, had r^'not been Vor the acts of 
parliament ill it .stood in ‘tfk^^w'av'. But^ 
I taking thesc/into coiisi^eration,'’he' De- 
1 lieved the holi. the chancellor of 

I the exchequer had reduced it nearly as 
j much as the law allowed him. With re¬ 
gard to the 3 millions, lie •thought, that 
the public would derive a greater advan- 
fage from them than from the allowance 
of tfie intei’est recommended by some. 
'Hie inconvenience to the bank woiild not * 
be much. They would mcraly lose the 
interest of 3 millions of exchequer bills. 
All thfl^**lui .said, did not diminish tiic 
duty of parliament to look with jealousy 
to the amount of bank notes in circular 
tion. It might happen too, that the com- 
iniHsioncrs of ^thc sinking fund might find 
it convenient' to become subscribers to 
the loans; and the balance in the bank 
would, liy this means, be diminished. He 
ivished itf.therefoi'e, to he clearly under¬ 
stood, tha^ the commissioners might be at 
liberty to become, subscribers to the loan 
if convenient, without it.s being consider- 
! ed as awy infringement oT this agreement 
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Mr. Huskisson, in answer, stated, that^ or wro/ig in that, lie did not know; but 
express cure had been taken to provide that of this he was sure, that th« house ought 
government iiiiould not be precluded from to take care, •that the bank restriction^ 
resorting to any means for reducing the should not be considered in the slightest 
balances. degree in this transaction*. The restric- 

Mr. D. Giddy observed, that though tion was only jusufiod by its necessity 
the issues of the bank might be enlarged at the time it was imposed, and it was due 
by the restriction, their capita! was stdl to the public, that nothing should be done 
limited, and unless they had so much ca- which* should in the least retard the pe- 
pital that they did not know what to do rioi^ at which it might be taken olF- If 
with it, they must be losers by lending any accommodation was given or accept- 
these 3 millions. ed, with a reference to this restriction, it 

Lord H, Petty said, that on two branches would be attended with endless mischief, 
of this transaction he hardly thought it b(»tli to the public and the bank. He 
necessary to trouble the liousc witli any thought it the mere necessai*y to advert 
observations at all. On the subject of to ihis, because in the correspondence 
the unclaimed dividends he felt much there was no direct recognition of the 
inclined to concur in iJie view of the right Mclusion of all consideration of the 
hon. gent. op]m.site. The bank directors restriction; and if what the directors 
in the course of the conferences on this said was correct, that they did 
subject naturally resorted to the tlefini- a profit* from the to the 

tion of an unclaimed dividend, w^hich had amount assumed by the chancellor of the 
been allowed by certain ads of pariia- exchequer, he w'as at a loss to know on 
ment: yet the natural definition he should what other ground they could agree to 
take to be, a dividend that was not claim- advance this sum, except that of the re¬ 
ed in the quarter when due, without re- striction. He could not agree that we 
fererice to the next qua.-^er. Of these were here only taking the public money : 
dividends all that could h\ taken, ought our right was to derive some profit from 
undoubtedly to be afiplieA to the public the additional notes issued from the bank, 
service, and 100,000/. left \n the bank, in consequence of the balances in their 
w^as an ample sum to meet ally unexpected hands. If the bank should issue an addi- 
dcniand.—On another liramii ot the trans- tional 3 millions on account of this loan, 
action, namely, the in.u*/V)|ment of the they would not be losers but gainers, 
public debt, Perhaps ♦.hey did not intend it; bUt hfe 

for though he might be wished to have «:ome security on the sub- 

conducted ^ But if they did not issue, they 

bahk^actedr in thi9^® must draw 3 millions from some source ; ^ 

actly in their ordinary nm ,(/ duty, they and they must ailord less accommodation 
certainly had aright to be pTiid as agents, to the public in discounting, by 3 mil- 
and not merely as bliiikers. Though the lions, than before. The noble lord then 
remuiicratioii *vas large, yet the public proceeded to the superior advantages 
derived a great awl vantage from their un- which would be derived from having a. 
dertakiiig the management of the debtr regular and permanent allowance of prvV 
since it could not be managed in a dilfer- fits on which a loan might be raised in 
ent manner without a much larger ex- another manner. He objected also that 
pence, than the compensation to the bank, the right hon. gent, precluded himself 
He agreed that the subject oimht to be from taking any farther advantage in 
viewed with a reference to ihis^fircum- case of increase of the Jbalances beyond 
stance, and therefore he concurred in the 10 millions, which was very probable, 
general propriety of this part of the ar- He was glad, however, that the matter 
luagement.—With regard to the third had been brought so far to an issue fa- 
[)art of the arrangement, tjae loan of 3 vourable to the public, 
millions^ he concurred with the hon. gent. Mr. Mufwing defended the conduct of 
(Mr. Bankes), and his right hon. friend the bank, and contended that the charge* 
(Mr. Tierney), in expressing the strongest of management of the public debt were 
objection to the mode wdilch lad been* much greater than gentlemen supposed* 
resorted to in this instance* ft is right Of 800 clerks employed in the bank 400 
hoa. friend had said, that the loan w^ould were engaged in the business arising from 
tiot have l>ceiv advanced, had if not been the public debt. All the issues of the bank 
for the restrictionT Whether he was right w6uld stul continue to be subject to par* 
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Uament^ry inspection ; and he could as¬ 
sure the house, that the bank looked for¬ 
ward with anxiety to the period when it 
woifld resume its issues of specie, and 
cease to issye its one or two pound notes. 

Mr. Brogden thought that the arrange¬ 
ment with the bank was not so advan¬ 
tageous to the public as it. ought to be, 
but thought it better to agree to it than to 
shew any appearance of hostility. 

Mr. Biddulph considered the bargain of 
the right hon. the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer, to be extremely disadvantageous to 
the interests of the public. 

Mr. Croker defended the arrangement, 
as did also Mr. Carew, who as a member 
of the Committee of Finance, expressed 
his satisfaction that its suggestions for th|y 
public service had been thus attended to. 

■ di fferent resolutions then 

agreed toT^' '"" * 

^ House of Lords. 

Thursday, February 11. 

Dispute with America.] Lord Gren¬ 
ville rose, pursuant to notice, to move lor 
certain papers, which would tend to throw 
some light on the nature of the relations, 
as they now existed, between this country 
and America, and on the terms and ten¬ 
dency of the treaty which, in Dec. 1806, 
was concluded between the two nations. 
It had fallen to his lot to be engaged more 
than 6nce in discussions with the^ministers 
, of the united states, and, he had bestowed 
on what regarded the connection and mu- 
I tual interests of the two states, all the at- 
tentiqi), labour, and diligence, of .which 
he was master, aftd which the high im¬ 
portance of the subject so seriously im¬ 
posed on*him. Indeed, the cultivating 
and maintainin'^ of a good understanding 
wtth America, an understanding that in¬ 
cluded and promoted the reciprocal inte¬ 
rests of the two countries, was, in his 
^ind, the most material and important 
consideration that could possibly engage 
the attention ofjthe British government 
and parliament, next to the care of conci¬ 
liating and uniting, in one bond of union, 
1^1 descriptions of his majesty's subjects in 
these kingdoms. He had of late taken 
occasion, more than once, to express this 
opinion, and he now wished to repeat it in 
the most serious and solemn manner. 
This disposition powerfully animated his 
views and his conduct, whenever any 
, thing occurred that threatened to embar- 
i trass or interrupt the friendly intercourse 
Klmd connection of the two countries. In 


the year lYPt*, in consequence of events 
to which the War that broke out in the 
preceding year gave rise. We had to dis¬ 
cuss and adjust some differences which then 
occurred with the united states. It was 
his good fortune to have to deal in that 
transaction with a man (Mr. Jay), w hose 
talents and disposition eminently qualified 
him for the office he had undertaken. 
Never in the course of his public life had 
he met with a person on whose probity, 
candour, and sincerity, he could so confi¬ 
dently rely, Mr. Jay felt the value and 
the necessity of a close and amicable 
connection between the two nations, and 
he laboured most impartially duly to 
weigh, and to ascertain the real interests 
of both. These unquestionably were qua¬ 
lifications indispensably necessary to a 
negotiator ; and no negotiation could be 
fairly carried on except in a mutual spirit 
of justice and impartiality. He trusted, 
that such was the spirit which actuated the 
negc^iation at that time, and which 
brought it to a successful termination: 
sure he was, that Mr. Jay acted on these 
principles; yep when he returned to his 
own country, the was accused, very un¬ 
justly indeed, pi having sacrificed her inte¬ 
rests, or yieU^d too far in favour of those, 
of England. Mr. Jay had long since re¬ 
tired from piB'ilic life ; but he felt happy 
in having thisf^^iJ'prtunity of paying a due 
tribute of Under 

the influence/ been w'ere the 

late discussiyt stood in '/riS^jjarried 
and brough/into coiism^ expected *to be, 
a happy terfel^Slion, when circumstances 
arose, that might put to hazard the final 
issue of that negotiatfbn. He had much 
to complain of the false light in which ig¬ 
norance or malice had endeavoured to re¬ 
present it. His noble friends wffio con¬ 
ducted that negotiation, with talents of 
which he could not now speak as lie ought, 
because they were present, had been re¬ 
proached as having made unwarrantable 
and dangerous concessions to America— 
concessions which had been causelessly 
and mischievously held out to the public 
as the bane of the interests of Great 
Britain ; yct„w'hile these reproaches w ere 
vented against the administration at homo, 
no sooner had the treaty reached America, 
than the government of the united states 
were accused of liaving yielded too much 
to the Bntish plenipotentiaries. Even 
the speech by which the session was 
opened, contained assertions respecting 
this treaty, which were not correct. 
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said the treaty had not taken efiect by tl^* 
refusal of the'president to ratify it. Now, 
the presidoTjt had not refused to ratify it; 
but deferred the ratification, as far as tln^ 
ratification depended upon liiin, because 
the treaty contained certaiii articles, which, 
though they were agreed upon between 
the respective pleni|)otentiaries, wore not 
liowcver signed by them, because some 
further explanation upon the points th«*y 
coiilainctl, was to he pian iously ha ! with 
the 7\meiicaii govcrnincnl. As to the 
concessions that w(*rc saitl to be nia(l<' to 
America, in essimtifil ])olnts, anil wlii(,lj 
werci ri'probiited as the bane of the inte¬ 
rests of Fngland, no assertion eouid he 
inon' unfounded. It was no doubt (iiQi- 
cult to say, what were or were not tiie 
jioints which might be conceded, in ha-d 
lancing the interests of the two countries. 
Since America wais declared an iiulepiui- 
dciU state in 1782, many points had arisen 
in di-jcussions, which had never before 
been brouglit into agitation, INIost ol' 
them might easily be adjusti^l by^aktpg 
for rule, the mutual advantages resulting 
from an amicable convention be tween the 
tw o countries : but in po'-SHfits that could he 
fairly considered as ess<[ntial, never had 
he, nor those with whom iV was connect¬ 
ed, consented to make ;yiy c oneession. 
Ho considered as essenliall wJiat was eou- 
nc^cted with the preserviy'Ton of the naval 
power and m'e-eniiy.WM:(^f this country, 
and sooner \^alcy*»^30 e/l:;ngland perisli 
ill a contesttpu of her niari; 

* ‘„wus, econoa i^hould y u\l a 

tittle of them : ^ -as agcit'^^yhts once given 
up, what contest would sAe be allerwards 
able to carry on They were connected 
not only with her power, but with her 
very existence as an independent nation ; 
and tbered’ore no man couhl ever thinI>wof 
sacrificing them. This was his fin*i reso¬ 
lution, and nothing could bring him 
depart from it. IVo dangerous concessions 
had therefore been made to America in 
the late tre aty ; and when the two go- 
vcnimonts came <’oolly to consider its na¬ 
ture and tendency, they would discover 
that it eipaally consulted* the interests of 
both countries; and that, he would re¬ 
peat,-was the only basis ijpou whicli any 
treaty could be solidly and penn nwnlly 
built.—The noble lord then entered into 
a minute exaininatioii of tha dillicuUies 
that resulted to both countrji.s from i^ic 
practice of searching merchailboien. From 
a thousand cireuinstauces, i Jmust be ob¬ 
vious that it wfis attended with more dilfi- 

YouX. 
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eulties between American and British offi¬ 
cers, than bet ween the officers of ;\ny other 
nalion : hut a syiirit of f:artdour, modera¬ 
tion, and miilual regard, w'hich he could 
not too forcibly ineulo.^te, would t^ud to 
compose every difici'ence upjan that head. 
As to ihc right of searching national ships 
of war, it had never been assumed, and 
shoujd not Fe practised. The noble lord 
again im[>lnieci lh(‘ b(nise serioudy to af>- 
the \aij!(‘ of an unlmcrrispted 
aiiiiiy and intercourse witli America, and 
express^ il his anxious c\[)cctation that the 
mind i/f the ^luicjunus a\ou1iI bticome 
cooler and more < on^idcraU', and that this 
country wouM mct'i them w itli conx s- 
pmuling .seotmH'iUs. liis lonLdiip con¬ 
cluded w ith moung for copies or extracts 
‘of tlic DisjiatJi‘S whlcli puS-ad helween 
his maj<‘^ty’s vovtirnnusil and the gvweni- 
menl of tin* t nitod States,^ 
d're;Il \ signeil by i1k^ [dunpotentiaries of 
belli <o)vernmeiu^. 

Jjoial JlavArsbioi/ most 'perfectly g^in- 
tidtd in opinion ^vith the noble baron, 
that iin inijairtial regard to the iutcrests of 
the two countries was an (‘ssciitial basis of 
this, or any other rn goiiation ; and under 
that impiessloa he trusted that he and his 
coilcagtu's Avcrc di')puscd to act. No mau 
could be more imjirtssed than he was 
with the necessity of cultivating a good 
understanding with America, and making 
her feel iiow^ iudispensaliie was such a con¬ 
nexion ’10 the reciprocal interests of tivc 
two (.olmtries. After having acquainted 
the noble baron that he did not intend to 
o[)pose his nn.tion, he did not expect he^ 
would have gom^ so largely into tlje ques¬ 
tion : but he sliouhl not imitate his exam¬ 
ple, as lie would now, and -^is he had on 
former occasions, abstain from agitating 
any question reqjceting America; as our 
relations wdth the united states must soon 
come, in all their bearings, under the con¬ 
sideration of the house.—After a short 
conversation the* motion was agreed to- 
[Mm^vTioN Of Rr^siA and Austria.] 
Ivail Gny said, he had to apologise to 
iheir lordsliips, for postponing that part of 
the motion of w hich lie had given notice, 
wdiich related to the Expedition to Con¬ 
stantinople. He found hnn&elf obliged to 
do this from having been unable to exa¬ 
mine the da<es of certain papers, which it 
was necessary to investigalc* With ve^ 
spect to the other points of his motion, he 
thought it of great importance that the 
house should be put in jiossesion of some 
additional Information relative to the Me- 
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diation offered by Russia and Austria. At a 
crisis lilvo the present, it was of great im¬ 
portance to know, whether ministers had 
taken, advantage of any opportunity that 
offered for pacific negociation, witli a dis¬ 
position favourable to the attainment of 
peace. With respect to the qualities of a 
mediator, he did not think it w as neces¬ 
sary that a mediating power should be 
totally unconnected with both the bellige¬ 
rents : it <vas scarcely possible in human 
affairs to meet with perfect impartiality, 
at the same time he admitted that where 
there was a close connection between the 
pow er offering to mediate and one of the 
belligerents, that the other belligerent w^as 
justified in refusing a mediation under 
such circumstances. With respect to 
Russia, much had bc«n said about the 
tr eaty of T iisit: he did not believe that at 
the tune of'^ewdl»dipg that treaty, tfiere 
was any dereliction of our interest on the 
part of Russia, but that that measure was 
the*3ffspr ing of necessity. His noble friend 
(lord Hutchinson) had stated on a former 
evening the vast losses sustained by the 
Russian army; and, after hearing that 
statement, coiild there be a doubt of the 
necessity under which Russia must find 
herself of m aking peace ? It had been said, 
that there was a secret article in the Treaty 
of Tiisit, in which Russia pledged herself 
that the Danish fleet should be at the dis¬ 
posal of France ; but he did not believe 
the existence of any such article. ‘ Was it 
possible to suppose that Russia, even pros¬ 
trate as she w as at the feet of France, 
would have agreed to an article which 
would 4iave rendered France mistress of 
the Baltic, and placed the Russian empire 
completely in her power ? He did not be¬ 
lieve that Russiatwas really hostile to this 
country until the event ot the expedition 
to Copenhagen; a measure which hi* fear¬ 
ed we should repent to the latest hour of 
our existence. The Russian offer of me¬ 
diation, limited as it w^as in point of time 
with respect to our acceptance oV it, and 
communicated as if was, might be consi¬ 
dered grating to the feelings of this coun¬ 
try ; but from the statement of his noble 
firitfnd (lord Hutchinson) on a former even¬ 
ing, it was proved that the emperor did 
not wish to limit the time of o\ir accept¬ 
ance. If, however, he was not disposed, 
under all the circumstances, to find much 
fault with tile rejectioaof the Russian me¬ 
diation, he saw much to blame in the rc- 

f thm of the Austrian offer of mediation. 
Ihou^t the answer to prince 


btsrg was petulant, and did not evince any 
disposition on the part of ministers favour¬ 
able to peace. W hatever were the objec¬ 
tions to the mediation of Ruasia, they did 
not apply to that of Austria. The note oi 
Prince de Starhemberg on this subject 
was dated the 25th of April, and nothing 
appeared about it in the Papers before the, 
house until the 20th Oct. During tliivS 
long interval, he had conceived that there 
would be some further correspondence on 
the subject; he had been, however, in- 
forme<l by the noble secretary of state, 
that in point of fact there were no official 
notes: there had been some conversations, 
which, however, were not in a shape to be 
laid before parliament. It was important, 
however, that their lordships should 
be in possession of all the information 
that could be had, and it should be re¬ 
collected that we had at that time two mi¬ 
nisters at Vienna, one of w'hom was there 
on a special mission. He therefore intend¬ 
ed to ipovc for copies, or extracts, of Dis¬ 
patches w'hich passed betweenhis majesty^s 
government and the Austrian minister, 
and from the British minister at Vienna.— 
The next point ijJn which he w^ished for 
further informatjpn related to the note of 
baron Budbere^of the 30th of June. In 
that note, soni^ charges affec ting the ho¬ 
nour and character of this country were 
preferred, chara^ which it was the duty 
of his majestyvjmfm^^gr at/the court of 
Russia to rep#. ThesS'‘^^largcs were 
rftenvards repepted in the/i^^te of count 
Romanzow, and more spcciffcallV'^tibith'* 
in the Russian Detlaimion. 'fhey w^ere 
contained uhcIct three heads : the refusal 
to lend any military acsistance to Russia, 
the refusal to facilitate the n^ociation of 
a loan in this country, and the vexations 
sidKired by the commerce of Russia. Of 
these vhree heads of accusation the last 
•only was repelled in his majesty’s Decla¬ 
ration. The two first were passed over in 
that perfect silence, w^hich implied an ac- 
cpiiescencc^ in the truth of the charges. 
The first w as by tar the most serious, and 
upon that he must claim their lordships in-. 
dulgence for some time. The refusal to 
make any military diversion in favour of 
the continent, wSas one of the chief accusa¬ 
tions against that administration, of which 
he had the honour to form a part. It. was 
ajsharge vihich had been pressed against 
them by tfcir opponents m all possible 
shapes. Tlijs calumny had been indus¬ 
triously circulated among the public, and 
much relied upon in another place; but 
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he trusted before he sat down he should 
satisfy their lordships that it was wholly 
unfounded.* Ills Jordship here went into 
a detail of the military operations upon 
the continent during the time the late ad¬ 
ministration were in power, and maintain¬ 
ed tliat at no time was the course of events 
feuch, as to justify them in sending a large 
army to the continent. There were only 
three pointsat which a diversion, or co-ope¬ 
ration, could be efiected. It must have 
been attempted cither in France, Holland, 
or within the Baltic. What would 2,5 or 
30,000 men, the most w'hich could have 
been spared by this country, eflect against 
the population of France ? It w^ould be to 
send them to certain captivity or destruc¬ 
tion, for within three days,threc times their 
number might be collected against them. 
W as it in Holland that this diversion was 
to be attempted ? ludepemlant of tlie diffi¬ 
culty of establishing magazines, there were 
other obstacles to the effiictirig a descent in 
that countr 5 ^ The season rendered,access 
to the coast almost impossible, and there 
was no strong place under cover of which 
the army could take post. Was it wdthin 
the Baltic that this dive'rsion was to take 
place r He would put it to the noble 
lord (Mnlgrave,) both in his military and 
nautical capacity, to declare, w’he'tlicr, 
utter the Russians had been driven across 
the Vistula,(any descen^ could have been 
attempted w^th small^it chance of suc¬ 
cess, on the (*»ast of Deiit jark. Stralsuiid 
Was the c'ly ^?lace wdiere a landing oould 
have been saK-ty effected, and Swedish 
Pomerania w'as observed by a French army, 
too powerful for any force that this coun¬ 
try or Sw eden cotTltl have collected in that 
quarter. Wlicre, then, \vas this military 
assistance to be given ? Did the noble 
lords opposite suppose, that the landing of 
20 or 30,000 men at Memel couffi have 
changed the fortune of the war ? His no¬ 
ble friend behind him (lord Hutchinson) 
could bear testimony that it would not. 
The Russians were so deficient In arrange¬ 
ments, that they were often in want of 
provisions. They had neglected to estab¬ 
lish magazines ; and the accession of such 
a force, instead of being an advantage, 
would have only added to their embarrass¬ 
ments. He trusted that he had fully re¬ 
plied to this charge ; the next, respecting 
the refusal to facilitate a lofii, would fbe 
more easily disposed of. Ii|ssia, it was 
true, had proposed to raalofa loan of six 
millions in this country ; b« it was found 
upon consulting with some^ the first mer¬ 


chants, that it would be impossil-^le, unless 
the repayment W'as guaranteed by the 
British govej*nment. Russia oflered a spe¬ 
cies of security, to be sure ; narnel]{, that 
the duties levied in tjhat country, upon the 
importation of British goodi, should be 
made payable here as an export duty ; 
but this being a duty of a precarious and 
uncertain riature, was not accepted. The 
lenders would accept of nothing short of a 
guarantee of thft government; and that, 
for many reasons, could not be granted. 
The negociation, therefore, fell to the 
ground.—The only charge remaining was, 
the injury sustained by the Russian com¬ 
merce. It was true, a immi)or of Russian 
vessels bound to the ports of France had 
been detained ; but they were afterwards 
released, and ample compensation made 
to those •who snflcred by their dejentiQu. 
They were ndeased ^in vgri'^equencc of a 
representation from the Russian minister, 
that though France and Russia were at 
w^ar, there was no interru[)tion to the com¬ 
mercial relations betw^eeii the two coun¬ 
tries. Ill proof of this he mentioned, 
that the Russian consuls remained at all 
the French ports, m the full exercise of 
their functions. To this representation mi¬ 
nisters listened, and the detained ships 
were releascd,and an assurance given,upon 
an understanding that they should con¬ 
vey no contraband ofw'ar, that they should 
meet wjth no interruption for tho future. 
The noble lord expressed his hopes, that 
lie had in some measure satisfied their lord- 
ships as to the injustice of some of the 
charges preferred against him and his col¬ 
leagues, and the propi iety of their^efusing 
to accede to the proposals which made the 
subject of another ; and coiicluded with 
moving for the several Pupers to which he 
had referred in the course of his speech. 

Lord Haivkeslnay felt it necessary for 
him to make some observations on the 
speech which the noble lord had just deli- 
vtM ed. ^That speech was principally divi¬ 
ded into two heads: first, respecting .the 
Russian mediation, an8 the conduct of the 
present ministers upon the subject; se¬ 
condly, the noble lord had thought it 
necessary to go at considerable length*into 
an apology or defence of the late ministers 
from the charges which had been made 
against them by persons in this country, 
and by the Russian Declaration, which 
charged the government of this country 
with neglecting to co--operate with their 
allies on the continent. As to the first 
point* namely, the Russian mediation, he 

2 f 2 * , 
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must statQ that his luajpsty's present mini¬ 
sters never disnjised or conceiik'd the de¬ 
sire they had to conclude a * peace with 
Francf, if such a pence could be concluded 
on fair and horunivablf^ terms, and should 
extend to his^’mnjesty's allies, as well as 
to his own territfu ies. If they had thou^ht 
such a j)eace could liave been obtained 
through the Knssian mediation,'thi'y would 
have gladly embraced it; l)ut it v ns wtdl 
kuouii that Russia bad,* at the treaty of 
Til ^ii, entered into secret articles, wiiich 
they could not doubt were directed against 
the int( rests of thi'. eounlry, or peiliaps 
against theexKtence. ofsoim of the powers 
who were allies of his majesly. 'Jd»e Rus¬ 
sian minister the baron de, Rudherg him¬ 
self did not deny that tb» rc Avere secret 
articles prejudicial to this country. Ho 
w ould not, however, state what those arli- 
edes were, but fiwly ^;nd, ' that, uj^otA Jiis 
boiiour, the shutting of the Russian j)orts 
against the J'lngiisli trade Avas not oiu'.^ 
these circunislaiK'e^, his xnajestv’s 
ministers thought it necessary to ask wliat 
AAUis the basis on whi( h it was proposed to 
make pcaia*, and Avliat Avere these seei'et, 
articles in the treaty of 'Fdsit ? 'Fiicy 
thought that if either the ha^is aviis niad- 
inissihlc, or tluit the.u' s{ cret article's AAcnt 
directly to the ])ioju<lice ol‘ hi^ iriaj('sty, or 
Ills allies, in siu'li ease it would he idle 
and dangerous to < arry < u a mock nego- 
ciatioiHfor peace, a\ hif h could iiot pro¬ 
duce any heiufuial cliei t, hut Avliich 
would pr(jAe deUiave U> tlie hopis, and 
prejudicial to the interests <il‘this country. 
If an honourable peace ('ould he' made, 
his maj^styks ministers AA^mld he glad to 
conclude it, but if the thing aaus iiojiossi- 
ble, tJiey tlwughl it diing<'rous t<; hoif! emt 
tiilse hopes to tlu' coimuy. ^o peace 
coujd he Jionourable to this enuniry wliu h 
would surrender its allies to the enemy ; 
and as the secret articles of the treaty 
must he supposed to he directeil either 
against his majesty, or his allies, it appear¬ 
ed to his majestj^'s ministers, that it Avas 
absolutely necessart' that they should have 
some information on that subject heture 
they could consent to have the coniury 
lulted inR> the idea that they were, to ex¬ 
pect peace.—As to the second point in 
the speech of the noble lord, the apology 
that he thought it ncctssary to make tor 
the late ministers from the charges in the 
Hussian Declaration, which appeared to 
him tXk be countenanced by his majestv’s 
pmmnt ministers; he should first ohaerva*, 
there was no public docmaent hr ofti-* 


cftl paper to be found, in which his majes¬ 
ty's ministers had countenanced or sup¬ 
ported those charges. Jh however, he 
was called upon to pronounce an opinion, 
it would he hypocritical in him to deny, 
that ho thought the late ministers acted 
in many points from a very difterent vieAV . 
of the subject from that which was enter- 
laiuod by the present ministers. There 
Avore many points in which ho agreed 
with wliat had lii'on stated by the noble 
lonl, and some m Avhich he dillereil. lie 
agreed Avith him in thinking that the late 
ministers could rmt have previ'iited the 
(|uaiTel hetwiM'ii b ranee and Rrusf^ia, nor 
that defeat AAhieh Avas so disastrous to tlic 
Pnissiau nation ; hut although it aaus out 
of their ])t)AV( r to giAc any eileetnal suc¬ 
cour to Jh‘ns.,ia, yet in tlie next campaign, 
wlfu’h I'lidesl so unfortunalely, hut wliieh 
began so fortunately—[Here lord Cirey 
asked across the huiise, Avhen or aaIutc it 
Avas fortunate Ho meant Avhen the 
power, of Russia had li' cii brought into 
the field to support ih-ussia, ilien the 
(Miiso of tlu‘ eoutment appeared to he by 
no means in so desjierate a state as tl;e 
lute ministers sc/med to consider it. ll it 
Avere allowed that tlu* French suei'eeih d 
principally by hUperioritA ol numbers, 
then it might he .supposed that a great 
part of that .wiperiority might have been 
laktm oil’ l>y pmuer co-ojieraUon, esjieei- 
allv u- it wasWloAved tliaty Saa edeii Avas 
ready to f'o-ou<‘pite aa it h it.'' Aj'hole st reiigtli. 
He agreed whh tin* nohh‘ Ij^raf also in the 
print !j>le In laid down, he ACwrtft*TlTFr^ 
eran*^ a l.ngor ioan'lo'finv foreign power 
than he AAouid a'^suiisidv', as it might l)v: 
expelled that such lo;tfi \AOuld fall idti- 
nkilely upon this country, anj that a Un g¬ 
er sum would in' a-.ked in the A\ay ot 
loftii than would he demanded as a snh'^i- 
dy. ^ie thougiiL the sum of six inilli(>ii.s 
•was too great to give to the emperor of 
Russia, either as suh.sldy or loan ; hut it 
did not follow that because that sum aaus 
too largi’,‘ministers should have drily re¬ 
fused him aiid not given any thing. It 
v\as natural for tlu- po\v(*r Avho asked as- . 
sistanec to nanie the highest .sum, hut it 
did not follow that if that was too great, 
no assistance attall should he given.* Al¬ 
though he should have olijected to G mil¬ 
lions, yet, Avhen he considered that it Avas 
a ^(;ain})aigi| upon which the last .stake of 
! Kurope \v® depending, he should not 
have ohjectld to three millions, either as 
a .subsidy, cJL if it was more gratifying to 
the pride of wssia^ as a lo^, He tuougliti 
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then, the laic ministers were wronj:^ in neft 
Uivin^S at least, that pecuniary assisUince 
which the .circumstiinces retjuireJ, and 
whi('Ii our allies had a right to expect, 
lie thougiit also, that, although he did not 
charge tliem witli any positive breach ol’ 
promise or violation of any cxjiress as¬ 
surance of co-operation, yet that they liad 
1)V thoir (‘xpriisbions held out a hope, and 
iniluced a Ixdief in tlie allies that it was 
llu'ir intention to co-operate. Those hopes 
and ( xpeetations liad been d(*( eived, and 
the contiiuiit were now taught to look 
upon tins country as a nation that goaded 
others, but wloeli avoided partaking in tlie 
dangi'rs and losses of a, eontinental war. 

1 Ic ilioughi, it would have been better to 
have run tin* risk of a loss of troops, than 
to lose our national Iionour, and be eon- 
bidered a eountiy which w'ould involve 
<)tlu*rs in dang'c is w liii h wc ourselves would 
(let line. lie also ihouglit that tlie late 
imiiislers had betui \\ roug in talking of (o- 
operaiioiis, wlien they made no pivjiara- 
tioir- for that purpose. So far from fiaviAig 
a ]>ioper number of transports ready, thev 
il\' di>chaiged in the month of March 
mai\ itansporis, \viiich luul beib-rc luani 
m til- SCI\ ice (.1’ govcnimeiit. j\fier a 
\,u:ei\ dl t/b'ei'\ ataiiis 01* tin: oilier ]»arts 
cd liu^ oi die iiolile bird, bi^ bu’d- 

>liijv euiH !ikVd \v itb <‘\pressing a n a ij'ies^ 
to ura.ut iuarf\ oi’ liie papti^ su tved i'or ; 
bat tiKiT Wvie siune 'wlA'^'h be tboiigbt it 
wtiuid Ijc im|’,op 'r to pro i'u e. 

ian 1 I unec’-ved tiiat hi' majet^ty'i 

pK^ioc luim.si^-ts had no right to ask Rus¬ 
sia t(' < <unnmnieali' the sei ri*t arlieles of I 
I be ireaty she iuid been foix'cd to sign at 
iibn. li' tbe em^ieror (d’ Kus.sia signed 
iaciet <iiii(b^s, be had [iltAlged his honour 
tti .1 ility should he secret, and we could 
not reasonably i xpck t him to violate that 
}>!edge. At tlie same moment, lu^vever, 
anil m llu‘ same breath, that we denied»j 
the jiouer (d’Russia to he a fair guarantee i 
between us and I'ranee, and rejected that ! 
iiiedl ition, we solicited it as iK'twcen us 
and Deiiniaidv, and tiiought that, in luit 
^casin her guarantee was quite suHicu'Ut. 
If the late ministers, however, did not send 
an army to the assistance of Russia, it 
was bci ausc no army wdueli this country 
could send had the smallest chance of 
turning the, fate of the last unfortunate 
campaign, d’he greatest fovc^ that was 
ever spoken of as possible tJ attempt a 
diversion with, w^as 30,000 Mitish troops 
and 15,000 Swedes. 'ITiis foJe, collected 
at Stralsuiid, coUld have hadvery little 


^the Mcduiiion of Russia and Austria. 

cflect on the campaign. It would not have 
jirevehted the deleat.of the Russians, and 
if the event pf the battle had even turned 
out tlie other way, and that the l'|ench 
had been defeated, stiil.that force would 
have been too small to thro^ in the rear 
ofsueiSan immense army on its retreat. 
It was impossible tliat tliis force could 
have, acted upon the tlank of the enemy, 
for they were covered by great rivers,* tlie 
OTler and the Visliila. In such an expe¬ 
dition, our risk would not be merely an 
army, liut it would be the army of G, 
Hriidin. 'Ihis eeitainly sliould not be 
risked, unless there was a probability of 
gaining some most important advantage. 
Tlio fact was, tliat the late, ministers were 
convinced iqmn tlie fullest consideration, 
tint tlie troops wdiich they could send 
were noi likely to produce any import¬ 
ant .eilthet, and that tluu’o w'as only one 
chanee remaining for Europe. To tliat 
one chanee they paid the utmost attenlion. 
That chance was that Austria might* be 
brought to move, and Unit if the Austrian 
army inarclu'd down to the Lower Elbe, 
liehiiid the communieatioiis of tin* hrencli 
ariny, in that Eiuopc would have 

had a fair chanee of it'> deliverauee. If 
that chaine ii id occurred, the eirenm- 
“a.iiiees wcjuld have arrived in which the 
late ininisiers would h w e been prejnired 
to co-operate Vviih a miiitar\ force. Corn- 
biiu'd with tin* Au.^'rjans, every tlihig 
might I'e hoped lor; Init if merely com- 
imieil W ith the, Swedes, the danger that 
our army would run wuis mucli greater 
than un\ chanee th<‘y could have of alter¬ 
ing the iale of the eaigpaign. It appeared 
I’roin ail accounts, tliat tbe French army 
had a superiority over tlie Russians of at 
least tk>,000 men; and when it was con- 
sidereii in how dillercnt a manner the^two 
armies were conniKUuled, ii could not be. 
supposiul that any relufurct iueiit w'e could 
have sent would havtj our-hulanced tliiii 
dispro})()rtion in numbers. He utterly de¬ 
nied thaf tlie Rus,^iaiis had ever any pros¬ 
pect of success, althhugh their soldiers 
gained immortal Iionour at Eylau. It w^as 
cl military policy in all countries to endea¬ 
vour to keep the people in good luinrour*by 
giving very favourable accounts of their 
military successes; but the fact was, that 
in tlic battle of Pul tusk, (which they 
claimed as-a victory,) they were defeated, 
with the loss of 80 pieces of cannon, 
and the Russian army would have been 
utterly annihilated, il‘ the badness of the 
'Hoads had not prevented a division of - the 

f • 
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tbe French army from coining up I'n 
time* 

Lord Hutchinson hoped the.,house would 
allow him to state some matters which, 
from the situation he had held, were within 
his own personal knowledge. 'JTh^ussian 
army never had any chance of su^eeding 
in the campaign, or even in the battle of 
Evlau, where they fought so bra^^ely. 
Ine French had certainly the victory. 
Iliey remained for ten days in the fielcf of 
battle, and immediately after made them¬ 
selves masters of the magazines-at Elbing, 
and returned to tlieir cantonments, where 
they effectually covered the blockade of 
several strong towms, which afterwards 
surrendered to them. At that time the 
king of Prussia retired from Konigsbergto 
-Memel, and not thinking himself <juite 
safe there, had even engaged a> house at 
Riga. On the 23d ^ of Feb. he wro^.e to 
ministers, mentioning that a French gene- 
mi had arrived at Meme-1 to propose a se¬ 
parate peace; and if the count de Zastrow 
supported the idea of a separate peace, it 
was not because he w as less attached than 
any other man to the cause of Prussia and 
the continent, but because he knew the 
situation of Russia and Prussia^ and was 
convinced that they had no chance by 
continuing the contest. In the beginning 
of April he had had a long conversation 
with the emperor of Russia, who after¬ 
wards referred him to one of his ipinisters, 
who told him, that as soon as the Russian 
guards came up they would be superior in 
number to the French, and were deter¬ 
mined to attack them. The Russians nei¬ 
ther kwew the forcu that opposed them, 
tior how much their own numbers in the 
field were inferior to their armies upon 
paper.—The noble lord w as then proceed¬ 
ings to state the nature of different dis¬ 
patches between him and the present mi¬ 
nisters, when 

Earl Bathurst ro.se to order. lie thought it 
was completely out of order for jny noble 
lord to state, at his own pleasure, all the 
conversations between kings and emperors, 
which, from his official situation, he might 
have h^a.rd, or to divulge the confidential 
colnmimications which took place between 
him and his government; and if it waa 
competent for any one individual to do so^ 
it was equally competent for any other 
. individual in his majesty’s service. 

The Duke of Norfolk said, that whether 
imble lord acted right or not in entcr- 

g into these details, they were com- 
etely relevant to the question unUcr dis^ 


fcussion, and therefore that he could not he 
said to be out of order. 

Lord Grenville wished to know wdicther 
their lordships would submit to the doc¬ 
trine, that it was quite regular, as liad been 
done in another place, to read partial ex¬ 
tracts from correspondence, where, by 
stopping short in the middle of a sentence, 
the meaning w^as altogether perverted, and 
that they should be debarred from the 
privilege of rectifying the false impressions 
to which this conduct had given rise ? 
And he would ask, whether it w as for those 
who had themselves set the example of 
publishing garbled extracts from oiVicial 
papers, which of all others ought be 
considered a.s the ino.^t secret and confi¬ 
dential, to complain of his noble friend, 
particularly wlien it was recollected that 
he deemed it absoiutidy necessary to the 
justification of his own ( haracter, which 
had been most wantonly and falsely as- 
pei .sed } 

Thf Lord Chancellor Tcmindod the noble 
l«rd that it was a great breach of order in 
that house to refer or allude to any thing 
which had passed m another housr 
parliament. And if a breach of ord* I had 
been committed and permitted in another 
place, that was surely no reason why a si¬ 
milar breach of order should ‘be tolerated 
by their lordships. He wj s clearly of 
opinion, that it was disorderly/ in any per¬ 
son who had bjtn employed in a public 
capacity to read a part, or to disclose the 
•contents of a public dispatch, without the 
leave of his majesty, to whom tlfat dis¬ 
patch was supposed to belong ; and he 
thought that they liad already gone a 
V(Ty dangerous length in allowing a mi¬ 
nute of a conversation, supposed to have 
pas.sc(i between an accredited minister and 
a*foreign sovereign, without his majesty’s 
permis.sion to that etfect. 

Earl Grey contended that his noble 
friend was not reading a dispatch, and 
much less a partial and garbled extract 
from such dispatch, when he had, in Ids 
opinion, been most improperly called to 
order by a n,dble earl. He had been 
merely giving an account of his public 
conduct, in pejrfect consistency with his 
duty, and, as-he conceived, witliin the 
rules of order by which discussions in 
that house were regulated. He w^as hap¬ 
py, howe^r, to hear from so high an au¬ 
thority aw the noble lord upon the wool¬ 
sack, an amission of the impropriety and 
indecency Vf reading extracts from dis¬ 
patches, w^li he assertSS to be the pro- 
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jiertv of Ills majesty, and he hoped tbal 
the animadversions of the noble lord upon 
this novel qpd dangerous pr&ctice, would 
operate as a useful lesson, to t|}ose by 
whom it had been introduced. With all 
due deference, however, to the opinion of 
the learned and noble lord, he submitted 
it to the house, whether, after so foul a 
use (for foul he must call it) as had been 
made of the letters of his noble friend, he 
was not to be permitted to state the facts 
as they really stood in his own vindica¬ 
tion, and whether, after his conduct and 
character had been arraigned,, he was not 
to be sufl'ered to wipe off the aspersions 
which had been cast upon him by declaring 
the truth, and the whole truth of the case. 
He must suppose, however, from what had 
just fallen from the noble lord upon the 
woolsack, that had an attempt been made 
to do a thing so irregular, and fraught 
with so much danger, as to read, in his 
hearing, extracts from any public and 
oflicial communications unauthorized and 
uncalled upon, he would immediately ha\^ 
interrupted the person by whom the at- 
was made. He would not allude 
to a!W thing that had passed in another 
placeit but it was rather surprising, that 
the nobl^lord upon the woolsack, with 
‘these rigoftius sentiments respecting duty 
and order, did not on this very evening 
admonish thi; noble secretary of state of 
his irregularity, in readii g a part of a 
public dispatch, to which their lordships’ 
attention had been called in the course of* 
his speech. At any rate, after tlio reproof 
which had now been administered, he 
hoped that the noble secretary would kiss 
the ro<l with meclaness, and receive the j 
chastisement ^vith humble submission. 

Lord Hawkesbury said, that it certainly 
was highly irregular to refer to any thiifg 
which had passed in another place, ahd he 
conceived it to be very improper for any 
noble lord, who had been employed in a 
public capacity, to disclose the secrets of 
his mission; particularly without any 
previous communicalioii with those to 
Mbom his dispatches were addressed. He 
knew of no chnrge or imputation that had 
been brought against the noble lord, and 
therefore he considered kuc5i a disclosure, 
in the present instance, to say the least of 
it, altogether unnecessary. 

Lord Grenvilk insisted that :liis noble 
friend had said nothing whiew was not 
necessary for his own vindiiStion from 
n charge which was brought against him 
in the Morning f ost, and w as there j 
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imputed to bis majesty^s secretary of state 
for fofeigii affairs. . 

Lord Midgj^ave reminded Ihe noble lord, 
that if the Morning Post contained, any 
thing improper, there wae an authority in 
another place quite compctei^ to set it to 
rights. 

Lord Hutchinson continued : As soon 
as he, found’that the Russians were not 
likelj’* to advance, he was decidedly of 
opThion, that we x)ught not to send a sin¬ 
gle man to the continent. He gave every 
degree of credit to the bravery of the Rus¬ 
sian troops, but the French had every 
kind of advantage over them ; and in no 
mission on which he might be sent would 
he ever deceive the country, by represent¬ 
ing things in a different point of view 
from that in which he saw them. In the 
mouth June, Buonaparte, a greater 
master lof the art of military movements 
than any man who perhaps ever existed, 
had assembled a corps of 40,000 men 
upon the Elbe, upon which, in case ‘of 
sustaining any misfortune, he could have 
fallen back, so that though at that time 
there had been 30,000 English and Swedes 
at Stralsund, they might have met with 
some disaster, but could have done no 
good. 

Lord Grenvilk had looked forward with 
considerable anxiety to this night’s dis¬ 
cussion, to which he trusted for the vin¬ 
dication^ of his own character, and that 
of his colleagues, from several charges 
which had been brought against their 
conduct while in administration. His 
anxiety had been much relieved by the 
candid admission of .the noble secreta¬ 
ry of state, who in the course of his 
speech had deserted several’of the ar¬ 
ticles of charge which had been thrown 
out on other occasions, but which he was 
happy to find were now done away. If 
•any person had ever been so silly and so 
little of a statesman as to suppose that 
any provision could have been made for 
the rupture between Prussia and France, 
their opinion would probably be correct¬ 
ed by tlie admission of the noble secre¬ 
tary on this evening, that no such pro¬ 
vision was to be expected. In addition 
to what his noble friend (earl Hrey) had 
said on this subject, he had only one par¬ 
ticular to subjoin, viz. that the Prussian 
minister was recalled from thLs country, 
where he had been invited to stay, as 
an organ of amicable communication, In 
the middle of August, and so rapid were 
the decUiom of the court of Bevlin, that 
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he Vas apprized of the change of system 
on his arrival Hamburgh. In tlie Rus- 
. sian Declaration it had been stated, that 
this government had not acted njjon as« 
suranees winch had been given of seiul- 
ing a military force to the continent, in 
order to create a diversion in favour of 
the allies. The noble secretary had ad¬ 
mitted in his speech that no sucl> as¬ 
surances had ever been given; but he 
considered his majesty'^ Declaration *as 
extremely defective, in not replying to 
the allegation of our not acting upon those 
assurances, by the assertion, the truth of 
which the noble secretary had admitted 
in debate, and which was necessary to 
the exculpation of the present minislers, 
their predecessors, and the country. He 
had been a good deal surprised to find no 
Note upon this subject in the CVyrrespon- 
dence which had taken place behvecii his 
majesty’s ambassador and the ministers of 
the emperor of Russia. - lie w^as satisfied 
wdfh the assurance of the noble secretary, 
that no opportunity had occurred of pre¬ 
senting such a note ; still however, this 
circumstance rendered it more necessary 
that the calumny should be refuted in 
the counter-declaration. But, instead of 
this, ministers had left tlie cause of the 
country to shift for itself, because they 
could not do justice to the country with- 
out likewise doing justice to their prede¬ 
cessors. There w^as another chaj*ge from 
which he had been relieved—not, indeed, 
by the admission of the noble secretary, 
but by something still move eloquent—his 
silence. His noble friend had called upon 
jninistefi-s when they talked of diversions, 
to specify the time, place, and mode, in 
which those diversions ought to have lieen 
made ; but the ftoblc secretary could nei- 
th«* name a moment for such an attempt, 
nor put his finger upon a ])oint of land to 
which an expedition could have been sent* 
wdth advantage. So that this point, like 
the others, w hen it was touched,^crumblctl 
into dust. But, said the noble secretary, 
if we could not make diversions we should 
at least have made preparations. If a 
case ^jd not occur, a case might occur. 
To this he lliought it no bad answer for a 
statesman to say, that in fact no such case 
ever had occurred. He confessed, that 
. from the first opening of the campaign, 
neither he nor his colleagues w ere sanguine 
in their hopes of success, and while tln^y 
weroiendeavouring to counteract the fa- 
Jtal delusion, in wdiich the country from 
Moiag habits was too prone to indulge/he 


Aot forgotten the pains which were taken 
to represent them as gloomy, spiritle.vs, 
and a[iprehensive, liccausc tluiy w'mld nut 
condescend, by an empty sIkw of prepa¬ 
ration, to court a reputati(»n I'or vigour. 
There was only <nie (asc, in winch be 
thought that gre:it and ainjilc sacrifices 
ought to have been made, in the ('vent of 
procuring the co-operation of Austria.— 
But the noble lord had said, that pecuniary 
aid might ha\o been alhirded ; that the 
late ministers refused oven to sanction a 
Russian loan in this country of six mil lions. 
To this lie would answer, that under the 
state of alfalrs on the continent, w hen fac i- 
lities of raising money were nMjiiired of 
this country, the money could not lx* ob¬ 
tained here without the guarantee of go- 
venmient; and, taught by the expiali nee 
of a Ibriner gnaranti c i’or an Austrian loan. 
It behoved the late govennneiit to wet 
witli some caution before she gave ano¬ 
ther guarantee for such a sum ns d mil¬ 
lions,, which might ultimately fall as a 
bnrtlicn on the people of this country. 
But, said the noble lord, yon might have 
granteil a subsidy of 3 millions, and.y'^^i* 
would then at least have shewn \oinfzeal 
to assist Ktussia, and secured lier goi^l opi¬ 
nion, by shewing her, that you fel^ ior her 
distresses. He would answyf*, that thev 
were ready to subsidize, if it tould have 
been shew’u that any good w ai to be gained 
by it. Noble lords said, but why did you 
not at least make a shew* of diversion, by 
"CoUeetiug ;i large licet of transports, and 
a marcli of troops to your coasts, in order 
to excite alarm in the enemy ami divide 
j his attention ? To this lie would answer, 
that the enemy knew*as well as we that 
W'e could not be serious in guch an enter- 
prize, which served only to delude our 
I aMy, and encourage him to continue a 
fruitlf^ss contest. Still, his lordship said, 
llie country was not witliout resources, 
anil could have gone very great lengths 
i both in military and pca imiarv aids, had 
I there bet*n a jirobabjlity of such aid being 
in any way useful; and as to an obstu va- 
tion made that the late ministry should 
have advised Russia to make peace with 
France, he w'ould not transgress the point 
of order so recently discussed, by stating 
tlie contents of dispatclies; but if the 
noble secretary of state would rtad the 
Russian dispatches of the last thre(^ months, 
he was cimfulent he would never again 
come dow4 to that house, and rebuke liim 
on the saiifc ground.—The noble lord next 
adverted tokhe disastroiR issue of the w ar 
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and the final loss of Europe—a cpnsequence 
whic h he did not hesitate to impute to a 
measure ft*om which he v\ as always strongly 
averse, and which, h;id not the country 
and the world sustained the calamitous loss 
of a great statesman now no more, proba¬ 
bly miglit not have ha|)pcnefl, namely, 
the last eontlneiilal coalition of the powers 
of Europe in 1805, stirred up by this coun¬ 
try fo a renewal of I he war ngainsf brance, 
at a tune when tiny ^^(•re actually unpre- 
jiared I'or such a c;oiitest. The utU r (Ud'eat 
of Austria was one <d' the first fiuits of 
that couflicl, which was commenced in 
direct opposition to tlut opinion and advice 
of the ablest auihority in the touanaii 
emj)ire, and that defeat had been followed 
by the complete subjtigatlon oi' the conti¬ 
nent to the [lower of France. He con- 
c'luded by expressing his confidence, that 
the house and the country were now satis¬ 
fied ; and that he should never hear it 
urged again, that any thing done, or omit¬ 
ted to be (lone, by his majesty\'^latc mi¬ 
nisters, iiad any thing to do in the causes 
that led to the subjugation of Europe. 

iLord ^lulgrave replied briefly, and con¬ 
tended that a successful diversion might 
ha^ been etlected by a timely siip})ly of 
troop:^'•ft'om this country.—The t|uestiou 
was then and agreed to without a 

division. * 


nocsi. or commons. 

Thursday, Fchniarj^ \\, « • 

Droits or Admhulty.] {Sir Francis 
Burden said he w ould not take uj) the time 
of the house by any prefatory remarks to 
the motion which he was a*.out to submit; 
for that motion being the ground of a 
parliamentary proceeding, he conceived 
that it would be \.onsenied to without op¬ 
position. He should therefore < ontent 
himsebAvith simply moving, That there 
be laid before the house an aceount of all 
captures made at sea by the na\ al lorees 
of tins country, wdiicU were claimed to 
remain, and w^hich did remain, at the dis¬ 
posal of the C-ro\vn since tlm year 179'.?, 
specifying each cajitnre and its amount, 
with the particular appropriation ol’ the 
proceeds thereof.'’ 

TTie Chancellor of } Fxcheqv-er doubted 
whether the? .sjieeifieaiiori of every indivi¬ 
dual capture could be obtained. At niny 
rate, such a specification would require 
considerable time to prepurj. He entered 
into an explm^ition of the j/ght of his ma¬ 
jesty to these Droits, whiA resolved itself 
YouX. . jr 
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intp tw'o distinct parts: the right of the 
crown, and the ri^Tit as lord high admiral. 
If any complaint were made with respect 
to tile mode in which the fund lad been 
appropriated by‘the‘cro^n, that might 
form the ground of parlianientaiy enquiry 
and reprehension ; but with regard to the 
fund itself, the light of the crown to the 
af)])ropriation of it wtis unquestionable. A 
.considerable projiortion of this fund had 
been grantedTo captors under various cir- 
cumstances; many grants had been made 
for the public service ; and, it being com¬ 
pletely under his majesty’s controul, grants 
had also bc^en occasionally made for the 
benefit of thci younger branches of the 
royal family. None of these ap{>ropria- 
tions could be characterii^ed as misappli¬ 
cations. The bon. l)aron(>t had an uii- 
doubtdd right to know" what was tlu'. gross 
aiUotmt of that fund, and what part re¬ 
mained undisposed. If, on the production 
of those accounts, the lion, baronet shoulit 
require an account of the mode in which 
the fund had been appropriated, the house 
would doubtless expect some strong alle¬ 
gations before they would consent to his 
request. Fur these reasons, and to facili¬ 
tate the attainment of the hon. baronet's 
object, he submitted to him the propriety 
of confining his motion to the total amount 
of the captures from the period mentioned 
by him, and of that [lart of the proceeds 
of those captures which remaiiYcd undis¬ 
posed of at the present time. 

Sir F. Burden had no objeclipn to fol¬ 
low the line chalked out by the right hon. 
gent.; ft»r the great object he had in view 
at tills time Wiis to haN e tiie amount befure 
the luuise. He had not, indeed, as yet 
stated any facts of misapplication; yet he 
apprehended the housi?, wmuld not endure 
that so large a sum should be at tl^G dis¬ 
posal of the crovvn, without any inquiry, 
even although it should be admitted that 
the crovvn had the legal right, of wdiich,, 
howevttjr, ccmsiderable doubts were enter- 
taiiuid, , 

Sir C. Pole expressed his approbation of 
the motion of tlu^. hon. baronet, for all his 
reflections on tlic subject convince^ him 
that the admiralty court ought to be upon 
a new fooling. 

The Advocate General observed, that the 
admiralty court had nothing to do witK 
the subject of thif< motion. Before the 
house proceeded any further in it, it was 
proper that it should knpw what grounds^ 
coulfi be made out for an inquiry. The 
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double cap^acitv. That which was seized j 
. before the dccfanition of w ar, and the is- | 
suing of letters "of marque and reprisals, 
belonged to him,;w/r eoroz/ff. That whic h 
was captured aftei^warvls wms his as lord 
high admiral, whose rights accrued to the j 
t crown whem the odice was put into com¬ 
mission. But it waiJthe custom to give 
up what part belonged to him in this ca¬ 
pacity, or, after the issuing of reprisals, to 
the captors. Another species of property 
w^as that which was captured in port, or 
by such as were not licensed ca^)t()rs. 
This was properly tlie Droits of Admi¬ 
ralty, and belonging to the king m vir¬ 
tue of the office of high admiral. In 
1795, when the French made an irrn}>tioii 
into Holland, encouragement was hr Id out 
to the inhabitants to remove to a iientval 
country, and if they did this, the pi‘H)perty 
detained here on that occasion w as to tbe 
restored to them. But as tiu y had not 
done this, it was condemned to the crown 
as taicen before reprisals. The Spanish 
property seized before reprisals in 1796, 
was also condeniiied as the Droits of the 
Admiralty. On the breaking out of the 
war in May, 1803, hostilities were not 
commenced against Holland till the 16th 
of June following ; Dutch property, how ¬ 
ever, was detained in the mean time, and 
afterwards condemned as prize to the crow^n. 
Spanish, Prussian, and Danish property 
was condemned under similar ci|-cum- 
stanccs, the captors having no claim ; and 
in case of a convention to restore it at the 
end of the w ar, the crow^n w^ouid be botuid 
to do so. But no convention of that sort 
existed, and consequently the properly re¬ 
mained at the disposal of the crown. Then 
how was it applied ? A moiety, or perhaps 
two-lhirds was grafted as a reward to the 
capXo^—a circumstance that must be 
pleasing to the hon. baronet (Pole) who 
was so anxious fur the interests ol' the naval 
service. Another part had been applied 
to the relief of the public exigencies of 
the state, to th^ extent of two millions— 
one having been grahted some time ago, 
and another lately. Part had been applied 
to the relief of those who had suflered 
from ‘the breaking out of tlie w ar. The 
Spanish government had sequestrated pro¬ 
perty belonging to this country, which, by 
a stipulation in the treaty of Amiens, they 
had engaged to restore. This was not 
done, and of the captured property 
P ^elonjdiilLg to the crown, was applied to 
thfejw|^of the suflei'ers. Another part 
to captors who had not 
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been allowed to act under the ordinary 
discretionary powers; and another to those 
who had suftered from the insolvency of 
captors. These bad been the diflerent 
modes in which this property had been 
disposed of. But he did not by any mean& 
wisli to keep out of view, that a very small 
part of it had, out of his majesty's grace, 
and liberality, been conferred on the 
younger branches of his family. Was lie 
tlu‘ only father in the kingdom who was 
not to be allowed to make grants out of 
I'uiub;, ajqn rtaining to him by law, to hh 
own children? If any thought so, he was 
iu>t ashamed to say that he diffi’ved from 
them. Th(‘ house would dispos(^ of the 
moiiun us it pleased, but no instance of 
misapplication had hei n slated ; no grounds 
of inquiry had been laid. The house w'as 
competent, certainly, to g<» into such an 
inquiry, but in his opinion no reason had 
been assigned for the exercise of its riglU 
on the J)resent occasion. 

Mr. f.nslii.ttgl07} perfectly agreed with 
the hist sjieaker, that this motion had no 
reference to the Admiralty Court. He 
also agreed with him in the greater pait^ 
of what he said relative to the right of Abe 
crown to this property ; but diffi red from 
him materially as to the constantpr fpriety 
of the application. One inslanae of mis¬ 
application he would state to'the house. 
An hon. barom t (sir H. Pophain) whom 
he saw in his place, had, in the year 1787, 
obtaineAl leave of absence on half pay from 
thft naval service, in which lie was then a 
lieutenant. He, went to Usteud, and there 
procured a ship, the Etruseo, bearing the 
imperial flag, in which he freiglitcd a 
cargo for the East Indies*! He th<;re ex¬ 
changed Ins vessel for an American ship, 
and carried a cargo to Canton in China; 
havihg taken in a fresh cargo there, of 
which a‘French supercargo at Canton had 
a'share, he sailed lirst for In land, and 
from that to Dungeness, where he landed 
goods, or, in plain English, smuggled 
them. Lieut. Bowen of tlie Brilliant fri¬ 
gate, capt. Robinson, se ized the .ship in 
Ostend Roads, afti r a person had escmied 
on sliorc with part of the goods. This 
vessel was brou^it^ to judgment in the 
Admiralty Court.* During the proceed¬ 
ings, the hon. baronet claimed his share of 
the cargo and freight; but when it be- 
camri necessary to serve a proces.s of the 
court upon him, he was not to be found, 
and, in shortlhad absconded. The ship 
was condemns!; but for the trouble^ 
fhe inconvenient, and loss of time occa- 



sioiiecl in the prosecution of the busin(*s, 
capt. Robinson did not receive one shil¬ 
ling. Yet afterwards, in conse(juence of a 
tj casury w?in ant, signed by the niarcjuisof 
Blandford and j\1r. I-ong, founded upon a 
report for that purpose, reluctantly signe d, 
as he understood, by the right lion. gent, 
(the Advoc;Ue-(General) 25,000/. was re¬ 
quired to the hon. baronet; being the 
amount of his claim, and that too without 
deducting liom it any of the cxpences of 
the process. It was some time, indeed, 
before the right hon. gent, (the Advocatc- 
CTencral) could be induced to give a rc- 
coininendatjon to this effect, and liis scru¬ 
ples were highly to his credit. These 
circumstances formed part of the Records 
of tile Admiralty ("ourt, hut he had only 
seen the pap(‘rs that morning. Here, then, 
was an application of a large sum as a re¬ 
ward for a violation of the laws of the 
country. He was glad, tliercfore, that a 
disposition appeared to examine this sub¬ 
ject, but he thought the business would be 
very imperfectly done unless thd hopse 
attended to tf»c application of the money, 
which w'as, jierhaps, the most material 
point of the whole. 

hir Home Popha?n observed, that having ^ 
becjii thus personally attacked, lie couhl 
not but <dK*r a few observations in his own 
vindicatiom Althougli, if the hon. gent, 
who had thrown out such aspersions as 
had never been used in that housi^, had 
given him any previous intimation of his 
intention to bring forward circumstances 
ill ivhich he was particularly concerned, 
he would have been better prepared to 
meet his statement. He would, how'ever, 
now'^ advert to apjain and wtU knowm fact. 
The house wmuld recollect he went to the 
East Indies tit a period of profound peace, 
and luid been there employed in tlie •»cr- 
vice of the East India Company. « If the 
hon. gent, w’ould consult the records of th** 
India House, he would find that lord 
('ornwallis, the Governor General, and the 
Council, had recommended him strongly 
to the Court, of Directors, and said that he 
had deserved that the directors should 
npply to the Admiralty to promote him. 
lie had besides received acknowledgments 
and presents for his services. If, from his 
^ anxiety to be actively employed, and to 
gam experience in Ins profession, he had 
in a'nioment of irritation gone out to India 
under a neutral flag (which perhaps*he 
now regretted), he had only followeil the 
example of many other nav^ oflicers, and 
he could not htlp thinking m strange^ that 
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after the lapse of more than 20 years, he 
sh()i>ld thus be singled out for peculiar ani¬ 
madversion. He trusted lie might be al¬ 
lowed to say, that his exertions in India 
must have been of a %ery extraordinary 
nature to induce thfe (tOVCitj^i*-G eneral in 
Couneil to recommend him at home as he 
had done. By the term ‘ extraordinary,.' 
he meant only that those services had been 
of a description wduch w'ere deemed de¬ 
serving of marke/l approliation. lie trusted 
also, that in no action of his, had he had any 
sort of connection with smugglers, as stated 
by the hon. gent, or that lie had even 
violated tlie laws of the country, without 
having at the same time done something, , 
which more than coiu[)eusated for the in¬ 
jury sustained. 

Mr. Sheridan fully agreed with the hon. 
captain^ that after the attack w'hich had 
been made upon him, the matter ought 
nol*to rest there. It was due both to the 
house and himself, that the matter should 
be investigated. He also agreed, that his 
hon. fricml behind him might have given 
some notice of his intention; but then it 
was to be observed, that he had only read 
the papers that morning, and had stated 
the facts upon an occasion which had sud¬ 
denly arisen. But if it was necessary to 
have this affair inquired i ito, upon the 
statement of Iiis hon. friend, it w^as much 
more so after the defence of the hon. cap¬ 
tain. The hon. captain stated, ^that he 
had dotic as many other officers had done, 
sailed under a neutral flag, in a moment 
of irritation, for the purpose of obtaining 
professional knowledge and experience, 
lie had heard of other officers^who had 
done so, but then they liad engaged in 
the w ars of foreign powers ; hon. 

captain could incrcas^ his professional 
knowledge by lauding teas at Dunge- 
ness- . 

The Chancellor' of the Exchequer called 
the right hon. gent, to order ; it was im¬ 
possible for him to sit still and hear an 
attack t!pon any member under such cir¬ 
cumstances ; It was Mot consonant to the 
rules of justice wdiich ought to be observ¬ 
ed to every man, that a conversation aris¬ 
ing collaterally should be brought »for- 
ward, and carried on by remarks uttered 
in the tone and manner used by tho right 
hon. gent. To what purpose was this 
done } Was there a motion before the 
house, the event of wffiich would be to cen¬ 
sure or acquit the hon. captain ? He ap¬ 
pealed to the right hon. eent.^s own can- 
, dour on the subject; for he was sure that 

2 G 2 
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he was the last man who, on cool rcflec- 
^ tion, would persevere in any unfair or 
illiberal line of conduct. 

The expressed his o'jiinionj that 

• by ab^cainiiig froin any furtluT remarks 
“ on this part (tTthe debate, the house uoidd 
best consult its own dignity, 

Mr. Sheridan, though he did not com¬ 
plain of the right hon. gent, for having 
interrupted him, must contend that 'he 
was airictiy in order. T|je learned gentf 
opposite having asserted that there was 
not a single iaslance of m3sapi)ropriation 
of the fund under discussion, lus hon. 
friend who was in possession of a flag¬ 
rant instance oTmisappropriation, and who 
knew that the hon. knight was in his 
place to defend himself, had stated that 
instance. Having litard the hon. cap¬ 
tain’s answer, in ^^ln(‘h he did not deny 
the accusation, hn accusation founded not 
loosely, but on recorded facts, it appeared 
to him, and he was justified in arguing 
that/he subject ought to be most narrowdy 
investigated. With regard to the subject 
more irmnediately before the house, if the 
Droits were originally hi.s majesty’s un¬ 
doubted right, still in progress of many 
wars, they might have aniounte<l to such 
a sum, that it would he necessary to re¬ 
vise the right, and to say wheiher or not 
it was sale to trust the disposal of so much 
money emt of the controul of parliament. 
He shotdd add only a few words on that 
pari of tlic question which relatcd^to the 
application ol' the money arising from 
these Droits, flc had no hcsilalion in 
saying, that he nor ordy did not censure, 
but Jhi ^ordiaily concurred in, and ap¬ 
proved of that part of the appdication this 
day avowcil his majesty’s Judge Advo¬ 
cate, namely, his jnajesty’s gracious gifts 
to the younger branches of his illustrious 
family. So far.wa^Ti he from olijccting to 
thesS acts of his majesty’s paternal gene¬ 
rosity, that he lamented that his majesty’s 
royal munificence had been confined to 
the younger branches of his august family. 
Had the heir apparent participated in It, 
he believed the house and the country 
would have not merely been satisfied, but 
' gratified ; for never must it be forgotten, 
that the prince had an unliquidated claim, 
which, greatly to his honour, feeling for 
the public burthen and the difficulty of 
the times, bad been, by his royal high¬ 
ness’s esptcss desire, suspended, but not 
abanMlied ; he meant the arrears of the 
, ^f Cornwall : that debt still re- 
indisputably duej either from the 
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soyercign or the public ; and, towards the 
discharge of that debt, he could not con¬ 
ceive an application of the iinuls now un¬ 
der discussion, more- grateful to t?iie people, 
than in part directing them towards that 
object. His majesty’s munificence to¬ 
wards the younger branehos of his august 
family, was an act of bounty, m the tatter 
case it would be an act, not of bounty 
merely, l)ut of justice. 

The Advocate General said, that this 
property was not property condemned to 
the crown, hut came by a forfeiture, which 
cm good grounds might justly he remitted. 
The ground on which he n cominfuded 
thc^ grant to the hon. captain, was this. 
He liad gone to Ostend, and from that 
sailed under a foreign flag to India. If 
he was restrained as a British subject Ifom 
doing so by the law of l\is country, un- 
cjurstionably this was a violation of it. 
But it was perfectly well known to the 
Indian government, that he w as there, and 
it was the policy at that time to encou¬ 
rage exportation from India in foreign ves¬ 
sels. \Vhatever ollence had been commu¬ 
ted, was against the East India C’oinpany, 
and as the}^ had by in’iplication remitted 
it, he thought himself justified in recom¬ 
mending the remission of the forieitg^re. 

Mr. Tkmej/ called the right bori. gent. 
to order, as he was entering yipon a de¬ 
fence of the hon. captain, instead of con¬ 
fining himself to the facts for his own jus¬ 
tification.—Some discussion arose here 
about the cpiestion under discussion, whe¬ 
ther It was the original motion or the 
amendment suggested by the chancellor 
of the exchequer, and in some measure 
assented to. ^ 

Lord Folkestone said, hi‘ thought the de¬ 
bate should proceed on the <friginal mo- 
tiotv; for he was .sure the hon. baronet 
who m^de it, wished to have a full and 
Qomplete account of those Droits, and also 
of the application of the money arising 
from them. The original motion w'ouki, 
in his Opinion, ellect this; but he did not 
think the amendment would, and there¬ 
fore he thought the original motion should 
be persisted in. ' 

Sir F. Burden said, that in making 
the motion, he certainly wished foi\ tin*, 
fullest discovery as to the Droits, and 
also the application of the money arising 
from them: it was matter of very great 
imjfortance, and which he, as a member 
of parliament, thought he had a right to 
demand. Fram the candid and liberal 
Aanner in wfa\h the the wght hon. the 
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cliaucellor of the exchequer had expresKecf 
hiJiiself, ill iijlroducing his amendnjfuitj iie 
felt extremely inclined to accede to it; 
but iVoin the*unexpected turn which the 
debate iiad taken, and the disclosure of so 
eKtravLigaut and llagrant a misapplication 
of 'll certain part of the money arising 
from tlie proceeds, his opinion was greatly 
alUred, and he thought.his duty recpiired 
that he should persist in his motion as it 
had been originally introduced. 

The Advocate iycncral proceeded to 
state, that tlie hon. captain, when in India, 
\\ ;us known to persons in the higjic.st oilices 
tliere to be a hriiisli siiliject ; that he was 
•very niueli countenanced by them, and in 
con.'^equcnce of the services he had ren- 
dert‘d the Ka.st India (’onipaiiy, by taking 
the soundings of Prince of \Vale.s\s Island, 
aiul other ])arls in those seas, he had re- 
etdved such lecoinmeiidations to the Court 
of Directors, as had jirocurcd him some 
\(‘rv valuable pi\‘sents from them. From 
India he had, luma ver, sailed to China, 
ami at Canton liad taken in a cav^o tea 
without any liceiu e Iroin the India ('om- 
pan\, which rendered the transaction a 
1)reach of the law, and as sucli the cargo 
was liable to forfeiture ; but it was not a 
Droit of tile Admiralty ; it was not what 
h'afl fallen lo the king as a cajiturc in time 
ofw.ir, but was merely wiiat became ves«- 
cd in Ills inajesty as a fortVitiire. in coiu-r- 
quence of llie cargo being illt'gab for want 
of a brmice from die Hast India C'oitipany. 
With th.^ cargo of tax, the hon. barvon-l 
was proceeding to Ostend, in the vffip 
idrusco, when she was met with ; lu! 
seiiital by Ins majc'>tjPs ship the Brilliant; 
ami the ^hip anil part of the cargo were 
condeinueil, for tlie benefit of the captor.^; 
but this part the cargo, which was llio 
properly of tlu; hon. (,aj>tuin, became vest¬ 
ed in the king as a forfeit ; and lyidcr 
all the circumstanees of tlu; case, it be¬ 
came a ijuestion w lndher it was a fit for¬ 
feiture fur the crown to lake advantage 
of. On a mature and deliborate^conside- 
ration of the case, he w as of opinion that 
n was not; and therefore he advised the 
rennssion of it, wincli aee»rdingly took 
place. As he had before staled, this fund 
Was given to tin*, king for*his sole use; 
ancHuHiad out of it made several grants 
Tor piftiiic and national purposes, lie hiul 
also granted .several sums out of it for the 
Use and benefit of the younger branches* 
of the royal family ; and he thought his 
tnajesty had most undoubted right to do 
unless it shoiild be expeetjed that he 
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should be the only father of a family in 
111 is country wlio was not at lil>erfy to 
shew pecuniary favoifrs to bis ofIsj)ring. 
There might be thosc’who thought other- 
w'ise ; but. he was not ashamed to jay, 
tliat he ddiered entirely'witly them on 
tint liead. He begged pardon for so long 
a trespass on the time of the house; but 
thought it necessary to state these cir- 
cumstTinces, as it had been said, that he 
felt.a reluctance to sign the warrant of 
remission. * 

Mr. Lushia^ton^m explanation, said, that 
he had heard it was with reluctance that the 
right hon. gent, w ho spoke last had signed 
the watrrant, for the restitution ot' the pro¬ 
perty ot‘ the hon. captain, and he had 
stated it a^ a fitet which he thought highly 
honourable to the character of the right 
lioii. and learned gent. With respect to 
w hat liad been said by the hon. captain, as 
to hls^mVlng brought forward this subject 
thus suddenly, without having given him 
any intimation of it, the fact was, that he 
had heard of this transaction some time 
ago, and finding the motion which had 
b(‘en made w as to come on that evening, 
he Irad purposely gone to the Admiralty 
to look Into the rccortls of this transaction ; 
that this had taken up so nuich time, 
be w’as not able to get dow’ii to the house 
till the motion was made, and then, not 
know liig the hon. capt. sight, he had 
even u'^ked <me or two of hi^ friends ii he 
was in lli'j lumse. w'ho told him that he 
was. Had the hon. captain been absent, 

' n was his inreiuion to have staled the tvans- 
aciiori wiihout mentioning names, and have 
left that to some futuia* occasion. As the 
right hon. ami learned "gent, had how'cver 
expressly slated, that no misapplication of 
the monev arising from this I'unn had taken 
place, ho thought it his duly to mention it 
in the way he liad done,^ In* thought if a 
mo.st glaring and flagrant misapplication, 
and what ought to he more particularly 
enquired Into, 

Mr. said, ho thought this motion 

was intended to come at* a very important 
fact, viz. the amount of the proceeds aris¬ 
ing from these Droit.s; and, as such, he 
would vote in favour of it; the amend¬ 
ment being, in his opinion, a colourable 
pri'lcncc for weakening and curtailing the 
effect of it. 

'rhi*. Chancellor of the Exchequer rose for 
the purpose of proposing his amendment; 
but 

The iS^eoA:(fr told him he could not speak, 
tq the whole motion^ having spoken be- 
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' "forei and must therefore confine himself to 
explanation. r 

Mr. Hmkmon then rose, and moved an 
amendment to the foTlowini?purport/^That 
the^^ be laid before this house, an Ac¬ 
count of ti'C nett proceeds paid into the 
Begjstry of the Court of Admiralty, or to 
the Receiver General of Droits, of ail pro¬ 
perty condemned to his majefjty as Droits, 
cither in right of his crown or in right of 
the office of lord high admiral, since ♦♦he 
1st of Jan. 1793, and of the balance now 
remaining thereIn.^^ 

The Chancelhr of ihe Exchc(p(€r^ in ex¬ 
planation, said, that so far from the amend¬ 
ment beinga colourable pretence to weaken 
or curtail the efl’cet of the original motion, 
it would have the direct contrary tendency; 
for the hon. baronct\s intention would be 
more fully answered by it, than by the 
wiginal motion. The hon. bardnet want¬ 
ed to obtain the fullest discovery <ff the 
amount of droits, and this the Amendment 
would procure most efiectually ; and it 
would be only to wait a few days, and 
then he might, when he was in possession 
©f the amount of this fund, move for an 
accouiit of the application of it. lie had 
before stated, that this fund, whether wise¬ 
ly or unwisely, was not then the question, 
had been left to the sole disposal of the 
crown. If, however, that house or any 
member of it was of opinion that this fund 
amounted to such an enormous sum as ought 
not to be vested in any one without the 
controul of parliament, and wished to bring 
the subject under the consideration of the 
house, such member had a right to move 
for sych accounts as would be necessary 
to bring the question properly before the 
house. If the question arose out of the 
amount of*the sums of wdiich this fund 
consisted, then ‘it was necessary to know 
wRat those surqc,, were, and when that 
was once given, the next question would 
naturally arise, as to its application. As 
' to the instance which had been men¬ 
tioned of the hon.captain behinihira, part 
of the cargo, whict was his own property, 
became forfeited to the crown from a 
breach of the law in a case which the 
East India Company might have licenced, 
and in consequence of the services which 
the hon. baronet had rendered the crown 
and his country, also from his services 
while he was in India, it had been thought 
fit, under all the circumstances of the 
case, to remit the forfeiture; but the 
, ^mission of a forfeit was nothing like 
grant of droits, and therefore he thougl^t 
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^ot at all applicable to the present de¬ 
bate. 

Mr. Adam said, he wished as much 
as any one that this question* shoald come 
to a lull and complete issue, and this could 
only be attained by ])rocuring an ample 
and perfect accountof the amount of those 
droits ; and it w^as his o})iiiionthat tiie mo¬ 
tion made by the hon. baronet could not 
attain that object. He thought at the 
same time that the ameiulmcmt was capa¬ 
ble of ellccting it; but still he thought 
that was in itself defective, inasmuch as it 
did not go to the a])pIi(‘ation of the money 
arising irorn those droits. Would that be 
proper at the present moment ? lie thought 
not, but that it would comt' with be tter 
eliect after the house had obtained the 
amount of the fund in question. He u as 
of opinion that the transaction which had 
been mentioned by his hon. iViend near 
him ought to be inquired into, but not ni 
this way. The droits of the Admiralty 
had been left at the sole disposal of the 
king*, and in 1795, his majesty gave for 
public purposes the money arising from 
several Dutch prizes, which amounted to a 
million ; and the house by their accept¬ 
ance, had sanctioned the right of the king's 
disposing of those droits which way lie 
thought proper. Still, fow^ever, this 1‘und ■ 
appeared to be too great to be ])ossess- 
ed by any one without being subjected 
to the controul of parliament, especi¬ 
ally if it could be shewn that there had 
been any instances of a misapplication 
of *thc money arising from it. He hoped, 
therefore, the hon. l>aionet might be in¬ 
duced to withdraw his motion, and let 
the amendment be adopted, which in 
his mind would inore'completely answer 
the purposes he wished to attain. 

^ Sir C* Pole disapj)roved of both the 
original motion and the amendment, and 
proposed a motion of his ow n, by w hich 
the gross proceeds and net proceeds were 
required to be stated in distinct columns, 
&c. Alluding to the delay in the distri¬ 
bution of* prize-money, he instanced an 
officer who had received, only last May, 
his share of prize-money, for a vessel cap¬ 
tured twenty years ago.—^The house then 
divided, when there appeared for the Ori¬ 
ginal Motion ‘57. For the Amendment 
82. Majority for the Amendment '/d* ^ ^ 

List qf the Minority, 

Abercromby, J. Baring, A. 

Agar, £. F, Bouverie, £. 

Anstruther, sir J, Bradshaw, A. 0. 

Baring, T, \ Bi;4nd,T. 
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Byng, George 

Miller, sir T. 1 

(.'aleraft, Jn(jn 

Mills, C. 

C'alcraft, sir G.*, 

Mills, W. 

(Javeudish, lord G. 

Moore, P. 

('aveudiftli, W^n. 

Newport, sir J. j 

( sivendisli, G. 11. C. 

()rd(?, W. 

Gocks, K. L\ 

Ossulstoii, lord 

Condje, 11. C. 

I'c-tty, lord H. 

(Ji covey, r. 

Pole, s;r M. 

Culidjurr, J. Jl. 

Ponsonby, F. 

Kdeii, W. F. 

Poiihoiiby, G. 

FolkcMonc, vjscount. 

Pnitic, F. A. 

Giattaii, 11. 

Pyin, 1'. 

Grcciiliill, R. 

Russell, lord W. 

llarvoy, l\. 

Shalvcspearc, A. 

Hd)l)c;i, G. 

Sharpe, R. 

'llorricT, F, 

Shelly, T. 

ifni.t, R. 

Slieiidan, R. B. 

Jnplebv, sir W. 

Tiernev, G. 1 

l-amb/VV. 

Ward,*J. W. j 

IJojd, J. R. 

Waidfl, Vv . L. 1 

l.oiianiaii, (i. 

Whitbread, S. j 

J.yttk too, W. 11. 

Wiudijam, W. 

]^lncdrni;dd, .1. 

Tellers. 

.Markham, J. 

Burdftt, ‘'ir Francis 

Martin, U. 

Lusbiiigion, b. 

ExenruLEK Bili.u 

Regul.m'ion Bill.]* 


Mr. liuskmon moved the third reudm^ 
ot‘ the bill I’or iv|^ulatiiig the issuing and 
payment of l^xehequer Ijills. The bill 
was read a third time, after which, 

Mr. liorntr, adverting to the circum¬ 
stance of tlie t reatioii ol’a new place, that 
<»f paymaster of rxeiiec]u<*r bills by this 
bill, aiid the establishment ol new modes of 
contracting for the eireulalion of exehc- 
(juer bills, said, he did not mean to object 
to either in that stage of the bill, but frk 
it his duty to call the attention ot tlie 
house to one clause in the bill, wliieh ap¬ 
peared to him of inucii more serious con¬ 
sequence. The clause he alluded to was 
that which exempted persons who might 
contract under the bill, for the circulation 
of exchequer bills, from the operation of* 
the 22d of the king, which disqualified all 
contractors from seats in that house. He 
tlierefore sliould move to have that clause 
left out of the bill. ^ 

Mr. Jluskisson shewed that the clause 
alluded to, had been copied verbatim from 
tlie annual bill, authorising.the issue of 
exchequer bills upon the land and malt 
taxes. The clause extended only to pro¬ 
tect the directors of the bank, with which 
"C’hl^lWWffTbn alone it was proposed to make 
arrangements for the circulation of cxche- 
<iuer bills. No new office was created by 
the bill, that of paymaster of exchequer 
hills having been in existence under the 
former bills. The^^bject of the bill was 
to make permanent regulations for the 


I issue an^ payment of exchequer bills, tmd 
to correct the inconsfetencie,^, which in 
many instances* existed between the pro¬ 
visions of the old bills and the modirn 
practice respecting exchuqfier bj/ls. Be¬ 
sides, tlie 22d of the king could not be 
construed to extend to persons who were 
not contractors for procuring something 
for the*public ’ service, but merely agents 
for (circulating exchequer bills ; otlierwise 
every holder of an •exeb(;qucr bill would 
be disqualified lur a seat in that house. 

The Chaiwcl/ur of the ExJiajucr saiil, the 
clause obje, ted to was a verbatim copy of 
the clause inserted lu every bill, since the 
firstadoptioiiofcxchequcrb 1 11s; andthatit 
merely meant to protect the bank, as 
agents for the lending of money upon ex¬ 
chequer bills. No objection to tliis clause 
hud ever been made before; no actual 
al)Qse t>f*it iiad ever yet been imputed, 
during bO years ; and therefore he saw no 
ground for the present apprehensions. 
Ministers w'ould not probably bring int(> 
that house the brokers employed to circu¬ 
late exchequer bills. 

Mr. Sheridau said, the enormous extent 
to which those bills w^cre issued of late 
years, was a ground of apprehension, from 
ihe increased pow’cr this would give to 
ministers. He stated that, to many of 
the public oflices, viz. to the Treasurer of 
the Navy, instead of cash, the sums to be 
disbursed ibr tlie payment of seaiAens' 
wages, naval expenditures, &.c. were sent 
tlown in exchequer bills, with directions 
that they should be converted into money 
by the regular treasury broker, Mr. Gold- 
smid. Mr. GoldsmidV profits, by* this 
species of brokerage, were enormous in 
the course of the year; and though he 
might have no objection fo sec a man of 
his respectable charact ej^^ member 
that house, yet he did noTVish to have 
the field opened for others. He considered 
the clause as a virtual violation of the 
letter and spirit of the 22d of the king, 
which excluded from the^house all public 
contractors. Ministers avowed, that this 
clause was merely to protect the Bank 
from the operation of that statute. They; 
were already protected by another law’; 
it was, therefore, superfluous. 

Mr. Rose defended the clause as being 
precisely the same as had been always 
adopted in bills of this nature. The idea 
of influence such as rendered men incapa¬ 
ble of sitting in the house of commons on 
account qf contracts, could not apply to 
the purchasers of exchequer bills,^unles& 
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thet were what might be called .brokers 
.. of them. • 

llord M. Peti^ ojiposcd the clause, and 
said that the house should be jealous, of all 
possible encroachments upon its purity 
and constitutional independence; and in 
compliance with the sjiirit of that act 
which excluded from parliarpent all public 
contractors, ministers were callecf on in 
proof of their sincerity, not to on 

retaining'a pugatory clause for a pur]»osc 
already provided for by another law^ 

Mr. Adam was of the same opinion. He 
,gave a history of the act of \iy2 by which 
contractors were disabled I'nnn situng in 
parliament. The part of the hill which 
made exceptions in favour of the directors 
of the bank and otluT public lunlies, w^as 
adopted on his suggestion. He thought 
the clause in (juesticn an unnecessary act 
of powder, which would create jdal^u^y^ in 
the public, and produce no good wliat<wer, 
for the bill would be complete without it; 
and therefore he recommended it to be 
left out. 

The Chancellor of ihe Exchequer admitted, 
that he saw at present no strong rc^ason for 
retaining the clause, nor was he a^vare, 
until this night, that it was liable to any 
strong objections. However, he was wai¬ 
ling to adjourn the further proceedings 
until to-morrow. He should, in the mean 
time, re-consider the subject, tmd if he saw 
no siifficient reason for retaining»the clause, 
he should not then oppose its expunction. 

.—The third reading was accordingly post¬ 
poned. 


HOUSE or COAmUNs. 

• Friday y Febniarj/ 12. 

Account of Sums issued out of the 
BxcnEaoER.1 .^,,Tyir. Jlenjy Martin, pur¬ 
suant to notice^ rose to move, That there 
be laid before the house, an Account of 
all sums of money which have been issued 
to any persons between the ^th of Jan. 
1793, and 5th of Jan. 1802, out of his ma¬ 
jesty’s Exchequer, or by the Paymaster 
of the Forces, without other account than 
%och as should be rendered thereof to his 
majesty, or to the lords commissioners of 
his majesty’s Treasury for the time being, 
specifying the persons to whom, the times 
when, and the services for which all such 
Bums have been issued; together with a 
list of the pei*soii8 whg have rendered ac¬ 
counts of any of the said sums to the lords 
of the treasury, i^ecifying the times wljen 
afcouQts were reffpeetively delivered. 
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land the times when any, and which of 
.such accounts, have been passed.” lliis 
was part of a motion which he had made 
in the last session, though he had, on the 
suggcstion%)f the difficulty of making out 
the account in its more extended' form, 
consented to narrow his motion in that 
instance. As it was material that the 
house should he in possession of every in¬ 
formation respecting that part of the pnl)- 
lic (xpenditurr to which his motion re- 
(eiTcd, he felt il to be his duty to bring it 
forward at this eaily period of tlic session 
in the whole extent of his original proiio- 
siiion. As he was not aware of any ob¬ 
jection that could be made to the produc¬ 
tion of the papers he called for, lie s]joul<l 
barely submit hi.s motion to the house. 

A convcr.salion of some length toulv 
place on the question being put, in wdneiv 
the Chancellor * of the Excln ijuer, IMv. 
Hnskisson, IMr. Pose, and IVIr. Long, 
though they had no objection to the jinn- 
cipKi of tlui motion, yet put il to the hon. 
*gcnt. whether, as this object w'as to he 
brought under the consideration of llif' 
Finance (aimmittce, In would not del.iy 
jwessing any motion upon it, till that coin- 
inittci.should liaverojioned tlicreon. They 
likewise stated, lliai to call for these papers, 
in this insian'^'u, wlicn the different othc(‘s 
were eiig UTcd in comyilying wdth tlie pre- 
cc|)is of tin* Committee of Finance, would 
be jnoductive of much inconvenience, and 
even if tht*y did order them, it would take 
a^'year at least to make the return to the 
order; tliat it was impossible, in many in¬ 
stances, to comply w ith the terms of’ the 
motion, particularly^ as to ihe dates at 
wdiich tile accounts had been separately 
examined, there being flio entry in the 
.minutes to that cftect, and ihe practice 
havjng been, before the adoption of the 
existing regulations, for either of the lords 
commissioners of the treasury, as the oc¬ 
casion might .serve, to examine any of the 
accounts given in to the treasury. They 
observed, too, that the order of last session 
had been complied with in 34 days after 
it was made; because by the regulations 
acted upon since the year 1802, the ac¬ 
counts were filed in the offices, and there 
was no difficulty in taking thern^ofF the 
file to return to the order of the^house'; 
but as no such regulation existed previous 
to that period, there would be much dif¬ 
ficulty, inconvenience, and delay, in runi- 
magihg the offices in order to comply 
■with the order of the i»use. Upon these 
grounds, they put it to the hoa. gent, who- 
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iher he would still persist in pressing his tion .of their lordsln'ps to a suBjeli, per- ^ 
Jiiolioii at present. haps of as miieh importnifce as imy (hat 

Mr. IMai'fin, Mr. Calrrafi, Mr. Tierney, ever came R(*fore t/iein. It inu^,JTie aaicl, 
and sir John New port, considering the irn- liave oeemred to' ev^ery nob^'Torfh^liat 
})orUince ot having these acfcnints brought the issuing of iiies^i‘Orders iiAvOmlcil had 
imdcr the notice ol' [larliament, thought setup a new and un[>reret!cnt(M| systeni 
tliat the motloti ought to be complied with, ot w.irfare, winch, Iroin the immense 
as any trouble that might lie occcisioneil magnitude^ual un[)o>'r<iMce oi’ the snhject, 
by a complii^ce wdth tlie order ol tinit required the most mature deliberation, 
house, woiil^lall upon tlu' ser^a^tS()f tlie hi calling their Jurddiips’ aUciiUoii to this 
])ubli(:, in /fie discharge oC tljeir regular subject, he wl^lual thcMi to bear in mind 
duty, and ctu’talniy such nn ouvcnienee five points. lie mu-.t suppose, in the' 
\vas not to b(‘ considtued m tiie evercise first pl<u;e, that mmisleiv^ pnwuous to issu¬ 
ed'the constitutioual control of that house, mg these* Orders, h.id s vlistjed themselves 
upon all matters of account touching tlu* wilh resje-ct to their U'gality, both’ as re- 
juiblic expinidirurc. 11’ the return conhl filing to the law of nations and to the 
not he made till after a long interval, then statuie law j iu; must also suj)pc-sc, so¬ 
il w.is tlu* more necessary that the order condly, that tliey were s;Oi,du*d that th^re 
siiould be made to call for it so iiiucb the was a instdiahk* ground ior i^^inrsg the:c; 
cailici. As to tlu* investigation of tlu* Ordeis; ihndly, rliat'ju*> raa!sosit!S- 
s;il>)t*ct by the (’o'iimittce of J'inance, the) lieil* t?iat it w s cKpedio^it ap'dy -hat 
had reason to think, that iioiu* of the ac- ground; fm.rlhiy, tii il ih * mamu r and 
counts red'ericd to in tln.-^ motion, were laid linie of issumg tlie.n a, -e l>'‘aci a ly those 
before tlial committee; and thoii’gh the winch w'ere p.r per : tlu* fifth point w^a•; of 
pnpcis could not be proiluccd during the a inoie trifhng nature, Imt iqi^'fi wdiich 
jiresc-nt session, that WMs not a reason w hy their lordships, pfudnips, might iiave a 
the motion should nut be complied w ith, great deal of* trouble ; lie meant i he intelli- 
If the return should not lx* made this ses- gibiiity of the (yrrlers. PeJhre. [on\awer, 
sion, or acc'ording to the ti rin') of the mc>- f^oing into a discussion on the e'points, he 
tion, it wu)u!d next si'ssion, and eonforma- thought il necessary jjfp stale the circum- 
bl\ to such (locumenls a^ miglit be found stances coimecred vvltli the su’oject. On 
ill the oflices, and llu* lu-n, mover mieht in tlie 21 si of iSov. iSOO, the French Decree 
the next session, bring loiwaid anv pro- of Blockade was issued at Berlin., It wavs 
jiositum w lilch it might be his intention to soon fdund, that how ever boasting the 
ground uj)oii ihe leturn.—I'pon an imdcip terms of tins decree werO, it was not in- 
.standing to the efiect oi' the latter suite- tended to be executed. The American 
merit, the Charu’cllor of the Exchequer minister at Paris, general Armstrong, 
acceded to tlu* motion, and an ordi r was having made an application to tUc minis- 
inadt*. for the prot|,iu tion of the Ai'counl. U*r of marauu in the aiiscnce of the miiiis- 
[ExciiEucrai Bh.ls Pi gvi.\tion Bill.] ter f«)r foreign afliurs, rcceive/1 for answory 
On the hous? proceeding to the order of oii the 2(ith oi'Dec. that^it wais not intciid- 
the day for resuming the ailjourned pi’o- ed to be a[)plied to Am(*ru an vonscIs^ nor 
ccedings n]>on the third reading * 0 !' (he to intmdere with thc^Skity of 1800 be- 
Exchequer Bills Regulation bill, a slior^ tween France and the Uiiiteil states. On 
discussion took place between the Solicitor tlie .‘31st of Dec. tiiel realy was signed 
general, Mr. S. Thornton, Mr. Huskisson, betw^eeii this country and (lie United 
sir A. Piggott, Mr. Sheridan, ani Mr. 1 lor- States, ])revioiis to which, how ever, his 
ner, wdiich terminated in the erasure of noble friend (lord lU/lland) and himself|. 
the danse objected to, and the adoption of received his majesty’s commands to sign 
^ an amendment moved hy'^Mr. Horner, for a declaration relative to the French de- 
confuiing the protection from the disabl- cvee, w hich was delivered to the American 
lities jmpo.sed by the 22d of the king, so plenipotentiaries, and which was perfectly 
tlie contracts under this bill might well known. Then came the Order in 
^Li^u*t thereto the governor, &,c. of the bank Council of the 7 th of Jan. 1807. It had 
of England.—The bill was then passed. been said, that this Order contained ex- 

• pressions which recognised the principle 
houm: of lords. assumed in the orders of the 11th Nov. ; 

Fdruart/ 15. he contended, on the contrary, that the 

Orders in Oei'NciL.] Lord Auckland •* principle of the former order was merely 
rose, for the purpose of calling the att^n- the rule of J 756^ according to*which the 
VoL.X. • I 'SH ^ ■ 
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enetir^y not to be allowed in tiine of 
’ war ihU benefit of trade which had no 
cxistenSr/n time of |a‘hce ; thus, the ob¬ 
ject Vfchi;:^. Order was to ])rcvent ntaitrals 
from on\a tnule between the 

ports of rhe enemy, incliKliii|^ under the 
term ejiemy, those countries under his in¬ 
fluence. 'J’his was the jjrincjple of that 
Order, and no abstract expressions in it 
ought to be taken for the ^ur])ose of nuikt 
ing it appear to have any other objed 
which it had not. On the 17th of hVh. a 
message was sent by the President of the 
United States to the (’ongress, stating the 
satisfactory explanation, with respect to 
American vessels, wliich had been given 
of the French decree by the French go¬ 
vernment. In July a bill passed their 
lordships house for continuing tin? clleci 
of the provisions of ihe former treaty with 
• ihe United States, without coninumt^or 
observation. On tlie 2dth of Oct. the 
Message from the Piesident r)f the United 
States to Congress again stated the satis¬ 
factory explanation of the French govern¬ 
ment respecting the Decree, as alleetlng 
American vessels; hut 8 days hel'ore that, 
the 18lh, there was a Note fv^un INJe-srs. 
Monro and Pinckney to Mr. Secretary 
Canning, which wa^efore the house, and 
which purjiorted tnli they were satisfied 
with respect to the explanation given ol’ 
the French Decree. Notwithstanding this, 
however, the Order in Council of life 11th 
of November was issued, and upon what 
grounds ?—it w^as said us a measure of re¬ 
taliation : but the justifu alinn faded, in¬ 
asmuch the French Dcciee had not been 
executed. With respect howx vtM*, in the 
fitst instance\ to the legality, be appie- 
hended that the prders in (aiuncil w ere, 
in violation of the law of nations, wdiich 
clearTy prescrilj|^^ii*tfhat iieutial vessels 
thould not be molested in ( iitering the 
ports of an enemy, unless those ports were 
actually blockaded, or unless such vessels 
' were carrying contraband of wftr. He 
tpjjreliended, also, that they contained a 
breach of the statute law in the trade 
which was allowed to the islandsof Guern¬ 
sey •and Jersey, and the Isle of Man. 
As to the grounds whitJi he had heard 
alleged as the justification, or as proving 
the expediency of the.st' Orders, he did not 
think that any one of them at all support¬ 
ed the measure; To talk of starving 
Frarijge, who was in possession of a conti- 
l^^tl^roducing every thing, appeared to 
be a most absurd proportion, 
to effect it, and was it not 


to be apprehended that by attempting to 
starve France w'c might at length teac h her 
to make those artic les which shei had pre¬ 
viously bougiit of us ? There could not, 
in his opinion,•be a worse argument used 
than, that, because Fr.mce hud issued a 
decree against neutial eomrneree, there- 
llire we were to clo ilie same by way of 
relaliation. 'J'hc Fn'ncli ^^Va ree against 
neutrals camlcl not be cjxec'uttV’for want of 
]>ow'er, and it s* eiiied as if ihe cX'lect of our 
Dnhu's in C\)ub<-il w’ouhl be to eairy that 
decree into exc'euLion by destioying the 
trade of neutrals. Was it exj^ected to 
dc riYc any revenue from this measure ? 
he did not think the revenue to he derived 
from it would be worth 5001. We placed 
neutrals between confiscation and confis¬ 
cation; if they went to an cneiny^s port 
w ithout first paying duty here, they WT.re 
to he captured by our cruizers, and if they 
c-ame here and paid duty, then they 
wu)uld be confiscated if they went to the 
ports of the enemy. IIow% then, was it 
to be expected that any revenue could be 
derived to this country from such a mea¬ 
sure, under such circumstances ^ There 
was something absurd in the very titles 
used with respect to this subject; thus, in 
the copy sent to him of the Orders in 
(’ouncil, they w ere stated to be the Orders 
for regulating the navigation of the seas, 
and now" he had hc^ard of the Continental 
Blockade bill. These were high sounding 
titles, but how' would these measures 
really affect our commerce ? He observed, 
from the returns on the table, that the 
exports from the United Kingdom, includ¬ 
ing Ireland, had, for the last 3 years, 
amounted to 123 millions. What they 
miglit amount to by the same period in 
I8CiS, under the influence of these Orders, 
was a srbject to him of anxious considera- 
t.on. In what manner did these Orders 
afiect the West Indies ? He thought that 
the obvious policy would have been to 
have preeltded nedtrals from trading in 
the produce of the cnemy^s colonies ; and 
this upon the just principle, that a neu¬ 
tral liad no right* to a trade during war to 
which he was not entitled during peace. 
Ministers had, hcjwever, adopted a dweet- 
ly contrary principle, and had exp^fJj^Siag 
allowed neutrals to trade with the ene- 
colonies. An opposite policy would, 
he* conceived, have tended to relieve 
the West India interest from that pres¬ 
sure which now affected them, in con¬ 
sequence of the supei*abt!Hdancc of pro¬ 
duce beyond the demand* The pro- 
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vihion ill the Orders respecting the waTn- that one neutral could not b(3 dLstmguished 
ing to he given to neutral vessels, he from another. Fjom-this, an(l\frtm other 
considerc(i as tending to harass them, parts of the conJuct of’the ^rifich go- 
as well as that relative to certiorates of verninent it lie^iiie nianifestyijja^t. the 
origin, rendering vessels^ having th(‘rii Denee was to rigoroii^ V^^^nted. 
liable to captnre, which he considered a Under tliese circuiiHtances his majrsiv^s 


peculiar hardship. 'Die whole of this 
measure reminded him strongly of what 
w^as said several V^iirs ago respecting 
3"rederic of^russiaT^i^at it would not be 
surprising A in the extiV agaiire of his 
projects, lie should issue aii^rder directing 
all English vessels to come to Memel and 
pay duty, before they went any where 
else. His lordship instanced the sup}>oscd 
cases of six American v(*ssels, under ditle- 
rent circumstances, which would all, under 
the operation of these Orders, be liable to 
capture, detention, or the interruption of 
their voyages ; and conrduded by moving. 

That the house should resolve itself into 
a comniiitee, to.con'>ider of the Orders in 
Council.'* 

Earl Bathurst requested the indulgence 
of their lordNhqis, whilst he endi-avo.wed 
to explain the reasons anl inoiives on which 
th(; Orders In Council were founded. With 
respect to the OrdiT oi’ tlieVtli of Jan. he 
contended that it did distinctly assert the 
right of his niaj. to adofil further measures 
ol' retaliation, if I'Vance did not in the 
mean time recedt' from the Molent preten¬ 
sions on wliicli the Decree of the 121st of 
Nov. was founded. France had not re¬ 
ceded ; but on the contrary, tlie liead of 
the French government had or(le<?ed*a 
more rigorous execution of the Decree, 
and therefore the«Order of the 11th of 
Nov. and the .snbsecpient Orders, became 
necessary. Jf tlfe principle statiul by the 
noble lord to be taken as that of the 
Order of the 7th of Jan. then it went much 
farther than the Order of the 11 th of Nov.; 
because the former asserted a permanent 
right of preventing, during war, all trade 
between one port of the enemy and 
another, whilst the latter measure arose, 
out of the violence of the ruler of France, 
and with tliat would cease. J'he noble lord 
had quoted a letter from IMessrs. Monro 
and Pinckney, for the purpose of proving 
that they were satisfied with the explana¬ 
tion of the FVench Decreh ; but that satis- 
'*1^^cT(ii\j^rosc out of the explanation given 
in Dec. and which was given w ithout any 
authority, and was merely the opinions of 
the minister who gave it. Subsequently, 
upon an application made to the Grand 
Judge in Augjjst, it was stated, that the^ 
Decree applied equally to all neutrals, and 


govenimoiit thought it their duly to adopt 
a mcasur(‘ oi n laliatlon, upon what he 
cojiceivcd*to be a clear [irinciple of right, 
that when one belligerent adopted mea¬ 
sures for the 'jiurpose of embarrassing 
the comnirroc of another belligerent, 
the l.altcr had munlfcstly the right of re¬ 
taliating by embariMssiiig the coinmercfe 
of the former. Jt must have been in this 
f>rinciple thatihe Order of the 7th of Jan. 

as issued, and that Order allected neutrals 
in a much greater degree than that stated ‘ 
by the noble lord, because under that Order, 
which prohibited a trade between one of 
th« oriemy’s ports and another, a neutral 
vessel trading, as was generally the c'ase, 
with part of her cargo to one of these 
ports, and part to another, or taking iif part 
of a cargo at one. port, and intending to 
take the remainder at another, \vas liable 
to capture in thus going from port to port, 
or at least to be brought into one of our 
ports, and subjected to great delay and 
expellee ; and m most instance of this na¬ 
ture, liieii had coiiif; Ix foix the Board of 
Trade, it had been found expedient not 
to break in ujion the g( neral principle 
ado[>tt;d in that Older, and tlierefore not to 
grant licences for any voyages of that de¬ 
scription. The Order was besides evaded, 
and turned to the advantage of the enemy 
ill carrying on a circuitous trade through 
this country, as in the instance (^' a cargo 
of wine from Bourdeanx dc'sLlned through 
this country liar Amsterdam* the insurance} 
was efle<‘ted at 3U per vHmt. and tlu' trade 
could be carried on j^rough this cenntry 
at 5 per cent. To prev!?tit tliivS, one mea¬ 
sure might be adopted, which was to pre¬ 
vent the re-exportation ; but great injury 
would ri^sult to commerce (he did not allude 
particularly to vvine)^ if the merchant was 
not allowed to re-export on finding the 
market overstocked. It was therefore found 
expedient to regulate that tradcwhich could 
not be prohibited, and with this view the 
Orders in Council were issued, which were, 
ill (act, a compromise between bellige¬ 
rent rights and commercial interests. In 
the exercise of belligerent rights foe 
the purpose of embarrassing the com¬ 
merce of the enemy, and making him 
feel ^the effects of his own acts of vio¬ 
lence, every possible attention had, at the 
2 112 


I 
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8aine boen paid to ibe coiiirntrcial CtiRrs mentioned In his no]>lp friend. The 

imeres/ p\' tiie c'-eritvy. The noblc'lord violent Deeiee of the frenclt j^ovenunent, 
haci exfrysed sonie iiirpri.se yt the trade ondoohledly ,!.’,a\e us a nt'ht to retaliate; 
nittt t^./^e‘^ellJ^’s ec'oiiies was r u' ta reiaHiUe upon the enemy and not 

grai's^l AifKTit^'aps ; but it was, in upon neutral>. lie denied the eoustruetion 

■jiiUinhd a- a boon to the Aniericans, put by the nrd)l(‘ earl, uiion the Order of 


anti um,a he to them oi ;rreat valae ; he-■ 
ea'isr, Vvian i1h^ nitelo^^duc LU-rived in 
Aineiiea oi' tlio inlention ed’ the I'rewch 
govaTmor iU vi^oioii.sl^ to execute the de¬ 
cree, and tlie'eiul.)tirt»o \^afl in consequeiice 
res(»it'd *^ 0 , tlic eeneral impression there 
nas, that we should resort to measures by 
way <d’ rt rallation.n inch would amount to 
a prohibition of their trade, with tliese 
colott es. It was inlemled that all Ameri¬ 
can domes'ic pioiiuee should be allowed 
,to pass throu 1^11 tins country, w Ithout the 
payment of any duty, exccjit tin* artiele 
of cotton. Tlie iniporlama* of ibis trade 
to them would be mident liom a c,tat la¬ 
ment of th(‘ir exports, width ac« < idinn to 
tlm last reluni amounted to ] 01,0()(),()()(j 
jclollifi*", 4-.3,()()()(<4 wintli donu suc 
produee, and ol winch s,C)0(),()0() w<)s ex- 
p' rJed to the enemy’scoJonirs,fn>in w lieiu’e 
iIk Vderived are-e\porI of kK). It 

wasfuiuifl that tho surplus ol'the pn ilucc oi’ 
nurowii colonies Ik yond our coiisuinjition, 
v\as not abo\ e a third ol' what, was wanted 
for the- supjdy f>f Hie coniinent, it was 
thereiore thought exjiedient to admit of tlie 
trade uith the tntm^hs ( olonie.s, with the 
jnteiitioip, however, that tijc prot^iicc of 
Huch colonies, should, in the circuitous 
trade, through this country, be subjected 
to a duty, sj11icientl\ higli, to prevent its 
having the advrintaiies over our own colo¬ 
nial prodtScc; and aisu,t hat the commerce of 
the enemy should hi embarrassed. Witln c- 
sppcttothi ntfndngjthat w'asin ((>nfonuity 
with the rules of htockadc, and wasnu’rely 
5 \ppli*‘d in a more enlarged sense. As to 
the certificates c^ttgin, the>Mvere docu- 
incnls prescribed by the Fiench govern¬ 
ment, to sh(\v that, the juoperty they 
covered was not of the manufac^ture or 
produee of (A Ihitain ; they were tliere- 
ibre heUigereiit instruments, and shewed 
that the muiraU u>»ing acquiesced in 

the Decree, and confedcraii d with the 
enemy, and wire llurefore good grounds 
of capture. The noble carl repealed, that 
the object of these Orders was to regulate 
that which could not be piohibited, the 
circuitous trade through this country. 

Lord Eraldnt coiiclud.ed, tliat the Orders 
vvejpo a violation of the law of nations, and 

f we had no right to molest a neutral 
g to ^n enemy's ports, unless in the 


the 7ih of .Ian.; and i onlcndcd liiat ]/riii- 
l iples liad beiui now attaclud to it, wdni h 
w'ere iie\er in tin* centemidat’.on of those 
who flamed it. ndilciiKl fad S|M>ken 
of an inipiessio 1 in the I'liuciPytaies ; hut 
upon whom, /r upon what peart of tlie 
]U‘oplc, was tlie imprc'Sionr Vfhat was 
I'alled a retaliation ol' tlie tlirt‘alencd 
i hlo; Lade of biaiiee, lie ( uiiti ndi d A\as 
much iiioiT than a lilockiuli' ; attd he would 
U'lk the noble and leained lord on the 
Avooksack, whetlu'i* tfu', Ava^i not so ? 'blic 
priiidjde of a block kIc Ava> to previ-nt the 
entrance of \ess(ls into the bloekurled 
ports— It went nid'anln*r : at^^cN having 
jiotii'c not to ('liter the blockaded ports, 
might ])ro^ (*. d to any otl'.er jion w lial- 
( NKr that w a'- not in a state of hloik- 
adi* But line wi' not only I'Xlni lod the 
jirinciple (ji‘ Idoikade to ports niit ru'- 
luidlA ido(.k.ided, aajikIi Avas ;di tliat 
Avas on an\ side contended IVanee had 
doiiv', but w’(‘ would not ponnif the vessels 
thus excluded, tc' jnoeoed to any nther 
jMuts tln'y ploasi d, W (‘ IbrccKl them to 
( ome iti heie. 1 he\ might choOvSe to make 
j'or Sweden or any other neutral country; 
hut even this they Avcrc not allowed to (Jo. 
And, therefore, these Orders In Council 
AW,‘re*not only contrary to tlu', law of na¬ 
tions, but exceeded any thing that it was 
pretended 1 ranee had done.—Ills lordship 
then wnit on to obst rve, that we had no 
right to alter the laAv oi'liations ofour ow^n 
authority. It was a (piolifyn in wdiieh 
other nations w (re concerned, and tlu'y 
oug\it therefore to be consulted. We had 
no more right to alter it for our own con¬ 
venience, than a judge here had to alter 
the law of the land without the authority 
of |jarliament. Suppose the lord chief 
baron, i'ur whom he expressed a high res¬ 
pect, should take it into his head to say that 
smuggling had grown to sucli an extent, 
that he would permit no goods to be car¬ 
ried from one jjlare to another without be¬ 
ing first brought to Ixjndon; and that to 
prevent all fraud, they mu«t 
Westminster-bridge and go out by Lon- 
doR-bridge. He might be told, that the 
common law of the land did not permit 
such a regulation, and that parliament 
^must be applied to before^t could be al- 
* tered. Upon the authurity of the principle 
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which we were now setting np, iJ^at we 
n ii;^hl to alter the law oi nat ions, so 
<is to suit om' own roiivenimce, he might 
iej)l\, (ha<^ 1 he evil was orsiieha iraturc' 
that reiniereti it iieeessar\ iorhiin to aj ply 
the la'ruMiv iniinodiat-ly, and tiiat it \voiud 
he very inconveinent to wait tor pailia- 
meni..ry proM‘(‘dmgs. J/Ut niter all, what 
w as tt'^ N a!ue >i! 'ins dii;i'ree^ w hitii jhioiia- 
jiart^*, (hunk Ins \ Inul issued^ 

w as w oi11'# oo Hioie than\he pa])er (ni 
A\hi( h Jt was w VO ten, W’haA was th' use 
<d talking (d hiockiuoiiL" tk Jh'ilain, wlien 
lie liad s; ar* eiy a ship (oi the ocean to en¬ 
force in'. Old-.'-,: lie miglit us well have 
tull;t‘d ol Llocivaihng the nnum [a laugh], 
and (MissesoU'g iiun -i ir of all the lunar m- 
Ihuoiee. And tluii llv Koy-al Society 
niighi innrate ilu' txainple of ministers, 
and say, ‘ (h»od Ood, what a nnmher of 
wrecks w(‘ shall Im-c; let us ihinl; of some 
meansufietaliating 1 Insdn^adlul hlockade/ 
'fhelr l()rdships l.oighed at th'>, but he de- 
claiial he thought ii the dullest tliflig on 
(arlh. Buonaparte inigl.t e'jually vncII 
lKi\e pretended to blockade the luooii as 
to hlockadc this country, for he was as 
competent to do the one as the other.— 
JJis lordship then jiarticularlv directed 
th(^, attention ol* the house to the iinustiee 
and die, lu pollc y of iidiu ling a great in¬ 
jury on iM iiiials, m order to do a tnlluig 
one to <v^ir (uieinies. he felt a .sort of 
nthu.siasin in f.nour (d’ Anu'rlca ; imt 
(>nly on -aei-ount ot the oiinni of the peo¬ 
ple, but also on ai count oithe noble stJuid* 
they liad iiiadt- for their indejiendeiice. 
Uow could they endure an act, now they 
were independent^ which tluyy could not 
liave borne if they were slid a cfdony ^ It 
was of the hisi'bnportance, tliat both eoun- 
trH!S''>houhl continue m pea^.e and amltyw gli 
each other, and every tlnng ought caydully 
to be guarded against wbieli disturbed 
their harmony. He was far from saying, 
that every thing should be given up to 
America ; but he did say, tiny: nothing 
but tlie last necessity could justiJV our 
engaging in liostilities with that country. 

‘ The Lord Chancellor agreed tliat the 
Orders in (’ouncil couW not be defended, 
if they Were a viola^n o^‘ the law of na¬ 
tions ; and if IheirJ^dships could be per- 
sUPti^as their character, there 
coukf be no occasion to urge their going 
into a committee, to consider of the proprie¬ 
ty of addressing his majesty to check the 
Operation of regulations which were con¬ 
trary to the la^# of nations—^that is, the 
natural justice which ought to be held sa- 
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cred b^^tween nation and nation! rk well 
as betwiu'u one individual and Vgfither. 

W hatever was conyary to -of 

the law of iiatioiiiAhe allowed.^" 
be j 11 St 1 y a 11c;ri*rl, en *by f 11<..'.h <*n t; 

blit, at Uu* sane' tinu', it was to be observ¬ 
ed, that iVoui the nature of the thing, tliere 
nni . 1 , necesea, iiy be variations in tlie ap- 
pliciftiun of the principie to dillercnt cir- 
eignst .uces. This was all that had been 
done by tle*.se Orders; nor did they trench 
more upon the munieipal law than they did 
upon the law oi nations. 'Ihat the crown 
had a riglit of its own authority to make 
regulations for the internal trade of the^ 
country, to internieddh* with the (inances, 
See. Lc. would not be contended ; but 
certainly il had been the practice for the 
crown, wlieii the nation was at war, to 
dlleci the*trade of ntaitrals, as far ns that 
miglft lie called for by tlie conduct of oiir 
enemies,—As it had been argiu'd, that the 
pt’(*v lou.s measures of the enemy were, or^ly 
mailers of internal r<‘gulalion, or a farther 
ext(‘nsion of a navigation law, which they 
liad a rigln to resorrto if they pleased, his 
lordsiiip pro<.C(‘ded to state liis reasons 
why they ought to he regarded a.s a direct 
violation of the rights oi neutrals and the 
Lnv of nations. I'or this purpose he be¬ 
gan v\ith the pixainhic of ilu* Decree of 
tiu* 21st of Aov. ; th(j t)r(\nnhle, as he 
said, being coiisiden d by law yers as a key 
to the I.^kIv of the enaeiment. From the 
wouh (d‘ this recital, and tIu' naliire of the 
complaints against G. BrUaiii, which was 
charged v^lth liaviiig]mt v^linle coasts and 
eiiipiics in a state of blockade, ^wiihoiit 
having the poVM'r actually to execute that 
blockade, m the eslahlislucl^ hann and 
manner, he contended tliat ])Uoiut()arfe‘ 
muit have meant not only fo exclude Bruish 
1 produce and niiiiJu1a('tjif;^::^from his poVts, 

; hut also to prcM-nl all trade whatever in 
British commodities. This was a flagrant 
violation of tiie rights of neutrals; for it 
was as inftch as to say, tliat whoever traded 
with it. Britain would be considered as an 
tMieniy by France. Cou})ling the pream¬ 
ble with the enactment, this wa.s the ob¬ 
vious sen.se of the Decree. His lordsiiip 
then advert('d to the Order in Council of 
the 7 til of .Jan. last year ; and argued also, 
from the jdaiii construction of this Order, 
tliat the Decree must have been under¬ 
stood by the late ministers as extending far¬ 
ther than mere internal regulation which 
France had a right to adopt. It had been 
^aid that the present ministers were more 
ready to argue that their prodecessora 



475] PARL. DEBAIlilS, Feb. 151^808. —Orders in Cowicil [}7fi 

were|iirL the wrong tlian that they them- my, th6neutral had no right to coinplain ; 
velvet j/ere in the r^dit. This could not for the injury to her was conse(jiirnr]al. 
be irfp/EecI to him fcn the ^jrcsent occa- lie stated a variety of nista^H os to [;rove 
as far as tt-e Order of the 7th the rorre<;tness of* this |)ositi('n, and eiled 
oP it •had/i|s approbation. At cases of blockad('S, embargoes, Kc. as 

least there wms here a recognition of llie illustrations of the doetmie. As to the 


injustice ol France to neutrals, if not an 
approval of the principle of retaliation, 
by establishing a similiar sysfimi of nomi¬ 
nal hlockadt*. But the Order at all events 
extended farther than thv old mode of ap¬ 
plying the law of nations. It might lie 
said, that, according to the rule ot 1750, 
we had a right to interrupt the coasting 
trade of France ; but this interrupted the 
trade of Spain, &c. with France, and in¬ 
cluded those nations where France had 
such a controul as to enable iier to enforce 
the exclusion of our ships. Any nation 
had a right to exclude our shij^s*; but the 
Order proceeded on the sound principle, 
that in fact the exclusion was ow lug not to 
the nation itself but to France. To sup- 
polt this coustniclion of tlie Order, his 
lordship cited the speech of the President 
of the United State-^, who, he, observed, 
understood it in the same way; and for 
the justness of his constructicjn of the 
French Decree, he cited tiie Spanish De¬ 
cree. lie also (at( (] the })retensions and 
complaints of the Danes to the same ( fleet. 
With regard to the opinion of M. Dee res, 
in re})ly to gen. Armstrong, who consult¬ 
ed hini about the application of.the De¬ 
crees to America, he consideied that as 
worth nothing. The whole answer evi¬ 
dently amounted to tins, that Decries 
knew very little about the matter. Tiiis 
' appeared from a sentence in the answer 
which he observed in a very (;xcell(.‘iit 
pamphlet on this subject, wdiich, be knew 
not for what reafkon, was not published in 
the* official letly^ There Deeres dis¬ 
tinctly stated, fnat no hridnmch less posi¬ 
tive information on the point than the 
prince of Benevento, whom he advised 
gen. Armstrong to consult. Th»Court of 
Admiralty also haci^ certainly adopted his 
-construction of the French Decree. Wdien 
a neutral was captured by an enemy, it 
Wa% not the practice to gra?U salvage for 
releasing the vessel because she w'^as in no 
danger of confiscation ; but on an Ameri¬ 
can vessel being seized for trading with this 
country, and released by one of our ships, 
one-eigbth of the whole was granted aji saU 
V8^e. As to the question of the right of 
vr| 0 tatii^tion, his lordship contended, that 
our own preservation required that, 
take measures against our one- 


mode of the retaliation, he did not think it 
nee(;ssary to say a w ord on that subject.— 
With respect )<> the doUcyo) tlie nieaMiK', 
h(* maintained Ahat a I'al^view of ii had 
been taken,^/articulaily \^li regard to 
Atnc*ri(;a. ^Ve were nnt ^to consider 
merely the greatness of the advantages 
which we derived from an intercourse 
with America, but also what would lu- our 
situation if Aimu'ica should submit to the 
decrci'S of Buonaparte. To preserve peace 
with America no one could be more anxi¬ 
ous than he was. He wisiicd widl to 
America, first, because it was Ins duty as 
a man to wash well to every nation ; and 
next, beeause the welfare ot’America was 
materially connected with the inteiests of 
G. Britain. But In* could not sidK r th»* 
cficmy both of <t, Britain and America to 
make us(' of the one to destroy the oilier ; 
and his duty to his ow'u country w as clearly 
paramoiml to his regard for any other. 
He ho|>ed tlu se orders would not be pio- 
diictive of a war with Amcrita. Do 
not, my lords, he said with eane‘stn(\>s, 
bring on such an ovi^nt, by arguing the 
case upon any such supposition. Aim riea, 
1 trust, w'ill still listen to the voice ot'truth; 
she wdl s(*e that the whole of tins is ow- 
Vng* to France ; and perhaps she may be 
at last sensible of the policy of joining 
with us ill opposiiioii to the wild and ex¬ 
travagant pri'tcnsjons of a jiovxer whost; 
objeri is to crush us bolh. 

Lord Kin^ contended, tkwit France bad 
not put her decrees into execution, and 
lliat w^e had no proof that neutrals woidd 
submit to them. As to the argument, 
that w'e had a right to hurt our enemy 
though a neutral might be irqured ('onse- 
quently, l^e denied that we ought to do a 
great injury to a neutral in order to hurt 
our enemy a little. Buonaparte could 
never have put his decrees in execution if* 
wc had not assisted him, and sto[)ped our 
owm goods while fiiifling their way to the 
continental markets, ciommerce was much 
more necessary to us that^cta F^ggAjSJ^^ 
therefore it w^as folly ii/ us to act'upon 
these Orders, whic h only secured the at¬ 
tainment of the objects of France. He 
also strongly insisted upon the inconsis¬ 
tency of the conduct o4 ministers, who, 
while they were the loudest in extolling 
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the advantages of a commercial inter¬ 
course with South America, both in the 
case of JliK'^ios Ayres and the Brazils, 
.were so n ady to put an end to our com¬ 
merce with the continent, whicli was so 
much mor(* valuable, lie lioped the Or¬ 
ders would not productive of a war 
with America, but even if they stopt sliort 
of this, they tended witli most 

pernicious coieA ijuences. 

Lord (I'rcjr.’/lc began wiNi obsiTving, 
tliat jl Nyj)> common for sp('aU*rs, in order 
to Sfcrrest tin* attention o|’ tbeir audience, 
to cxaggcMMle ilu‘ im]iortanc(‘ of tlieir sub- 
•ject ; but, of ihi' magnitude of llic present 
subject, so far from ils admitting ol’ ex¬ 
aggeration, il w as impossible for any elo- 
(^juenee to couM V an ade^piate idea. Ho 
\^as glad to see that at last the pnlilic 
werc^ beeoni'ng rdiv(‘ to its importaiu'e, 
and be vehluiaal to predii t, tli.it tlie anx- 
itoy wlneb Vvas now felt coni'erning it 
w'ould dai'v mMeas(', us there wa.^ too 
much rca.on to drteid tlmt nilsfoVtune 
would be aceuniula'ed upon misfortune, 
should tin* nuasuie". be perse^er^'^d in 
v\bicii g.ive ii‘>e to ibis evimingN discus¬ 
sion. il(i was di'cidediy of ojiinion that 
the liousc ought to go into a eoinmittee 
upon tile Oulers in (’ouncil, because ol 
the \ari(*ty ol nuestion . u liieh guwoiitof 
them, involving their legaiity or ilit gality, 
their constitutional or unconstitutional um- 
(kney, ihcir jiolif v or impolicy — in a 
uord, their ]»ciirings upon tiic prosperity 
and the v('ry existence of the country. 
It was the duty of llie house, and he con¬ 
jured them not to lose sight of it at a 
moment so ciiiical<ind perilous, to inter¬ 
vene between the country and .the ruin liy 
which it was tiireatened, by the rasiniess, 
improvideiM I and folly of the government 
So pressing was the emergency, tln<4; the 
srua!l('st delay might be attended v\'ith the 
most (lestriUiive con.^equenct's, and the 
most irremediable evils ; he lioped there¬ 
fore, that their intervention wcitTild lake 
place before things arrlvid at a state in 
whi( h It might no longer, be efiectual. 
Nothing to him vvas personally more pain¬ 
ful, than being obliged to combat the sen¬ 
timents.of the noble !wd cf^apositc to him 
fc^Kvhom he entertained 
the liigficst'Tstt^i and respect, but the 
task was imposed Vion him by an imperi¬ 
ous sense of jmblic duty, and he trusted* 
that if any exjiressiou should escape him 
of a nature to give any unpleasant feelings 
to the noble he would believe 

that it would give him (lord G.) greater 


pain in uttering, than it could lpfj|sibly 
give the noble lord/in hearingjx? He 
should begiii* however, with w^yi l]jid 
fallen from the nome and 
(Eldon), wdio, he was happy ih fitiu,'ha(l 
abstained on this evening from justifying 
ids own conduct, by attempting to crimi¬ 
nate that of,his predecessors, a very un¬ 
satisfactory mode of defence, which of 
late had been too much ju actised. Still, 
however, the noble and learned lord had 
not defeiuh <1 the Orders in Council upon 
their own merits ; but, by way of calling 
olf the att(Mition of the house from the 
measure iiow^ before them, he had directed 
It to a measure of tlu‘ late administration, 
for which he was disposed to give them 
credit, but bctw(*(‘n which and the jjresent 
there was no analogy whatever, and which, 
if it was’defensible, it was precisely be¬ 
cause* it'rested on j)rinci[)les directly ad¬ 
verse to those by which the Orders iu 
Council, dated last Nov. were dictatud. 
The noble and learned lord had dw'clt 
much ujjon the blockade of the French 
ports from the Elbe to Brest, tliat had 
been proclaimed in the dccrie issued by 
the late ministers, but all the conclusions 
which he aiiem[)ied to dtalucc from it fell 
to the givHiiid, wlicii the single fact was 
stated, that this wit'* not a licktious, but a 
real blockaile, perfectly (amfonnalile to 
the understood and acknowledged l*iws of 
war, and ■'1 bat the jmblh ation of the pro- 
ekmiatiun was aiaompanied wdth direc¬ 
tions to tlie admiralty to carry it into 
effect. Tlie late ministers in this case 
therefore, instead of violating thailaw of 
nations, upon any plea of necessity or 
convenience, or temporary expediency, 
had done nothing more ,than apply the 
principles of this law to the circumstanejes 
under wdiicli they wa^^Uialled to act. 
•The noble and learned lord farther con¬ 
tended, that in the preamble of this De¬ 
cree of blockade the principle of retalia¬ 
tion was sit forth: he reminded, however, 
the noble and learned l«rd, that this prin- 
cijjle was not acted u[)on; they had merely 
asserted, that they would have been jus^ 
tificd in recurring to it, alw-ays understocftl, 
that it should be exercised within the law 
of nations, and instead of recurring to it 
I they adopted a measure of quite a different 
nature. He intreated, how’ever, their lord- 
ships to get out of the eternal circle of 
justifying one act by comparing it with 
another; to abstain from the petty war^ 
fare of •crimination and re-crhninationj 
and to canvass the measure/ nov^ befor# 
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them,|Oi| its own individual merits. In 
it ijjij)(U*tant to inquire how 
far it fr^coiisistent '"^h the*principles of 
Haiojia^kw; and, inJbhe next place, how 
farrt?|»?is\onsoitaut Aith the maxims of 
sound policy. In the first place, he ex¬ 
amined it in reference to national law, 
and here it was extremely important not 
to confound the law of retaliation with the 
law of self-preservation. The latter A^as 
paramount'to all laws, And might justrfy 
even such a horrible act as the attack 
Upon Copenhagen, provided the case was 
clearly and satislactorily made out. Tlic 
right of retaliation on the other hand, 
could only wdth justice he exercised uf>oii 
an enemy, and could not he extended to 
the detninent of a neutral powei. If a 
neutral power granted certain advantages 
to the enemy, thcji wc had an uridoubted 
right to insist upon being adnutteth tft the 
same advantages ; or if a neutral pow'er 
acquiesced, from weakness, in tfie dtunaiuls 
of the enemy, all that w^e could in justice 
require was, that in consequence of this 
demand the enemy should not be placed 
in a better situation in regard to her than 
we were. But we had no right, liecause 
the enemy violated the rights of one neu¬ 
tral, to violate the rights of all m utrals ; 
for if this principle were once admitted, 
it would lead to an extension of ho^^tilities 
over the w’hole civilized w^orhl. lie then 
applied those general jinnciple.ia to tlie 
present case. The meaning of the French 
Decree w'as, he allow'cd, to put the ports 
of G. Britain in a state oi' blockade ; but if 
a measure was to be founded uj>ou it by 
.the government of fhis country, it <aiglit 
to be directed to its cllccts, not to the 
form in which it wais expressed. 7'iic first 
question, then, A^hic Ii arose w as, wlu tluT 
ithftd ever becn^dsjjl^cuted against America, 
or acquiesced in by the government of the 
United States? for if it.slunilil turn nut 
that it never had been applied to liie com¬ 
merce of America, and that it mwer had 
been submitted ty by that power, tiie 
framers of the Orders in Council had not a 
foot of ground on which to stand. ]Vow, Ids 
lordship asserted, that Denmark, immedi¬ 
ately after the Di cree w^as published, re¬ 
ceived explicit as.mrances from the French 
government that it did not go to rapture the 
ships of neutrals trading upon the high seas, 
but that its object was mendy to prescribe 
]ieteTms ouv^iich the ships of forcimi na- 
j^t'cre to be admitted into the ports ol 
The same explanation /jf thc^ i 
lud tendency ot the Decree was i 
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given to America, and as a proof of the 
sincerity of the explanation, an American 
vessel, wdiich was carried in*o a Ficnch 
port, was released by ordiT of tludr c<jai t , 
of admiralty. It was understood in the 
same mamier in Spain, and a ship, which 
was carried into a port of that kiiigdoio, 
under similar circumstances, w as rehased 
by order of tlieiiw;4‘nrt.-jaf priz.s. But 
even .supposinj^<ii‘at the Fr(\<‘h dt crec did 
not admit ol'inis mitigated Y'listrncHon, 
it wmuld by IK) means follow icat wa* had 
a right to publish orders w iiich ainoui't^ed 
to a total prohibition of American com¬ 
merce, till we saw what stojis Amnica 
would take in consr(|uene(‘ of it. 'flu; 
govevnrnimt of Denmark had submitted to 
the decree, which act'oimtrd for the sju- 
rited note written by his noble friend (earl 
(bcA) on the occasion, in reply to a 
vory insolent one that had been received 
(p. 40‘2). But, a dilleront language had 
Ix eii held to America, Incause her con- 
dm t was the rc verse, of that of Denmark ; 
aiFl because at that time a negotiation was 
then <le[)env]iiig l^etweeii this (Ounny an<l 
the United States by which all their dif¬ 
ferences w ere likely to be adjust(‘d.—Here, 
the noble lord repelled the act:usalion 
Avliich liarl been brought against his tv^o 
noble friends who ncgociated the treaty, 
of their having made any uiiliecoining 
concessions in the coursi^ of that negocia- 
tion. lie ventured also to predict, that if 
tlnu’e were any persons mad emmgli to be 
Indftcefl by the moth e, of ubcaiaing a little 
tcmyiorary popularity to adopt a diflereiit 
tone? from w'hat at that tim<’ animated his 
majesty’s councils, tlijt they would find 
such [jopularlty to be of very shoi t dura¬ 
tion.—]]ut to return to thci^ubjcct imme- 
dialely hcforc tin; house, not only had 
M. I)/.H:res, the minister of the French 
Marine, assured g'Ui. Armstrong that it 
W'as not iiitend(‘d to exo^uti; tie; d<‘cree 
against America, than tins a siirnnce W"as 
fortified l.^y tlie fact that it had never been 
executed. This niatier, however, did not 
rest wholly eitliei upon tlie'assurance or 
the fact, or upon both tog<uher. In the" 
Presidi'iil’s Sfaa'ch at the ojicning of Con- 
gr ss, on tlie I !)t4i of Feb. 1S07, a document 
w'hich had not VearduVf^the late ministers 
previoL. to tln ir tli^rniss^lTirn'iillJEelTSur 
which must iiave hem /eceiv<d by their 
> C'i.orx about theemi ol last M.^rch, he 
le d avov'ed Ids th teiinuia ai, tw demand 
cxplana‘i.;n from Hie hron h goveri>- 
iu nt fd ihe D(‘T' e, an<l%.n a o'aiice that 
ii -a'as intended i^) imv oi its provi- 
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sions to break in upon the 
between France and America. AVas it to 
be argued, then, that we were better 
judges tliai^Mr. Jeflerson of wliat trtMiched 
upon American rights or American in¬ 
terests? Or were we to set ourselves uj) 
and to say to the government of that coun¬ 
try, that we did not like the terms on 
which the ruler of France h ul explained 
his intentions,' '' ’ ' t, i , 


!,to her r 

ship particurarly callc(r;|ie at 


Ills lord- 
attention of 

the house^o the preamble of the Orders, 
and to^ document which had this day 
^Jwirrrlaid upon tlie table. In thi»; pream¬ 
ble the foundation of the Orders w^as stated 
,to be, neutral states not having obtained 
the revocation of the French .Decree, a 
circumstance, which, be contended, was 
of no importance w hatever; for, if it was 
not executed, it was the same as if it had 
never been published. They did not dare 
to assert that America had arcpiiesced in 
it; and, indeed, how could they, since 
it appeared that as late as the ISth of Oct. 
Ia?>t, they had received a Note* from tjie 
two American Ministers, then in London, 
assuring tliem that France liad uniformly 
conformed to the article-i of the Ticaty be¬ 
tween tliat country and America’, in the 
execution of the decree ? And, iiotwi h- 
standiiig this avsuraiu e, in three weeks 
after the dale of this noti^, thive Or lcr'^ in 
Council were issued, by wife li the wimlc 
commerce of America W'a> to be annihi¬ 
lated ; because, forsooth, she had not ob¬ 
tained the revocation of a deyree, whie^ 
ill regard to her was the same as if it never 
had been passed. Perhaps be should be 
told, that the fact as stated by theAmerlcan 
ministers, was n^^; true. But in the fir^t 
place, he could scarcely believe that they 
would have hazarded a false assertion, and 
ill the next place, if ministers did not be¬ 
lieve them, why did they not contradict 
them, or at least call upon them for proofs* 
of the, truth of their declaration. Jt w'as 
remarkable, too, that this Note w as wTitlen 
in answer to a question, as if miinisters had 
been determined to leave th<r injustice of 
their country on record. If any thing, 

' after all the circumstances which he had 
enumerated, was necessary to evince the 
deterjrnination of America not to submit to 
^y invasion q£ her rights on the part of 
Fi:ance, tlm'eflbargo lately laid upon her 
shipping, not after receiving the British 
Orders in Council, but after the rcccipt^of 
a,dvices from France, would be amply 
sufficient for that purposp. In short, he 
could not conccfvft that a more conipkai 
VOL. X. 
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■ase of noii-acquicscence in the pecreo 
could he made out \han the Anu^ri^n go- ' 
verimieiit had to lay belbrc world. 
Tlic late administration had reqil'f’/itedjjii-. 
formation from the ■gov(iinnienl V.ine- 
rica of its intentions*in consequence of the 
French Decree ; but before anaiiSwor had 
been returned to this demand, the mea¬ 
sures in (|uostion were adopted, in which a 
gross and flagrant violation of public faith 
Imd bi'cu comgiittcd.—The noble lord 
next coiiiiidered the Orders in Council as 
a violation of the municipal law of the 
country. lie contended that they were 
violations of eight or ten [lositive statutes 
of the realm; of the Navigation Act; of 
the act for regulating the commerce of the 
Isle of Man ; of the act for regulating the 
commerce of Guernsey and Jersey ; and 
of the a^t for regulating the commerce of 
liostiie (not of neutral) ports. If the 
lortfs of the privy council, any future 
time, thought the law's not so gootl as they 
could make them, they had nothing to-do 
hut to follow the example set them in the 
jnesent instance, and alter and suspend 
iliem at pleasure. Tlic old arguments 
which were used in favour of the dispens¬ 
ing power, of raising ship-money, &c. 
were, like the pre.seiit, justified upon thu 
pleaol necessity. He had always thought, 
however, that our auecslors had set these 
I quest ion-5, and all of a similar nature, to 
rest at the time of the Revolution, >vhcn it 
w as .slijAilated in the Bill of Rights that in 
every emergency wdiich might render an al¬ 
teration necessary in the established law s of 
the country, that alteration should be made 
by the king, lords, e^kI commous*iu par¬ 
liament as.■^embled. In all cases in which ^ 
this con.stitutioual principle had been de¬ 
parted from, there had yicon three points 
required to be jnoved, 1. llie existence of 
an urgent necessity J ^.^Thc impossibUity 
oi assembling parliament in time to pro¬ 
vide f. r it; and, ,S. That the remedy did 
not over.stop the demands of the necessity* 
III the ptesont ease, since the French De¬ 
cree, there had been t«vo sessions of par.- 
liament, and since the Orders in Council 
were published, j>arliinnent had been 
twice prtirogued.—^The noble lord nexj; 
pointed out the unintelligibleness of the 
Orders. He would take upon himself to 
prove that in four clauses of the same pa- 
ragraph they contained four direct eoatra?- 
dictions. After much study, how'eyev, h» 
believed that he Rad at last foui>d out 
what they meant to express, and he w;4a 
•not a 4ittle proud of the solution of such ^ 
i 2l 
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pi*obl^t|i,/larticnlarly as an erniiiont civi^ 
Him (^ii^Robinson,) Juid ticclinrd alto¬ 
gether interpret an*! tlu^y had 

bcii yiWuiderstood by, the most eminent 
. political economy now in the 
. Oouutiy, and by Mr. Baring, in the pam¬ 
phlet which he liad published upon the 
subject, and upon winch his lordship be¬ 
stowed the most unqualified pValse. 
noble lord proceeded to shew their ex¬ 
treme impolicy. They «;vent to cflcct^a 
radical and fundaincmal change in the 
whole comnieixial relations of the country, 
both with belligerent and neutral powei^s. 
They tended to subject this country to a 
loss in the same proportion that they dis- 
tressetl the enemy, and in the same pro¬ 
portion that wc gained from them, they 
affi>rdcd relief to the enemy. This prin¬ 
ciple of forcing trade into our markets, 
would have disgraced the darkest Oige^ of 
monopoly. The impediments nhich it 
M'as intended to throw in the way of the 
importation of cotton into Branc(% would 
have the effects of stimulating that go¬ 
vernment to encourage its cultivation in 
^quarters where it did not gvow, of‘]jvoduc> 
ing a redundance of the artude in the fo- 
reigti market, of lowering its price, ami 
t consequently of diminishing the cultiva¬ 
tion.—He then shewed that the orders dc- 
lentcd their own objert, because by mak¬ 
ing it necessary for every foreign shi]) to 
touch’at a Britisli port, to pav a certain 
tribute, and this circumstance exposing 
every .such ship to capture and confi>cation 
by tne French decree, it was obvious that 
no ship would submit to the ignominy, 
merely for the purpasc of exposing itself to 
thfO subsequent danger. It %mis surely 
better then fov minislers lo retract ^vhat 
they had done, than to persist in an error 
to ^yoid the shame of retraction. 

Lord Hawkcsi^^vlmlk'fitcd the lino of 
argument pursued by liis noble and learned 
friend. If ever there bad been a time, or 
a question, upon which it was pjrop(*r to 
refer to past measures, to the persons by 
whom such measufes had been adopted, 
and to the circumstances under which they 
bad taken place, it was the present mo- 
and the miestlon then under the con¬ 
sideration of their lordships. The pre¬ 
amble of the Orders in Council shewed 
that th^y wore not founded upon any re- 
eenl aet| they only were to carry into 
principle laid down in a former 
been insuflicient to its pro- 
IB^-bbject However he might dilfer 
p<ilicy ot the * precise act Vhich 
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id in the former case been resorted to, he 
ajiproved of the jjrinciple upon which it 
rested. When the French l^ccree was 
fmblisiicd there iqipcared to him two 
causes, one of w'hich might have been 
taken, cither to consider that Decree as 
idle words, and to treat it with contempt, 
or to look upon it as a substantial measure^ 
calculated to injure the interests of this 
country, and just meask^'es of retalia¬ 
tion. The laUyministers did not consider 
that Decree iri the former ligh%,^or pass it 
over in silence and contempC'^^ttipugh 
tliey noticed it only by an abortive al- 
teinjit at retaliation. Tlie arguments that 
had been urged by the noble lords opposite 
in this instance, would apply with more 
force against their ow’n measure. The 
learned lord (Erskinc) had said, that the 
Order of the Ttli of Jan. w^as only a trilling 
enlargcMnciit of the principle of the war 
of 175b. But the principle of that war was 
founded upon this, that neutrals should 
not bo, allowed, during war, to possess a 
tr;*rlc which they had not enjoyed during 
peace. Neither France norS[)'ain allowed 
neutrals to carry on their coasting trade 
during peace, and the principle of the war 
of 1750 was that tlicy should not carry it 
on in time of war. This, a belligerent 
had a right, upon the broad princi})le, to 
resist and refuse. But though neutrals 
were not allowed to trade between lircst 
mid Bourdeaux, in time of peace they 
w’crc not jirohibited from trading bctw’een 
Veriy)l and Brest, and betwciui tlie ports of 
France and Spain. This trade therefore 
j aliowxMl (luring peace, they had a right to 
possess during w'ar, and upon the general 
princi])lc no belligerent had a right consist- 
(*ntly wl(h tlie law of nations^o lake it from 
them. This, however, the Order of the Tth 
of‘Jan. did take from them, and unless that 
Order*could he defended, upon the prin- 
•ciples of the law of nations, it was not to 
be justifred at all. By the copy of an 
oflicial (lisnatch found by his majesty^s pre¬ 
sent mininK-rs on thc^ir coming into office, 
it was evident that tlieir predecessors en¬ 
tertained opinions similar to their own, on 
the justice of retaliating upon the enemy 
the measures of hostility which he might 
choose to adopt towards this country.* We 
had a right to retaliate, ^ did reteJiatta 
I’he extent of the powers witB which we 
wxix at war, had no effect in depriving us 
of that right. If by that retaliation neutrals 
were incidentally injured, it was to be la¬ 
mented, but could not tend to the dimi¬ 
nution of that right. Inithc last war, the 
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Elbe and the Weser were blockaded, al¬ 
though one side was occupied by neutrals, 
who must ^consequently have sustained 
material injury. The tenor ot the Ei'ench 
Decree had been admitted by the noble 
lords opposite themselves. As to the attemj)t 
made to insinuate, that its virulence had 
been abated by the explanation given by 
Decr6s, the minisker^dt marine, to general 
Armstrong, nothing couljl be more futile. 
How could any renunciation, but one as 
public ani^^as Ibrmal as the Decree itself, 
be sp»d"^to do away its effect ? Was Franc e 
*to be left to blow hot and cold at plea- 
, sure ? In cases tried in the admiralty 
court in England, the eminent person who 
presided in that court, declared that I)c- 
erd's explanation was nugatory. »So much 
for the justice of the Orders in Council. 
With respect to their policy, the noble 
lord entered into an exposition of the ad¬ 
vantages derivable from them. He com¬ 
pared the measure with that of the late ad¬ 
ministration, and contended tliat wjiile by 
the Order of the 7th of Jan. the ordinary 
law of nations had been just as much vio¬ 
lated as by the Orders of the 11 th Nov. 
the latter secured to the country benefits 
which the former was not calculated to 
obtain. It was intolerable that fjigland 
had enjoyed little advantage from her 
maritime superiority; and that France, 
who did not dare sho^v a flag on tfic ocean, 
had carried on such a trade by neutral 
bottoms, that the people of that country 
consumed colonial produce at i much levs 
rate than the English. To prevent this 
was the great object of the Orders in 
Council; and in doing this, so far was 
the trade of G. Britain from being injured, 
that the exports of the months of Dec. and 
Jan. last, had exceeded tiic exports of 
the corresponding months of the prcctd- 
ing year. * 

The Earl of Laudcniale wishat] the Order* 
to be discussed on their owm positive 
merits, and not on their cotnparative 
merits. Me believed that thd^ had been 
infinitely mischievous. They injured ncu- 
. trals much more than they did the enemy; 
and w'cre, in his opinion, tantamount to a 
declaration of war against America. 

Lord Sitbnoitth was ftesirous that the 
Ordt-^s might^e referred to a committee, 
in order to him an opportunity of 
fully investigating, and making up his 
mind upon this important subject, on 
which he had not yet been able to form a 
decided opinion.—^The house then divided. 
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MOe^K OF COMMONS. 

iMundai/, February 15, 
iVIiNCTEs.] Sir James Pulteney, from 
the select committee appointed to try and 
determine the merits of the petition of 
Jos(*ph tiarland, esq.; and alsc^.^f the 
petitioii of sir Rd. Bickerton, hart.; seve¬ 
rally complaining of an undue election 
and double return for the town and county 
of the town of Poole ; informed the house, 
that the said commipce had dc^rmined, 
Tliat Joseph (Garland, esq. and sir Richard 
Bickerton, hart, were not duly elected; 
that John Jeflery, esq. v duly elected ; 
and that the last election for the said town 
and county, so far tis'* respects the said 
Joseph Garland and sir Rd. Bickerton, 
w as a void election : also, that the said 
petitions did not, either of them, appear 
to the 'laid committee to be frivolous or 
vexatious.—Col. Struiit pre^ted a Decla¬ 
ration from JMr. Fuller, ohwf the niem- 
bors for Sussex, declaring that it was not 
his intention to defend his election against 
the petitions of cob Sergison, and certain 
Freeholders. The consideration Of the,peti¬ 
tions was adjourned to ilxe 24th of March. 
—In consequence of the ill health of sir 
Flome Popham, leave of absence 
given to him for a’montli, Mr. laishiDg- 
ton, oil the same ground, postponed th^ 
motion of which he had givou notice 
2 12 ' ' ♦ 
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ioriwowow, respecting advances frojp the 
Droits or Adipiralty ‘fund to sir Home 
Pooh am. 

£xpEi>iTior^ TO Constantinople.] Mr. 
Taylor rose purshaiit, to notice, to move* 

' for jjapers necessary to give a proper un¬ 
derstanding of the particulars connected 
with the Expedition to Constantiiioiilc. 

frequent references that had Irocn 
made to this transaction, in the discussions 
on the allkit of CopenhaJ^en, to which it 
had been assimilated in principle, render¬ 
ed a more particul^tr investigation nrees- 
saiy. It was contended, that whatever 
difference there might be in appearance, 
and certainly there was great dillerencc in 
point of execution and event, the principUi 
of the right of attacking aneutral |X)\vcrwas 
exactly the same. But it was not merely 
to estimate the comparative right Und pro¬ 
priety of these attacks on neutral pnvers, 
that the papers he was ab<mt to move for, 
ought to be before the house. It was 
usukl, when it had been thought right to 
go to war w ith a pow er .before iViciuU) , to 
make some communication to parliament 
with respect to the fact and the motives. 
Now, w'e.werc involved in a xvar with 
Turkey, brought on by that attack, and 
no conimunication wliatever had been 
made to parliament on the subject. It 
was no private nor party motive that had 
induced him to bring forward this motion. 
He was mot connected wdth any party, and 
he had communicated only with (uic or 
two members on the subject. Having a 
short time been resident in Turkey, and 
conversant witli the manners of the jicople 
und theit political attachments, his attcu- 
tfon was naturally engaged by the dis¬ 
patches from his majesty’s ambassador 
and commanders^n the Dardanelles, and 
with etfeiy attention that he was able to 
give, he could*neiflier discover why ilu* 
armament went, nor why it came away. 
Whatever might be the jiolicy of tlu; Co¬ 
penhagen Expedition, it at least ^afforded 
.ni eminent example of judicious manage¬ 
ment and ab|| exeefitiou. When a trans¬ 
action of that kind was thought by some 
to‘call for enquiry, he could not bring 
himVlf to think that a transaction in 
which' the character of the i)avy, the fa¬ 
vourite service oflhe country, was brought 
in question by ill-success,* ought to be 
suffered 'to pass without an investigation, 
^hich wpuld fix the bjame of the failure 
Wh#<rife(!^^ght justly to fall. These w'crc 
Ifdtivea which had induced him to 

■this ilubject before the house.* He 

■' * 
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would abstain from pronouncing any opi-» 
nion till the papers which W'erc to guide 
his judgment, as well as that of^the house, 
should be properly considered. He would 
enumerate shortly the circumstances of the 
transaction. The British fleet appeared 
at the entrance of the Dardanelles on the 
29th of Jan. 1807, while the British am¬ 
bassador w as still at (i\v* totiiiople. The 
British fleet attaoked the castles, and forc¬ 
ed its passage, burning a Turkish frigate. 
The British fleet remained 12 d^‘ 3 ;;s^before 
Constantinople, and then came baCfe4h/» 
same w ay without doing any thing fur¬ 
ther. This situation was one in which no 
British ofiieer would wish to remain, or 
ought to be suflered to remain, without 
inquiiy. The papers whicli he w^oidd 
move for Avould go to shew why the Bri¬ 
tish squadron had gone to the Dardanelles, 
why It had conic away, and what had 
been done there. lie concluded with 
moving, That there be laid before the 
house IL Copy of the Treaty of Alliance, 
oflCnsivc and defensive, betAveen his ma¬ 
jesty and the Ottoman Porte, signed at 
Constantinople, January b, 1799, by sir 
Sidney Smith, and Mr. SpcnccV Smith; 
also a C'opy of any Secret Articles of the 
said Treaty regulating the passage of 
the Dardanelles by British ships of war; 
a copy' of a Duspatcli of lord Elgin, notify¬ 
ing the exchange of the ratifications of the 
said Trcaty?^; a copy^ of any 'l’''eaty exist¬ 
ing betwci^i the Porte and Rm^sia on the 
KHh*of Jan. 1807 ; copie.s of the l.ettcrs 
of the secretary of state to Mr. Arbuth- 
not, his majesty’s ambassador at Constan¬ 
tinople, at the time of tjie British squad¬ 
ron proceeding to that place; and of Mr. 
Arbuthnot’s Dispatches aflernlic arrival of 
the squadron; copies of the Instructions is¬ 
sued to lord CoHingwood, and of those issued 
by him to sir John Duckw orth ; a copy' of 
L(!ttcr from sir Sidney Smith to sir John 
Duckworth, relating to ilie burning a 
Danish shm in the Dardunelles ; and co¬ 
pies, generally, of all the Oirrcspondcnce 
of lord Collingw^ood, and the officers sent 
by him on this service.’^ 

Mr. Secretary Canning, after waiting a 
few^ moments to ^lee if any one would rise 
on the other side—the gentlemen these 
being patticularly interested in thi^sub- 
ject, and therefore naturally supposed to 
bc 3 »anxious to take the eariiest opportunity 
of delivering their sentiments—telt him¬ 
self now called upon, in consequence of 
theii^ silence, lo stale wha^his sense of his 
duty suggested to him Ytiili respect to the 



H89] PARL. DEBATES, Feb. 15, ISCf 

motion now offered. He had said, on a 
former night, that the motion was brought 
forward with^^ut his knowledge or concur¬ 
rence : the hon. mover had stated the 
same thing tfris night. Not having the 
honour of an acquaintance with the hon. 
g(‘nt, he had had no means of asoerlain- 
ing the nature of tlic information he meant 
to call for, till the gent, tlid him the 
honour to transmit to liim, this morning, a 
li.st of the Pa^.ers he meant to move for. 
Since that umc, he had considered and in- 
vec^ij^.ued all the eircumstanees ns much 
as the time allowed, and he \AOuld now 
state, liow far it was possiijie and proper 
to com[)ly ^^ith the jiiolions. The first' 
motion, relating to the Treaty of Alliance 
with the PoHo, ther<MOu\d be no difficulty 
of acceding to. The treaty was matter of 
public record and mitoriety, and ihereforc 
there could be no reserve with respect to 
ft. As to any Secret Articles regidatlng 
the passage of the Dardanelles by British 
ships of war, hc>. could find no traces oj* 
such article.s. On reference to the books 
of the Foreign Office, it was found that 
the Treaty had been for a time taken away 
by a person connected with the otficc, 
and not returned to the custody of the 
librarian to w honi it properly belonged. 
Till the treaty was got back, it could not 
be ascertained whether there was or was 
not any secret articles of the nature alluded 
to. There could he no difliculty in pro¬ 
ducing a copy of the dispatch of lord 
Elgin, relative to tlie exchange of t*iie 
ratifications of the Treaty. With respect 
to any Treaty between Russia and the 
Porte, in Jan. he did not con¬ 

ceive how that could be laid before the 
house. His nlajesty's government was 
seldom in possession of such copies of thft 
treaties of foreign ]>ow'ers as could be laid 
before parlianm ni, unless when such trea¬ 
ties were to be made the basis of any ar¬ 
rangement here. He was not prepared 
to say, whether the treaty between Russia 
and the Porte contained any stipulation to 
which G. Britain \vas invited to accede. 
•But the treaty W as matter of notoriety, to 
be found in all the books of public pai)ers, 
and of course might be re^u red to with¬ 
out diliiculty in debate. The copies of 
the Correspondence between the Secretary 
of State and ]Mr. Arbuthnot tvere in the 
office, a.s well as the Official Notes during 
the transactions in the Dardruiellcs, and 
they might be produced if the house should 
think proper. Copies of the Orders to 
lord Cdlingwood, arid from^ him admi- 
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rals Duckworth and Louis, might also bo 
produced. The letter of sir Midney Smith 
he had not befm able to find; but w;hea 
it should be found, it migbt be produted 
as w ell as the re.st. He had thus far j^one 
over the list for the satisfaction of the 
hon. gent, wiio had iniulo the motioip For 
hinisidf, he sivw no ground for instituting 
an inquiry under present circumstances. 
BuU he was pcrsu;iued, the house would 
feel that his majesty’/*; ministers were called 
upon to give every inferiiiation, when the 
production of all that could be given was 
called for by the hon. gentlemen w^ho 
composed the administration under which 
this transaction had taken place. He had 
followed literally the order of the motions 
made by the hon. g(int. It was impossi¬ 
ble for hnn to be aware what view the 
hon. jjenilemcn opposite took of the mo¬ 
tion. lliey would themselves state how 
they wished to arrange and modify the 
production of the documents. He was not 
aw'arc of any practical benefit that could 
arise to the country from the investiga¬ 
tion proposed ; but, after w^hat had been 
said on the other side, he did not feel him¬ 
self at liberty to dissuade the house from 
going into it. 

jMr. T, OrenvUk waited for the right 
hon. secretary to state how far his sense of 
public duty would allows him to comply 
with the motions offered. Till haU 
heard the Tight hon. secretary’s sentiments 
on this head, ho could not know what fur¬ 
ther information it would be necessary for 
him to call for by a supplementary mo¬ 
tion. The correspondence wdth Mf. Ar¬ 
buthnot extremely voluminous, much 
of it not bearing on the question the hon. 
gent.’s speech referred to.^ He could not 
say how much of that correspondence, 
might be necessary to give ilic house jiist 
grounds to form its judgment. When the 
right hon, gent, shoukl have produced •all 
he intended to give under the motions 
now made! he should consider what fur¬ 
ther information it w^cwild b^ncccs^ary 
for him to call for. He agiSSSS with 
hon. moverj that no opinion ought to "be 
expressed till the house ^ould be in pos¬ 
session of the proper documents. But he 
thought the hon. g^ent. differed fibm Ws 
own rule, and expressed upon some points 
stronger opinions than were warranted iji 
the first stage of ‘an enquiry. !trom the > 
change whidi had taKen place in his uif- 
jesty's councils, the late ihini.stfirs jfiad 
the advantage of being in posse&non of 
the papers ]prtn€ipalty rclatSng • to the 
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' transdctlons in the Dardanelles, ancl,thcre- j by the Instructions to lord CoIJingwood, 
fore they could not know whai those that the attack nas not to be made, nor 
papers contained material or immaterial any hostile step taken, till oiw* ambassador 
to tfieir cause. In the admiralty, from should have intormed the admiral that the 

^ the peculiar manner*in which the business relations of peace and amity had ceased to 
was carried on formally by the Board in exist. Lord Collin^wood being absent in 
general, but often confidentially by the the Mediterranean, he knew not how the 
first lord alone, who was ^ generally a house could be put in possession of the 
member of the cabinet, and who Diten important papers hcJjiuL referred to, ex- 
did not think it necessary to communic;^te cept in the maimer he had proposed, and 
to the Boafd w hat he did ; a correspond- he left it to the houj»c to judge of the fair- 
ence frequently passed between the First ness with which he had beeiv^'aterl by 
Lord and the commander of an Expedi- the board of Admiralty. He ndptuEjLliq 
tion, which was not communicated to the house would give him at least the relief of 
Board. Having been himself in the skua- considering ttic paper in his hands as au- 
tion of first lord of the Admiralty at thentic. He hoped the fullest information 
the time of the transactions which were would be granted, and he challenged the 
referred to in the hon. gent.^s motions, he fullest inquiry upon that information, 
could not ascertain whether all that had Mr. Wellesley jWc explained the grounds 
passed through his hands was to lie had in on which the board of admiralty had con- 
the office. But a great part of•thli dis- ceived it impossible to retain the papers 
patches had arrived after, and of this lie sent by the right hon. gent. The olTicc 
could know nothing wdmtever. It would of lord high admiral being executed by 
appear by the report of sir T. Louis, who comiaissioners, it w as necessary that all 
was sent to examine the state of the (fiders should be signed by three of those 
Turkish fleet, the arsenals and castles of commissionevs. Tlie first lord w as un- 
the Dardanelles, on the 5th of Dec. that questionably in the habit of private cor- 
the hon. admiral thought the fiircc sent respondence with officers on service; but 
amply sufficient. This was six weeks be- no officer wmuld be justified in acting on 
fore the expedition. He w as anxious to such private communication. Even in the 
have before the house the dispatch of lord right hon. gent’s, letter to lord Colliiig- 
Coilingwood respecting this report. He w^ood, he had admitted this, by stating, 
had in this view written to the Board of that his lordship would receive olficial in- 
Adrofralty, to ascertain whether/he paper structions on the subject. Those instruc- 
was in their oftice. The Board returned tions were sent; duplicates of them were 
for answer that no such paper w^as to be ‘now- in the admiralty office, and might be 
found in their office, and that they doubted produced if required. He begged to call 
whether it existed. Ho then sent them to the recollection of the light hon. gent., 
his own copy, whibh, after pressing it as the practice of the admiralty when a pri- 
atrongly as he could upon them on public vate communication ^o or from the first 
grounds, they twice returned as not essen- lord was made official. •The first lord 
tial to any public service, and relating to brought it to the board. It was read by 
a^transactionj^whqjly gone by:—a trans- t!ie secretary; a minute was made of the 
action in which lord Collingwood’s con- transaction; an order proceeded upon it, 
duct might possibly be implicated, on the* and that document remained in the office, 
ground of sending an insufficient force to Surely then, the right hun. gent, could 
the Dardanelles, could not b« properly never contend, that letters of so old a 
looked upon wit|j such indifference; for date, wdiich be had communicated to the 
though he did not mean to throw any board while in office, and which he had 
part of the responsibility off himself on never communicated at all to the board 
body, yet certainly lord Collingwood untill the last 4 or 5 days, ought to be re- 
inight be supposed to have most to do ceived as official. It was impossible to find 
with tlie appointment of the rate of force a precedent fbr such a proceeding on the 
tent. Neither was it respectful to parlia- records ot the admiralty office ;^nd he 
ment to resist a document so proper to had searched narrowly for that purpose, 
throw light on a matter, about which an the principle was admitted, what would 

P ’cy was to bp instituted in the house prevent any private person, w ho had bc- 
tnmons. With respect to the aggra- longed to any board at any period, from 
sl^temei^t of attacking a neutral aijcl sending to that board j}iy jirivatc papers, 
ly time of peace, it would appear and insisting upon their being received as 
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otiicial documents ? On this subject he! 1 wars. A hoard of admiralty might as 


could ajjpeal with confidence to any gentle¬ 
man who had sat at the admiralty board. 
There was no disposition to prevent the 
right hon. gedt.^from obtaining his object. 
IJe would tell him how he could perhaps 
get at it. Probably lord Collingwood had 
sent sir T. Lf)ujs\s report to the admiralty, 
in which case it could certainly be pro- 
diu'cd. If the rigntiion. gent, in the ple¬ 
nitude of his [Jovver, fancied tliat he was 
lord high admiral, and that he could act as 
such without assistance, he was very much 
ndstaKen. 

Mr. Grenville explained, and defended 
'himself from the imputation of having ar¬ 
rogated a consequence that did not belong 
to him. 

Mr. G. thought, that thereW'as 

a very striking diflereiice between the Co¬ 
penhagen expedition and the Turkish in 
this respect. If ministers had been wrong 
in the Co[)cnliagenexfK’dition, there might 
be some practical ellect in taking tfic opi¬ 
nion of the house upon It, as in sue A cav-* 
the house might addre.ss his majesty to re¬ 
move his ministers. lie did not see, how¬ 
ever, any practical result from enquiring 
into the expedition to the Dardanelles, as 
the advis(‘rs of it were not no%v in oflire. 
lie presumed, tliat nobody wished to move? 
an imp('aelnnent against tliem, or to ad¬ 
dress bis majesty that they .'should never 
again be taken into his service. 

Mr. Wiiulhdm tliought the hon. gent, 
was rniieh mistaken, in .supposing tliat the, 
oidy practical effect in taking the opinion 
of the house, could be to remove one .set of 
ministers from their places. There was 
a consideration slSll more important than 
places, and tjint was character. The 
practical result wdiicli other gentlemen who 
sat near him wished,was to vindicate tlidr 
characters against unauthorized mill un¬ 
founded misrepresentations and calumnies. < 
Mome of their opponents seemed to wish, 
that this subject should lie open as a per¬ 
petual fund for insinuations; bbt at the 
same time, they .shrunk from bringing it 
fairly to a trial. He and his former col¬ 
leagues in office wdshed that it should bo 
brought to a trial, and that insinuation and 
misrepresentation upon thfs subject should 
be at r* end. lie could not conceive on 
what priciple the board of admiralty could 
refuse to keep in their house, documents so I 
important a,.s those which had been ofFereJ ! 
by his right hon. friend. He thought the 
public offices ought to be full of such rc- 
^cords, which mi|ht be useful in future 


well say they did not want maps or charts 
as to .say that such papers as admiral LoinVs 
report of tlie 'strengtli of the Dardanelleif 
was unimportant, lie thought that if i*hey 
could not see any other way in which they 
might be useful, they might, at least, have 
seen that, in justice to the ministers who 
advised thosorneasures, tiieso papers ought 
I to have been preserved. 

Lord Castlereagh could not perceive any 
necessity for entering into any enquiries 
on this subjeet, nor that it could lead to 
any beneficial result. He thought however 
that the board of admiralty were quite 
right in refusing to make this private let¬ 
ter an official document. Without mean¬ 
ing the slightest iiujmtation on the right 
hon. gent, if he could make his private 
letter coii«4idercd as an otheial document, 
any pther gentleman who had been in 
office, might come at any time wdth gar¬ 
bled communications, and insist upon their 
being received as official. The gentlemen 
who pleased t6 make those communications 
to the admiralty, might gi\e what they 
pleased, and wiihliold wdiat they pleased. 
Although he had the firmest reliance on 
the honour of the right hon. gent, yet it 
ought not to be hdt, entirely to indrvulual 
inlcgiliy and lionour, to say what 'jiapcrs 
should he presented for the purpose of being 
made official. He could not avoid noticing 
the laxity of public morals that w’as;>omc- 
times mr?tilfest 111 the conduct of gentle¬ 
men on the other side. They condemned 
most loudly the practice of reading par¬ 
tial extracts from dispatches, and yet it 
was wdiat they j)ropose.d in the pre.^^nt in-* 
stance. A noble lord also In another place, 
(earl (bey), who had ajjpeared to fed 
most .sorely upon an e.xtrrjct of a dispatch 
of his bi'ing read, had yet shewn no scru¬ 
ple, at the time he wa^j in office, to read 
• extiacts from other people^s dispatches, 
and had read in that house extracts from 
his (lord C.^s) dispatches. In fact, it w'as 
\vcll kno^vn, that when ministers laid any 
particular information before the house, it 
was from extracts ; and they did not think 
it necessary to recite all the voluminous 
matter connected with the subject; As 
to the importance of these papers, he con¬ 
ceived that the report of admiral Louis 
was only introduced a.s a convoy to get in 
the private letter which the right boiS, 
gent, washed to have entered as an official 
I document. He could take upon himself 
I to say confidently, that this report >vas 
either the admiralty or at hris Oificc. 
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lie remembered peiTcctly that he had read 
it. Without indebted to th/i right 

jion. gent/s. btoiv ot' private iiiformation. 
*jnie admiralty, therefore, could have no 
uscfin duplicates of dispatches which were 
already iu their hands. 

Mr." Titrnty defended the conduct of 
his right hon. friend, and denied that there 
was the smallest ground for the analogy 
the noble lord attempted to deduc'T? be¬ 
tween the case of this letter, and ,the 
garbled extracts to Inch the j)oble lord 
had^ alluded. But, to prove any sort of 
similitgde between this transaction and the 
other, the noble lord must shew that his 
right hon. friend had attempted to produce 
partial and mutilated extracts from the 
letters in question, instead of the complete 
documents. He did not wish to enlarge 
further on this topic of garbled extracts, 
in charity to the feelings of aVight hon. 
gent, opposite him, after tlw; seVeFe re¬ 
proach he had received upon that head 
from the highest authority in this countiy. 
Another hon. gent, w as averst; to the pro¬ 
duction of the papers moved for, because 
he said, it was' of no use to defend men 
out of office. But the hon. ge’nt. seemed 
to be quite of the contrary opinion as to 
the necessity of adducing doeuiuonts ihr 
defending men in office, from the loudness 
of his cheering, on a former nig lit, w iicn 
partial extracts from dispatches w’ere read 
to vindicate their conduct; but the pub¬ 
lic, who felt that in tiu' persons (<f his 
hon. fncuds on that side of the house, the 
country had its best friends, felt anxiety 
for their vindication ; and it was a duty 
the owed to their character.s to 

allow them the 'investigation tliey so 
<;arncstly d^esired. There appeared, how¬ 
ever, an extraordinary degree of reluct¬ 
ance and uncertainty on the part of the 
ri^ht hon. s^creta«iy, in acceding to the 
motion before^ the house ; his language^ 
was--." You niay have .this, a;id perha|)s 
you Trnight have that; but investigation 
is not necessary, because no enlarges are 
brought agaiiL>t *you.' He denied the 
assertion: charges were brought, and those 
of the most ftcnous nature ; no less tlian 
tljtoseof having brought di;>grace upon his 
nwje.sty'8 character, and tarnished the 
«plendouj; of arms, by seiasing upon 
Aloj^andria from a power with whmn vve 
trere on terms.of ain,lty, without any decla- 
bo^iliity^ and sending an, expedi- 
Against Constantinople without a mili- 
ly mrce to support it. It was against 
his eight hoik friend 


Taylor’s Motion relative to * ['I Of) 

lavished to vindicate their characters, a 
full investigation of thtn’r conduct; and it 
might as well be said, that courts-martial, 
such as that now going on atChelsea, were 
vain and useless, as an intcatigation of the 
conduct of public ministers, wdiose honour 
and characters w^ere implicated, and w ho 
had a right to demand a fair trial, and be 
either acquitted or condemned in the face 
of their country. 4 ^ ^* hoped, not only 
that the pajicrs moved for would be grant¬ 
ed, but even others which his hon. fritaids 
might deem nct'cssary, to th^Nsfullest in¬ 
formation of parliament and tWir^oiUL— 
vindication. 

Mr. 6b Johnstone in exf>lanation, denied 
that he felt any ])U.asure, or expressed any 
applausewlvm hi.s right hon. IViend (Mr. 
Canning) was reading the extracts from 
official dispatches, alluded to by the right 
hon, gent, who spoke last. On the con¬ 
trary, much as he admired the sjicech of 
his right hon. fnctltl, he had no hesitation 
in saying, that he highly disapproved of 
the iftti’oductinn of the extracts referred to, 
fieeanse sueh a practice appeared to him 
quite inconsistent with fairness in de- 
Late. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer thought 
the [lapcM's should be. produced. An lion, 
gent, had nntlc a motion, accompanied 
with observations, pointedly criminating 
the gentlemen opposite, who wished for 
the papers to enable them to meet the ac¬ 
cusation. Unices, therefons the produc¬ 
tion of the papers wouhl be attended 
wi^h public inconvenience, which did not 
afipcar to lie the ( aM‘, lu* could see no 
‘ground for wiihhv>l(liug them. He de- 
f(.‘ii(i(‘d the Admiialty i’rnm the imputa¬ 
tion of hating acted in an unmanly and 
uncandid inan.uer to the Tight hon. gent. 

If they had suppresseil, or if they liad 
buniiaj, his communications, they might 
liave justly been so accu.-.e(l ; but by re¬ 
turning them, they gave Iiim the* oppor¬ 
tunity of bringing tliem before the pub¬ 
lic in any other shape which he chose, 

Mr. CroLtr would have been better 
plea.^ed, if papers hud been called for 
which would‘have thrown a light on tin* 
planning of the expedition, rather than on 
the execution flf it; he thought diat the 
admiralty were bound to refuse j|ie riglit 
hon, gent.'s letters as they had done. 

Mr. Taylor made a short reply.— The 
l^uestipn was then put on the first motion, 
which was carried^, with the omission ot 
that pij^rt which related to the Secret Ar¬ 
ticles in the treaty with the Ottoman 
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Porte, and the reffulations for British ships i his part, sir W. Siduey Smith, kiijght, coin- 


passing the Dardanelles. 

Mr. Johnstone, consistently with his de¬ 
clared opinion that investigation was not 
necessary, moved an amendment in the 
motion respecting the correspondence be¬ 
tween his inajesty\s secretary of state and 
Mr. Arbutlmot, resident at Constantinoph^, 
rcdative to and contieeted with the causes 
of hostilities wnlli Turkey, by omitting 
every thing after the word * relative/ and 
inserting, the causes of hostilities now 
cxibt.i'ig with the Ottoman Porte.’—The 
motion, as amended, was then put and 
carried. The following are copies of the 
papers moved lor. 

[Papers relating to the Exfe- 
niTuiN TO Constantinople.] The 
following arc copies of the Pajieis pre- 
seiiled to the House of Commons in pur¬ 
suance of the above motions; viz. 

PAPEKS. 

Presented ly His majesty’^? com¬ 
mand TO THE HOUSE OF COMMOf^S. 
PURSUANT TO THEIR ADDRESS OF 
FEB. .15, 18u8. 

No. I.—TREATY between his Majesty 
and the OtUnnan Porte. 

In the name of God Almighty.—The 
uninterrupted good understanding which 
lias always subsisted between tiic august 
Court of Loudon and the Subiinie Otto¬ 
man Porte, and tlie cirrunistaiices of that 
slate of war in which the two sovereigns 
of the British and Ottoman empires are 
engaged, in consequence of the pertidious 
and multiplied aggressions of the Freu<|lp, 
have created in "^hem a mutual desire to 
cement the ti^s of their ancient friend.ship ; 
and a defensive alliance liaring just been 
concluded between the Sublime Porte and 
his maj. the emperor of all the Russias, the 
friend and alK of liis Britannic maj.; in 
which alliance, founded upon tlie basis of 
a mutual guarantee of tlieir empires, of the 
re-establishment and continuance of tran¬ 
quillity, and of the preservation of otlier 
powers, it is agreed that his Britannic maj. 
shall be invited to accede to it; their said 
majesties, namely, his maj. (tco. 3. king of 
Great Brilain, Ac. and fiis Imperial maj. 
SuliaiTSelini the 3nlthe most inight\ Otto¬ 
man emperor, being equally desirous of 
contributing to the safety and interests,^of 
their respective j^ubjectsand to the restora¬ 
tion of general trauquiiiily in Europe, have 
to this effect iiouunaled for their Plenipo- 
teniiunes, viz. the kujg of G. Brilain on 
VoL. X. . 


inander and grand cross of the royal mili¬ 
tary order of the sword, afid commander 
of Jiis sijuadroii at pre-ent in the Levant, 
and John Spencer Smith*, esq. his nvinister 
Plenipotentiary to the Siihlime Ottoman 
Porte; and his Imjierial majesty on his 
part, the right exc. and right hon. Esseid 
Ihiaham Ish.ct Pioy, wiih t)ie title of Cazi 
Asker of Roniiiili and roimcrly of Cadi of 
Constantinople, mid Ahmed Aalif, Reis Ef- 
fcmli; w'iio having reciprocally coniinuni- 
cat<‘d their full powers, proved to be iu 
go{)d and due form, have agreed upon the 
following Aiticles:—Arlicle I. His Britan¬ 
nic maj. already coimecled with his maj. 
the emperor of Russia by the tics of the 
strictest alHancc, accedes by the present 
treaty to the defensive aliiance which has 
just becli concluded between his majesty 
the*Ottonian em|)cror and the einpeior of 
Russia, in as far as its stipulations are ap¬ 
plicable to the local ciuaimstances of his 
empire and of that of the Sulilime Porte; 
ami reciprocally, his maj. the Ottoman em¬ 
peror conchidts by ibis treaty the same 
engagenienU with his Britannic maj. so 
that by virtue of tlie present defensive 
treaty, and of the alliances and treaties 
which already exist, there shall be esta¬ 
blished for e\cr between the three empires, 
peace, good understanding, and perfect 
friendship by sea and by land, so that for 
the future the friends of one of t!ie parties 
shall be the frientls of the other, and the ene¬ 
mies of the one shall be equally regarded as 
the enemies of the others: it is for this reason 
that the two high contracting parjties pro¬ 
mise and engage to coinnuinicate freely 
with each other in all affairs vhh'h may in¬ 
terest their tranquillity and reciprocal se¬ 
curity, and to take with one accord the ne¬ 
cessary measures too|:ipose.alI projects hos¬ 
tile to themselves, and to bring about gene-' 
ral tranquillity.—Art. JL In order to give 
full and intire effect to this alliance, the 
high contracting parties mutually guarantee 
their possessions to tncli other: his Bri¬ 
tannic majesty guarantees to the Ottoman 
Porte all the possessions without exception, 

I which it held hninediatdy before tlie inva¬ 
sion of Egypt by the French; and recipro¬ 
cally his maj. the Ottoman emjjeror gua¬ 
rantees to G. Britain all its possessions 
without any exception whatever,—-Art 111. 
Although the two contracting ]mrties re¬ 
serve to themselves fhe full right of entering 
into negociation with otlier powers, aiifl of 
concltiding with them any treaties which 
,2K . / 
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their inter'^sls mav require, they neverthe¬ 
less niutu'Mly en<;ai:e, in t!je most binding 
wanuer, that those Irealies shall not con¬ 
tain anv.corifh.'ion which ran et'er cause jho 
least hijurv, (JainiV^'C, or |)iejnfJi<?e to either 
of the tnl), or be tlelriinenlal to (he inte¬ 
grity of their slates; tliey promise on the 
contrary to consult arul to preserve to the 
beslol* ihcir power their reciprocal honour, 
security, and advauUi^c.—Art. IV. In all 
cases of l?ostilc attack a<;'cvusl the ‘-tales ^1’ 
one of the conlractiny; parlies, the succ<»ur 
to be furnished by tlie oilier shall he reun- 
lated by the principles of oood faith, cfui- 
forniabK to the iulimaie friendship which 
exists between t)ie two empires, and ac¬ 
cording to the nature and the exigency of 
the cases in question.—Art. V. The two 
contracting parlies acting togolher, either 
with the wliolc of their forces or .with the 
succours furnished in virtue of tlys .alli¬ 
ance, one of the parli' ^ shall not conclude 
any peace or [lernuuient truce williout com- 
preliending in it the other party, and pro¬ 
viding for its secuiitv; and in case of an 
attack upon one of the paities, in conse¬ 
quence of the stipulations of this treaty or 
of their faithful execution, the other party 
shall assist him in the manner the most 
expedient and most confonnable to the 
common interests, according to the exi¬ 
gency of the case.- Art, VI. The two high 
conlracling parlies are agreeil and have de- 
tenninofl, that w hen their fleets, sijyadrons, 
vessels, and other ships of wai shall meet, 
they shall salulc each other, observing, as 
to which side shail commence the salute, 
the supeiioiily of the rank of the comman¬ 
ders, imticated by tlieir flags. And in case 
their rank shall be equal, they shall not sa¬ 
lute each ottier. The salute shall be re¬ 
turned by an number of guns. On 

a meeting taking plsjce, boats .shall there¬ 
fore be sent in hrder to concert niutually, 
and to avoid all misunderstandii g.—Art. 
VII. The trophies and all the booty which 
may have been taken from the eiietny, shall 
belong to the tro^s which liave taken 
them.—Art. VTII. The two high contract¬ 
ing parlies being actually at war with the 
coiijimon enemy, agree to make common 
cause, and not to conclude any peace or 
truce but with one accord, as has been sti¬ 
pulated in the tifth Article; so that on 
one side the Sublmie Porte, notwithstand¬ 
ing the ct^tion of the present attack di¬ 
rected against her states, shall be bound to 
I the war, and to remain faithfully 

UHched to the cause of her august* allies,( 


uiftil the conclusion of a peace, just and 
honourable ibr them ami for herselt; and 
on the other side^ his Britannic maj. shall 
be equally bound not to make peace with 
the common enemy, without providing for 
the interests, the honour, and the security of 
tlK‘ Ottojiian empire.—Art. tX. The two 
allies thus making commun cause, promise 
communicate to each other their iutcnlloiis 
relative to the conlinuamv of the war and 
tlie conditions of peace, and to concert with 
each other on tln^^’e vubjerls, guiding them¬ 
selves by the ]n!ucq)les of /|usiice^ind 
equil\.—Alt. X. In order to lender more 
ctlhaeious the assistance, to he furnished 
by !>olh parties in the pieseut war, aceord- 
ing to the spirit of this tieaty of alliauee, 
the two liigh contracting parlies sliall eou- 
c<nt: togellier on the measures which may 
he best cidrulatcd to defeat the pernicious 
irrqjccls of the enemy in general, and par¬ 
ticularly in Kg\pt, and to destroy his 
trade in the Levant and the Mediierranean ; 
and to^ this effect his maj. the Ottoman 
emperor engages not only to shut all his 
prills without exception to the commerce 
of the enemy, but also to employ in his 
slates against liiiii, in order to impede the 
execution of Iris ambitious projects, an 
army of at least U)(i,()00 men, and to 
augment it, if the case shouhl require it, 
to the utmost extent of his forces. He 
shall also put his naval force in a state of 
preparation, to act in conceit with that of 
his allies in tire seas before mentioned; and 
his Britannic maj. reciprocally engages on 
his part, to emjdoy in tlie said seas, a naval 
always proportionate to that of tlie 
enemy, in order equally tp annoy him, con¬ 
certing with the fleets of his allies the means 
of throwing obstacles in the \f^y of t\ wie- 
culjon of the enemy’s plans, and more es- 
ficcially of preventing any attack upon the 
^stales and provinces of the Ottoman em¬ 
pire.—Art. XL It being understood that 
the continuance of the Brilisli forces in tlie 
Levant hasior its principal object the defence 
of the Turkish coasts, and that desertion by 
weakening the means must infallibly prove 
detrmieutal to that object, the two high con¬ 
tracting parties engage not to tolerate it 
under any motive or pretext whatsoever.— 
Art. XII. Although the two high cunt^ctiug 
' parties are anxious to preserve these engage¬ 
ments in force as long as possible, yet as cir- 
cifhistances may in time require some change 
in them, it is agreed to fix the term of eight 
years for the duration of this detiuitive treaty 
of alliance^ counting from the day of the ex- 
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change of the ratifications. At the expiia- i (Translation of Inclosure, referred to in; 
tion of that term, the two parties will enter ’No. 3.^ ' 


into amicable discussion for its renewal, con¬ 
forming themselves to the existing situation 
of aflairs.—Art. Xllli The present treaty of 
defensive alliance shall be ratified by his 
maj. the king of O. Britain, and tiis maj. 
the Ottoman emperor, and the ratifications 
shall be exchanged at Constantinople in 3 
months, or sooner if possible. lii witness 
whereof, we the undersigned, ministers 
plenipotentiary aforesaid, have signed the 
present treaty of alliance, and have atlixed 
to it the seal of our arms, together with 
that of the legation of his Britannic maj. 
at the Sublime Ottoman Porte. Done at 
Constantinople, the 5th of Jan. 1799* Wm. 
S1DNF.Y Smith, John Spknceh Smith, 
Imkahim IsmaelBey, Ahmeo Aatiff 
IIeis Effendi. 

No. 11.—Extract of a Dispatch from the 
Earl of Elgin to Lord Grenville, dated 
Coiislanlinople, 25th Nov. 1799* 

On Saturday (Nov. 23) I had thftlionour 
of presenting my credentials to the Kai- 
macam who now supplies the place of the 
Grand Vizier, and by particular request, 
ot the same time exchanged the ratification 
of the treaty with which his maj. had been 
graciously pleased to intrust me. 

No. Ill.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
the right hon. Ch. Arhuthnot to Mr. 
Secretary Fox, dated Buyukdere, ‘25lh 
Aug. —Received 29 th Sepl. 

It was yesterday settled at the Porte 
that the present Hospodars of Moldavia 
and Wallachia should be recalled, and that 
jirince Charles Callimaki, the First Dragp- 
man of the Port^ should be named to the 
government of Moldavia, and prince Alex¬ 
ander Suzzo fo that of Wallachia; at the 
same lime Mr. Bano Ilanchyry was »ip- 
pointed Dragoman in the room of prince 
Callimaki. To give you a perfect idea of 
the disrespect with which Russia has been 
treated in this instance, it is necessary that 
I should transmit to you an extract from 
the Regulations respecting Moldavia and 
Wallacliia, which were published in the year 
1802. As 110 accusation whatever has been 
brought against either of the Hospodars 
who are now removed, tfiere can be no ex¬ 
cuse W breaking the convention; by which 
it was stipulated with Russia that 7 ><*^^**5 
should be the jieriod of each yirince's jjo- 
vernment. You will probably expect to 
hear that this measure has originated with 
the French ambassador; in effect there are 
proofs si^cient that it b bis vrork. 


The terin of Ihecontinimiire of the Hos-' 
podiirs in their govenimerits sball^ from 
heiiceforlh be fixed at /wwplete and en¬ 
tire years, to date from the day of their 
nomination, and if they are not guilty of 
any open offence, they shall not be <lis- 
plai:ed before that term is expired ; if they 
do commit an offence during that time, the 
Sublime Porte will inform the minister of 
Russia of tlie circumstance; and if, after 
due examination is made into the affair on 
both sides, it shall appear that the Hospo- 
dar has really <'ominitted an offence, in that 
case only his de[)osition shall be allowed. 

No. IV^.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
Mr. Arhuthnot to Mr. Secretary Fox, 
dated Buyukdere, 29th Sept. 18()6‘. 

On the l(Slh of this month the Drago¬ 
man of the Porte coinmunicalcd to Mr, 
Pisani * for my information, a Note which 
had been presented by I In*. Frencli ambas¬ 
sador a cop} of which 1 have herewith the 
honour to inclose. 

Inclosure rcierred to in No. 4.—Note 
presented by tlic Frencli Ambassador 
at llie Porte, to tlie Reis Effendi. 
Dated Pera Ibth Sept. 1806’. 

Tlie undeisigned, general of division, 
ambassador of his nn\j. the emperor of 
the French, king of Italy, has the honour 
to lay before bis exc. the Reis Eff’endi the 
following Considerations.—He has been po¬ 
sitively informed, although in an indirect 
inanuer, that the Russian legation has de¬ 
livered a Note to Ijie Sublime Porte, in 
which it is said that the emperor ^f Russia 
has refused to ratify the treaty of peace 
signed at Paris by his pleiiipohintiary. This 
refusal places Europe in the same situation 
in which she was 6 weeks ago, but it ^un¬ 
masks the projects of^Russia. This treaty 
of peace stipulated for the indepeiulance of 
the seven islands; a stipulaliou which re¬ 
moving the Russians from the Mediterra¬ 
nean, vfhere they had eslablislied them¬ 
selves in order to attack the Ottoman eiu-, 
pire at various points, could not be accept¬ 
able to them.—Ragusa was restored to its 
independance under the protection of* tire 
Sublime Porte: this arrangement renderiug 
it impossible for the Russians to keep up 
their intelligence witli the Montenegrians 
and witli the revolted Servians, was contra¬ 
ry to llieir views.—Doubtless it is the arli- 

* First Dragoman or Interpreter attached 
to the British mission. 
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cle wliifcb stipulates for the independauce 
of the Ollcman empire and the integrity 
of iU territory \\*iiicli bus occasioned the re¬ 
jection of tlie peace at Petersburg!]; Russia 
then perceived that she could no longer 
seize provinces of that empire by force of 
arms as she seized the Crimea, or extort 
them from her in time of peace, as she did 
with regard to Georgia and the passage ^of 
the Dardawelles.—This treaty of peace, in 
tine, leaving the French iii Albania and Dal* 
inatia, placed upon the frontiers of Turkey 
tier most ancient ally and her most faithful 
friend, who would have remained and wall 
ever remain ready to <irfend her. Such are 
the motives which have lend the cabinet of 
Petersbiirgh to this refusal. I do not give 
way to vain declamation; I lay factj# be¬ 
fore you; I beseech you to weigh them 
with all the attention to which the}»are en¬ 
titled.—-If in tiiesc dillicnit circumslaiices 
the Porte does not foi in a true estimate of 
her dangers and of Jicr force, if she does 
not form the decision lier interests require 
of her, I shall perhaps ere long have to la¬ 
ment her fate.—TJie utidersigned has re¬ 
ceived the most positive ord ts from his 
maj. the emperor of the French, kimr of 
Italy, to declare to the sublime Porte, that 
ixd only the priiiciples of friendship, but 
those of the strictest neutrality, require that 
the Bosphorus should be shut against all 
Russian sliipsof w ar, as well as against every 
other vessel of that nation, bringingitroops, 
ammunition, or provisions; and that the 
said passage cannot be opened to them 
w'khout committing an act of hostility 
. against IJrance, and without giving his maj. 
Napoleon lhe,grcat a‘right of passage over 
the territories of the Ottoman cm[)ire, in 
order to combat with the Russian army on 
the banks of the Dniester.—Any renewal 
or continualioii *of alliance with tl»e ene¬ 
mies of France, such as England and Rus¬ 
sia, w ould be not only a manifest violation 
of the neutrality, but an accession on the 
part of the Sublime Porte to the w^r which 
those poweis wage ffgainst France, and his 
maj. wouUJ see himself compelled to take 
measures conformable to his interests and 
hisVlignily.—The Sublime Porte cannot 
mainluin her relations with two missions 
from Naples, and hi^ maj, the emperor of 
the French cannot suflor his august brother 
Napolgq^ '^^ph King of Naples and the 
two^ to meet with difHcuUies here 

SdBtf does not experience from any 
amity with France.—Mis maj. the 
has a large army in Dailnatia:^ 


thi^army is collected for the defenee of the 
Ottonian empire, niiless aii equivocal con¬ 
duct on tlie part of the Porte, and a con¬ 
descension towards Hussiii and England, 
which might again tlaoiv her into their 
power, should compel his maj. the emperor 
of the French to bring forward his formida¬ 
ble forces for a purpose !olHliy opposite to 
tliat wlik'h he had in view.—Mis maj. has 
ordered the undersigned to slate to the Sub¬ 
lime Porte ill the most friendly, though 
energetic manner, these deiuimds, for the 
purpose of olitaining an answer in writing; 
and it is expected that this answer shall be 
positive and categorical.—No further delay 
rail he allowed; and his maj. has no doubt 
that the Sublime Porte will give him the 
assurances he desires, and which are so 
much in unison with the interests of the 
Oltoman empire.—^The undersigned has no 
wish to make a vain display ot* the formida¬ 
ble forces of the great Na|>oleon ; his 
friends know Iiow^ to estimate their iinpor- 
ianco; his enemies have fell llieir power. 
—The genius of his august master is well 
known; his determinations are wise and 
prompt, his personal altarliment to his 
highness is sincere. Me only seeks the 
indefiendance, the integrity, and the glory 
of Turkey. lie desires nothing. 11<‘ asks 
nothing. What inducements to an union 
w'ith him! At the same time what reason 
to apprehend the lo.ss of his good-w^ill by 
adopting a timid, imcertain, or inimical 
line of conduct 1 Under these circumstances 
the Jtnsw'er of the Sublime Porte will regu¬ 
late the conduct of my august master. 
Let not the threats of the enemies of 
France impose upon tli^ Suhiime Porte; 
they have been vanquished, aiid they will 
ever be so. The great Napolefin will employ 
all ,his resources for the glory of bis high¬ 
ness Sejim III, liis friend; and bis resources 
Urc iumiense, bis genius is still greater.— 
This Note is of .sufficient im|K>rtance to be 
submitted to the profound wisdom of bis 
maj. the emperor Selim III. and your exc. 
is re(juested to take the earliest opportu¬ 
nity of laying it before him. 'Fhc under¬ 
signed &c. H6hacr Sebastiani. 

No V.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
Mr. Arbutlmot to Mr. Secretary. Fox. 
Buynkder^, I7th Oct. Re¬ 

ceived *2i\ ian. 1807. 

On the 15th inst. a conference with 
dltaJinsky took place according to ap¬ 
pointment. The £x-Chiaya Iky was pre¬ 
sent, and there was still an elFort made to 
negotiate* Tlie R ussiaii fhmister, however, 
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would of course listen to nothing but thcl 
iiuitiodiate and unconditional restoration of 
(ho llospodars, which before they parted 
wa,s agreed iiS in Hie Jiianner tliat he re- 
ipiiied. 

No. VI.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
Mr. Arbullniot to Lord Uowick, dated 
Pera, 1 st Dec. J 806. 

In tlie short dispatch which I wrote to 
your loidship on the 25lh of last month, 1 
tiad the honour of informing you that 1 
was in daily expectation of the airival of 
admiral Louis with a squadron at the Dar- 
tlanelh‘s. At the lime 1 was writing to 
>our lordship, the squadron, coiisisliiig of 
*tliree liiu* of battle ships, was anchored off 
IVnedos; from whence, however, in con¬ 
sequence of a letter from me, it was im¬ 
mediately removed to the Dardanelles, and 
the admiral himself having left two of liis 
ships at that]>Iace, came up in the Canopus 
t(» Constantinople. lie arrived liere on I ri- 
day evening the 'J7lh ultimo, and his sliip, 
together wilii the Eiidymioii, is now at 
anchor in this harbour. , 

No. VIL—Dispatch from Lord Howick 
to Mr. Aibuthnot, dated ]4.lh Nov. 

1 «o6. 

Sir; Voiir dis))alcIiesto No Gpj inclusive, 
have been received and laid before the 
king .—111 obedience to his maj s commands, 

1 liave the greatest pleasuie in expressing to 
you Ins royal approbation of the whole of 
your conduct, in the discussions w hich lutve 
taken place between Russia and the Porte. 
—It 1.5 much to be lamented that any* 
thing should occur to divide, and perhaps 
to turn against each other, the efforts of 
tliose j)owers which a seiKse of their nm- 
tnal interests shoulil unite against the coin- 
inoii enemy; and on this account, how¬ 
ever adverse the conduct of the Turkish 
govenmient may have been to any expeA- 
ation of its success, every practicable mode 
of calm and amicable remonstrance should 
be used in the hope of recalling the Porte 
to a better policy.—The fatal ^effects of 
Freiicli influence in the councils of other 
powers are not in want of any illustration ; 
and indeed if the situation of so many 
nations, once independent, and now llie 
vassals of Prance, did notfilacc in the most 
striking^view^ the nature of the security to 
be derived from an alliance with that [)owcr, 
whilst it holds a position enabling it to act 
oflensively against the object of its promis¬ 
ed protection; the little disguise observed 
by M. Sebastiaiii would alone be suflicicni to 
0 ]>eii the eyes of laiy goveroiiient not abso¬ 


lutely blind to il.s own preservation. It is dis¬ 
tinctly p vowed in the Note of thatrtiinister, 
that ihe possession of Dalmatia and Aiha- 
nia by the Fretich, wdnl.st "it is asserted to 
be for the defence of the Porte, may 
at any time be used for^ its destruction. 
Evmi the ofl'er of protection is accompanied 
fiy a direct menace of attack on the Turkish 
dominions; if the Porte does not at oiicfc 
renoifnce its connexion with allies whose 
po«reri(tl and disinti rested support it has 
aheady experienced, and become unfaith¬ 
ful to its sid>bi 5 ling engagements.—The 
evident tendency of such conduct on the 
part of the Freiicli government, and the 
efleet it must inevitably produce with re¬ 
spect to the allies, if the Porte should yield 
to an influence so fatal to its security, are 
very properly pointed out in the Notes 
which yoq have delivered. You will im¬ 
mediately state that they have met with 
the decided approbation of this govern¬ 
ment; and you will add, that there can 
exist but little hope of pre.serving the rela¬ 
tions of amity between the tw'o powers, 
w hilst a minister, w hose influence has alrea¬ 
dy been so prejudicial to the friendship 
subsisting between them, is suftVred to re¬ 
main at Couslanlinoplc. The insulting and 
faitliicss propositions made by M. 8ebas- 
liani, which it is much to be i^grettod the 
Porte did not immediately reject with indig¬ 
nation, justify the allies in requiring that he 
should be reinowd. Yon will therefore, 
in enfoiniig the representations which you 
are heieby instiucted to make, of the ne- 
cessily of immediate satisfaction with res¬ 
pect to the just demands of Russia, urge 
this point also in the strongest inaiiner, as 
of the greatest importance to the preserva¬ 
tion of a good understanding betw^een the 
two powers.—It was thought right to lose 
no time in forwarding to you this dispatch, 
at the same lime that* an additional naval 
force is preparing to be sent to lord Col- 
Imgwood, which may enable him to detach 
a suflicic^t squadron to Constantinople, to 
give w'cighl to, and if necessary to enforce 
an Acquiescence in your represenlation.—- 
Whether it may be prudent immediately to 
avow this inlentioii, it will be for yoii.to 
consider. The commercial establisimieuts 
formed by British subjects in the Turkish 
doniiuions, and the danger to whicli their 
persons as well as their properties may be 
exposed from the violence of a power re¬ 
strained by none of those rules of conduct 
which govern civilized nations, will not fail 
to be •duly weighed by you in rfoitning 
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yourdetermination.—WJicn this force sails, 
further'instnict'ons will be scut you, 
which the aiUlihoiuil information that may 
be expected will probably •enable me t<^ 
apply with mote certainty to the existing 
cin iimstaures.—hi the mean time, as a 
ruptiup iij'pei.rs but too probable, you 
will lake all iiecesRury measures of j'recau- 
tiou lor securing: every Ihin^. that belongs 
to your mission, and for guarding the per¬ 
sons aud propeity of the; British merchifiils 
atjainsl any injury.—I am piepaiing in- 
stiiictions relative to the Dragomans, and 
•other objects mentioned in your fuimer dis¬ 
patches, which shall be sent by llic earliest 
opportunity. HowiCK. —P." 8. I have 
every reason to expect that the jiroposed 
reinforcement to lord Collingwood will sail 
in 4 or 5 days, and his Idp. will have orders 
immediately to detach a sufiiciciiUsquadron 
to the Dardanelles. , « 

No. VIII.—Dispalch from lord Viscount 
Howick to Mr. Arburllinol, dided 
Downing Sheet, 20lh Nov. 18(^6'.* 
Sir; The parliinlars of the late conduct 
of the Porte, as detailed in your dispatches, 
have engaged the most serious attention of 
this government ; they but too clearly de¬ 
monstrate the prevalence of the French 
induence iii the Divan, and impose on his 
majesty the necessity of taking the most 
prompt and vigorous measures for the 
sei urity of his own interests, and for the 
fultilment of his engagements to, his ally 
the emperor of Russia.—You leave been 
already apprized of the king’s inleiition to 
send a powerful squadron to Constan¬ 
tinople for tliis purpose. The departure 
of tliat^quadron nolv enables me to furnish 
you with these further instructions for your 
conduct.—Y^ou will immediately on its 
arrival declare to* the Turki>h government 
the reasons whirli «bave induced his ma¬ 
jesty to take tfiis measure. You will slate 
that the British fleet conics either to attack 
or defend, as the conduct of Ihe Porte 
shall determine ; rthat it would Always be 
more consonant vith the most earnest 
wishes of liis majesty's heart, to appear 
rather in the character of a friend than an 
enemy to a power whom interest should 
unite with him in support of the common 
cauk*, and with whom the increased dan¬ 
gers’of the present crisis would dispose his 
majesty to strengthen the bonds of his 
alliance ; but that the determination of 

jfe* Not recaved by Mr. Arbutlinot until 
■Per iie had quitted Constantinoplet • 


l^iiich of lliese characters his majesty is to 
assume, must now rest with the Porte; 
and that his maicsly feels lumself under 
the necessity of [>erciuptOiilv ^>iopOfiin£!; this 
alternative, eiiher the iiilUuiKe ol France 
must cease, or Ihe IViendshiji so Jong esta¬ 
blished belwccii the two powers, a liieud- 
slup beneficial to both, but cuiineiilly ad¬ 
vantageous to the Tuikish government, can 
no longer continue.—Nor are the juoofs 
which his majesty reejuiros of the desliuclion 
of an influence so fatal to Ihe best mlercsls 
of the Poitc, mneasonahle in themselves, 
or difhcult to lie given. They consist 
simply ill a faithful observance of tl>c en¬ 
gagements which the IVnte has conlnicleil 
wiih the allies. By treaty tlic Poite is 
bound not io dispossess the llosjiodars of 
Wallacina and Moldavia for a ( cilam lime, 
or willunit tlie conscnl of Russia. By 
treaty tlie Porte is also hound to permit 
the passage of Uusslan ships ol* war, with 
the iiecessaiy transports, to convey slous 
iiiul ivovifeioHS, through the canal of Con- 
stanlinople,—l.et tlie deposed Hosjiodars 
he re-iiistaled in the governments of which 
tliey have been uiijuslly dispossc-scd. Let 
liie passage of the Russjaii shi|)s he gi anted, 
tree from impediment, aceiSrding to the 
Icrms of liie tiealy, and all apjiearance of 
hostility on the part of Clreal Biilain shall 
immediately cease.—Upon these two points, 
therefore, you will imniediatciy and pe¬ 
remptorily insist, as indispensable to llie 
contiiiuance of peace. Upon receiving a 
•salisfactoiy answer, you will declare that 
the British squadron shall leuiam only so 
long as ils presence may be necessary for 
the security and proti;^lion of the Porte 
itself; anci you will give the strongest 
assurances of Jiis rnajesty^s support and 
assistance, if the Turkish government, 
adopting a better policy, should disengage 
itself from its connections witii Frame. 
But if this satisfaction sbonld mdortunalely 
be refused, or improperly delayed, you will 
deliver in* a note recapilidalmg the com¬ 
plaints which his majesty has to urge 
against the Porte, and decianng your 
mission to be‘at an end ; and taking care, 
as far as may be possible, to secure the 
persons and prcqierly belonging to. it, as 
well as to the British factory, j^u will 
retire on board the. fleet, or to a place of 
safsty, and iiTimedlately signify to the 
I^ritish admiral, that hoslililics are to com¬ 
mence.—^Therc are indeed other points 
which, even if the Porte should acquiesce 
in the demands which* you are above 
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more particularly instructed to make, raus^ 
not be overlooked ; and particularly the 
removal of M. Sebasliani from Constan¬ 
tinople, and the renewal of the treaty 
wilh (Jreat B.ilain. The first, more espe- 
rially, should be much insisted on, as of 
the uSmost impoitance to a preservation 
of the i^o(Kl understanding between the 
two poweis; but neither of them are 
such as, if ihe principal objects in dispute 
are rojiredcd, w ould of themselves justify a 
dcclaralion of w :\\\—’^fhe former part of 
these Instrurlions hu\!*ig been written iu 
the hope that the Uussian nnnisler may 
^not ycl have (pulled Constantinople, it still 
n inains for me to provide for the case of 
war liavini» actually begun between llur-ia 
ami the Porte.—lu this case you will ofler 
tlic nicdialiou oi‘Ids majesty <m the grou!id 
of immediate compliance willi the two 
principal demands above referred to, viz. 
the restitution of the flospodars, and tlie 
free passage of PiC'Sian sltips to and from 
the Black sen. Sliould this ofter be ac¬ 
cepted, you will immediately dispatch l\ 
coutidential person to the general com¬ 
manding the Russian army, and lo M. 
Itaiiuskv, if he should be in a situation !o 
receive such a cmumuineation, vev'|uesting a 
sttspensio!! of hoslilities for the purpose of 
connneiK'iiig a m goiialioii for peace, for 
tile com lu .ion of which you will continue 
lo employ your good otiiccs,—If, on tlu' 
ctuiirarv, this just offer should be rejeeied, 
you will, as in tlie former ease, terminate 
your mission, and send the necessary inJdr- 
malion to the oilieer commanding his ma- 
jesl /s ships of w ar, tlial he may proceed, 
;u cording lo his im.^uclions, to cnfoiCc, bv 
the [lower of llic Brilisli navy, those fair 
and e(|uital>lc demands, a compliance with 
which it would have been so inncii inoiu' 
sutisficlory lo his majesty lo have obtained 
from the i*oile through a sense of its own 
iulercst, and an acknowledgment of their 
iijodei'ution and jiislire. Should the Turkish 
government inihappily persevere iniisb riing 
to the coiiiicils of France, his niajeslv is 
confident, that the events which must 
follow cannot be imputed to Great Biitaiii 
or Russia: their conduct tow'ards the 
Porle has been uniformly tltat of Hie most 
<lisinlere„'rfed friendship, and the Porto has, 
in more than one inslanee, experienced the 
efficacy of tiieir power in defending her, 
against the designs of France. Tliose de¬ 
signs, though not now pursued by open 
force, are nut less apparent than vvlicn 
France, faithless toiler engagements at the 
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same lime that she insolently professed to 
act as fill ally of tlie Porle, nivaded and 
conquered one, of the dependencies of the 
Turkish empire; that conquest wasvvrt'^led 
from her, and restored to the Porle, by 
the successful arms and generous p(*li<:y of 
Great Britain. In the same spirit I he aiUes 
have still conliuued lo act towards the 
Portti, and that goveriunenl must be under 
the iiiffuence of a bhudm'ss lordly to he 
conceived if, in (qlposilion tti such p^cent 
expelieucc, and to her most evident in- 
! IciTsls, she shall reject an cdlkmci; in which 
j s!v hashiliicrlo fo\ind secuiilvawd honour, 

1 inider llicbelii f that either ran be altamecl 
under the promised prolertion of rranee. 
Are the designs of France doulilful] Let 
the position wliich she occupies iu Dalmatia 
and Albania, which cannot be slated lo he 
in any necessary to the security of her 
own fi (Sillier—let l!ie language of M. 
Sebastiani himself, (ieclariiig tiiat, from 
that point offensive measures may betaken, 
and o.ienly ihicalening the desiriicfion of 
the Turkish eminre—answer that question. 
The proofs of the designs of Fiance are 
indeed too numeious to bo recited, and 
the invasion of Fgypt serves as an exanqilc 
of the atteiii;’ts whirli that government is 
prepared to make, not on that i omitry only, 
but on Greece', on Syiia, m (! on ollnn' va¬ 
luable dejiendt ncics of t.ic Tuikisii empire, 
hi such a s»tiiah‘'U of ailairs \lie inUignes 
and liie menace^ of Fruice Cijualiy render 
any teinpori/ing measures impiacticab'e ; 
the Forte is placed in a situation in which 
a real neutiality can no longer be pre¬ 
served, and she must clioose be^wecxt those 
powers whose friendship she has expe¬ 
rienced, and those whose pi^mises sue 
basso much reason to dirtrust. AiMinst 
IVance, more fatal to the iii!tre>t'5 of Ikir- 
key as an insidious frieiifl tlian as an open 
ui'iioiny, his majesty and his aiigus: ally have 
ofi'ered their generous priilcchon, and having 
exhausted_^all the means of coneitialioii 
consistent with Iheir inleiests ami their 
honour, his niajt sty awajfs the result, wliat- 
ever it may be, with au enthe coulideme, 
that the uniform disinterested ness of his 
intentions will bo fully muuifcsied ro the 
world. I am, A:c. HowiCK, 

No. IX.— Extract of a Disputeji tiooi 
Mr. Arbiitimol to Lord liownk, dated 
Peru, 27tli Jan. liso7. 

Late at night on Ihu ^3d inst. ray servant 
arrived with your lordship’s dispatch of the 
I4lh of |ast Nov. It has becu thedughest 
gratification to me to learn from jonr lord* 
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ship ihkt niy conduct lias met wjth his 
majestys approbation. Your lordship will 
have the goodness, I hope, to take an op¬ 
portunity of expressing to his majesty my 
deep sense of this distinguished favour, and 
you will allow me at the same time to offer 
my sincere thanks to yourself for the 
obliging manner in which you made to me 
so flattering a comiminicalion.—After the 
receipt of your lordship's dispatch I los^ no 
time in asking for a c<?nference. It was 
fi^ed for the 25th inst.; and on my arrival 
at the Porte I found Ismet Bey, the Reis 
Etfendi, the Chiaya Bey, and the Ex-Ciiiaya 
Bey, all assembled.—As the conference 
lasted more than four hours, it would 
require a length of lime to set <io\vn on 
paper all that was said on that occasion. 
Being anxious to inform your loidsliip 
without delay of my having received yonr 
instructions, and having also to*foVuar(l 
niy eight jireceding dispatches, whicli have 
been detained till now hy a contrary wind, 

I shall for the present do little more than 
refer to the contents of the letter herewith 
inclosed, which was sent by me yesterday 
to the Reis Efl’endi. Indeed tliat letter 
may give a tolerable idea of wliat passed 
at the conference ; for the Ottoman mi¬ 
nisters, who of late had beeii displeased at 
what they called my personal partiality to 
Russia, and wdio all along have expressed 
their •conviction that his miijestv as not 
acting in concert with Russia, were now so 
amazed and dejected, that they did not 
utter a single word which is worth repeating 
to your lordship. They confined (liem- 
•elves Entirely to their usual professions of 
friemfship for his majesty; to the com¬ 
plaints, which I had often heaid before of 
the treatment •they had received from 
R^issia,‘ and to excuses for their own con¬ 
duct, grounded on the changes which have 
taken place in Europe, They declared/ 
however, that they could give no official 
answer until the Sultan's pleasure had been 
know n.—I have opljy to observe, in addition 
to what your lordship will find in my letter 
to the Reis ^'eiidi, that as it was left to 
my discretion, either to announce or to 
conceal the approaching arrival of a second 
squadron, 1 determined on the former after 
flome deliberation.—1 was convinced that 
the only chance of opening the eyes of the 
Porte woeld arise from its being proved that 
bis final Yesohition had been 

and for this reason, 1 made to the 
ministers the communifation in 
and read to them such parts of 
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your lordship's dispatch as would he right 
for them to know.—Your hip. lelt it also 
to my discretion how^ to act v'ilh respect to 
the eventual departure of the merchanls. 
r knew that many of them had outbtaiiding 
debts to a considerable amount, and here 
in particular, it would be imj)ossil)lc lo 
settle their accounts at a shoit waiuii'g. 

I therefore informed the Porte that I shou d 
immediately prepare our fiuioiics lor llu ir 
departure, which had likewise tliecffed of 
shewing tliat his majesty s government was 
really serious; and 1 obtained a solemn 
proiiiis!c that, should it be neeesvary, llie 
British nierchaiils, as had been tiieease willi 
the Russians, should have firmans lo pass 
the Dardanelles.—I have since made known 
to the factory lierc. the present slate of 
tilings ; and shonhl his majesty’s subjects 
be ullinralely obliged to !eav«^ the country, 

I will take every possible care to [irocure 
for them the means of departing in safety. 

1 am no less attentive lo the iaetoiy at 
§inyrtia, and to lln^ Biilish commercial 
eslablishnicuts at the other slates of tliis 
empire. 

(luclosure referred to in No. 0.)—Letter 
from Mr. Arbutliiiol lothe Reis Efeii- 
di, dated Pera, 26tli Jan. 1807. 

Sir; Y^our excellency expressed a desiie 
of receiving in writing, the sulislmice of 
wJiat 1 had the honour of stating to you in 
our conference of yesterday. In compli¬ 
ance with this desire, I siiall recall lo 
yopr recollection the several topics whi h, 
by iny sovereign’s orders, I hafi to lay be¬ 
fore you ; and in again pointing out the 
line of conduct which his inaj. expects from 
the Porte, f shall in tlfeir very words, re¬ 
peat the orders w hich I hai^e now received, 
and whicJi, as they admit but of one con- 
sTruction, it will he my duly most literally 
and most faithfully to obey —That your 
excellency and the other ministers who as¬ 
sisted at the conference might understand 
more cleiirly the motives which had induced 
his inaj. after a long enduring patience, lo 
cliange his conduct towards the Porte, it 
was necessary for me to allude to the first 
conference I had after my arrival in this 
country. I told you that Mahniood, who 
was then Reis Efendi, had scarcely given 
me time to leave the frigate, bef^Te he in¬ 
vited me to a conference; that his first 
Ijuestioti was, whether I was authorized to 
renew the treaty; and that to give me a 
convincing pjroof of the Sultan's desire to 
continue that connection with his ntaj. 
which had already been productive of such 
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inestimable benefits to this empire, he read 
to me a note from his highness to the Vizir, 
tvbich had been written as I M^as coming 
romid the point of the Seraglio, and which, 
ais f remember v/ell, contained these words: 

* f see that the ambassador of my friend 
the king of Eiigiaiid is arrived; let my 
ileis Efendi see him immediately, and let 
me know whether he has hroiriht i^owers 
to renew the Treaty/ I should not pre¬ 
sume to-(luote the words of the Sultan’s 
note, it even one <»f them luul escaped niv 
ineinory; hut his highness 1 am sure will 
own the accuracy of my stalemeiil, and in 
revolving in his mind the feelings by wliich 
be was then iulluenced, he will regret per- 
Jiaps tliat new eouiwellors soon inspired 
Ollier sentiments.—I then informed }(>ii of 
llie answer which I had given lo Mahmood ; 
iimi w hich, notwithstanding it contained the 
most satisfactory reasons for my not having 
been ab’e to he invself the bearer of full 
powers, and was expressive of niy convic¬ 
tion tliat they would soon arrit^e, was 
received however by that micisler w’ith 
marks of moitification which could not but 
prove that he, no less than his master, was 
aware that an allianee with England was 
the only means of insuring prosperity to 
this empire.—^To save your excellency the 
trouble of reading the long details into 
W'hich I was obliged to enter yesterday, 1 
shall pass rapidly over all that intervened 
between that conference with Mahmood, 
and the arrival at Constantinople of tly? 
present French ambassador. N<^t tfiat 1 
consider the events which happcncil during 
that period us of inferior importance, and 
am therefore inc^nod to notice them but 
slightly: 1 fefj on the contrary that the 
conduct of the Ottoman government in re¬ 
gard to those events, has been the cause of 
all the evil which we arc now witilessing; 
and as that coiulnet has been no less la» 
nieiited by your excellency than by me, 
it would be with yourself that 1 ought 
chiefly to discuss it. To you) indeed, 1 
might with peculiar propriety express my 
feelings of sorrow that the, wise principles 
which I heard from you on your first en¬ 
trance into office, have either been forgot- 
len, or, what I think is more probable, have 
unfor?Qnately been opposed by superior in¬ 
fluence.—But to save time and to save you 
trouble, 1 slmil briefly observe that con¬ 
sistently with what 1 had declared to Mab- 
mood, full powers for negotvating the treaty 
did almost imn^gdlately arrive. Though 
your exc. was not then in office, you are 
VoL. X. . ^ 


not ignorant of the joy which was expressed 
when it was knowm that mv sovereign was 
willing to rijiicw his connexions with the 
Mihan. You remember well that the ap¬ 
proach of the Haniazan* alone prevented 
ilic iminediale commencenienl of Ihenego- 
ciation; and yon are equally aware, that 
when that time of religious retirement was 
e\|Nred, the sentiments of the Ottoman 
ministers had enlirely clraiiged; and that, 
walhout frankly ronressiiig the real truth, 
there was an attempt to justify delay by 
the most absurd pretences. You know that 
I he misforlimes w hich had happened to 
Austria (^iuslead of being considered as ad¬ 
ditional reasons for cou'^olidating that sys- 
Jem which in times of danger liad proved 
the surest buiwaik of this empire,) were 
the signal on the contrary for eibaudoning 
the priuMplcs which till then had influenced 
ilie*Oftoman councils. As if total blind- 
tie «s had been produced by a sudden panic, 
this government abandoned the security 
which had been derived from acting in 
coiijunclioii with its allies; and imaginary 
penis gave place to real ones, when a con¬ 
nexion with that power was sought, whose 
professions of friendship have uniformly- 
been more baneful than its open enmity.— 
By referring to tlie minutes of the con¬ 
ferences which 1 had at the time with your 
immediate predecessor, your exc. will find 
that when 1 discovered the intention to 
deceive‘me; far from insisting upon a re¬ 
newal ot the treaty, I expressed no more 
than the sense I justly entcitained of the 
indignity which had been offered to my so- 
veieigis, and only demanded an^ explicit 
avowal of the real determination of this 
government.—Such an avcyval the mi¬ 
nisters of that day weje not inclined to 
make to me; nor even did they think it 
necessary to advise the Sultan to open* his 
mind confidentially to my sovereign, though 
some valid reasons were undoubtedly w^ant- 
ing, as jyi explanation for declining to re¬ 
new the treaty which here and not in Eng¬ 
land had been so earnftlly desired; though 
I as a friend had pointed out that a letter 
to Uiat effect ought in prudence to be 
written; and though, as recent facts have 
))roved, tliere is not the same unwillingness 
lo address his maj. when his powerful in- 
lerlcrence is wanted, as was evinced when 
an offence against him was lo be a^ffht- 
ed for and ex[>lain^d.—But the advisers of 
his highness were then oihenvise engaged. 
They Were wholly occupied in re^eivihg, 
with signal marks of disttiuctiod, the per- 
,2 L . 
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G tlllvjiQcbad come to demand the arknaw* 
dgmeiit of Buonaparte's new imperial tilles, 
and in p^eparfng the answer wliich was to 
. aiUKlMnce to that chief of the Frencli na- 
UiHi,*)hat iMsdeinaud had without hesitation 
been agreed lo.—It is trtle tliat both to M 
d'ltalinsky and to me communications were 
made of Buonaparte’s overture; and as it 
came from tlie head of a governiiieiit.with 
which the Porte ought at least not to have 
considered# herself as on terms of friend¬ 
ship, for treaties with G, Britain and Rus¬ 
sia were existing by which she had express¬ 
ly stipulated that their enemies should be 
hers, it was not unreasonable to suppose 
that in the comnumication made to us 
there was a desire to consult our opinion. 
—Our answers were not delayed, for the 
danger of becoming thus connected with 
the French government was sufficiently evi¬ 
dent without deliberation. With a warn¬ 
ing, and as it now appears, with a prophe¬ 
tic voice, we cautioned the Ottoman go- 
veroHieut against the admission of a minis¬ 
ter whose unceasing edbrts would be to sow 
dissension between the Porte and her allies: 
blit thoughtwenty-four hours bad tiol elapsed 
between the lime of the communications 
nmde by the Porte, and of our answers, tlie 
deed had been already done; and in an 
evil hour, a last and fata) blow bad been 
given to the system which the .Sultanas ene¬ 
my, as well as ours, had so long and so 
unceasingly been endeavouring to under¬ 
mine. — It was then that the triple 
alliances may l^e said to have been virtu¬ 
ally dissolved; ami then was prepared that 
new state of things which w'e arc now wit¬ 
nessing,*and which, from the effects it has 
already produced, does not argue great 
wisdom in its contrivei s.—Tired out n ilb 
such constant failure in our end(^avours to 
savlt tlie Porte fioiu^he fabe im iisujos she 
was pursuing, the Russian minister and I 
W'ould both of us have gladly been relicxed 
from long and unsuccessful Liboius. But 
still it was our duty to have con^ant dis¬ 
cussions with the P^nle; and still had we 
to lament that all our efforts lo obtain jus¬ 
tice for our governments, ajul to inspire 
councils'^ wiser for herself, wcjc equally 
without avail.—Qn coniuiercial subjects: 
—On that of Prolcclions, in regard to 
ivbicli my sovereign in particular w'as treat¬ 
ed with disrespect, for, to gratify the Porte, 
he had voluntarily abandoned long enjoyed 
privileges: On the right lo car^y the Rus- 
a^Jag, which my colleague had to assert: 
^ Ihe passage of Ruasiao ships df war* 


t(i rough the Bosphorus, though it formed 
an article of a treaty but just renewed: 
On all these subjects, and ^ on various 
I others which could be enumerated, I and 
! the Russian minister had daily to remon¬ 
strate with the Porte; and, as your excel¬ 
lency well knows, it was scarcely ever that 
we remonstrated with effect. Indeed so 
notorious was the disinclination of the late 
ministers to give us satisfaction with respect 
to our just demands, that your excellency 
at our first meeting assured me in expres¬ 
sions which did you honour, ‘ that the 
time of evil conduct was gone by, and that 
the commencement of your ministry should 
make an epoch more worthy of the $iiltaii, 
and more satisfactory to his allies/ Your 
excellency 1 am confident was sincere in 
these professions: to give them effect 
you wanted only that inffuence which I 
wished you to obtain; but which was still 
possessed by persons who had had their 
sliare in separating the Sultan from his al¬ 
lies; stud wlio having now lo work in 
sebret, unchecked by the responsibility at¬ 
tached to public situations, had thereity 
the means of liaffling more effectually your 
efforts as well as ours.—1 come now to the 
event wijich was naturally to be the conse¬ 
quence of the acknowledgment of Buona¬ 
parte s title. I allude to gen. Sebastiam's 
arrival. He found the ministers of the 
allies injuriously treated by the Porte ; and 
it was not to be expected that, after be 
was present, the conduct towards their go- 
^enfinenls would be improved; and in ef¬ 
fect bis arrival was the signal for those 
more overt acts of aggression which have 
so justly excited the dis|)}oasure of our so¬ 
vereigns.—1 sliall pass by unnoticed the 
attentions shown to llie new ambassador: 
tlniy were irregular and unprecedented; 
but I tijcl that they were more disgraceful 
,to those lo whose instigation they were 
owing, than it lias been disreputable to us 
not to share them. But 1 shall confine 
myself to those two acts by which the em¬ 
bassy of M. Sebasliani has been principally 
marked. To the note he presented on Hre 
Kith ot Iasi Sept, and to the deposition of 
the Hospodars, which was so equally his 
deed that he did* not scruple to take the 
glory of it.—Respecting the note, ♦ need 
say the less, as the Ottoman ministers had 
at the time my written sentiments on the 
snoject, as your excellency and your col¬ 
leagues saw yesterday in the instructions 
sent to me from England, that those senti- 
ments had met with the most decided ap- 
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probation of bis maj.s government; an(l 
as, what is far more deserving your atten¬ 
tion, you have from the very words of his 
maj/s cabinet minister learnt the effect 
which the conduct of the Porte with regard 
to that note had produced in England. 
You have seen tliat the insulting and faith¬ 
less propositions made by M. Sebasliani 
ought, in tlie opinion of my government, 
to have been immediately re/|ected with in¬ 
dignation ; and you haVe perceived that 
little hope was entertained of preserving 
the relations of amity between the two 
powers, wliilst a minister, whose influeuce 
had already been so prejudicial to the 
friendship subsisting between them, was 
suffered to remain at Constantinople.—On 
the other subject, that of the liospodars I 
mean, it will be necessary to rc-state to you 
as accurately as I am able, what I mention¬ 
ed yesterday. It is true that you did re¬ 
store them; but may I not ask, as I have 
done before, whether the unwillingness ma¬ 
nifested to repair the injury you had coni- 
inittcd, and whether the lime which w^s 
allowed to elapse before you could be per¬ 
suaded to give new effect to violated en¬ 
gagements, were not suHicient grounds for 
suspicion, and sutbciently strong motives 
for demanding some more solid security? 
May I not ask, whether this suspicion has 
not since been fully Justified, and whether 
in your notes and manifestoes, you have 
not avowed the reluctancy you felt in ful¬ 
filling your most solemn treaties ?—Our go¬ 
vernments were not to be deceived. Th^ 
confidence 1 bad placed in tiic assurances 
of your excellency, and your uucjualified 
disapprobation oik that conduct towards 
Russia, which is now represented as per¬ 
fectly justifiable, bad led me to give the 
praise of sincerity to this government which 
1 find to have been ill deserved. But our 
sovereigns did not partake of the delusion, 
which, 1 must fairly own, had blinded their 
ministers. They had not heard the strong 
and repeated professions of your exc.; they 
had only to calculate the time which had 
passed in negotiation, and to observe the 
difficulties which we had every instant to 
cucounler, and they had already obtained 
too convincing proofs, that the influence 
inimicaU to the friendship between the 
Sultan and his allies still prevailed. They 
resolved therefore on such measures as 
would remove all doubt as to the real 
designs of the Porte; and these measures 
were to be accompanied with such declara- 
tioQs as cannot nut prove that; notwith¬ 


standing all that has happened, friendship^ 
and n6t enmity, is their real object. - Gen. 
Miclielson inarclied into Moldavia, and, in 
the proclamation which he then issued, you 
will have found the terms on which* the 
emperor has ofliSed the rcircwal of his 
friendship. You would have heard the 
same from his late minister at this court, 
if ygu had \iot hurried him from your 
country ; and if, in contradiction to the 
solemn assurances given to me, you had 
not rashly committed an act of hostility by 
the seizure of the Russian brig, which had 
been the bearer of explanatory dispatches*' 
—Of what is expected from you by my 
sovereign, I had the honour of informing 
you yesterday. You know the reasons why 
his inaj. feels himself Justified in requiring 
the removal of M. Sebastiani. He is con¬ 
vinced, as I have already told you, that the 
presence of^lhat minister is incompatible 
with the existence of friendship between 
the Porte and the allies; and lie thinks 
with the emperor, that a false and hollow 
peace would be worse than open war.— 
It is therefore for the Porte to make her 
choice between France and her allies.—' 
Should the boastings of France continue to 
be credited ; should iailh be placed in her 
professions of frieudship, and siiould the 
menaces wliich accompany those professions 
excite no alarm ; then, most probably his 
niaj.^s olftT will he rejected, and gen. Se- 
basliani will remain. Should there* how'^ 
ever, he some recollection of what Russian 
armies have atcliieved, and of what British 
fleets have been known to execute, it may 
occur to the Porte that her late conduct 
has not been wise. She may, as I said 
yesterday, then wish to place herself in that 
situation in which 1 fouud her when I first 
arrived. She has still the means of doing 
it. She has only to cr^iiply with the Jftst' 
demands of his maj. and the emperor; and 
both these sovereigns will, with greater Joy, 
concert measures for her defence, than they 
have nov^ concerted those which they found 
essential to their interosts. —I might now 
conclude, for I have retraced to your exc. 
nearly the whole of w'hat 1 slalotl in my 
conference, and 1 feel that I have fr.lK exe¬ 
cuted all my instructions. But 1 cannot 
close the last letter which perhaps 1 may 
ever write to your exc- without exhorting 
you to exert that influence wliicli belongs 
to your high and distinguished situation. 
Make those feci whisc errors have caused 
the evil w'hich’ b now impending, that, 
^hatefer changes may have taken plaee in 
^ L 2 
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Etiifdpe, there are none which ought to af- 
le<k the ancient system of this enlpire. 
Make them untierstand, that the armies of 
liussia being concentrated are become more 

! )oweffuI, and that Great Britain has not 
ost the means of proteclftig her allies, and 
of injuring Iier enemies. Your exc. by en¬ 
forcing these truths, may be the saviour of 
, your country. You may renew the frigid- 
ship which had existed between the Sultan 
and his allies; and you may thus render 
even to my sovereign a most grateflil service. 
His niaj.'s reg*ard for the sultan remains 
unaltered. It has been with grief that he 
lias been forced to measures so little con¬ 
sonant to his pers<»nal feelings ; but he was 
aware, that it was the duty of a sovereign to 
make every sacritice to the honour oiP his 
crown, and the interest of his people. He 
would rejoice if his private wishes tould be 
made to accord with his public'sentknents; 
and it may, 1 trust, be your exc/s work to 
destroy the effects of evil councils, and to 
renew those happy dajs when Great Britain 
and Russia were united in successfully en¬ 
deavouring to promote the interests of this 
empire. 1 have the honour to be, ike, 
(Signed) Charles Arbuthnot. 

No. to,—Extract of a Dispatch from Mr. 
Arbuthnot to Lord How ick, dated Ca¬ 
nopus, olF Tenedos, 3d Feb. 1807.— 
Received 2d May by Mr. Sec. Canning. 
The dispatch which I wrote on the 27th 
of last month will have informed year loid- 
fihip of my having received your Instruc¬ 
tions of the 14th of Nov, and of the con¬ 
ference which immediately after their ar- 
riral I Jiad with several of the Ottoniun 
ministers.—It is now necessary that I should 
state my reasons for having joined his niaj.’s 
squadron, instead of remaining at niy post 
until I had been ordered to quit it by your 
lordship; and 1 feel perfectly confident that 
my conduct on this occasion will not sub¬ 
ject me to any censure,—I shall be able to 
prove clearly that there was an avowed de¬ 
sign to cut off my communication w'ith his 
maj.s government,••and Lshal) have to re¬ 
late bume other circumstances w'hich will 
make it no less evident, that I was residing 
in a country, where, in conjunction with our 
enemy, measures of hostility against his 
maj. bad been already organized.—As the 
last dispatches which 1 transmitted to your 
lordship were of considerable importance, 
it was thought adviseable that a firman or 
should be prrJcured fur the oflSeer 
^|^ *Rtidymion, who was to convey them 
Rccordinfilv di-* 


rected Mr. Pisaui to apply for a firman, 
and to prevent any delay on the part of the 
Porte, I sent him to the Reis Eftendi very 
early in the morning of the 27^* of Jan. it 
being my intention that the boat with my 
dispatches should leave Constantinople on 
the evening of the same day.— Instead of 
bringing me the firman, Mr. Pisani came 
to me about 5 in the afternoon, to let me 
know that he had not succeeded in his aj)- 
plication; that he hoped how'ever to have 
better success on the following day, but 
that the Heis Effcndi seemed to dishke my 
transmitting any dispatches to England, as 
iiiy writing so immediately after my con¬ 
ference, and before 1 had an answer from 
the Porte, gave ground for appreiiension 
that 1 was not inclined to an amicable ter¬ 
mination of our difierenees.—Not iiavingat 
the moment any idea that tlie Porte could 
really intesid decidedly to rehise a firman, 

1 had no sciuple in authorizing Mr. Pisani 
to assure the Reis Eftendi in writing, and 
to give*iny word of honour for the truth 
ofVbat lie was to advance, lliat 1 could 
not delay sending a messenger to ymr 
lordship, as 1 had several dispatches to 
transmit which had been prepared btdore 
the arrival of the late instructions Iroin 
England; and that with respect to those 
instructions, I had merely informed iny go¬ 
vernment of what had passed at our con¬ 
ference, but that I had sr rnpuJously avoid¬ 
ed to give any opinion as to the nature of the 
answer which 1 was expecting to receive, I 
Aas*anxious to make it clear it) tlie Porte 
that I had not acted so iiid'airly as to pre¬ 
judge the <[uestioii; and your lordship w ill 
in fact have seen that 1 e<>n(ined myself to 
a bare statement of what had passed, with¬ 
out venturing to form a coiijt^ctnre whether 
the demands I had made would be agreed 
to or nsfused.—Mr. Pisani w rote that even- 
ring to the Reis Eftendi, and very early in 
the morning of the 28tli he went to the 
Porte for the purpose of renewing his ap¬ 
plication ft>r a iirman, and with the hope 
that the explanatory letter which 1, had en¬ 
abled him to wiite, would certainly have 
removed every difticulty.—It did not ap¬ 
pear however, tlral niy assurances had pro- 
dured^i*^' desired ettect. 'fhe Reis 
dilcould not coiitinue to aliedge tliie same 
excuse for delaying to deliver the firman, 
bpl now he for»k aiioiher ground, and after 
keeping Mr.Pisani waiting at the Porte the 
whole of tile day, be at last did not scruple 
to say, that in tbe actual state of aftitirs k 
wouM be extremely emjSarvasskig fiar the 
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Porte if I held a cojnrauiiication will) the 
adin. of the British squadron.-It unght, 
he observed, he niy iuteulion to write in 
such terms tu'Hhe adm. as would cause hos¬ 
tilities against the Porte, and as I had de¬ 
clared ill niy eonferenre that the strictest 
union existed between his ina j. and the em¬ 
peror of Russia, measures inigiit be taken, 
in consequence of my letters, for the fleets 
of the two natioiis to attcm})t in concert 
the passage of the Dardaneiies. Mr. Pisa- 
iii Jras not informed me whether it was in¬ 
tended that ail these particulars sliould be 
related to me; hut I recollect his saying 
that he was lie&iivd by the Reis t^fl'eudi 
to endeavour to persuade me that the de¬ 
livery of the firmaii had only been delayed, 
and was not decidedly refused.— As tiiere 
was not ii iiiomenl's time to be lost I <juit- 
ted iVlr. Pisimi, and going immediately to 
capt. Capel, u ho happened forlunaleiy to 
be ill my house, 1 desited him to anjuaint 
the Orficer who was lo carry my dispatciies 
with the cTiticai situation of afl’airs ; ^nd lo 
give Jiim orders to wait tiil it \^as dark, 
and tlieu to s**t oft* for the Dardanelles 
without a firman.—1 lead hopes tliat the 
otficer l>y taking this piecaution miglit be 
able to reach the squadron without being 
detained, and I iiave been happy to learn 
since, that I was not deceived in my expec¬ 
tations.—With the view of ascertanimg pre¬ 
cisely what condiU'i tosvaids me I might 
liovv expect from the Poile, I itiinicdiatelv 
wrote an ofliciai note to the Reis iifiendi, 
in which 1 required to be in formed wheiJiei* 
the not allowing me to commiiuicale with 
liiy government, had been owing lo a mis¬ 
take, and whelheiT any tliiiig ol' the like 
nature could e^er again iiii{)f*ei). I'his 
note, of which* 1 herewiLh inclose a copy, 
was sent to the Heis Efiendi, witli no oli^u* 
loss of lime tium what wirs required tp have 
it translated, and it was accompanied by a , 
letter from me to Mr. Pisani, in which it 
was expressly slated for the iuforraation of 
the Porte, that it would be absolutely im¬ 
possible for me to remain at Constantinople, 
if passports for my messengeis were re¬ 
fused.—In the mean lime* 1 had heard 
from various quarters that llie Porte, elated 
by th^ news of a great tiefcat whic^b was 
said lo ,l|ave been suflered by the Russians 
on the i2'2d of Dec. iiad tJetermined not lo 
attend to the representations wiiich your 
lord blip had ordered me to make; ami 
that the intention was to seize the £ndy- 
nuon, and to thwart the opemtbns of his 
govemiueut^ by keeping me an4 ike 


I British factory a? hoslages.—As the Porte 
I in the very recent instance of M. d’iWliiisky 
I had both verbally and in writing made no 
scruple to jusdly that treitmenl of foreign 
ministers, to which, in defiance of s the 
usages ebiahiished between civilized nations, 
she has always been accustomed; and as> 
her not violating the rights of nations in 
her conduct towards the Russian mission, 
had Been represented as a mark of peculiar 
condescension, I liad no reason to expect 
that any the most reprehensible measures 
w ould be ahstaiued fiom, wh.ich might af¬ 
ford the means of roiulering it diflicult for 
his maj. lo defend his interests. Unless 
some such dclerniiualioii had been taken 
as 1 was informed of, it would have been 
diflicult to account for tlie boldness evinced 
by the Porte in refusing passports for my 
mes$engei;s, and it might have been still 
less c/isy to e;iplaiii her imprudence in hav¬ 
ing avowed her union with France, by em¬ 
ploying in her service the military talents 
oi' gen. bebastiaui, and by distinguishing 
tlnit ambassador, noiwithstauding what bad 
so recently been said on that subject, by 
new and unexpected honours. I'his minis¬ 
ter of France had been appointed by the 
Porte to mark out the places wheie new 
hatteries should Ije raised; he had been 
desired to station the ships where their 
rauge of shot would be most destructive; 
and to prove to him that in his person a 
defiance j>liould be given lo the Kiigltsli, he 
had hoesi decorated witli the insignia of 
tiiiit ortier which had been instituted by 
liie Sultan as a token of gratitude lo his 
maj. and as a lasting nieiiioriul of what had 
so gl(»riou5ly been alchieved agalhst the 
Fieiicli by the British troops in Egypt.—Al¬ 
though 1 had so many and suc/i strong rea¬ 
sons fi>r mistrusting the P5rte, and although 
ciipl. Capel had begyu to be exlieniely 
alarmed for the safety of the Eiidyniion, it 
was not till about y in the morning of the 
091k «f I formed my resolution 

of endeafouiing to (j^uil Pera. 1 had not 
long resolved to do it before I learnt from 
a jierson who was not likely lo deceive 
that accoiding lo the information I ha<l al¬ 
ready received, we were all of us )eally«to 
be deUiii;ed as iiostages; and as Mr. Pisaui 
came soon afterwuKls to inform me that 
he could neither obtain a firman nor ap 
answer to luy note, the Reis Eflendi not 
liaving been prevailed upon to do more 
than to direct hiin*to call again on the 
ensuing day ; 1 had np doubt remaining aa 
Ao the* propriety of my rciiimg frw « 
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post whfre I was not allowed the means of pectedly relieved from so distressing a sitii-» 
^ing my duty to iny sojrereign.—IMit the alion.—Every discussion respecting our de- 
more I wa» nnpressed with the iiidispcti- parture being now ended, I wrote the note 
sable necessity of taking ineifsures for ftiy to the Reis Effendi, which Piuteiided to 
. removal from Constantinople, the more I leave behind, and gave it to one of my ser- 
was struck with the etireme difilcully of vants who was to remain at Peru, wdtii 
bci!!g able to effect it, I had to provide orders to him not to deliver it before the 
for the security of the British merchants, next morning.—I have herewith the honour 
and I had also to convey my own family of enclosing a copy of that mde; and I 
on board of ship without suspicion Ceing trust, that the contents of it will appear to 
given of what I was intoiyling.—As all He- your Idp. sufficiently expressive of my ear- 
pended upon the secrecy of my plans, and nest wish to avoid hostilities.—At 9 at 
as there could be no hope of impressing night, when it was so dark lliat our depar- 
«pon each member of the factory the dan- ture was not likely to be perceived, capt. 
ger which would arise from a premature Capel ordered his cables to be cut. Willi- 
discovery, I determined to have them as- out troubling your Idp. with a long account 
Bembled on board the Endyniion under the of what hap]>encd to us on our passage, it 
pretence of their being invited to dine w ill be sufficient to say, that after having 
there, cai)t. Capel having given orders be- had some reason to apprehend that the 
fore-hand that no one who enkred the Capitan Pacha, who was willi the Turkish 
ship should be allowed to lca\ie it iUiout fleet, might attempt to detain us, we liad 
his permission.—This precaution was ne- the satisfaction to find that our salutes 
cessary, as all communication with the were returned; and shortly after, it being 
shore was thereby prevented; and as my early ip the morning of the 31st Jan. we 
secret was confided to no one, except to anchored in the midst of his maj. s squad- 
capt. Capel and to a merchant who had ron, which, instead of removing to Tenedos 
been selected to lake care that none of his as was intended, had been unexpectedly 
countrymen should be missing ; I was svin- obliged to remain at the Dardanelles.—I 
guine in my expectations that all my ar- cannot help considering it as most for- 
rangements would be successful.—When I tiinate that sirThos. Louis was still in sight 
had reason to believe, that every British of the Turkish ships, as I much doubt 
subject was already gone to the Endymion, whether otherwise we should have been 
I went on board myself, and had the satis- allowed to pass without molestation. That 
faction' to find, that not a single p(;rson was tlie Capitan Pacha might know exactly the 
missing.—I then assembhd the merchants, real situation of affairs, I sent Mr. Pisani 
and made them acquainted .with the mo- to give him the strongest assurances in my 
lives w'hich had induced me to withdraw^ name, that my removal from Constantino- 
them thus privately from Constantinople. 1 pie w as merely a measure of precaution, 
told th€*m that, as thb conduct of the Porte, and that it would rejoice^nie if the answer 
particularly since it was know'ii that the which I was expecling from the Porte 
Russians had been defeated in Poland, had should permit me to relurti.—When Mr. 
destroyed all hopft of attention being paid Pi|ani came back from the Capitan Pacha, 
to ^iy representations, a rupture with us who h^d charged him witli an extremely 
must probably ensue; and thaL in that ^civil message for the adni. and for me, and 
event, they could have expected nothing who I really believe deprecates the idea of 
less than the loss of all their property and a war with England, the whole squadron 
imprisonment. I made them uiiflerstaiid, vreighed anchor, and we repaired to our 
that by the measure I was pursuing, their present station off Tenedos. It w'as rigiit 
personswould at any rate be placed in safety, to lose no time in changing our position. 
The merchants seemed to be unanimously of for adm. Loui^ had given his word that 
opinion that 1 had acted properly. It had this movement should not be delayed, apd 
come to their knowledge as well as mine, beside^ 1 was desirous that nothing which 
that there was an intention to seize the fri- could be construed into an hostilf^ inten- 
gate, and thus to prevent their departure; tion should appear to be the consequence 
and as most of them had been witnesses of of my arrival. 

the cruel treatment, which in the war with *No. XL— Extract of a Dispatch from 
France the merchants 5f that country had Mr* Arbulhnot to Lord Howick, dated 

suffered, they could not but congratulate 14th Feb. I8O7.—Received 2d May. 

^^imaelves on finding that they wer^ unex-* I yesterday received jfrbiii Mr. Fisani Uie 
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translation of two Notes addressed to me 
by the Porte, and I Herewith enclose copies 
of them.—0;ie of these notes is perhaps 
intended as a kind of answer to the letter 
which ] w rote to the Reis EfFendi on the 
26th of last month. The other is a circu¬ 
lar note sent to the different foreign missi¬ 
ons after 1 had retired from Pera.—It is 
asscried by the Porle, that I had no suffi¬ 
cient cause for removing from my post; and 
an aUenjpt is made to explain aw^ay the 
refusal of a passport.—Having in a preced¬ 
ing dispatch most fully explained the mo¬ 
tives of my conduct, 1 shall not trouble 
your Idp. with the numerous observations 
which the language of the Porte might en¬ 
able me to make. 1 shall only say, that it 
was my duty to demand a firnraii for the 
boat which was to pass the Dardanelles, 
for it had been expressly declared to me, 
that in conso<|uence of the war with Rus¬ 
sia, every sort of vessel would be stopped, 
the navigation of which was not sanctioned 
by a permission from the Porte. If any 
thing had been wanting to prove the im¬ 
proper intention of the Porle, this pari of 
the subject would have been placed in the 
clearest point of view by the unworthy 
quibble of endeavouring to make a distinc¬ 
tion between an officer and a messenger. 
The officer, as the bearer of my dispatches, 
was to be my messenger, luid it is a service 
on which offic ers arc perpetually employed. 

(First Tnclosiirc referred to in No. XI.) 
—^Translation of a Note from yie., 
Porte to his maj.'s ambassador, dated 
25lh Zilkaad6 1221, (5th Feb. 1807). 

At an official conference which was held 
at the Sublime Porte by the request of the 
English ambass^lor the most esteemed Mr. 
Arliuthuot, the l6tli of tliis present month 
Zilkaade (25lh January) after making somt 
projYositions not altogether of a propA na¬ 
ture, he declared in his statements that a 
fleet of English ships is to be joined by a 
Russian squadron at the isle of TJ'enedos; 
that the same was to force its passage 
through the Dardanelles to come to Con¬ 
stantinople ; that he should send directions 
for the English dwelling in the capital and 
in the |[)rovinces abroad, to^prepare shortly 
to depart or return to' 1 heir*own country; 
and thal*^ he intended to present a note 
after the couferonce, to which he should 
absolutely expect an answ^er from the Sub-« 
lime Porle, in wriling.—Three days after a 
very long and detailed note was ^received 
ftom him, written jn a foreign language, 
wid consisting of ID pages. As a transla¬ 


tion was making,^ in view to consider of 
the contents, and to give an answer in coo- 
sequence, he all of a sudden embarked in 
an English frigate which wqshere on Thurs¬ 
day after sun-set, ^^^nd went aw'ay without 
leave or advice in the shape of a fugitive ; 
which being an event whereof there is no 
example, it could not fail creating much 
astomshraent.—^Tlie Sublime Porte, in pur¬ 
suance of the sincere friendship which she 
has professed for Ihe court of (ireat Britain 
since time iimnemorial, and ever faithfully 
bent on the observance of treaties, has 
uniformly maintained every stipulation, and 
has bestowed the most perfect attention 
upon fullilling the object and obligations of 
the alliance which had been contracted be- 
Iwecn us, for a time,—nay, this line of 
conduct to her best and most favourite 
friend Great Britain having constantly pro¬ 
duced strong remonstrances and complaints 
on the part of the French court, who was 
at war with England, the Ottoman Porte, 
in the sole view of preventing the interven¬ 
tion of the least coolness between us, has 
never been brought to recede in the small¬ 
est degree from the system of regard and 
friendship she bore to that crown,—More¬ 
over, w'ben about two months since the 
Russian troops, unawares and without 
cause, passed the Ottoman frontier, and by 
employing artiiices and tricks inconsistent 
vvitii the maxims of independent govern¬ 
ments, todk possession of the imperial Otto¬ 
man provinces without previous notice l>e- 
ing given (as is known to all the world, 
and is manifest to all impartial persons, 
who sec things in a right and equitable 
point of view) the Sublime Porte refrained 
notwithstanding from waging Hvar all at 
once, because of that comtant disposition 
wliicb ever makes her prone to avoid part¬ 
ing and being at amity with her friends.— 
^he being therefore in hopes that the Bri¬ 
tish court, far from ever assenting to so im¬ 
properly hostile a conduct on the part of 
Russia, would have on the contrary em¬ 
ployed its good offices to prevent so glaring 
an injury and injustice as was offered to its 
siucerest friend the Ottoman empire, with 
a true interest, she waited during a space 
of more than DO days, and she consented 
to use her calmness and patiencti in expec¬ 
tation of obtaining a better insight into the 
state of things—Such was the position of 
the Sublime Porte when the Russian troops 
continued to push on this way, and to en^ 
cipach on our territory. Their pen^stiog. 
to advance at this rate, afforded a sufficient 

3 
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K io( what Httle likelihc^d there yfras of through the Dardanelles, it became expe- 
!5sia*s giving up a project of encroach- dient to use some demfur until the trans- 
ment she had framed 7 or*8 months be- lalton of his note might be gone through, 

, fore^ be the behaviour of the Sublime Porte and a clearer notion conceived of the stale 
ever so friendly towarda her in the present of the question; and after all, no decisive 
case ; and it being a positive fact by this answer was given to say that the ftrman in 
time, that one moment of further hesitation question should not be granted, but the 
and delay would have been attended with delivery of it was deferred till the next day. 
the most injurious consequences fof the —Such being the case, and nothing of any 
state, the Sublime Porte^com}>elled by jie- kind, either of an important or trifling 
eessity has ultimately complied with the nature having'occurred to cause a suspen- 
tenet uhirli prescribes that, ‘‘an invader sion of security in regard to the anibassa- 
iTinsl be repelled by force.”—In the con- dor, and respecting his de|K*n(larits, it is 
test however thus occurred with Russia, altogether needless to dwell on explaining 
there is nothing that can aft’ect the stipula- in what light such open steps must be seen 
tions and treaties subsisting between the as his alledging such vague pretences dcsti 
Sublime P«rte and Great Britain. There tute of every foundation, and leaving l.ne 
is not in fact the least subject between us residence with an air of abandoning the 
to necessitate an interruption of ^tlie ties of mission, and cutting off all connection w ith 
friendship, or any one thing qf a natyre to this place.—Notwithsianding ail this, the 
J^ad to a discussion, much less to a ru]>ture. Sublime Porte, ever bent on that pacilic 
On the other hand, no answer has as yet system wdiich is her professed habit with 
been received that we expect, to two offi- her friends, actually considers G. Britain 
cial and confidential letters which have Jy? being at peace w'illi her, and unless 
been w'rilten on a preceding and subsequent hostilities be committed on their part, the 
occasion, by his imperial maj. to the most Ottoman empire will refrain from sliewing 
august king 6f Great Britain, u|K)n the enmity to lljem: and whereas the Sublime 
Russian business. It is certain that we are Porte has dclt riniued to take under her 
not without some ftaitering hopes of un- protection the English dependants that have 
doubted proofs coming to light of that remained in Constantinople, and to treat 
august kings zealous and ancient friend- them with courtesy and attention, which 
ship to this empire.—Uiiner tbe.se cir- measure appears stated in a circular note 
cums^ances w’e could not help being W'hich has been scut to the ministers of all 
greatly surprised at the arnbassaclors run- friendly powers resident here; that tht'se 
niitg away, as above slated, by night, ^circumstances may be likewise kntwvii (o 
without waiting for an answer to the the aforesaid ambassador, a copy of that 
propositions of a groundless unprecedented circular has been subjoined to this present 
nature^ which he has made in terms of an official note, and the same is transmitted 
eqimily unpalatable tenor; and at its being to him in consequence. 2dib Zilkaade 
Stated in a paper he left with the Danish I22l, (.3lhFeb. ]8 (j7.) , 

charge d^afiaire^ to be presented to the Second Inclosure referred to No 11.— 
Sbblinie Porte aftejMs departure, that, ]»c- * Translation of a circular Note from 

cause a f»ass|>ort Whtcb he had a.sked for %e Porte, dated 29 of the Muon 
hvo days^ before, had itot been given im-* Zilkaade (9th Feb. 1807.) 
mediately, he considered himself as inse- The Sublime Ottoman Porte having ever 
Cfrre; which Was the motive ofr his going been intent on fulfilling every obligation 
precipitately away,from hence.-^-As to the of amity and friendsliip toward the court 
]5assp6rt at^ve aliudied to, at the time the of G. Britain, not one thing -did exist 
ambassadors long note was presented, a belw^een them of a nature to bring on a 
firman had in fact been demaiiide(f for a rupture or a coolness.—The English ambas- 
courier to go to thfe Dardanelles, but at sador reitident the Sublime Porte, Mr. 
first the demand being stated wfth the Arbdthnot having in a conference ‘ held 5 
word, ‘ Gotirier,' then w'ith that of ‘ Offi- ! Ot 6’ days ago, made some slraif^e propo- 
this appOated contradictory. Next to ! SitiOits, the Turkish ministers in their an- 
that, the’re never has been art application lintited thetnsclvcs to saying that the 

fi!?* ^ fitnlkn ‘of the kind for the Sublime P6rle at this prestent epoch, waii 

in former times. Beshftes, be at war with liussia and at peace with G. 
'^8?^ as^bounted in the conference Britairt. Soon after 4he conference, the 

| foreMy and htfolHhly fojmss sattle ainba^ador presented' a note, in 
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which he slated his claim of having an an¬ 
swer ill writing. The same being taken 
into cqnsidcn^tion, some hope was enter¬ 
tained of his drawing back from preten¬ 
sions of a nature contrary to the lights 
of nations and independent goverumenls, 
when ininiedialely, after giving in that 
note, he all of a sudden, without sending 
advice and without the cause being known, 
embarked in an Englisfi ftigate, vviiicli was 
in tlie iiarbour at the time, and taking Ins 
people and some merchants with him, left 
Constantinople and ahsented himself in the 
nik'dlc ol' the night, hy cutting and leaving 
the ship’s iniclior behind : a conduct which 
has cicaled much astonishment,—-After 
going away, he left a letter behind to bo 
tendered to tiic Sublime Pt»rle, wherein lie 
alledges vik a main subject of complaint, 
that some diriienlt} was shewn^'in granting 
a iiassporJ to ac(nnicr going to the Darda- 
nelU ^,wlnt!i liiul been ai-Ked for bv hmi; and 
that imd<‘r ihat ciicnmstance lie c(m}il not 
safely emitinue to leinain liere.--!^i llic 
instance lie ailnde^ lo^ no answer lauing tn 
faci been given him in the negative, it is 
deal that an imideni of the kind could 
notheamillei lo ociasion his depaiUire 
from Consl<aUiim)d(‘; and it is eijnuhs 
notoiions licit no c ileum's hi nee, no pio 
cieding, eidiei ol an i:n[)orlanl or a trilling 
nature, has oct'uinni te.kc away the 
security eillierid llte ambassadoi, or of any 
one iiidiviiiual hcionglng to the l'ugie,ii 
nation.— Idlings liaving come to tlie. piUh, 
that is to say, tlie Engiisli uinbassuJoi leav¬ 
ing the residence in this wniy, all of a sud¬ 
den, without receiving an answer, being an 
event susceptible iTf many constructions, it 
would appear incumbent upon the Sublime 
Porlf lo act ill the same manner on iier 
part, hy placing her eonlidence in the he^|> 
and mercy of tluil sovereign coiiquerftr the 
Almighty (iod. Yet, being unwilling lo 
depart from that sytem of equity which she 
is ever accustomed to follow, and she being 
never j)eraua*ded of a proceeding occurring 
from the court of G, Britain, w hicJi is not cou- 
,sisieiit with the dictates of /pjstice ; orders 
have been sent to the different Oltonuni ofti- 
cers to whom it apivcrtaineth.for those English 
dependants w ho ha¥<15eeii deft here, and 
for the ft^iiilies of such as have gone from 
their residence, to remain under the shade of 
his imperial majesty’s protection, in perfect 
security ; and the Danish charge d’affaires 
our friend Mr. Hubsch, whom the sai<l 
ambassador has le^t as his agent, has been 
diarged with the care of the effects and 
Vm. X. 


properly belonging to I he same amlVassador 
* Direefions Ir.iviiig also been issued to 
the same'furkksli olhrers that no inolcstalioii 
be given to such sliij.'s as there may in 
Ibis harbour, every^^buig being to continue 
in its actual state for the present.—And 
tliat the Sublime Porte’s j)er.severance in 
her uniform system of rnoderaliou and 
equity may also lie made known in tliis 
instance, this present otiirial note is wriltcUt 
and is .delivered “to tlie ministers of all 
friendly jmwers residtuil here, iu older to 
their trunsinittiiig the same to their re¬ 
spective courts. 

No. XU. —Dispatch from Mr. Aibuthnot 
to Lonl flowick, dated Royal (Icorge, 

11th February I 807 .—Received 2d 
May. 

IVIy lord, when I wrote to your Idp, the 
letter mafked piivale of the 10th iiistuiit, 
from * 011 * bo u(l the Eiulvmion, I fuliv ex- 
pected tlia^ on the ensuing moniiiig 1 sliould 
Irave an inieiview with Iiis highness the 
Capilan Pacha, and that it would be as¬ 
certained, wbellier our j)assage thougli the 
Dard.mellosvvas lo be amicable or hostile.— 
I'he wind however blcwy so ha id on the 
following niorjiiiig, that on account of the 
suif it was impossilfle to altempt lo Land 
mo; ami as d.c ibrts bred upon the Endy- 
mioiiAln ie was an evideul unwilhugness lo 
permit frigate to run into sutiicientjy 
smooth uaier, for me to be put on shore — 
Nothing tiierefore remaiued lo be done, 
but to write a letter to Mr. Pi^ani, in which 
the cause (ff my not lauding sliould be ex¬ 
plained ; and iu which one more effort 
sliould be made lo iu^piie the otikers of 
the Suitun with the pacitic disposition by 
w hich we ourselves are influonetd.—I have 
the honour of transinittii^- a cojiy of tiiU 
letter to your Idp. wjjieh in the course pf 
the day we had the riie'diis of seiuling by a 
•Turkisli boat into the Dardanelles, allhougli 
the increased violence of the wind rendered 
it more iiypossible than ever to land me on 
the open beach,—Yesteiday luoniing, and 
not before, the weather flad become so mo¬ 
derate that I was enabled to pay a visit to 
the Cafiilan Pacha, and I accordingly w'ent 
on shore lo meet him.—With his highness 
personally I had the greatest reason to be 
satished, but he could agree to nothing 
which would have authorized me to pro¬ 
pose to Sir J. T. Duckworth not to foreg 
the passage. He wished uie to go with 
him in the Endymioii to ComUmtiaoplei 
that I ^ might propose my terms to tlile 
niinislers ol the Porte, aud tb^t the 
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Fleet sHoiild in the mean while remain at prevailed upon not to remove from his 
machor off ''feiiedos.—I told him that I ])resent station, he earnestly desired me to 
could not return to the admiral with such use iiiy influence for the atta\pinent of this 
a pi'oposilion, but that I would make an object.—On my return to the fleet I made 
endeavour to stop thc4}rogress of the fleet the admiral acquainted with all the parti- 
lowarcls ConsStantinople, provided it should eulars of my conversation with the Capitaii 
be permitted to remove to the anchorage Pacha.—1 cannot say what might have 
^ within the entrance of the passage which been the decision of the admiral if the 
had been lately occupied by sir Thomas Capitan Pacha had readily consented to 
Louis, and provided a British officer >vas all that I had proj^sed; but when he 
fillowed to remain at each foit for Jlhe pur- learnt that nothing whatever was to be ob- 
pose of ascertaining that no additional tained as a compensation for loss of lime, 
woiks were carried on during the time tlial he gave it without hesitation as his derided 
the negotiation wiili the Porte was |)e!i<ling. opinion, that we must pass the Dardanelles 
I added, that should his highness adopt before we again attempted to iiegoliale.—• 
this idea, lu.d should it be approved by f iininedialely wrote to iidbrm Mr. Pisani 
the admiral, to whom 1 bad not as yet liad (who wasreiiiaining with the Capitaii Pacha) 
an opportunity of mentioning it, 1 would of our final determination; and the letter 
most readily go up to Constantiuople ; but to him, of w hicli I inclose a copy, shall hc' 
that instead of taking the Endymioii, I sent on shore the very moment tlial the 
should, for the sake of saving time, prefer boat arrives which is to come for my an- 
a Turkish row-boat.—The Capitan Pacha swer.-—The die therefore is now cast, 
assured me that lie dared not assent to Every eftbrt has been made by us to avert 
what [ had suggested, as he should have hostilities; and should the Turks coiiiinencc 
to answer with his head for having presum- tliem against us, every efibit shall still be 
ed to disobey the Sultans orders. lie made to prove to the Porte, that the wish 
observed likewise, that the rapid march of our sovereign is peace. With 1 his view 
of the French army towards the Dniester I have directed Mr Pisani to inionii the 
would oblige the Porte to be still more Cajhlaii Paclia, that on our airival before 
cautious in her negotiations, as should the Constantinople, 1 shall once more ofler to 
alliance with Russia be at this moment re- negotiate, and that no hostile measures 
newed thioiigh the mediation of Great sliall be undertaken by us, while a hope 
Britain, Buonaparte might have a pretence remains that our pacific intentions will be 
for considering the sultan as his eiiemy, and justly appreciated.—Should we ultimately 
that then lie would not fail to invade the ,fail in our endeavours to preserve peace 
Turkish empire.—To this I replied, that betiveen his majesty and the Porte, every 
the misfortunes which, according to his exertion will, I am cerlain, be made by 
highiu^fiss statement, had happened to sir J, T. Duckworth to succeed in those 
Russia, would be an additional motive with measures which he haS^ been directed to 
us, as we wt!re sure it w'ould be with our undertake. But it is to^ be recollected, 
sovereign, to give assistance to our ally, that ever since the commeueettieiit of the 
when it appeared tajjie most needed : that w’iar with Russia, this g^vemment has been 
on account of the present situation of encrelsing, aud to a great extdnt, Us means 
affairs, I might perhaps be induced to re-* of defen'cc, and should the Turkish navy 
cede in some instances from W'hat the in^ have been removed into the Bosphorus, 
teresls of my own sovereign might have there wquld, I imagine, be an absolute 
auiliorized me to demand ; but that every imiwssihility of withdrawing it from under 
effort must be mafle on our part to relieve the new and strong batteries, which, under 
the emperor of Russia from the war which the inspection of general Sebastiaui, have . 
tl\|e Turks w ore carrying on against him, and been now erected.—I mention this, because 
that I would willingly, to efi'ect this object, it is not unlikely that there m^iy be a fail- 
go myself in company with a Turkish uego- ure in some of the bli^ccts which we have 
tiator to geiieml Michelson^s head quarters, in view* This a|)preheii$ioii, ‘^lowever, 
and there employ iny good offices to restore would have no effect on the decision of tlie 
peace.-*The Capitan Pacha seemed to lis- admiral, or, if I may so say, on that of my- 
ten with pleasure to*aU I said.<^He re- self. Our sovereign and bis ally had been 
fretted only that he did not venture to greatly injured. A powerful Fleet has 
transgress his orders; and appearing tn been »enl to secure these interests which 
hope tlpt sir J.T.'Duckworth could be had been endangered; and though th# 
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passage of the Dardanelles in its present 
fortified state cannot be undertaken with¬ 
out great risk» any probable loss would in 
my opinion be preferable to that dishonour 
which would be attached to his maj/.sarins 
if a menace had been made, whiclj in the 
day of trial we had not dared to act upon. 

First inclosure referred to in No. XII,— 
Endyniion, off the entrance of the 
Dardanelles, 11 th Feb, 6. A. M. 1807, 

Sir; I am come in the Endymion accord¬ 
ing to appointment, but now 1 am here, 
captain Capel will not attempt to land me. 
lie says, that he has no boat which in such 
weather as this could put me on shore.— 
It therefore only remains for me to repeat 
again for the Capitan Pacha's information, 
that our wish is to go up as friends; that 
we shall not fire the first shot; but that 
sliould hostilities be commenced against ns, 
our demands w ill be greatly iiicreastHl,— 
We now re<^|uive no more than that the 
Porte should place lierself in that situation 
with regard to her foreign relations in whicli 
I found her on my arrival in this country. 
She w'as then the friend of Oieat Britain 
and Russia. She is now the friend of 
France. She is called upon to make her 
choice; and our conduct towards her will 
be regulated by I hat choice.—If I were to 
see the Capitan Pacha 1 could say no more 
to him than wlial I have written before, 
and what I am now writing.—Admiral sir 
J. T. Duckworth dares not to disobey the 
orders which force it upon him as anjn-, 
dispensable duty to appear with liis fleet 
otf Constantinople, and the first fair wind 
will convey him thither. The Capitan 
Pacha must know better than we cau, 
whether he can venture to save his country 
by not carrying into effect such orders as 
may have directed biiii to fire upon ohr 
fleet; for of course it will be obvious to 
bis highness that, witliout meaning to sfK^ak 
arrogantly or presumptuously^ we should 
not, as 1 Iiaye remarked before, Ije so easy 
to treat with after the commencement of 
hostilities as we are now.—My personal 
- wish for peace is so great Ihwt I have no 
scruple in assuring the Capitan Pacha that 
if we are not treaty now as enemies, I 
shall 1)0 found irrtulure,* having such a 
force to ^ve weight to my representations, 
far less positive and far less pereniptovy 
than I thought it my duly to be, wheir, 
being left to my own individual exertions, 
1 had to convince the Porte that my court 
was really in earnwt.—It cannot be offen¬ 
sive to the Capitan Pacha to be told that 


with such means in our hands, we think 
ourselves, under the blessing of Providence, 
certain of success; and having this senti¬ 
ment, I feel it no pusillani^iity on my part 
to implore his higl^^jcss not to plunge his 
sovereign and his country into irrecoverable 
woes. This is to be considered as my 
final declaration that tlie admiral is <leter- 
mined to avail himself of the first favoura¬ 
ble, wind ; and you therefore have nothing 
further to do than to go as expeditiously 
as you cau lo Ccuistantinople, and there to 
join me. Signed C. Abbuthnot. 

Second inclosme referred to in No. XII. 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Arhulhiiot 
to B. Pisani, esq.dated Hoval (Uorge 
off' the Dardanelles, 13tl> Feb. ISO/. 

Sir; I did not fail to relate lo vice ad¬ 
miral sir John Duckworth all the particu¬ 
lars of the conference vvliicli I had to-day 
with l)is* highness tlje Ca)>ilan Pacha.— 
Tlie vice admiral learnt from what 1 said, 
that liis highness could not even adopt the 
idea which 1 had thrown out, of the fleet 
remaining at the anchorage occupied, with¬ 
in the passage, by the squadron under sir 
Thomas Louis. It therefore was evident . 
I hat nothing was to be granted to us, while 
by my going up alone witiiout tlie fleet, 
that greatest of all disadvantages, the loss 
of time which cotild never he regained, 
would be sufl'ered by us. Under these 
circumstances the admiral feels that he lias 
no option left to him, but that it is become 
his bounden duty lo obey lileially his so¬ 
vereign’s orders, and to proceed up the 
Dardanelles w henever the wind may permit 
it.—But the admiral to the very last will 
he amicably inclined. After he lias lorced 
the passage of the Davdui^eKes, he will 
again give lo the Otlomaj govonimcnl an 
opportunity of terminating bv a fiiendly 
iiegociation the difFeronccs wliich have 
* arisen. For this purpose he w ill in the 
first instance anchor his fleet at such a dis¬ 
tance from the town of Constantinople, as 
will remove every apprehension of his be¬ 
ing hostilely inclined; and he will not 
proceed to extremities, even when the 
means of doing it shall be wilhiu his 
bands, until he has learnt from me that 
the negociation 1 simll propose has been 
fruitless.—1 wish much that the Ca)>itan 
Pacha had been invested with tliscrelionatry 
powers to treat with me. His highness 
says he has none such. He therefore must 
obey the orders of his sovereign, and we 
jnust he equally obedient lo the orders of 
ours. I am, &c. Cha. AtiBUTHyoT. 
iS M 2 
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[PapeVs relating to Portugal.]^ Mr. 
' Abercromby said, that the information ob¬ 
tained relalive to the Expedition to Co- 
penljageii, was just enough lo excite sus¬ 
picion, but was not sivflficicnt to give any 
satisfactory explanation of the conduct of 
^ ministers. lie hoped this temper of re¬ 
serve would not 1)0 sh(*\\n in respect to the 
Papers heshouid ajiply h>r in a transaction 
that vvtui said to Ijoarsonear an analogy to 
that proceeding: lie meant the ^.I’ajjei^ 
connected \Mtli the negoeiation Por¬ 
tugal. Pie did not think it was nect'ssary 
tomake any comment upon the propriety oi’ 
accpiiring this inlenigenco, until objections 
should be made, wJiicii he was not disposed 
to anticipate, lie should, therefore, pro¬ 
pose his first motion, which would be j'ol- 
lowcd by several otleus. It was, Tirat 
an humble address bo [‘re'^’entvd to his 
majesty, that he w ill be graci'oiislv pleased 
to give directions that there he laid be¬ 
fore this house, copies of the Jnstiurfions 
to carl St. Vincent for the direct ion v''4’his 
conduct at Lisbon, in JS^OO ; and also co¬ 
pies of the Instnirtioiis given on tlic same 
occasion to the earl of Rosslyn and to 
general Siiiicoe.’* 

Mr. Secretary Canning said, that not 
having had any communicaiion w itli the 
hon. gent, on the subject of his motion, 
and not having collected from his speech 
what would be the extent of it, he wish'll 
to knbw what additional documents he 
meant to require, before he acceded to the 
proposition. 

Mr. Abcrcromhy, replied, that his other 
motions would ap’ply to the eoninimiica- 
tioiis f?om the thvcv persons he liad named 
to the jndnee regeni, and the replies (o 
them; and* furtluu*, the particulars of tie- 
interview with t^ie pritu'c regent prior to 
tlieir departure fror^i the Tagus. 

Mr. Secretary (.mining objectrd. that a 
motion so genera! did ju-t admit tlie exclu-* 
sion of matter, however delicate in its nature, 
and however tlangerous to iuijia^t. Appli¬ 
cations of this kind, to provide the house 
wilh the parlienlars of aprivale inicrview 
with a sovi reign jirincc, had never been 
attempted before, and if acceded to inusl 
have the most pernicious consc quern es. 
It w^as well known, that while the British 
wc waiting in the anti-ro»>m 
^Servants of Imperial princes, tl’o 
accredited agents had parsed our 
Hp^lys, and had bery ded sovereigii^tvithin 
Hpereeessesof their own cabinets. Tliispre- 
l^reitce had occasioned some conqilaints, 
pimd the result had been that, on various 


occasions, the British agent had been ad¬ 
mitted to the like privilege. But this 
footing of equality must be destroyed, if it 
were }>ermitted that the private communi¬ 
cations wrilh an independent sovereign 
should be laid on the tabic of the house, 
sul)s(‘qucntly become theinatterofdebate, 
aiidai^airibc nideceiuly cireulatcd through 
the kingdom in liic public newspajicrs. 
lie w as ha[)j)y on this occasion to make a 
stand,and openly U> resist such propositions, 
liiere w^as no country in Europe where 
dirci t intcreourse betw'cen the foreign nii- 
nisicrs and the monarch was so strictly 
guarded as in^ our own: none here were 
suf t ved to approach the throne, unless the 
servants of tin' crown w'cre present; and in 
proportion to th(' dillieuliy of immediate 
access vMlIi us, w eie (he obstaeles present¬ 
ed to the same access of our ininisUrs 
abroad. 

]\lr. Adam opposed the principle laid 
down by the right lion, secretary, and ex- 
jjressyd his siujuise at hcaimg such doc¬ 
trine first bleached )‘y the person, who, 
on a former night, rcati in that house ex¬ 
tracts of documents whiidi ln*longed tothe 
crown, and so far insulted the (-onstitution 
as to withhold the doMiment, w hich lie had 
partially quoted, from parliann'tit. He 
siiouid sliortly bring I'orwanl a motion on 
this subject, in ordiu* that tin* house might 
be conviiK'od liow it stood in this respect, 
and wlieic llie boundaries of the crown 
wen- lnnit( d. 

.Mr. (*{w?/ing suggested an amendment, 
by which the Instructions to lord Kosslyn, 
iCc. and an af'comit of their Expedition, 
w'(iu!d given, so tirat the substance only 
of \shat [lasscd at the (-ourt of Lisbon 
would he olitaim-d. —'JEiv amendmeni was 
then a^ri ed to. 

* Lnon Mr. Abercroinby's third motion 
being juit, for obtaining copies of the Or¬ 
der of Recall of earl St. Viiicenl, &c. and 
of tile dispatches containing an account of 
what pa^ssed at their audience of leave, 
Mr. Canning made an olqcctioii to the 
lat ter pariol the mol ion, also upon grounds 
of (ltd lent e tent ion to titiquette, and the 
mischief that might arise from publishing 
ofiicial coniniuuications of tliat nature. 

Mr. S/fcridan* dtr^Lvvd, that if an am- 
ha.ssador from England held (inferences 
w ith no other person but the sovereign at 
*w hose court Jit resided, we could have no 
other sourctj of information concerning 
his conduct, but the conference's with such 
sovereign ; and was it to be said that these 
conferences should never be disclosed ? 
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At the time when we made the late peace 
with IVancc, we acknowledged the first 
consul as sovereign of that country. When 
this peace was pul an end to, by the re- 
iievvril of hostilities, were not the private 
conrereiices tlrat passed between that so¬ 
vereign and lord \Vlili,worth, publlsiied in 
this country, as the justih jatiou of the war ? 
Now, lie cuiUendcd, that no representation 
or ijiisre[jre mentation ol the words used by 
d loreign siwerelgn, ( ould ever be so mis- 
ehitwou') as llie [iiaeiice of reading partial 
and garbh d e\liacts of letters and other 
doeuinenls, and tvl'u.sing to produce the 
whole ol theni when called for. 

Mr. Poitsimlr,/ could not bear to hear in 
silence such language as had been used by 
the rigiil ium. secretary. In the best times 
of bngli^li history, the conduct of persons 
in tile highest stations, wdiether minister 
or piiiiee, v^'ere ()[)enly, fairly, and boldly 
di^iMissed in ]/arliaincnt; it >vas only at 
the nio't disgracclul ]>eriods that we tind 
great men have slirunk from publi(dty, and 
parliainent too easily leu by con till ence 
in a great name, or a high-sounding title. 
If members of parliament w ere to under¬ 
stand that th(^ power of France had this 
etlect, they had better say to their consti¬ 
tuents, that the ])ovver of ihionaparte was 
so great, iliut it not only subverted or rais¬ 
ed up kingdoms at w ill upon the continent, 
but that It succeetled in robbing them of 
their free constitution. 

Mr. IVindham said, the house and the 
country might now' be congratulated i^n 
having in the person of the right hon. se¬ 
cretary, a new defender of those rules of 
propriety, which he liimself had so lately 
broken. Sometimes a smuggler made a 
very good cuijlom-house oflicer. This was 
analagous to the right hon. gent, who 
spoki' with such animation against 'the 
practice of disclosing confidential Olummu- 
iiicatioiis.—The house then divided—FtA* 
the motion 82. Against it i P2. Ma jority bO. 

The following are copies of the papers 
laid before tlie iiouse in coiisl^queiice of 
the ab^ve motions: viz. 

PAPERS , 

RELATIVE TO l\)KTt(. VL, PKESKNTED EY HlS 

MA.IESTy’s command TO THE HOUSE OF 

COMMONS, Pl fl^^iAirl^TO THEin ADDRESS 

OF lo rn FEU. I SOS. 

No. 1. — Dispatch from Mr. Secretary 
Fox to the earls of Rossiyn and ^St. 
Vincent, and lieiit. gen. Sinicoe, dated 
Downing Street, 9th Aug. ISOd. 

My lords, and sir; Intelligence has 
been received his uiaj/s luinisters of 


an intention on the part of Franffce imme¬ 
diately to invade the kingdom of Portugal, 
and the Frpitch government has, by its 
ow n Declarations, left little or no room to 
doubt tlie truth of thaf intelligence.—It 
has even been fdrmally announced by that 
government to his maj.^s ambassador at 
Pans, that an army, said to be composed 
of ;J0,000 fticn, is actually assembled at 
Bayonne for this purjjose, and that the 
(fhject of this iiwasion is nothing less than 
that of dethroning the jjvesent royal fa¬ 
mily, and destroying the very existence of 
the Portuguese monarchy ; tiie provinces 
of wdiich are to be partitioned out, one 
[lart to Spain, and the other part, wdth the 
town and port of Lisbon, to be given as a 
separate dominion to the prince of peace, 
or to the (jueen of Etruria.—In that case 
his inaj, lias thought it right to direct that 
th(‘. foj'ce uow^ embarked, coiusisting of the 
numbers stated in the margin, should be 
s(‘iit 1‘orthvvlth to the river Tagus, there to 
be met by a competent naval force which 
has been in like manner directed to repair 
to that station. And his maj. has thought 
fit to give directions that the land force 
appropriated to this service, sliould receive, 
successive augmentations as fast as the 
means of transport can be provided—In 
addition to the command of the naval and 
military forces which he has intrusted re¬ 
spectively to the earl St. Vincent and to 
lieut. gen. Simcoc, his maj, has been 
pleased to direct that full powers should 
be granted to them, coiijoinily wdth the 
earl of Rosslyn, to negociate with the court 
of Lisbon on all matters that may concern 
the joint interests of .the two comTs in the 
present conjuncture of aflairs. I am there¬ 
fore, in this dispatch, to explain the prin¬ 
ciples on which such aegotiaiion is to be 
conducted.—The object most dosirabje, if 
it should be pos»ibIe*to be obtained, would 
be, to arrange sufficient and ellectual mea¬ 
sures, by concert betw^cen the two courts, 
for th(^ complete defence of Portugal 
against the threatened invasion of Portu¬ 
gal ; an object w hicA it ought not to be 
difficult for Portugal to provide for, if the 
invading force should not exceed the num¬ 
bers stated by the French government.— 
This is therefore the first point which is 
to be proposed to the court of Lisbon; 
and if that court, either singly by its own 
resources, or by such co-operation as it 
may be able to ot^tain from Spain, where 
it is probable the plans of France will 
create much more alarm than pleasure, 
sIkiuIU be willing seriously to engage in 
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tigdrous 'and effective measures of de¬ 
fence ; the kins; will approve your expres- 
eihg his maj."s"disposition t#sjipport them 
< to the full extent of such means as his 
liiaj. may be able to apply to this object. 
—You will however understand distinctly, 
that this instruction applies only to the 
case not merely of assurances, but, as I 
have already expressed it, of vigorous and 
effective measures, bond, fide adopted 
the Portuguese government for its ov\n 
defence ; a resolution which seems to he 
so strongly called for by the urgency of 
the present crisis, that one might look 
Vvith some confidence to its adoption, if 
♦fortner experience did not give too much 
treason to doubt of it even under such cir¬ 
cumstances. — Should it be found that 
either the means or energies of tlic court 
of Portugal are inadequate for such a pur¬ 
pose, the next endeavour mus^i be .to' in- 
lipire that government with a resolution 
which they are understood formerly to 
have entertained, and w hich in the case 
supposed, is the only one that could be 
adopted either with dignity or prudence ; 
tiatnely, that of withdrawing at once from 
their European territories, and removing 
themselves, with all that they can carry 
with them, to their possessions beyond the 
Atlantic.—Should such be the disposition 
of the court, every encouragement must 
be given to confirm them in that inten¬ 
tion* and the strongest engagements may 
fee entered into, that in such case *hi8 maj. 
will not only by his naval forces protect 
mtd secure such retreat, but that he will 
rOspect and even guaranty to the court of 
Portugal the irtdepcndance of its domi¬ 
nions in the Brazils, as well as the posses¬ 
sion of all ships and other property that 
may be earned there by virtue of any 
suet ari*artgeittent.—^A case however must 
be provided for, different from either of 
the two preceding, and unhappily not the 
least probable, in which the government of 
Portugal, abandoning all idea c>ither of 
resistance or escape, should wait in fearful 
acquiescence the aj^proach of the danger, 
leaving the country with all that it con- 
taiiu to fall an easy and certain prey into 
tha'hands of the enemy.—In that case his 
tnaj. would feel himself impelled, as well 
by every consideiution of duty to himself, 
m of regard even for his ally, to take such 
steps as might be necessary to diminish 
the evil, by preventing the enemy feom 
Acquiring that accession of force, particu- 

f fy of naval force, which the possession 
the port of Lisbon, in such 


stances, would give him, and which may 
have had a principal share in prompting 
him to the present intended, outrage,— 
You must, therefore, from the beginning, 
so regulate all your conduct as to keep in 
view this ultimate object, the only ime 
possibly which may at last be left to you 
to accomplish.—^Ihis, of course, should it 
ultimately become necessary, must be 
done not by negotiation, but by demon- 
strations, and possibly by actual measures 
of force.—But even in this case, it is very 
material, that you should endeavour to the 
utmost to imjiress both on the government 
and on the people of Portugal, that the 
steps resorted to, are taken wdth no feel¬ 
ings or object of hostility towards them, 
but are the result only of that unhappy 
necessity which the injustice and vl<deiu c 
of the enemy, and the wu^akness of Portu¬ 
gal, impose, upon his maj.—(’oidbnnably 
to these impressions, if at any ])criod be¬ 
fore the shi])s and troops of Ids maj. are 
withdrawn from the roast, and even after 
measures of force shall have bean mutually 
resorted to, the court of Portugal shall be 
disposed on better consideration and fur¬ 
ther evidence of the danger, to accept the 
proposal of removing to their possessions 
on the other continent, yon will oiler them 
every assistance Ibr that purpose, and make 
all such engagements as may best sotten 
and conciliate their minds to so painful an 
extremity.—In all your proceedings yon 
will avoid carefully any thing that may 
givcv to the enemy any handle fi>r mis¬ 
representing the jirst and upright inten¬ 
tions of his maj. on thisoccasion.—Nothing 
w'tiidd be more acceptable to his maj. than 
that the court of Lisbon should continue, 
if it were possible, in the onjoyment of a 
secui*e and undisturbed muitrality. It is 
maV.cr of great regret to his maj. to look 
m any possible case to the necessity of 
Employing force against the territory of a 
friendly power; and il is of great import¬ 
ance that j[iis maj.*s contluct on this occa¬ 
sion should be represented in its true 
light, both to the court and to the people of 
Portugal. It will therefore be proper, not 
only to deliver in official notes to this 
effect, but to print and circulate in the 
Portuguese languag&^vnanifcsto, in which 
those circumstances should be oplfnly and 
frankly explained, which justify by the 
evident necessity of the case, the securing 
beforehand those military resources w hich 
the enemy has openly evinced, and for¬ 
mally declared, his intention of seizing for 
his own purposes. —His maj. has no desire 
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to derive fmni this measure any otlior ad¬ 
vantage tlian that of depriving liis enemy 
of means of annoyance, which tire intended 
to be used both against the interests of his 
country, and for the purpose of attack 
against the colonies of Portugal herself. 
In order to avert these evils, his inaj. au¬ 
thorizes you, to agree to any plan by 
which the Portuguese ships of war, if 
placed in his custody by that gbverinncnt 
w'ltliout resorting to measures of Ibrce, 
shall be either retained in trust for l\n tu- 
gal, or shall be piircliascd from that go¬ 
vernment by his inaj. according to their 
full estimated value He cannot forego 
tliose measures, which are necessary to 
pre\ent the Portuguese navy from becom¬ 
ing an accession to that of Prance ; but be 
is desirous of executing this purpose in 
such way as may be least (dieiisivi* to the 
dignity or injurious to the interests of an 
ally, m whom his first wish w'ould be to 
find the dispoMtion and thi* means of op- 
pf»sing an ellectual resistance against the 
common enemy. — The general ol^jects 
wdnch are in vii'w, being thus explainetl 
to you, the particular course in whicli they 
are to be jmrsaed, whether in measures of 
negotiation or of force, or by a mixture of 
both, is left with full eontidenee to tlie 
discretion of the. persons in whom his inaj. 
has vested such ample poAVtis, and bv 
wdiose entile and pe«’l'ect co-operation in 
every stej) of whatever d(>scnption that 
shall bet oiiie necessary, the objects in 
view can alone be accomplished.— 
precise jjeriod of the- demand to be made 
for the dt barkalion of the troops, aiul for 
the placing them in a situation of security, 
IS perhaj)s the most important among these 
points; and r^pxl to that, the mode and 
time of the requisition, that the Portuguese 
ships in the Tagus should be placed^in 
such a state, as to be c apable of* being 
immediately removed on the approach of» 
an enemy.—It will not escape your atten¬ 
tion, that these are measures which mUsSt 
equally be adopted, in each ot the three 
cases above stated. If Portugal intends, 
with the aid of this couutj-y, to defend 
herself; if the court should nu’ditate a 
removal to the Brazils; or lastly, if a 
necessity should measures of force, 

with a **»'W to the removal of the ships : 
in every one of these cases, the king's 
troops must be landed, and a po.sition mu^t 
be occupied, that will both place them in 
safety, as far as possible, and will facili¬ 
tate the execution of such measures as it 
Kiay be necessarj" for the king's naval 


forces to adopt for the removal of the 
ships.—As this step therefore must at all 
events be taken, it would s'eem desirable 
that as little time as is practicable should 
be allowed for the prepai-ation of measures 
of resistance against this indispensable 
step.—In the state of indecision in which 
it is not improbable the Portuguese go¬ 
vernment may now be placed, you must 
naturally expect, that the existence, or at 
IcUst the urgency of the d^ger will be 
denied to you ; and it is ind^-d not abso¬ 
lutely impossible, that circumstances may 
in I’act occur to delay the march of the 
French army, now fixed, as we are told 
by France, for the J5th of this month Of 
this you will of course have tlio me ans of 
procuring without ilifficulty, authentic in¬ 
telligence Irom Bayonne ; but you will 
remark,,that the measures now adopted 
arcibunded on no light surmises, Imt ou 
the declaration of the French government 
its4‘ll‘; that it is the habit of that govern¬ 
ment thus priwiously to announce its acts 
of violence ; that other measures of a like 
nature w ere in like manner announced, and 
have actually been since carried into exe¬ 
cution ; and that therefore any temporary* 
forheaiance tJiat iiiav occur in the execu¬ 
tion of this particular design allbrds no 
motive for delayingmeasun's of necessary 
precaution against it.—if It should be 
urged, that tlie admission of the king’s 
foices will bt' considered by the enemy as 
a violation of the neutrality of X*ortugal, 
and will therefore atlbrd either a motive 
or at least a pretext for the invasion of 
that country, you will remark that the 
neutrality of that (aunlry is at-»an end 
iroin the moment that a d(‘-sign ol'invading 
its territory and subverting itj go^eniment 
is openly announced b'i one of the belli¬ 
gerent parties; and tliut neither ju.s|ice 
nor jirudence require* that Ave ^houhl wait 
for the actual execution of such a menace, 
before we take measures for averting or 
les.seningj the evil. And experience iias 
but too plainly shewn, and in too many 
instances, with what facility the French' 
gOA^eniDient finds or makes pretences for 
such measures, w hen once announced-— 
If on your arrival at Lisbon you should 
find that, either from alarms excited by 
any accidental circumstances, or in con¬ 
sequence of requisitions and demands made 
by the French, the country should ha¥« 
been put in such q state of preparatiem 
and defence, as to make the execution of 
any enterprise of force more difficqU than 
\t IS hdped it would be found j mi parti* 


I 
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cularly ij^you should judge from these or 
any other circimistaiiccs, that the sAfety 
of the arn\y entrusted to your command 
-Would be compromised by a debarkation, 
or by^the measuiVis to be afterwards pur¬ 
sued ; the king relies on'your discretion 
not to adopt any step which might lead to 
the probable loss of the forces.—in that 
case the whole negotiation wouid of courst 
assume merely a pacific shri]ie.—It would 
be stated, the troopsre sent to co¬ 
operate in the defence of Purtugai, If de¬ 
sired by that government; but that such 
desire not being there entertained, lin y 
would yirocoed to tin ii former dcsmiation. 
—Ii\ that case, how>^evor, a^ indeed in 
eveiy case of discussion vvitli that g'nn-rn- 
ment, it must always be iinpresscd upon 
them, that the ciu'tair consequence ot’ 
subniisMon to France must be. tlg^ los?> of 
the Prazlis; which, in such*ereiyt, ,thi.s 
country must occupy for its own safety. 

I am, k,r. C. J. Fox. 

No. Jl.—Extract of a’ Dispatch from 
Mr. Seen tary Windham to the earl 
of Rosslyn aiid lieut. gen. Slincoe, 
dated Dowming Street, 12th of Aug. 


1806; 

As the wind .still prevents llie convoy 
from getting round from the Downs, I 
think it proper to apprise you, in addition 
to your former instructions, that u is 
thought advistable that you should lose 
no tune in proceeding to Lisbon in the 
frigate destined for that st it ice.-^tJn your 
arrival there, it is pre.sumed, you will find 
the eari hit. Vincent already there; you 


will of course, in the fsr.st instance, coin- 
mmiicatr with his h'rJship on the subject 
of the instructions wdiicli are jointly ad¬ 
dressed to hftj lordship and you, and also 
on this dispatch.—»A.s your arrival will in 
all probability precede that of the troops, 
it is thought propel- that lord Ro.sslyn 
should, after communicating a.s above with 
lord St. Vincent, proceed to liisbon, and 
there enter upon his mission; gpn. Sim- 
coe remaining with the fleet to^waii the 
arrival of the trooj^.—Lord Rosslyn will 
begin his negotiation by stating the cer¬ 
tainty and urgency of the danger as men¬ 
tioned in your former instructions. He 
will remark, that while there was a hope 
that Portupl even by considerable pecu¬ 
niary sacrifices would preserve her neu¬ 
trality, the king felt too strong an interest 
}n the safety of his al^y to endanger it by 
tmy precipitate or premature measures 
jte his,part. But that the moment is now 
when a decision must be Haken.^ 


The enemy has announced his immediate 
intention of subjecting Portugal to ,Uie 
greatest evils to which an iiuJepi udcnt 
state can be exposed—the subjugation of 
the country, the overthrow of the govern¬ 
ment by a foreign ibree, the expulsion of 
the iaindy of its lawful siivt'reign.s. and the 
pariition of its proviiu-es. 'i’lieie is no 
reason to dv>ubt the reality of this inten¬ 
tion, which is indeed talked of at Paii.s 
without any siMjret ; and the exi^iOiKC of 
the pvv jiieatioiis for gi\iiig olieel lo it has 
been confirnK-d by additional int('!iig<mce 
rcf'C'iveil sjiue you left London.— in tiiis 
stale nl’thing.-, the king can no longer for- 
ht-ar to urgi' the court of Lisbon lo acL af 
the urgency of such a danger manifestly 
retphres. A force is collected for tin* pur¬ 
pose of their destruction, and the inti'ie 
i.on of so employing it is openly avowtd. 
In siudi a situation, to wait lill the I'ostile 
army is ])Ut in motion, or till some lii ei - e 
>.f the Freneh government publishes to 
tii(> worhl the partition of Portugal, would 
he.*to expose the royal family, tin- govern- 
muit, and the country to the ci rtamiv of 
that ruin with which they are openly 
menaced- The only ipustion can now 
be, wliether to delend or to abandon the 
country^—Even if the latter r(.^oil^llon 
were adopted, that would retpint* t<j be 
acted upon with vigour and dei islon in 
order to preserve to the. Iiouse of jiragan- 
za at least its American ])o.ssessions. If 
the former, the first step to he taken to- 
\yards it mu-4 be that of apprising the 
country of the nature, extent, and ni gtncy 
of its danger, m order to animate the 
wdiolc conmmnity in roimnon (xertions of 
defence. This must be‘accompanied by 
ellecti\e and vigorous measures for putting 
army in a state of activity an»l for 
ti( Rending the frontiers. Under such a 
systenf, atid with the aid in nUi.iey, troops, 
^nd ships, which his nvaj. w'oukl be entirely 
disposed to contribute to it, if really 
adopted and steadily pursued, thcie could 
be little (foul)t that ilie attack of a much 
more powerful army than that now said 
to be ass<*mbling at Bayonne might be 
successfully resisted. And in the prc.sent 
state of Europe, great a.s the means are 
which France pcJ^iiNki^, it may be doubt¬ 
ful whether she would be dispo^ to ap¬ 
ply a larger force to the pursuit of such an 
oJ)ject.—Jf therefore, it still be possible to 
prevent the enemy from embarking in the 
enterprize, the course now recommended 
can alone elFect that purpose. If the con¬ 
test be unavoidable, nd other jnoairs than 
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these c:in alfbrd any hope of a successful 
issue. This reasoning lord Rosslyii will 
press ill the most undent imiiincr.—The 
great obstacle lor lord Uosslyn to combat 
will be the deslio ol’procrastination so na¬ 
tural to a weak power, and tlic delusive 
ho[)e that by jiersevcraiK e in the tempo- 
lizing system the evils which they fear 
may yet be averLi'd. 'I’his must lie met 
by strong reprc'cnt at lon^ of the imminency 
of the (lai^cr, and ol’ (lie inisthief of de¬ 
lay.—Jt IS probable that win n j'ressed 
lipon this subject, j\L (•/Aranj<) will on- 
tpiirc what sjjccifu: assistance his maj. will 
be disj)osed to grant to Portugal, if It 
shouhi bv such ineuMires as are now re- 
c iminended dr.wv upon itself the rc seni- 
im iit of Friinee. To this, it must always 
be answered, that the attack from Fraiue 
'nil! not be the consecpicncc of siii^li 
incaxires, but only the eKciuition of a dc- 
te'inimition taken an 1 announced anlece- 
deiil'y to lliem. Jha tiuue is no dilliniliy 
in Cs iieuig evplieith' said, (hut provided 
fiis majesty were satiTied dh it Portugal 
w:'> taking vigoious and ell'ecli'ie nua- 
sui» s iur her own deferis’c, tluue is no e.s:- 
tation III tlie power of this country that 
ills niaji'stv wonhl not be r‘udy to make 
foi that juirpose, in pecuniary assistance 
as v\ell as in military mi I naval sno(‘ours. 
—in addition to these geneia! .ismrance'., 
it uoulil hv [iropiu' that lord Kosslyn 
should state speclheallv that <in t xpedition 
of near nun is now^ leadiv ni our 

ports ; and (hat although tin se have,he^m 
collected with a \ eu to a dili'eient desli- 
ii.ilion, yet that, on any iniam.itioii of such 
a wish I'rom ih^ Portuguese government, 
onhaw would be gl\en to these tn;ops, and 
to Olliers whudi might snece;s!\ely follow 
tliein, to sail iiiimediately to Portugal. 
P>iit lord Rosslv’ii will not hd it he ai»*der- 
vtuod that such is actually theirVlcstiiia- 
tion,—II the f\)rtngues go\ ertmionl shoiiftl 
bv‘ induced hv lliesc representations to 
adojn a sysiom of active j^rej^aratiun and 
vi:torous iK fence, huing aside all hopes 
of savhig ibeirK'dves by any (dher course, 
they will of course cheeiiKilly acct'pt the 
jiroOercd aid ; and the airiv.il of the 
troops wdiich will stUl, in all oents, fol¬ 
low* you as sdifti 'as the wind pirmits, 
will bV matter of great satisfaction to 
them.—If they declhie this 
i'rom the fiMV of irrevocably couunitUjig 
themselves with Frarure, lord llosslyu is 
not’, till the actual arrival of the troops, to 
give anvmnfimayon that he expects them ; 
iior to employ any other language than 
Vol;X. , 


such as is already pointed om i/i this dis¬ 
patch.—When the troops actually arrive, 
he w'ill lose no time in representing that 
event as the effect of the continued infor¬ 
mation received here, 'Js to the ui*gcncy 
of the clangor, atid as the strongest proof 
of the king’s solicitude to avert it.—He 
wall represent tliat th(‘ disembarkation of 
these troo[)s, when sent on such grounds, 
cannot be relused by tbc court of Lisboni 
c'xeej)t on the. ground of a resolution to 
abandon all measures of defence; in 
which case alone his majesty will be 
driven to consider what is tlue to the in* 
tcre^s of his ow n erow 11 , separately from 
those of his ally.—He will give the 
strongest and the most formal assnranocs 
that the contlnaanee of the troops shall be 
limited to the extent of the danger ; and 
on thi.s ground he wall demand their admis- 
sioii.—d’liQ time to bf‘ limited for a roin- 
pliaiu'c with that demand must lie ar¬ 
ranged with the earl of St. Vincent and 
lieut. pen. Simroe. Rut it will be proper 
that the actTial knowdedge of a refusal to 
admit llie troojis, as IVieiuls, should pre¬ 
cede, liy however short an interval, any 
attempt to disembark in other man- 
net .-—11 such refusal should take, place, the 
Instructions already giNeii to 3^011 wdlh the 
curl of St. Vinrciit wall tlien apjily in all 
their points, as imiecd they do in a great 
degri e to the course here pointed out. 

Ao. JIh—Disput’d! i’rom ^Ir. Secretary 
Windham to enrts Rosslyn and Saint 
\ iucent, and lieut. gen. Simeoe, 
(kueil Dowinig Miect, 2 '^lh August 
I sob. 

lords, and sir; S/uicc the earl of 
Rosslyn and licnt. geu. Slmcoe .sailed iVoiii 
Plvanouth, hi.s majes(v'’s ^ier\ants have 
received mfonnution which induces them 
to beilieve that the })re[)arations ft^f the 
attack of Portugaf arc in a less furw^ard 
state tliiiu hud [)cfoi’e been supposed, 
though then* appcurs no reason to enter 7 
tain iTy)re douln lliaii boibre as to the 
final iijtention of the J'reucb government 
to carry into effect tfte plaits for the con- 
(|uest and partition of Portugal Avhich they 
have already announced.—in this state of 
things the whole <‘X[)cdition being* now 
collected at Plymouth, and ready to sail^ 
with the fiivt fair w’ind, it has been JiidgeiT 
expedient to detain them until intelligence 
shall have been rec<*ived from you ot your 
proceedings and pi' the state of affairs at 
Lisbon.—It is thought here, that there is 
now more prospect than before of accom- 
plisfnug the objects in view, without the 
f 12 N - • 



547] PARL DEBATES, Feb. 15, 1S08 —Papers rehthig to Portugal 


necessity of rcsortinp^ to measures of force, 
which, if j'vac ticable, is highly desirable. 

_ ^The troops 'will liowcver ,he kept in 

constant readinehs to sail on the very first 
order, Svhieh wili be f^iven cither on re¬ 
ceiving such information irom you as shall 
ajipcar to recpiire it, or on intelligence 
being rcceiveil here in any other manner, 
of the FreiK'li forces being in a greater 
lEtate of readiness, or of the danger of the 
attack IVom'Spain beconung imminent. 
I am, ^vC. Windham. 

jS’o. lV.~rAtrart of a Dispatch from tlie 
earl o: Rosslyu to Mi. Secretary Fox, 
dated Lisbon, Aug. jOth, 

I have the lio.umjr to inform you, that 
his maj.’s ship Santa ?viargarita, anchored 
in the Tagus late on Monday evening the 
25th.—Early on the 2()th Un’d St. Vincent 
caint' on board, and his lordship, lie*at. gen. 
Siincoc, and J, had a foil confor^nee*upon 
Iho present state ofaltairs in this country.— 
Lord Stranglord upon heai mg of our avvi\ al 
bod made a[)plIoation I'or pratique far us, 
without delay.—in tlie afternoon I landed, 
and had a long amfeicncc with M. d* 
Aniiijo.—In this I took occasion to enter 
upon that |K)int of onr Instructions, which 
yehitc'i to the clangers of the country, and 
the proposal to ass'-t m defending it. To 
this iir^t head 1 chiefly confmed my sell'. 
I stated the intelligence respecting the 
plans of the French government, and the 
persuasion of his m.ij.’s minlsU r.s, pf the 
extreme urgency ol the danger arising 
from thence, aocordim/ to the tenor of 
the Instrueiions.—To tiiis statement M. 
dT\ranjo n plied, ihat there was no ac- 
Uial asseifihly oi' troOjjs at liayonne, no 
camp formed, and no ]U'e)jaration,s made. 
That he had s*cnt several couriers to |;as.s 
through it, for live •purpose of ascertain¬ 
ing file fact. Tliat ^ll liis intelligence 
from Pans and Madrid concurred in 
that account, and that the forces col¬ 
lected there, cojteistcd only of an Italian 
brigade ot’seventeeji hundred men.* That 
M. (Ic Lima had giv^n them no reason to 
apprehend drng<*r, and made no communi¬ 
cation IVnin ihn-is of a declared intention to 
attacJ< the country, nor oP any rejvorts to 
that effect.—lie was p»'rsnaded that no 
measures had been taken for that purpose; 
and strongly stated the di>tiuction between 
a bvrmal dexlaration of the government or 
a conversation of Buonaparte himself, and 
the language held hy*' M. Talleyrand; 
wMeft was diHposcd to coasider as a 
device or threat to induce lord yav- 
aml^his m;vjrsty*s ministers, to con¬ 


sent to the terms of peace proposed.—M. 
d^Araujo further stated, that the Spanish 
minister had expressed such surprize and 
jealousy upon the arrival of lord St. Vin¬ 
cent with the squadron, that be had thought 
it advisable to .say that his Brilanriick 
majesty having received information of 
the measures taken by S[)ain for placing a 
part of the troops on the war establish¬ 
ment, and especially those which wxre 
upon live frontiers of Portugal, had w ith a 
just and natural alarm for the safety of his 
ally, ordered into the Tagus such forces as 
were nio^t at hand and most disposable. 
—Upon this I told M. d’Araujn lliat he 
was al liberty also to communicate thu 
intelligence given Ivy me relative to the 
apprehensions that laiglaud entertained of 
France in consequence of M. Talh^yrand’^ 
declaration. Tins, however, be declined 
for the present; adding that he could not 
attrihuti’ the arrival of lord St. Vincent 
U) ])repavations which he did not believe 
to exiir^t. nor to declavtions of which he 
ha(f'received no account, and whicdi had 
not been made and W'cre not known to 
the Poiiuguesc minister at I'ans.—lie 
shewed the greatest a])pre})ension- that 
the .sensations produced by lord St. Vin¬ 
cent’s arrival would have the worst ef¬ 
fects upon the interests and sal'ety of 
Portugal, not so much from the num¬ 
ber of ships as from the conseijuence at¬ 
tached to Ins lordshl[j’s ( xalted chanu'- 
ter, and the iinportam e of the mission 
wfihtwhleh Ik* was understood to he 
cliarged ; anrl lie strongly expressed his 
fears tjnit this would proioke an attack 
not otherwisii intended.---.After staling in 
the, ti rms of my lnstru('lioiis the imme¬ 
diate succours winch were t^mbarked and 
n af^y to s.iil for the defence of Portugal, 
and whp h for that purpose his maj. had 
djverUiil from other olqecis of the iirst im- 
porbince, J explaini'd the unexampled 
gcuerosiiy with which his maj. had deter¬ 
mined to Mirrca'-c this force by further 
supplie s, and to furnish evr ry assistance 
that the case might require, or lii.s re¬ 
sources afford, hs wudl in ships and money 
as in troops,—The nature and extent of 
these oilers appearoiijo^ave a very con¬ 
siderable clFett, andwe^l* receivq^ with 
civil cxpre.s.sionsof gratitude.—I siTggested 
to M. D'Araujo that they must d^ccide 
pr'(5mptly upon the oflbrs of succour, for 
that the troops being already embarked, 
must, if not employed for the protection of 
^Portugal, be sent forward to their destina¬ 
tion, and tjiat if the offer w'ere nowrejectetj^ 
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his maj.^s government could not hereafter I 
command the same means, whatever might | 
be its disposition.—M. D'Araujo observed, 
that if the forces of England were distract¬ 
ed, and engaged in distant expeditions, 
Portugal would be exposed to the ut¬ 
most clanger, and left totally defenceless. 
He frecpietitlv repented liow desirable it 
would liave been, that the arrival of a 
minister should have preceded the fleet, 
that full communications should have been 
previously made of the intentions of his 
lnaj.^s government and a due consideration 
bestowed upon the means which could be 
applied for the defence of the country ; 
and seemed to be thoroughlypersnaded that 
the arrival of a British force in the Tagus 
at this moment, connected with the eir- 
cumstanccs of the present mission, v/ould 
draw upon Portugal the resentment of 
hrance, and be considered as a violation 
of the treaty of neutrality.—I urged 
strongly llic arguments sugge.sted by my 
inslriictn)ns upon that subject, an^l 1 did 
not tnnit to remark to him, that his ihaj. 
had suflered the court of Lisbon to pay 
subsidies to France, as long as a hope re¬ 
mained of its being able to firest-rve its 
neutralit 3 \ IM. d^Araujo said, he found 
the treaty of neutrality in existence when 
he came into olTice, and bedieved it to be 
the only means of prestTv mg Portugal, 
and re[)eated his arguments agaiu^^ the 
sufficiency of tin* evKhmee on whieii his 
maj-’s government founded their belief of 
the designs hostde to Ponugal. • • 

No. V.-^lLxtract of a Dispatch from the 
earl of Hosslyn to Mr. Soi ii tary Fox, 
dated Lishmi, Sept. 2, ISOd 
I am sorry to say that 1 Caimot see the 
least grounds* to expect vigorous etlbrts 
from this nation in its own defence ; amj^it is 
evident that no force (h Britain e;g\ possi¬ 
bly furnish, would of itself be adeijuate 
arrest the progress of a French iiuasiun. 
—In shfirt it is my duty to state, that I en¬ 
tirely despair of the possibility*(>f defend¬ 
ing I^)rtugal against a French invasion by 
any m6ans to be founil h(*re, or that G. 
Britain can even with great sacrifices sup¬ 
ply.—With respect to the immediate ob¬ 
jects of my mission, observe to you, 

that* approiffnsions of danger from 
France exisu^l in this country ; 
all the intelligence 1 have been able to 
acquire here, contradicts the supposition 
of preparations at Bayonne.—It appears 
to me quilts incredible that an army could 
be suddcnl)'^ assofnbled at JFayonne, to half, 
the extent stated from the beginning of 


August, without its being known to all the 
merchants; and w'hen we eoiisider the 
consequences w ith w hich tile invasion and 
partition of Portugal would be pro^mant, 
it must be evident that* no efibrts of the 
government could suppress the jntelli- 
gcnce,or prevent the universal public alarm 
which the avow al ol such a resolution, cou¬ 
pled with Iho pre[)arations necessary to 
carry it into execution, must have produ¬ 
ced throughout*lhc kingdom, and especi¬ 
ally ill the towms of Li.^lion anil Oporto.-— 

1 must add, that 1 cannot imagine any in¬ 
terest which the court of Lisbon could 
have in shutting its eyes to such move- * 
ments, had they been made ; and it has 
shewui a sufficient sensibility to danger to 
as.sure us, that it cogld not conceal its fears 
if they had been leally excited. I am 
therefore inclined to doubt this armament 
as stated.-e-I am confident that the arrival 
of the convoy with the troops will excite 
the utmost terror and despair in this go¬ 
vernment and city ; but 1 do not think the 
Prince Rege;it wall altogether refuse the 
permission to land w'heu demanded. It is 
however unquestionable that he will pro¬ 
test most strongly against it, not only as 
derogatory to his independence, but as an 
infraction of his neutrality, likely to bring 
down u])oii the country the resentment of 
France, and to engage him in an unneces¬ 
sary war. The most moderate tone tltat 
can be,taken by the court here, will be to 
declare (rreat Britain responsible for all 
the consequences of tlie \n'(>ceeding, and 
bound to undertake the defence and ]>ro- 
vido for the security of Portugal, should 
it bo attacked. Although the ]5ermission 
to land and cncamj) may be granted, the 
possession of tlie forts w ill ufmost ccitainly 
be refused ; and it easy tq give any 

reason for insisting uj>on having tiiein. 
The landing may be reijuired because the. 
troojis are criavded in tlndr transports and 
the anchorage without the bar uii'-ale at 
this se-efcon, and the Prince may content 
himself*with no^ opposing it.—But if the 
govmnrnent cannot he induced to consent 
to let the troops occu|)y the fort of St. 
Julian by the ments drawm froiij tlie 
precedents in 1797, (whii h however in 
strictness do not apply, for the forts w^ere 
then empty, and the Portugue'^c regiments 
upon the frontiers), and irom re]nesenting 
how desirable it is that tlie British troops 
should be kept as much as possible out of 
the city of Lisbon; it w'ill be a very strong 
step Jo require that the Portuguese troops 
should be removed, and that the absolute 
’ 2 N 2 
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tomniand of the port and city should be 
given up to us. Ts'o pretext of common 
danger oaji be alleged, and no apprehen¬ 
sion fgr the security of any separate inte¬ 
rest of th(‘ Pnti^h am be prtJtenclcd.—If 
the court of Lisbon take the line of expres¬ 
sing its gratitude for the promptness with 
M'liiclj the sueeour.*, have been sent upon 
the supposition of danger, and of entreating 
his majesty to withdraw his forces, when 
it appears that such ihmgcr docs not exist ; 
or should it prepare itself for war as ren¬ 
dered inevitable by tltis expedition ; it will 
be eqtiallv contrary to the jnv'.fossioiis 
which we have been lustriicted to make, 
and appear a most extraordinary prelimi¬ 
nary to the defence of an ally to jiroeerd 
to a reduetion of their fortresses by forte 
without any provocation on their part, or 
any motive of self-defence on ourJi real or 
pretended.— Our Justructionsproi( ed upon 
a luipposition (hat the iTcnch weic in foree 
at }3ayonne, and the immediate inv i'^ion 
of Portugal indubitable ; and those mea¬ 
sures winch would ha\e been stricliy jus¬ 
tifiable in easO this government should 
have abandoned all idea of resistau* e or 
escape from the danger, would, in the cir¬ 
cumstances I have slated, assume an oppo¬ 
site character, and be made to apjjear to 
the rest of Lai rope as an act of uiiin>tiliable 
violcmee and agfrression. Tliis case has 
not been for(’S(‘en, and could not luin e been 
distinctly [>rovi.led ibr. 3hit the IJili and 
12 th paragraphs ol the first instructions 
strongly indicate tlie sentiments of his ma¬ 
jesty's minister^ as ajiplicablc to this (|ues- 
tion, and appear lo me to jireclude all 
niea.sur(‘s*oi I'm cc w Inch are not pi escribed 
by the evident necessity of the case, and 
justified by tfie danger of the ships and 
military resources fd thi country f dling an 
eas^^aiid cerlain pr^^^ into the br.nils of 
the enemy.—(ioveniing oiirsc*l\(‘s by tbe 
general tenor of our oniers, an 1 ibe spirit 
of moderaiion and conciliation whicb p-er- 
vades the whole of them, w*e mn^t emUa- 
vour toinak(‘liie 1 c^t ofthisdiflicftlt situa¬ 
tion ; nor ought \vv. to de| art in any degree 
fi-om those prineiplcs while thi i taaiit ma¬ 
nifests a nio^t friendly disposition, except 
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Your lordship's dispatches have been 
duly received. A very carctul attention 
has been given by Ins majesty's ministers 
to tile interesting picture which your Id]), 
has drawn of the ])resenfc situation oi Ihu-^ 
tugal, and f»f tiie aelual disposition ol the 
court of Lisbon, lo these two points your 
Idj). very pro]>erly dircrted your early at¬ 
tention, in Olde r to ascertain to wdiat ex¬ 
tent t be niciiact s of the French govern¬ 
ment, as avowed by M. I’alleyrand, wpre 
actually ready to be earned into effiet, 
and bow far llu pif'ssuie of that tiaiiger 
was iinminent eh 'Ugli Hy iwW forth into 
ac’iion tbe utmost » xi vtions wliu b ^o'eat 
Pntaiii (ould suppK , as w^ell [\>r the jiro- 
teelion of her aiiheiii aily,as foi the se< u- 
ritv of her own marniine power and inti - 
lests. l^pon tills rtreat and e.sseiitial 
cmpiirv did necessarily dep'^nd the prosr- 
(uiu'ii of those ulteruu' operations liu li 
bi> magi^ty liatl entiiistt-d to tlu* direilson 
of tlit‘ distinguished otVicors w lio weie for 
that pu.pose joined with your Idp. in (‘oni- 
ini'«^inn to the court t>t Lisbon.— 1 lu' ]ie- 
eU'iar and critical tireumstaneos ol the 
pouiion ol’ Portugal, and mibi mation ie- 
ceivi d soon after the time of your ldj).ks 
s-iiling iVom England, seemed lioweviT to 
be Mieb a-^ to admit of deferring for a short 
time, the actual ajipearaiice ot the Kiitisb 
land foices at l/sl)on. His majesty had 
tliei(fore already b< c n advised to direct 
th-' ti’oiip^ to nun.mi in readiness at Ply- 
nioulb till your Klp.'s dispati lies from Lis- 
l^‘n'^hould furnisli ^he means of dei idiiig 
upon the prr>prieiy of sendnnj them lo ]*or- 
Jncal, or of coiuii.uing to aj»])ly them to 
tin ;r oilglnal de .tination»'-^ln tliis rtsjjeet 


tbertfore, the wash wlmli has been so 
•'tn nglv I'Xpre.ssed to you*" liy his royal 
hiuhnes^ tlie Prime Regent and by Mons. 
d’.LimrO,of the Pu'iti'.li troojis not entering 
/!i(’ dacu^, ha'i been already aiiticip.ated ; 
and your blp. wilt n<^t fad to impress Ins 
r’V<d liigbm ss tbe Prince Rng» ut with 
tb proof* of the dcduacy and attention 
wiih wliicdi his majesty has consuilod iIk‘ 
w.sl'ts and apprelieiisimis of tlie court ol 
Ihirliiga], wiihe be was at tli(‘ same tune 
generously providing lor tbe subt^t-antial 
upon the near approach of an enemy, j purposes of their ^iapjiort and protection 


Then the ri'a.son ‘-uiggcsted for sidzlng tbe 
forts and sliijas may with propriety and 
truth )>e alb ged, vind those me.isures sune- 
c:esy,iry for the .security of (ireat Pritain 
be oaiTled into executnm. 

i^o. Vj--l.xtrart of a I)If,|)at( li from 
Mr. S( cretary vVinnliam to lli*: tairU| 
of Ri)sslyn, dated S*pt. IS, 180(J. 


—The gjrneral liiu'r oV your |jinUliip s 
most ret (*nt informations, concurring with 
tbe ])Osiiive assuiam cs of M. d’Araujo, in 
o?tnblisblng the belief that tlun(; i.s no iin- 
nudiali' menace of attack IVom Bayonne, 
and till' fears and solicitations ol the court 
of Lisboa npjjearlng to^iie mm b alive to 
tlic supjiO'Cd danger to Portugal by tho 
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rontiniiance of the British squadron in the 
Tagus^ your lordship is instructed fur¬ 
ther to declare to his royal highness tlie 
Prince Regent, that his majesty, having 
performed the duty of a faithful and gene¬ 
rous ally by the profler of his povverful 
assistance, is satibfied to withdraw for the 
present, that assistance, at the earnest re¬ 
quest of the court of Lisbon, and therefore 
lliai proper orders will be accordingly 
forthwith sent out to the earl of ^t, Vin¬ 
cent to that cill’ct. 

P\pr-Rs iiELM’iNo TO AMEnl^^.] Loid 
Henry Petty moved that an humble ad¬ 
dress be presented to his majesty, That 
he. uill be graciously pleased to give di¬ 
rections that there be laid before this 
house, a co})y ot such communications a^ 
jiitve jiassed between Ins majesty's govern- 
nnuit and that of the United States of 
America, relating to a ratification of a 
'rrcaly with the United States." In con- 
M.cnu:iice of the above motion, thwe sets 
of Papers were, on the 18th and 22d in¬ 
stant, laid before both houses of parliament, 
of uhicli the following are copies, viz. 
PAPERS 

RELATING TO AMERICA. 

(First set, presented feb. 18.) 

1.—Extract of a Dispatch tcom the 
lioii. David i\l. Erslvine to lord vise, 
llowick, dated Washington, March 
12d. 1S07, 

I lra;c the honour to enclose the Pre¬ 
sident's Message tt> the C'ongress, v^liich 
conveys the information of the adjust- 
Tiiciit of the uegoclalion between his ma¬ 
jesty’s coniniissiwiicrs and the American 
ministers. Your lordship will also find in 
it, the Uorrespondence of the. American 
MinistcM’ at Paris with the French minister 
of the Marine, relative to the ellwct that 
Buonipurtc’s Decree of the‘ilst ot'Xov^ 
rleclaring Englaiui to l)e inastato of l)lock- 
ado, is intended tolla^et)n AmericanUom- 
iner< c. * 

(First Inclosure referred to in 1.)— 
F^xtract. of a Message from the Pre- 
sidi'iit of tile U. Stales.'Teh. lit, 1807. 

To the Senate and House of Represen¬ 
tatives of the United Spates : 1 transmit to 
congres^^ a Ijek/^r from our ministers ple- 
iiqioteutiary at London, informing us that 
they have "agn;ed with tiie British com¬ 
missioners to ('OIK hide a Treaty on all the 
point.s winch had formed the object of 
their ncgociatlori, and on terms which they 
trusted \\v woul«^ a})prove. Also, a Let¬ 
ter from our minislef plenipotentiary at 


Pari-s covering one to.him from the minis- 
ter of marine of that govei;niiient, assur¬ 
ing him that the Impc;rial Decr#cr lately 
passed was not to allect* our coinnjercc, 
which would st iH be governed by the rules 
of the Treaty established between the two 
countries. T. Jefferson. 

(Second Inclosure referred to in X"o. 1.) 

• —To James Madison, Secretary of 
, State, Washington, dated London, 
Dec. 27tU, lyotj. 

Sir; We have the pleasure to acquaint 
you that we have this day agreed with 
the British commissioners, to conclude a 
Treaty on all the points which havt* formed 
the object of ournegocialion, and on terms 
which Ave trust our government vuiI ap-' 
prove. It will require only a few days to 
reduce it to form. When that is iJone, 
we shall* transmit it to you by a special 
messenger.* We hasten to commnuicaie 
to you this interesting inteiUgCTiee, for the 
information and guidance of our govern¬ 
ment in such niea.sm‘es as may have refer-' 
imce to the subject. We liave the honour, 
&c. James Monroe. Wm. Pixt.kney. 

(Third Inclosure refcrri'd to inXo, 1.) 
—To Mr. IMadison, Washington, dat¬ 
ed Paris, 24th Dec. 180(1 

Sir ; I have the honour of tvanNTnitting 
the copy inclosed of a Letter from ids ma- 
jesty'h minister of marine and coionfcs, in 
Answer to mine of the lOtli inst. on tlie 
snbject^of the Impoi ial Arretc of ilie 21st 
of Nov, 1800. An additional exyilanulion, 
which it may be well to coininunicate, is, 
that neutral vessels coining from Eng'niid 
or her colonies, into the ports oj’ France, 
&c. since the date of the aforesaid ArrCtc, 
will not be received, and th^t if any per¬ 
son 4)1- jiersons, charged wdlh the ship dr 
other vessel and cargo, shall be delected 
in evading this regtdation by means of 
false declarations, they shall forfeit the 
said ship or other vessel and cargo, f' am, 
Sir, fee. John Armstrong. 

(Fourth Inriosure referred to in No. 1.) 
—flnperial Dccrte of tlie 21st Nov. 
180(i. 

Art. 1.—The British Islands are declar¬ 
ed in a state of Blockade.—II. All dbm- 
merce and correspondence with the Bri¬ 
tish islands are prohibited. In consequence, 
letters or packets addressed either to Eng¬ 
land, to an Englishman, or in the Eng¬ 
lish language, shall not i)ass through the 
PostOdice, and shall be seized,—lIl.Evevy 
subject of England, of whatever rank and 
condition soever, wdio shall be found in 
tl|e countries decupled by our troops, or 
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by those of our shall be miido a pri¬ 
soner of war.—JV, All nianaziiies, luer- 
or projK'rty vvljat%Of:ver, beloiii,^- 
ing to a sa’ojeet of .b'ni'Jaiu!, shall ho d<- 
ctarod a i.miul prize.—The trade in 
English nivreluuidize is lorin'ddcn. All 
meivhandize l'elc)nf;in2,' to Fii^Iund, or 
comin;; from itsinannlactoriesr.nd loiiirs, 
is declared I:miiil jjrizc.—VL’Oju' lull’ol 
the proceeds of tlie confiscation of the 
merchandize ami j^rojunry, dcciairdi eojxI 
prize by tiie preceding'Articles, aoiiI !>i' 
applied to indemnify tiic incrclr-nit', Ibr 
the losses which tliey luue suffcrcvd !>v tlio 
capture of merchant vessels liy linylish 
cruizers.—VIL No vessel condnu directly 
from £jn;land or from the English colo¬ 
nics, or hiivin<^ been then* sima^ the pul)- 
lie..tion of the present decree, shall be re¬ 
ceived into any j ort.—VIIL ]\vcVy vessel 
contravening the above clause; hy*inVaiis 
of a false declarUion, shall he seized, and 
the \es^el ami ciui^o confiscated, as if ihev 
were Eji-iish jn’operty.—IX. Our Tri¬ 
bunal ol‘ Prizes at Paris is charged with 
the definite adjudication of all the coniro- 
versics, \vldch may arl.se within ocr tin- 
pire, or iii thcj countries occupied hy the 
French army, relative to the exi*cution of 
the present decree. Our Tribunal of 
Prizes at Milan, shall be charged with tin? 
definite adjudication of tiie said controver¬ 
sies which may arise within the extent of 
our kingdom of Italy.—^X. The. present 
J)ecree shall be connnunicated bv oui mi- 
nisror of exterior relations, to the kings of 
Spain, of Naple-^, of Holland, and of Idru- 
fia, and to our Aliu s whose, snbn‘tt>, like 
dur.s, arc the victims r>l tht' in)U*>ti^'e am! the 
barbarism of the English maritime laws. 
Our ministers of exterior relations, of war, 
of marine, of finabces, of police, and our 
post, masters general^are ( barged, each in 
what concerns him, with the execution oT 
the present Decree. 

(Fifth Jnclosurereferred to in X'o. 1.)— 
(ien. Arm.slrong to the Miftister of 
Marine and tolonies, tlaitXl Piiri.s, 
Dec. K), IfiOfi. 

The undtTsigned, minister p]c:ni[K>f(’n- 
tiaiy of tlie U. »SUites of America, has the 
honour of demanding from his exc. the 
minister of marine and colonies, the oifi- 
cial Explanation which may hav(^ been 
given to the imperial Decree of the 21st 
N<^v. 1806, so far as that decree involves 
,|be rights of neutral nations*.—^'Fhe under- 

.;*^gned would inoiv' particularly wish to be 

|i ,i|]tiformcd whctlmr by ‘ Briti.sh i»lands% 
in Art. 1. arc, to be understopd 
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all Islands in the posse.ssion of his Brit, 
majesty, and Islands merely, or whether 
the rule will be so construed, as to extend 
the Blockiui(' to till* continental possc.^- 
sioris also, of his said majesty.? Whether 
it he meant tliat the Arrete shall operate 
iVom itsdiitc, and that seizures made under 
it before unliet* shall liave been given, 
shall !a* considered legal r Wluthcr Ame¬ 
rican \ esscls, navigating the high or narrow 
seas shall he liable to seizure*, on evidence 
only, I hat they are going to, or returning 
from, a poit or poiUof hi.s Bril, maje.slv .? 
And w hetiu r Arr. JI. and \'. .<!iial] operatii 
only a.s domestic Bcgulalioiis, or Wiiether 
llieir injunctions shall extend to citizens of 
loreigu and iiulepeudent nations? Jiis 
exc. the minister of marine is suliiciently 
aware of ihe mtevi-st of the I luted Stale.* 
in tlie iuierpretation which shall he given 
to these Articles, and will readilyand just¬ 
ly ap’preciatethe motiv(‘S ol' the undersign- 
id, lu requesting that hi.s cxeelleuey's An¬ 
swer may be given as promptly as po.ssj- 
bfe. John Arm.s iiiONO. 

(Sixth Inclosure referred to in ISo. I.)— 
Dated Ikiris, 24111 Dec. 180b. 

Mr. Minister Plenipotentiary ; I hasten 
to answer the Xote you did me the honour 
I to address to me on the 20th of this nujiith. 

: 1 consider tlie Imjienal Di t rec of tin* 2i.st 
Nov. last, as, thus fur, conveying no luo- 
dificalion of the Kegulations at ])r<‘sent 
oh.served in France with regard to neutral 
navigators, nor consequently of the coii- 
feiHion of the .‘iOtlf Se])l. ISOO, with the 
L’nitccl States of America. But although, 
by thi.s Aii.sw’er, the four Questions upon 
which your exe. lias desired to know my 
opinion, bate b(*eii implicitly re.solvcd, 1 
lliink I (‘an add, 1st, That ihe Declaration 
expi(‘ssed hvMhe I si Alt. oj’tlie J>(“crcc of 
the 21,sl Nov. not at all clianging the pre- 
^seiit French luw.s concmating maritime 
captures, there is no reason lor (iKjuiring 
what intiu-pnotation or restri( ti»>n or ex¬ 
tension limy be given to this Artic le. 2d, 
That S( izures, contrary to tlie present Re¬ 
gulations ( onct'niing (’ruizing,sha'll not be 
allowed lo the captun rs. 3d, That an 
American vessel cannot he taken at sea for 
the mere rea.son that she i.s going to a port 
of England, or is relurnthg fronyme, be¬ 
cause, conformably with th() 7Th Art. of 
the said Decree, we arc limited in IVance 
nbt to admit vesseds corning from Faig- 
Iand or the English ( olonies. 4th, J hat 
the provisions of Articles 2d and 5\h of 
the .said Decree, naturally apply to ib- 
rcign citizens domiciliated in ITaiice 
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or in the countries occupied by the 
troop.s of his majesty the einp(!ror and 
king, inasmuch as they have the eliaractcr 
of a general law; but that it will be pro¬ 
per that your exc. should coniiiiunicale 
with the niiiii.ster of exterior relations as to 
what concerns tlie correspondence of the 
citizens of the United Stales with Eiudand. 

1 pray, &c. (Signed) Dkches —It will 
not escape gen. Armstrong that my An¬ 
swers cannot lia\e the developcment which 
they would receive from the minister of 
cxl('rior rt latioirs, and that it is naturally 
to him that he ought to addn-ss himself for 
these explanations, whic‘h 1 am very hapj)y 
to gi\e him, Ix'cause he wishes them, but 
upon w hich i lune much le.ss po.sitive iii- 
Ibnnation than the Prince of lleneveiitum. 

(Signed) ])rc:uEs. 

Xo. II.—IMessagt; from the Pre.sidentto 
the St'iiale and House (jf Ib'pn .senta- 
Inesof ihe^Unitcd States. Dee. 18, 
ISOT. 

Tlie ( umnuinleatioiis now made, *lunv- 
ing the great and incrca.sing dangers 
with uhieh our ves.sds, our s^'anien, and 
jneK'iKmdi'/e are threatened, on liu* high 
seas and el.si wlHM'e, from the iudligerents 
of Urn ope, and it being of the grcate.st im- 
poi tain t; ti* keep in safety these essential 
resources, J 4leem it my duty lo recom- 
nieiid tlie suhj<*ct to tlu‘ eoji'iideration of 
<’oMgi (\ss ; who will douhlh s? jieree.ve all 
the :*j 1\antages w’meh may be exported 
from an mhihhion of tlie dejiartuve of our 
vessels fnan the ports of the Tnlted State's.* 
Tlieir wisdom will also see ihe necessity 
of inahing »nery preparation for whatever 
events may grow out oflhe pri^.s^rit cri.sis, 

1 ask a return of the IcLlei^ of Messrs. 
Armstron rand Champagiiy, w liich it w ould 
be im;)roi>er to make public. * 

'Pit. JnrFErfisox. 

^^o. lil.—I'.xtrart of a Letter from the 
(irand .bidgt*, Mml.ster of Justice at 
Paris, to th*' Attorney (ieneral Ibr the 
Council of Prizi's there, daltid Paris, 
Sept. ISth, 1807. 

I have submitted to his majesty tlie cin- 
'peror and king the doubts raised by his 
exc. ibc minister of murine and colonies, 
on tin" e xtent of certain dispositions-of the 
imperial 4 lecTi?o-»<tf the 21st Nov. 180b, 
which has declared the British isles in a 
stale of blockade. The following are his 
inajesty^s intentions on the points in ques-* 
tion : May ve.ssels of war by virtue of the 
imperial decree of 2tst Nov. last, seize on 
board neutral vessels, either Engli,sh pro¬ 
perty, or even all merchandize proceeding 


from tile English inanulactories or terri- 
tor\ ?—Aii.sw cr. IIU majesty has intimat¬ 
ed that, U'l he did not think prope\;».,.t»^ ox- 
pri'^s anv <‘Xce'ptlon in lliit^ Decree, tjiere 
is no giound for making any in its execu¬ 
tion in 1 elation to any wiorn,soever, (a* 
l\'gard do ipii que ce pi'ut etre.) His 
nTajf;.''!}" l:as y }^tpom‘d a decision on the 
([’ic'-ition; wtu.rhcr anmd Flench vessels 
oughMo captme iKMiirai vessels bound to 
or inmj,].u:j):md,*e\ni wlnui diey have no 
Ihiglish merdiaudizc (/ii board. (Signed) 

iVLOMEiU 

(Sneoxn s.rT, ruiWEM’r:, Fcp. :>2.)' 

No. 1.— Dispvtcti tiom lord vnc. ITo^ 
wick to the bon, l>aMd II.>kuie, dat¬ 
ed Dow'nmg Street, 8 h .iau, 1807. 

Sir ; Your dis[)a;c b No. 1 amv miclng 
your arrival at Annapobs on h rim 
Avorf slaop ot \var,wa.s received iiere on the 
bth of T)(;c. and, t(»gether w ith Mr. ^ieary’g 
dispatches, which w'cre reca .vcd at the 
same time, ha.s been laid before the. king, 
ll is with great sal i.'ilaetion (hat 1 mtt>rrn you 
tliat tli(* Treaty of Aunty, Navigaaon, and 
('oinimu'cc, between tln.s rouiUry and the 
U. Siat(‘s, was signed on " i t nil. by lordij 
riollaml and Auckland on \ ic part of hi» 
mnj and by M.M. Monroe ami Pnikm^y 
on the part of their government.—Mr* 
Ihirvianc^’, .sicrelary to the Americam 
logtition iiere, wlio leaves London to-day,, 
is the be?,!'er of the 'iVeaty for ratification. 

I LU‘ve tiu' honour herewith to trairsniit ^ 
Copy of lliifi 'j'rcaty for your information; 
togetlier wuth a copy of a ivoie, delivered 
previous to the signature by the lords 
Holland and Auckland, ivl.itive to the 
complaints of the Canada o^i'rchants, on 
the subject of the r'^rimaLion of the du¬ 
ties on the inland trade, *in certain parts- 
of the U. States. The^cromidainls, v\ hi(.‘b 
twerc communicated by Mr. Merry in tlie 
early part of last year, but I’rom various- * 
circumstances postpoiu'd lor eon.siderotion,. 
certiiinlv tnust not be lo.st sight of by his 
majest y^s jtovernment, ayd every means will 
be taken to olilain redress for the removal 
of the inconvc'.niencc complained of.—I 
: transmit to you also the copy of anotlft^r 
; Note presented by their lordships to the 
I American commissioners previously to the 
signature of the Treaty, on the subject of 
the extraordinary Declarations and Orders 
of the French go^'crnmeni issued at Berlin 
on the Ibth Nov, lalt. This Note I umst 
recommend to yourkjjiyticular attention ; 
yyon will stale to twp!i.mcncan govern- 
mer^t, that his majesty relies vrith con- 
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fideac'C on their good sense and ^firm¬ 
ness in resisting pretensioiH, whicli, U’suf- 
feredV,t>, take eliect, must »)roT(‘ so des- 
trucyve to the commerce of all neutral 
ualioiis.—llis majesty has learnt, that the 
measures announced in the Decree have 
already in some instances been earried 
into execution by the privateers of the 
enemVj and there could be no doubt; that 
liLs maj. would have an indlsputablt' ripht 
to exercise a just retabaliou. Neutral 
nations cannot indeed expect that the king 
should sufier the commerce of his enemies 
to be carried on through them, whiUt they 
submit to the prohibition \^hich f ranco 
has decreed against the commi rcc of his 
majesty’s subjects.—But though this right 
of retaliation would unquestionably accrue 
to his maj. yet his maj. is unwilling, ex¬ 
cept in the last exiremity, to‘'have re- 
cour.se to mea.suro.s which ntust pn^ e .so 
distressing to all nations not engaged in the 
war against France.—His maj. vvith that 
forboavance and moderation v\ hich liave at 
all times distingni.shed his condiut, has 
determined for the present to conHne him¬ 
self to the exercise of the power given him 
by his decided naval superiority, in such 
manner only as authorized by tlie ac¬ 
knowledged privileges of the law of na¬ 
tions, and has issued an orde.r for prevent¬ 
ing all commen e from ))orL to port of his 
enemies, comprehending in thi.s ordt r, not 
only the ports of France, but f>l'.such 
nations as, either ill alliance with France 
or subject to her dominion, have by mea¬ 
sures of active ofleuce, or by the exclu- 
aioii of British .ships, taken a part in the 
presen! war.—His maj. feels an entire 
confidence, that the moderation and justice 
of this conduct will be duly apjjreciated 
by the Hnited Spates; and you will ex- 
piVss to that government, in the strongest 
terms, the regret his maj. has experiein ed^ 
in being thus compelled in his own de¬ 
fence, to act in a manner which must jirove 
in some degree embarras.sing l<* the com- 
irn rce of neutral i^ations; and *his majeb- 
ty’s sincere desire to avoid any stronger 
measures, to w’hich, however, if the injus- 
ti«e and aggression of his eiifcmie.s should 
not be resisted by those nations who.se 
rights and interests are invaded by so 
flagrant a violation of all public law, It 
may be ultimately ncce.ssary for the king to 
have recourse. I am, &c. Hovvick, 
No. IL_N*ote frofti Lords Holland and 
Auckland to Jjfcssienrs Monroe and 
: , Pinkney. i|pcl London Dec. 3J, 

ff'' im» 


The imdor.rignod, Henry Rd. Vassal 
lord Holland, and Wm. lord Auckland,' 
plcnipotciitiarie.s of his Britannic nuij. have 
the honour to inform J, Monroe and Wm. 
Pinkney, commissioners extra(;rdinary and 
pleiiipotentianesofthe Uniti d Stales of and 
America, tliat they are now icaily to pro¬ 
ceed to the signature of the 'IVeaty of 
Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, on tin; 
Articles of Avhicli they liave mutually 
agieed. But at the .same time they ha\e 
it in command from his niaj. to call the 
attention of the co}nmissioners of the L. 
States to some cxtraordiiuirs proceedings 
w'liieh have lately taken place on the (on- 
tinent of Europe, and to i onnnimieate to 
them ofiicially the seutinuuUs f»f his iTiaj.’s 
government th(*reupOn.—The jiroccediiigs 
alluded to arf? certain Declarations ami 
Orders of the French goreriiincnt, issmd 
at Berlin on the l?lst of Nov. last. In 
these Orders the French government sei ks 
to justify or palliate its owttunju4 prt ten- 
sions,«by imputing to (k Britain, pnncijiles 
xVliieh .she never jirofessed and pvactir(*s 
which never existed.—Ilis majesty ac¬ 
cused of a systematic and general disre¬ 
gard of the law of nations, recognized by 
civilized .states, and mor<‘. particularly of 
an unwarrantable extenvion of the right of 
blockade; whereas ins maj. ina}' confi¬ 
dently appeal to the world on lies uniform 
respect for lu utral riglits, and his gemaal 
and scrupulous udlicreme to the law of 
nations, without eondisc’endlng to ( oiCrast 
•his conduct in tlic.^e particulars with tliat 
of his enemy; and with regard to the 
only specific charge, if is notoi ions tliat lie 
lias never declared any ports to bi* in 
a state of bhickade without allotting to 
that object a force Mudicifent to make ihe 
entrance into them manifestly <lang(i- 
ous.-j-By such allegations, uni’ounded as 
they are, the enemy attempts to juslily 
his pretensions of confiscating as lawful 
prize all produce, oi iiiuglish industry or 
manufaoturc, ihongli it be the property cd' 
neutrals; excluding from his harbours 
every neutral vessel whieli has Kmciied at 
any portof iVismaje.sty’s dominions, tiiough 
employed in an innocent commerce ; and 
of declaring (L Britain to be in'a .state of 
blockade though his ports ;uid ilrscn.ds 
arc actually blockaded, and Bb is unaljle 
to station any naval force w hatever belbre 
•any ports the United Kingdom.—Such 
principles are In thcunselvcs extravagant 
and repugnant to the law of nations; and 
the pretcasion foundeiJ on them, though 
nrofcsscdlv directed solely afrauist Bri- 
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tain, tend to alter the practice of war 
among civilized nations, and utterly to 
subvert the right and independence of 
neutral powers.—The undersigned can¬ 
not, therefore, believe, that the enemy will 
ever seriously attempt to enforce such a 
system. If he siiould, they are confident, 
that the good sense of the Ainei ican go¬ 
vernment will perceive the fatal conse- 
ijuences of such pretensions to neutral 
commerce, and that its ^spirit and regard to 
national honour will prevent its acqui¬ 
escence in such palpable violations of its 
rights and injurious encroachments of its 
interests.—If, however, the enemy should 
carry these threats into execution, and if 
neutral nations should, contrary to all ex¬ 
pectation, acquiesce in such usurpations, 
ins maj. might probably be compelled, 
however reluctantly, to retaliate in his 
just defence, and to adopt in regard to the 
commerce of neutral nations with his ene¬ 
mies, the same measures which th(»se na¬ 
tions shall have f)ermitted to be enforced 
against their commerce with his subjeuts. 
The commissioners of the United States 
will therefore feel, that at a moment when 
his maj. and all neutral nations are threat¬ 
ened with such an extension of the belli¬ 
gerent pretensions of his enemies, he can¬ 
not enter into the stipulations of the 
present Treaty without an expUuiation 
from the United States of their iuLentioris, 
or a reservation on the part of his maj. in 
the case above-mentioned, if it should 
ever occur.—The undersigned, considering 
that the distance of the American goverii- 
ineut renders any immediate explanation 
on this subject impossible, and animated 
by a desire of forw^arding the beneficial 
work in which they are engaged, are au- 
ihorized by his majesty to conclude the 
Treaty without delay. They proceed to 
the signature under the full pewuasion 
that, befiire the Treaty shall be returnee^ 
from America, with the ratification of the 
United States, the enemy will either have 
formally abandoned or tacitly relinquished 
his unjust pretensions, or that the govern¬ 
ment of the United States, ^y its conduct 
or assurances, will have given security to 
his majthat it wdll not submit to such in¬ 
novations in the established system of ma^ 
ritime the undersigned have 

presented this Note from an anxious wish 
that it should be clearly understood on 
both sides, that, without such abandon- 
i>ient of bis pretensions on. the part of the 
enemy, or assurances of such conduct on 
the p^*t of the Udited States* his maj. will 

Voi.. X. 


not consider himself bound by ,the present 
signature of his commissioners to ratify the 
Treaty, or precluded from adofit'*;^ such 
measures as may seem necessary for coun¬ 
teracting the designs of tlie enemy.—^I'he 
undersigned caniiot conclude, without ex¬ 
pressing their satisfaction at the prospect 
of accomjilishiug an object so important ' 
to tjic interests and friendly connection of 
both nations, and their just sense of the 
conciliatory disj»osition manifested by the 
commissioners of the United States, during 
the whole course of the negociation. 

Vassal Holland. Auckland. 

No. III.—Exlra<‘t ol' a Dispatch from 
the hon. David Ei-.skine to lord vise. 
Howdek, dated Walshington, March 
30th, 1807. 

In compliance with your lordship’s In- 
structiorvs, 1 communicated to this govern- 
meut majesty’s view's relative to the 
French Decree of the 21st Nov. 1806, as; 
detailed in your dispatch to me of the 8th 
January last; and received the Answer 
wliich I have now the honour to inclose. 

(Inclosure referred to in No. III.)—To 
the hOn. David Erskine, &c. Dated 
Department of State, 20th March 
_ 1807. 

Sir ; 1 have laid before the president 
your Letter of the 12th uist. communicat¬ 
ing the view's of his liritannic maj. in re¬ 
lation to the French Decree of Nov. 21.st, 
1806, and to the principle of retaliation, 
through* the commerce of neutrals w ho 
may submit to the operation of that De¬ 
cree ; as also the measure actually taken, 
ot prohibiting all neutral commerce from 
port to port of iiis enemies, not#.)ulythe 
ports of France, but tlmse of such other 
nations, as, either in alliance •w ith France, 
or subject to her domin*ion, have by mea¬ 
sures of active offence, or by the exclusion 
of British ships, takAi a part in the pre¬ 
sent w ar.—The president cannot be insen¬ 
sible, sir, to the friendship and confidence 
towards the United Stales which are sig¬ 
nified by his Britannic maj. in this com¬ 
munication.—In makijiig this acknowledg¬ 
ment," however, the president considers it 
not less incumbent on him to reserve for 
a state of things which it is hoped will 
never occur, the right of discussing the 
legality of any particular measures, to 
which resort may be had, on a ground of 
retaliation; at this time, it would suffice 
to observe that it remains to be more iuUy 
ascertained in what sense the decree in 
question will be explained, and to what 
•extent it will be carried into execution, 

•2 0 • 
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, awd con.'^cquently whether in any case the 
United Strtes can he involved in questions 
concfctv^iing measures of retaliation, sup¬ 
posed to* accrue lo one heiligerent from 
such h [)roc(‘e«Jiifir, by another.—Hut it is 
worthy the jiistice and liberty of the Bri¬ 
tish i»o'enaiHUl lo recollect, that, within 
the perioil of those great events which 
continue to agitate JwirojX', instanc es have 
oecuriTd, in w hieh the eonniu r(.e of neu¬ 
tral nations,unore esj;eeial)y of the L nitric! 
States, has experienced the severeitt dis¬ 
tresses from its own orders and measures, 
manifestly uiuuUborized by the law ol 
nations. Tlie respnet which the I’nltcci 
States o\ve to their neutral rights and the 
intereststhey ii:r\ e inm.Vmtatning them,w ill 
alw^ays he suflicient ])ledges, that no cul¬ 
pable arquiesceiKc' on their ]rart wdl icn- 
*>dcr them aeccssaiy lo the pro< r<;({lngs of 
one hc'lligerent nation, through il.cg iiglits 
qf neutrals, agaiiiht thc‘ conimerc e of its 
Adversary.—^^'^th I'egard to ilie particular 
order issued a' 4 ain^t the :i\ tie of neutrals 
from onc» port lo another of the enemies of 
L’reat Britain,'no tier ohjeetion can lie 
against il, provided it iu* fcuinded on and 
enforc ed by actual hi a Lades, as autho¬ 
rized by the law’ of niVions. if, on tlie 
other hr lid, the cjrder lias rtdcrc nee not to 
«ueh a hiockade, Imt (o a Mippo^ed il|t*gii- 
lity of the lu iitral trade from one toanotlur 
of the d(S(rih<.(l ptu'ts, the n riiark is ob¬ 
vious, th.it, on that sv'pposil (Oil, lhc‘ order 
is sujicriluous, the trade be .ng as iitterclict- 
ed by the law of nations, lialilc at all times, 
without tiny' <ueh oid< r, to the ctqUuro of 
British cniucrs and the cunch nniarion of 
British cjjiirts ; and if luU interdicted tis 
inch by the law of nations, il cannot 
otherwise hegmacle illegal, than hy* a legal 
blockade ot‘ the pc^'ts cun)[)rehended in the 
order. This inference is applicable even 
' to tlie case of a re iUftd trade hetween the 
ports of France herself, since it is not a 
principle of the acknowledged law of na¬ 
tions, that neutrals may not trade from 
one to another port of the same helligerent 
nation ; and i{ woiiJd he an innovation on 
that now uol before attempted, to extend 
the priiKi|dc; U) a neutral trade between 
polls of dihert lit countries, confessedly 
o^eii in limes of pi ace as well as of war.— 
It tFie British order refers for its basis, to 
the principle of rKaliaiion against the 
Ireiijch decree, it talk' under the observa- 
already made on that subject, and 
jpdeh need not be repeated. 1 have, &c. 

^ James Madison. 

f IV.—Diiijiatch from the hou. David 

W . • 


Erskino to lord vise. Howick, dated 
Washington, .31st March, 1807. 

My l.ord ; After 1 had closed the pre¬ 
ceding iiuiiibtr of my dispatches which 
accompany this, I received another letter 
from Mr. Madison, in answer to the eom- 
niunications, which, in obedience to your 
Iordshii»^s orders, 1 made to this govern¬ 
ment, ol' his majesty’s views relative to 
the Freneh decree of Idoi kade of the ‘21st 
of jSovember last, anil his maji'sty's prohi¬ 
bitory orders against the neutral tratle 
from port to pint of his cnemii'S. As I 
conceived it would he most jnudeiit to 
wall I'or \ our lonhhlp’s instrui timis, 1 did 
not send any reply to the letter, hut have 
now tilt* honour to iiulose il to your loril- 
>!iip. 1 have, jkv. J). M. Iuiskim:. 

{inclosurt* rt lerit tl to in No. IV.)—lo 
tlie htm. David Ki>kine, dated Depait- 
nient of State, ‘idth Man h 1807. 

Sir ; Further reih'ctitai on ihe tenor and 
tendency of tin* order of his Britannic 
inajesly, cominunlcated by your letter ot 
thv IdtTi instant, vvhii h was answered by 
mi IK* of tlie 'jOlli, induces me to resaiue 
t!>at impoi’tant subject.—From the ihlli- 
( ulty ol supposing that the onler can liave 
tor its basis either a leccd blockade, im¬ 
possible to he extended to all tlie pan'ts 
desi'vibed in tin* order, or a supposed ille- 
i^aiity ol'llie trade hetween those ports, an 
illegality wbi( h ba^ never he(‘n a]j|)lied by 
the Bnli^h government or its admiralty 
courts, to use lua ustoined trade even he- 
tpeen ports of a hciiigi'renl nation, and is 
utterly'^at ^'arkuire with the condiU't ot 
hotb, in rei’erenre to a trade between a 
belligeient nalion and its allies; a neoes- 
sitv seems to result of ascribing the order 
lo thi* poiuy of countervailing through tlie 
commerce of neutrals, th<‘Vrt‘nch dcf ree 
of tile of Nov. last.—In this view’ of 
the or(k*r, it demands, on the part of the 
dJnited States, the most serious attention 
both to its jirinciple and to its operation.— 
With respect to its princijile, it will not 
be coiitesfed, tliat a retaliation by one 
nation on its enemy, which is to operate 
through the interest of a nation not its 
enemy, e.ssentialiy requires, not only that 
the injury inflicted should be liniited by 
the measure of injur}^ sustained, but. that 
every retaliating step in should 

be preeech d by an unreasonable failure ot 
the neutral party, in some mode or cither 
to* put an end to the inequ'dlity wrongfully 
produc'ed. Were it certain, therefore, 
that the French decree is to be enforced 
in the sense ia which itts taken^ and that. 
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in violation oF the treaty ]>etMccii IVance 
nihl the I'nited Staw s, ihi; coininerco of 
the hitter \\ill not he exeiuj’-tecl; the 
P-rirish order l)ein/ pf^’i‘ui;)tory di iis Im- 
iJort and immediate in its (‘NeenIioji^ 
j'lslly be re-^^ardc'c! by the h'mled StaU's as 
a pro^ eedijj;*- efjn;dl\ prenntuie anrl un- 
friernily. in the nnrertainty ^e. to the 

real ue-aning oi tliat decree, and whilst a 
presuioj^iion olllrcd it .ell’, that tlie deeree, 
it av<>v\ed and I'xectiled in an nnlavvl'ul 
extCMit, iniylii- not emlirare the eoniuieree 
of the Ihiited Ntah's; tlu^y are hound liy 
justirt' to tluar mler»*..t:s a*; VM’il as by rc‘- 
sjjeet l(H' tlicir riejbs, to eonsuiia* the ihd- 
tlsh oi del ;is a L»r(«uiul tor m ‘1 ions complaint 
and remonst; am e. Should it )»ro\e iliai 
th<‘ fk‘('ree had not the me.miiii;' as( ribid 
to it, and pai'tieularly, should the n'-pi'ct 
of iTum e lor her treatii*s witli tile Tnited 
States, exe(‘pt their tr.ide from tlu‘ opera¬ 
tion ot'thi' decree, the ordi'rot'the British 
m*veimnent will stand ex[)osed to still 
se\ erer eoinments. It will t«d<e lln‘ cha¬ 
rm ler of an original aL'i’ression, wMl fijr- 
nish to the Frcm li ^■o^ermnent a like 
yronnd with that assumed by itself, for rc- 
taliatini' ineasiirt's, and w ill dmave a very 
uafavoiirabh* feature from the considera¬ 
tion tint it was a jialpabh* infraction of a 
treatv hist signed on the partoftlu^ British 
government, and expe*'ted, at the dale of 
the order, to he speedily rat died on the 
part of the United Slates.—Idle necessity 
of presenting the sulfjert in its true light, 
is sirengtheiu'd by tlu; ojieration whieli 
the British order will have on a vast ^no*- 
portion of the entire eonimerce of the 
United States, not to dwell on the carrying 
branch of the commerce between the 
ports and countries of Europe, and which 
the immunity givcMi by our flag, in conse- 
cpience of treaties with the enemies* of 
Ct. Britain, to British properly, iMid not 
enjoyed by the projierty of her enemies,% 
has hitherto been advantageous to (b Bri¬ 
tain ; and without inquiping into the effect 
of an application of the iiiteriftct to the 
other quarters of the globe, all of which 
are evidently within the comprehensive 
terms of the order, it cannol be overlooked, 
Uiat the character and course of nearly 
the whole of the American commerce with 
the porte d' E o f bjie, other than of (Jreat 
Britain, will fall under the destructive 
operation of the order ; it is well known 
that the cargoes exported from the United 
States frequently require that they may 
be disposed of partly at one market and 
partly at anothef* The return cargoes 
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are still more frequently colIectciJ at dif- 
fercuC jiorts, and not un(i'»*'jueutly at poris 
difUrent fn>m those receiving the ou^lwaivl 
cargoes.—In Mils cu’cnhous v.'VMgv*; gcui'- 
rally (.onsisring of s \e.ifl links, tl>« in¬ 
terest ot the undertakers inatcnally re- 
quints also, either a trade or a freightage 
hetUeen the [larls visited in the ( ireuit. 
To restrain the vessels of tlio United Slates, 
therefore, from this legitimate am! iX'cus- 
to*mary mode of trading with the conti¬ 
nent of JMirope, as is eouU*m[>lar‘ d by the 
order, and to eonqxi them on one. inuid, to 
dispose of the w hole of their cargoes at it 
port whl( h may want but a and on 

the other ham!, to si ck tiic wimlt of their 
returns at the same port, wlm b may fur- 
nisli but a ]uirt, or perliaps no jiart of the 
articles wanted, would he a [iroceevliug as 
ruinous to our commerco as contrary to 
our essentic^i liglits.—"I'hese observaiions, 
winch *aro made in conformity with the 
senlimeiits of the jiresideiil, caiinol fail, 
sir, to have all the weight with an en¬ 
lightened and friendly govcniment to 
winch they arc entitled, and the president 
persuad(‘s Inmseli, that the good eflect of 
iruth.s wiiich they disclnso, w'ill be seen 
in stuii measures as will remove all grounds 
lor dissatisfaction, and demonstrate on 
that side, the same sincere dlspa-sition to 
cultivale harmony and beiuiicial inter- 
eourso, as is hit and evinced by the 
Uniied States and their government. I 
have, Jamks Madison. 


Third set or Papers, prp:senied Feb. 22 . 

No. I. —Note from Messrs. Monroe 
and Pinkney to Mr. Secretary (.'ali¬ 
ning, dated London, 12 Bh July 1807. 

The undersigned, commis-yoners extra¬ 
ordinary and plenipotentiary of the U. 
States of America, have* the honour to in¬ 
form Mr. Canning, Uiat they are instrifct- 
ed by the pre.sident of the United States 
to propose to his majesty's government a * 
renew^al of negotiation relative to the ob¬ 
jects of *1110 mission of the undersigned, 
with a v^w to a moiy) satisfactory result 
than is fouml in the Instrument signed on 
the 31st of Dec. last, by his majesty's 
plenipotentiaries, and those of the United 
States.—^'Fhe undersigned are persuaded 
that his majesty's government will see in 
this measure, an unquestionable proof of 
the sincere desire of the president to place 
the friendly relations of tlie two countries 
beyond the reach of those mis unde rstund- 
ings which either the absence or the inade- ’ 
•quacy*of precise arrangements yn subjects - 
O 2 , ‘ 
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of the greatest (Jelicncy and importance 
might from time to time oocasion.-.-It is 
under the influence of this solicitude, that 
the prV«dent/has charged the undersigned 
to e^f)ress to hjs majesty\s government, 
his unfeigned regret iha^t the Instrument 
above-mentioned does not appear to him 
to he such as he can approve, and at the 
same time to declare his entire* confidence 
that the just and liberal sentiments which 
animate his jmajesly’s government, eorreg- 
ponding with those whicSi belong .to the 
government of the United States, camiot 
rail to lead, without delay or difficulty, to 
such an issue of the negotiation which is 
now proposed, as shall he suited in all 
respects, to the rights and interests of both 
nations, and therefore calculated to insure 
a long continuance of the friendship wdiich 
so happily subsists between them.—The 
undersigned have already had thd honour 
to present to Mr. Canning a Paf>er, which, 
taken in connection u ith a Project on the 
subject of Impressment, and another on 
the subject of certain Claims to Compen¬ 
sation by American citizens, presented by 
thp undersigned at the same time, wdll be 
found to exhibit a complcat view of the 
Alterations which the Instrument above- 
menlioncd is deemed by the president to 
require. They forbear to trouble Mr. 
Canning with a recapitulation of the de¬ 
tails whbh tlicse Papers contain; but 
there are some Explanations upon the to¬ 
pics of Imprt'ssinent and Cornp^isaiion 
which they do not furnish, and which it is 
therefore incumbent upon the undersigned 
to avail thein.'.elvcs of this occasion to give. 
-—It was ono of the primary objects of the 
mission bf the undersigned to adjust with 
his majesty^s government a formal and 
explicit arrangement relative to a practice 
by British shif)vS ol'*war, which has excited 
in a* very great degree the sensibility of 
the American people, and claimed the 
anxious attention of their government. 
The practice alluded to, is that of visiting 
on the main ocean the merchant vessels of 
the United States, navigable under the 
American flag, for tfie purpose of subject¬ 
ing their crews to a hasty and hunuJiaiing 
inquisition, and impressing as British sea¬ 
men such of the mariners, as upon that in- 
q^uisition the visiting officer declares to be 
The effect of this practice is, that the 
•flag of an inde^endant power is dishonour¬ 
ed, ani one of the most essential rights of 
^^iM^ixngnty violated ; that American 
as, either mistaken for British sub-, 
br assumed to be such witbo\^ in- 
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quiry, are forced Avm the quiet pursujl 
a lawful coniinerce into the severe and 
dangerous service of a foreign military 
navy, to expose their lives in fighting 
against those with wEom their country is 
at peace; and that the merchant vessels of 
the United States arc frequently thus strip¬ 
ped of so large a portion of their hands, 
before their voyages have been perform¬ 
ed, as to bring into the most imminent 
peril, and sometimes to produce the ac¬ 
tual loss of the vessels, their cargoes, and 
their remaining crews. It cannot be 
thought surprising that a practice like this 
should act with peculiar Ibrco upon the 
feelings of those w hom it oppresses, and 
that the sensation should extend itself to 
their countrymen and their government.— 
The government of the Umted States has 
accordingly made this pretension the sub¬ 
ject of frequent discussion with G. Britain, 
and w hen an extraordinary mis.sion to his 
maje.sty’s government was last year deter¬ 
mined on, it w as one of the Instructions to 
the un^lersigned, to whom the duties of 
that mission were confided, to make no 
treaty wEicli should not provide, for that 
object. In the first stages of the negotia¬ 
tion, which followed that mission, the un¬ 
dersigned were led to indulge a confident 
expectation that such a provision should 
be obtained. Alt length however the re¬ 
jection by his majesty’s government of a 
project of an article on this point, which, 
without touching the question of right, 
offered, on the part of the United {States 
afi effectual equivalent for the mere for¬ 
bearance of the practice, having extin¬ 
guished all hope of an imme<iiate adjust¬ 
ment of this subject by treaty, the under¬ 
signed felt that they were called upon by 
candour as well as by their* duty to their 
government, to inform the British com¬ 
missioners, that the project relative to 
pnpressment having tailed, they had no 
power to conclude a Treaty upon the 
other points which had been discussed 
between them, so as to bind the govern¬ 
ment of the United States. The under¬ 
signed did accordingly give th«»m this in¬ 
formation in the most explicit terms, md 
the negotiation was in consequence/or a 
short time suspended. It was soon aflev- 
wards, however, suggested^y b'sjpgijesty’s 
commissioners, that, if this topic should 
be expressly reserved for futmre conven- 
tkwl arrangements, and a pledge given 
to the United States for resuuaing con¬ 
sideration of it at a coiwen^nlt season with 
Lthak view, aod if» in th^nieeft tuiie, meh 


tf 
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an informal understanding should be sub¬ 
stituted, as in its practical effect would re¬ 
move the vexation complained of, it might 
perhaps be yet possible to conduct the 
negotiation to a result which would not be 
imacceptable to the respective govern¬ 
ments ; and in pursuance of this sugges¬ 
tion the British commissioners presented 
to the undersigned on the 8th of Nov. 
last, the official Note, of which a copy is 
herewith enclosed. Tlieundersigned trans¬ 
mitted to their government, for its consi¬ 
deration, a copy of this Note, together 
with a statement of the circumstances 
connected with it, and, without giving it 
their sanction, agreed in the mean time to 
concur with the British commissioners, as 
they w ere invited to do, in an effort to ad¬ 
just the stipulations of a Treaty upon the 
remaining objects of their mission, and to 
leave the effect of what should be adjusted 
to their government.—It appears tliat the 
president of the United States considers 
this collateral proceeding uppn a con¬ 
cern of such paramount importanc*e, 
unsuitable to the nature of it, as well in 
the mode as in its terms. In this opinion 
the president does but continue to respect 
the considerations which heretofore indu¬ 
ced him to believe that an arrangement 
upon this point ought tostipulate with 
precision against the practiil in question, 
and that the manner of it would properly 
be that which should be chosen for the 
arrangement of the other points of discus¬ 
sion ; and in the Instructions which, in 
conibniiity with that opinion, he has ndw 
given to the undersigned, he does but 
manifest his reliance upon the spirit of 
justice and amity, which he is assured his 
majesty's government will bring to the 
renewed consideration of a subject so 
interesting to the rights and feelings of a 
friendly nation, for such an adjustment of 
this, as well as of every other question be¬ 
longing to the relations of the two coun¬ 
tries, as shall coniirm their dispositions to 
mutual kindness, and promote the* happi¬ 
ness and prosperity of both.—^I'he subject 
of Compensation will perhaps be suf- 
•ftciently explained by the inclosed co¬ 
pies of two Notes from the undersigned 
to lord Holland and lord Auckland and 
to lord HoMsioks— It will appear from 
the last of these Notes, that this sub¬ 
ject, for which the projected Treaty did 
not provide, was not to be affected by it; 
but on the contrary, that the rights of the 
United States and the Clahns of therr citi¬ 
zens were understoett to be reserved for 


future adjustment, as compleatly as if no¬ 
treaty had been made ; and it will occur 
fo Mr. Canning, that the project of^an - Ar¬ 
ticle on this point, which they bad the ho¬ 
nour to leave with him at tJ5eir late inter¬ 
view, is in the spirit of that understand¬ 
ing, and is besides so entirely free from 
objection, that no motive is likely to exist 
against the adoption of it.—^There is ano¬ 
ther subject, to which the undersigned 
have the orders ofj the president to invite 
the attention of his majesty’s government, 
as affecting materially, and giving a new 
and uitexpected character to the proposed 
Treaty. They allude to the WTitten De¬ 
claration relative to the French Decree of 
the 21st of Nov. last, by which his majes¬ 
ty’s plenipotentiaries accompanied their 
signature of the Treaty; a Declaration, 
w hich, in actual form, creates imneces- 
sary qmbarrai;sments iii the way of an 
acceptance of treaty by the United 
States.—The undersigned persuade them¬ 
selves, that as this proceeding, to which 
no sanction was given on their part, im¬ 
posed on the United States no new' obli¬ 
gation, and could only be intended to de¬ 
clare that, in signing or ratifying the 
Treaty, it was understood by G, Britain 
that nothing contained in it would be a 
bar to any measure w hich, if no such 
treaty had been signed, would be lawful as 
a measure of retaliation against her ene¬ 
my, and as the occasion which produced 
it does not now appear to exist as then 
supposed, it will nut be thought that any 
thing is sacrificed by withdraw ing it as un¬ 
necessary.—The undersigned, 8lc. 

James Monroe, Wjllum Pinknev. 

(First Inclosnre referred to in No 1.)— 
Copy of the Treaty of Amity, Com¬ 
merce, AND NwiGATf^N, botwTen his 
majesty and the United States o/ 
America, concluded and signed on 
* the 31st Dec. 1806, by the right hon. 
Henry Rd. Vassal lord liollan<U on® 
of his majesty’s privy council and 
lord teeper of his majesty’s privy- 
seal, and Wm. lord ‘Auckland one of 
his majestyprivy council, ^d pre¬ 
sident of the committee of council 
for all matters of trade and foreign 
plantations, plenipotentiaries on the 
part of his Britannick niajestjr; and 
James Monroe and Wni. Pinkney,, 
commissioners extraordinary and rai- 
. nistm plenipotentiary on the part of 
the United States. 

His Britannic majesty, and the United 
States of^Ajnerica, being equally desiroua 
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to promote and perpetuate the good un- 
derstaniling and friendship which h’appily 
subsist {^etv^een the subjects of the united 
kini^dom and the citizens of the United 
States, and for1;hat purpose to regulate* the 
commerce and navigadon between their 
respective countries, territories, ami peo¬ 
ple, On the basis of reciprocity and mutual 
convenience, have respeeftively named 
their plenipotentiaries, and have given to 
them full *[)Owers to mal^e and concludVi a 
Treaty of Amity, Navigation, anfl (V)in- 
nicrce ; that is to sny, his Britanniek ma¬ 
jesty has named for his plenipotentiaries 
Henry Rd Vassal lord Holland, one of his 
majestyprivy council and lord kcei)er of 
his majesty*s privy seal; and Win. hrd 
Auckland, one of his majesty’s privy coun¬ 
cil, and president of the eommiUei' of 
council for all matters of trade :md foveis>n 
plantations: And the Presides't of tlie^ L ni- 
tccl States, by and with the adviee of the 
Senate thereof, hath ap[minted for tln’ir 
plenipotentiaries .lames Monroe and Win. 
Pinkney, commissioners extraordinary and 
plenijtotentiaries; ^'ho, after linking ex¬ 
changed their resper tivc full power>, have 
agreed on the following Articles: 

Art. 1. There shall be alirm, inviolable 
and universal peace, and a true and sin¬ 
cere friendship belween his Britanniek 
majesty and the United States of America, 
and between their respective countries, 
territories, t ities, towns, and people, of 
every degree, \^ithmlt exception t>f persons 
or places. 

Art. 2. It is agreed, that the several Ar¬ 
ticles of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, 
and Navigation, between his mapisty and 
the United Stales, made at London on the 
Jpth of Nov. 17PL which have not expired, 
tior as yet had Uuiir full operation and ef¬ 
fect,fShall be confirmed in their best form, 
and in their full terfbur ; iind that the con¬ 
tracting parties will also from time to time< 
enter into friendly explanations on th(‘ 
subject of the said Articles, for tjie purpose 
of removing all such doubts as^ may arise 
or have arisen as Wj the true purport of the 
same, as well as for the purpose of render¬ 
ing the said Articles more conformable 
to their mutual washes and convenience. 

Art. 3. Ilis maj. agrees, that the Vessels 
belonging to the U. States of America [and 
sailing direct from the said States,(1)] shall 

Alterations proposed h the President of the 
IJnitea States. 

(1) Omit the words * and sailing direct 
E>m the ports of the said States/ j-. • 


m[51i 

be admitted and hospitably received in all 
the sea ports and harbours of the British 
dominions in the Last Indies ; and that the 
citizens of the said United States may 
freely carry on a trade [betw^een the said 
territories and the said United States, (2)] 
in all articles oi’which the importation or 
exportation respeetively to and from the 
said territories shall not be entirely jirolii- 
bited : Provided only, that it shall not he 
law fill for them, in any time ofvvar b(‘lw<‘en 
the Brili^di govornimuit and any [tower or 
state wdiatcver, to exjioit from the said 
t{‘rritori('s, wdlhout the s[)ecial permissinn 
oFthe British governnuuit there, any mili¬ 
tary stores, or na\ il stores, or ri('e. The 
eiliz(’iis of the I lilted States shall j ay for 
their vessels, when admitted into the said 
[jorts, no otlier or higlier toimaLTO than 
shall bf* payable on liUtish vesstds, ^^he^ 
admitted into the ports of the I'nited 
Stales ; and they shall pay no oilier or 
higher duties or charLjek, on the nnj>orta- 
lion or the exportation of the cargo(‘s of 
the said vesstds, than shall be payable on 
the Sdiiic articles when imjioned or ex- 
portral in British v<*ssels. But it is ex¬ 
pressly agri'ed, that the vessels oi'the Uni¬ 
ted States shall not carry any of the arti¬ 
cles exported by them irom liie said Bri¬ 
tish ti rrilories lA) any port or [)l‘cice, exci^jit 
to some port orplacc in America, whe re 
the same shall be unladen, (S) and such 
Regulations shall be adopted by both par¬ 
ties as shall from time to time be found 
^necessary to enforce the rlue and faithiid 
observance of this stipulation.—It is also 
understood, tliat the permission granted 
by this Article is not to extend to allow the 
vessels of the United Stat(\s to carry on 
any part of the coasting Jrade of the said 
British territories,(4-) but the vessels going 
out with their original cargoes or jiart 
tlleref)f from one port of discharge to ano¬ 
ther, are not to be considered as carrying on 
the coasting trade. Neither is this Arti- 


(2) (JTiiit the words * belween the said 
territories and the said United States,’ and 
insert ‘ with^he said territories,’—/(3) After 
the wwds ' w here the same shall be un¬ 
laden,’ insert ' or to some, port or place or 
ports or places in (>hina, or the Indian or 
other seas, beyond the Hope, 

from w hence the said vessels shall proceed 
as aforesaid to some port or place in Ame¬ 
rica, and there unlade their cargoes.’— 
(4) After the words * British territories,' 
insert ^ without the special permission of 
the British government/— 
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cle to ^e construed to allow the citizens of Art. V. It is agreed, that no o5ier or 
the said States to settle or reside within the higher'Dnties shall be paid by the ships or 
said territories, or to go into the interior merchandize of the one party4n the ports 
[)arts thereof, without the permission of of thc' other, Than such us are paid by tlnat 
the British Lmvcrnnient esUblishecl tlmve ; like vessels or nierchandia'ti of all ottier 


and if any transgressions should be at¬ 
tempted against the Regulations of tlie 
British government in this respeet, the ob- 
seivaiice ul tlie same sh.di and may be en¬ 
forced against the cilizuis oi* Aimu'ica in 
the same manner as against Hiitisli sub¬ 
jects or others Iransgre-fslng the same rule. 
And the citizens of tlui L'uited States, 
wiieiiever llic y arrive at any port or liar- 
Lour in till' said tei ritories, orif the}^ should 
be pennilti d in maimer aiuresaid, to go to 
any other ]dace iherein, shall always be 
mibject U) llu; laws, government, and juris- 
dictujii, of vvhatever nature, established in 
SLieli harbour, port, or place, accoriling as 
tile same may be. 'llio citizens of tlm 
United States, may al>o touch I’or refresh¬ 
ment at the Island of Saint Helena, (1) 
but siibjeet m all resjjectsto such Regula¬ 
tions as the British government may'froiv 
tiim* to time eNtablish there. 

Art. k 'J’here shall be between all the 
dominions of Ills majesty in Europe and 
the teiritories of the United States u reci¬ 
procal and perfect liberty of commerce 
and navigation. The people and inhabi¬ 
tants of the two countries re#])ccl I vely shall 
have liberty fret*ly and exclusively, and 
without hindrance andimdestution, to ctune 
with their shiyis and cargoes to the lands, 
countries, cities, ports, places, and rivers 
within the dominions and territories afote- 
said, it> enter into the same, to resort there, 
and to remain and reside there without 
any limitation of time ; also to hire and 
possess houses and warehouses for the pur¬ 
pose of their c(?mnierce ; and generally, 
the merchants and traders on each side 
shall enjoy tlie most compleat protaction 
and security for their commerce, but sub¬ 
ject always as to yvliat respects tliis Arti¬ 
cle, to the laws and statutes of the two 
countries respectively, (b) * 

(5) After the words " St, Jlclena,^ in¬ 
sert ' or at such other places as may be 
in the possession of Great Britain in the 
African or Asiatic seas.^—(6) At the end 
of the Ai’Ufd'^ -add And it is further 
agreed, that if any other trade in and 
with the said British territories in the 
East Indies than is hereby authorized* 
or any other or greater rights or advan¬ 
tages in respect thereof shall be granted 
or permitted to tin? citizens or subjects of 


iiatiuiis. Nor shall any other or higher 
duly he imposed in one country on the iin- 
poruilieii of any articles, the growth, pro¬ 
duce, or manui'aelure of the other, than 
are oi^sliall be payable on the importation 
of the like anil les, being of the growth, 
jjroducix or manufacture of any other fo- , 
reign country.(7)—Nor shall any prohi¬ 
bition be iinposed on tin* exj>ortatioii or 
impinlalion of any artiiles to or from the 
territories of the two jiarties re*.])ectively, 
vviin h shall not equally extend to all other 
nalion^. Ihit the British government re¬ 
serves to itself thc right of imposing on 
American vessels enlenng into British 
ports in I an ope a tonnage duty equal to 
that whicli sliall at any time be payable 
by British vessels in the porti? of Ameri¬ 
ca ; and the gf)vernment of the United 
Stales reserves to itself a right of imposing 
oil Hritidi vessels entering into the ports 
of the Uiiiti d Slates, a tonnage duty equal 
to that which shall at any time be payable 
by American vessels in the British port* 
in Juirope.—It is agreed, that in the trade 
of ilie two countries with each other,^' the 
same duties of exportation and importa¬ 
tion on all goods and ruereharidize, and al¬ 
so the same dr<i\vb«i;-ks and bounties, shall 
be paid and allowed in either country, 
wlietlier such importation or exjiorlalion 
shall be made iii British or Anieiicaii 
\e;»sels. 

Art. (). The high contracting parties 
not having been aliie to arrange at pre¬ 
sent, by treaty, any Commercial Inter¬ 
course between the territories of the 
United iStates and his majestyislands 
and ports in the \Ves4-ludios, agree that, 

I until that subject sliall be regulated in a 
satisfactory maniur, each of the parties 
shall remain in tlie conijilete possession 
of its rigifts, in rc.s])ect to such an inter¬ 
course. • • 

Art. 7. It shall be free for the high con- 

any European nation, the same shall be 
common to the citizens of the U. States.*— 
(7) At the end of the first Paragraph in¬ 
sert ‘ nor shall any higher duties or charges 
lie imposed in one country, on the expor¬ 
tation of any articles to the ports of the 
other, than such as ate payable on the ex¬ 
portation of the like articles to every other 
foreigrv country/— 
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toacM&g parties respectively to, appoint detained shall be allowed damages propor- 
^OQSuii for the protection of Trade; to re- tioned to the loss occasioned thereby, to- 
fid^ in the dominion and territories ^ore- gether with the costs and charges of the 
aaid; and the said consi/is shall enjoy trial. 

th(Vie liberties<and rights which belong to Art. Q. In order to regulate what is in 
them by reason of their function; but future to be esteemed contraband of war, 


before any consul shall act as such, he 
shall be in the usual forms approved and 
admitted by the party to whom he is sent; 
And it is Hereby declared to be lawful 
and proper^ that in case of illegal or<im- 
proper conduct towards* the laws- or go¬ 
vernment, a consul may cither be pu¬ 
nished according to law, if the laws will 
reach the case, or be dismissed, or even 
sent back, the offended government assign¬ 
ing to the other the reasons for the same. 
^Either of the parties may except from 
the residence of consuls, such particular 
places as such party shall judge proper to 
be excepted (8). 

Art. 8. It is agreed, that in all cases 
where Vessels shall be captured or detain¬ 
ed [on juat suspicion of having on hoard 
eaemy^s property, or of carrying to the 
^iwmy any of the articles which are con¬ 
traband of war (9)] or for [other (10)] 
lawful cause, the said vessel shall be 
brought to the itearest or most convenient 
port; [and if any property of an enemy 
shguld he found on board such vessel (11) ] 
that part only which [belongs to the ene¬ 
my or (1 ^2)] is [otherwise (13)] confiscable, 
shall ba^ made prize, and the vessel, unless 
by law subject to condemnation, shall 
be at liberty to proceed vrith the remain¬ 
der of the cargo, without any impediment. 
And it is agreed, that all proper measures 
shall be taken te prevent delay in decid¬ 
ing easier of ships and cargoes so 
brought in^for adjudication, and in the 
payment or recovery of any indemnifica¬ 
tion adjudged Oif agreed to be paid to the 
toasters or owners «of such ships.—It is 
gli^ agreed, that in all case.s of unfound-r 
ad detention, or olher contravention of the 
Regulations stipulated by the present Trea¬ 
ty, the ownecs of the vessel aufi cargo so 

- .. . — i,,.—- -- i _ 

•i 

Propose to strike out the last Para- 
grapiL.<»={9} Omit the words ' on just sus- 
ptciou of having on boated enemy^s pro¬ 
perty, ur of carrying to, the enemy any 
articles which are contraband of 
Wai?/-T-r(lQ) Omit the word 'other,' and 
tub«»titute' al^^y.'-T-(l 1) Qmitthe words ' if 
my propmty c( an enemy should be found 
Oil board, such we$feL'~r.(12) Omit the 

B wds ' ta the enemy, or.' 

Omit the word' otherwiae-'-*^ « 


it is agreed that under the said denomina¬ 
tion shall be comprized all arms and im¬ 
plements .serving for the purposes of 
war by land or by sea, such as cannon, 
musquets, mortars, petards, bombs, greiia- 
does, carcasses, carriages for cannon, mus- 
quet rests, bandoliers, gunpowder, match, 
saltpetre, ball, pikes, swords, head pieces, 
cuirasses, halberts, lances, javelins, horse- 
furniture, holsters, belts, and generally all 
other implements of w'ar; as also timber 
for ship building, copper in sheets, sail 
cloth, hemp, and cordage, and in general 
(with the exception of unwrought iron and 
fir planks; and also w'ilh the exception of 
tar and pilch (1 4), w hen not going to a 
port of naval equipment, in which case 
they shall be entitled to pre-emption) 
Vi^hatSver may directly to the equip¬ 
ment of vessels; and all the above arti¬ 
cles are hereby declared to be just objects 
of confiscation, whenever they are attempt¬ 
ed to be carried to an enemy ; but no ves¬ 
sel shall be detained on pretence of carry¬ 
ing contraband of war, unless some of the 
above-mention‘fed articles not excepted, 
are found on board of the said vessel at 
the time it is searched. 

Art. 10. Whereas in consider;ition of 
the distance, and other circumstances iiici- 
deht to the situation of the high contracting 
parties, it may frequently happen that ves¬ 
sels may sail for a port or place belonging 
to an enemy, without knowing that the 
same is either besieged, blockaded, or in¬ 
vested, it is agreed, that every vessel so 
circumstanced, may be turned away from 
such port or place, but she shall not be de¬ 
tained, nor her cargo, if not contraband, be 
confiscated, unless after such notice she 
shall again attempt to enter; but she shall 
be permitted to go to any other port or 
place she may think proper; nor shall any 
vessel or gu^ds of either party, that may 
have entered into such port or place be¬ 
fore the same was besieged, blockaded, or 
invested by the other, and be founds there¬ 
in after the reduction or swMOnksr of such 
place, be liable to confiscation, but shall 
be restored to the owners or proprietors 

(14) After the words ‘Ur and pitch/ 
add ' turpeniiae and ittain/— 
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thereof (IS).—Neither of the parties when 
at war, shall, during the continuance of 
the Treaty, take from on board the vessels 
of the other, the subjects of the opposite 
belligerent, unless they be in the actual 
employment of such belligerent 

Art. 11. Whereas differences have aris¬ 
en concerning the trading with the colo¬ 
nies of his mvijesty’s enemies, and the in¬ 
structions given by his majesty to his 
cTuizers in regard thereto; it is agreed, 
that, [during the present hostilities (Id),] 
all articles of the growth, produce, and 
manufacture of Europe (17), not being 
contraband of war, may be freely carried 
, from the United States to the port of any 
colony not blockaded, belonging to his 
majesty's enemies.—Provided such goods 
shall previously have been entered and 
landed in the United States, and shall 
have paid the ordinary duties on such arti¬ 
cles so imported for home consumption, and 
on re-exportation shall after the drawback 
remain subject to a duty equivalent to not 
less than one per cent, ad volorera, and 
that the said goods and the vessel convejp^- 
ing the same, shall from the time of their 
clearance from the American port, be bond 
fide the property of citizens and inhabi¬ 
tants of the United States: And in like 
manner, that all articles not being contra¬ 
band of war, and being the growth and 
produce of the enemy's colonies, may be 
bro\ight to the United States, and after 
having been there landed, may be freely 
called from thence to any port of Europe 
(18) not blockaded, provided such goodi 
shall previously have been entered and 
landed in the said United States, and shall 
have paid (19) the ordinary duties on co¬ 
lonial articles so imported for home con¬ 
sumption, and * on re-exportation shall, 
after the draw-back, remain subject to a 
^uty eijuivalent to not less than 2 per cent, 
ad valorem; and provided that the said 
goods and the vessel conveying the same, 

(15) At the end of the first Paragraph in¬ 
troduce, a definition of the Blockade : ' In 
order to • determine what characterizes a 
blockade, that denomination only given 
to a port where there is, by the disposition 
of the power which blockades it with ships 
stationary^ or^suificiently near, an evident 
danger in entering.'—(l(j) Omit ‘during 
the present hostilities.'—(17) After the 
word ‘ Europe,' insert ‘ or elsewhere.'— 
(18) After the word ‘ Europe,' insert ‘ or 
elsewhere.'—(19) After the word ‘paid,' 
insert ‘ or secured to be paid.'— 

VoL. X. 
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be bond fide the property of citizens and 
inhabitants of the United States (20).—» 
Provided always, that this Article, or any 
thing therein contained, shall not operate 
to the prejudice of any right belongmg to 
either party ; bu^ that, after the,expiration 
of the time limited for the Article, the 
rigiits on both sides shall revive and be in 
full force. . 

Arc. 12. And whereas it is expedient to 
m^akc special provisions respecting the 
Maritime Juris(yictlon oF the high con¬ 
tracting parties on the coasts of their re¬ 
spective possessions in North America, on 
account of peculiar circumstances belong¬ 
ing to those coasts, it is agreed that in all 
cases where one of the said high contract¬ 
ing parties shall be engaged in war, and 
the other shall be at peace, the belligerent 
power shall not stop, [except for the pur¬ 
pose herc'after mentioned (21),] the vessels 
of tile neutron power, or the unarmed vessels 
of other nations within 5 miles from the 
shore belonging to the said neutral power 
on the Ameriean seas (22).—Provided 
that the said stipulation shall not tak^ 
effect in favour of the ships of any nation 
or nations which shall not have agreed to 
respect the limit aforesaid as the line of 
Martiine Jurisdiction of the said neutral 
state: And it is further stipulated, that 
if either of the high contracting parties 
shall be at war with any nation or nations 
which shall have agreed to respect the 
said special limit or line of Maritime Ju¬ 
risdiction herein agreed upon, such con¬ 
tracting party shall have the right to stop 
or search any vessel beyond the limit of a 
cannon shot or 3 marine miles from the 
said coasts of the neutral power,'for the 
purpose of ascertaining the nation to 
which such vessel shall belong*. And with 
respect to the ships and* property of‘ the 
nation or nations not jiaving agreed to re¬ 
spect the aforesaid line ol jurisdiction, the 
belligerent power shall exercise the same 
rights as if this Article ^id not exist; 

- . . —• —— -- 

(20) At the end of the Paragraph 
introduce the following ‘ It is under¬ 
stood, that no inference is to be drawn 
from this Article to affect any questicyi, 
now or hereafter to be judicially depend¬ 
ing, touching the legality or illegality 
of a direct trade from Europe, or else¬ 
where, by citizens of the United States, 
with enemies colonies beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope/—(21) *Oinit the words ‘ ex¬ 
cept for the purpose hereafter mentioned/ 
—(22) Omit the last Paragraph,— 

• 2 P* 
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and the%everal provisions stipulated* by privateers, before they receive their iom- 
this Article shall have full force and dTect missions, shall hereafter be compelled lo 


V only during tjjto coniinuance ot the present 
Treaty, " 

Arfc 13. M’iiK respect to the Searching 
of Merchant Ships the,commanders of 
ships ol’war and privateers shall conduct 
themselves [as favourably as the course of 
the war then existing may possibly permit 
towards the most friendly power that may 
remain neuter (2.3,)] ohserving as much 
possible the acknowledged principles and 
rules of the law' of nations. And for the 
better security of the res])ectiYe subjects 
and citizens of the contracting parties, and 
to prevent their snlUruig injiirus by the 
men of war or ])rivateers of eitlier party, 
all commanders of ships of war anti [)riva- 
teers, and all others the said snbj(‘cts and 
citizens, shall Ibrb. ur doing any damage 
to tho.se of the other party, (»r ( oftnnitting 
any outrage agaiasl them ; aiitt if the\* act 
to the contrary, they shall be punished, and 
shall also be bound in their yiersons and 
estates to make satisfactiou and reparation 
for all damages, and the interest thereof, 
of whatever nature the said damages may 
be.—For this cause, all commanders of 


(23) Propose to introdnee, as the lirst 
Pai agiafjli of the Article, the ft)llo\\ iiig, ' Jf 
the ships of either of the parties shall be 
met wnth, .sailing either along the coasts or 
on the high seas, by any private armed 
vessel of tlie other party, speh anapd ves.sel 
; shall, for avoiding all disorder in visiting 
and examining the same, remain out of can¬ 
non shot, unless the state of the sea or place 
of meeting render a tiearer ayiproaoh ne¬ 
cessary ; and shall in no case compel or 
ref[uire sucli^vessel to send her bout or her 
papers or any person from on board to the 
belligerent vessel? but the belligerent ves- 
»e.l*niay send her o\v^ boat and may enter 
her to the number of 2 or 3 men only, 
who may, in an orderly manner, make the 
necessary enquiries concerning the vessel 
and her cargo : And it is agtVJud, that 
effectual provisior^shall be made for pu¬ 
nishing violations of any part of this stipu- 
iation.'^-T-Omit the woVds as favourably 
as*the course of the war then exi.sting may 
po.ssibly permit towards the most friendly 
power that may remain neuter,^ and insert 
* according to the acknowledged princi¬ 
ples and rules of the laws of nations, and 
p favourably, moreover, as the course of 
fjie war then existing^nay possibly permit 
l^towurds the, most friendly power that may 
] rqnjaia neuter.’— 


give, before a competent jiulgt^, sufiiciont 
security, by at least two respectable sure¬ 
ties, who have no inter<‘st in the said pri- 
vatetu’, each of whom, together with the 
said commander, shall be jointly and 
.severally bound in the sum of 2000/. ster¬ 
ling ; or, il’siK'h ship be provided with 
above 150 seamen, or soldiers, in the sum 
of 4000/. sterling, lo sati.sfy all damage's 
aiifi injuries, whieh tlic said privateers, or 
officers, or men, or any of them, may door 
commit during their cruize, contrary to the 
t( Hour of this Treaty, or to the Laws and 
Iiisi ructions for regulating their conduct ; 
and further, that in all cases of aggressions, 
the s'aid commissions shall he rexoked and 
ainnilled.—It is alsoagn'cd, that whenever 
a Judge of a court of Admiralty of either 
(»!’ th(^ partle.s .shall pronounce sentence 
against any vessel or goods or property 
belonging to the subjects or citizens of the 
other party, a formal and duly authenti¬ 
cated «oj>y of all the proceedings in the 
cause, and of the said sentence, shall, if 
required, be (kdivered to the commander 
of the said \ess(d, wdthout the smallest 
delay, he Jiaying all legal fees and de¬ 
mands for the ,sam(‘. 

Art. ] k It is furthe r agreed, that both 
the said eoiitraeting parties shall not only 
refuse to receive an}” |)irate.s into any of 
their pt)rts, havens, or towms, or permit 
any of lln ir inhabitants to reecdve, protect, 
harbour, eonec'cil or assist them in any 
hiaEner, but wall Indng to condign puni^li- 
int'jit all such inhabitants a.s slia 11 be guiby 
of such acts or otlenc'cs.—And all rfuur 
ships, with the goods or merchandizes 
taken by them, and brought into the ports 
of either of the said parties, shall be seized 
as^far as they can l><^ discovered, and .shall 
be restored to the owners, or the factors 
or agents duly deputed, and authorized in 
writing by them, (proper evident e In ing 
shewn in the court of atlmlralty, for f>rov- 
ing the property) even incase smh etlects 
shonld have passed into other hands by 
sale, if it be proved that tlie buyers 
knew, or ha'd good rt a-son to belie ve, or 
.suspect that they had been piratically 
taken. 

Art. 15. It is likewdse agree d, that the 
subjects and citizens of tTlerw^ nations, 
.shall not do any acts oi'hostility or vio¬ 
lence against each other, nor at cept e<»iij- 
missions or instructions so to act fr(un rny 
foreign pnbicc or sla*e, enemies o ilic 
other party, nor shallJthe enemies of one 
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of live partie.^i be permitted to invite oi 
endeavour to enlist in the inililarv serviet 
;iny of the subjects or citizens of the other 
])ariy ; ami the laws against all such el- 
fences and a ingress ions shall he piuictih'tlty 
exeruted : and if any subject or einz« n of 
the said parties respectively shall aeee]>l 
any foreign counni-isiou, or letters ol* 
marque, for anning any vessel to act as 
* privateer against the other j^arty, it 
liereby declared to bi‘ lawful tor tlie said 
]>arty to treat and jrunish the '^aid subject 
or citizen, having such coinmissioii or 
letter of iii.ir(|ue, as a pirate. 

Art. l(j. It In (‘xpre>siy stij)iila1( d that 
neither of the said contracting parties will 
order or'authorize any acts oi‘ repiizal 
against the otiun* on eomplaints of injuries 
and damages, until ttie said party sliall 
^irst have presented to the other a state- 
ineiil thereof, verified by eompaeni jnool’ 
and evidence, and demanded justice and 
s ills fact Ion, and tin* same shall either have 
been refused or iinreasoiiabl}?^ delayed. 

Art. 17. [I'he shijis of war of ^ acU ot 
tlie contracting parties shall at all times be 
hosjotahly ncciv'ctl in the ports of tin* 
otio r, thi'lr otiieers and < rows paying due 
respect to the laAvs and government of the 
country (21).] The otliccr?. siiall be treat¬ 
ed with that resiicet \\hicli is due U^ liie 
lommisMons n imdi they bear; and il am 
msult ‘lionId he ofi<‘rc*d to them by any ol 
the inhabilanN, all oftenders in this re- 
hpei’t shall be punished as di*>turbers of tlie 
peace and amity between tin* two coun¬ 
tries. And both contracting parlies a'gree, 
that in case any vessel of the one should, 
by stress of weather, danger fioin enemies, 
or other inisfovtimes, he reduced to the 
necessity of seeking shelter in any of the 
ports of the otWr, into which such vessed 
could not in ordinary cases claim tft be 
admitted, she shall, on manifestiftg that 
necessity to tlie satksfaclion of the govern* 
mentol'the place, be hospitably received, 
and permitted to refit, aiul to purchase at 
the market price such necessaries as she 
may stand in need of, conformably to such 
Orders and Regulations as tlue government 
of the place, having respect to the circum¬ 
stances of each case, shall prescribe.— 
She !?hall not be allowed to break bulk or 
unload hor-^argo, unless the same shall 

(2t) Substitute the following: ^ The 
ships of w ar and privateers of the tW'O na¬ 
tions, as well as their prizes, shall be treated 
in their respective ports a$ those of the 
nation most lavoui^d/— 
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‘ be hand fide necessary to h^u- being refit¬ 
ted i nor shall she be obliged to pay any 
iluties whatever, except o-i such arlicles 
as she may be permitted-to feel I for the 
jiur/uAse aforosiiid. ' ^ 

Art. 18. It shall not be lawA^ for any 
foreign privateers (not bei.ig suiijects or 
<’itizens of either of the s.iid parties) who 
have commissions from any power or 
stat'e in enmily with either nation, to ann 
their ships in the ports of cither ol the 
:;'iid parties, nor to Mill what they have 
taken, nor in any other inunner to ex¬ 
change the same ; nor shall they be al¬ 
lowed to purchase more provisions than 
sliall he necessary for their going to the 
nt'arest port of that jiriiua* or state from 
whom thc'V obtained their commissions. 

Art. 19. It shall be lawl’id lor the ships 
oi’ war,and privateers, belonging to the 
sa’gl i>arti^s la'speetively, to carry wdiithcr- 
soover they pU'usc the shij)s and goods 
taken from their enemies, wdtlioiit being 
obligi'd to pay any lees to the officers of 
the admiralty, or to any judges whatever j 
nor shall the said f>rizes, when they ar- 
ri^'e at and enter the ports ot the said par¬ 
ties, be detained or seized ; nor shall the 
searchers, or otlier offieeis of those jilaces, 
visit such prizes (ex(,ept for tlie purpose 
oi’jneventiiig the carrying of any part of 
the cargo thereof on shore, in any manner 
contrary to the cstablishe,d laws of ixwc- 
ivae, naVigalinn, or commerce) ; nor shall 
such oliliic'rs ta^e cognizance of tltc vali¬ 
dity of such prizes ; but they shall be at 
liberty to hoist sail, and depart as speedily 
as may be, and carry" their said prizes to 
the place mentioned in their coinnyssioiis or 
j)atenls, which the commanders of the said 
ships of war or privateers shall be obliged 
to shew".—No shelter ^or refuge shall be 
given in their j)orts to such as have made 
a prize upon the s^ibjeets or citizens of^ 
either of the said parties, but if fewced by 
stress of weather or the dangers of the sea 
to enter them, particular cale shall be 
taken to hasten tliclr departure, and to 
cause th*em to retire#as soon as possible. 
Nothing in this Treaty contained shall 
however be construed to operate contrary 
to the former and existing public ti'erfties 
w"ith other sovereigns or states: but the 
two parties agrc*e, that while they conti¬ 
nue in amity, neither of them will in fu¬ 
ture make any treaty that shall be incon¬ 
sistent with this or tfie preceding articles, 
—Neither of the said parties shall permit 
the ships or goods belonging to the sub¬ 
jects sor citizens of the other to be taken 
•2 r 2 • 
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within “cannoh-shot of the coast, nor with¬ 
in, the jurisdiction described in Art. 12- so 
long as the provisions in the said Article 
shall be in force, by ships of war or others 
having commissions from any prince, 
republic, or state whatever. But in case 
it should so happen, the party v\hose tcr- 
ritorial richts shall thus have been violated 
shall use his utmost endeavoirrs to obtain 
from the offending party full and ample 
satisfaction for the vessc^l or vessels so 
taken, whether the same be vessels of war 
or merchant vessels (25). 

Art. 20. If at any time a rupture should 
take place (which God forbid) between 
his majesty and the United States, the 
merchants and others of ea«!h of the two 
nations, residing in the dominions of the 
other, shall have the privilege of remain¬ 
ing and continuing their trade, sp long as 
they do it peaceably, and con^mit ^no,of¬ 
fence against the law's; and in case their 
conduct should render them suspected, 
and the respective governments should 
think proper to order them to remove, the 
term of 12 months from the publication 
of the order shall be allow'ed them for the 
purpose to remove them with their fami¬ 
lies, effects', and property ; hut this favour 
shall not be extended to those who shall 
act contrary to the established laws: and 
for greater certainty, it is declared, that 
such rupture shall not be deemed to exist 
while negotiations for accommodating dif¬ 
ferences shall be dependinl^, nor ismtil the 
respective ambassadors or ministers, if 
such there shall be, shall be recalled or 
sent home on account of such differences, 
and not on account of personal misconduct, 
according to the nature and degree of 
which both «parties retain their rights, 
either to request t}ic recall or immediately 
to send home the ambassador or minister 
of the other, and thtft without prejudice 
to their mutual friendship and good-under¬ 
standing. 

Art. ^21. It is further agreed, that his 
majesty and the Uni|e(l States, oti mutual 
Regulations by tlK‘m respectively, or by 
their respective ministers or officers au¬ 
thorised to make the same, will deliver 
up* to justice all persons who, being 
charged with murder or forgery, commit¬ 
ted within the jurisdiction of either, shall 
seek an asylum within any of the countries 
of the other ; provided that this shall only 
be done on such evidence of criminality. 

The two last Paragraphs to be 


as, according to the laws of the place 
where the fugitive or person so charged 
shall be found, would justify his apprehen¬ 
sion and commitment for trial, if the of¬ 
fence had there been committed. I'he 
expence of such apprehension and deli¬ 
very shall be borne and defrayed by those 
who make the requisition, and receive the 
fugitive. 

Art. 22. In the event of a shipw'rcc^ 
happening in a place belonging to one or 
other of the high contracting parties, not 
only every assistance shall be given to the 
unfortunate persons, and no violence done 
to them, but also the cflccfs w'hich they 
shall have thrown out of the ship into the 
sea shall not be concealed or detained nor 
damaged under any pretext w hatever; on 
the contrary the above mentioned eiiects 
and mer(‘handize shall be preserved and 
restored to them, upon a suitable recom- 
pence being given to those who shall have 
assisted in saving their persons, vessels, 
and ellects. 

Art. ^3. And it being the intention of 
the high contracting parties that the peo¬ 
ple of their respective dominions shall 
continue to be on the footing of the most 
favoured nation, it is agreed that, in case 
either party shall hereafter grant any ad¬ 
ditional advantages, in navigation or trade, 
to any other nation, the subjects or citizens 
of the other party shall fully participate 
herein (26). 

Art. 24. The high contracting parties 
engage to communicate to each other, 
without delay, all such laws as have been 
or shall be hereafter enacted by their re¬ 
spective legislatures, as also all measures 
which shall have been taken for the Abo¬ 
lition or Limitation of the African Slave 
Trade; and they further agree to use 
thair best endeavours to procure the co¬ 
operation of other powers for the final and 
•complete Abolition of a Trade so repug¬ 
nant to the principles of justice and hu¬ 
manity. 

Art. 2A And it is further agreed, that 
nothing herein contained, shall contravene 
or affect the jdue execution of any treaty 

(26) To stand thus: is agreed, 

that in case either party shall hereafter 
giant any additional ad vantage^ in navi¬ 
gation or trade to any other nation, the 
subjects or citizens of the other party shall 
ftilly participate therein freely, where it 
is freely granted to such other nation, or 
on yielding the same compensation when 
the grant is conditional* — 
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or treaties now actually subsisting between 
citber of the high contracting parties and 
any other power or powers. 

Art. 26. This Treaty, when the same 
shall have been ratified by his majesty, 
and by the president of the United States, 
with the advice of their senate, and their 
re,s]>ective ratifications mutually exchang¬ 
ed, shall be binding and obligatory on 
his majesty and on the said states for ten 
years (27), from the date of the exchange 
of the said ratification, and shall be reci¬ 
procally executed and observed with punc¬ 
tuality, arwl the most sincere regard to 
good faith. 


(27) Period to be five years.— 

Articles [)roposed.-—No person whatever 
shall, upon the high seas, and without the 
jurisdiction of either party, be demanded 
or taken out of any ship or vessel belong¬ 
ing to citizens oi subjects of one of the 
other parties, by the public or j)nvate 
armed ships belons^ing to or in the*servi/:e 
of the other, unless such person be at the 
time in the military service of an enemy 
of rtucli othei party.—Art. 2. Complaints 
having been made by divers merchants 
and other citizens (d the United States, that 
during tiic war in which his majesty is en¬ 
gaged, tli(‘y have sustained loss and damage 
by reason of the irregular and illegal cap¬ 
tures and 1 ondeninations of their vessels 
and other property, under colour or au¬ 
thority of commissions from his majesty, 
contrary to the tenour of a communication 
from lord Hawkesbury to Mr. King, of 
the nth of April 1801, of which a copy 
is annexed to this treaty, or contrary to 
the tenour of a Letter from Mr. Merry to 
Mr, Maddison,'of the 12th of April 1801, 
of which a copy is also hereto annexed, 
or otherwise contrary to the known and 
established rules of the law of nations; and* 
the said merchants and others having far- 
ther complained, that full and complete 
redress for the said losses and damages has 
not been, and carmot be, for various causes, 
had ancT obtained in the ordinary course of 
judicial proceedings, his majesty agrees 
that he will, without delay, cause the most 
effectual’ measures to be taken in concert 
with the# United States, for an impartial 
examination of the said complaints, and 
that he will cause full and complete repa¬ 
ration to be made thereupon to the parties 
entitled, as justice and equity, and the 
nature of the respective cases, shall appear 
to require. ^ 


(Second Inclosure referred to in No. 1.) 
—To the right hon. lord Holland and 
lord Auckland: dated I^ondon, Aug, 
20th, l806. 

The undersigned, coniAissioners cbctra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America, think it necessary to 
give to lords Holland and Auckland, the 
commissioners extraordinary and plenipo¬ 
tentiary of his majesty, a brief explanation 
ij[> writing of the claims which they have 
already had the honour to mention to their 
lordships in a recent conference, of sundry 
American citizens, for suitable Compensa¬ 
tion for loss and damages sustained in the 
course of the present war. by reason of 
irregular or illegal captures or condenvna 
tions of their vessels and other property, 
and at the same time to call the atten¬ 
tion of Jheir lordships to the situation of 
cort^ain Prisje Causesarising out of some of 
these captures now depending in the tri¬ 
bunals of this country.—The undersigned 
are happy in having it in their power to 
state, that, according to the inlbrmation 
they have been able to obtain, such of 
these Claims as relate to capture's, which, 
from causes peculiar to themselves, have 
excited in America a more than ordinary 
degree of sensibility, are not so consider¬ 
able in number as at first was supposed.— 
The complaints of this description, to which 
the undersigned would particularly invite 
the attention of their lordships, have been 
produced by seizures as prize, made in 
direct violation of rules of maritime prac¬ 
tice previously declared by his majesty's 
government to the government of the 
United States, and in no degree revoked or 
aftected by any' arraiigemcnt between 
them, or even by any notiiication, they 
were about to be abai^doned.—Of these 
seizures, the most important, and in ev^ery 
view the most interesting, were made in 
the year 1805, ami in the early part of the 
year 1806, of the ships and merchandize of 
American citizens, upon the pretension, 
that the voyages on yvhich they were en¬ 
gaged wire direct or continuous between 
the colonies of his majesty's enemies and 
some port in Europe.—Although it is cer¬ 
tain that the government of the Uiiiled 
States had never admitted that illegality 
can be imputed to such a trade, even when 
confessedly continuous or direct, and had 
concluded that the question had been 
otherwise formally^ settled in its favour, 
the undersigned believe it to be unne¬ 
cessary to bring that point into view, 
^ith any reference to the cases now un- 
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der consideration. It is sufficient to state, the mere touching in the neutral couniry 
that at the date of these seizures the*nier- to take fresh clearances may properly be 
chants of thc' United States did expli- considered as a fraudulent evasion, and is 
citly undersuuul, and justihed in a con- in ell'cct the direct trade ; but the higli 
fedent belief, founded not only upon ante- court of admiralty has exjircssly decided, 
cedent jiractice, but upon a Ibrmal com- (and 1 see no reason to ex[)cct that tlic 
uiunicrtion, in the year 1807, to the Amc- court of appeal will vary the rule), tliat 
vican minister in London from his ina- landing the goods and paying the ditties 
jesLy’s principal secretary of slate for the in tltc iieutraj country breaks the coiiti- 
di partmciit oi‘ foreign ahairs, thatthe'eir- nuity of the voyage, and is such an imijoi - 
cnmstances,by which thgse voyapes were ! tation as legalises the trade, all hough tlie 
accompanied, had been and were di-tiuctly j goods bo-ro.4iipped intliesami* ve^srl^ 
admitted by the British government and by ' en acc ount of tlu* same neiural pr )pnelors, 
British courts of prizes to break their con- I and to be forwarded for sale .o tin* mo- 
tinuity, and render them mmuestioinblv ther country or the colony.” An LxMMt t 
lawful.—The followdiig detail will shew iiom this Report, eonlaining the loregoing 
more precisely the nature^ and eifect oi' ]>assag;(s was transmitted by ihe duke, of 
the communication to which the under- Portland, in a letter ot the doth oi Alaia h 
.signed allude.—Tlie puVilie and private iSOtJotljelonlseoinmissmiK-rsolthe id- 
arnied ships of tliis'couiitry havlug sei:::d miraliy. ills grace’s letlm* conchales 
American vessels hound fronut he United thusIn order, thendbre, to put a stop to 
States to the Spanish West Indies, on the the inconvciiieiu ics arising froimtliese rr- 
pretext that their cargoes consist id of roneous sentences of the vice admiralty 
articles of the growth of Spain when at courts, 1 have thc‘ honour to signify to 
war with (Treat Britain, ami the vice ad- your lovdslnps the king’s ploa-airi, tiiat a 
miraliy court of ^Nassau having condemned communication (d'the (lodrnu* laid don n in 
the cargo of one of these vt*sscIs uprui that the saul rc'port shall be iniiiifslia.elv made 
pretext, Mr. King in a note to lord Ilawkes- hy youi loidsliips to the sovmal judges [)re- 
bury of the 18th Alarch 1801, xemon- siding in them, s(urmg fort h w ha: is held to 
gtrated against these ac's as jvilpeble In* the law upon the snbjeet !)\ the supe- 
abuses.—The subject of thi> remonstranct nor tribunals, tor tlieir guidance anddiiec- 
was immediately referred to the kinLi'ks ad- lion.”—On the 1 Itli of A[)ril I>s01, lord 
Vocate, whose report of the Kith AFarch llavvkcsbury ciiminimicated to .fir. King, 
1801,/after declaring that the sentence of for the mt’ormatlon of the ge\eminent of 
the vice admiralty court was erroneV)iis,eon- the United States, a copy of\lie <d>«»VL‘ !et- 
cludesvvith the Following exposition of the \er of the duke of Portland, winch is staled 
law^ as understood in G. Britain, ndative to by his lordstiip lo have bemi wr.tieii by his 
thecommercc of neutrals with hclIigeieiUs majest\ *s command, in cnnsc(|uentc of 
and thek'colonies; '‘^Iti^ now'distinctly iin- Air. King’s repress iitatimi of the preceding 
derstood,and has been rcpeatcdlysodcf'ided montli, together watli a c<»py of the extract 
by the high efturt of appeal, that the produce from the rejiort of the king’s advocate, 
ot the colonies ot#the enemy may be im- reti rred to in liis graxe’s letter, and ai- 
po^led by a neutral into his owm couiitiy, ready alxA'o (pjoted. l'[)oji tlic receipt of 
and may be re-exported from theiu’c even this ((timnunicaiioii Mr. King transmitted 
to the mother country of such colony ; and “it to his government in a hater (of winch 
in like manner the produce and manufac- a copy is annexed) ('ontainiiig the follow- 
tures of the mother country may ip this cir- iiig observations : I take the liberty of 

cuitousmode Icgally^find their tyay to the suggesting ihe expediency of publishing 
colonies. The direct trade, however, be- these copies in our nt!wspapers,as the most 
tween the mother country and its colonies exjieditious means of cornmuiilcatiiig the 
haye not, I apprehend, been recognized as same to the cruizing ships and privateers 
legal, either by his majesty’s government or in the Ameriran seas, llaying intimated 

by his tribunals_What is a direct trade this suggestion to lord llawki^sbury before 

or what amounts to an intermediate im- he prepared ami sent me his answer, there 
portation into the neutral country may can be no exceptions here against such a 
fiometimes be a question of some difficulty, publication.” The publication was direct- 
A general definition of either, applicable ed and took place accordingly.—The un¬ 
to all cases, cannot well be laia down, dersigned are persuaded that lord Holland 
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thus iiiit quivocally adoptc4 by nrajes- are still judicially depending.---llie next 
ty’s mn ernniont, and communicated as an <:lasf*:,ol‘these cases (of which lists and cs- 
ii(‘t to he n spectedandconfided in, through timales will hereafter be furnished) com- 
the Anu'i'lcaii minister;, to the govermnent |)reiiends captures during the^x-isting war, 
of the United St. te.s, and finally to their contrary to the tenor'of a letter of the pthof 
citizens, and to I’uirope tlirough the me- Jan. 1801, from ,sir Evan Nepean to Mr. 
di’.iinefa pnbiication expccUd and au- llainniond, on the .subject of the Blockade 
ihofizetl, cannot in any fair construction of IVlartiniquc and Guadaloupe, of which 
l)(‘ vicvvi'd as an y thing short (d‘ a ft^rma! acof)y was enclosed in a letter of the 12th 
dcc::n .0 ion on the [)'»rt of Cire,at Britain; of April 1804, from Mr. Merry to Mr. 
th/t, the landing of the cargo and the jiay- Maddisou, of both of which letters copies 
inec.t nl’the duties in the neutral country are herewith tnftismitted.—citizens of 
\v(.ald be cousidered as legalizing the cir- the United States complain that they have 
cuitou., trade, cv(*n belw(;( n a bedligcrent suffered severely by captures, in violation 
and i(^ n\ n cohmies.—Tlu^ j>ractice duriim of the rules laid down with so much fair- 
tht' late and th(‘ hvo lirsl yt'ars ol’the ])ro- ness and precision in this eomniunication, 

S' iit war was ill pt'rfect confurniity wiih and that, where condenumtions have not 
thi^ diM unicnt, and bv that coidbrinity en- followe d, compensation equivalent to the 
fvvivL\\ its anlhorily, and furni.died an ad- actual loss have not been and cannot be 
(iiLioiial jn tifu-atiou, if any h td been re- procured in the ordinary course by any 
(pnr<*.ljbra dependance upon the doctiine cxerlionl; on their part. The pretext for , 
winch it annoimja'd.—In llu* summer ol' smile oi’tlK*he captures has been the breach 
I S()5, however, w lien a large amount of of an alleged blockade of Martinique or 
riean pvopertv w.is adoat, undcniaidy (luadalouce ; for others, the breach of an 
eiCitii'd 1o tlK‘ protection of tin'* above Imagiiiarv bloek.ide of Currayoa ; and for 
rule, ind e<Jii mitifd to t!)e high seas, nn- olhers,the breach of an eipially imaginary 
il'v un implicit )i iiance upon a strict ad- bhalcide of .other ports and places. In 
lr''ci» e tv> It ; the rule \v su kk nly all of th(*.se cases either the eictual iiivest- 
.d . 1 . I'lmol, uhI Ibdi.di crulziaw i’ell upon nieiit of the particular port was wanting, 
tins li oh , thus ^unctioiivcl by the (^xpress or the vessel seized Ibr an imputed crimi- 
adm ssi' 1 ), ;)s as by the ac quu scenee 'lal destination to it, had not been warned 
oi'!he.r goua'onifut; aiul tiu-se c \pl ires is retpiin d. Tbt‘ just extent of these 
ail lui ici >1 (uk! to ba^ riMciM'd the biebest claims the undersigned are notable to 

judu i.d sanciii'U_The iind rsigiied have state, but thcN presume it cannot be con- 

no d' lie to !wcb upon this sidj-’ct. They >i(lm’aHv'.—Tlic only remaining claims 
ar(‘^con\ nu'cdi i5iat the iilurtal and eipii- wbicb are reducible to any precise class, 
t d)le entiiiK'iits whiidi dadingm.h ]iis.m<l- are tluKc which relate to ca[nurcs within 
j( l\’s ''o"^ ernment rci'der unne'r'S'.ary the territorhij juri.sdiction of the United 
the fuidlier explanation of wdiirh / is sns- Slates. < )f th<‘se, as widl as of some 
cepid'k' lb fell iug to tWii mill’s from the I others of a miscellaneous nature, which 
nuderecned, ’'Jr. Alonroe to lord Mul- the muliTsigned have not ;;t present the 
gi .we, oi’the b?*d of Sept. 18()o, and to IMr. means ot‘ proscrlhing distinctly to lord 
!'ox,(d Sh( 'd.Vdi of Ih b. 1 SOfi,the milder- ilolland and lord Auckland, lists shall 
s'guod h ive oulv to de; !are their ^siiuxu’e ! hereafter be preparc4l and laid before ttieir 
coirAi uOii that Ins neajrs^y's governimml^ i lordships accompanied by suitable expla- 
wil! not lall lo st*e in the i iTt^ wliii b they i nations. The undersigned, &c. James 
has, had the honour t i state, au Irreslsdhle Moxuin:, Wm.iivm Pincknkv. 
eall open it to repair the iiijurw ns etll, t'= (Letli*r rel’erred to in sf’eond Inclosure 
ol tliese si'izines. vVs to the fmv eases of of No. 1.)—To ; l^e Secretaiy of State 

this (1 U’ noAv depemiing before the lo,ds of the United Slab’s. Djtted W ashing- 

< omnii'SioiK r^oi'appt'ah or hi other prize ton,^ April I2tli, 1804. 

court, of ins inaie>ty,' the uudcrsiguetl Sir; Mr. Thornton not having failed to 
fetl avSared dial measures wiM betaken transmit to his majesty’s government an 
to c rii,M I hem to b(’favourably disposed account of the Representation which yog 
of, and tTpit Miltable reparation will moie- were pleased to address to him under date 
ovei !)e secMired to the parties injured, i’or of 27 Oct. last year, respecting the block- 
the Io>s and d nnagi’ they have sustiiim^l. ade of the islands of Martinique and Gua- 
The judersigned have the honourio trails- daloupe, it is with ^reat satisfaction, sir, 
mil herewith a list of all the cases of this that I have just received his majesty’s 
class, in which ur^ distinguished such as «comzuands signified to me by his principal 
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secretary of state for foreign affairs, under 
date of the 6th Jan. last, to communicate 
to you the^instructions which have in 
consequence of your represelitation been 
' sent to commodhre Hood and to the judges 
of the vice admiralty courts in the West 
Indies.—I have accordingly the honour to 
transmit to you, sir, the inclosed copy of 
a letter from sir Evan Nepean, secretary 
to the board of admiralty, to Mr. Ham¬ 
mond, his majesty's under secretary pi' 
state for foreign affairs, specifying the na¬ 
ture of the instructions which have been 
given.—His majesty's government doubt 
not that the promptitude which has been 
manifested in redressing the grievance 
complained of by the government of the 
United States, will be considered by the 
latter as an additional evidence of his ma¬ 
jesty's constant and sincere desire to re¬ 
move any ground of misunderstanding 
that could have a tendency fo interrupt 
the harmony which so happily subsists be¬ 
tween his government and that of the 
United States. I have &c. Ant. Merry. 
(Letter referred to in second Inclosure 
of No. 1. and in the preceding Letter.) 
To George Hammond esq. Dated 
Admiralty Office, 5th Jan. 1804*. 

Sir; Having communicated to the lords 
of the admiitwty lord Hawkesbury's let¬ 
ter of the 23d ultimo, inclosing the copy 
of a dispatch which his lordship had re¬ 
ceived from Mr, Thornton his majesty's 
charge d’affaires in America, on the sub¬ 
ject of the blockade of the islands of Mar¬ 
tinique and Guadaloupe, together with the 
report of the advocate general thereupon; 

1 have tl^eir lordshij^s commands to ac¬ 
quaint you, for his lordship's information, 
that they have sent orders to commodore 
Hood not to coqsider any blockade of 
those islands as existing, unless in respect 
of particular ports which may be actually 
invested, and then not to capture vessels 
bound to such ports unles.s they shall pre¬ 
viously have been warned not to enter 
them, and that they have also %ent the 
necessary directions» on the subj^t to the 
judges of the vice admiralty courts in the 
West Indies and America. I am &c. 

* Evan Nepean. 

(Third Inclosurse refeired to in No. I.) 
To James Monroe esq. and Win. 
Pinckney esq. Dated Holland House, 
Kov. 8th, 1806. 

His majestycommissioners and pleni- 
|>oteiitiaries have the fionour to represent 
to commissioners and plenipol;entiaries 
tbe United States.—That the project of< 


an article on the subject of impressing sea¬ 
men, together with the reasonings by 
which the commissioners of the united 
States have urged the expediency of an 
engagement on that subject, has been con¬ 
sidered with the same friendly and conci¬ 
liatory disposition, which has marked 
every step of the negotiation :—That his 
majesty’s government has not felt itself 
prepared to disclaim or derogate from a 
right which has been uniformly and gene- 
rsuly maintained, and in the exercise of 
which the security of the British navy may 
be essentially involved; more especially 
in a conjuncture when his majesty is en¬ 
gaged in wars which enforce the neces¬ 
sity of the most vigilant altention to the 
preservation and siipplyof the naval force 
of his kingdom:—That his majesty's go¬ 
vernment, actuated by an earnest desire to 
remove every cause of dissatisfaction, has 
directed his majesty's commissioners to 
give to Mr.' Monroe and Mr. Pinckney 
the most positive assurances that instrut^ 
tions have been given and shall be repeat¬ 
ed* and enforced for the observance of the 
greatest caution in the impressing of Bri¬ 
tish seamen; and that the strictest eare 
shall be taken to preserve cjtizens of the 
United States from any molestation or 
injury; and that immediate and prompt 
redress shall be afforded ujk>u any repre¬ 
sentation of injury sustained by them :— 
That the commissioners of the United 
States well know that no recent cases of 
complaint have occurred, ami that no pro- 
bfabfc inconvenience can result from the 
postponement of an article subjected to so 
many difficulties. Still that his majesty's 
commissioners are instructed to entertain 
the discussion of any plan that can be de¬ 
vised to secure the intei ests of both states 
witjiout any injury to rights to which they 
are rcs|})cctively attached :—That in the 
^ean time the desire of promoting a right 
conclusion of the proposed treaty, and of 
ing closer the ties of connection be¬ 
tween the‘two countries, induces his ma¬ 
jesty’s commissioners to express their 
readiness to proceed to the completion of 
the other articles, in the confident hope, 
that the result cannot fail to cultivate and 
onfirm the good understanding happily 
subsisting between the high contracting 
parties; and still further to augment the 
mutual prosperity of his majesty's sub- 
jet:ts, and of the citizens of the United 
States. Vassall Holland. Auckland. 
(Fourth Inclosuro referred to in No. 1-) 
—To L.Visc. Howidt. March 14,1807* 
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My lord ; In conformity with the inti¬ 
mation which your lordship was so good 
ns to make to us at a late interview, rela¬ 
tive to certain claims and prize causes, 
wliich had been brought into discussion in 
the course of the late negotiation, between 
his majestyVs coimnissioiiers and those of 
the United States; wo liave the honour 
to transmit to your lordship, the copy of a 
jiote to lord llolland and lord Auckland, 
ill which those claims and prize causes are 
fully explained. It is proper to add, 
that at the time of the signature of the 
Treaty, it was distinctly understood be¬ 
tween the (oinniissioners on botli sides, 
that this subject was not to be aiiected by prtssly reserved for future conventional 
it, but was to remain completely open for arrangonicnt, and a l>le(lge given to the 
future adjustment.—We have it u[»on the United States for resuming the considera- 
staternent contained in that note, and the lion of it at a convenient season, uilh that 
documents to whicli it refers, in perfect view ; and that, if, in the mean tunc, 
confidence that it will be viewed by your such <141 iiifiurmal understanding sluniKl be 
lordship with the interest whicii belongs substituUal, as in its practicid clfect would 
to it, and that every thing whieli is suila- remove the vexation complained of, it 
hie to the high and honourahltj clpiracter might perhaps be yet possible to conduct 
of his majesty’s govenirnent, and the jtist tiie negotiation to a result which would 
claims of the United States will be done, not be unacceptable to the respective go- 
wiih ri latimi to it, as promptly as clrcum- vernments. And in pursuauee of this 
stances will ])(’rmit. \W have &,c. suggestion, the- Britisli commissionerg 

J vMLs Monroe. \A*m. Pinkney, tireseiiti'd their offieial note of the Kth day 
iVo, ‘i.—Letter iVoiii Mr. Secretary of Nov. last.*"—It appears to us, that the 
( ’aiming to Lords Hoi land and Aurk- s<>\eral jiarts oi'tliis statement taken with 
land. J)atOvl J'oreigii Udica, July the e(»nt('xt, have rdl the ;’ceura( and ho- 
2 , 5 th, 1807. nourahle and right meaning which we ex- 

My lords; 1 have the honour to inclose pcricnced in the whole negotiation.— 
to v'our loidships, the copies of a note When rtie American commissioners speak 
which 1 have received from Mr. Monn^e of" such an informal understanding to be 
and Mr. Pinkney, and of the severat do- substituted, as would in its practical effect 
cunients that accompanied it; 1 submit remove the vexation complained of,’* they 
these papers to the consiileration of your do not mean, and certainly his jiiajesty's 
lordships, for the purpose of calling your commissioners never meant, that there 
attention to that passage of the note which should be a forbearance or •suspension or 
refers to a suggestion on the part of his dist ontiiiuancc of* the practice and exer- 
niajesty^s commissioners, on the impress- cise of the Impressment of British seaijien. 
nient of seamen from on board of 5Vmeri- On the contrary, th?y proceed to say that 
can ships. It is extremely desirable that* " puisumit to the suggestion of the British' 
his majesty’s government should have the commissioners, the official note of the iith 
fullest information on this important })oint; of Nov^ was presented.** To that Note 
and 1 have to retjuest, that your lordsliips we beg Teave to refer.—We considered that 
will pleased to state to me, whether ’ Note, and still consider it as pledging his 
the representation contained* in this jiart majesty’s gu\cniment to give instructions 
of the note of the American commissioners to Xhdlish cruizers, ** to be vei^^ cautious 
be accurate; and wdteiher your lordships in the exerci^ve ot the right of impressing 
signified any such acquiescence as is there British seamen, to take the strictest care 
described ill the implied "informal under- to preserve the citizens of the Lbiited 
standing, respecting the forbearance to be States from molestation or injury, and to 
observed by the British cruizers, in regajd redress any grievances whicb might be 
to the practice of impressment of seamen sastained by them^ *—When the ue^otia- 
on board of American vessels.^* ‘ tion proceeded after our delivery of that 

I have, &c. (Xeorge Canning. Note, thought, and still think, that the 
No. III. —Letter from lords Holland treaty wliich we signed (omitting the 

VoL.X. , 


and Auckland to Mr. Secretary Can¬ 
ning, dated July 28th, 1807. 

Sir; We Jiave received tlw' honour of 
your Letter with its sev^eral Inclosures, 
and arc desirous to give the fullest Infor¬ 
mation in our pAwer respecting any part 
of our late negotiation with tlie commis¬ 
sioners of tfic Uniti'd States. We have 
accordingly* applied our attention to that 
passage oi* the Note delivered to you by 
Mr. Monroe liiul INIr. Pinkney, which 
states'that "soon after t lie suspension of 
the negociations, itv\as suggested by his 
majesty's commissioners, that if the topic 
relative to lm])vessmont should be ex- 
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point of Impressment, and sevtTal ^thcr 
, points afterwards iiu laded in th(‘ proposed 
'additional el(\s) was in its^dfcoinplcat 
and uncondilion^d, and suhjoet to no reser- 
vatioir on eitlier part, except that wliieh 
was expressed in our second Note of the 
SOih of Dec. on the siiijnature of the trea¬ 
ty.—li'circuinstaiues had not taken place, 
which made it our duty U> suspend ,ihe 
signing of the additional articles, and 
which oveiytually discontiaced the nego¬ 
tiation in our hands, we should Inne con¬ 
sidered ourselves as boiuul to advert bond 
jide to the hirther pledge contained in our 
otiicial note of ihc 8th Nov. W e mean 
that paragraph which states, ‘'that no re¬ 
cent cases of complaint have oca urrt'd 
(respecting the exercise of the right of 
Impressment), and that no probable incun- 
Teiiient'c can result from the ]]^j.stponc- 
ment of an article, subject !« so.nmny 
didiculties; still, that his niajc'-lVs com¬ 
missioners are instructed to etV(‘rtain tlje 
discussion of any plan that can be devised 
to secure the interests ofboih ^^ith- 

©ut any injury to rights to winch they are 
respectively attached.'’ Theob\ioussense 
of this paragra]ih, and the forms and sub¬ 
stance of the compleated treaty, and the 
proposed additional articles ajipc\ r to iis 
to leave no doubt relatiN e to the muiual 
understanding and views of tlmse who 
were em})loyed in a negotiation of such 
importance to their rc sjicetive countries. 

We have <kc. Vassal ifijLLAM). 

AV( KLAND. 

No. rV.—Letter from Mr. Secretary 
Canning to Lords 1 lolland and Auck- 
launl, dated August (ilh, 1807. 

My lords; In acknf>w'lcdging the re¬ 
ceipt of the "letter which y<>ui lorddiips 
have done me thei2ionour to nddressto me, 
in answer to mine of the ‘Z5th ult. I am 
sorry to have occasioti to trouble y('ur 
dordships with any further encpiiry ; but 
I am sure that your lordships wiil I’tel that 
the point most immediately in 4 |uostK>n, 
respectinp; the Impressment of British sea¬ 
men from AiTKo icIn ships, Is one of such 
essential importance at the present mo- 
mept, as to make; it necessary for me to 
Ascertain, with as much accuracy as pos¬ 
sible, what has reully passed between your 
lordvships and the American conimissiojicrs 
upon this subject.—i utiderstood the Ame¬ 
rican commissioners to say, t hat in addition 
to whatever passed in ^vitiug between you, 
they received from your lordships an in- 
^rmal assurance of something that "should 

its practical efjRjct remove the grievance* 


complained of.” By " the grievance 
complained of,” I understood the conniiis- 
sioners to mean the jiractice of ln)press- 
nicnt itselfi not any abuses of that prac¬ 
tice.—Your lordships deny that any for¬ 
bearance w*as promised, " in the sense of 
any suspension or discontinuance of the 
jiracticc,” and your lordships rel'cr to 
your Note of the 8th of Nov. as contain¬ 
ing the correct statement of what you 
communicated to the American comniis- 
Muners.—The Note of the 8th of Nov. cer¬ 
tainly promises forbearance in the practice, 
but not a discontinuance of the practice, 
of Impressment.— I am therefore under 
the necessity of requesting your lordships 
to hayc the goodness to state to me, 
whether the Note of the Sth of Nov. does, 
according to your lordshifis n collection 
and bcliof, contain the whole ofwiiat was 
proniistMi or held out by your lordships to 
the American commissioners upon this 
point r —Wlicther whatever else passed 
(if thing else did pn'^s) in conversa- 
iK?n, was in strict conformity to that 
Note ; implying no further conco^sion or 
tnrhcaiMUce on the part ot (neat j'iritain, 
and aiilliorizing no further expectation on 
the part of the United Sta.ti s r— If this he 
so, it does appear to me that the American 
coinmis^ioiUTs lia\e niiscnnceived the ef¬ 
fect of your lordships communication to 
them ; and must have represimted it to 
their government as implying a much 
larger coiu essiou than was in tact in your 
Urd^hij^s contemplation. I have, ^c. 

(lEOllOE (’anmnc. 

I No. V. —Letter from Lonis Holland 
ainl Auckland to Mr. Secretary Can¬ 
ning, clateil Aug. lOlh, 1807. 

Sir; in answer to your letter of the (ith 
instant, we have the lumonr to nqjcat our 
j fornu r^ assurances tint it is our desire as 
it is our duty, to give you every possilile 
information res])e»-ting the negotiation 
w ith the Americ an Commissioners, which 
his majesty 'vas lately pleased to entrust 
to us.— ,\s the points in which our answer 
to your letter of the 25th nil. hasinot ap¬ 
peared to you .snthciently clear and satis- 
fac'toiy, we must again refer you to our 
odicial Note of the 8th of Nov.' last, as 
containing a full and authentic statement 
of what was settled between us and the 
American commissioners, with regard to 
the Impressment of British seamen from 
on board of Arnencan ships. That Note 
was delivered after many fruitless confer¬ 
ences, held for the p^irpose of devising 
j some expedient that might l*econcile the 
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iiitc?c;Us, and pretensions of both nations 
on this iin})orUiit point. But tindln:*’ alter 
much careful consideration of the liillerent 
j)ians proposed to us, tiiat tli(.‘ diflicLiitics 
\vhi('h stood in the way of any fin il and 
pci uiancnt a ljustinent v»ere at that time 
insuniiouniahic, ne \m re conipcllcd to 
rest satisfied with the temporary and im¬ 
perfect ai ranrieineiit, wliicli our Jsolc of 
the 8 th oi’ Nov. promist'd to afioid. We 
ccriainiy ihd not then understand, nor do 
we now understand, that by that Note we 
ph'dt^cd our go\enimcnt to abstain iu fu' 
ture from the practice of inipressing Bri¬ 
tish seamen IVoiii American iiiercliant 
vessel,'.. certainly, howev er, did mean 

to pledge llic, Britisii goAernment to 
make- us cniiecrs observe the utiiu)st 
ca'ilion, model ation, aiul furbi'in-ance in 
tlu' exercise of that praetice ; hut wc ne¬ 
ver eiibcr expres^'Cal or nnplud, that they 
were to desist from taking British seamen 
from Anieru an merchant ships. We far¬ 
ther engaged that our governinei^t would 
he at all times ready to take into its •se¬ 
rious consitleratioii any proposal made to 
it hy the American government, for the 
recovery of deserters from the British 
navy, vvho take refuge in the American 
territory or on hoard of Amiyican shijis, 
without having recourse to^the means 
which are at ]n*esont lesovted to for that 
purpose.—Whatever passed in conversa¬ 
tion was, we conceive, in strict coulbr- 
mity to that Note, and implied no farther 
concession nor forbearance on the p^irt £)f 
G. Britain than extreme caution and mo¬ 
deration in the exercise of tlu* right, 
which alone, without any discontinuance, 
much less renunciation of the practice, we 
expressed our* confident hope would be 
.sulficient to prevent such inconveniences 
and outrages as the American comitiis- 
sioners represented and contended had 
frequently arisen from it. We have, &c.* 
Vassall Holland. Auckland. 

Ko. VI.—Letter from Messi^s. Monroe 
and Pinckney to Mr. Secretary Can¬ 
ning, dated Oct. 18th, 1807. 

Sir; Uu our interview of yesterday, you 
requested that wc would explain the 
ground of the opinion which is expressed 
in our letter of July 24—that the occasion 
which ilfduced the British commissioners 
to pre.scnt to us the Note, of the 31st Dec. 
preceding had ceased to exist. W'e hasten 
to comply with that request, as w^e sliall 
do, to give an explanation of any other 
passage in that letter which you may de¬ 
sire, We were pf opinion at the time 


wlvmi the British commissioners presented 
to us tiiut paper, that the decn e of the 
governm('nt/)f France, to whki^ it relalcd, ‘ 
ought not to he considerfy[l applicable to 
the I'm ted States, becau.se such a* con- 
structiriii was |•lainIy repugnant to the 
treaty subsisting betw ecn the United States 
and Franc e; and likewi se, because the 
decree might be understocid to relate only 
to France and the dominions subject to 
hbr arms. \\b\ alluded however, in our 
letter* of July tie* ‘2 ttli, to circumstances 
which havl occurred sinc e* thcj date of the 
decree, as fixing unecp'ivoeally an inter¬ 
pretation of il, who h we at first supposed 
to bij reasonable.—Great anxiely having 
been t'xcited by a dilleient cen^lruetion, 
which m-iny belic AXi the decree, to be sus¬ 
ceptible of, the niinislc-r of the United 
Slate.s ai Paris rccjuc’sted ol’ the minister of 
marine, who was charged wdlh its e.Xecu- 
tion, an explanation of ilie sense in which 
it was understood by his government, who 
a.ssured him, that it was not intended that 
il should in any degree interfere with the 
provisions of the treaty of JSOO between 
the United States and France.—We relied 
also upon the fact, not only that no coun¬ 
tenance had beem given by any practice 
or judicial decision in France to a different 
euiistriKtlon, hut liiat the practice was in 
prei'isr, c<>iifc)rmily with the view above 
suggestcul ; and tlVat in a cause in wdiich 
the quest inn had been brought into dis¬ 
cussion* the court had sanctioned the con¬ 
clusion that the treaty betwe^en the two 
natioiiiB was to be exactly fulfilled, and 
that the decree w^as to be so construed as 
not to infringe it.—We think it proper to 
confine ourselves to the c xplnnation w hich 
yon have desired, of the passage alluded 
to in our former letter, mid not to enter in 
this cojnnumication in any other respect 
on the subject of ihe jiaper with which it 
is connected. \\'c liaM*, &c. 

James Monroe. William Pinckney, 
No. — Li tter from Mr. Secretary 
Caryiing to Me.sf^r.s. Monroe and Pinck¬ 
ney, dated Oct. !?2d, 1S07. 
(hmtiemen; The considerations which 
have hitherto suspended our commuiyqa- 
tion on the subject of the treaty returned 
from America, having ceased by the ter¬ 
mination of the discussion between Mr. 
Monroe and myself, respecting the en¬ 
counter betw’een the Leopard ^nd the 
Chesapeake, I have now the honour jto 
transmit to you the answ^er which I have 
been commanded by his majesty to return 
to your note of the 24th July, l^Have, &c. 
* Geoege*Canninc, 
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No. Vill. —Note from Mr. Secretary 
Canrxiiit^- to Messrs. Monroe and 
PincJtt'.’py, dated Oct. 22d, 1807.- 
Th^ uiiJersi^ced, his majesty^s ])rin(‘i- 
pal secretary of state for i[jDreigri aflairs, in 
' returning an answer to the official note 
with which Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney 
have accompanied their communication of 
the copy of the treaty which has been rent 
back unratified from America, is coin- 
nuuided, in'the first place, to inform tlie 
American commissioners, that his majesty 
cannot proi’ess himself to he satisfied that 
the American government has taken any 
such eflectual steps, with respect to the 
decree ol'France, by which the whole of 
his majestydominions arc declared to he 
in a state of blockade, as to do away the 
ground of that reservation which w’as con¬ 
tained in the note delivered by Pis maj/s 
commissioners at the time of life signafuic 
of ,the treaty ; but that, reserving to him¬ 
self the right of taking, in consequence of 
, that decree, and of the omission of any 
effectual interposition, on the part of neu¬ 
tral nations, to obtain its revocation, such 
measures of retaliation as his niajcsty 
might judge e>:pcdicnt, it was neverthe¬ 
less'the desire and determination of Ins 
majesty, if that treaty had been snnctioiK'd 
by the ratification of the president of the 
Drilled States, to have ratified it, on his 
fnaje^ty's part, and to have given the 
fullest cfU'ct to all its stipnlations.,—Some 
of the considerations upon which the re¬ 
fusal of the president of the United States 
!to ratify the treaty is founded arc Stuch as 
can be matter (jf discussion only betwc i n 
the Am*erican government and its cfun- 
rai.ssioners; since it is not for his majesty 
to inquire, whether in the conduct of tins 
negotiation the ebminissionera of the U. 
States have failed to .conform tlu'inselves 
in imy respect to the instructions of their 
government.^— In order to determine the 
course which his m^'esty lias to pursue in 
the present stage ot the" transaction, it i.s 
sufficient that the treaty was cr^isidered, 
by tliosc w ho signed it, as a complete and 
perfect instrument.—No engagements w ere 
ieniered into, on the part of his majesty, 
^ connected with the treaty, except sucli 
pk^ttppear upon the face of it. Whatever 
Encouragement may have been given b^y 
ills cbmttiissioners to the hope 

exjprdwd by the commissioners of the 
that disctissions m ight there - 
, entertained wu’th respect to ini- 

of British stoamen for mej-chanl^ 
be understood to tiave 
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in view the renewal of such discussions, 
not as forming any part of the treaty then 
signed, (as the American commissioners 
ajifjiear to have been instructed to assume) ' 
but separately, and at some subsequent 
jicriod more favourable to their successful 
termination.—But the alterations jiroposcd 
hy the president of the United Slates in 
the body of the treaty thus formerly con¬ 
cluded, aj)pear to require more particular 
observation. — The undersigned is com¬ 
manded distinctly to protest against a 
practice altogether unusual in the political 
transactions of States; liy which the Ame¬ 
rican goiernnicnt assumes to itself the 
privilege of revising and a hearing agree¬ 
ments rniK hided, and signed, on its be¬ 
half, by its agents duly authori>;ed for that 
purpose; of retaining so niucdi of those 
agrtenienb as may be favourable to its 
oivn views, and of njecting such sti()ula- 
tions, or such parts of stipulations, as are 
conceived to lie not suhiciently benelicial 
to Amanca.—If the American government 
ha?i a right to t'^cfrcise such a revision, an 
equal right cannot he denied to others. 
And it is obvious, that the ado[)tioii of 
>U(‘h a practice by both j^arties to a treaty, 
would tend to render negotiation indefinite, 
and settlement hopeless ; or rather to su- 
pc'rsede altogether the in-actu e of negotia¬ 
tion through authorized comiiiissioners; 
and to make every article of a conqiacl 
between stale and state the subject ol re- 
jK iited referenre, and of endless discus¬ 
sion,—The alteration of particular articles 
in a treaty, after the whole has been care¬ 
fully adjusted and arranged, must nei es- 
sarily open the whole to renewed tleliljc- 
ration. Ilie dc mancis ol one l>arty are not 
to be c'onvulefed as absolin«(*, and thi’ con- 
ct'ssions of tile other as uiu-onditional. 
Wtial ^may have breii give ri, on tlie one 
^h uid, in considertilion ol‘ advantage to be, 
derived, in return, from accompanying 
stipulations, might have been reluscd, if 
thcKso Sti|>nlations had been less favour¬ 
able; and must nec(-*ssarlly hewithdrawn, 
if they are changed.—It cannot/be ad¬ 
mitted, that ‘any gove rnme nt sluyald hold 
those witli whom it treats to ulhthat has 
been granted by them in its favour, relax¬ 
ing at the same time, on its part,.theM*eci- 
procal conditions tor which its own faith 
has been engag<*d ; or that, after having 
oi)tairied by negotiation a knowdedge of 
the utmost extent of concession to which 
the other contracting party is prepared to 
consent in the concluyon of a treaty, it 
should require yet further concetjsiort^ 
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without equivjileiit, as the price of its rati- 
fioiition.—The undersiprued is therefore 
coinmaiided to apprize the American coin- 
misMoiiers, that ulthoup^h'his majesty will 
he all times ready to listen to any sugges¬ 
tions fur arranging, in an amicable and ad¬ 
vantageous maimer, the respective interests 
of the two countries, the proposal of the 
president of the United tS(atcs ior jiroceed- 
ing to negotiate aiunv, upon tlie basis of a 
treaty already solemnly eonelu(l(*d and 
.signed, is a proposal holly iuadmlssihle. 
And his majesty has therefore no option, 
under the pre«>eiit cin'umstances of tliis 
transaction, inil to juajuieste in the refusal 
of the president ol‘ tlu; United States to 
ratify the treaty signed on the .‘jlst of 
Dec. 1806. The undersigned, Sslc. 

OiioROL Canning. 


HOUSE or rOJMMONS. 

I'uesday, Fdrmury 10 . 

Mfoiation of Russia and Au^^thia.] 
Mr. IVliitbrcad rf*se, pursuant to riotid*, 
to move for eertain Papers, which there 
was a necessity for having before the 
house, jirevious to (he discussion A>hich he 
intended to introduce on Monday sehi- 
night. All Ihc'.e ]japers were so obvious¬ 
ly necessarv to come to a right under-* 
sianding on the subjec t of the propriety' 
or improprK'ty of the conduct of miriis^ 
ters, relative to the proHered Mediation 
of Rii*ua, and Austria, aurf he was so 
inucli at a loss to conceive any inconv^mi. 
enee that ( ouid result Irom their produc¬ 
tion, that unless he Inid received intimation 
that some of the motions would not he 
acceded to, he AAOiihl Ui>t liave thought 
that, in (lie present uistence, there was any 
oceasivu wfialever for his eiitering ujion 
the ijuesiion \d all. Rut, as the matter 
stood, he should be wauling in hi.s duty to 
the house and to the puhlre, if he did not 
sa\ something in support of the argument 
so ablv maintained the other night, tliat^ 
publicity was the essence of tlie British 
constituyon; and that parliament had a 
right tol all for, and demand; all informa¬ 
tion wliiJh it was consistent with the pub¬ 
lic .safely to give. Publicity might in¬ 
deed‘be I'lnphalically termed the essence 
of the iTritish constitution, and to with¬ 
hold important information was therefore 
a violation of its most essential principl^j. 
—Having said this much generally, he 
would now advert to the particular object 
which he had in^ view> in the motions 
which he was now about to submit to 


the house. Ministers, after the vafiouii 
transactions in which they had been en¬ 
gaged last siiqiiner, had laid iip<^i the ta¬ 
ble notes, dispatches, and <yctracts of dis¬ 
patches, explanatory of their Conchict. 
These he considci^d deficient, and his de¬ 
sign was to call upon them to supply the 
chasm which they had left. His first mo¬ 
tion y^as for Copies and Extracts of Dis¬ 
patches from the secretary of state for 
foi^ign afi'airs to pur ministers at Vienna 
rolativt? to the proffered Mediation of 
Austria.'* As lie understood that thiis 
was to he granted, he would say nothing 
further upon that point. The second, h'e 
considered as of paramount /importance. 
It was for the Substance of any commu¬ 
nication made by liis majesty’s minister 
at the court of Petersburgh, to his majes¬ 
ty’s priiKupal secretary ot state for foreign 
afiairs, pf a tonvensation held between the 
emjieror of Russia and lord Hutchinson, 
on the 23rd of Aug. 1807, relative to the 
Treaty of Peace concluded by Russia, an^ 
the ofier made by that potver to mediate a 
peace between (». Ihitain and France."— 
When he had given notu e of this motion 
on a former day, the right hon. secretary 
had said, that he thought it improper to 
lay before the house any communication 
of an accredited minister with a foreign 
sovereign. After that, hr must give up in 
despair all liope of convincing him that 
tliis document ought to be granted. But 
as his colleague, tne right hon. the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchetpier, had modified that 
opinion, and said, that he did not go quite 
to the extent of the right hon. secretary, he 
would address himself to him, in t!»e nope 
that he would not be altogether so inac¬ 
cessible to the reasons Avhicli*hc might be 
able to urge for the prtvluctiori of these 
papers. But, addresdng a few wo^^s, 
however, in the first place, to the right 
hon. secretary, he said, that one would 
think, from what the right hon. gent, had 
stated, tl^it the communication of a c6n- 
versatioii^of a minister with a sovereign, 
was a thing which had never happened*^ 
The right hon. gent, thought tl^it policy 
compelled our ministers to hold con|e- 
rcnccs with .sovereigns, on account of the 
system to that eflect introduced by the 
^^rcnch ambassadors, wdth whom it was 
necessary that the British, ambassadors 
should be on equality; and this he made 
an excuse for concealment upon the point 
of delicacy to these sovereigns. Hp spoke 
in high terms of the British amba^dor 
%cing compelled to stand in the anti-room 
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and witness the conduct of the French 
ambassador beanling the sovereign! By 
that the ri^t hon. gent, meant, perhaps, 
to insinuate, that our rninis’ters^ ought to 
copy the example of the French, and 
claim an eq^ual privilege on that head. 
With this spirit he might, perhaps, think 
that our ministers ought not to remain at 
the court. Now, he would ask him, whe¬ 
ther our ministers had been required to 
proceed in this maiinev? lie believed 
he could not be so indiscreet as‘to say 
so. Fie insinuated that it was a breach of 
duty ni an accredited minister, to mention 
the conversations he might have had with 
a sovereign. This was not the case in all 
circumstances; but, at any rate, the noble 
lord (Hutchiu'^ion) was not an accredited 
minister; but a most distinguished indivi¬ 
dual-—a hero, in this age of European he¬ 
roes—one who was renownetkall qver the 
w^orld for his military talents, and no less 
, celebrated for hi^ high sense of honour, 
than lor his skill in his [>roll:v\sion. Ouc 
who, as a private individual, maintain¬ 
ed a communication with the emperor 
of Russia, wiiii the knowledge of our 
accredited miivster. 'ilie conven/alion 
which be held with tiie emperor on 
the 23d of Aug. was wtdl known at the 
time, and had been com eyed to this coun¬ 
try in a dispatch from lord G. L. Gower. 

It had, he knew, been communicated to 
lord G, L. Gower, with the iiitiuitiou of 
being sent to our ministers. Why, then, 
should it not be communicated to the 
bouse ? It was already known to all, and 
W’hy should the house of commons remain 
withouti the knowledge of it in a regular 
and authentic form. The ompiTor, con¬ 
fiding in the* judgment and integrity of 
the distinguished individual alluded to, 
asl^ed him whether, considering tlie situa¬ 
tion of affairs, peace *bughl not tu be con- 
eluded ? That noble lord asserted that it 
ought.* The emperor then said, that he 
had offered his mediation for a pjjacc with 
Englanil, stating, at the same bme, that 
frorii what he knew, peace inigh* be con¬ 
cluded on honourable terms. Was not 
this document necessary, in order to 
enable the house to form its judgment ? 
Was there any thing indiscreet in the 
communication made on this subject ? 

---the noble lord was preventenl by no ob- 
whatever of duty or of expedien- 
to conceal the conversation. It wa? 
done rashly. He knew well wliat 
Sght to be concealed and what not. 
here were some parts of tlie ccwtiftArhCirf 
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which he had not detailed, which sfiewcd 
tliat he had weighed the matter weil, and 
withheld what he thought it liujuoj^i r to 
disclose.—The hon, gent, then prc)c('e4cd 
to state instances in which cummunicatious 
of conversations witli sovereigns h;ul lieeii 
laid before the house. Ik* mentioned, 
first, the confidential conversation be¬ 
tween the first consul of France and lord 
Whitworth, which had been nriule public, 
ill his opinion, most indiscr(H*tly. The 
next instance was the communication of 
the public coiifcrtiice of lord Whit¬ 
worth with Buonaparte, the juihlica- 
tion of which he consulercd as niamrest- 
ing a still greater indiscretion, lie also 
adverted to the (lis|)a'.ch of lord Strang- 
ford, wdio ta’ked of taking upon himself 
to forgive the peccadillo of the j-rinc'e 
regent. W here w as the delicacy of the 
right hon. gentleman wdicn he publislied 
this? Il{* might at least have spared the 
hiimhlcd prince this mortification. But 
t!J^■^^*^\as a priuci* w ho was not asliamed 
04 giving Ills conversations to the world — 
he meant the Crown Frim e of I'lenniark, 
who, on Mr. Jatksoifs advening lo the 
aspeiiiy of his language, said, that no 
wanider ii'his reply w as iiiarked by aspe¬ 
rity, wdion such proj)ositions were made to 
him ; who, on our edb r of wliat \vc called 
advantageous terms, replu-d, “ wdiat will 
you give me as a compensation I'or the 
wounded iKuionr of Denmark The 
miiustexs had been very liberal of their 
communications after the death of Mr. 
Pitf, and laid the treaties with Audria, 
8ic. 6 cc. on the table, Iwgc'tlier wdtli a dis- 
paich mentioning the si'iiLiments of prince 
Charles, w^hich, though very [iropcr to he, 
coimmmlcatecl to thi’m, oi^ght not to h;i\a; 
bt( fi ma(h‘ public.—It might, jicrhaps, be 
said, that he went to the extent of claim¬ 
ing all information. But li<* disriaiiind 
any such intention. Whateve r it mighr 
he prejudicial to the interests of llie pub¬ 
lic to pj^'oduce, he did iu)t want ; hut 
when inlormatiou was lefused, merely 
because it would be pn^udicial tp the in¬ 
terests of ministers, he \v<»uld jnitjit to the 
senses ol the house of commons v/lietlu*r it 
ought to be withheld,- It iniglij.be said 
that lie might argue on the papy in.ques- 
tion as a matter ot iiotoriely. ^Wliv, so 
he might, but he thought it more dec o- 
roiis to have it in a rogulur way before the 
h^mse*. Did .such a pa[)cr exist ? If they 
said—no, he should then know wdiat to do. 
If it did exist in an authentic form, the 
Rpuse would decide wlftther it oujght to be 
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rofuKcd.—(^)ii tht'se grounds, he trusted 
the house would decide in favour of his 
motion lor this paper, and that they would 
compel the right hon. gent, opposite to 
produce it. There were other papers for 
which he should suhsetpiently move, and 
to the production of A\hi(Ji lie did nol 
know vAhether any, or what extent of ob¬ 
jection, existed on tiie ])art of his majes¬ 
ty's government. They were as follow ; 

A copy of tile answer that Iiad been 
made by liis majesty's minister, at the 
court of St. Petersbiirgh, to tlie Note from 
gen. Budberg, datetl the 30tli June, 1807 ; 
or any Instructions that he had received 
on that subject, from his majesty's goveni- 
inenl." It was scarcely [los.sible to sup- 
])(>se, that the liritisli amliassadru’ had not 
returned an answer to a Note, containing 
such heavy charges against tlie J5ntisli 
government. If he had not, let it be said 
so y if he had, let the answer l)e protlueed, 
12. A copy of the disj)atchcs liom tlio 
British minister to the court of St. Peters- 
burgh, transmitted to his majesty’s priii- 
< ipal secretary of state for foreign allairs, 
containing a confirmation of the assu¬ 
rances alluded to in Not(‘ from lord (i. 
Ji. (iiANor to gen. Budberg, dated Memol, 
lisih June, 1S()7, referring to a (h‘clara- 
fion made l)y his Ini'pcriul majesty at 
'Jdlsit, t.) tiui British ambassador, that no 
(ireumstaiic es Irul (Kanirriu! to weaken his 
atta( hment to (ireat Britam, satisfied as 
he nas of the honour and lidt lity of his 
Briianmc majesty.'’ 3, A coj>y, or*thc 
suljsiance of any assurances frfuii this 
country, communicated to the court of St. 
Peters!)urgh after the commencement of 
the Russian war, with respect to any di¬ 
version on the'contimuit by G. Jkitain, 
and particularly of the dispeitches coiji- 
inunic.itmg the assurances alluded, to in 
his in'!je*)ty’s Deelavatlon ; assurances, to 
Avhieh liis majesty states, that his Imperial 
majesty hail reeeiveil, and acknowledged 
with apparent confidence and sati^flaction." 

Lord G. L. Goner as as desirous of 
speaking*, to two points, mentioned by the 
. hon. geift. The first was A\nh regard to 
tlie iinsvAkn* which he Avas supposed to 
haA*e sefil to gen. Budberg's Note of the 
30th of Jiiae 1807. Tliat Note contained 
charges of so heavy a nature against the 
British government, that lie had thoughl 
it his duty personally to state, with re¬ 
spect, but at the same with courage, such 
reasons as occurred to him in their justifi¬ 
cation. He had «jone tliis not merely 
from respect tor the character of tlie late 
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adinmistration, but from the principle that, 
whatei'er party differences mi^it exist at 
home, they ought not to influence ihe 
conduct of diplomatic agents at foVeigu 
courts, lie had* therefore put the einiie- 
ror of Russia and his ministers in posses¬ 
sion of the best defence tliat he could at 
the moment «uake. Subset]uently, he had 
received from England tojiies or the cor¬ 
respondence between M. Alopeus and his 
right hon. friend. M. Alopeus's Note 
contained charges similar to those con¬ 
veyed to him in the note from gen. Bud¬ 
berg, with this difference, that M. Alopeus 
entered into a detail from which gen. 
Budberg liad abstained. To M. Alopeus's 
note an elaborate answer had been sent 
by his right hon. friend, AAliich contained 
a most a^le defenro of the conduct of his 
majesty’s lijle goyeriiment. At the first 
conlertuice which he had had with the 
Russian miuistiu* for foreign affairs, after . 
the reception of tliis answer, he had called 
his attention to its contents, but had not 
thought it necessary to add any thing of 
his oAAii. As to any copy which he might 
have sent to England ot the conversation 
enjoyed liy lot’vl flutchiiison Avith the em¬ 
peror of ki, the fact was this : during 
the [)criod that lord Uutcliinson had been 
Avilh the Rus.sian army, he was in the habits 
of constant and familiar intercourse aa ith 
tlie ernperor. It was therefore Avitli great 
satisfact'xAu he found that lord Hutchinson 
A\as induced, from motives'of curiosity, to 
visit St. Petersburgh; for, knowiifg that 
that noble lord avouM have many more 
opportunities of private interviews witb 
the emperor of Russia than ho, in his of¬ 
ficial situation, could ])os.sih!y expect, he 
ilattercd himself that result might be 
highly advantageous to the two coimtrjes. 
Lord 11. had commiltnicated to him con¬ 
fidentially his coiiversatiiai Avith the em¬ 
peror ; but certimly he did not understand 
that tlic noble lord meant this conversation 
to be th^; subject of a public dispatch. 
He had Ideked upon iUas the confidential 
cominunicaiion of a confidential coiwersa- 
lioh. He liud therefore jnclosed it in a 
private letter to his right hon. friend, not 
thinking it proper that the confidential 
conversation of the emperor of Russia witji 
a private individual shotild be entered on 
the records of a public office, 

Mr. Secretary Canning said, the account 
given by his noble friend of the circum- 
st'anccs connected Avith thc two topics to 
which• he had alluded, made it hardly 
ncf^ssary for him to trouble tlic house on 
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these points. The argument of the hon. 
gent, however, ho had made the motion, 
*eemed t^o to this, that i coramunica- 
tiomby a crowfied head to an unaccredited 
agent of another couvtry was equally 
projjer to be produced, as if such commu¬ 
nication had been made to an accredited 
agent. In this respect, he. thought the 
hon. gent, had in some shape abandoned 
the niotio/i of wliich he gave iiotic e y/js- 
terday, and which stood on the J,ouvnals 
of the house. If, however, the hon. gent, 
after the statement of the noble lord had 
driven him from the one argument, should 
be inclined to maintain the other, he must 
contend, not only that communications 
made to accredited agents of this country, 
but even to travellers led to any foreign 
country by euriosity, and by them trans¬ 
mitted in a private letter to a person hold¬ 
ing any oflicial situation in tnis Country, 
w'ere proper evidence to be submitted to 
this house. He expressed his sori'ow, that 
a righthon. gent. (Mr. (rrenville) was not 
present. He might have suggesied to the 
non. mover the proper mode of rendering 
such private letter a good public and oOi- 
cial document. He could have told him 
to what Board to apply for this purpose, 
wdiether to the Admiralty, Victualling, or 
Transport. If he could only have laid his 
hand on some obsolete Note, that right 
hon. gent, would have instructed him how 
to make it official: he would havv put him 
in the proper w^ay to intreat— 

** Oh, let my little Note attendant sail.”— 

Lord G. L. (iowrr had already explained, 
that he*(Mr. C.) had, to the best of his abi¬ 
lity,, vindic.\ted tlie late ministry from the 
charges made against them by the Russian 
government, and had also slated substan- 
titfl reasons why ncilitier the Note nor an¬ 
swer could be produced. He was con-^ 
vinced the hon. mover was satisfied on that 
head, and would not insist on tlie produc¬ 
tion of a paper which might <i^> a great 
deal of injury, merely with a viei.v of mak- 

' ing his own argument a little better or a 
little Worse. Worse, he could assure him, 
after all, would it undoubtedly' be made, 
were the Note produced. By some of the 
hon.other motion?, he scemcd^lo 
ha^itjii vitwv, to ascertain, whether the 
CEiiUM OT tlie country, as administered by 
fate government, had been defended < 
fbe pfeient goverilment. He appeared 

lio think, that enough had not been done 
^ ‘ " ... 

to mamtfyn wb%t 

the late minis|ers. 


When the hon. gent, asked for any as¬ 
surances of iniiltary assistance that ha<l 
been coinmimicated by his majesty’s pre¬ 
sent government, in confirmation of the 
assurances that had been communicated by 
the last government, he supj^osed that he 
alluded to the discussion in that house, in 
which it had been stated by himself (Mr. 
C.) and his colleagues, that on their com¬ 
ing into office, they found the expectations 
of I he allies of (j. Britain of military as¬ 
sistance, raised to a great height, but that 
tliey found no means provided of satisfying 
those expectations. He now repeated, 
tliat those expectations Iiad been stated by 
foreign courts, mojT particularly and witli 
greater [irccislon than the distinct assur¬ 
ances and instructions which he had found 
recorded in the. foreign offii.e, seemed to 
warrant I^ut it was well knonn, that 
witti resjiect to assurances of this nature, 
much passed in personal communications, 
which was not transferred to paper. With 
some •(d' the motions he should comply' 
most willingly^; bta ause tvlu n the papers 
were produced they would show that great 
expectations had been enti rtaineil ot Bri- 
! tish assistance, by the continental powers; 
th( V woulti shew tliat the noble lord to 
wdiose authority the gentlemen fipposite 
w(*re so fond of refern and for whose 
authority on imlitaiy .su]qect>, anti on sub- 
jects conufctod w'ith Ins situation, he en¬ 
tertained the liigliest resp< ( ♦ ;—that lord 
Hutchinson had distitu rly staled to th(‘ 
Vniij'K'VOv (jf Rns^ia ami to i he king of Prus¬ 
sia, tint h^^ kmnv his government intended 
to make a continental diversion in their 
i'avour; that he was authorised to make 
them the strongest aasuraiKci (tu tins sub- 
]e<‘t, allhoiudi lu' Could not particularii^it! 
th(’ point at w hi< h the diversion w^as to be 
efiiuM/'d. liy sonic ot the papers it would 
appear, that at the commenrement of the 
late war lietween l^nissia and I’rnm'e, dis- 
patrlii^s had bet n s( nt to the t omts of bt. 
Peteisbm'gh and Siotkholm, <‘alling loud I v 
on those [»owers to make the greatest ex¬ 
ertions, and to march an army to th^* as- 
sistam e of ‘Prussia. He did unit mean to 
contend that that exhortation jvas a dis¬ 
tinct and paiti'. iilar pledge on thv part of 
(r. Britain, but s'uvly (r. Britain had no 
right to rc<piir(! such exertions, unless she 
imjaiit />oud fuk to imply that she w^ould 
■bear her sliare in them. After tin? call hovv- 
evi^r, a great interval eiajised witliout any 
specific promi-ie of assistance on our part, 
and the whole cfurcj^jjoiidcnce betiveen 
Russia and G. Britain consisted of upplica- 


y5y the present minis 
b«!ea dqne by 
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tion^ and reproaches from the former. 
The court of Petersburgh was unquestion¬ 
ably entitled to suppo^^e that they would 
receive support from this country, eltlier 
by military diversion or by pecuniary 
assistance ; they had neither. A proposal 
made by Russia to negotiate in tlii^ coun¬ 
try a loan for six millions had been re¬ 
fused. lie did not state this as attaching 
blame to the late ministers, for he fairly 
alloAved that the negotiation of such a loan 
must, in elfect, after the experience wliich 
this country had had, he considered as en¬ 
tailing a great risk, if not ultimately a 
burden, on us. But, there \ras a ^^ule dif¬ 
ference between refusing that loan and 
doing nothing. We might have declined 
making so coiisideralilc an exerti(m with¬ 
out disajipointing Russia, by leaving her 
altogether without help. Had >^e agreed 
to raise 4 - millions, or 3 millions, or 2 mil¬ 
lions (for which of course provisuin must 
have been made as for a subsidy), we 
.should at least have gratitit-d the feelings 
of his imperial majesty; but of sucji an in- 
tention on tfie part ol tin; late gov enmiT nt 
no trace, existed in the record ’, of the fo¬ 
reign othce. This complete refusal \vas 
the more censurable, as no powin* on the 
continent iuul been so lutihu Mily faithful 
to its peenniary cngageinents as Russia. 
When the Avaiits of the Russian army w ere 
lSo j>ressing, towards the hitter end of 
the last campaign, lonl Hutchinson, in the 
sound exercise of the discretion with w hicii 
be was investeil, had advanced the misera¬ 
ble sum of :i0,000/. to relieve them /rofii 
theirembarrassmeiUs. Since the war be¬ 
tween the tw’o countries that money had 
been repaid. Witli respect to the charge 
brought by the Russian government against 
tiic late administration of this coimtiy, for 
dhsturbiiig their commerce by unnecessary 
detentions, the ])re'.eiit administration bad 
refuted it in the I’ace of Europe, with as 
mucli anxiety and d(‘cision asif it had been 
preferred against tlieinselves. Though he 
thought it liad been suiliciently refuted, 
he had no ohjeclion to the laudable desire 
expressed,by the hou. gent, of v indicating 
his friends by the production of pajicrs on 
the subject. The hon. gent, was (lesirous 
to ohtaiil the dispatches from this country, 
containing those assurances of support and 
co-operjuion, which it was stated in his 
majesty’s declaration, that * bis imperial 
majesty had received and acknowledged^ 
with am)arent confidence and satisfac¬ 
tion.^ The hon. gent, implied, that m 
that passage of hi| majesty’s Declaration, 
V 01. X. 
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a distinction was metmt studiously to be 
takcp, between the last and tht; pr.'sent 
administration; and that the assurances 
referred to, .as having ^givea ws^jich lively 
satisfaction to his imperial majesty, were 
the assurances of the present aomufisira- 
tion alone, I’lie hon. gent, was misUiken: 
the Decimation referred to the. assuraiices 
comiiiunicatecl toibissia in i^Iarch, by lord 
Hu^cliinsou,’from the last government, as 
well as to those comm uni cate,d in April from 
tfio present go\*u'ninent. Ibnv could his- 
jiiajesfy’s ministers more failly'defend the 
conduct of lh(iir preueces’mrs, than by 
iheir identifying lhai conduct w ith their 
own } (_)n the accusations by Ru.s.sla, of 

our inlen iqiliog h -r commerce, of oi ;* 
witliholding from hci ])ceuuiary and mili¬ 
tary aid; as tlio>c accusations Wvi’c stated 
in the Russian Declaration, lie did not see 
that tlierc w’as any thing that would ft* de- 
hcifuiU ill die iiifonnation, wdii^ h would 
he produced by tlu‘ lion, gent.’s motions. 
.But, I here w’us ii specific charge brouLht 
by Russia agaiii'^t this country, nam-.ly, 
the l’b\|Jedition to Alexandria, v\h ('h thn 
hon, gont.^s mot ions w'ould no^ sufiivui ntiy 
elucidate. In the correspond'; net* of his 
majesty’s ex sling go\a*niimni wiih ihe 
courtofSt. Petersburgh (»^ ilhmit -my iv liu*- 
imce to their private npnvlon), thar expe¬ 
dition had been diefen It'd n * nn-t iv i cua, 
on the ground that ih»' w^-r wfJi 'rmki'v 
had been r.ntlort'ikcn by tins (xumt.y mi 
Russian iiis^gi tion, 'md for Ruvaan ob- 
jM'ts. *That m llie c< ui”e of ihal ex¬ 
pedition, it w -s (liver.ed from a j'oint 
whore It would huvi* b*^* u) s’.icce* d’.i!, to 
X jioint where b emdr! n{tt, w i-; ;i j-art 
of the, sunjeer wef'ch could nut* |)(. en¬ 
tered into >v:th mmuienc'^'^ in hi^ m oes- 
ty’.s Declaration, in ninvi'fg t’o' the cor- 
respondv-nec respectaig^he oiler oi'media¬ 
tion beUvetn <iveat jiiitan and Jr^K’o, 
made by Aiisiria, the hop. gent. tli''nght 
tliat the chasm which (wi'-t'd i'nun the 
month of April to the mo'-th of Nov. in 
the olficiul no!e> h.etwixn prince 8tarhiE‘m- 
berg imj the Ihilish seciofary of 
an extraordinary ou^. It was easily to 
be accounted for. 1 ho pi oposal of media¬ 
tion was made in A[)r:h vvhfle the cym- 
paign on the continent was proteeding,^ 
and before Prussia and Austria had made 
a se,pai‘ate peace. Under,tliosc circumr- 
stances, it wus cheerfully accepted liy this 
countiy, subject only to the condiiion that 
we must not be ejspected to depart from 
our good faith with other powers. 'Mr. 
Adair was then at .Vienna, but it was a 
• 2 ^ 

% ' • 
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matter of general kno^vledge, that when 
a,Vnegotiation was carrying on between 
two courts, that the correspondence trom 
the court \^ere the negoUatv)n -was car¬ 
rying on, to the piini»tf r at the other court, 
consi.sfed only of a transmission of the 
oihcial documents; lest a cross negotia¬ 
tion should be produced. l/)rd Pembroke 
soon after that time, was a])poiiited the 
British minister at Vienna, ifad his lord¬ 
ship ibund the terms of mediation accept¬ 
ed by the ©iher ])Owers, he would have 
communicated that acceptance to his go- 
verimieiit at home; but his voyage and 
journey had been so delayed by unfavour¬ 
able circumstdtices, that he did not arrive at 
Vienna, until the latter end of June. A 
few h(mrs afterwards the fatal news of the 
battle of Friedland reached that capital; 
and of course no more was heard of 
Austrian mediation ; nor had government 
received any other political comnvmica- 
tion of importance from the continent, un¬ 
til that odor (at the desire of France) 
which was then on the table. 

Mr. Ponsonbj/ felt a good deal of as¬ 
tonishment at the conduct of the right 
hon. gent, who had just sat down. His 
observations seemed all to be stated from 
the question, rather than to the question, 
and to have been prepared more in con¬ 
templation of an accusation against the 
late ministers, than to have presented 
tltemselves on the motion of his hon. 
friend. First, the late ministers were cul- 
pjvblc in having held out assurances, or 
exciting hopes of co-operation to the 
continental powers. Again, they were 
w rong in not granting a subsidy under the 
description of a loan. In one point he 
was perfectly ready to agree wulh the 
right hon. geitt. that it would be highly 
improper, that any communication should 
' be ipade which could at all go to adect 
any districts, the inhabitants of which 
were now subject to the emperor of the 
Freiu h. He w as certain his hoii. friend 
would agree with him iii think^g, that 
nothing could be so wrong a% to put 
the French in possefsioii of any infoniia- 
tion w hich could enable them to wreak 
they vengeance on persons in this unfor¬ 
tunate predicament. But, the right liou. 
gent, said the communications made by 
the emperor of Russia to lord Hutchinson 
cannot be produced, because they are 
He believed there never was an 
^itance of a enmmed head making any 
hut verbal communications to those 
were in his coiitidence. Did the 
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right hon. gent, expect that the enij^eror 
should have sent, or delivered, a dispatch 
to loul H. ? lie would wish to know, how¬ 
ever, why the communication had been 
made to lord 11. but that he might impart 
it to his government ? Why it had been 
by him communicated to our ambassador 
but for the same, reason? And why the 
ambassador had thought it of such conse¬ 
quence as again to communicate it to the 
secretary of state for foreign allairs ? li 
W'as said however, that this last commu- 
meatum was made by a private letter. 
He did not ask for the private letter, but 
for the genuine purport of the comniuni- 
catiou. When the chief of a government, 
olK ring to ns his mediation, condescended 
to communicate on that subject with a na¬ 
tive of this country, and that communica¬ 
tion was traiismitled to our oflicial servants 
at home, was not the house entitled to 
know that such mediation was not impro- 
videiitly slighted.^ As to the right hou. 
gcnt.\s observations on a memhm* of this 
liouse, Jjut not now present (]Mr. (iren- 
villc) that was all a joke ; the obser^atioll 
was below him. At least it was below 
the house to listen to it. He, the king’s 
minister, received from the king’s am¬ 
bassador, and for the people of this king¬ 
dom, a letter, the very essence and (jiia- 
I lily of w'hich proved it to be of a jmblic 
and important nature. Did the right 
hon. gentleman deny it w as so ? Ihd he 
I allege 'that his friend lord H. L. Gower 
1 had sitteu down to write him a letter of 
plcMijuro ; that he had entertained him 
with an account of a concert or dance ; 
tiiat it contained an account of all the 
beautiful ladies of St. Petersburgh; or 
that it was a letter facetious and entertain¬ 
ing? lie could say nonsuch thing.— 
Would tlie noble lord stand up ancf say 
j thal it w as a private correspondence by one 
indivh (ual, not connected with the king’s 
.service, to anc>tluT individual not connect¬ 
ed with the king’s ser\ice, and on a subject 
not coii)U!4'i(ai with the king’s service ? On 
the contrary, would lie not say, that it con¬ 
tained commimicaiions from the emperor 
oi* Russia on the subject of hii mediation 
between this country and France ? How 
the letter was addressed to the rj^t hon. 
gent. W'as of little conscquencei its‘con¬ 
tents must shew whether it was m rts na¬ 
ture public or private. He should siup- 
p 4 >.se that tlie right hon. gent, were tp ne 
impeached for neglecting a favourable 
opportunity of concluding a peace, and 
j that he should say tie indeed tn^rfectiy 
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»vrafe of the fact, buUthat he did not chuse 
to treat because the communication vvliich 
had been made to him was of a private 
nature, to which he did not think himself 
entitled in his public capacity to attend. 
Would that be esteemed a sufTicient vin¬ 
dication of his conduct ? Would it not be 
said to him, ' It is not sufficient for you to 
allege that the information you had was 
private ; you knew well it was authen¬ 
tic If lord H. was once the confidential 
agent of this country, and the emperor 
cl lose to send for him, and communicate 
his intentions to him, was it nut the same 
as ii*he had done so to the accredited agent 
of this country for the time, and he had 
again made the communication to our am¬ 
bassador? Was not lord H. to be entitled 
to the same degree of belief as if he had 
been the accredited agent of this country ? 
Had the letter been in a dlllercnt form, 
still it could have contained no more than 
it now did ; and if these contents were 
important, llierc was no reason \vhy the 
form of the letter should prevent the stib- 
stance of it from coming before the house. 
The house had a right to know what it 
contam(*(l. As to the other papers con¬ 
nected with this subject, to tlie production 
ol’uhieh the right hon. gent, sanl he had 
no objection, what would they enable the 
bouse to do, farther than just to form a 
conjecture of the tone, frame, and temper 
of mind which iictuated the emperor 
of Russia in the mediation in question, as 
to winch the letter alluded to would,have 
atlbrdcd a complete proof? Tlie right hon. 
gent, refused to the house the thing itself, 
but he granted them something else, ' 
which would enable them tto form a con¬ 
jecture as to wjiat w^as refused them. 

Mr. Secretary Canning rose to state his 
i f gret that the right hon. gciii. w ho liad 
last addressed the house, shoulJl liave 
shewn himself totally ignorant of the (jues- . 
tion before the house. He had discus¬ 
sed the propriety of giving all the informa¬ 
tion reejuired, while the question now be¬ 
fore the house w'as, the propriety of grant¬ 
ing information on the proposed Media¬ 
tion of Austria alone. 

Mr. M‘lda?7i called the right hon. secre¬ 
tary .to ^rder ; but, at the remonstrance 
of the Speaker, sat dowm. 

Mr. Ponsonb^ said, he had onlv taken 
the right hon. gent, at his worJ. The 
right hon. secretary had said, nothing 
could be given of information to the house 
on the subject of Austria; be w'as, tliere- 
forc, disinclined to^attempt to tix the atten- 
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tion of the house on nothing—a subject on 
which, however, the right hon. gent, could 
display his .abilities : he, uKb)rtiinately, 
never found himself so <nuch at Jiomo. 
—first motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. WhithreaH begged leave to alter his 
second motion,. \ry substituting ' the Sub¬ 
stance* for ‘ a C'Opy’ ol' the coinmunica' 
tioij from bird Hutchinson. 

Mr. Secretary opposed the mo¬ 

tion in its aincniled from, l}ecause the sub¬ 
stitution of the wrord * subsiauue’ for ^ copy,* 
in no way chang<*d the iru'rit.s of tlie ques¬ 
tion. He begged to be uiulcr.stood as 
putting the individual merits of lord 
Hutchinson wdiolly a.^ide. He profes.scd 
to have a high respect for the ( baracterof 
that noble person; but contended tluit tlie 
question ought to be discussed without 
any regard whatever to his cliaractcr. 
Wher^ a person was delegated l)y the 
crowui to represent it at a foreign court, he 
conceived it to be invariably nnvint, that 
the interests of the country were confided 
solely to this individual, and that all com¬ 
munications of a ])ublic nature, in as far 
as they tended to influence the conduct of 
the government at home, ought to come 
through this channel. If it .should be ar- 
ued, that the communication, for the pro- 
uction of which the lum. gent, had now' 
moved, came through this channel, still 
he would maintain, that an ainbas.sadov at 
a foreign court had a ili.scretionary power 
of judging w hat communications he should 
transmit to his government in a puVilic 
and official shape, and what be might 
I think proper to make in a private and 
confidential manner. To the 'latter of 
these descriptions, the cominimicatiou al¬ 
luded to by the hon. gent, belonged ; and 
on that account he dUl nof judge it a fit 
paper to be jirodur^d. If the boo. ^cnt. 
imagined that this w'as tlie only ini^ianee in 
W'hich accounts of conversati oils which 
certain iiulividuals had held with the em¬ 
peror o*iKussia, and of which his majesty’s 
govorniveut WTre in possession, he w^as 
under a great mistake. H<^ wms in posses¬ 
sion of iniinitcs of conversations wliich other 
persons, lor wdiom be had us much res^>ect 
as for the noble lord, had hold with that 
sovereign, and the purport of which was 
certainly very dillerent [a cry of hoar! 
hear! from the opposition bench]. The 
hon. gent, might refuse to rely on such 
conversations; bu> he w’as etjually entitlcojl 
to refuse his coufidenoe in that in w’hich 
^ they trusted ; and llie simple fact vva^;, that 
his majesty’s government did ryil fiiid it- 
I *2 a 
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self, under all tlio circiunsfanccs, warpnt- 
ed in cbaiigiui/; the line of policy which 
they hud ^iopied, and werq determined 
to pursMf^, in ^Joiisequence of lord H.’s 
connhuiiic ation. lie deprecated extreme¬ 
ly the |)n\seiit motion, Aot only because 
it vviLS eal( ulated for the invidious purpose 
ol' cr< atint( inisunderstaiidin^s, but because 
he (ojiscientiousiy believed that if^the 
prcsf ii't inolicn \\as agreed to, it would 
cvninleuaiicc the idea that if any RritiVh 
traveiler [loud cries of hear! l«*ar!'J hap¬ 
pened accidentally, from aliability of man¬ 
ner,s, or any f»ther cause, to recommend 
himself at a foreign court, so as to have 
frequent opportunities of communicating 
in private Aviili the prince, he might in¬ 
stitute a ero^s concspondence, calculated 
to shake tlic confeh iu e of the governinerU 
of his own counti V in the comnumi<‘ations 
whicli it leceirec! from irs accfcdiited 
agent, lie might, for eKamph^ put a pos¬ 
sible case, ^Ahich he stak;fl smijdy as pos¬ 
sible, from having read the history of for- 
, mer times—should a young man (he would 
not say oomieLted with any party, for 
partie4 nere iisjt supposed to exist), but 
should a young man while abroad on his 
travels, liap[jen, ac(’!(l(:iit:t!!y, to go to a 
i'oreign C{)urt wliiie an im]>ortant and ddi- 
ccitc uegoc iation m a-) ponding between that 
coirt and his own, should he insinuate 
liimself into the conh 'ence of that court, 
an»l in his coniinuniea'ions %\ idi his frieml> 
at home, give inloniiation direct!)^the ro¬ 
ver-^e ol' that traiKsnuttctl by the k;ng\s 
plenipotentiary, and by these means per¬ 
plex the councils of mim.^ters, and intro¬ 
duce ceflifusiou into the measures of go¬ 
vernment,—it would be a natural elfect of 
that principle for wliich the hoii. gent 
contciuled in his |)vcscnt m(lion. It would, 
he »iii»ended, be recurring to the system 
of double diplomacy, which had been 
acted upon in the reign of L<juis XIV. 
when some young man was generally sent 
along with Uie accredited repriyentative 
of the sovereign to foreign courts, who 
insinuated himself ^nto the confidence of 
the priiua, the, niinisU ., or the mistress of 
thuminister, and who was employed as a 
check iipoii the eonespondence of the am¬ 
bassador, a system which he w^as con¬ 
vinced the house w ould not be of opinion 
as proper to adopt, in conducting the aiiairs 
of tills country, 

M i\ l^onwtfhi/ replied, that the right hon. 
gent, hud allcdged, tlint the motion of liis 
hon. friend was cahMilated to pr<'dnce 
C;v.>v9ferbng-i [Mr. (buining said across the* 
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table, that he had applied the word A’oss, 
not to feelings, hut to correspondence]; 
well, said Mr. P. a misunderstanding 
betw'cen tw'o noble persons. This, he 
was sure, wiis an insinuation to which the 
iiouse would not listen for a moment. But, 
was the right hon. gent, serious when he 
talked ol* putting aside the character of 
lord Ilutcliinson, and if lie did this because 
it happened to suit his purpose, did ho 
suppose that he would ac()uicsce in the 
utum[)t so to do ? For this ho must have 
the consent of Uvo parties, and certainly 
he never wmuld have his. IJe might waive 
the consideration of the noble lorifs cha¬ 
racter for bimself, but he should not do so 
for him. Nor would he admit the puerile 
comparison w hich he liad thought proper 
to institute between that noble person, 
and any young rnaii who iniglit be abroad 
on liih {ra\els. The communicntioii now 
moved for, was considered of sullicicni iiii- 
porLiiu e to be transmitted by his inai(,sty'.s 
ambassador to his government, and as it 
WMs necessary to enable the house to 
judge t)f the conduct of government, he 
could not see upon what groimJs it could 
be reasonably w ithheld. 

Dr. Laurence expressed his sniqulze, that 
the right hon. gent, should have repre¬ 
sented the motion of his lion, friend, as 
niu ie for the invidious puqjose of creating 
misunderstanding, at the same time that 
he himself introduced an a'lusioii into his 
sjicec h to an affair wdiich d.ad liappt ned 
niany years ago, at which time inquiry was 
challenged into all the cin umstances, and 
in which a gentleman was implicaleil, who 
‘>ince that time had held an olheial hitua- 
tion umliT his majesty's giivcrnment, and 
from whom the right hon. gent, himself, 
he heiio\e<l, could not withhold the tribute 
of his approbation. At the \ery time too, 
that hb professed to iliscuss the (jueslion 
•upon its general merits, he had substituted 
for the character of lord liutcliinson, that 
of a youi^ man w ho was a ( rt allon of his 
own fancy. If the riglit Ikui. geiit.'s ar¬ 
gument had any meaning at all, it was an 
attempt to quibble aw'ay the constitution 
his country; for he maintained, that if 
his doctrine of the cdiligiition of .secrecy 
was admitted to its full extent it ^ruujd be 
in the power of any minister, hyta private 
understanding with a foreign agent, to 
Ijeep the public completely in the dark 
respecting the whole foreign relations of 
the empire. It would be sufficient ior a 
foreign minister, in correspouding wdth the 
secretary of state, merely to begin his 
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cli'?palch with ^ clear sir," or ^ dear Can¬ 
ning/ entirely to cielbat all inquiry. He 
continided, that there was no analogy 
wliatcvcr between the case in i]uestion, 
and tht‘ double diplomacy of Louis XIV. 
heewnse the communication to which it 
refeirt'd wns transmitted l)y th(i accredite d 
agent of government; and he put the 
right hon. gent, in niitul, that it was only 
i\n\v called liir in consequenre of tlie sys¬ 
tem of irnsreprescntation, which he had 
been the hrst to introduce into debate by 
reading partial extracls from documents, 
lor the pm pose of giving more ellett to a 
bi illiant sjieech. 

Sir 7’. l\n'ton contended that all prcce- 
di lUswen* agiiinst the prodmdionoi" jiapcrs 
lel.itmg to conlidential conversations with 
vf>ve»( igns. lie coininended the resistance 
imale by tin' sriretary oi' .state in the pre¬ 
sent lost.mem ituasoiily by a reserve of 
tin- kind that (he dispositions of sovereigns 
a*id their ministers, to hold confidential 
comniiinii ations with us, could be ])re- 
sei\ed. He w as ready to vote for tfie [Uio- 
dm Won of all pajieis necessary to the justl- 
fieation c»f tlie late ministers, i'roin the 
i li.ti ;i s preferied against them throughout 
the country - but lie would not consent to 
rl'c prcKluciinn of any papers, not in them- 
>e!\(propt r to be produced .ind c alh tl for, 
only from mere party motives. IK* pro¬ 
fessed a great personal esteem lov tlie noble 
lord, wlio wa^ piirlitailarly iriteresteAl in 
the priidnct ion of tlie paper jn’ineipally ai- 
ludcvl to, and he therefore l.mhMited thy 
mona that th(‘ noble ioi d laid uisidusell as 
iimeh <'s lie bad done. 

INir. Wlidhrcad hop< d, notw'ltb'itanding 
the geiu ia! cry of i|uestion, that the liouse 
woitK'I permit liyn to make one or two ob- 
s'O'vadons, in reply to wint had falhm 
lioin t li(M)ther side. The right hon. sec?e- 
mrv,with his n.^ual ingenuity, had con- 
tils t\l to favour the lioine with two speeches 
upon the .-ame subjta’t ; but had, W'hether 
bom iledgn or inadvertency, w;holly do¬ 
pant ed 111 his second sjieech from the line 
of argumi lit adoiJied in his first; at one 
time a |»a};cr called for wms objected to as 
unotfieial ; and at another, the substance 
of .hat ,j)aper was refused, because the 
source of the. intelligence was not at that 
time; duly accredited. The right hon, 
ijent. set out wath reepuring to be under¬ 
stood as speaking to the general principle^ 
and tlien ]noceeded to stale the parti- 
cailar case of Mr. Adair. This was cer¬ 
tainly a very curious way of .speaking to 
a general principle? without any reference 


to uidividuaLs. The right bon. gent, had 
talked a good deal on the con/usion that 
would arise in the public business, froip 
the consecpienccs of a doul)le diplomacy ; 
and had taken great pains to impress hpon 
the house the inetining of cross-dispatche.s, 
by the pantomiinical gesture oforo.s.sing his 
finger.s—(a laugh), lie Avas resolvqj^, it 
appeared, to* take his stand by the ac¬ 
credited, and the accredited only. He 
would not look ^it- lord Hutchinson, but 
the gemeral principle; and in the .same 
breath, the right iionourable .secretary, 
spoke of Lngiisli travellers pas-ing through 
any contiiieutal court, ^e. Jiow wa.s ho 
to understand tlie riglit honourable .secre¬ 
tary ? Did be mean to say, that bird IL 
was intToly in an ordinary etiavacter? Was 
Ills lorfbhip to be ceii^ideii d merely as 
one of the licadles.s, gay, young travellers 
that, o^ca.'.i'^n i’ly sojourn at a eonrinontal 
court; wdioselntelbgence must have been as 
unim])ortan( as li\s observations were su¬ 
perficial ? It was not a trilling liimiliar 
communication ot court scandal i’roin any of 
the bufl(){>ns or piira.'.i estliat flutter about 
the person of the mliiisier, the mistress, or 
the crowned head, that was deiiianded- 
What he a.^ked for wms tint information 
which the right hon. gent, in his cipacity 
as linelgn minister, rcfciYcd from our ac¬ 
credited minister at the court ul' Ru'^sia, 
hi. ti. L. (iowi r. And uluit wms tlie avow¬ 
ed .sovuA'e of that inlbiinntion ceimnuiri- 
cated by the iiohle. loid, t<» tlie right hon, 
gent.? No less a sonree than lonl lluteli- 
inson, w'ho had .it th.u tlnia but just cea.^cJ 
to be an aecrcdltrd inini.stcr himself. 
What had been the charicter of lord Il."« 
mission ? Had he not the eonlidence of 
the IVn.ssian court to .such a'degree, that 
he felt hiinsolf warranted in advancing on 
the part of this country, 30,000/. forjthe 
inimciliatc .service oT the Rus.aan army ? 
Ami yet the}'' were to be told, that his 
lordship was to be loooked upon, in dis¬ 
cussing die present ([uestion, merely iu 
the light*ofan ordinary iMiglish traveller; 
if so, he would ask thi^noble lord why ho 
thought it cx[)edlcnt to lay such streSvS 
upon the communication made to him Jjy 
lonl H. as to forward it with his other 
dispatehe.s to the foreign minister of thiit 
country? If he did not so forward it on 
account of the individual, he must liave 
forwarded it from a just consideration of 
its importance.. Bit); this importance was 
coupled with no necessity of seergey, or 
mysterioUsS apprehension of disclosure: 

Snd why not, tlien> give it to the house and 

» » 
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to the country ? TIic question of the pro¬ 
priety impropriety of ministers reject¬ 
ing the proilered mediation of Russia 
might depeiuj^ upon that information. 
And’yct, in answer to a demand for such 
information, they were fold foi'sooth, that 
it was most important to be sure, both in 
its m n nature and in reference to a great 
question of continental policy, but that, 
mifortunately, though it had flawed through 
the customary channel of^uccredited agen¬ 
cy, it had not sprung from it; for that 
lord 11. happened not at that time to be 
accredited, and therefore that this infor¬ 
mation, however otherwivse desirable, must 
be withheld, rather than the etiquette 
diplomatique should be violated. But, it 
seemed, an hon. baronet IkkI done him tlie 
favour of imputing the j)rehcnt motion to 
patty motives ; the hon. baronet was ra¬ 
ther unfortunate in his selection, fqr rvit of 
the nine there was not one less liable to 
the imputation, than that alluded to by 
the hon, baronet ; for, it did happen that 
on that very que;^"ion relative to the Hus¬ 
sion oiler of mediation between this coun¬ 
try and France, he and his right hon. 
friends did not so entirely agree as on the 
other 8ul)jects. The hon. baronet had 
commented upon his inability to preserve 
the gravity of his countenance, during a 
certain part of his speech. He (Mr. W.) 
could not avoid smiling, when the hon. 
baronet hud said that be wbuld vote for 
the productjon of those papers h he 
knew ministers had already acceded to 
the production of; and according as minis¬ 
ters assented or resisted, it w^as not difli- 
cult to divine the vote of the hon. baronet. 
In a word, he asked for information; ho 
asked for otficial documents of the last 
importance, and, to the production of 
which no objection of secresy or confi¬ 
dence was set up—it was public property, 
and as such he demanded it. He feared 
that its intelligence would but serve to 
confirm what at a future day be should 
have to bring before the hous^ that his 
majesty's present •ministers were guilty 
of a fatal error in rejecting the proffer of 
Bilssian mediation. He wished before he 
sat down, to a&k the noble lord,'Whrihcr 
there was not some error, probably of print¬ 
ing, in the dates of some of his dispatches ? 
There were three, for instance, dated 2nd 
Sept, though it was. evident from the tenor, 
that all could not hjive been written on 
t)fe same day. There were two more 
wed the 9th Sept, in which the same in* 

, l^onsiatency appeared. ^ • 

1 “' ' • • 


Lord (7. L. Ooiver said the first df the 
three notes now dated the 2d Sept, was 
written on the 1st, but by an error of the 
secretciry dated as the others. Of the two 
under the date of the i)th, one was written 
on that day, and the other on the IPth. 
This date was altered in printing. Ihe 
assurances alluded to in the Note of 28tli 
June, addressed to gen. Bud berg, were 
given in a private conference by the em¬ 
peror of Russia at Tilsit, in W'hich his Impe¬ 
rial majesty assured him (Id. G. L. Gower), 
that nothing that had happened should 
alter his friendly disposition and attach¬ 
ment to linghiiid, sati.^fied as he was of the 
fidelity and justice of the principles of hi.s 
Britannic maj.—Mr. Whitbread then wit h- 
drow his fust motion; the sCcrond, calling 
for Extracts from lord G. L. Gower’s Dis¬ 
patch. containing the assurances referred 
to in his Note to INI. dc Ihidherg, 2sth 
Juno, was nci^jilived ; the one for Eo[)ies 
of all assniJiMces of co-operation given 
the courts of Russia and Stnckliolm, was 
acceded to, uilh some niodificalion, as 
were all the olheis. 

Papers relating to Military 

Co-OPBKATION ON TUR CONTINENT.] 
The following arc Copies of the Papeis 
presented to tlio liouse of commons in pur* 
suance of Ibe above motion: viz. 

PAPERS. 

Relating to Milit vry Co-opera¬ 
tion ON the Continent. 

No. 1.—Dispatch from vise. Ilowirk to 
* • Ch. Stuart esq. his niajeMv's minister 
plcnipoteidiar)’ at the court of St. Pc- 
tersburiih, dated Downing Street, 
Oct. 2Sth, l-SOt)’. 

Sir; 'Phe accouiUs of the unfortunate 
o|)ening of the Prussian'campaign have 
b<;en received liere. The most powerful 
and the most immediate succours are he- 
come indispcn'^nble for the supjmrt of tliat 
govennnent, and if the Russian armies 
should nut jet have moved, you will use 
the nu>»t* pressing instances to the court of 
St. PeJersburgh, to give orders for their 
advancing ujthoui a nioineuts defay. 

Howick. 

No. II.—Dispatch from vi.se. IJowick to 
the hon. Henry Pierre]>oint, his ma¬ 
jesty's envoy extraordinary«and mini¬ 
ster plenipotentiary at the court of 
Stockholm, dated Downing Street, 
Oct. 28lh, 1806. 

Sir, The melancholy accounts of tlie 
first events of the war between Prussia and 
France, and of the ufli'oriunate Battle of 
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the IJtlh inst. have been received here. 
The effect of these disasters wfjiild indeed 
be must fatal, if it should induce the ueigh- 
bouritig powers from a despair of main¬ 
taining a successful resistance to the power 
of France, to endeavour to purchase their 
security by submission; a policy which the 
history of all countries that have pursued 
it, lias proved never yet to have been ef¬ 
fectual to its purpose.—Tile common dan¬ 
ger which is now become so much more 
imminent than at any former period, has 
animated his majesty with an increased 
conviction of the necessity of using his 
most powerful efforts to avert it; and you 
will conliuue, in pursuance of your former 
Instructions, to urge the court of Stock¬ 
holm to the most effectual application of 
all its forces in aid of the continental war, 
which its own security as well as the gene¬ 
ral interest now so imperiously requires. 

Howick. 

No. 111.—E\tract of a Dispatch from 
viscount Howick to Chas. Stuart es(j. 
dated Downing Street, Nov. 4tl'i, I 
1806. 

It is indeed a matter of the deepest re¬ 
gie! that the war between Prussia and 
Franco should have commenced under such 
circuinslaiices as to preclude the co-opera¬ 
tion and assistance of those powers who 
might have been disposed to join against 
the common enemy. Uad^ r the ]Mesenl 
uncertainty, whether the disastrous events 
which have allendetl the commen<*cinent of 
hostilities, may not have compcHed Prussia* 
to submit to such terms as the Freucli may 
impose, nothing can be added to your for¬ 
mer Instructions; but you will continue to 
give the most positive assurances to the 
court of St. Pele^sburgli of the steady de- 
tcrinination of liis unijesty to resist, 4o 
the utmost of his power, all pretensions 
injiirions to the honour of his crown, and 
incou'jistent with the genetal interests of 
Europe. The increase* of the damper will 
anmiaie his iiuijesty to iucieased exertions 
for the sake of the common cause, and dis¬ 
pose iiinf more than ever, to cultivate the 
, good understanding wiiich so happily sub¬ 
sists between the king itud the eiii{>tTor of 
Russia, and which presents tlie only hope 
for the preservation of the liberties of 
mankind. 

No. IV.—Extracts of a Dispatch from, 
Charles Stuart esq. to viset. Howick, 
dated M. Petersburgb, Nov. 4tb, 1S(>6. 
•^Received Dec. Ist. 

General Budberg* in the eourse of the. 


conversation which took place this day, re- 
prescrlted to me the inconvenience and the 
difficulty of impeding the payment of the 
troops stationed beyond the frontiers, as 
highly unfavourable to the efforts ot* this 
country, and tokP* me that he had already 
consulted with the minister of finance re¬ 
specting the possibility of raising a Rusiian 
loan in Englabd to a considerable amount. 
His exc, requested me to stale if I thought 
his* majesty's government would be dispo»^ 
cd to ebcourage and facilitate the under¬ 
taking] I replied, that although G. Britain 
had sufficiently proved a desire to forward 
every measure connected with the common 
cause, it was impossible for me to give a 
satisfactory answer, unless I knew the 
amount of the security, and terms upon 
which it is proposed to raise the sum re¬ 
quired. Baron Bud berg assured me be 
had hitkerto*so little considered the subject, 
that it was impossible to reply to these 
questions, though he begged I would men¬ 
tion the wish as ex)>resse(i on his part, 
to the king’s government; observing, when 
1 mentioned the circumstances respecting 
the former Austrian Loan, that the present 
proposition differed widely from that of 
the court of Vienna, because il h not the 
intention of the emperor to demand a 
subsidy. 

No. V.«^Note from Baron Nicolay, 
Charge d’Affaires from his majesty the 
emperor of Russia at this court, to 
viscount Howick, dated 5tli Now 

m)6, 

Barou Nicohy presents respects to lord 
Howick, and has the honour to transmit to 
to his exc. a copy of a dispatch which he 
has just received from his court. He ac¬ 
quits himself at the sanip 
der which it contains, to inform his 
the secretary of slate, “ that his majesty 
•the emperor, not having made any prohi- 
bittoQ with regard to the commercial rela¬ 
tions between Russia and France, each in¬ 
dividual ^f the Russian nation has the 
right of freighting vessels for the port of 
France, and of importing its merchandize.*^ 
—Baron Nicolay flatters himself that tUs 
new declaration, if indeed it were still ne¬ 
cessary after the frequent communicatioiis 
which he has already had tlie honour to 
make to his estc. upon the same subject^ 
will contribute to accelerate the restitution 
of the Russian property detained here, on 
account of which baron Nicolay has had 
the honour of addressing himself to lord 
lllowkit on the 22nd uh. He epabraces 
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' Ihb apportimity to intreit f»is exc. to be so trade is liable to confiscation, unless they 
good as to enable him to return an a'nswer liavc the express licence and permission of 
4d liis court, upon the different subjects, their own sovereign to cary it on. Tliis 
Mftiich lie had tlie honour to submit to lord rule has been ap))lied hitherto by the Bri- 
Howick tit the same time, and particularly fisli government equally to its own subjects, 
upon that wiiich relates*' to the imperial and to those of its ally, presuming that 
gynuitisiiimat Volhynia,an(l be is anxious to Russia would do the same; and it being 
rene^v to his lordship the secretary of state uncertain wliether any or what pcrinrssion 
the assurance of Iiis most high considera- bail been granted to the subjects of llussia 
tion. I>ondon, 24th October (.'dh Novem- to cany on a trade with the enemy,Russian 
ber,)l80(>! r ships coming from the enemy’s ports Jiave 

(liiclosure referred to in No. V.) been detained by the British crui/eis.—It 

Sir; 111 ])ursuance of what 1 wrote to you ajijicariiig, however, from the Iwron dt? 
on the mil instant, res]iecting the claims Nicolay’s note of the ()th instant, that the 
of the merchants filouhoff, Keimund and subjerfs of Russia are excepted fiom tlie 
company, it will be necessary for me to operation of this gcuenil principle, by the 
speak furtlier to ym on a subject, upon declaration) that his imperial majesty hixl 
which I have just received iuslnictious, and not thought proper to iiiteidict Ihe corn- 
relative to wliieh ym also will equally liave morcial relations subsisting between Rus- 
to explain yourself to the English govern- sia and Fraace, and considered his subjects 
ment, for the piir|K»se of removing fyery as authorized, under ibis permission, to 
prefeM which could be resorkd to for the freight vessels for tite ports of France, and 
purpose of retarding tlie decision of those to bring back merchandize in return, im- 
proceediiigs. The court of adminiliy in mediii/e ordecs will be given for the jcleasc 
London, lequiring tliat the Russian iner- oY all Russian sliips wliiclj have been 
chants siionld give some proof of the trade brought into the British ports, and wliicli 
with France Jiaving been allowed tliern, appear to have becivfreighteil with articles 
during tIte rupture. iM^tieeen the two coun- of an innocent nnture.—All articles of a 
tries, yon will represent to the British go- contrary description, and iwrticularly naval 
vemment, that Iiis majesty the emperor not stores, the Itritish government feels coufi- 
having made any pridiibilion with regard to dent that it could never be I he intention of 
this point, rach individual of the Russian the emperor of Russia to sufier his subjects, 
nation has the ridil of freighting vessels in the present war, to transport to the ports 
for the ports of Franco, and of ifnporling of France. In a war in which those two 
its tncrchnndize, especially as dunng the powers are engaged as allies, it never could 
whole course of ihe late events the com- a}e*w'isc or just lor either to suffer die enemy 
inercial relations between the two powers to be supplied with those means of offence 
' have not been interrupted, winch is proved which could only be directed agaiust then 
bjr the residence of the respective agents common interests.—I’lie mideisigned,tlieio- 
and consuls.* 1 am, A. Pk BronERG. fore, at the same lime iliat he is cOinmimd- 
No. VI.—Nojp from viscount Hovvick ed to expre‘*s Jhs maje.st/s readiness to af- 
^ to baron ' Nicolay, dated Downing fvnl all reasonable facilities to the sid>jecls 
Street, Nov. K^h, 1S0(). of Russia, in canying on a trade with the 

The undersigned Io.hI no lime in referring* enemy in innocent articles, (so long a.s such 
to the king’s advocate the Scvetal represen- trade shall be ronlinued to be siinctioned 
lations made by baroif Nkolav, with re- by his imperial majesty), i.s also in^lrnticd 
aspect to liie Russian vessels tracing to the to rcq«e*st, that an cxprc.NS inlerdiclion may 
enemas polls, wlficii had been detained be issued by the Rii.ssian government, 
and brought into the ports of G. Britain, against sending naval stores to 'the ports 
The answers were only received this morn- of the enemy, as by furnishing such sup- 
ing, and are transmitted herewith.—The plies, the greatest injury inu^t necessarily 
undersigned has already, in his |>erso!ml in- be occasioned to the coiimion^ cause in 
ferviow with baron Nicolay, explmnerl to which thetw'o |>owers are so hapfhly united, 
him the principle ujion vvliich llie.se vessels —Willi respect to the fiarticular cases re- 
bave detained.—By the general law ,presented in baron Nicolay s notes of tlic 

all commercial intercourse be- 22 of October, the undersigned refers him 
belligerent states is interdicted by to the accompanying report from the king’s 
jftie very rmture and existence of war ; and advoade. The undersigneds How ick.. 
pro^yenj of persons engaged in sueh^a No. VII,—Ex tract" of a Pispwtck 
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^ Charles Stuarr, esq. to viscount How- j 
dated St. Petersburgli, November i 
igth, 180(>. 

I have not ceased to press general Bud- 
berg to comiiiunicdle to me, such details 
respecting the loan whicli it is proposed to 
be raised in Engiand on account ot‘ the 
Russian government, as may enable his 
majesty s ministers early to decide whether 
it would be possible to comply with the 
wishes of the court of St. Petersburg!!. 
Ill a conversation which took place yester¬ 
day his exe. in Ionised me that he had 
spoken with the minister of finance, and it 
is calculated that six, or it’ possible seven mil¬ 
lions sterling will be the amount of the sum 
which they desiie to raise by this melliod; 
that the capital shall bear an interest of five 
per cent, secured in whatever manner may 
be deemed most eligible, tliougli be said 
that the Russian customs will, he hopes, be 
deemed an adequate security in case the 
proposition should be encouraged in Eng¬ 
land-—His exc. did not stale llie*terni or 
the mode of repayment, but said, he wo’iild 
very shortly send a messenger to England 
with further parlicidars, and suggested that 
some person versed in financial atfairs 
should be aulhorisjed to settle the further 
detaiIsS with this government. Though the 
amount of the sum may jierhaps appear 
considerable, I must observe that the cus¬ 
toms ofter full security for the regular pay¬ 
ment of the interest. 

No. 8,--Extract of a dispatch from 
Charles Stuart, esq. to vise. HcA\iA, 
dated St. Petcrsbur«b, Nov. 2Slli 1806'. 
—Received Jan. sil, 1807. 

General Biidberg lately told me that his 
imperial majesty had expressly directed him 
to urge tlic^ expediency of partial expedi¬ 
tions on the coast of France and Holliiid, 
for tlic purpose of distracting th® alleii- 
tioii of the enemy, and impeding tiie march 
of the French reserves. 

No. 9«—Dispatch from Charles Stuart, 
esq. to vise, Howick, dated*St. Peters- 
burgli, Nov. 28 II 4 I 806 .—Received 
Jan. 2d, J 8 O 7 . 

My lord, I have the honour to inclose a 
copy of a note I received yesterday from 
gene^rai Bud berg, upon the subject of the 
loan wlsich this government purposes to 
raise in England, together with a copy of 
the answer whicli I thought the most suita¬ 
ble, as the determination whicli may be 
adopted by his majesty's ministers can be 
no way biassed by mere civil assurances 
on my part.—In addition to the particulars 


communicated ih my dispatch, No. f 
have since learned that to insure the repay¬ 
ment of the money at the end of twentv 
years, a Calsse dAniotlisgemenl or sinking 
fund will be established, and an ao'equate 
branch of the Revenue will be set apait lu» 
acciiniulate as soon as the two governineins 
shall have arranged every difficulty,—Gene¬ 
ral ^Biidberg appears desirous that this mat¬ 
ter shall be brought to an early conclusion, 
aihd has repeatedly assured me that tlie 
remittance of specie ratlier than bills will be 
a great convenience to the Russian court, 
lam, Ac. Cm. Stuart. 

(First Inclosure referred to in No. 9*) ’ 

The very critical stale to which the dis¬ 
asters of Prussia liavc reduced the alfairs of 
the good cause, far from abating the ener¬ 
gy with which his imperial majesty is re¬ 
solved to maintaiii it, has caused him to take 
tlicf resolution of eiiij)loyieg all his eftbrls to 
check and repel that torrent, the progress 
of whirli will meet with no further obsta¬ 
cle on the continent, but in the power of 
Russia. The extraordinary expences which 
the vigorous measures in w hich his imperial 
majesty is engaged for tiie support of the 
present war, will impose upon him, re¬ 
quiring sums which cannot at this moment 
be drawn from the resources of Russia w ith 
tiiat promptitude which circumstances de¬ 
mand, liis iui|}erial majesty has charged the 
undersigned lo propose to his Brilannick 
mil jest y’s government, by means of bis 
ministev plenipotentiary, that a loan should 
be opened in England upon the following 
basis: 1 st. The sum to be borrowx‘d is six 

millions of pounds slerling. 2d. Of this 
sum one third shall delivered in gold, 
either in bullion or coinedanother third 
in silver, either in bullion or coined; and 
the oilier in bills of exchange. 3d. If the 
British govcrimioiH^will not iindcrtal^e to 
convey this gold and silver to the ports of 
Russia, the remittance of them may be made 
in England to Messieurs Harman and com¬ 
pany, bikikeis, accredited by the court of 
Russia. * 4lh. The account of the loan 
shall be Lejit in pounds sterling; the pay¬ 
ment of ,tlie capital, as well as of thq in- 
tercsl, shall be made in the same money. 
.5tli. Tlie term of the loan shall be fixed at 
twenty jears, at the same time agreeing that 
Russia, during the first tw^elve years, shall 
have lo repay as much of the capital as the 
balance of her couimcrce and the state of 
her revenue will enable her to discharge; 
and that during the last eight years, the 
remainder of the capital shall be reimbursed 

•as 
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in equal portions. 6'tli, The interest of the 
sums which shall have been delivered in 
Tirtue of the loan, shall be at five per cent, 
per annum, uii<! dintil the said loan sliaiJ 
have been filled up and coniploaled, three 
orfonr periods in the year shall be fixed upon 
for the payment of the interest.—It wouKI 
be very desirable that the imperial treasury 
should receive on account of this loaii^an 
advance 6f one million of pounds sterling;, 
either coined' or in bullion/ u bicli may be 
sent as soon as possible, and before the 
navigation is shut up.—The undersigned, in 
acquitting himself of the duly with which he 
is charged to Mr. Stuart, llalters liinisclf, 
that aware as he is of the niagnitiulc of tlie 
interests which ave to be decided by the ef¬ 
forts of his imperial niajosty, he will tqiprc- 
tiatethe importance of the propositions just 
communicated to him, and that his acknow- 
Icged zeal for the interests of the <{ood tailsc, 
and for the principles upon which the strict 
alliance of the tw'o courts chiefly rests, vNill 
lead him on this occasion to concur in the 
views of the emperor, by making known, as 
soon as possible, to his government, the 
proposals contained in the present commu¬ 
nication. lie seizes this occasion, tSjc. 

A. i)E Budueug. 

(Second Inclosure referred to in No. p) 
The repealed proofs of his Biilannick 
majestv’s attachment to that cause which 
protects the liberties of Eurot)c, are .sufii- 
cienlly notorious, to remove all doubt as to 
his biiK’cre desire to concur in and even to 
anticipate Iht wishes of his only ally in the 
glorious struggle whicli the two powers 
eoBtinne to maintain.—The .sentiments, ex¬ 
pressed in the note of his excellency general 
Buclberg, are •perfectly analogous to the 
invariable piincijdc^ of the British govern- 
'menj., and unless there^exist sciiovis con¬ 
siderations with which* Ihe undersigned is 
unacquainted, he has only to perforin the 
duty of reporting theiH to bis government, 
in order to ensure a favourable result to tiic 
desires announced on the part o^ his im¬ 
perial majesty. Tift undersigned, cVc. 

C. SniAirr. 

No. 10.—Extract of a Di.spivtcli from 
vise. Ilowick to tlieniarq. ol Douglas, 
bis maje&ty’s unilia^sador at the com I 
of St. Pclcrs!>iirg!i, dated Downing 
street, Dec. 4th, iS; lh 
Tlas dispatch 1 hopeniii njul yovsr lord- 
«hip itafe!y airived at Si. Pctc!-!)nr'[:h, and 

E ^ying good bealtii iA'Uy liie h.tigues of 
long a joun’cy at so bad a season.—Mr^ 
layt's t^iejialclies to No. 47 inclusive, wjlh 


the exception of No. 43, which has nof yet 
been received, leave been laid befoijf the 
king.— His iiinjesty lias seen with great 
satisfaction the resolnlion expressed by the 
cabinet of St. Petersburgli, in consequence" 
of tlic accounts which had been received 
there, of the unfortunate battle of the I 4 tli 
Oct. It is by such a spirit alone that the 
affairs of Europe can beretiievcd, and your 
lordship will not fail to express in the most 
emphatic manner, the entire concurrence of 
his majesty in the generous sentiments 
ciilertained by bis imperial ally —These 
assurances I have alieady given to Mr. 
Nicolay, who has made a confidential com¬ 
munication to me, of the r<^nteiits of the 
dispatches received from his court, of the 
same dale as Mr. Stuarts.—Among oilier 
things he is iuslrncted to invite this go- 
verinncnt to a frank and explicit coiiimu- 
iiication of its views with respect to the 
present crisis. To this I could only answer 
generally, there being at this moment no 
qiicstiort of any ])articular military opera¬ 
tion, that I lie same opinion is entertained 
here as at St. Petersburgli, of the necessity 
of combiiietl exertions to revsist the increas¬ 
ing danger, and of a full and uurcseived 
confidence on all }K)iuts connected with the 
interests of the common cause. 

No. 11 .—Extract of a <iispateli from 
Charles Stuait, esq, to vise. Howiek, 
dated St. relersburgli, 18lh December 
ItiOfi. —Received Jan. 2 .'d, I0O7. 

^At court this 11101 mug his imperial ma¬ 
jesty* urged in the strongest terms the cx- 
pedi(‘ncy of a diversion on the enemy in the 
north oi' Europe, by a jiowcrf nl expedition 
to the roasts of France or Holland. 

No. 1 ?.—Extract of dispatch from 
Charles Stuart, exp to vise. Howiek, 
• dated St. PeUrsbuigh, 2(1 Jan. 1807. 
—Received Feh. 6 'lh. 

• I did not fail to press on general Bud- 
herg, the f-entiments of his majesty’s goverii- 
incnl: I (^m however only draw from that 
I minister a rejielition of tlie language 1 for- 
I merly d(?tailed on this subject, uccompanied 
i by a conqilaiiit that the whole of the 
enemy’s forces are directed ag;»inst Russia 
at a inoinent when Great Britain does not 
shew any disposition to diminish the danger, 
by a diversion against France ^ud Hol- 
I land. 

I • No. 13,—ExtraiH of a dispatch from 
i vise. Howiek to the nraiq. of Doug¬ 
las, dated Downing Street, 13lh Jan. 

I807. 

With respect to the loan proposed to be 
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rai^d here for the use of Russia, upon 
U'hioSi I ^ave your lordship reason (o ex¬ 
pect Tyrllier details, I have nolhin" very 
satisfadV^ry to state to yon. The informa¬ 
tion sent to M. Nicolay with a view to the 
acconiplishnient of this oh'pict is very in¬ 
sufficient, at least he professes to have le- 
ceived nothin" more than the mere copy of 
the note sent to me by Mr. Stuart.—It 
must be obvious that this jvaper could not 
furnish that minister with llie auliiority 
which was necessary in so complicated and 
difficult a business. In fact M. Nicolay 
lias met with so many dillicutlies in his 
communications with the monied interest 
in the city, that he lias found no other re¬ 
source than that of applyini? for the pua- 
rantee of this Lmvernment, without which it 
is slated that no loan can he raised for the 
use of Russia, except upon terms cxtrcirely 
disadvantageous to that country.—To this 
proposition, which is not even liinleil at in 
the RuHsiaii note, >our lordship will at once 
see the obvious and iusurmnuulable objec¬ 
tions. It is impossible that his majesty’s 
"overnment slumld make ilself rcsjioiisihle 
f»>r so lar"e a sum as six millions, llu.' 
annual taxalton for the interest of vilhrla, 
ccinbined with any adciprate siiikrii" fund, 
ifitsfiouid uitiuiatoly fall on this coimJry, 
vvoiiid amount to lilile less than 
sterliri". The examples of the AleIrian 
loans are too reeent to alkm any one to 
doubt that a ham llius secured, must in 
cflVcl be considered as a tub idy; pud 
\\i)iiU{ he so rc^aided hv pa»liaiu<‘i*t wcie 
such a proposition brought ioru* rd there. 
—It may indeed he said tlnd l!ie n snusces 
of Russia are "reater lha,i tiiora* of /uisliia. 
and her credu, frOiU the pnnclualily with 
which foimcr loans have l)>'cii discharged, 
belter eslabli'dicd. But Iiereue re¬ 

mark the dilVvicucc between a htan 
lialed with imiividnals, and one bonowitl, 
(for sucli would be Ibe ciroct of the pso- 
posed guarantee) from another slate. In 
the one rase the hope of iaiding future snp- 
lies in the same way musl depend on t!ie 
faith uhich is ohseivodiii tlic engagements 
entered into respecting tliem. \\diere the 
debt Hi to fall on anotber powi^^r, in the event 
of 'any interruption of frieudsliip bed ween 
the tw(T governments, and still more in tlie 
possibility, (I trust very improbable case) 
of an actual rupture between them, the^ie- 
sire of distressing an enemy may be I'elt 
more strongly than the obligations of good 
faith; at the saipe time that the violation 
of that prioeiple is not so certainly pro- 


duclive of future disadvantage.—An iudivi- 
diijil wlio bus 1)0 object but pecuniary 
profit will iiot again trust to promises which 
iune been broken; but il may not un- 
rea.sonably be presumed tlmt as a govern¬ 
ment does iidl contract engagenienls of 
this nature, w it [tout having .some political 
interest oi’ its ovvn involved in them, the 
recurrence’of a similar interest may induce 
it to overlook the failure of former engage- 
\ncnts. In ;uUiilicu) to all this, on a general 
principle of national policy, it would not be 
wise, w'balever may be our reliance on the 
honour, the good faith, and the steady 
friendship of Russia, to implicate ourselves 
in an arrangement, which if our present 
good undeistaiicling sliould at any time 
cease, might enable that power in a moment 
of great difficulty to throw upon us the 
additional burthen of so large an annual 
t;fxatioii, As that w Inch i have already staled. 

-—1 liavc dwelt so mucli at length on the 
reasons whicli must operate conclusively 
against a compliance with this request, in 
order tliat your lordship may be I’ully ap¬ 
prized of tlie propriety of the delerininutioa 
uhich has been adopted, and of t!ie nCces- 
si!y cd’iJs bf cii ste.'Kiily adhered to. Every 
iaciliiy that cm he given to any use Russia 
can make of her own credit, iu this the only 
remaining iuoue\ market iu Europe, will be 
afiorded. !ii 1 )h' negocialion of tlie loan 
fornuaiy raised by tlial power iu Holland, 
siinihtt- diii'icnli i(‘s were experienced, and 
they arc upv1 < ^u)od to have been obviate<l 
by oiilaining the security, for whirli a large 
pii'C was paid, of mcrehauts of well estab- 
I li^'hed credit, such as Alexander Hojie and 
Co. of Amslerdam, and otheis. Tiicie 
seems to he no reason wl»> a similar expe¬ 
dient should not he reported to now, and if 
Ih.e terms should be worse tlinii is to be 
wishei*, this is lu^evil which must To sub- 
ir.iSh'i! to; nor is il loasonabie that, in 
order to luoid thi*^ ditiicnity, the finances of 
liiis country should, after fourteen years of 
1 exertion, be subjected to so 
gi\:ii anaddiliona! burthen.—Thepecuniary 
einbiiiiavsuicnls of the moment, are the 
unavoidable tesuU of ibc present ui\forlu- 
natc shjle of public atiars, and even this 
coimti^ itsell’, great as its credit and its re¬ 
sources are, is not altogether exempt froin 
llicitfc-—In the course of the liis^cussions 
which have taken place on tliis subject, it 
has been suggested that an additional faci¬ 
lity might be afi’orded by some arrangc- 
menl for better securing to the creditors 
|lic receipt of the interest in England ; and 
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an idcft has ocfiirrcd, that bva suppressimr 
of tlie^custonfs on Brilisli merchandize im¬ 
ported into liuss/a, and tJie iinppsition of an 
. eqiifvaieiit cxpori dntj here, this might be 
etfectey; a vscparate account being kept of 
the duties so raised, and tVieir strict appii- 
cadmi carefully provided for, by paying 
over the whole of them as fust as they are 
collected, into the hands of coWiinissio^ers 
or tnisiccs, who might be compelled by 
Jaw faithfully to af)piy thcmhole to those 
purposes only, to which it would be so ap¬ 
propriated. Though it does not seem pro¬ 
bable that the present plan of raising a loan 
will be pursued much farther,it maybe useful 
to make some en(|uiry upon this subject, w ith 
a view to any future demands of the same 
liatme, and to throw out the idea to M. 
Budberg, as one which has been suggested 
by an extreme desire to find some moile 
of facilitating the object which’is in’-vi^w, 
without subjecting this country to sacrifices 
which cannot, in justice, bfe expected from 
her. Your lordship will therefore ondea- 
tour to obtain the most accurate informa¬ 
tion of the amount and sources of the 
Russian reyenuej of the mode of its collec- 
tioUjof the amount of public debl to w hich 
it is pledged, and <>0 what brandies of the 
revenue the payment of such debl aiul the 
interest is secured, and particularly of the 
possibility of any such transfer of duties as 
that which I have above suggested.—The 
arrangement whicli I announced to your 
lordship in my last dispatch for the imme¬ 
diate transmission of 5()0,()t)0/. in specie, on 
account of the late subsidy, has been com¬ 
pleted . The necessary declarations were this 
moroing exchang(>d between M.dc Nicolay 
and me; and tke money will be iminerliately 
shipped for Gott^iburg, on board the 
Quebec frigate. It is Ip be expected that 
Russia may make some*^complaints of what 
may perhaps be considered as an unw illing- 
ness on the part of this government to come 
to her assistance. M. de Nkolay indeed, 
ill a conversation this inorning \4th lord 
Grenville and myself, thew out some hints 
to Uib effect, and even asked if it was no 
longer the intention of this country to make 
common cause with Russia? To this the 
answer is obvious and easy. A refusal to 
comply with a request unreasonable in itself 
and injurious to this country, ought not to 
give rise to any such suspicion.—Your Idp. 
wiH^id no di^culty in pi^oduring abundant 

E fs from the king's past conduct; and 
will repeat, Jn the strongest manner,^ 
Mupnees of his majesty ’s earnest df- * 


sire to contribute to (he utmost of his p^wer 
to the support of an ally, with jpiom, 
whether in peace or war, the king fcnds his 
own inleresl so closely connecled;/ but it is 
not to be supposed that so great antf power¬ 
ful an empire as Russia can fail to find in 
its own resources, abundant means for 
its own defence. Should an inability to do 
this be avowed, it would leave lillle hope of 
success in a uar, the whole burthen of 
whicli must then rest upon England.—His 
iiiaj. has at no time shewn a backwardness 
to second the efforts of the continental 
powers; but the case is not now of an 
auxiliary force which tliis government is 
endeavouring to draw out for purposes of 
offence, and the expences of w hich are to 
be defrayed at a great distance from the 
resources of the jiower which furnislics it. 
—-Russia, attacked on her own frontiers, is 
become a principal in the war, and his maj, 
will be ready to aftbrd her all the succour, 
which ill that chaarcter, she can justly claim, 
and wliith the common interests may re¬ 
quire.—Blit in looking forwaid to a pro¬ 
tracted contest, for which the successes, 
and above all the inveterate enmity of the 
French government, must oblige this coun¬ 
try to provide, his majesty fells it incum¬ 
bent oil him to preserve as much as pos¬ 
sible, the resources to be derived from tlie 
tried affections of his people. Howick. 

No. 14.—Extract of a Dispatch from C. 
Stuart, esq. to vise. Howick, dated St. 

^ Petersbiirgh, Jan. 14lh, I 807 .—Re¬ 
ceived Feb. 27 . 

I must not conceal from your lordship 
that the apparent silence of his majesty-s 
governisient respecting a mililarv diversion 
on the coast of France, has not produced a 
favourable effect on liie opinion either of 
the ciiinisters or the public of this country. 

No. 1J>.—Extract of a Dispatch from Ibe 
• murq. of Douglas, to vise, Howick, 
dated St. Petersbiirgh, Jan.‘ 26 ‘lh 1 SO?. 

Before | conclude, 1 must inform your 
lordship that harou Bud berg complained of 
the situation in which Russia wi)$ now 
placed, being left to combat alone against 
France, without either support on one side 
or diversion on the other. 

No. 16 ’.—Extract of a dispatch from the 
marq. of Douglas to vise. MIowick, 
dated St. Peter.%urgh, Feb. 4lli, 1807 . 

« During this interview general Bud berg 
seized every occasion of complaining of the 
Russians being left without military assist¬ 
ance on the part of Great Britain. An 
attack on any part of tfie coast of France, 
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or cv^tlic alarm of an attack promulgated 
with obitidence, would lend to relieve 
(Uissia fnMii the concentrated forces of the 
French army.—Was any measure of this 
kind to be adopted I am persuaded 1 should 
no longer hear any arguments against the 
ulterior guarantee; not that 1 omitted to 
remind the general tliat aflcr what had 
been done in Italy, and what was ready to 
be done at Constantinople, Gieat Britain 
could never be considered as a negative 
co-adjulor whether in reference to the 
common cause or in reference to her im¬ 
mediate friends and allies. 

No. 17.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
the marq. of Douglas to vise. Howick, 
dated St. Petersburgh, Feb. SlIi, 1807. 

Ilis excellency said, that the court of 
Petersburgli beijig now abandoned to her 
own resources, was entitled to expect sonic 
ellbrts which may divert the attention of 
the French goYeriiment, before they con¬ 
sent to enter into any engagement which is 
likely to create future differences with that 
power upon a subject not immediately in¬ 
teresting to Ilnssia. 

No. 1S.—Extract of a Dispatch from the 
marij. of Donghis to vise. Howick, 
dated St. Petersburgli, Feb. loth, 
IS07,—Received Maicli Slh- 

1 cannot suHiciently express the extreme 
anxiety felt here that some expedition 
shouhi be undertaken by Ci. Britain to di¬ 
vert the general concentration of the 
laench troops from llie banks of the Vis¬ 
tula. • * 

No. 19.—Extract of a Note from gen. 
Bud berg to tlie marq. of Douglas, 
<lated Feb, 1 si, 1807.—Transmitted by 
the marq. of Douglas and received 
March Stb. * 

The undersigned has already had occa¬ 
sion to observe to the ambassador tlicmiar- 
(|uis of Douglas and Clydesdale, that par¬ 
tial and separate expedilions cannot influ¬ 
ence the general operations in an^impres- 
sivc inatiner, and that a vague assurance, 
such as, *\ We shall soon see what England 
will do/' cannot be sufliciently .satisfactory 
in circumstances so imminently critical as 
the presei^. The emperor is therefore de¬ 
sirous .lliat. the British governmeot should 
make known to him with the greatest pos¬ 
sible dciail, the plans which it may have in 
vicw% in order to effect a powerful diversion 
upon one or any of the points of the coasts 
subject to the enemy ; and that in general 
it sliould communicate to his ministry, such 
views and projects, tie execution of which 


it may Judge capable of contributing to the 
success of the common cause. His inipe.* 
rial majesty tlpiiks himself the more jus- 
liflcd in expressing this wisij,,as at all times 
he lias prescribed it as a duty to iiis cS bi- 
net to coinmunicafe to that of his majesty 
the king of Great Britain, every thing that 
might interest it upon this subject, and as, 
in point of fact, the British gorerninent 
has been regularly informed of all the mea¬ 
sures which, in tli^ course of events, have 
been adopted by Russia, and has been ac¬ 
quainted with the forces which she has cm* 
ployed on such points wlierc llieir presence 
has been judged useful to the interests of 
the allied courts. 

No. 20.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
vise. Howick to the marq. of Douglas, 
dated Downing Street, Feb. 20th ] 807. 

With respect to military diversions, your 
exc. iliust at ^>nce have been prepared to 
state to the Russian government the ex¬ 
treme difficulty of any maritime operations 
at the present season. The difficulty and 
danger indeed at all seasons of landing in a 
country such as France, where the means 
exist of collecting, in a short time, a much 
larger force than any that can be sent from 
this country, and from whence there can be 
no secure retreat, must be sufficiently ap*. 
parent. All that can at present be said there¬ 
fore on this head is, (hat if a favourable op¬ 
portunity should arise, his majesty will be 
desirous of exerting his utmost efforts to dis¬ 
tress the enemy upon any })oint which may 
present an advantageous opening to assist 
the general operations of the war. 

No. 21.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
vise, Howick to the marq. of Douglas, 
dated, Downing Street, •March 7tb 
1807. 

I have nothing to to my former 
patches (to w hich I be^ leave to refer your 
excellency) with respect to the renewal of 
the commercial treaty, the proposal of mi¬ 
litary diversions by this country, and the 
.suggestion%f further pecuniary assistance. 

No, 22!“ Extract o^a Dispatch from 
vise. Howick to the marq. of Douglas, 
dated. Downing Street, March lOtJi 
1807. 

The messenger Vick, with your excel¬ 
lency's dispatches, arrived on Sunday last, 
and 1 have it in command from the king to 
^ lose no time in expressing to your excel¬ 
lency the lively satisfaction with which his 
insyesty has received the account of the 
buttle of the Stb ultimo. Your excellency 
will tak£ the earliest opportunity of offer- 
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irtg to the emperor, the kings congratuln- / either os an inducement or a thrift, \uth 
Jions on an ci't*rjt so glorious to tfie Kus- respect to measures with which lips wholly 
sian arms, luicl so advantagepus to the cause iiiicoiinected, and u^hicli must d^i^iid upon 
in which the two sovereigns arc engaged.— considerations of a totally difli[?;ent imlurt'. 
Itis painful to me to pass from this to a —1 have already explained to your excel- 
less pleasing topic; bu\ 1 am under the Irnry the dithcuUies which Iiave hitherto 
necessity of expressing to your excellency prevented any attempt at military diver- 
the increased disappointment and regret sions. Aiiiorcfavourahlescasonisnowaj)- 
which his majesty has experienced inIcaru- proachings and you may assure the Rus¬ 
ing tlmt sp many unforeseen objections are sian minister, that this government is 
Etill urged against the rwievval of the com- sedulously em})loyed in preparing the 
inercial treaty. The proposed extension of means of still more active ro-o)n'ratioii.— 
this treaty for two years, upon the con- 1 hope soon to he able to communicate to 
ditions annexed to this proposal, is by no your excellency something move spccilic 
means satisfactory; nor does there seem on this subject; but the llussian govcrii- 
to be any good reason for not coming to a inent must be aware bow much the force 
definitive arrangement, which his ir.ajesly of which his majesty can dispose forcon- 
is willing to conclude without any alteration linenlial operations is necessarily limited, 
in the terms of the present treaty. Had both by the extent of bis naval exertions 
any new proposal been made on the part of and the necessary support of his distant co- 
his majesty, there might hale bteri some Ionics; and how much tlie diHicully of 
pretence for delay ; but in a case wlierc employing it advantageously is increased 
the interests of the two countries are so hy ti e present situation of the north of 
well understood, and in which experience Germany, viheie his majesty can neither 
has proved the advantage to both, of the look to the junction of his army witli that 
treaty which is now about to expire, his of any ally, to any established magazines to 
majesty, feels himself entitled, uj)on all the enable to advance, nor to tlie posscs- 
grounds ot mutual interest and friendship, sion of any considerable fortress to secure 
to renew his instances with his august ally, its retreat. 

for an immediate compliance with so oqui- No, C 3 .—Dispatcli from vise. Howick lo 

table a projwsal. Though your exceJlcncy Alex.Stralon, esq. bis majestN's envoy 

will urge this in the strongest terms, jou extraordinary and minister plcnipotcn- 

will however consent to the offered exfen- tiary at the court of Sweden, dated 

sion for tw'O years, il being understood Downing Street, Maivh lOlh, I 8 O 7 . 

that the advantages al present enjoyed by , Sir; Your dispatches !mve been received 
the British commerce are to suffer no diiiii- aftd laid before the king.—Though the 
nution, rather than allow the treaty to ex- king of Sweden does not appear lo ha^'o 
pire. I cannot, however, dismiss this sub- renewed with you the question of an ad¬ 
ject without some remark upon the man- dilional subsidy, that subject has been 
ner in this concession, as it is termed, pressed upon me in repeated conversations 

on the part ofj^lussia, is made to depend by Rehausen.—From the commiiiiica- 
upon an immediate^sunmce of a power- tion which lliat minister has made to me 
ful military diversion being made by tliis of the insliuctions he has received from Jiis 
country. The itHinuation conveyed in thi^ court, a good deal of dissatisfaction appears 
pait of the baron de Budberg’s note, is so to be fell iberc al our suf)pt»sed backward- 
little .justified by the former conduct ol ness iii^assisling tlie exertions which the 
this government, that it cann#^ be jias'^ed king of Sweden is willing to make.--There 
-over without notice. It is unnecessary to certainly is no ground for sneli an inipula- 
state the obvious tendency of such language tion. In the instructions of your prcnlc- 
io produce mutual discontent) and excite cessor you will find tliat he was uniformly 
advei'se pretensions, destructive of the liar direrteil to stale the imporlamje which hfs 
m^y and confidence which ought to pre- majesty attaclied to the undcrtlaking of of- 
vail between the two governments. In re- fensive*operations 011 llie side of Pomerania, 
newing your representations, therefore,upon and that he was even authorized to give as- 
^ the necessity of a speedy conclusion of Ihisifc surauces of pecuniary assistance from the 
treaty, whidi your excellency will reuiaik moment the Swedish troops .should have 
y h no l^s advantageous to Rimra than lo passed their own frontier .* But it was add- 
’ England; you will protest agains^ any ed, that belore any (liing could be conclu- 
! -fempt^to make use of it in this m^mer, sively arranged, it was necessary that his 
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Swecli^ majesty should communicate ge- 
Ihis government his plan of ope- 
rations, Sjd more parliciilarly the amount 
of force wfc'^ch it might be in his power to 
employ.—M. de Keljuuseii has urged the 
impossibility of stating in detail all the mea¬ 
sures which it may be necessary to arrange 
will] a vietv to a future campaign. No 
sucb thing however was required. The in¬ 
formation asked for, was only wliat was 
necessary to enable his majesty to judge of 
the general expediency of the measnies 
proposed, with vespert to which it is evi¬ 
dent that Jio satisfactory opinion coidd be 
iornicd williout a knuwierlge of the force 
destine(i to execute tliem, and of the lime 
wlien it wouid be ready to act. Even fin- 
Iber details, when they could be conve¬ 
niently eonnmmirated, bis majesty, con- 
siilering bow largely be is expected to 
contribute bis sujipoit, would have a right 
to expect; and such communication would 
be obviously necessary to enable Ins ma¬ 
jesty to direct any efforts, which on his side 
he might have an o})portuni{y of making, 
to the advanceinenl of Mie common ohjecls 
oflhe two powers.—In^der to come to a 
right understanding u^i this point, yon 
will, with as little delay as possible after 
the receipt of this dLqiatch, request an au- 
dieme of 1 »h Swedish majesty. Von will 
state tlie sincere pleasine with which 
his majesty has ^een the kiiig of Sweden’s 
steady rcMstanee to the eommoii enemj. 
Yon will repeat the o^nnitni already e\^ 
fuessed on the part of tliis govTinnfliJt, 
that a diversion by a SwcdMi foire on the 
side of Pomerania, would he at the pie- 
sent moment of tli** uimo'it nnj>orlai;ce, 
and with ii view to biinging tiu* riib- 
cnssion lo a point, you will rerpiest pai- 
tieular infornralion on the three hdlo^v- 
ing licads :—l. What is the amoiTnt of 
force which the king of Sweden could' 
employ, exilnsive of the garrison of Slral- 
sund '{ In addition to whu h iiifoynation, it 
is desirable to know, where it is now'sta¬ 
tioned, ami bow soon it could be ready to 
ncl ] Lh Whether any, and what addition of 
British troojKs w ould be required ? 3. What 
amount 'subsidy tlie king of Sweden 
would demand in proportion to the imm- 
ber of Troops eiujdoyed ?—Should the 
Swedish goveinmcnl be willing to enter in¬ 
to this fiiscussion, you will slate upon tlk» 
two first points, tliat it does not appear to 
liis majesty that any cfl'eetual operation 
could be underti||;cii witiioui a force 
, amounting at the very least to twenty-five 
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thousand men.—From M. de Rehausen's 
statements to mff it appears that tlie chief 
deficiency of t^c Swedish army is in cavalry. 
This is certainly the description of force 
which his majesty could best spare ffoni 
his own army. If a brigade of dragoons 
would enable his Swedisli majesty to bring 
into the field a force of the amount above 
stateil, proportion 

of cavalry might probably be furnished 
frofn hence.—Wilji regard to the last point, 
viz. thal of subsidy, you will state that bis 
majesty will be disposed to contribute to 
the support of the proposed operation, by 
a subsidy regulated according to the pro¬ 
portion of that which was given to Austria* 
m 1805; but that Ibis proportion cannot 
be exceeded, except as to a sum usually 
furnished as a “ jiremiere niisc cii cain- 
pagiie,” w hich, as soon avS the measures in 
eoul^mplaliifli shall be conclusively agreed 
upon, may be> advanced to the amount of 
two, or at most three, inonlbs subsidy.— 
Having communicated these proposals to 
tlie king of .Sweden, you will request his 
majesty to authorise his ministers to enter 
upon the immediate discussion of them; 
and to prevent tlielossol time,yon will sug¬ 
gest the expediency of sending to tliis coun¬ 
try some ronfidentidl military oibrer^ fully 
instructed upon all the points above-men¬ 
tioned, who might assist Mr. de Rehausen 
in giving iiie necessary exjilanations, and in 
bringing*this business to a prompt termina¬ 
tion.—I know it is unnecessary for me to 
recommend to you ibc uimost diligence in 
the execution of these instructions, and in 
obtaining and transmitting to me the most 
acciiiale information respecting the ))re- 
sent stale and disposition of •the Swedish 
governmeni, and the cjjiidilion and nmii- 
Ijeis of its aimy. ^ IlowxCK. 

No. !:i. - fNliacrof a Dispatch irom 
lord Hulciiinson addiesseil to vise. 
Howick, dalcd Memel, March gih, 
Ij^O*—Received Apiil 18lh, by Mr* 
Seci^ary Canning. 

I have been rejical^ly pressed by the 
Rrnssian government, with whom the Rus- 
.dans hav<> al^.o co-operated, to write, to 
your lordship on the subject of a diversion 
to be made by the British troops, which 
might occupy the French essentially, and 
force them to willidraw a part of their 
troops from tliis quarter. M. de Zaalrow 
made me yesterday a formal proposttionf 
—Marshal Mortier now' blockades Stral- 
^und ^»ilh about twenty thousand men; it 
is therefore proposed that the Brjtish and 



, PAUL. DEBATES^ Fm. 16, IS08.— Papen relating to Militaiy [610 

Swedish troops should in conjunction force" reverse of fortune might endiiiiger Ujrc t*ni- 
tbem to raise that blockade, and fnoving pire itself.—It is the more to me 

on the left bank of the Od^r, threaten the tliat such insinuations should ap|}^r, for a 
communicatiops in the rear of the French moment, to be justified by fact/ because L 
Antfy. They might besiege Stettin which know how little they arc deserved, and how 
is a large place with a ^lall garrison, and different they arc from lliose feelings that 
in a bad state of defence; were it taken, both actuate Ifie govermiieutand the couii- 
the communication with Berlin, the Elbe, try al large. It is for his majesty’s govern- 
and the rest of Germany vVohki be at once iiient to decide what are the objects of 
open.—If ^he French remain in Poland, a their present policy, and what are the 
considerable force acting,in this mannef on means most likely to secure those objects: 
their rear would create the most' serious but I should neglect my duly if I did not 
embarrassments, and probably force them observe, that should no elfoU be made this 
to evacuate Poland, or at least oblige spring by tlie British troops, it is more 
them to detach such a number of troops than probable that tlie above observations 
as would soon leave them inferior to the will recur in full vigour to his imperial 
allies.—Should even the French occupy the majestys mind ; if so, I need not point out 
line of the Oder, this diversion would be of what will be the probable result/ England, 
the greatest imporlancc, as the Itussians I aw aware may secure herself; but I am 
would in that case probably march with the convinced that his majesty’s government 
greater part of their army into Silesia.— feels to iimcli for the honour of the coim- 
This proposed operation would he atlcmb try, and the future hap))ines$ of Europe, to 
ed with little danger, as the British Army romproinise for partial views a prospect 
would always have a retreat upon Slrul- of geiMral and permanent welfare, 
sund open to them, and from thcncc into * No. Qo. — Extract of a Dispatch 
ihe Island of llHgen, from whence they from the niar(juis of Douglas, dated 

might b^e re-embarked. Slralsimd in Saint Petershuigh QJml March ( 3 rd 

summer, is, I believe, a very strong place. April,) 1807 , addressed to viscount Ho* 

—I have informed Monsieur de Zasl- wick.—Ueceixed by Mr. Sec. Can- 

row that I would undoubtedly make the ning, May liSlh. 

pro)[>osition ; that I was coiuiuced the The activity of England I have fre- 
British government meant to make a strong quenlly exjvatialed upon; hut 1 must not 
diversion in favour of the allies, and w'as conceal from your lordship that tiiis court, 
empowered to give them the strongest as- alive to the embarrassments that surround 
surances on that subject; but that I could Iier, is detennined, in spile of every ar- 
not exactly pledge myself as to the quarter gument, to consider no act as directed lo¬ 
in which it w'ould be made. The one now wards theirparticular support, that does not, 
proposed appeared to me to be highly ad- hv occupying a part of the French forces, 
vantageous, and only attended with the or- relieve iier from their concentrated attacks, 
dinary risques of war, as in every event llie No. 27 . — Extract of a Dispatch 
retreat of the troops employed in that ser- from the marfiuis of Douglas, dated 

vice would not Be ap. hazardous one.— • Saint Petersburgh, April 27 th, 1807 ; 
Your lordship will pmbahly receive a com- addressed to vise. Howick.—lleceived 

munication on this subject from baron< by Mr. Sec. Canning, Juno 1 st. 

Jacobi; lord Douglas has also, 1 under- lam thoroughly convinced of the sin- 
stand, written to you on the subject from cere and^honoiirable intentions of the em-" 
Petersburgh. / peror; and yet as it is impossible that 1 

No. 25.—Extract of a Dispatch from the shoulcl be deaf to the murmurs that sur- 
marq. of Douglas, dated Saint Peters- round me,-to the exj)ectation 3 of tlion- 
, burgh, March 1 <)th, 1807,. addressed sands, to the intrigues of a few, all more 
to vise. Howick.—Received by Mr. or less beginning to seek the saiije object; 

Secretary Canning, Ai)ril---so I cannot without some jeal^isy Ipok to 

There is reason to suppose that it has the possible consequences. Siould any 
been forcibly put to the emperor by some diversion however take place on the part 
people here, little partial to England, that ^of G. Britain, or assisted by her troops, 
•Russia is abandoned Jhy her friends; that there is a great probability that in that 
the whole contest is left to her, and that case the emperor, from a point of honour, 

^ tiuil even her intimate ally, G. Britain, ne^- would consider himself bound to act with 
lects to^support her at a crisis when ^ny all possible energy, * 
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House of Lords. 
nursduj/, February 18. ^ 

Elis IN Council.] Lord' Greritille 
k to the expressions containeri in 
the Orders in Council, which stated 
athofigst the reasons for issuing them, that 
the Pranch Decree liad been executed 
w^ith increased rigour, said, that it was 
important the house should be in posses- 
sion'ot' the iiiformaiion on which t!iis as¬ 
sertion was founded, particularly as a 
contrary statement was contained in the 
Note of the American plenipotentiaries, 
which was on tlie table, and as a contrary 
inference was to b'e deduced from those 
circumstancevhich were publicly kriown. 
He did not wish that any secret should be 
revealed^ which it would be dangerous to 
disclose; but, merely tliat the substance 
of such iuforination should be laid on the 
tabic, and w*hich might be disclosed with¬ 
out any danger. He thcrclbre moeod for 
Copies or Extracts of all information re¬ 
ceived by government, previous to the 
1 Ith of Nov, 1807, shewing that tli« French 
government had begun to execute its De¬ 
cree with increased rigour. 

Lord Hatvkcsbujy said, it must be ob- 
%^k)us, that it was scarcely possilile there 
could be any information upon this sub¬ 
ject received from any accredited person, 
or in any otficial shape. The information 
received by ministers, had satisfied tht in 
W'lth respect to the increased rigour exer¬ 
cised by the French government; but it 
might be attended with serious Inconveni¬ 
ence and danger to many persons, vl - 
formation received through the medium 
of commercial houses, or various other 
eources, was to be laid on the table of 
that house. It was besides, lie contended, 
a matter of notoriety from the answers ot' 
M. Regnier, which were mentioned in 
all the ncAyspapers two or three ^ays af¬ 
ter the 18th day of Oct. that Ijie French 
Decree was then executed with increased 
rigour. 

Ea^l Grey was surprised to he;irthc noble 
secret?iry of state contend, that it must be 
obvious it was scarcely possible to have 
any accredited informatioa upon this sub¬ 
ject. He, on the contrary, thoug".it, that 
it was'^^cisely that subject on which if 
thefe any neutral minister remaining, 
or anyTorit^h rhipiiter at a neutral court, 
it tvis likely to receive information from 
accredited persons. He had never under¬ 
stood, that the increased rigour of the 
Frorich government was a matter of noto- 
i1:ei^ ■ prevtbtU' ta isdiing the Orders in 
Vox. X. 
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Council. He pbulii pot conceive, that. • 
thece could be any danger in laying the 
substance of the inf(»rrnation received by ' 
ministers upon the table. 

The Duke of Montf'o^e opposed the mo¬ 
tion, and observed, that it w^ould prevent * 
persons from giving information to go¬ 
vernment, if an example w'as given of 
laying infonnation so obtained upo^ the 
talje of the house. 

Lord Erskine contended, that the objec¬ 
tion of danger •did not apply in this cEtse# 
all that was desired being the date and 
substance of the information received. 
The term, increasixl I 'gour, implied that , 
there had beeii not only a rigour, but af¬ 
terwards an additional rigour, and he 
thought the house ought to be in posses¬ 
sion of the substance of the int'orrnatiou 
which had aullim'ised the use of tins term. 
The Ijord C/ianallor contended, that 
cofnmuni (Siting the date and substance, 
would in many instances as cflectualiyr be¬ 
tray the source trom which such informa¬ 
tion was derived, as if the names of the 
parties liad been given, and might bje pro¬ 
ductive ol* great danger to individuals, and 
prevent government from in future re¬ 
ceiving important infonnation.—^Thc house 
then divided— i 

Contents ... 27 .... ProxicvS 20—47 

Non Contents 28 ....-15—88 

Majority for Id. (henville/s motion-—9. , 
Lisi of the Majority, 


Gloucestei, 

Ellon ho rough, 

Norihlii, 

Laiuicrdale, 

Soni€u.-.ct, 

Selkirk. 

Bed turd, 

1 ro cles. 

•Essex, 

Bute, 

Carlisle, 

Hereford, 

Albemarle, 

'I'hnnct, 

Jersey, 

Bulkefey, 

Speuccr, 

L'lCiUi, 

Cholinondeley, 

fis^ory. 

Cow|)cr, ^ 

Carnarvon, ^ 

St. ViucciJt, 

SJuiftebhury, 

Grey, 

Blaiidlbrd, 

SidniQutli, 

llosblyn, 

St. .Tolin, 

Guil/ord, 

Dai nli^', , 

Buckinghamshire, 

King/ 

»St‘(t\VC!ll, ' 

Somers, 

Mendip, 

Holland, 

Braybrooke, 

Grenville, 

Derby, 

Aucklund, 

Carysfopt, 

Er:»kine, 

fifip, / . 

Moira, 

Soutiiaoipton, 

Hutchinson, 

Foley. 

Restitution op 

THE Danish 

-I^rd SuUnout/fdoMted that the cteiflk 


should read the proclamation issued 
two lords prior to the attack'u|^, . 
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h majesty’ti SeA^a* 
ti«l^. 3(ith documents having been read 
the noble lord said^ that he 
submit to their lordships the mo- 
’^nbf which he had already given notice. 

purport of (hat motion referred to the 
Jtrieniual restoration of the vessels cap- 
%iired at Copenhagen to Denmark; he 
Wuld say, the eventual restoration, for it 
Was possible that circumstance s might arise 
Vhich wonld render such an arrangement 
impracticable. It was not impossible but 
that Denmark might fail “as much under 
the power of France as any of the conti- 
hofital stales, in which case no one would 
think of advising the restoration of the 
Banish navy; for to restore it to Denmark 
Would be to place it at the disposal of 
France. In the proposition which he had 
to make, it w^as far from his intention to 
iiltcifere with that incontrovertible prero- 
^tive of his majesty which placed at his 
disposal all captures; neither \vas*it liis 
Mtention to contravene any expressed opi- 
iBon of that house. Their lordships, by 
(heir vote on the first day of the session, 
had recognized the justice of the measure 
Which placed the navy of Donniaik in the 
pbi^session of this country, and they had 
' Ifti^ticncd and corroborated that decision 
their subsequent vote, that no further 
Jiapcrs vvere necessary. He was not, he 
Would repeat, disposed to contravene these 
determinations. lie was only acting on 
die princfples of his majcsly^s Declara¬ 
tion ; 01,1 the principles of the Protilama- 
V ^on issued by the two noble lords who 
Commanded the expedition against C open- 
,^agen; and on the principles upon wdii(;h 
. ^hinisters ju >tifi(Ml tliut expediti( n, wdien 
he endeavoured to persuade their lordships, 
that the honoor, the character, and the 
interests of this country were involved in 
the eventual restoration of the Danish 
bavy." 'jVecessity and siif-protectioriwere 
th^ gromids upon which the seizure of t he 
fleet of Denmark Avas justified.. The re¬ 
jection of an inadmissible offer was assign¬ 
ed'as the reaspn for destroying thj" capital 
. of tt neutfal^statc. \ye ofiered to take the 
finet in deposit-^an arrangement to which 
die court of Denmark could not possibly 
IfetAf, without compromising its honour, 
vind exposing it^lf to the resentment of 
I^C^ce. To this principle, he conceived, 

.Ifonour bound to adhere. The 

Kbring the Danish navy upon 
ftlfsbthenl of peace, was even 
if fortmjjht after fhe declaration of 
(jf the Ctdlwh Prince. But it 



be argued, that that prihee refiiicd to ra¬ 
tify the capitulation, and that by d dng 
he had precluded himself from any Hvau- 
tages derivable from the proclamstiqh of 
our commanders, or the summonsOpr^vipua 
to the commencement of tlic bombard¬ 
ment. It was certainly true, ihqit that 
high-minded personage had refused to 
ratify the capitulation; but did it appear 
that he acted in any manner to impede it? 
We w«;re, he would contend, bound to act 
upon that prlacij»le upon which we had 
set out, namely, that of taking the Danish 
navy in deposit. To this we were no less 
bound by honour and policy than by the 
strictest interpretation of the law of na¬ 
tions. He would, with the permission of 
their lordships, read to them an extract 
from the ablest writer on that important 
subject, and which, though an extract, had 
nothing he could assure them in it which 
was not Avarranted by the context. Ilia 
lordship here rcatl several passages from 
Grotius, Dc Jure Belli et Pads, tending to 
support his argument. The conduct of 
the,courl of Denmark, he contended, could 
not be considered as hostile. The war 
begc'in from us. Wo left the Crown 
Prince no alternative but that of Avar.— 
There was another reason Avhich nijade 
him anxious that their lordships should 
adopt his motion at present. He had 
learned, that the Danish ships were ordere^d 
to be fitted out for the service of tins coun¬ 
try. Ho AAas anxious to preA^ent ,so preci¬ 
pitate and impolitic a measure. The ships, 
by what he had heard, were quite unqua¬ 
lified,® or at least not qualified in the man¬ 
ner our ships Avere, for the AA^^ar and tear 
of our service. To render them so, Avould 
require an expence which could be ap¬ 
plied, with far greater advantage, to the 
various ships noAV constructing, .or under 
repair in our oavii dock-yards. But even if 
the Danish ships wTre in a s^te fit to pro- 
c\3ed upon any service, he Avould still pr;o- 
test against their being employed. There 
Avas but on^ circumstance, the destruction 
of a great part of the navy of England, 
Avhich would induce him to consent to our 
making any use of the Danish navy, vs ith 
our present maritime superiority. \Vc 
did not want ships. We had uwou^h to 
contend with the united navies sot the 
w^orld. He couhl not perceive, tliwvefore, 
the policy of fitting out this new accession 
to our maritime strength; but he could 
anticipate some probable advantages froin 
follpwing anoftn'r coarse; he could devise 
no system of l^ticy more lijs^ely to conq-i 
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liaA-the Danes, and to draw them, by 
degr&s, into tiiat close and friendly con- 
nectiSw with us in which they were tor- 
xperly united. It would iilso tend to bring 
hack^the emperor of Russia to his natural 
connection with this country—a connec¬ 
tion which was dissolved no less by impe¬ 
rious necessity, than the rash and unu ar- 
rantablc attack upon the Danish capital, 
lie also looked, he ronlcs^cd. with great 
expectations, to the impression which a 
resolution of such magnanimity, justice*, 
and ronsistenc y w'ould make upon the 
nations of the continent. lie could not 
anticipate any att of ours which could he 
more likely to shake that enormous in¬ 
fluence >vhich France had ac(piired over 
the rest of liuroj^e. It w^as by arming all 
the nations of the continent against us, by 
placing them in array, by exciting their 
feelings against wdiat wii') called our ty¬ 
ranny and injustice, that that man, \vho 
now wielded all the force of those nation'-', 
expected to ]>rcvail against us. ^The de¬ 
struction of this country was the gieat*ob- 
ject of his ambition: compared with this, 
his victories at Lodi, at Austcrlit/, at 
Fricdland, and at Anerstadt, were nollriig 
in his estimation: to accomplish this, all 
his great talents, his genius, and hi-* po¬ 
licy, were unceasingly directed. What 
more cHectual mode (ould there he o( 
counteracting this d(‘sign, than to render 
the instruments liy which he proposed to 
ofFeet it iina^ ailing in his hands ? As long 
as England should preserve her ancifjnt 
honour, magnanimity, and disinterested¬ 
ness, it w^as not to be credited that the 
nations of the eoulinent w^onlcl zealously 
co-operate in any plan to destroy her.— 
lie w'ould no longer detain their lordships. 

It was not, as he vtaUd at the coinnience- 
mciit of his speech, his intention Jo inter¬ 
fere in the smallest degree with the cxci*- 
cisc of the royal prerogative, or to suggest 
any thing calculated to lower the country 
in the estimation of foreign powers, llis 
wish was, not to bind the government to 
anymea'.ure int oiisistont w’ith the dignity 
of the nation, but simply that the Danish 
navy should be kept in salva custodia. 
His concluded with moving t\ie 

following resolution : That it is highly 
imporCant to the honour of this country, 
that, under present circumstances, no lU'^a- 
fuires bo taken witli respect to the Stepps 
of w^ar now in the possession of his m.ij. 
in consequence of the Capitulation of t’o- 
penhagen, w^hiclyuay preclude the event-^ 
ual restitution of them to the government 


Restitv^im Dtmsh Fleet * 

of Denmark, agreeably to the spirit o/tho 
reciuisliion re^vred to m the Proclamaf 
tion issued.on the KiUi of Aug. last by 
the commanders in chief* oi his majesty s 
forces by sea and land employed on that 
occasion, and rnnewed in their letter of 
the 1st of Sept, to the commander in cln^^ 
of the land forces of his^ Danish majesty. , 
Lord Boringdon could not suppresis th^ 
aiixicly he felt to enter his protest ^ 
early as possi4)le, against the rcsoHjpi^ 
submilted to the lioiise by the noble Vlsc> 
lie conceived that a proposition 
novel in its principle, more uusuitabli? iQ 
the circumstances of the ca^e, or the in^ 
lerest of the eounlry, could hardly bf 
submilted to the consideration ol tli^ 
]iou",e. dhe external enemies of the coun¬ 
try li ul ph dged themselves to obtain a res¬ 
titutio I Ol those ships ; but he now, lor 
lll^ first time, had the mortification of 
sceiiiti: within those walls, a noble pcc^* 
riv* up and support the argument they 
liad usui, and in this respect aid llieir de¬ 
sign^. It ciriainly was not within thfl 
wxills of |iarliciincnt that he had expected 
to have heard such arguments ckibnded* . 
It w \s not doing just ice to the motion it^ 
s(*Ui to discuss it as if it were to be cou.t 
strued alto,>cther literally, or as if the 
spirit ol it wtmld not go to the actual rci- 
storati in of the Danish fleet; for if th®. 
house V rc to ttgvci* to such a resolution^ 
it would be considered l)y all the world 
PS an Tuknovvledgment that v^c had acted 
miju.tly, and a pledge that we would make 
a restitution as soon as it was compatible 
with our security. If wo were now to 
give such an acknowledgment, it could 
not I'c supposed that foreign nations 
would not take ndvanlag* of it u< the 
moment of nogociatioj^dbr a genei td pe ice#. 
and it wou’d thei\apj>ear as il v\ej^ad n® 
rigUt to refuse it. The iioolc vifaounthuw 
coiisi lered this as a ease p^v se, and that 
Iheiv w'as nothing like il in our liUtovy, 
lie mi^dit, howaivc r,have iouuun!)ered tAi® 
case ot^ie ships taken at Toulon last war^ 
whi< h w^erc surrendAed to us by Frencl^-s 
men in trust only, and which were pro¬ 
mised to be restored to the king of Fiww 
The Fren'vh government gave every harH|^ 
epithet to this iranaaet'um ; tlit-'y called 
perfidy, treachery, and piracy;, 
the cominoncetncnt of t\>e negoclation fe) 
a peace, required that those ships sho^^l) 
be rcstortil to thorn. The British 
mont, however, would never Ijstcfn to 




* See page 221. 
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a p’^posal ? and the French ceased t 6 in- 
aist ;nbon it. If, however, a resoliftion 
ifeimtliar to that which was now proposed 
^[h&d>^heen adopted on that hccasion in. 
Mrliament, tfie french goveniinent would 
^ferer have receded from, its claim, and 
* ihose shij)s must have been restored to 
France. The noble yiscount, however, 
under wln^se auspices the treaty of Amiens ’ 
was concluded (a treaty which, whatever 
. might be now said against it, he alway .6 
thought and stilldid think, as proper under 
thej^ircumstaiices in which it was made)— 
that noble lord himself did not think at 
that time that there was any thing in jus¬ 
tice, morality, or the law of nations, which 
rc<juired that the Toulon fleet shoi.ld be 
ir^cstored to France. There was another 
case somewhat similar, which occurretl in 
the beginning of the present war with 
Spain. When the four Spanish frigates 
were taken previous to any declmafloj/of 
war, the French inveighed bitterly against 
this act of piracy, as they called it, and 
yet they never thought of making it a 
comlitifjii of peace, that we should restore 
the; ships and dollars taken upon that oc¬ 
casion; but if, in either of those cases, a 
resolution had been passed in the British 
parliament similar to that which was now 
pl‘oposcd, there could be no doubt but they 
would have demanded it, and insisted 
iipon it. Besides, ill consetjuences would 
follow from pledging the country to re- 
' Store the ships to Denmark, or is other 
words, to France. He must contend, that 
the act of seizing them was not an-act of 
the character that had been described, 
but that it was an act of necessity justified 
by all the circumstances of the case. 
'Denmark had,, for a considerable number 
of years, shewn a hostile disposition to¬ 
wards G. Britain, ^d at the same time a 
sort df’predi lection for France, or at least 
an absolute accjuiescencc in evciy thing 
whiclj that power did. This was exem¬ 
plified^ in %cir making no remonstrance 
when a Danish general was taken^irisoner 
on thejr own 1 ‘roriti^^rs; by thm with¬ 
drawing their troops from the frontiers of 
Hofliltfin, in obedience to the desire of 
France ; by their submission to *the De¬ 
cree of Buonaparte, and in various other 
ways. If this predilection for France 
could b® doubted by any noble lord, he 
phould refer him to the very able dispatch 
W a, T*oble carl (Grey) in answer to M. 
the Danish ministeT [p. 402].. That 
m tl^e stmn^gest and bcst-selcct- 
had coniplained, “ that the»Da- * 


—jSoiti 

niph minister appeared in aU tp 

excuse or palliate all the injuries i*c«^ed 
from Piance, but to exaggerate^ the 
highest degree every complai^i. which 
Denmark could have against tlfis couu- 
t,.y» Wjjs this the conduct of a power 
really and sincerely neutral, or was it to 
he supposed that a feeble nation, which 
had such dispositions tow^avcls the two 
countries, would resist the demands of 
France after tlie treaty of Tilsit, and that 
its fleet would be sale under its own pro¬ 
tection ? IF the danger was tlien immi¬ 
nent, the necessity of guarding against it 
was apparent ; and if the measures 
of precaution ^which were necessarily 
taken led to hostilities, England was not 
to be blamed. It was to those powers^ 
and to those circumstances which pro¬ 
duced the necessity, that what had hap¬ 
pened was to he attributed. He therefore 
most dctidedly objected to the resolution 
proposed ; first, because he thought it 
would he acknowledging that WT had done 
a w,ron;f, when in fact we had done no 
wrong ; and, 2 dly, instead of leading to a 
peace, he thought it would shut tlic door 
to peace, by engaging our. elves, as a 
preliminary^ to give up that w hich neither 
justice required, nor security permitted to 
be given up. 

Lord Ellenhorou^i diflered entirely from 
the senlirneius of the noble lord who spi>kc 
last, and' found himself called upon to 
support th <5 motion. As to the cases re¬ 
ferred to by the noble lord, as bearing a 
near Vinaloi>y to the present, he must say 
that he^ did not see that analogy, lie had 
often heard it said, that there w as nothing 
more dissimlljir ihaii a simile, and he 
thouglit the iio!)le lord had given an in¬ 
stance of the truth of that laying, by the 
ras(isw]iiclihc hadcpiolcd. The case of the 
Spani.slit/frigates, taki ii at the beginning 
»f the w'ar, was as unlike it ' 4 s any case 
could be, for we had against Spain, at that 
time, at least reasonable ground of war. 
He, for another reason, never approved of 
the seizure of those frigates. This coun¬ 
try hud so mu.cli encouraged that particu¬ 
lar sort of trade By licences, that he 
thought it uniu".t to seize upon ^ a prey, 
that property w hich was probably coining 
home <in the I’aith of our iinplied,^ermis- 
sion.—‘As to the ships taken at Toulon, 
they were taken from a nation with whom 
\’i^wcre at war; and although we were 
assisted in the capture by Frenchmen, who 
were adverse to the government then sub¬ 
sisting, yet there could be no pretence for 
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requiring dhose ships to be givipg back 
again<iiiB-ance, exqept that we entered 
into an ^cement with Frenchmen in op- 
po^dtion tokhe then subsisti'nggoyernniejit, 
by which y« engaged to restore the ships 
to Louis Xyill. when he should "be re¬ 
stored to the throne of France. It could 
hardly be contended that such an agree¬ 
ment, either by its letter or its spirit, 
bound us to give back the ships to other 
persons than those folr whom we took 
them in tru4. 'J'iic case of the capture 
of the Danish fle^^t WiLS totally difleient, 
as it >vas taken not from enemies, but 
from neutrals. In considering the pro- 
jjriety of adopting the present resolution, 
he should argue on the ground of the ne¬ 
cessity being completely acknowdedged, 
although his^ own opinion of it was very 
cliflerent.* If he w ere to decline however, 
stating wdiat his opinion was of the justice 
and policy of the measure, he feared Jie 
should be thought to be, in some measure, 
coquetting with the house. He should 
therefore declare, that, in his opinion,*therp 
was no act that had ever been committed 
by the government of this country, which 
so much disgraced its character and stained 
its honour; and, as an Englishman, he felt 
dishonoured, w henever the national honour 
was tarnished. He could not avoid re¬ 
probating in sevcie terms the expedition 
to Copenhagen ; it reminded him of 

The ill omened bark, 

Iknlt in tli’ eclipse, nnd rigg*d with curses dark. 
He thought the object it had in view, 
w as most unjustifiable, and that even* in 
the success of that object, it w^ould bring 
great calamity upon the countrj . When 
it was attempted to be justified on the 
pica of necessity, it should be recollected, 
that by that wqrd w as meant an urgejjt 
necessity, and not a mere predomiiialinig 
convenience. It appeared to him,* that 
many persons cpusida^cd it justification 
enough to say, that it was very conve¬ 
nient for the country, in this instance, to 
itppropriate to itself that property which 
another, who UikI the right, was possessed 
of. This was a sort of doctrine which he 
w^as so much in the habit of reprobating 
at the Old ^liley and pther places, that 
he could ^ot avoid expressing himself 
w ith somq-»warmth vylvien hq heard that 
principle urged as an ample justification 
to the nation, which never could be ad-^ 
mitted amoim individuals. 4s to wKat* 
Was stated pf hostilities afterwards taking 
place, with Denmark, he^ thought that 
circutns^ce made fio difCcretice. If he 


were to refer to the so often quoted, * 
of a ptfrson being justified by necessity in ' 
pushing another off^a plank into the sea, 
it muststiU be’allowed that«the other was 
equally justified in retaining possession of 
the plank if he comld, and that his endea¬ 
vouring to retain it was no act of hostility 
against us. It appeared to him, that thje 
right of Denmark to a restitution of the 
property so taken was by no rnpans alter¬ 
ed by any subsequent hostilities; and that 
this ri^ht was so clear, that we niiglU 
make up our minds to tlie rcsiitution being 
demanded at the concln>'Lon of peace/ 

He therefore thought that wo should keep 
them in such a state, as that the restitution 
might be made with as iitile expence or 
inconvenience as possible. He w as per- 
par^d for doing justice; but he would 
w’ish in some degree Lo exercise a penu¬ 
rious justice, ^sio that the restllulioii shonkl 
not be iflore hurthensomc to the count ly 
than w as absolutely necessary. For these 
reasons, he entirely coincided in tlie mo¬ 
tion of his noble friend. 

The Lor{/ Chancellor said, that fmm the 
high respect he felt for liis noble and 
learned friend, and from the w^eight his 
opinions alw’ays carried, ho felt anxioup . 
to remove the impression wdiich liis noljle 
and learned friend had made. The noble 
and learned lord had appeared to dispose 
in a very summary manner, both of the 
justice and morality of the Copenhagen 
expedition, and of the cases cited by his 
noble friend. He should howcvei*i take 
the liberty, on the former point, of ex¬ 
pressing his sentiments in the same deci¬ 
sive tone, and that so fur from fooling 
himself dishonoured, as an Fngli-jhman, by 
the expedition, he siiould have#felt himself 
dishonoured, if, under all the circimistanccf 
of the case, he had hesitated to concur 
with his colleagues Tn advising the ex)*Ct’ 
Titian. His noble and learned friend did, 
indeed, recommend a ' })cnurious* justice ; ' 

for if indeed the expedition w%as unj%si; 
and dishor^urablc—if it stained the na^^ ' 
tional chaf-acter and w^a^ contrary to hdr 
nesty, then, instead of keeping lh0 shjpf ' 
in any parlicular way, and qt any giv^ii 
cxpence, they ought immediately to he ^ 
restored, and ample satisfaction made; 
but he was always reqdy -to contend, au4 ' 
he believed the feelings of the great mqjo- ' 
vity of the country was ivith him, that thi * 
national character bad not been; dIshcH j 
noured by an act the circnmstqnces 
of the tjmes had rendered necessary. He ‘' 
believed the comttry would feel tnat this 
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inattonaj question ought not to be 
itfecided altogether by the ordinary rules 
which governed the decisions at the Old 
\3feiloy; but^t all eVents he should hope, 
thflt if his noble and learned friend was 
reprobating the priiicif>les before a jury at 
the Old Bailey, he would not forget, when 
he stated his opinion, to detail the evi¬ 
dence on which that opinion was founded. 
He ct^uld not agree with his noble and 
learned fi^iend, that the, cases reforrefl to 
by a noble friend of his, vve^e quite 
foreign to the present question. As to 
the Toulon business, unless wx weve en¬ 
tirely to throw aside the musty records of 
the law of nations, it would at first sight 
have appeared, that the French govern¬ 
ment might justly claim that restitution; 
lor it was a rule acknowledged by all wtI- 
ters on the law of nations, that what 
Tvas public property, belonging/o ti state 
belonged still to that nation, whatever 
changes might take place in its govern¬ 
ment. The capture of the Dutch prizes, 
in the last w ar, was somew hat of the same 
principle; wx took them from the Dutch 
while they were under the absolute in¬ 
fluence of France, intending and engag¬ 
ing to restore them when iiolland should 
again recover her freedom. After that 
period, we made a treaty of peace with 
Holland, in which her independence wxs 
completely acknowledged, and yet there 
was no restitution of the prizes taken from 
the Dutch before a doclaratioh of war. 
He mentioned those cases, to shew'^ that 
the instance then before the consideration 
of the house, w as not, as had been repre- 
sent^di a case per se. He considered 
that the resolutiim would be highly im¬ 
proper, as'pledging the country to make 
restitution of wd|jat there was no pretence 
toj;gstore, after the^iostilities which had 
since taken place beiwxcn this country and 
Denmarjc; and he thought it would Ixf* 
nmeh more improper, as it wxuld be an 
acknowledgment that we Inid acted im¬ 
properly on an occasion, w^here/Jtir'’couduct 
could ue strictly •justified by the princi¬ 
ples of self-preservation, by the law of 
and the circumstances of the case. 
.,^JLord JJollandihoMght it necessary to re- 
cil( the attention of noble lords to what 
ri^ty.was the true question before the 
house^i It.liad be^en considerably misre- 
pwe^fd and mis-stated. The‘question, 
a^inntj as had been,apprehended by the 
sgrul learned lord upon the woolsack, 
^^^.trertch upon or in any degree 
ct, tdie prerogative of the croVn.^ ^t 


wds, w'hother (hat house would<(^ fesoltfe 
that it w as expedient that thf go?grnmeht 
should reserve to itself the pc^ror 6f re** 
storing, eventually, the ships/elzed by us . 
at Cupenhagcn, to the Danes. But lio* 
ble lords swxrved from this question, and 
had gone to that of the justification of the 
expedition itself. He certainly did think 
still, as lie had always thought, that that 
expedition could not be warranted but 
upon the ground of necessity, and ho case 
of necessity liad been yet made out; that 
house, at least, wxs in possession of no evi¬ 
dence whatever to warrant them in decid¬ 
ing that expedition to have been the re¬ 
sult of hard necessity. ^He was not in¬ 
clined at present to go into any exposi¬ 
tion of the shifting, prevaricating testimo¬ 
ny, which had been resorted to in defence 
of that measure; at one time Denmark 
was representod as sincere* in her profes¬ 
sions of neutrality, hut too wxak to act 
up to her intentions ; at another, they were 
told,,that as her sincerity was question¬ 
able, her means oF annoyance were to be 
feared and provided against; again, it 
was pretended that the sole ground of the 
expedition Nvas the secret arrangements 
ol’the Treaty of Tilsit, and when it was 
attemptt‘d to trace their allcdged informa¬ 
tion to an 3 ’^ authentic source, Portugal Avai 
at one period brouglit forward as an infor¬ 
mer ; and at another the disaffected Irish. 
This sort of shifting naturally created sus¬ 
picion in the mind of every impartial 
man. The noble lord then proceeded to 
consider the present motion in reference 
to the question of peace, and appealed to 
the feelings of noble lords, if it would not 
be more for the honour of the country, if 
they could commence a fiegociation, after 
a voluntary concession upon their parts, 
lather than the subsequent degradation of 
a forced surrender, exacted by tlu; stipula¬ 
tions of a treaty ? 

Lord JSarrowhy defended the expedi¬ 
tion, and opposed the resolution, which 
he considered would not only be danger¬ 
ous to adopt, but*improper in Us princi¬ 
ple. A noble and learned lord had be¬ 
gun by saying, that he should argue the 
question, as if the neccssilijj; ^had been 
proved ; and yet he took occasion to re¬ 
probate both the justice and pMicy of iho 
measure, in the most severe and untjiiali- 
^fied terms. The only reason which he 
had assigned for departing frorti the line 
of argument which he him^^lf had laid 
down, was;'that he feinted ‘ 1 j^' might'he 
Considered as * coquetting' with the house. 
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if he did'notiet them know his entire 
opinioiA: The house might, perhaps, have 
ex^usdu 5 little of that sort of coquetting. 
The nobisUortis who entertained the same 
^ opinion tha he did, might also have ex- 

* c'used it. They might have applied to 
tlie noble and learned lord the well-known 
line^—^ . 

Perhaps it,was right to dissemble voup love, 

But why should you kick us down stiurs? 

It appeared, to him most undeniable, that 
a case of necessity was so njade out, as 
fully jusLifiecl the expedition, and the pos¬ 
sessing ourselves of the Danish fleet; but 
as hostilities had since broke out between 

* this country and Denmark, in spite of all 
our cdorts to avert it, he did not see on 
what principle, or from what precedents 
>ve could be called upon to restore what 
we had taken from a neutral, but w hich 
was condemned as the property ot an ene¬ 
my after hostilities had broken out. As 
he therefore thought the expedition just, 
because it was necessary, and as he thought 
the ships had been fairly eondemnoil,* 
when the power they were taken from 
became an enemy, he could not support a 

' resolution which implied that the seizure 
was unjust, and which would, in a manner, 
pledge the country to make restitution of 
that which he did not thlidv we could be 
justly called upon to restore. 

Lord J^rskiHc argued at considerable 
length to shew the injustice mid imprilicy of 
the expedition to Co}>enhagen, and the 
expediency ofagreeing to the noble vlsc.’s 
motion, lie concurred with his no!)!e and 
learned friend, as to the Old Bailey kind 
of necessity urged in it« defence. And 
with respect to eventually retaining the 
fleet in our possession, it was surely Im¬ 
possible that w'e could think ol doing so, 
after the declarations made to the Danes,* 
in which it was expressly staled, that 
their fleet w^as required as ‘ a deposit' in our 
hands. Were we to attempt ultimately 
to, keep them, w*e should act like ^ inan, 
who, from the apprehension of being at¬ 
tacked by ttuevqs on the road, shoukl, for 
his defence, seize a, fowling-piece from a 
■neighbour, who w^astoow^eak to resist him, 
and afterward^ point the identical weapon 
against .its Raster's bvoust, and go out 
spprting with! it for a wdiole season. 11 is 
noble, apd learned friend had been accus¬ 
ed oi* kicking his majesty's ministers down 
stairs ui.thc debate. This, he tierUiinly 
had not. fJoi|ic^ Ibr the former discussions 
on, thif j^ubjpet l>ad Jopg Iqli thcin at,the 
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bottom.' He cobgfattlfa^ed himself, that 
he had at least ent^md a solemn Protest 
against*the measure adopted by his maj/a 
government,' apd by that means had es¬ 
caped the accusation of bcina a partner in 
their guilt. /Ihis country had formerly 
been the day-siar* of Europe. To her 
Europe had looked for an example bf Stea^ 
dy fidelity and honour, and adherence to 
the law of nations. .If from this proud 
eminence of reputation, she should bd 
hurlfcd by the criminal conduct of hia 
majesty's ministers, we should irrecove¬ 
rably sink into the gulph of ruin and 
famy, and no one would say * (jod bless 
us.' 

'File Earl of Westmoreland opposed tho 
motion of the noble viscount, and depre¬ 
cated the conduct of that eighth wmnder of 
the world, the last administration, who 
having by their weak counsels, and total 
inaction, jilacgd the country in a state of 
the utmost peril, censured the wise and 
energetic measures of his majesty's present 
government, by wdiicli we had been res-^ 
cued from the danger. Ihc necessity for 
the steps which had been taken by us was 
notorious. Ilis majesty, in his most gra- 
chius speech, had declared that informa¬ 
tion of that necessity had been received by 
him ; a declaration which, constitution¬ 
al iy speaking, ought to have been receiv¬ 
ed without hesitation. This information^ 
w as of a nature that could not be commu- 
nlcrited to parliament, but, did it follow, 
tl)at the executive government’were not 
Justified in acting upon it ? If the execu¬ 
tive government were restricted from acting 
but on information that tliey could com-' 
municate to parliament, the countiy might 
soon become like the wrestler, so beauti- ' 
fully alluded to by Demosthenes, who,, 
instead of defending himself from blows 
meditated against was occupiei^bi ^ 

guarding against blows already struck. 

• The Earl of Selkirk argued, that tlie^ 
question had not been fairly met. 
motion did not go to pledge this country*' 
to the restof|tiori of the Danish ships^ btit} 
merely to keep it in our power, if cir^utn- 
stunces should hereafter enable us toldb '^ 
so with safity. It must be a,matter o£^ 
doubt whether that situation of things 
would or would not arise ; but to look td ■ 
its probability could not imply a censUw" 
on the expedition to Copenh'^gen.. It had'j 
Ijecn said, that the motiois ivas only ail;l 
Indirect ^ensure, and^could not 
ooncnrrence of any^ but thoae whb 
bat«d the whole of our conduct 
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|)6ttnl^<^The noble carl said, that in 
Ais own individual case, he found' e proof 
of the reverse. He con:sidercd the seizure 
i of the Danish navy as justifiable, on the 
ground of th€ notorious interest of France 
to make use of that ..navy against this 
country, and the notorious incapacity of 
Denmark to resist her demands. The ex¬ 
pedition had, indeed, an appearance' of 
deviating from the usual moderation of 
the British government, and, on ,that 
ground, he had felt at first a repugnance 
to the measure. But, after a fair consi¬ 
deration of the arguments on both sides, 
he could not deny that the urgency of the 
case, and the necessity of our (iwn preser¬ 
vation, formed a sufficient apology for the 
■aggression. Since, however, it was only 
on the plea of necessity and of self pre¬ 
servation that we justified tile harshness of 
our conduct towards a peaceable and un¬ 
offending state, our measured oug'iithiot to 
be carried farther than this necessity re¬ 
quired. So far from being inconsistent, 
the very principles of the expedition 
should dictate the adoption of the motion. 
The necessity of withdrawing the navy 
of Denmark from the gr^isp of France, 
could not imply any necessity for em¬ 
ploying the Danish ships in preference 
to our own : it was due to the national 
honour to shew that the conduct of this 
country had not been actuated by motives 
of rapacity, and that the conciliatory 
offers, made by our command^'rs at Co¬ 
penhagen, were not mere pretexts, which 
we intended to disregard, as soon as we 
had secured our object. 

Lord Rcdesclalc perfectly coincided in 
opinion with the noble earl near him, that 
the pi'esent^ motion wenf to pass a censure 
ctti nis majesty's ministers; and as such 
he could not ag^te to it. It had been said 
noble lord, thtlf Denmark bad been 
friendly towards this country. He denieij 
the truth of this assertion. It fell to his 
lot to know that Denmark had not been 
friendly towards us. He Ir^ it on the 
authority of persons who resiocd a consi¬ 
derable time at the court of C’opcnhageii, 
that the Danes, so far from being friendly,* 
had for many years past enfeftained hos¬ 
tile sentiments towards this country. 
They had uniform] submit led to every 
aggre^ion on tlic part of France, while 
they never gave up any point to England. 
When almost all the other powers ofEurope^ 
had confederated cfgainst France, Den- 
inark uniformly resisted every attempt 
had been made to induce her to take 


a part irt the confederacy. When ari 
armed neutrality Was foritied a^pst this 
country in the North of Europe^Dfcnmark 
was almost the first to take irt it. 

And upon the late occasion, w|^nWe called 
upon her to give up the fleet as a deposit 
in our hands, did she not ohstiiiatbly resist 
every overture that might lead to'aii ac¬ 
commodation ? What other inference 
could be drawn from all this, hut that 
Denmark was secretly favouring the 
views, and would not resist any demand 
made by France to get possession of her 
fleet. Under all these circumstances, the 
seizure of that fleet was not only justifi¬ 
able, but ministers would have acted with 
the most criminal negligence, had they 
not sent an armament to seize that fleet. 
But as to any idea of restoring this fleet, 
how' could it be done with persons who 
w^ere in a state of open hostility w'ith us ? 
Was it fit to propose such a measure, at a 
time when the emperor of Russia w as arm¬ 
ing his fleets against us, and wdien the 
Danes themselves w^ere leagued with 
France ? To oiler such a thing now, would 
be holding out beforehand those terms of 
accommodation, which ought only to form 
the subject of future negociation. 

Earl Daruiey did not think that minis¬ 
ters had made out a case to justify tlie 
steps they had taken. They no doubt 
flattered themselves that John Bull, looking 
no farther than the capture of Ki ships of 
the line, would think it a glorious achieve¬ 
ment. But they were rnislakeii, and w ould 
‘fird that the people of this country were 
not to be so easily deluded. He con¬ 
demned the expedition m toiOj and heartily 
concurred in the motion. 

The Earl of Mulgratr begged leave to 
call their lordships’ attention to the true 
state of the question. It had been stated 
by the noble vise, who brought forw-’^ard 
the motion, that the measure of the Expe¬ 
dition to Copenhagen was out of the ques¬ 
tion ; but still he had couched his motion 
in such*a manner, as to make it neither 
more nor less than a direct condemnation 
of his majesty’s ministers for their conduct 
with rcgai’U to that expedition. He de¬ 
sired the paper, or summons, to surrender, 
No. 3, to be read, [p. 1^23‘r^^'hich was 
read accoidingly, and purpOTted, that if 
thg terms then ollered were not agreed to, 
the conditions stipulated with respect to 
the fleet must cease. His lordship said, 
that after hearing that, he would put it to 
the house whether the whole argument as 
to the ships being mken as a deposit, and 
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not as a capture, was not entirely at an 
eniU^^With respect to the argument ol‘ the 
fowlin\-piece, used by tlie noble and 
learaecT^^rd, he thought it made directly 
against motion ; lor tlie person whom 
his lordship stated to have tiie ibwling- 
pie.ce, attempted to defend it against his 
intended protector, and said, that nil her 
than surrender it he would join with the 
person who attacked Iiim; so, in like 
manner, the neutral who put liimself luuh'i* 
the protection of the enemy, he( aiiie liable 
to seizure. The question of to nieht, he 
said, came at the very wc>rst period it pos¬ 
sibly coiilvl come. It was tailed on at a 
lime vvlien it was acknowli‘d:;ed, that even 
a restoration of peace would not do wwwy 
the hatre^l of the Denies: at a moment 
when it was evident the emperor ol Russia 
was anxious to revive the old system of 
the armed neutrality, which (‘very one of 
tlicir lordsiiips miglit he convinced it was 
fio much the interest of t.hi.s country to re¬ 
sist aud to destroy by every means in her 
poN\er: at a moment when it lutd been 
olcailv shewn, that Denmark wais ready 
and w illing to throw herself iiuo the arms 
of France ; and it ought to be remembered, 
that Denmark, by the late expedition and 
seizure of her fl(’(*t, liad been deprived ol 
the power of Currying her hos‘ik* inten¬ 
tion^ into eireel, for she was not in a siiii- 
ati(m to repliu'c or rcstoie siu h a Heel. It 
had been smd, f»y tliosv; w iio supported the 
motion, that did not want shijivS but 
men ; but on what data \vos lliis taken up ? 
lie did not ihink it necessary to eutei’^inTo 
a detail on that sulijeci, bur would content 
himself willi reminding those who used it, 
that the hisiorv of this ('ountrv" had inva¬ 
riably proved that men would Sj.riug ilr- 
w^ard, and h:lv^ done so on all occasions 
when the service of their country rcipiij'cd 
them so to do, but that ships weije very 
diflit ult to be procured. (>n the contrary^ 
the enemy did not want men, but they 
were in the greatest W'lint of ships; and, 
therefore, doj)riving them of l(j'*Sail of the 
line was of the utmost importance in the 
present state of afiairs in Europe. II the 
arguments of the nobh*. and learned lord 
were true', that 40 shipwrights could build 
a ship olViie line in 12 months, and that 
from thejpumber the ruler of France had 
it in his power to employ, he might obtain 
100 sail of the line in a year, it was the 
more necessary to dey)riTc liim of all con‘ 
tingent assistance. The t^upporters of the 
motion did not, he said, condescend to 
bestow on him aud his colleagues, who 
Voi. X, 


were poor weak men devoid of talents, the 
sam#^ poriion of rdiowaiice they had given 
(0 others in similar circumstances. \Vhen 
the so-mucb-talkcd-of c apital of Demnurk 
was atiackerl on a former bccasion, fjuring 
the admiiiistratipn of the noble vise, in 
consccjuence of the court of Denmark hav¬ 
ing become- a jjarty to ilie armed neutra¬ 
lity, a ship Jiad bCcn taken. Did the no¬ 
ble •vise. in his generosity, dignity, and 
njagnanimity, give up thr.t ship ; Ko; 
she \vas taken* into actual service ; and 
the same circumstance took place respect¬ 
ing her, which had been so much the sub¬ 
ject of sarcasm and censure in that house ; 
her name was changed, and from the Hol¬ 
stein she was christened the Nassau. It 
was evident, therefore, that what was now 
found so much fault with in the c:onduct 
of the present ministers, had been ac¬ 
tually the practice of their predecessors; 
aiicf as^he bould not view this motion in 
any other light than a palpable and down¬ 
right censure of the cxjiedition, which had 
received the ap[>r()bation of their lordships, 
he must cjve ins decided negative to it. 

Lord (rvenvilk denied that the house 
had yet come to a decision on I he merits 
of the cxjjcdition to Denmark; the evi¬ 
dence relative to vvhicli had not been hud 
before it. If, therelore, the house had 
decided, it must have decided without 
ev idcnct', from w hich, indeed, it seemed 
too w iliiug to turn aside. The unwdlling- 
ne.vs to Juok at, much less to examine the 
mei’ils of this case, was but too glaring 
and general. Evan its warmest advocates 
bctrisycd their feeling of its real character, 
by tlieir anxiety to rescue it from investi^ 
gallon, and to pronounce on it wdtJiout 
evidence. Wiien this ineiysure was first 
talked of, it was attempted to be justified 
by the allegalinn of some secret articles in 
the treaty of Tilsit^ tantamount to if^tipu- 
lation for the surrender of the Danish fleet 
to France; and certainly that allegation 
had considerable wc'ight with his mind, as 
no doubt it had with that of others. But 
the manfi^'r in w Iii( this allegation ’was 
afterw ards sustained, the successive pub¬ 
lications wdjich served step after step to 
fi itter aw’^ay its force, speedily led hiih to 
the opinion, that the ground upon which 
tile supporters of the expedition professed 
to act was utterly untenable,—With re¬ 
gard to the doctrine, that the unfriendly 
disposition of Denmark towards this coun¬ 
try was a justifiable cause of war, the nobfe 
lord in the most impressive terms pro- 
«teste(l against it. According to the law 
s2\J 
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of nations, the noble lord contended, that 
there were only two legitimate causes of 
Aval*, namely, the evident disposition of a 
state to ent'Hge in war, or the actual com¬ 
mencement of* hostilities. Butin plead¬ 
ing (or the Danish expedition, its projec¬ 
tors, aware that no one adequate reason 
could be assigned lor their conduct, seem¬ 
ed to look for support to the accumulation 
of a number of small reasons. They oould 
not certainW maintain that the treaty^ of 
Tilsit was tim cause of their attaeje upon 
Copenhagen, for to that treaty Russia was 
a paity, towards which government they 
professed an amicable disposition after that 
attack had ternjinated. Jt had been in¬ 
sinuated, that in urging this point he, and 
those who thought with him, were plead¬ 
ing for the enemy, while, in point of fact, 
they were pleading the cause of their 
country, and of their king, whose name 
liad been used to allege that w'hicll the 
enemy had it in his power to contradict, 
and to contradict with truth. For, as it 
was now niiUiIfcst, there w ere no secret 
articles or secret arrangements at Tilsit, as 
had been originally stated, to justify the 
Danish expedition, credulity itself could 
no longer attend to any such statement, 
after the conversation which a noble friend 
of hi.s had mentioned to have taken place 
between him and the emperor of Russia ; 
but if these mucl\ talked of secret articles 
had really existed, or been seriously sus¬ 
pected by ministers to have an e:^istcnce. 
It w culd surely have been natural to look 
for some allusion to them in the Declara¬ 
tion of our ambassador at Petersburgh, 
when accounting for the attack upon Den¬ 
mark. He, however, did not state a word 
about them ;^on the contrary, he allcdged 
that one gentJeman had fur a long time 
reason to suspwi^ the inlcnlion of the 
eneiii#' to take posseffiion of the Danish 
fleet, for the purpose of emplo 3 ung it 
against this country .—The noble lord cx- 
pUined the object of the motion, which 
appeared to be much misunderstood by 
MMue of the ruiblc lords on the €lher side. 
It w^as •hy no means proposed that the 
Danish fleet should be restored under any 
particular circumstances; but mt^rely, that 
in order to fac ilitate a reconciliation, and 
with a view^ to economy also, that it should 
be kept in such a state as to prevent any 
ob^3tructions to peace with Denmark, by 
ftiiabling ivs to restore it witli the least pos- 
.^illc expenee and dilhculty.— After tie- 
preraling the priiic iplc, that a state of war 
)it»6uld cancel moral obi i gut ions, or tj^at vve^ 
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should shrink from doing justice lest it 
should lead to loss, the noble lord pr^y^^ded 
to comment upon the consequences likely 
to result to us from the nature oi^ir attack 
upon Copenhagen. So far fre^ destroy¬ 
ing the naval resources of Denmark by 
that attack, we hail, he contended, parti¬ 
cularly by the spirit we had produced, 
contributed to promote and extend those 
resources. Denmark could easily repair 
the loss she sustained by the captures we 
had made. The ports and arsenals were 
still remaining, >vith a vast quantity of 
naval niatcnals, which naturally belonged 
to her; and any supply she w^anted, she 
could obtain without difiiculty. We wTre 
not, therel'orc, to suppose that w’c had, by 
the success of our unjust attack upon Den¬ 
mark, renden d the naval resources of that 
state much less formidable than they were 
before. The profit derivable from our 
iniquity w^as, in fact, immaterial, while we 
had created a spirit, and valour, and ani¬ 
mosity to light against us, which must 
furnish' powerful aid to the common ene¬ 
my.—The noble lord concluded with ex¬ 
pressing his cordial concurrence in the 
principle and object of the motion. 

I.ord Hawk shnry said, he would not, at 
that late hour, trespass long on their lord- 
ships* time, but begged their attention, 
while he made a few observations, by way 
of very shortly giving his nfgative to the 
motion. The argument of the noble lord 
who spoke last appeared to him to be in¬ 
volved in great confusion; but he wished 
tb liecal their lordships’ attention to the 
true state of the question ; and he thought, 
when he did so, it would ajjpeur that it 
was neither more nor less than that, under 
a pretence of restoring the Danish fleet, 
the motion went directly* to censure the 
conduct of ministers, in the expedition to 
CopeitJiagen, of which their lordships had 
already expressed their npprribatjon. Jf 
we were oblige d to act against a pow'er as 
w^e had been against Denmark, Could any 
such procedure bii carried on with more 
caution than that whole transaction liad 
been attended with? We made them 
every offer to conciliation that could be de- 
visetl before the army landed, and met not 
only with a refu4>al to enter int^ a nego¬ 
tiation, but this refusal was repeated* after 
the army landed ; *Qnd even just before 
the bombardment commenced, the same 
fifFers at negotiation were again made and 
again rejected ; and they not only refused 
the very conciliatory terms that Avere offer¬ 
ed them, but even declared that they 
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woul<^ make common cause with our ene¬ 
my.’* R’ they hail shewn any disposition 
to negotiate or to keep on amicable terms 
with this^courvtry, there might be some 
ground foi^he present motion; but having 
acted in the very manner they had done, 
they certainly had forfeited all claim to 
such treatment as was intended to be held 
out to them. In this view of the matter, 
he thought the motion w'as extremely ill- 
timed, and that it ought to be resisted. A 
case had already been made out, which, in 
the face of parliament, and of the world, 
would justify ministers, who, in this, as in 
the instant'c of Portugal, had rescued the 
country from an impending and most im¬ 
minent danger. 

Ivord Sidmouth replied with considera¬ 
ble animation. lie felt gratified at tlie 
discussion which the resolution had called 
forth, although he must say that it had ex¬ 
perienced, from the nobl(‘ lords n ho op¬ 
posed it, a good deal of misrepresenlation. 
He contended, that the analogy att«ginpted 
with respect to the Toulon fleet, and the 
capture of the Spanish ships, did not at 
all apply to the case of Copenhagen. Jn 
the former instances, circumstances of hos¬ 
tility had taken place sufficient to justify 
a declaration, but the attack against Co¬ 
penhagen had the two characrerisli< s of 
surprize and spoliation committed on a 
neutral, independent, and friendly power. 
Madeira had also been alluded to, l U 
was out of all fair and legitimate eompari- 
son to make any f^uch resemblance. The 
conduct of G. liritaiii, on that occasion, 
was that of a friendly power extending its 
protection to a weak hut friendly nation 
m the hour of impending distress. In 
what fell from .the noble secrelary, there 
was nothing to convince his mind. IIis 
arguments alone went to say, that, heradse 
this country had connneiued a career of 
injustice, therefore it ought to persevere 
in it. He felt the converse of the propo¬ 
sition, as due to the hitherto prouil charac¬ 
ter ofG. Britain, and with such an impres¬ 
sion he alone came foiavard, unbiassed by 
any party hostility to his majesty’s ser¬ 
vants, to perform the duty he uWTd to 
himself ai^d his country.—The motion be¬ 
ing loudly called for, the house divided, 
when ther^ appeared— 

Contents ... 31,... Proxies 20 — 51. 

Non-contents, 01,...-—10.5. » 

Majority against the resolution..—.54-. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday *Fcbrmiy 18, 


Petition respecting the Cold-Bath- 
Fields Prison.] Mr. Sheridan rose to pre¬ 
sent a Petitipn upon a subject which he 
should recommend to the serious attention 
of the house, and of his majesty’s nlinis- 
ters. The subject was not new to that 
house, for in the year I SOU he fiad taken 
a considerable share, with a w orthy and 
lion, baronet* (sirF, Burdett) whom he did 
not then see in his place, in the iniiuirics 
which had bcei\ made into the manage¬ 
ment of the Coldbath-fields^Piison, and 
which brought the abuses in the govern¬ 
ment of that prison under the considera¬ 
tion of parliament. They had, on that 
occasion, established the case so clearly, 
that the distinguished person now no more, 
(Mr. Pitt,) w ho was then at the head of 
his majesty^s government, was obliged to 
give way, and consent to a full invc.stiga- 
lion, o^ the* whole transaction. Accord¬ 
ingly a commission was issued under hia 
majesty’s sign manual, appointing com¬ 
missioners, most of them members of that 
house, to prosecute tlie iiujuiry; and a re¬ 
port was made, which entered very much 
into the detail of the subject. But un- 
(juestionably the defect or error of that 
report wats not, that it exaggerated the 
abuses complained of in the interior ad¬ 
ministration of the government of the pri¬ 
son. lie found, Iiovvi^ver, that the means 
recommended in the rc])ort, for the redress 
of the abuses complained of, had not been 
carried *into etVect, nay, had been aban¬ 
doned, and he very much feared, that the 
abuses bad increased in consequence. The 
allegations contained in the petition, he 
had not fell it necessary to enquire inlo, 
previous to his presenting it to the house, 
because he had received tlicTcticion from 
such a respectable quager, and upon such 
liigli authority, tha^he could not enUiutaiii 
any just doubts of the eoi rv^ctness of tho 
statements it contained. Tlie Petition 
was signed by Mr, Stevens, foreman, and 
by the other members of the grand jury 
of tJie co^^ty of iVIiddlesex, as well as by 
Mr. iMuliips, one of tlu? sheritis, a gentle¬ 
man, who, infinitely to his credit, applied 
hinivsclf, w ith the most laudable zeal,, to 
the execution of all the duties of his ardu-. 
ous ollice. He could assure the right how, 
tbc chancellor of the exchequer, that this 
matter was not brought befoa*e parliament 
by liim w ith any party views, nor had tlio 
petitioners any such object in their con-* 
tcmplallon. On the contrary, it had been 
his practice,^ on every occasion when lie 
fiajJ a* petition to present, praying for a 
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re^ii;‘ess of g'l'icvant’ti.s tosubniil the subject 
to the coijMdcratiou of his iriajesty's lumis- 
tQrs, wlu iic\ cr the redress coyikl be eficc 
tually adiiiinistoiccl by them, rather than 
briijg'the inatter fi>rwar(i publicly in par- 
liaiurnt. This course haA been followed 
in the present instance. A comninnica- 
tioii iiad been made to his majesly\s |;’o- 
vernment by the foreman of the grand 
jury, in an interview uhicli he had nitli 
one of his ]nuije.sty\s mijiisters. As iVo 
steps had sltjpe been taken in consecfiiem e 
of such conimunication, he had thought it 
his duty to present t!ie petition to parlia¬ 
ment. But, he should, for the jjresent, 
content himself with moving, that the pe¬ 
tition do lie on the table, leaving the whole 
credit of the business to his majesty's mi¬ 
nisters, if they should think proper to lake 
it up, though at the same time he was 
])Ouiid to state, that if, afterafreasonv.b'e 
time,-no step ."iiouhl appear to have bet Ji 
t ikeiij he should think i( lu-: duty to bring 
forward the sul)jeet by a specihe motion. 

The i'banvctlor of the Enhcipar did not 
mean to give any o}>positiou to the bring¬ 
ing up tliislVlitioii, iliongh after the state¬ 
ment of lire riglit hoii. ga nt. he felt tailed 
upon to make one or two obseiA ations. 
lie agn-fd with the right hoii. gent, that 
when (luestious of this description arose, 
the jjropcr course to take was, to S(^e at 
fust liow far the execuLivc govcnimt nt 
might be disposcdi to intiTferc for the re¬ 
dress of the abuses complained *of. An 
^ippea.l to the g(»vernment was, therefore, 
the iiiest correct proceeding in the 
instance, beccUi.so it w as competent to the 
exeemive to direct a thorough investiga¬ 
tion into the maUers ciimplained ob J^ud 
if tiui cirqiim* tanees of the case should It' 
buch as to w arrant^he proceeding, to tinlei 
a crittjinal prosecutiorit against the ofitj.fl¬ 
ing parties. 'J'his was the view which he 
had of the subject, mid the riglit hcii. 
gent, himself set ined to acguiof^ce in it. 
The conupuiiication that had been iTunie 
;to government was conveyed private 
form, which could^lot regularly be af ted 
upon, and he had, in consequence, recorn- 
juonded that the matter should ofEcially 

4 :o(nnaunicated to the executive ; in which 
.case, he pledged himself, that so far as he 
\yas individually concerned, no time should 
be lost, nor any means left untried to as^ 
Vjprtain the justice of the complaint. He 
jhad thought this a course far preferable to 
})rihging the subjef’t at once before parli- 
; because wdiatever prosecutions the 
cxWuiive might find it necessary to*or(^rt 


upon an inve.stigation of the matter,|iTiust 
come before the grand jm*y, who wtiuXi of 
cour.se come to tlie coilSKicjation^of the 
charge, w^ilh less prejudice uimn their 
miuf's. Afier he hud reromnmided thm 
mode of proceeding, and upfui tlie grounds 
lie. had stated, the petitioners, whether 
fruiU a just or an unjust distrust of tlie go- 
veiiimeut, had thought proper to bring the 
mailer pubiiely before pailiament.'l lu/ugli 
the ].res(ntment, it appealed had been 
nu<(lc‘ at the. JvJichaelmas Sessionit. waa 
not till after the commcncf ment of the 
present se 'Sionof |)avli..ment that tiu* mal- 
ur had betm communicated to govern¬ 
ment. An inquiry too h.wl been maic by 
the magl’^n’atos, which, though he could 
not say whether the result oftiiat inquiry 
was right or wrong, seemed, from the si- 
leru'e of the parlies, a satisf; ctory answer 
to tlie c« mjilaiiit, and therci’ore no iartber 
.step.s ha'l been taken tiH the present lime. 
It had e\rn been inferred, from their not 
having m do tlu*. olheial I'ommunicatioii 
re^'OTinnended, that the geiulcrncn them¬ 
selves, who preli'rrcd tiie complaint, were 
sati>titd w nil the result of that inquiiy, 
liewassuK* liie right lion. gent, would 
com ur w ilh him, that it would have been 
rnurli better to have left tlie business, in 
the fust in.^lance, to the executive govern¬ 
ment ; bul now that the Pelititai had been 
lirou: ht iorward, he had no objection to 
its ! \ ing on the table. 

All*. SlL^rldiv.i edjservcd, that the petiti- 
(>tiers hid n(»t shewn any unfair distrust of 
go\ernm< lU, remembering us they did that 
no ullcif 111 measure.s of redress had been 
adopted, i'ounded on the report of 1^00, 
and be< iii.se there could be no ellicii nt 
ie(be.-s wi'hout the diViuissul of Mr. Aris. 
A.s to an otiieial eommuiiicati(.n, it was 
iritl^-'-Mbie for the petitioners to make it, 
bec aoh’ ti'.e grand jur\ bad been dissolved 
|)rei!uu.slo the comnmriiration. ItW'asas 
p;lAate iiidividnaks that they appeared as 
pititiom^s beibre parliament, and net in 
any aggregate cap'aeity. 

'idm Chancrllor qf the EUtheqner repeated, 
that the only communication made to go- 
vcinment w’^as of a private natui'e, and, 
consequently, was not a sufficieifit ground 
for a public proceeding. As to the re¬ 
port of 1800, he had only to observe, that 
it liad been laid on the table of the hou^e, 
^nd might have been made the foundation 
of parliamentary measures by any hdn. 
ineinber who might have thought such ^ 
course necc.ssary.—The Petition wtrs then 
brought up and read.—After v^hich My. 
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Shericjan moved, that it do lie on the table, 
at the same time stating, that many more 
facts had since came to the knowledge of 
the petitioners, which however, he should 
on that oci^asion abstain from detailing to 
the house.—A short conversation then 
took place, dli» to the propriety ot allowing 
the petition to lie on the table, with a 
description of the petitioners that w’us not 
borne out by the i'act. Mr. Sumner first 
took the exception, on this ground, a.s 
even the right hon. gent, himself had ad¬ 
mitted, that the grand jury had been dis¬ 
solved jircvious to the inquiry, and cer¬ 
tainly, before the presenting of the peti¬ 
tion. Without any wash to oppose the 
petition, he thought the house could not 
entertain it, with such an unl’ounded de- 
fiignation of the pariies \> ho |;rc'^i !U<‘d it, 
'ibe Chancellor of the l\'clit;quer recom¬ 
mended to the riglit hon. gent, on this 
ground, to wilhdiaw the jiciition for the 
present, in order to have one prepared to 
present to-morrow, with the ]u()[*er de¬ 
signation of the parties, m which ^asc jic 
should himself be ready to second the mo¬ 
tion, tliat the |iet!tion slunijd lie on the 
table. After a few w^jrds from Mr. She- 
vidaii, who thought tliat the hoiist* ought 
not to be too critical as to the wording of 
petitions, the petition was allowed to be 
Withiiravvn, in order tliat it might be pre- 
jnired to lie presented to-aiorrow in a more 
correct form. 

[OiiDERs IN C\)LN( 1C nicc.] Oil tlui Or¬ 
der of the day being movti! Ihr llic lid 
reading of the Orders m Council bill,* * 

JMr. AV/t/i said, that lie eouhl notallow 
this hill to go through another stage with- 
cut de( hiring bis sentiments upon it. lie 
tliought that our retaliation upon onr ene¬ 
mies uuglit to be conducted 111 such a man¬ 
ner as not to injure unoilending neuti'sils. 
He was of opinion that tin* note delivered 
to the Arneriean negociators on the .Slst oli 
Dec. iSOb, was still binding on the go¬ 
vernment of tiiis country, as there was no 
appearance that America^ had Submitted 
to the cpntroul jvliich the Fiei^h govern- 
ment had .attempted to impose on the 
coiiirncrce of mmrrals with Britain. On 
the. contrary, there was ample evidence 
that ^America had remonstrated against 
the Frenoh decree, and hud obtained an ex¬ 
emption from its operation according to the 
explancUioii given by the Frciieli minister 
of marine, Deeres. To impose a tax upon 
jiwitrals iv^is illegal by the law of nations, 
and by the statute law yL^o. The measure 
WQuld cIp jiio ir\jury*to France, bpt it wpuld 
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' grievously injure tho.'e who were entitled 
to ou» forbearance, aiid as iar as could be 
to our jirotection. 

The Advocate- General then rose and spoke 
nearly as follow; Sir, the iBiusc will natu¬ 
rally expect J shynld lay before them my 
opinion upon the suljrct ol'thi.^ bill, and the 
grounds of that opinion, upon this occa¬ 
sion. In doyig this, it is necessary for me 
to look to the policy and the legality of 
thg present measure, both of which Jiave 
been tjiarged ag*ainst it by the hon. mem¬ 
ber who h as just now set dowd. In taking 
a comprehensive view of liiismnit<‘r, lam 
afraid it will be necessary to tr.ee back 
some of the eireumsUinees which led gene¬ 
rally to its adoption, bi’cause wc must not, 
consider a ineasuic iilte this detached 
from the circumstances wdii^ li [^receded 
or aecompanit'd It. Its policy and legality 
can only be fairly appivciattd by such a 
c()ns*idi.^atidn of the circiim'^tnnces out of 
which it arise. It is c\id< nt then, that 
the Decree of the I'rcnei) g( \ernimnt, of 
the '2lst of iXov. 180^), is the h niidation of 
the ])resenL pror ending. Th.it ih\ ree jmr- 
ported to declare the British isles in a 
state of bloekaihs and to prohibit all 
commerec whatever, cm'ii wdih neutral 
nations, in the manufai'turc's of this coun¬ 
try. The eifect oi'that decree w'as to ex¬ 
clude us from all I'ureign pewtu’s w hutever; 
anti to prevent them not only from carry¬ 
ing on their aeeustoined trade with this 
country^ but even to (\< hide ibe possibi¬ 
lity of one neutral nation trading with 
safety to anolher. An American vcsrel 
trading from one neutral port to another, 
w'as subject to be soiya if by tliat Decree of 
the French govermneiil.—Sir, it ha.s been 
said, that w'c h.ive niiseon.^trucd this De¬ 
cree, and that it docs not in effect blockade 
this country. In regafcl to it>» prohibiting 
the carriage of ouf jn-odnee or inifbufac- 
tures, there can he no doubt; but it haa 
been alleged that there could have been 
some other mode of avoiding its conse-. 
quences. In iny opinion, 1 do not see any 
great difirreiii'e, wlie^licr the threatened 
blockade was inclnded in it or not; for if 
foreign ships had only been allowed to 
come to'this country with their foreign 
produce, and not enabled to take away 
our goods in return, that surely amount^ 
very nearly to a similar blockading decla¬ 
ration. I cannot but be surprised that 
any person can read this French Deq^c^ 
and dopbt its consfi’uction. The very 
amble of it recites wdiat has be6n d(>ne by 
•this, opuutry J hut it must bp ?tdmlued that 
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these imputations are groundless and false. 
It states that this country had block*aded 
Various ports against neutrals, and argues 
the necessity of retaliation, ahd of declar¬ 
ing t)K' IJritish isles in a state of bloc.kade. 
•^’he fact, however, is falsely assumed, that 
tlJis country ever declared any port in a 
State ol blockade> without previously in¬ 
vesting that poit. 1 shall do.the late go¬ 
vernment of this country the justice tO say 
that when they blockaded any of the eno- 
my^s ports, they anxiously Fnquired whether 
those ports had been in the first place regu¬ 
larly invested. The French government, in 
their decree, avowed their intention of re¬ 
taliation, without pievitiusly investing our 
ports, and therefore all the consequences 
of that blockade must be presumed to fol¬ 
low that dcelarutinn. It goes on through 
six articles, and then states, that an}- ves¬ 
sel coming from the British ports with 
British goods, shall not be admitted into 
any port of that country, meaning France 
itself, jVow" there does stunn something 
of an inconsistency between this article, 
and the first one in that Decree ; the one, 
in a certain degree, doing away the eflect 
of the other. It might, indeed, be doubted 
whether fhis w^as not done on purpose tliat 
110 vessel should be admitted direct from 
our ports to those of F’rance, till they 
touched at some intermediate one. It 
surely, at least, would bear such a con- 
struclion : but still the previous part of it 
justified us in a rontrary conclusion. 
That Decree of the FVench government 
avowed itself to mean a retaliation for an 
imaginary olfence; and what, then,became 
the duty of this country, and other coun¬ 
tries, in consequence of this outrageous 
measure ? TUsurely became their duty to 
render such a mode of unaccustomed w^ar- 
fare to be retaliated and retorted upon the 
enem^. It was cur duly to do this with as 
much forbearance as possible against other 
countries. Although it be a just principle 
in the law' of nations that other countries 
must naturally sufler, in a certain degree, 
by the measures adopted, by llmligerent 
powers; yet it is surely the duty of' each 
to render that suftering as little jnjurious 
as,possible. I certainly must justify the 
forbearance of the former ministry; but 
in doing ^o, I think it cannot be argued 
Aat if their measure was found insufficient 
the purposes intended, others more 
||||6rous should not be adopted, in dr- 
|!Wto remove those inconveniences this 
^plmtry was likely to undergo in conse- 
||nencc of French measures, Wiiat/thcn < 
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follow'ed the measure of the last govern¬ 
ment, dated the 7th of Jan..? DM Tieu- 
tral nations interpose .? Did the three na¬ 
tions whom the French Decrees materialljr 
affected interpose, in order to g/fet them re¬ 
moved .? Did Denmark, Portugal, or Ame¬ 
rica interpose t 1 have not understood that 
any of these powers did endeavour to do 
so. On the contrary, 1 think we have a 
pretty strong IVoto nnw’’ laid before the 
house, wdiich w'as presented by the Danish 
government, complaining of the injustice 
of the Decree issued by <j. Britain, but no 
inclination w'as evinced to revoke the pre¬ 
vious Dt^ciec of France, nor intimating 
any sense of the forbearance of this coun- 
tiy. That Note 1 think seems to be sound¬ 
ing pretty much of an Armed Neutrality, 
the favourite measure which Denmark has 
all along been aiming at; a measure 
on a principle which, once adopted and 
carried into effect, so as to incrca.se the 
maritime power of the nations on the con¬ 
tinent, must ]mt an end to the maritime 
pojverM'G. Britain. Such has all along 
been' the dispo^iuon of Denmark. As to 
Portugal, such was the unfortunate situa¬ 
tion of tliat countiy, that with every dis¬ 
position to do justice to her allies, it could 
not be supposed that she could venture to 
interfere to procure a revocation of the 
French Decree, when she was obviously 
under the necessity of endeavouring to 
purchase her ow n neutrality. So far from 
her being able to do so, it was well known 
tljat the port of Lisbon was made the en- 
trtp^ for violating the Decree we i.ssuod 
upon the 7th of Jan. and breaking through 
the prohibition of trading from one port 
to another. The country from which we 
had reason to expect the eflectual inter¬ 
position, U'a.s the United States of America. 
Upon a former occa.sion that country nt- 
tempteil what it was called upon to do, at 
<!east so i'ar as respected its own honour. 
It may be in the recollection of the hou.sc, 
that thcrc^was a Decree somewhat similar 
to the present one issued by the FVench 
government in the beginning of Jan. 1798, 
when that decree was noticed in the Pre¬ 
sident’s speech, as most injurious to Ame¬ 
rica, and stated to be a measure tljat could 
not be suftered to exist, without violating' 
the independence of their countiy. That' 
speech strongly showed what were then 
ffie feelings and the intentions of the 
United States upon this subject. It show'ed 
that it was then deemed to be an unjust 
attack against neutral rights, and that they 
ow'ned that nothing but a thorough resist- 
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ance to it could rescue them from it^ per- 
nicigus. effects. Such was the sense of 
America upon the Decree of 1798. What, 
now, has been the sense of America upon 
the Decree of 1S06 ? We have a right to 
look to that Government for the same sort 
c;f conduct that subject, when there 
was the same sort of Decree issued by 
France, with the addition of declaring the 
British Isles in a state of blockiu’e. Was 
it too much to eApect of America, that on 
being informed of that Decree, she should 
consider it as a measure issued totally re¬ 
gardless of her rights and independence ? 
Was it too mucli to expect that she would 
make a firm resistance to oppose its conse¬ 
quences ? We shall suppose, then, that 
America did actually interpose, and the 
question must come to this, w as it done in 
such a manner as to satisfy her honour and 
her interest as connected with G. Britain? 
As it was a measure of warfare against this 
country, was it not tending to afn ct Ame¬ 
rica remotely ? She owed her interposi¬ 
tion, undoubtedly, not only for her own 
honour but for her interest, ami those du¬ 
ties she should have obserA ed tow^ards the 
belligerent power that w^as thus attacked, 
and with whom she was in perfect amity. 
It has been asked, upon a ibrmer occasion, 
in order to shew the illegality of our mea¬ 
sures, has this Frenth Decree been at all 
enforced In France ? But 1 apjKchend 
the question ought tube—has th(‘ measure 
been revoked by Frvinee ? Are we to re¬ 
sort to the ministers of Franco for the pur¬ 
pose of knowing whether they can c^ef- 
ci^e their own Decree or not? After the 
discussion that has already taken place 
upon the subject of M. Deeres’ Letter, can 
any body consider that it contains that 
sort of revocation that ought to have satis- 
lied America? lias there been any Decree 
declaring that America was cxcepWd out 
of the Order of the 21st of Nov. ? 11’France# 
chose to give a doubtful and [irevancating 
answer to America, was that to a,<»siire Ame¬ 
rica that her commerce would ht^free from 
interruption? J[)id not the tenor and the 
maxim Still continue ? Were not her ves¬ 
sels, as well as those of other countries, 
obliged to pay higlier insurance, in con¬ 
sequence of that Decree still existing? 
Umloubtcjlly it must be conceded that a 
rivate assurance of this sort ought not to 
ave been considered any thing upon 
which America could rest satisfied. But,* 
even let*it be grahted, that there had been 
a public assurance to America that she 
alone was to be exempted from its influ- 
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ence, would that have been a sufficient 
ground for us not to . look further to our 
interest? What! because FVance chooses 
to except America frern her injurious de¬ 
crees, are we to consent to their cor^iuu- 
ance ? If France thinks proper to violate 
the territories of several neutral pow'ers 
and not to act in a similar manner tow aids 
another neutral, does it follow^ that tllose 
olhor nations are to submit and endure a 
nijsconstructlou of her conduct ? Such, 
then, is the cortstructiim that can be put 
upon her conduct by the law of nations, 
which is the principle of natural justice, 
honestly and bona Jidc eriiployed. It is 
not by maiuouvre andmauagemv ut of this 
sort that wc are to be bound to make the 
same exception in our conduct towards 
France, that ^he may be pleasi'd to make 
towards America, by that private assu¬ 
rance, if it may be so called, that passed 
througti ]\1. Deeres.—What took place 
upon the 17th or 19th of Feb. ? ^Jiic Spa¬ 
nish Decree was then issued, and it may 
be looked upon as tlie act of France. 
Was there any exception in favour of 
America ? If it was to he understood that 
America w^as excepte^i out of the Decree 
of the 21 st of Nov. is it to be supposed that 
in that subsequent decree we should not 
have had some notice of that exception ? 
This, surely, was a prt tty strong proof 
that America was never intended to have 
been exempted. Did not the capture of 
the ship Sanson, by the Spanish officers, 
evince w hat was their understanding of the 
blockade of England ? Siie was taken upon 
the sole ground of lier violating that blot k- 
ading decree. Now', let us go on to ano¬ 
ther point that w’ill yet further elucidate 
the nature ol’ that Decree, i allude to the 
Treaty of Tilsit. France now^ iiad consu- 
niated partly her objecT ; Russia and Prus¬ 
sia had made their peace with France and 
were become neutrals ; but do they call 
for a revocation of that Decree ? No; 
they are converted into the allies of 
France ; and can any one doubt that 
w'as part*^r the sy.stein,of lliat Treaty, that 
Denmark, Russia, and Prussia, were all to 
be condemned to comply w ith the con/e-^ 
deracy ? France now had accomplished 
what she deemed a grand object towards 
excluding the commerce of G. Britain 
from all the contmental ports. Wiiat was 
the answer of, Buonaparte himself, as to 
America? He expressly disavows any m<% 
tention of excluding her from his mea¬ 
sures, even when he began to feel that thjs 
blockade gf this country might tend to^ 
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tetort upon him the evil of his own injus¬ 
tice, ]>;ow, let us look a little info the 
Bituation of this country and Europe, as 
affected by th« Treaty of Tilsit, in the lat¬ 
ter ipart of Oct. or beginnino' of Nov. last, 
when these Or(h‘rs in Council were issued. 
The fact was, that with regard to England, 
she was excladeil from every port of Eu¬ 
rope, except the island of 'Sicily. Her 
produce and maiiufaetures were com¬ 
pletely interdicted. Y^'t, it has b(!-eii 
stated, that these Orders have bCeii the 
ruin of our commerce. Look at our situ¬ 
ation without ihe^c Orders, and then let 
us consider the (]uestion. Not a port was 
open at the period t(|ey were issued. The 
continental market of Europe was com¬ 
pletely shut against us. But then it is 
said, that those vigorous measures of the 
French governnumt woiild not have been 
carried into excv'utjon, hud not our Orders 
been adofUed. j\o\v, 1 answer to this, 
thatwc have not read a sjngle iu ws-j)apt*r, 
for many months back, that did not bring 
us accounts of l*rc.>h irieasiues being taken 
for the rigorous and strict observaiu'e of 
that original decree. Ik .sides tiiis, let ns 
look to the probability of the fact. Jt 
might very prol)ab!y have b-^'en the case, 
had France contlmiuf] e.t v^ar with some 
of the filler continental powers, that she. 
would, from necessity, ha\ e softened the 
rigour of her Decree, and connived at 
neutrals inlroducing British commodities 
upon the contiueiit; but, when Buonaparte 
has consummated lus grand scheme for 
the destrui tioji of our niariliiue power, 
C£in any peuvon helie\e, that he w'ould 
any, longer liavc sntlercd this ( onnivance? 
Would he not have done every thing to 
forward his jfrand object of excoinmuni- 
itating G. Britain.(rom the society of na¬ 
tions X Wo have only to refer to the news¬ 
papers of the month of Oct to find, that 
at the very moment wdien Buonaparte res¬ 
tores to their legitimate sovereiirns the dis- 
trlctsof Mechleiiburg and Oldenburg, it is 
upon Ih.e expre.ss condition tlvatV^iey shall 
exclude I'riiisli enfimeroe. If this, then. 
Was the ca.se, what Avas the situation of this 
country ? We might send our tmaniifac- 
ture.s for the conuunption of our colonies, 
and in return Ave could bring home, our 
colonial produce, but tln re our commerce 
end. d. Not one article of British manu¬ 
facture could find its way to the cont ne.nt 
Europe. Will any person say, that 
glhis situation would not be the de.struclion 
the resources of this country : We 
PquI^I have nolhing to do, but cithef to at- 
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tempt to force open the door to the,conti¬ 
nental market, or submit to those lewns of 
peace which France was willing to iinpo.se 
upon us. If France had the rnean.s of ob¬ 
taining from other sources tlvrisc articles 
of which she stood in need, i.^ it at all pro¬ 
bable that she would ever h^e consented 
to admit our produce ? When France h 
deprived of those article.^, is it not natural 
to suppose that .she will become the vio^ 
lator of her own prolifcitions } Will she 
not then be induced to receive our com¬ 
merce into her territories? Js there any 
chance of her doing this, if she could l)e 
supplied by other means ? Jl is true, that 
before these Orders in Gouncil wau e issiud, 
there was a considerable degree of benefit, 
in my opinion, derived by the efiect of the 
Order of the 7tb of Jan. That Order 
pre.^sed very considerably upon the conti¬ 
nent of Europe ; and the more so a.s the 
powders gradually cMine under the dominion 
and cimtroiil of France, as there was tlu ii 
no neutral intermediate power through 
which they could violate those Ordeis. 
Vv’^e must bo aware, however, tliat the 
coasting trade of Fanope was necessarily 
open to very considcralile evasion, by 
stealing along their shores in small ve.ssels ; 
and besides, that there were means of 
communication through the great rivers 
of Europe, by which with con.sidcrable 
inconveniem e to thcmselve.s, they might 
be supplied Avitli the various j)roduct.s of 
the continents. But with respect to the 
foreign comniercc, they wi:re actually 
luifrer no iriecmveuieiu (* whatever, not¬ 
withstanding all our bo.isted maritim<* su¬ 
periority. Our enemie.s had, in fact, bet¬ 
ter opporlunitii^s for procuring foreign 
commerce, than if they had employed a 
gr^at maritime force to protect their trade. 
TKis may, indeed, aj)pcar paradoxical, 
])ut thfb truth is, that by means of neutral 
^'vessels they could bring home, not only 
all the prodiue of their islands, but (.\en 
the prodpee of America, as securely as if 
they had not been in a slate of warfiirc : 
under neutral name.s they enjoyed a com¬ 
plete suj>ply*of all the proilucts from the 
various tjuarb'rs of the world. I’hey col¬ 
lected the duties upon the export; of them 
from their colonies, and they were even 
doing something more than this; they 
were granting bounties for the carrying of 
^thosc very products to the mot her country. 
Wines and brandies and other products ol 
France, went in exchange for oil.s, 
and other products of their ^ olonie.s, with¬ 
out being in the slightest degree ques- 
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tioned. In short, they were in the full 
enjoyment of all the advantages of peace, 
by having an ample supply of all sorts of 
goods. The regular tea sales at Amster¬ 
dam went on without any tlie smallest in¬ 
terruption,\jiist as if the DiUch were in a 
state of thV most profound peace ; ships 
that traded Amsterdam to China be¬ 
ing allowed to navigate with the grea’^est 
facility. Even the capital of every Dutch 
merchant was mlly employed. Most of 
the houses in Amsterdam have houses in 
America, or have agents in that country, 
so that the money was advanced in many 
instances before a single l)ale of goo^ds letir 
America. They had then colonial and 
other produce convoyed to thorn just in the 
same manner as if we had not the enjoy¬ 
ment of any maritime superiority at all. J 
do not know whether or not I have been 
succesful in my view of the subject, but it 
does seem to me, that looking to the situ¬ 
ation of Europe, and of this country, at the 
time of issuing these Orders, it was ruinous ' 
to us in the extreme. While this ^country 
w as in this state of blot kade, America 
could not take from ns a single bale of Bri¬ 
tish goods without the risk of her vessels 
being lawful prizes to the 1^'iench. Our 
commerce and colonial produce might 
have remained in our w arehouses vnd rut¬ 
ted there ; as 1 caimot help lhiuk‘ng tliat 
the more Buonaparte acquirt d oftl'o Lonli- 
nent, the more rigorously would he be in¬ 
clined to enforce his measures. And be 
it recollected, that our commerce consti¬ 
tutes the sinews of w^ar, and thewfdl’c 
those measures of retaliation which we 
adopted w ere absolutely necessary for our 
preservation and deience. We have only 
imposed those privations upon Trance 
which would ifiduce Trance,or at least the 
inhabitants of that country, (for I am^not 
supposing that w’c could compel their go¬ 
vernment to agree to these nieasuros), 
become the violators of their own decrees. 
Now, upon the ground of retaliation vve 
are perfectly justified. .It has been said, 
that our Orders have been a violation of 
the lavv of Nations; but need I revert to 
any other authority upon this subject than 
that of the late government themselves } 
I confess that I cannot see any diftercnce 
in the principle, although there may be 
some in the degree, between these Orders 
and that of the 7 th of Jan. ; they were 
founded upon the principle of retaliatior?. 
This principle was completely set forth by 
a noble lord (Howick) in a note to Mr. 
Hist, tp. -402;] in* which he strongly rc- 
VoL, X. 


pre.scnts the injustice of the French De¬ 
cree’of NoV. 1806, and juslifios the con¬ 
duct of his majesty in issuing the Order in 
Council, of 7th Jan. wiiijch Order was 
founded upon the just principle of retali¬ 
ation. This [irittcipie s(;ems to have been ^ 
asserted by Franco herself. I do not feel . 
it, no withstiiiuling these authorities, ne¬ 
cessary to plead tile justilication of these 
OreV rs, by the precedent of tliat-issued by 
hvs majes^y^s lalt* government.—No ; f 
thinks and I aiif sure, this house will fe0l, 
that they are perfectly justifiable ; and, I 
W'ill add, found I d on the lavv of nations. 

In l/dS, Russia feeling at that })criod the 
uggresoioiis and ovcnvecning rariny of 
France, did issue an Older oV a much 
str(>nger stainji than those issued by (t. 
Britain, and so much complained of; that 
Order autliorised the seizure of all ships 
proci eding to France. 1 tlo contend, that 
the* question of the conformity of these 
Orders to the law^ of nations, cannot be 
\icvved in the abstract. It may be a.'sked, 
w ill you repel injustice w ith injiistice ^ No. 

— 'But, I would ask, is it to be endured,’ 
that one belligerent shall be suffered to 
act toward.s another in a manner the 
most unjust, and the most contrary to 
the laws of nations, and that the other 
belligerent shall be bound to observe the 
accustomed usages and conduct towards 
her ? 1 do contend that France has acted 

towards this country in open violation of 
every liiw of nations ; and 1 do maintain 
that this country is justific.d in retaliating 
upon her. If it be said that the law of 
nations oyght not to be observed, I do 
from my heart protest against such a prin¬ 
ciple. I do think that nothing but the 
most urgent necessity can winrant its non- 
observance. If, however, your enemy 
will not be bound* it, I do think 
tliat you have no ^her resort but That of 
going back to first principles, and look¬ 
ing to self-preservation.—Much has been 
said of the infringement of neutral rights, 
but 1 have heard very little said of neutral' 
duties. *111 the operation of those Orders 
in Council, it never was in the contempla¬ 
tion of the framers of them to oppose neu¬ 
tral rights. If America sufler, it is ^hat 
is unavoidable where her interest is 
connected as in the present war betweelb 
this country and France'. These measures 
against Amerif;a were alone intended th 
annoy France, not to injure or infVin^ 
upon the rights of*neutrals. Every co^ 
cession, tliat was compatible With the 
.fenMof the country, I do maintain wds 
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made in favour of ncul rals. America was, 
' as heforCi admitted to to (he rolcviies 
and bring back their produce for her own 
cousuniptioM. 1 cannot consider it a hard- 
«|hij) to require* of a neutral whom 3^00 
‘ admit^lo go to an enemy’s colony, to be 
subjec t to certain restrictions for such ad- 
’ mission. If you liavc a right to interdict 
it, you have a right to point out suc'li re¬ 
gulations as jrou think fit. It has bpcti 
said that the measures adopted towards 
Aaienca will be likely to produce misun¬ 
derstanding between her and this couiitiy. 
I do not believe it; on the contrar}", 1 am 
thoroughly^ jiersuaded that America will 
feel, when she views these measures with 
that temper and coolness that 1 think she 
will, that thi.s country has been actuated 
by no hostile feeling against her, but that 
whatever injury she ina\^ sustain, was ab¬ 
solutely unavoidable on our part, and in- 
^ dispensable to our preservation‘and.exist¬ 
ence. It is impossible that America should 
not see that this country, has' done evciy 
tiling in its power compatible with its 
security, to accommodate and convenience 
her. I am proud it has been so ; con¬ 
vinced as I am, that the prosperity of the 
one c ountry is the prosperity of the other. 
Different has been the treatment of Franc e 
to America. All communication with O. 
Britain bus been interdicted, under the 
threat of destroying her independence. 
Tlie conduct of France tov\ards America, 1 
do contend, has been one continued scene 
of insult and injuiy. O. l^ritain has, on 
contrary, uniformly acted with mode- 
isatiofiand forbearance, and with every w ish 
ifo cultivate amity and friendship between 
, the two countries. 1 am satisfied, from al! 
these coasidorations, and from the good 
sense of the people of America, that no 
rilpturc wull take-glace between us and 
hor. great deal of ^.bjt'ction has been 
raised against the shape of these Orders in 
Council, against the particular time at 
which they have been issUetl, and against 
.their being too rigorous; but I do trust 
the house will feci the weaknesj^pf tliese 
objections, and agree that they have been 
founded both upon policy, justice, and law. 
Theae Orders, 1 am satisfied, will cause 
seveiJ® privations on the continent, and 
^ visit Open the head of its tyrant the evils 
intended to l>e entailed upon us. The 
i period in which we live is awful beyond 
example, and the contest in which w e are 
e«|^ed, great bcy<»iul precedent. We 
possessed of the dbminion of the sea; 
M^rance of the land; so fer we are on a 
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fooling of complete equality. I regret to 
liear that so much clamour has been raised, 
by I know not w hat infatuation, for peace 
at the })resent moment. Are those w'ho 
are such advocates for that measure, satis¬ 
fied that it would be a lasting, id, and 
safe one ? I very much fear th/ t no peace 
of the kind could be obtained, at pi*esent. 
I am satisfied, that by car'iying on the 
contest with that spirit and energy that 
become a free people, tj'.e issue will be 
speedy, honourable, and glorious. 

Earl Temple thought his hoii. and learned 
friend, who had just sat down, had de¬ 
parted from the investigation of the (jues- 
tion bdbre the house. He contended, that 
the principle of self-preservation laid dowm 
by his hnn. and learned friend in defence 
of these Orders in Council, was not made 
out. If it had been, he would admit it to 
be a justification of them. The injury 
done to neutrals, it w'as contended, was 
unavoidable, and was with a view to the 
ultimate injury and annoyance of the 
enem 3 ^, He contended, that we could 
have no riglit to attack neutrals directly 
in order to injure the enemy tollalcrally. 
The Order issui*d by bis majesty’s late 
government, in Jan. 1807, was issued 011 
grounds totally" distinct frmn the present 
Orders. The fornic-r w%^s in pevtVet con¬ 
formity with the laws of nations; the latter 
in direct violation of them. In order to 
justify our conduct tow^ards America, it 
would bo necessary to shew that she ac- 
(juiesced in the provisions of the Frerieh 
Dttcrec. The contrary', however, appeared 
to be the fact. On the appearance of the 
French Decree, in Nov. the American mi¬ 
nister required an explanation of it, stat¬ 
ing, that it was contrary to the treaty of 
amity and commerce oxi,sting between 
America and France. The answer of the 
miifister of marine w ;is, that it was not iu 
the corftemplation of the Frciiuh Decree 
to affect American ships. He had heard 
it said, that this was idle assertion ; but 
he would be glad to ask, if the communi¬ 
cation of the explanatitm of this Decree, 
by the President of the United States of 
America to Congress, was nothing more 
than idle assiuiion ? It was a well-know'ii 
fact, that the merchants of this countrjr, 
whose opinions upon these Orders in Coun¬ 
cil” were certainly the most cort^ct, and 
who uniformly complained of them, had 
r^t, in conse(|uence of the French Decree, 

[ been. obliged to pay a single additional 
shilling insurance on the trade between 
tills country and America. Spain was 
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obliged to issue a similar decree at the 
time France issued hers. An American 
ship was brought into a Spanish port for 
a violation of this decree ; she was brought 
to trial iifUhe Prize Court, and orclcrcd to 
be releasA. Another instance occurred 
in France,^en an American ship, under 
the same ciicumstances, was released. 
What? he would ask, could be so con¬ 
vincing as the^ hicts ? and what could 
more strongly shew that it was not the 
intention of France to injure or restrict 
American traders? There were other 
facts which proved Mr. Munroe^s letter 
to Mr. Secretary Canning, [p. 598] stat¬ 
ing it not to be the intention of France 
to interfere with the trade of Armorica. 
In the teeth of all this evidence, and 
three weeks afier the receipt of Mr. Mnii- 
roc's letter to Mr. Canning, these Orders 
in Council appeared. It was said that 
America did not obtain the revocation of 
the French Decree—but how could that 
be expected ? It might not l)c, nor was not 
in her power to do so.—The noble Jord 
proceeded to consider the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil as contradictory to the established prin¬ 
ciples of municipal law; fjuoting part of 
Magna Charta, with the commentary of 
Montesquieu, to prove that this country 
ever had considered the rights of even fo¬ 
reign merchants as part of their oun con¬ 
stitutional liberty; hend^ he maintaiiicii, 
the exertion of the king* prerogative in 
the publication of these Orders, and their 
enforcement, had cllectually violated ,tho 
established law of the land. The rights of 
war should only bo exerted by the king on 
the property of the enemy, and by no 
means should they be extended to that of 
neutrals. This measure had even proceed¬ 
ed so far as to raise a tax, and levy supplies, 
without the consent of parliament.—AVith 
respect to the policy of the measfire itself, 
if the inexplicable nature of the Orders 
permitted him to say he could form any just 
idea even of their tcnfiency,^he must ac¬ 
knowledge his decided conviction of their 
tendency to injure our trade, to dt'pre- 
ciate our character among other nations, 
•nd to deprive us of the means of meet¬ 
ing the pressing emergencies of the times. 
These Orders, as affecting the sugar am 
cottonitrade, had the worst possible effect. 
He could never comprehend how this 
measure could be denominated a reta¬ 
liation, since it affected primarily our¬ 
selves, and next our allies. The I'rench 
would contentedly suffer some embarrass¬ 
ment and incoftveuience, being w’ell aj^ 
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prised that the sinew's of our strength laid 
in our commerce, lienee £he whole force 
of thi.s injurious system reverted on our- , 
selves.—lie*concluded wj^h entering his 
formal protest against the measure. 

IMr. Rose dcRuided the legality of the 
m.^'usure, contending that it had not vio¬ 
lated any law whatever, but on the contrJiry 
was cxprcssfly provided for by act of par¬ 
liament. When these Orders in Council 
\rere made, he assured the house, they 
wore'not pointed at America, but were in¬ 
tended as a direct and justifiable retalia¬ 
tion against France. lie then adverted to 
the state of the navigation of America, and 
the immense increase of her shipping and 
carryings trade, her trade from the East 
Indio with all pails of the world, and the 
reduction in the sale of all East India goods, 
pepper, tea, lie repeated, that nothing 
w^s more.dcslruble than to avoid warfare 
w ith‘America, and he could not help 
hoping, that when America came to con¬ 
sider coolly and deliberately upon the' 
subject, she v\ ouhl be satisfied that these 
Orders were never iiilended against her; 
that to preserve peace with that country 
was most desirable ; and he was well assu¬ 
red that government would see it in its 
true light—that of a measure of retaliation 
adojited through necessity. 

Mr. Jlihbcji had been anxious to thank 
his learned friend (the Advocate General) 
for his excellent speech, but could not 
omit, tit the same time, to recollect with 
gratitude another speech of that learned 
gentleman,* in which he had ably defend¬ 
ed the Order in Council of Jan, 1807, not 
only as founded on principles of natural 
justice, which w ere the basis of the law of 
nations ; but as diixctly Ivearing upon the 
enemy and considerate towards neutrals. 
The princijjh' of thal*mcasure was so clear¬ 
ly expressed in ^a State Paper wmich had 
been alluded to in the course of the de¬ 
bate,!' that he begged pt rinission to read 
the Avords; ‘^Neutrality, properly coasi- 
dered, does not consist ih taking advantage 
of eve^ situation, betw'ecn belligerent^ 
stales, by which emolument may accrue 
to the neutral, whatever may be the con¬ 
sequences to either belligerent party ; but 
in observing a strict and honest impartial¬ 
ity, so as not to afford advantage in the 
war to either ; and particularly in so far 
restraining its trade to the accustomed 

* See vol. vimp. (>33. 
t Lord llowicxs Letter to Mf. 
see p. 402. 





course which is held in time of p^ace^ as 
riot th fender assistance to one belligerent 
in escaping the ellect of the other^s hosti¬ 
lities. The duty of a neutral ss, ' non iu- 
terponerc se hello, non, hoste iniminente 
hoste/n oripore and ye/, it is manifest^ 

' that lending a neutral navigation to carry 
on the coasting trade of the enemy, is in 
* direct contradiction to this dpfiniuon of 
neutral obligations, as it is, in effoeh to 
rescue the commerce of the enemy frorn 
the distress'to which it is reduced by the 
superiority of the British navy, to assist 
his resources, and to prevent G. Britain 
, from bringing him to reasonable terms of 
pcace.^^—Here was no assumption of the 
principle, of retaliation, but a measure 
purely belligerent; the justice of which 
could not be affected by the variable and 
Occasionally relaxed practice of nations. 
It did, indeed, treat as France, all that 
. France held in absolute control ;*‘an oxteh- 
sion consistent with the principle by which 
alone it was to be tried, as in practice it 
was not even strictly true that neutrals in 
peace had no sbarb whatever in the coast¬ 
ing trade of individual France. They had 
shared in that trade before the revolutitm 
in the proportion of about 6,000 in one 
million of tons of shipping.—But the recent 
Orders in Council, retaliating upon the 
enemy his vain threat of blockade, which 
so far as America was concerned he had 
not attempted to execute, pronounced upon 
a large portion of the world, incljading 
, nearly the whole of Europe, a constructive 
blockade, and then* proceeded, with our 
imniense naval force, to act towards neu¬ 
trals as offensively as if such blockade were 
actually carried into effect. \Vc boasted, 
indeed, of our relaxations, as we were 
pleased to call them, by w^hich confisca¬ 
tion was commuted f<ir revenue, but these 
|>rovisi(>ii6 were in his opinion a vicious 
feature in the measur-e; they stamped upon 
it that air houiifjdere^ whicn would ensure 
its condemnation by neutrals. It w^as in 
vain we declared that revenue w'as no part 
of our object; America would nol^clievc 
us. He would leave htw’ever the question 
of legality to others who would, he was 
sure, most satisfactorily discuss it.-*-As to 
the expediency of the measure, it was one 
principal motive in his rising to state, that 
the West India interest had neither pro- 
, meted, nor approved it. There was an 
’ erroneous opinion on this subject among 
the^ubHc, not among his^maje sty’s mini- 
must well know that in Dec. 
India CgnuniUce had unani¬ 


mously and decisively expressed in a com¬ 
munication to the chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer their belief, that these Orders in 
Council could afford to our own colonies 
no relief, but might, on the con/i^ary, fa¬ 
cilitate and legal ISC the supplyf and sup¬ 
port of the cneniy^s colonics.^fhe British 
West India planters had beea^lso accused 
of suggesting and promoting a quarrel with 
America, This, also, was false; for a 
great majority of them and acknow¬ 
ledged that w ar with America would be 
one of the greatest calamities to which 
our colonies could be subjected. They had, 
indeed, been sorely grieved by the abuses 
of the netitral trade, and as America was 
chiefly instrunicnlai in those abuses, ex¬ 
pressions of anger and irritation had been 
wrung fi'om them in their distress. But, 
the remedies they had so long and earnestly 
suggested, wxre, that liie colonies of the 
enemy should, in their turn, be .subjected 
tc the chances of war; that they should 
be blockaded by a portion of our great 
naval foi'co, or that the rule of the war of 
1756 should be enforced. And, objection¬ 
able as the latter of these measures might 
have appeared to Amcrici if suddenly re¬ 
sorted to, he was persuaded that it would 
have proved less .so than tlu; mea.suics we 
had a<loptcd. It might have been allevi¬ 
ated by conceding to her a teniporar}?' 
traffic in so much of our owm colonial pro¬ 
duce as mustIptherwise be wasted or 
hrought hither to the ruin of the planter, 
and it might have been ju.stly delended 
as ^ bflligerent measure, mo.st consi.stent 
I wdih our own situation as masters of tlie 
sea, and with our unque.'stionahie right to 
impoverish those sourcc’ito whith the ene¬ 
my must look for establishing himself as 
a rival maritime power. What was it we 
were^drcaciing, in the event of peace, so 
much as/hat France sliould tiu reby ob- 
tam a navy ? and w’as it not true that to 
her colonics principally she must look for 
that purpose.?—It woutd be foumi on at¬ 
tentive surw*y, tiiat the naval force of 
France haul always kept pace with the 
)jrospevity of her colonial trade, and yet, 
wiMiout regarding on whom the reproach 
might fall, he must say, that in the long 
course of this conte.st we had been" very 
little solicitous to prevent her from i;cceiv- 
:ng back her colonies at a peace, in a con¬ 
dition much more prosperous than that in 
w h^i we had maintained our own. —If our 
India colonies were not to be b^ne- 
fitted by this measure, he was at a loss to 
g]!riciive by what description of traders 
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the advantage was to be derived. It was America, but h? feardd their acts cotitra- 
the commencement of a wai* of privation dieted Vheir sentiments, 
by the greatest commercial nation in the Lord H. Petty contended that America 
world, and it must be remembered that in had submitted fo no injury qp the part of 
this conflict there might be two kinds of France, and therefore we were not er^ti- 
distress: distVss irom the need of buying, tied to inflict any tnjary on the ground of 
and distress ft|mi the need of selling; in retaliation. He instanced two cases of the 
his opinion, lli\ latter feeling was more detention of American ships, one by a 
likely to press upon this country than the Spanish, and the other by a French crui- 
former upon Fran^‘. \Xv could not ac- ser; Both were released with costs and 
cornplish both objects, that of distressing changes after a hearin^, in a French and 
the enemy by subjecting him to wants, Spanish•t:ourt of prize appeal, lie hoped 
ami that of relieving our own trade by that the same sensij of public duty which 
sujij.i ;ing him; one of those aims wc bad in another place triumphed this night 
niigi.f, ; tialiy attain; but, in proportion would here also put the pubhc i<i ^msseii- 
as vv I approach to it, we must re- sion of the necessary information upon chis 
cede fi :n the other. The policy of wan- important point. It w^as not for the inte- 
toiiiy niching into a contest with the only rest of this country to force a war between 
reuuuning neutral, while we'were so dc- . America and France ; next to a war between " 
peiulaut upon foreign dt'maiul, he could England and America a war between 
not see. Tlie conciliatory language field Franeje and America would be most in- 
a few nights ago by the right hon. the jurious. *The neutrality of America was* 
chancellor of the exchequer had been the means of diftusing the manufactures of 
hailed by him as the promise of a better G. Britain. The rctaliatidh of French 
disposition : that right hon. gent, hacf said, prohibition would but deprive the more 
tiiai the prosperit y of America was the wealthy among the French people of a few 
prosperity of G. 13ritain ; and he might luxuries, while the annihilation of neutral 
have added, that the prosperity of the commerce would be most injurious to the 
world was the prosperity of G. Britain.— manufactures of G. Britain. The accu- 
Such language was not the mark of des- rnulation of sugars that would be created 
pondeiK y or submission, it was more apt here by the collected produce of the va- 
lo spring from confidence in moderate rious islands conquered by this country ; 
views and in a just cause. Why should by the importation from the French islands, 
it not be u.'.ed in speaking of other foreign m American bottoms; and by the impot- ' 
relations ? it might invite or cultivate dis- tation froih the Brazils, now sanctioned by 
positions ol returning amity, and he trust- ^ act of parliament; the arts of substitu- 
cd could never be interpreted as an incti- tion which the French people would learn, 
nation to surrender one essential or impor- and the privations to winch they would 
taut interest of the country. Such Ian- accustom themselves, would be la.sting in- 
guage, too, would discourage Petitions for juries to this country and her colonies. 
Peace. The course we were pursuing Thus, this measure, which promised so 
must prolong our own commercial dis- much benefit at the outset* w'as attended 
tresses, and, m his opinion, would have no with much mischief in The result. He 
other eflcct on the enemy than that of*fur- deprecated proceedmgs which w^ouldin- 
nishlng him with a new stimulus to the rolve the country in a quarrel with the 
enthusiasm of his immense armies, in main- only remaining neutral. He ridiculed the 
taining the contest against us until what idea of those who abused the Order of the 
he w^juld denominate our maritime tyran- 7th Jan, as imbecile, and who now quoted 
ny should.be effectually controlled. it as authomy of force tin this quesHoni 

Mr. Smith felt particularly the inju- and who, in like manner, censured as 
ry that would be sustained by the interrup- ruinous invasions of the navigation act, 
tion of the American corn trade, shut up and the provisions of the act of last sessions,- 
deprived as we were of ail supplies of that for allowing the Americans to import the 
essential neeessary from the Baltic. The necessaries of life into our West India 
right hon. gent, who brought in this bill colonies. He trusted the house wouldv 
m one hand, ought, therefore to have pause, before it gave its sanction to a, 
brought in a General Inclosure bill in the measure of such effect, and so little ^und* • 
other. He greatly rejoi^d the seuti- ed in right and law. . ^ ^ 

n^ients expressed by thc'rigbt hon. gentle- Lord Castlereagh contended that, the Orf 
men as to the value of^the connexion with de^ ip Council were founded oh a principle 
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of fdrbeairaiice towards America, and not 
likely *-0 injure their commercial interests 
in any degree, as much as the adoption of 
the rule of tjic war in Hob. The state- 
ooiftained in the answer of lord 
Howick to Mr. Rist, that the government 
of this country would not cease to act 
upon the order of the 7th of Jan. until 
neutrals should procure the revocation of 
the French Decree, but ill accorded with 
the sentiments expressed by the noble 
lord opposite (lord H. Petty). Whatever 
relaxation of the rigour of its decree the 
French government might have found it 
covenient to adopt at home, it was most 
rigidly enforced in all the French colonies. 

It was not till after the peace of Tilsit 
that France found herself in a condition 
to execute that Decree generally over the 
continental countries subjected to hercon- 
troul. While she was exclutling our pro¬ 
duce from all parts of the continent, was 
this country to submit, without throwing 
any impediment in the way of her supply 
of her colonial produce ? If the rule of 
1756 were to be applied to America, it 
would deprive her of full one half of her 
exports. Could the noble lord contend 
that it was not an advantage to America 
that we had not declared the enemies co- j 
lonies in a state of blockade ? The Ame- I 
ricans would have no right to complain of I 
the duties proposed to be laid on, be¬ 
cause they were only the carriers, and the 
duty would, of course, fall uport the con¬ 
sumers. As to the effect that might be 
produced upon the commerce of this coun¬ 
try by the state of the continent, he ad- 
Jnitted that its exports might for a time 
be checked, but that could not last long, 
because no*pressure could keep down the 
vast extent of territory under prohibition, 
iri such a mannei^ that the interests of in- 
diviSuals would not^induce them to pro¬ 
cure such articles as might be necessary 
for them. As to the question relative to 
our relations with America, he could as¬ 
sure the house that he and his ^colleagues 
were extremely ajfixious to a^ft the inter¬ 
ruption of peace and amity with that coun¬ 
try. If the calamity of war /ihould un¬ 
happily take place, whenever the conduct 
of nis majesty s ministers should be brought 
under consideration, it would be seen, tiiat 
no effort bad been spared in order to pre¬ 
vent if. If war should be the conse- 
^ it would appear, that no conces-* 

br submission could have prevented 
^ The arguments of the noble lord came 
%kh a bad grace from those who hkd 
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held the language contained in lord How- 
ick^s answer to Mr. Rist; rather should 
they now maintain the principles which 
tfioy then professed, at a time, too, when 
the dangers of the country were not so 
imminent as at present. Tli^consequence 
of a war wnuld he the lossj^^o America of 
her whole export trade, Whilst only one- 
fburth of our exports would be endangered 
by that event. Our j^eans of shutting 
American produce in ffer ports, in conse¬ 
quence of our vast marine, were far more 
extensive than her internal means of ex¬ 
cluding us, and, consefjuently, a consider¬ 
able portion of what this country now ex¬ 
ported to America, would find its way into 
that coimlry notwithstanding a war. We 
were not, from the mere apprehensions of 
a war with that country, to shrink from 
the assertion of those maritime rights 
which were so essential to our natio ial 
strength and prosperity. The (juestion 
now w^as, whether we were to be ( on- 
quered by the French or not ? Buona¬ 
parte had essayed his militviry warfare 
against us ineffectually, and he was now 
trying the success of a commercial w ar- 
fare. It was an attack upon the ])ublic 
j spirit of the country, and he was con- 
I viiiced the nation would not decline the 
contest. In order to obtain any peace with 
France, in order to made her live in peace, 
w'e must prove to her that she can make 
no impression on us. The only prospect 
of living with that country in civil or po- 
^litical intercourse, w'as aftorded by a per- 
seVerance in the war, till by a proud defi¬ 
ance of all her means, we should convince 
licr of her inability to destroy or weaken 
ours : so might we enjoy relations of anii-e 
cable intercourse, not of suspended war¬ 
fare with her; but that could never be ex¬ 
pected, till we should have established the 
proefT that no instrument she could employ, 
w ould avail for the reduction of the pow er 
or the resources of this empire. 

The gallery was then cleared for a divi¬ 
sion, wnen the numbers appeared— 

For the second reading . . . . 21 


Against it. 94 

Majority.—120 


While strangers were excluded, another 
division took place upon the qijestion, That 
the Bill be committed this day 

For the question 147 

Against it. 55 

Majority.-—92 

Adjourned at half past 3 on Friday morn- 
ing. f ; 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Fridayi Fehritaiy 19. 

Petition respecting tHE Cold-Bath- 
Fields Prison.] —Mr. Sheridan held in his 
hand a Peti^on similar to that which he 
had yesterdawvillidrawn, in deference to 
what seemed tS^c the sense of the house. 
Yet though he%iad given way he could 
not help thinking.that there was no suf¬ 
ficient reason for ^fusing to receive the 
petition: The dooAi of parliament ought 
to be' thrown open as wide as possible, 
for the reception of the petitions of the 
subject representing his grievances; and 
if a petition was to be rejected merely be¬ 
cause at the moment of presenting it the 
petitioners were not in the precise situa¬ 
tion in which they described themselves 
to be, merely because they did not desig¬ 
nate themselW\s ])ro[>erly, that designation 
being wholly immaterial to the subject of 
th(*, petition, it would give rather an un¬ 
favourable impression as to the disposition 
which it was proper that parliament sUonUl 
be known to have to attend to all jusf 
complaints. The petitioners were, in part, 
gi\uul jurors of the county of Middlesex 
orv the day oi^ which the petition was 
signed, the !id of Nov. last, but on that 
day they cea'^cd to be so. The present 
pdition was from the foreman of that 
grand jury, INlr. Stephens, in his individual 
capacity, lie wMshed to know however, 
whether he might not this day again offer 
to the sense of the house the petition which 
he had withdrawn yesterday. , 

The Speaker recommended the right 
hon. gent, to acquiesce in the sense of the 
house expressed yesterday, as to the pro¬ 
priety of admitting that petition. 

Mr. su])mitte(], but he declared 

he would never again acquiesce in what 
he felt to be WTong. He tlien prese^ileJ 
the petition, wdiich w^as as follows : 

To the knights, citizens, and burgesses 
of the honourable house of commons, of 
G. Britain and Ireland, in the uniteeVparlia¬ 
ment assembled : The Petition of Alexan¬ 
der Stephens, of the honourable society 
of the Middle Temple, and PAvk Houie, 
in the county of Middlesex, esq. humbly 
sheweth, THiat certain persons lately serv¬ 
ing the office of grand jurymen for the 
county of Middlesex, to the number of 
about nine, having visited^ the House of 
Correction for the said county, coipmonly 
called th^ Cold-Bath-Fields Prison, on 
Tuesday, Nov. S, in the year of our Lord 
1807, between the hours of 11 and 12 in 


[osd 

the forenoon: They there discovered, 
that alhthe loaves found by them (each of 
which ought to contain 16 ounces, and to 
be distributed *daily, at 10 of clock in the' 
morning) were greatly deficient in pc^t 
of quantity, as wilj be seen from the an¬ 
nexed statement on the part of one of the 
magistrates of the city of London : That 
the prison weight demanded and used 
upon the present occasion, for trying thq 
loaves in rotation, proved also deficient, aa 
was fully demonstrated in both instances 
on the same day, when compared with 
the standard at Guildhall, in the presence, 
first, of sir W. Leighton, knight, then lord 
mayor; and afterwards of R. Phillips, esq. 
thch and still one of the sheriffs of London 
and Middlesex, as well as of four of the 
late grand jury; and, moreover, that the 
scales of the said prison were false and 
fraudulent.'^ ' Copy of a letter from Mr. 

‘ Sheriff Phillips to William Mainwaring, 

^ esq. chairman of the quarter sessions, 

' &c. Sir; 1 consider it a duty which I 
‘ ow^e the public to inform you, as chair- 
" man of the quarter sessions, and, I be- 
' lieve, one of the committee for couduct- 
‘ ing the business of tVie prison, that I was 

* present when an appeal was lately made 
^ by the grand jury of the county to the 
' standard weights in Guildhall; that 1 
' witnessed the examination of the pound 

* weight for weighing meat and other 
^ provisions in the house of correction, 

' Cold-Bath-Fields, when it was found to 
‘ be seven-eighths of an ounce too ligl.t; 

^' * and that on weighing some loaves which 
' were found in the same prison, by the 
' grand jury, they appeared also to be con- 
' siderably too light, one or two of them 
^ being from an ounce and a half to two 
' ounces under weight. 1 should conipro- 
^ inisc the feelings w hicii* I bear tow^arejs 
‘ the respectable ma^stracy of the coBnty 
' of Middlesex, if I w^cre to omit to make 
' this formal communication. I have th^ 
' honour to be, &c. — R. Philups, She- 
* riffBridge-street, Nov. 13, 1807.*— 
Your petitiftiir, together with other gen¬ 
tlemen, late members of the grand jury, 
also discovered, that several of the liege 
subjects of this realm were committed to 
close custody in cells destitute of fire, 8 
feet 3 inches long, by . 6 feet 3 inches 
wide, two of them in irons, although sick 
some, if not all, of these whre innocent 
^oint of fact, as all were then innocent in 
point of law% being'detained under the 
pretext of re-examination, and conse¬ 
quently jancondemned by the legal judg- 



iflSjeir peers, Of 

a grand jury. Of tHi<^ 


y f tetvention of the grand' inqflcst of the 
Siti^er I nation, most humbly and earnestly solicif^ 


, ji mother, a dnoghter^ ail(J a loia^ of / this honourable house to take the premises 
iitabk? afjpearaiice; ffi?6 in j itito coMsic/eratJon, and by public niid 

examination at its (lar. or any other ‘ 
moclcj afford such relief astnjjy seem meet. 

A, §TKphENS.** 
Mr. Skeridany in movii^ihat the Peti¬ 
tion should lie on the tab/e, felt it unneces¬ 
sary to recommend i^to that attenlipn 
vthich he was sure his^ajesty’s niihlsters 
would be disposed voluntarily to pay to 
it. But he begged more particularly to 
recal to the recollection of those gentle¬ 
men the Report of the committee of the 
house of commons, in the year 18(X). The 
facts and suggestions contained in that re¬ 
port were yet unapplied in the way ofre- 
fonnation or relief. ' 

The Chancellor of the Kxchequer contend¬ 
ed, that tlie house could not with proprie¬ 
ty, have received the petition of last iiigfit, 
on account of the petitioners prc^,cnting 
themselves under a dc.signation wliich did 
pot piroperly belong to them. If the house 
wtre once to admit the principle of peti¬ 
tioners approaching them under any othtr 
character than' that to which tlicy were 
strictly and properly entitled, it was Mi- 
possihle to say what abuses might follow , 
Having stated thus much on tlie point of 
form, he would now state to the house 
what hjfd passed between him and the 
ge^ntloman who had represented to him 
the matter contained in the Petition offer¬ 
ed to the consideration of the house, lie 
to^d that gentleman, that if he would give 
him the facts in an official form, he would 
lay them before the se<T<Hary of state for 
the home departmemt, with the i^tronge.st 
recommendation which he could ^ve, 
though he was sure no* recommendation 
ITould be required to call the attention of 
thatmoble person to a case of such a na¬ 
ture, coming in a proper ayith(^ntkate(l 
and tanspble shape. The ^communication 
w^as,in ket, made to his nobte friend: but 
it ciime*iii an unoibdal fonrt, marked 'y^vi- 
Vatc,* and he could not feel himself'trar- 
ranted in taking any public upon it, 
not holding himself at liberty to mention 
the name; or to designate the souree from 
which hrtd deriyed hts’ information. 

He ?mw no necejisity in pitpmitiftgr this 
p^iiiom udleas it Were wtt|jt a riew to in- 
sfiin^e that hU majesty V miWsieri'werc 
inclined to neglect whAt they iv'ereih feet . 
?#erfoetly disposed to doj if thAy were 
supplica with proper matorials tp proetfed 


^ cell, so situated as to be expo^ to a 
I‘[^^cdptinual current of eTi^etnai air, %vithout 
the possibility of obtaining, even during 
^ the severest frOst, an artificial warmth by 
means of fuel, while the convicts below 

S ed all the comforts of an open roomy 
,, with occasional access to fire. That 
in one of these lonely cells was closely 
confined a foreigner of some rank, the 
Chevalier de Blin, \vho, as we were^ld, 
by one of the jailors, ^ile so imnnired, 
had been deprived of his reasonV and who 
presented to your petitioner, after com¬ 
municating %vith him for some time in the 
^ French Ismguage through the keywhole, 
and demanding entrance, a memorial on 
his knees. Ibut in this place, originally 
destined for the improveiUenJ of the morals 
df petty offenders, a female prisoner, as 
we have learned, has ’ been lately de¬ 
bauched by the son of the chief jailor, or 
govepiidr, who then held an office of trust 
in thb prison, aiid has^^^since had a child, 
now, or at least lately, burdensome to the 
parish of Kensington, in the county of 
Middlesex. That four debtorsVer^ shut 
■ up in this house of correction, the Only 
communication' between whom and the 
w^Orld, appears to take place occasionally, 
by means of two iron gates, at upwards of 
1 six feet distance from each other, with a 
jailor Walking in at inteiWals, so as to pre- 
^ elude complaint; and that from the ex- 
^ lamination of a debtor, and also, by a letter 
"/fern him, both in the possession of your 
"’petitioner, it appears that he was shut up 
with per^s guilty of robbery, and un- 
! natural crimes. And, lastly, that six in¬ 
nocent persons,^ Ae bills against whom had 
beefl thrown out by^tbe grand jury, were 
dragged from Cold^Bath-Ficlds Prison tu 
-ilicks's^hall, in open tkiy, at the close of 
the session, first manacled, and then fast¬ 
ened together by a rope, to be discharged 
by proclamation.^ Your petMftner, there¬ 
fore, conctuving that such gross instances 
'. nf fraud, coupled'with sqch an open tSo- 
f^ion Of the law's, and even of the express 
' G^deri pf sej^^ion, are calculate^f to bring 
BTS ^governmAUt into contempt, 

mi unmerit^ odium ofi Our most 
^*e^^lfontr^bn8titutionthinking at^ that 
^ ^ Such malpractices were detected in if 
" cwal and ginght sutfVey; of less than two: 
duration, fer greater abuseii are • 
to light,' 

5:' • L ' • 1 
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Mr. Secretary CmUftg ftat^> that he ttie 8iij;^ly> bV )At4 on the cxporta* 
also had received a let^r thiii subject^ tion pt alt salt io the c^tiiient of Europe^ 
which he had transmitted to bis noble ad[utyof0d[.per busbei j and on the ex* 
fi'iend the Becret&ry for the home depart* portation of^Jl salt p> d^tant p^arts in the 
men t worU (witfi the , exception vf British coIo* 

M. SieMa^‘ wished to know the dis- nies) a duty of Sd a bushel/—A coni^raa* 
tinction tal^ in tins case betvveen an offi- tion ensued, in Vhich Mr, Ponsonby and 
cial and vi^icial form of communica- lord IV Petty disputed the expediency of 
tion. The iraividuals coheerned could these propositions. The Chaxicellor of 
make the comikunication, as it appeared the Exchequer and Mr. lluskisson main* 
from all that hiN been said, only as pri- tained the expediency of them. On the 
rate persons. latter proposition Mr. Davenport and 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer said, that gen. tiascuyne recommended caution and 
when a communication was marked ^ pri- deliberation. Mr. Baring was apprehen* 
vate,^ no disclosure could with propriety sive that these duties on salt would act as 
be made of its contents, nor of the name of protecting duties on the salt of American 
its author, nor could it in any way be used manufacture, and that when wc had ohcc 
as a public document. lost the market for that article, we should 

Mr. Sheridan said there must have been be unable to regain it.—In answer to a 
some mistake oaihis head, as such privacy question from lord H. Petty the Chanccl- 
could never have been intended by those lot of the Exchequer stated, that he meant 
who put themselves so publickly forward the’duty a&o to wply to the exportation 
in this"and in other places, to correct the of salt from the Bahamas to America.— 
grievance. The Resolutions were then agreed to. 

Mr. Mellish said a few words iik vindi- Oeders in Council Bill.] Tho Chancellor * 

cation of Mr. Mmnwaring, who had,* in of the Exchemttr stated, that in consequence 
conformity with his duty, referred this of an amenameiit which he intended to iu- 
matter to the magistrates—The Petition troduce into the Orders in Council bill, 
was then ordered to lie on the table* , he should propose that the bill should that 
Exportation of Cotton.] The house night go through a committee, pro forma ; 
resolved itself into a committee of ways that the report should be received on Mon* 
and means, Mr. Wliarton in the chair. day, and that on Tuesday a recommit* 
The Chancellor qf the Exchequer proposed mcntshould take place, when the bill might 
to lay the samb duty on the exportation from be discussed. 

this country of cotton wool, the produce Of ■ Mr. JPonsonby expressed his satisfaction 
British colonies, as now existed on the ex- that the right non. gent, had changed his 
portation from this country of cotton uo<fl, opinion on the subject since 3 o^clock on 
the produce of any other part of the world, that morning. His oldection, however, ta 
His object in proposing this was, not for the principle of the bill was so strong, that 
the purpose ot raising a revenue, but to he could not allow the Speaker to leave the 
effect a prohibition in the only way it chair without taking sen^ of the house 
could be effected. He had, therefore, upon it. 

calculated the duty so as to be just under The Chancellor qf tks*Exchequer said it 
the amount of the insur^ce which was not his mtentkm to protract the dis- 

cl^ts would pay for the risk, if the arti-^ cussion of this measure. He was not until 
cle were prohibited. He therefore moved, this day aware, that alterations were ^ 
* That towards raising the supply there be cessary. If the right hon. gent, had a 'de- 
laid on every pound of Cotton Wool ex* sire to take the sense of the house he might, 
ported from mis country, being the pro- It appeavtd to him, that the reason for 
duce of British colonic#, the duty of nine- taking the sense of the house upqntbe 
pence«f—The article of salt was in great present occasion might be, that the right 
demand in the' north of Europe, where it non, gent- looking at the atreng^ of 
could not bedispensed with. By themea- house inigbt tiihii>K,> from the thinness of 
surer of the enemy the exportation from what n^re ceUed ^ miijiatterial benches, 
this country. wouM be imroased, rather that he was sure m It Wutmjph. ^ 

than obsiniiaed, for thorn measures em- Mr, explafoed, mwl domed aiigp* . 

pow«xcd the country by tifo law of retalia^ such motive* ' 
tion, io^revenlthe coiMhjhbtt'ito getting Mr. tiioughtthe measure 

salt any where but foam 6.. He one of su^ paramount delinquency, that 

therefore mored, j That towtr* raismg ^^veiy.opportmMty should to taken to dx- 

VouX, ^ Y * 



tRt^otvh oiif hy the r{|[bt JJolii 
the Exchequer ag^fttfei 
pfmjgiii-ho^i. ftktid, who hf knfi\y 
mdpSbk offhff motive attnhtited to Jihh. 

satn&fied the right hoit. could 
tiiVsha) hn troops uith mfich more c^leri- 
M than could be eUbOted oO his side thO 


fouse.^A diviiion then took pi Ac, q. When 
there appeared^ , 

For the pq^tpoOement.118^ 

Against it;.. 32^ 

, jWajotJty • ... . —8d 

When strangeis were re-adinitted, we 
1r»und the ctuncetlor of the Exchequer on 
h'lij legs, asioring the right hon^ gent. (Mr. 
f^osonby) that the divii^ion had convinced 
|utn, that he was mistaken in the insinua¬ 
tion he had previously made, with respect 
wish of taking an unfair advantage. 

^ V =Er=s=? ^ ^ 

, p HOUSE or COMMONS. * 

^ Monday Fd, .22# 

fJVli*tnTEs.] Col. Stanley brouglit up 
Ihe refjron <>f the Evesham Committee. The 
?<mort stated that the sitting member, sir 
AE Lopez, bart. was not duly elected, and 
ht^Kt hot to have boon returned; that the 
^ifi^cjfner, H. Howortb, esq. was duly elect- 
tdiUnd ought to have been returned; and 
lih^t tlie oppodriori of thd said sir M. 
4j0pes^ bart. to the petition of the said II. 
^HoWoVth, esq. was not frivolous or vexa- 
tfmss. 

; i [SaitASH Rioht of Kleciion.] ‘Orders 
^itlrThat Mr Wharton do make the Re- 
^it from the select committee appointed , 
^%ry and detertnine the merits of the Pe- 
itoh of J^auies Butler, esq. Arthur Cha.n- ; 

esci. Matthew Ha il, esq. the 
|8v. John BulTer, clerk, John Ev ms gent, 
ibhn Stepheiti CmlL and Isaac Ibby, each 
of whom are seisetf of^an entire unJent 
Utirga^ Tt^eiideht, situate within the Bo- 
. oflSktltelb whereon gn ancientdwe IN 

Sgwuse now Stands or formsudy stood; and 
aitarof the Eetitionof W. Henry Fremantle 
lijtd Tho. Francis Fremantle, e^pUires, re* 
peering the Right df Ejection for the said 
lidl^^hv^Mr. Wharton accordingly from 
Ml^id eommittee informed Uiie houses 
TM said committee reqfuircd the 
cdbhsef fiit the several partite^ to deliver 
iOiehe tlevfc ef the said committee stated 
llieeieei^is^lh^^ of the Right of EWe^ 
they respfctk’ely ooen 
tBiWb te; cofleeq'Uence tboreof, 
vbe potmoner» James 
Mm «haiitp«*wwne. 9 ^., 

toll .liJI . .-..Z 1 


John bK 

Cth&, arid hnrtc Toby, defiterM'iri a 
stateitierit as ibifow's: 'The j^tit/one^i 
' contend, that' ih6 Right ^ Fiecthtf of 
' members to sei’re in paMpaj^nt for the 
' borough of Saltash, is fn mry person 
^ seised Of an estate for life, oj^riic ^ear^r 
' estate, in an bntir© aricierH^rgage tefte- 
' ment, situate in the foopugh a^resAidl^ 

' whereon an ancient d\\*yiing house now 
' stands or formerly stooo, and in no other 
' persons.'—That the counsel for the peti¬ 
tioners W. Henry Fremantle and Tho# 
Francis Fi’emantle, esquires, delivered in a 
statement as follows: ' That the Right of 
' Election for members to serve in pArlia- 
' ment for the borough of Saltash is in the 
* mayor and free burgesses of the said 
' borough, being membera of the corpora'^ 

' tion within,the Same, and in no other per* 

' sons —That upon thestatetnent delivered 
in by the counsel for the petitioners, tlm 
said w. Henry Fremantle and Tho. Fran¬ 
cis Freufiantle, esquires, the said commit¬ 
tee have determined; '' That the Right of 
Election, as set forth in ihe said Statement, 
is riot the right of election for the said bo¬ 
rough of SaEash:^' That upon the atate- 
nient delivered irt by the counsel for the 
PetitioDcis .lames Builer, esq. and others, 
the said committee have determined; 
'' That the Right of Election, as set forth 
in the slid Statemonti is the right of elec¬ 
tion for the said borough of SdltAsh, so far 
as the said tight is therein described*.^ 
HiA^ the said coivifiklttee having duly con- 
siderad the said statements, aiiiHi the evi^ 
dence adduced before them, touching tho 
right of election for the said borough of 
Saltash, have determined; That tho 
Right of voting for members to serve m 
parliament for the borough ol* Salmsti h 
in hveijy person seised of an^stAle for life, 
or some greater estate, ki m entirs antioni 
burgage tenement, situate in the 
aforesm, whereon an antient’ dwelhng 
house now stands or ibrm^Hy Stood, and Hi 
no other porsons.^^ And the ssM sfotottni- 
nationvivere ordered to bn Olntnred In she 
Journals of the hottse. ' 

PariTton fitost Boetox vox Poocx#) 
Col. presented a PotHfon tho 
inbabiiaitts ^ Boltehi to lonboailer*, aettiM 
»that tho 

pfivvationa on xeoooni^ Of ^ dsfaMOd 
xtiSio of the whe^oby ih* 

priOp of labour isFsdhbfd^iiifitltO 
ptipoodeni!^ end thh 

tho vtMfk^of 


.n .1.1^ *4^ ^ii i 





» r*; 


;th^ in I 

^fiiu(penpio^,pf cpm-* tain^njf t^^t|pjlJre M^I>^cfc they have a^opj^p 


jp€t4tipapni, ^fiiM(penpio^,pt tpin* 

jna^ce arwea/chiefly from a want of 
customarydi^rcoui^se with the continent 
of ^Pope|: .y that, the 4cpr^6»ed reduc¬ 
tion of trale Truces thousands of the pe^ 
tifcioners'towmost ei^treme distress: 
ti^t many/uMul enterprising and inge-* 
nipus naa/iui^'aaurers^-haye been reduced 
Iprom afluence \o complete poverty, the 
consequence of Vhich is, that number of 
thp petitioners have been reduced to the 
ahsolute want of the necessaries of lifc\for 
t)mmse)ves^and helpless oHspiing; and that 
the present situation of afiairs still threat¬ 
ens the petitioners with additional suifer- 
ings .to those they now experience : that, 
in the opipion of the petitioners, the pre¬ 
sent evils under which they so severely 
suffer, ai'o owing to the continuation of the 
present war, wltich causes the extensive 
depression of foreign commerce, which 
the petitioners humbly presume can only be 
restored by the blessings of Peace: that the 
petitioners are not induced to petition4;he 
house on the Subject of Peace from any 
dread of the enemy, but from a desire that 
no opportunity may be omitted U> enter into 
negociations lor that purpose; and that 
the petitioners, should the enemy, from 
ambitious motives, be induced to make 
demands inconsistent with om* national 
honour and independence to grant, will 


I neaei$wly it$ acquisitioijt* 

I \Vbile 1 aJldw that,jft is jjerf^fiy naturai 
I for the pctit^pm?rs> ejcponcouUJg thf prii- 
vations v^h^ch they do expononce, to iooK 
eagerly to any Remedy apppofs to 
promise them relief/yet, oti the 
those who ought to take a more 
viefv of the subject, I must depr^c^to ^ftny 
acousa'don of hardness of heart, if t|ney^(le* 
cl-ire*their firitl opinion, that, ^hoylcTthey 
be driven to a negotiation under ctrCUBfUT 
st^uic-es in v^ hich the y must h el fettereJjl 
and embarrassed, such would un^aestioOf- 
ably not be tlie mode of obtaining the ojir 
ject prayed for by the ]>etilioncrs; namely-, 
a peace, consistent with the security 
honour of tbo country* In expressing 
these sentiments, sir, I am sure I speak 
thejse of rtvy colleagues. We are anxious 
to avail ourselves of the best means to ac¬ 
complish this desirable end. Our duty 
ami our intt'rost unite to induce us, if pos¬ 
sible, to obtain a pence consistent with this 
security nnd honour of the coui;itry^ ^ We 
have missed no fair opportunity for thj^t 
purpose. Sir, I am anxious to repeat* 
we feel most strongly the distress of 
situation from which the petitioners wish 
to be relieved; but we are bound lo ad¬ 
vise his majesty conscientiously to the,be$t 
of our judgment, and we are satisfied 


ever feel it to be their duty, with one. by a premature ncgociation, or one com^ 
heai t and mind, lo think no sacrifices or mcncetl on any grounds but those of perr 

E rivations too great when made for tii^ fopt equality and independence, not only 
onour and security of their king and would the object of the petitioners faif ^f 
country; and therefore praying, lliat the being realized, but any subsequent hopes 
bouse would, in its great wisdom, rccom- which they might be led to entertain 
mend to bis majesty, that no means be would be disappointed, in a manner the 
omitted, iconsifjtent with our national hp- most injurious to them, and^to the couttity 
nour and security, for restoring to hjs faith- at large/^—The Petiticyi was then ordor^ 
fill subjects the blessings of Peace*”—*On to He on the table, * • ‘. 

the motion', that the Petition do lifion the [TaBAtv with Sweden.] Mr. 
table, ^ observed, that ou the first day of the oog« 

Mr. Secretary Ckmning said,—I do simi he noticed a passage 
not rise to object to the motioR„satisfieii as Sweden, in the Speech of the lords coot- 
I »m of the propriety of the terms is mis8ionq;r| and having inquired oftjwi^gljt 
ochich‘the petitioners hare claimed the hon. secrelary, whether by that pMaagfe,ij; 
attention of the house to‘a subject so was impliei’, that the house should nuJp, 
highly intereshug to the whole country; good a spbsidiury treaty with Sweden, ths 
ohhopjfh 1 oamiot but, qt the stone time, right hon. gent, had replied, ihat he.e]^> 
AieUhat it h t spbjeot which must.alwsys pected shortly to hsTe & unuesty*, ooitne 
iie in tjitf contemplation oC house, and mands to lay on tehU of that houityOl 

pf those whdke ditty U (s to adrise his ma- subsidiary treaty wit^i Sweden^ AbofiiMt, 
jetty, ItspstisisiSshadjiaotheconaidareil month had elapsed, but no such troolyhiMi 


jetty. itsnst,8«,Ssim4m>tl3e«onai(i«:e{t montnnaaeiapscQ, outnosuontrowymit 
ns d«6<aentiin ;Ming>8 the situetion ofi beeuprodo^, eltbough if,wsstrtteq|iMi^ 
Ihf MlitioiVWSi if I fo^ew my sincere onwhatouihor‘<y,nehoewpot,tiMt^ 
i»»«iMt guHl /tftHothWi fhftt rfm. y*m 

peikce to be the imbediete cure the evils «rnt Vwii G. Britua to thst ooontfy. • He 



AM}] 

\rhitSxiB!{j^ts^to:fiQ^ waR^^jthttiS^ 

a|niif^ iti^jhad^%lie^:; itateljr; b^. tb^' nusa^ ^of intraduorng^beri 
tfaiimtm ofalreot^r |a]:tkk8^^illto rtfac continent* < Hd^itui^edjf 

eStplGfi^g to the^x»bseir^tion in ithat the house should go ihto acommitten^^ 
<>>*'" ^ )to^t:omider^of the 01 * 01 ^ 10111 ^ pfV' 

i£mof ^ n^re recent treaty ^ | p<H;taticai nfCloi^ 

SecretaiyiCbnfficrg repHed/thdtthe -^TheSpesd^r le^ the dtair^^e 
^ season td$y the psissage iir his ni^«^ty^a ttons wei'ef pitt and -aareeii^-^ report 
speech had ;iK>t ^cn followed up hy the received; and bilb'Oe&re^ ^ ^ ^ 

prcset^lonof tbe treaty was limply this: [OitDEm in^Councii; .Tha tepoi^ 

initi! within these few days there had been of the Orders in Coioidrbill was brought 
iio\altivals ft6m the contioeiit No less up. . ' > ; ^ ^ 

Uian ^ght or ten Oottetd^urgh mails bad Mr* Tkrnejf objected to the bill oh the 
become due. Within these few days> bow- ground of Informality. This was a bill not 
over^ di^atches had boon reoeired from only for imposing duties^ but for tbe re* 
jtoitish ambassador at Stockholm^ stat- , gulation of trade. But it was|>Tovidcd by 
ing^t'hatthe.Treaty with Sweden bad been a standing order of the houses founded: 
a£;lu«lty; si^ed. His majesty’s - govenr* upon tlmt of 1703^ that no bill for theregtt« 
" nient^wernin daily elspeptation ofijecei v- Iraon of trade should orginate, except in a 
ihglVand within ^ short a period as poS^ committee of the whole house, called a 
die nrrjvallof the ^treatyj; he Committee forthe Protection of IVade and 
shoaiU feel dtto‘^e histduty to r bfing^ it Navigation. ^Thatpart of the bill which 
down to the house* Itwna imoueslioiisblyit ^wient to the iregdlatitm of trade, oujght 
^tmOi tlmt a sum of money'fahcit. been sent ; therefore,, in lib opm to have origi- 
mSmdeo^ notinipnnniai^ [nataed^Jh such a committee. He had 

timdy ecmchided with that country, but looked rfor prec^ents,; and one 

in^^t^e ^ic^onteinplatiob treaty that exactly in point in ihb Convoy,Duty act. 

Imd^deitoijdybecuf . fTlia course drhihh had been pursued by 

v,i{]^oaT>tT|C!i ^op Corrron Wool aud the righl hon. * genii opposite (Mr. Rose) 
JnsiitTS^S^a:} The qf.iAs Ex^ in »that instance was this—that part which 

c^^statedv-tl^ he wderstoM re^ was matter of commercial regulation was 
pmentaiimtalrani varbus :qtts^ »rOieisred ^ to a committee of trade; that 

» would be more acceptable to have a di- which regakdad the duties wastden^ to 
proldbkion *<£ the exportation of cer^i a cmninitteeof waysmid means. Theinew 
tehi articles;ithe;produceof neutral states: ^ solotion id^ibe ways and means was first 
as^^as of thiscouni^^lvhjocb itWas in- r^iofied^^inid a bitl ordered. The other 
txn^hsthto have prohibit^ by duty.^ The, reaotiilion was thmi reported, and .an. in<« 

, idodermf prohibhmitiuiidor tlm Oidem structiongivenlo tbose appointed to bring 
l 3 f 09 liK:Svwoocei^ intended^ in tholwiesbillto make provtston pur* 

l^vl^ lhat of imposing duties. MoWever, suant to that resolution. The present was 
oS,a direct prohibition of the mcpoi^tatii0n a bill preciselyof the same nature, and the 
fipibilhriscdiujmy p£ such artiewas were same course ought to have^been pursued. 
IwMiicpd ns Well m our own The right hon. f^nt. opposite (Foster) was 

esdpnks.^W|:^cam to Se considered»rite to.move resolmionsot the same sort with 
pcefefhblhit)i0dejheihohldia4h>^ He, ceepect to Imistod; and he whuld ask him^ 
fix lenve kihridg whxthm^^he wonl^ not feel it his duty to 
ih a !^JBiI] to i pibhibitriihe .expoilntien^. <k>tuue;which he had desoribed ? 

<!!k]4on-Wool >i»d with a The (mmcelhr qf i^e Exeheqtuar replied, 

p^iso^ however;, tlmt lioehcedTniighthe ' that all that was required bytbeSmndtng 
Ipnanted in certain enses^forsuch^nxporta^^ Order of 177^?/which "taken place of 
As to the pn^UtiabdCtlysi4fi^ j that of 1705, was that any regulation as to 

t«AlcjiS0rJtetk, he h by the in* ! trade should ^originate in a committee of 

wm tfae wholehomiie, and a coinmittce of m 
the conMiiehtvh*otnr,iim^ ^ mesm "wasNsochi / But, besides \mv 
rias^of great hn^ [there was a clear diiierence betwosn the 
jCmrcqrMDuty alrt> andttbe .jMra^t^bill. 
,m.Piiriti^»t^hM'risen\^froua; .There aiomittoa tht ihostiiMb wab the 

j||fl|^Kwi';.^rrpodnd^ , thatntteibpri^'fwdrb'^Hhbvhgtalitinnoh^^*^^^ mas^thiw 
^H|Pmntna£b,^,m of^tbe fciig/andkto nmte 

^Tht^5)l>jl^ htion, he eonte^id 






iegfifatiii:eiifeui< 
mpmi lm^ c!hii3^ aad? 
i(trjthatitM!,cbiM^tee>ot* find atean&< 
vwtttbB;pro|ier,|dkioi5^^ ':r r^v 

7Wfiif|^^^nticmed tome of^^ thai 
ctemads^Ki^ regiila'*. 

ticito4&^trailil> anditonchetdincideatfill^JLlUp-- 
oii ^'|he :|]^riut^iis custom, tbe. hoase* war 
getting into, owreiiobkifi^ ttie principles 
cpi^suiig'tha ways and rmeans witiiin 
thb^dimits ok] the VuppHea. The wOnja of 
Ihc Property Tax act placed the proceeds 
IVonLtim^ to time in«the^h^d9of mihistors, 
so that they might have %e suf^lies under 
tliat act without aiw committee of wayr 
and means ajt all. The w ar-tax actrplaced 
some millions m the hands of ministerr 
beyond ^the < estimated: supplies* (hi 
principle he had stated, he strongly 
jccted to the bill gomg. forward wifehosti 
an estimate of the expected amount 
the duties imposed.« Ketuiningto the es*^ .; 
sential ground of his objection, be said^ 
that the king might regulate^the mode ih 
which ships were to come to £liglai|d> 
but he could not regulate the mode of 
their going out. There was also a clause 
for remitting forfeitures which could not 
be regulated by the crown. The bil), diero« 
fore, ought to be divided in order to pro¬ 
ceed in me proper way. 

Mr. £oto said, that there waa a fadieal 
difference between tlie cato of the Convoy 
Duty bill and the present. There a dis- 
tindt alteration in trade was msade by the 
legislature, here k was made by the crow^ 
The regulatioug in the hill were mfiiute 
points, and it was customary in the com* 
mittee of ways and means to allaw such 
regulations as were not essential, in addi¬ 
tion to the duties. 

The iSjpcaker gtated, thget it was customary 
in the committee of ways and* meanwto 
interfere in iiegulations retpecting^tradef 
such as in the instance of die expiring^ 
laws. Though the committee of ways ana 
mems was the only place for duties, yet, 
since 1772, the house had been in the 
habit ofac^ttihg there of certain minute 
regulations closi^ connected with these 
duUes. Unless they were thus connected, 
the house wo^fld oraei^ a separate bill, ori- 
^nating in another committee, Tbis’^^ 
UiQ prinome, the house would apply it as 
it though fit. 

Hr.^ said, that the quesdon wes^ 

whether thetegedations in neestion were 
simh W the? Speaker slid mi^t be 
adefind hadim contm^^ krays and 


t fThojQkoitasilmr adihktMp 

thus dWeiwasi nhnethuig iof shofirgnmentl . 
respecting? fiiiieitoiios^ liHe. ^ 
forte not objeteto^ihe'di^dingtei^ShetbiUs 
when, it caine ia> .the cpmasitteei-^Tk^ ^reft 
port was then iweeivoth andoiSh* bmocv, 
dereiito be- re*cokunitti^ on Wodnesdaiy j 
arid; on the; motionof Mjr. Tieni^j! Hwaw ' 
agreed; that^here should^bean mirdotlegs 
to^the committee to > dividd the^l^ 
thought fit' He also gave notibe^^ f that^hm 
would *then moi^ for the reference *of tliw 
matter of regulation to a« committee iidS 
trade. >':wf ^ 

[Great Gri^sey Election.] Mr;'£ror^>* 

. nsr rose to move that the order for tukidgl 
into tOBsideration the Petition complain-i 
' ' the undue election for the botougte 
Grtal Orimsby, should be discharged,! 
tlurd^rounds upon which his motion rCstcdi 
w«^ that (he standing order of the house. 
liad*nol been complied with by the pmi^; 
tidner in the lust session; that order FeU> 
quiring thattfaie petkioiier should^;mve/mt 
a statement of his qualification witm 35^ 
days after notice' to that eflect had hemi 
served upon him, subsequent to thei^prei^ii 
senting his petition. Such noticehadbUeid 
given to the petitioner last sesmn;^ but ho 
qualifies^ion had been accordingly gtveifl 
in ; and thus the oualification ha^^ vwifib 
the regular time amr the renewal of>tiie| 
petitba in the present sesskm^ bhen^ne^i 
turned to the house, in the absence of; anys 
precedent, siiice the enactment of the;; 
Grenville act, that the house should bo; 
governed by the analogyof its prfictice^ 
antecedent to the putoisg of that act, whieh^ 
would he fetal tome daimtof the petstioaert 
to be heard.. He therefore moved that theijr 
order be discharged. ^ ^ 

The Solicttor Generaf stated, that iMt 
agreed with the learfted gent.; as^ tot thiq 
practice of the hSuse antecedent to'ibm 
passing of the 10 th of the king, tbo Gren^ 
ville act But he contended/siitco^ahi^ 
enactment of thatstatute, whichtranaferrodi 
all jurisdiction on matters of conhtovurtodD^ 
election wDm the haosto tothe cotoimttoha 
chosen wider it was not .oompet^t^to^ 
the houfip to discharge any order fq|r-# 
c<munittoe to detormine Ihe vinaritoof^sto^ 
election, in any other manner than ai|M^ 
scribed hy <heact.j The whole joriadidiis 
tioti rested wiih ihe commiuek^ 
alohe was to ^deiride upon the quesisoii leq 
specting the^^quai^catlon, atid^dxei^W 
the cbuld ppwml to^dM 

dlmrg6fhe<prder pwstfentto^ihoinKiM^ 

^ wn;; 


• . 






5. f. IJ 


r/<y. 


tfod 


the motion'was negaUyed 

iPiilliimt! *i 

, TC<^uct of jytABai^js Wblu&m^y*1— 
fe/toow^ moved the orilor of the day 
^w'laKing into cqnsidevarion the papers*; 

on the question that they be now 
laken into consideration, 

' ^ Mr. Cw^ rose to give his negative to 
the proposition, for two reason;^: in the 
fost place, because it was impossible for 
the house to come to a decision upon the 
conduct of the marquis Wellesley, without 
at the same time deciding upon the general 
qu^tion of Indian policy; and in the se* 
c^qnd place, becauf^ it was quite impossi* 
bjie tbsLt gentlemen could so have digested 
materials which would fill seven volumes^ 
and which had been collected from 
l^ministration of that country, durin^|pi 
period of 17 years, which had been 
moved by ditierent persons, ,ami 
w;Jth d views, and which brought 

itit;o comparison the administrations of lord 
^eignmouth and the marquis Cornwallis 
with that of the marquis Wellesley, as to 
be eblo to decide upon the merits of that 
complicated system with which the con- 
character of the last mentioned 
nob^^man were inseparably interwoven. 

papers were in such confusion that it 
W'as iiidispensible that they should be ar- 
r^ged before they conld be perused, so 
^ tp convey the information necessary to 
«aable the house to Ibrm a judgment upon 
^cts to which they related; and though 
btaw^ pretty generally acquainted with 
be had not m^t with three gentle^ 
who had them. The course, 
tberelbre, which he would recommend 
tliat they should be referred to a 
care how that 
was fej^ed. He had no ob- 
|ectiqa thal thf three l:|fothers of the noble 
maroms «|W be members of it, and it 
fftm md nc appointed exclusively by the 
"TOte gemhnnen on the treasury bench. 
ia matters now atopd# the house could not 
immr into a discussion of the qui^ion, be- 
'<^se it was connected wthi variety of 
others which required a detailed examina¬ 
tion- The question before fhe bouse was 
thejffippriety of the treaty fay which the. 
|:^ ^pude was dethpon^ and 8trfpt> 
mrrUqry^ But this was not a soli* 
instance of this species of policy., 
many treaties of thqi 
prbii^, fnd each #fiS,referred to Wkf 
"^Ctlonsi t^h^ijagei^ a modohfpr 

Upon one treaty wtihoat alio tak¬ 



ing into consideration the mq<le| ,upon 
which it was formed.t Ihe jusViiV’aticn of 
some of them was iheperfUly of the prmcc. 
who was dethroned; but would it be con^ 
tended, that albtlie pr)ncca vvlm had ialien 
the victims of his policy wei’efequady per¬ 
fidious ? ' And if a general yievv was tak^i 
of the whole policy of liiyadniiuistfation, 
what light, he would ajpe^ was there, to 
^’uide the house in foraging its dccisioa ? 
The hon. gent, quoted /le opinion of the 
court of directors, as it was expressed in 
a printed dis[)atch that had been published, 
in which tjiat court, while it expressed a 
high consideration for the talents of marq. 
Wellesley, condemned in the most pointed 
terms, the general tehor of his administra- 
tion, as contrary to the existing laws, as an 
open defiance of the authority of the dii’ec*- 
tors, and as an attempt, on his part, to 
convert the government of India into a 
simple despotism. In the seme dispatch 
the profusion of his expenditure was cen¬ 
sured, and the whole of his conduct to 
foreign powers reprobated, as a departure 
from those principles of moderation by 
which they were desirous that the 'go¬ 
vernor-general should be actuated.—Here 

^The Chancellor of the Erclmjucr called 
the hon. gent, to order, upon the ground 
that at the opening of a proceeding, in¬ 
stead of arguing upon matters of fact, he 
was bringing for^^ard the opinions of those 
who were to be considered in the light of 
accussers. 

* Dr. Lavrence on the other side, con¬ 
tended, that his hon. friend was completely 
in order, because in stating his objections 
to the proceeding, it was crruinly C4)m* 
petent for him to mention the grounds of 
those objections, and his reasons for think¬ 
ing that a different course should be 
acfcptcd. 

Th^ Chancellor of the Exchequer asserted, 
that it was irregular to refer to opinions 
which were not before the house. 

The Speaker then decided, Uiat if this 
parliainenihad refused the document which 
the hon. member uus quoting, it would 
never consent to receive tliat indirectly 
which it had directly refused. But if the 
paper had not been refui^d by^hispar* 
liament, he w^as of opinion that the» non* 
gmu. wa8i>erfect|y in order wh<ln fae made, 
use of it in the c^rse bf his arguinsnt* .. 

Mr. (iSneew pmeeeded to read anoilier 

part of the aispgteh, in >yh1eU .tUo 
ndopied by tlie marquis 
t«arrlV»» 

Irerenals of iht ^^eiapSuyi whs reprokatad 
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as unjust, illegal, and iinpoiitic. He con 
tendfed^ fMt it would ^be extrchnely rash 
for ihe house, ill the face of ah opinion so 
decidedly pronounced by those who were 
the best judges dfthe subject, and with an 
unanimity urtparalleled (this dis¬ 

patch having been signed by 23 oul of 24 
Directors) to come to a decision with their 
present Inade^T^te means of information, 
directly the tev^e of this opinion, which 
would be the effect of a resolution of ac¬ 
quittal, passed in l^ivour of marquis Wel¬ 
lesley, It ought to be considered, too, 
that the very circtunslance of the m'arquis 
Cornwallis having been sent out to super¬ 
sede marquis Wellesley, then in the prime 
of life, in the government of India; was a , 
proof that a disapprobation of his conduct 
was not confined to the court of directors, 
but that government likewise participated 
in it. It had been said, that any farther 
delay would be extremely hard towards 
lord Wellesley. He admitted that it was 
hard upon lord Wellesley. But was there 
not a third party who likewise merited 
some consideration ? Would it not B0 
hard on the East India Company to be 
defrauded of their possessions, in conse- 
qunce of his raal-administration ? or wcuki 
it not be hard upon the country if, in con¬ 
sequence of his measures, its Indian domi¬ 
nions should be severed ffom it for ever ? 
What he wished was, that this question 
should be exaihined as all other Indian 
questions had been examined. For if the 
noble marquis had, during his administra¬ 
tion, foenished more materials for disejus* 
sion than any other governor, it would 
scarcelybe mai ntained that, on that account, 
a deeisionshoald be more speedily adopted, 
lie thought that one of two expedients 
should be recurred to, either that the 
house ought to follow |he same course 
that had been pursued in 1772 and^78§, 
and that a oOfhmittee ought in the first 
place to be appointed to make a compleat 
revision of the affah's of India, or that if 
lord Wellesley’s condnet was to* be dis¬ 
cussed sepai^ely, that the evidence before 
them Shduld be previbusly arranged by a 
select committee,'so as to fender ft intelli¬ 
gible ; which ii whs not in its present form. 
Were ptirliaoient to to a decision 
upon the conduct of that peiiiOn by 

this night'cTvote> he aiHierledit they would 
comnsii atv act of ioppstieo ta dte noble 
nHMHjuif, and that it liWMI be'wtuAini in 
its duty both to itself ahd to the comsiiy; * 
and in proposing sonie delay* ne 

^ally expectiKi tj^ suppeu^ el them gentle- 

‘ik'U^v . * . .4 i' , lii' ti-- . 


men who had not made themselves maste^ 
of th^ papers^ who, he was convinc^i 
formed a lairgi^majority dfthe house. 

$ii John, Idjis/rtt/Aar OaUed'tha attention 
of the house to the presfent state of the 
proceedings. Thfee parliaments agh, 
charge had been^broqght against marquis 
Wellesley, by an hon. genti (MH Paqll) . 
who was no longer a member of that hbusof 
all the evidence necessary for suppofti^ 
the cltarge, had been moved for ana gralhu^ 
ed; an inquiry had been challetigCd by 
the friends of the noble marquis, thechdfg^ 
originally brought forward had been abad^ 
doued, but upon the papers that had been 
produced, other accusations had b^pn 
founded by a noble lord, and this nigbi^ 
had been fixed for the house to pronounce 
upon the justice or inju.itice of these accu-* 
sations. Nothing had been said of an^ 
deficiency of evidence, or of any confu- 
sioU«of,paf:^r8, till about ten j||ys ago; 
He contended, that the delay nw propo¬ 
sed, was neither more nor less than an at^ 
tempt to afrest the course of justice, in as 
far as lord Wellesley was concerned* 
for the purpose of entering into a detailed 
examination of the aflairs of Indian 
blend two subjects which were totally d|S^ 
ferent and distinct. The Dispatch whicl^‘ 
had been read, ought to have no more 
weight with the hhuse, than the opinion bf 
24 printers, and it would have been otity 
fair ill the hon» gent, when he read it M' 
the bousp, to have read also the Answer tb 
it, which was made by the Board of 'Cbn-' 
troul, whose opinion he thought was fBfy 
as valuable upon such a questioh as that djf 
the Court of Directors. Upon the gene¬ 
ral merits of lord Wellesley’s administra- 
tion, he should be ready to mqet either thb! 
hon. gent, ojr any other person, when thoy' 
came to be discussed.. *At present; that 
quest’oii was not before the house, and 
ter the delay which had already 
* place, he thought the house could not 
sent to postpone their decision upon Tnq 
particular and personal charges, withoht 
committing An act of gross injustice tU thw 
noble and distinguishes individual Vvhbw 
cliahicter was implicated Jh them. 

Mr. Bokert Tkomion profSbsed his detl<-^ 
ded disapprobation mOilt higWjP of ittiwjr: 
of the political measures of tne nobfomi^v 
quis^ at ^he same time he wished that 
'house should decide Upon the efasrg^ 
beeii brought s^instWmwith 
patch 8s well US with botditess* 1 &: 
reason he Was against the* ^poihN^ 
ja^comiQflit^oe^ beaiUie ttot 



^ 7qsj^^ DEBATES. ^2^ 

^iild tend to postpone a decitiOQ 
^ already been tdfO teiig 

^ life Infebaidverted with Severity upoil 'thife 
' which had been snewn^ 6y 

gentlemdn at a <^rtain pfenbd> 

%fecifte the charges which they had pted^d 
themselves to institate^ and alluded par* 
Ocularly to the conduct of MV- Bheridan» 
declining, while in the last adminifetra- 
' tioR, to bring forward the CTarnatic ques¬ 
tion, because he found that it would pot 


be agreeable to some of his colleagues. 

^ His wish 'Was, that the character of lord 
' Wellesley should be either cleared by a 
tote of the house, or that the censure should 
I be p^ed ^bn him which his conduct had 
meriiSed. He denied that the Directors of 
the East India Company appeared as the 
accusers of lord Welledey, but he, along 
' with many of his colleagues, had disap¬ 
proved of many of bis measures, and it 
^was nectary, ih their own defence,*^! 
|hey shomd state the grounds of this dis¬ 
approbation. 

Mr. S. Luskingtm contended, that the 
only mode of doing juslice either to mar¬ 
quis Wellesley, to the injured natives of 
India, or to the character of' the British 
nation, was to institute a general inquiry 
into alt the measures of the noble marquises 
adpiinistratian, 

Mr. Hall thought^that if the house had 
any sense of national justice, or any re- 
',gkrd for, its own character, it * would not 
suffer any further delay to retard,!final 
decision upoh this question. 

^ ^ MK S., Lusjifng^onasserted that already 
Udia had to lament the measures 
Viiicb had lately been adopted in this 
j^&untry. The charge in the present in¬ 
stance be.h^intained was personal, and 
therefore ought to be decided without 
ifiirther delay* * ♦ 

Lord A. H<mUt<m \sas of opinion, that 
w gentlemen were not very forward to 
i 4 i]^unter the obloquy of taking up such 
charges, and the noble lord had under- 
;^^ken this With such laudable attention, 

' file business ought jfiot to be ^pfteb out of 
Jus bands* If hts hqn. iTrieiid should here- 
affer propose a committee to inquire into 
Jl^^tisactionsin the Carnatic, atFur- 
lU|(^ajbad, be would be ready to support 
hjnjf ibut in fhe present instanqfehc thought 
iuexppt^ pi‘op08ed by his noble friend 
(il4>ot be rejected. 

Ir. <fr4wr, would have supported the 
i^or a,coinmh^e,if that had been 
proposed; but as the noble lord 
the cpj^stion with a view to. 



aether course of nroc& 
prepalr^ to resist^/ 
would not j udge; *or 'iejo|i 

Court of directors on ah,, 
but that, their case, as^ thaj 

noble marejuL^, \vOulcl bh. ^, 

reference to the whole of^thq 
ecs, 



Mr. Wtnihmn rose, .andd'fet a' 
for the question, lie sjffJ he^^cer- 



tainly should not be deteiTSf , - r 
ing his sentiments op tins dCca|1dh bj^ miy 
such cry, tfmre parUcul^rJy 
importunity for tne ^ueij^on, whi^. he >v,as 
desirous to combat, and 'which hq “hoped 
to be able to do with sorae^at Vettfer 
gument than m'cre'clamour. Tie 
ed, however, that he had httle tb ^^y, on 
the present occasion, inVddiiion to what 
he had stated on a fOrine^* evening. Th® 
question now before the hbu§e, was, 
tber it would come to a deci^iqiihQW upon 
a subject of the greatest magnitude and 
importance, or defer that dep^ioii fill 
they were competent to’judge gf Jt Jf it 
was asked, why the house was not compe¬ 
tent to decide upon it ildw, he wopldt le^ve 
it to every gentleman to give ah aqsw’er 
for himself. He believed, that not ohj^^in 
20 members had read the* papers, anq if 
this was the case, it was a sufficient ,rcp1y 
to all that had been said oh the opposite 
side. He allowed Ui^t marquis ^Wellesley 
was a man of high rank, of considerable 
talents, and that his conduct had been 
arraigned; but none of these ciregmstan- 
Ces*was sufficient to counterbalance the 
material considerafion of the incapacity 
of the tribunal in its present state of in¬ 
formation, to pass a decision ^ upon the 
charges which had brought, against 
him. The accusations which had been 
Iqdffod agaiinst him were what were inci¬ 
dent to the lot of every great man. Tbcy 
were taxes which greatness ancf distinction 
had to pay, nor w^as the noble marquis so 
destitute of friends/ or so run down lu the 
world, ftet they bbre upon iam with any 
peculi^ degree of weignt. "On the . con¬ 
trary/if his conduct w^s arraijjfoed, it 
ought to be Vecollectcd itliial It m the 
nature of that conduct to begej; fpends* 
He denied that there iiad been iny un¬ 
necessary delay. It was irol fair in calcu¬ 
lating this to count the humber of parlia¬ 
ments since thq .subject was firsf Jntiro- 
j^duced to notice^ for the present pavHamcnt 
I was not supposed to be acquaintje3,^th 
the proceedings which had “been jnsfff^d 
by any preceding parlia^e^ w|ie« 






0 ^afford any twon foir 
pihkint, it Wa< compared 
^ that was occupied with the 
oUb|ei‘^o Hastings or lord 
!li^|f; supposing that there jiad 

been i^ire^W than was necessary, this 
WailJfm house ought to pass 

^ and precipiUte decision. It 


liaigl^t be said, t|f be sure, that members 
n^iiht have eaf^ied the papers to the 
coi^lry with tMin during the recess, but 
' aince parliament mCt there had been such 
*^ isrpress of other business as completely to 
' occupy their time. But even if they were 
chargeable with ireipi^sness, that was no 
re^on why they should now pass a jndg* 
mi^nt for which they were totally unpre¬ 
pared.' In such circumstances, an acc^uit* 
tat would be ho acquittal, and condemna* 

' tion woutd be no more than contlemnation, 
f He had mad^ himself so far master of tlie 
subject as to have formed an opinion very 
unfavourable certainly,to many *paru of 
the noble marquis’s administration, but; 
what he wished was, th^t some farther de¬ 
lay should bife. granted tp those who had 
not made ihemselves masters of the sub¬ 
ject. ' He concluded with deprecating a 
nasty decision upon a queition in which 
the national character was most deeply 
^ involved. Were tlie house, by a vote this 
evening, to give its sanction to all the fla¬ 
gitious outrages which had been commlt- 
^ ted in India against the rights of indep^n- 
dent princes, m violation of all the pTinci- 
pies of justice, hpnour, and good faith, he 
was afraid that, in the estimation of the 
World, this country would stand chargea¬ 
ble "with many of those crimes which we 
bad reprobated so much in others, but of 
which we had in several recent instances, 
he was afraid, been too successful imita¬ 
tors. , • 

Mr. Jb. Bk^ursi said, that if the house 
was unprepared to decide upon the ques 
' tion qpw, this want of pi^eparation might 
be a ^od reason for adjourning the debate 
' to some future day, but it did not appear 
\to hi^ that it fhrniidied ground for iusti- 
ttitina ti ^w moceeding. In proposihg to 
apimnt 4 lieiect c<imintifoe one or two 
objects must bo In tieW, oUhdr that this 
cdmmiiitee shoutd merely ilbrm an index to 
the papers, or that it s^nld enter iitto qn 
v^ealfiilrs W India, 

.the 


ciimej/, 

..papers la (Shc^r,. 

them' after tjtey or 

, they would/ead 

probably be. siul, jnprp 44fn 

^hepapers V,.' 

Sir T.'7br0#cxhojrted tneppu^e nqt jto 
hiirry a proceeding of speh great impojt- 
apee* ^hls wafs npt a case in a 

private' person alone was iJP^te^es|e4^^^Jt 
aftScted^jlfe rights of a whole peofde, V|o 
hhd no tribunaj but that house to whom|(:o 
apply for justice. They had iio friepd 
but that house, and if it slighted the.^pp^l 
now it forfeited it§ own charac^u* 

and honour, and the character and honopr 
of the country, At all events, he trus^jed 
it was not meant tp proceed tp the consi¬ 
deration of the question to-night. 

Sir S, Rof^illy admitted that justiceJU> 
the noble marquis required that no unne¬ 
cessary^ dolay shouW take place. Justice, 
however, could not be done l;4him,^and, 
yhat was of still higher iihportance, to the 
national character, if the house cam© to. a 
premature decision. A great deal had 
been said of the number ,of parliaments 
which had passed since the papers were 
laid on the table ; let it, however, be re¬ 
collected, that there vvere many members 
in that house who had sat there for not 
more than seven montiis, not one of whom, 
of course, had heard a single word oil tha 
subject of these papers, which could enable 
them to forni any idea as to the facts Vyhicb 
they \tere meant to sub^antiatc ; luid yet 
they were now called on to give adei^fsibo 
on evidence of which they did not l^now 
the bearjpg. This was said to be a ques¬ 
tion personal to the noble* marquis, but 
still it was no less a judicial question, and 
he had never yet heard of Any proceeding 
by which a fair result .of ^uch a qu^tiion 
could be obtaUie^, unless those wlio w^re 
to judge of it, were previously acquainted 
with the facts charged, and the riAure^^of^ 
the defence. Was there a man 
house prepai ed at the pres^pt moiqent;f^ta 
say, thaj; be was ready, td come fo a rt^ht 
detjision i%\ the case^ If^ teSd, With 
inconvenience to hithselfi^ipfe tbroup a 
Consideyable part of these Papers; ahiji if 
obliged to Come to his detistonTbis^'^'^''* 
he must give it against the hobte mA 
thodgh ho did not th^t (n the^ 
evidence'before the hbuac, there thlc 



be evidepc^ in the noble hiarqp!j|’i 

Which jgnorati.^ _ 

bf opmjbh,^lh8it to Scn4 the a 

^ committio is i^eturn i dlieOtSd'fiSip of 
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of aMvliig at substantial justice. None, 
'he Wsis„ cojivitt<ied, ouglit to desif^ thfs $o 
as the friends of the marqui$> 
’ ‘^ntf hothing cowld be more unsatisfactory 
^an jf. premature decision. 

/ ' ^ Sh;^ Pf'e/lesiry said, it was forth0 bouse 
to decide what mode of proceeding would 
hest Sdit its own conyenicnce and the ends 
of justice; but^ he contended;; that it had 
been always asked^ and it waa th^ cftily 
thing that Was asked, on the part of the 
noble marquis, that the case shoidd be 
, brought to as speedy a decision, as a re¬ 
gard to justice and fair inquiry would 
allow. The propriety of this principle 
had b^en laid do\vn and enforced by the 
highest authority on all sides of the house, 
,, "and among others, by an hon, gent, now 
• BO more (Mr. Fox), whosp opinion would 
w^eigli very much with the gentlemen on 
the other side. He did not suppose that 
every member had read the papers word 
for word: but he was satisfied there were 
Very few who had not read them sttilici- 
Ontly to enable them to give a conjicien-r 
lions vote. All that he asked now, was 
what he had asked before, as speedy a de¬ 
cision as the house in its sense of justice 
could admit* * 

liOrd FoUccsionc, thought the house was 
sufficiently in possession, at least of the 
main facts of the case, to come to a deci¬ 
sion on the Oude question ,at oncp, with¬ 
out going into the general policy of the 
lystem of government in India, which he 
thought belonged more properly to the 
general consideration of the Finances of 
India, of which the right hon. gent, op- 
poi^ite (Mr, Bund as) had given notice, or 
the other geneml view of that part of the 
empire to be brought forward by the hon. 
geht. below him (Mr. Creevey)^ It was 
their ojvn fault if any gentlemen were 
jmprepared to come totbe decision. 

F. Biirdstt thought it impossible to 
“IffBeWfi this night upon the merits of the 
case, when the minds of gentlemen were 
not made up as to the proper form of pro¬ 
ceeding. He moved as an amfhamebt to 
the motion, the insertion of the words 
^'torraorrow se'nnight/^ instea^ of the 
woVd^now.” 

. Xiord Foikestom agreed , in the impos¬ 
sibility of going into the merits of. the 
at, so^ Is^e m hour this night, He 
Tvas re|dy to agree in. the hon. Wonet^s 
" n^^'^Hhe houi^e thought 
JiKfee <%a^ce2?or allowed, 

HmlJt was impossible to go into the merita 
case tais night. : He wished 


adiendment to be withdrawHi wordor to 
allow the house to decide^ whethcrit wooW 
proceed in a house, or refer tho case^to a 
committee. When that question should 
be decided, the proper time for proceeding 
might be considered; and he was of opi* 
uion, that m-morrow would be prefeiwhlo 
to to-morrow se^might. It was a*vacaiit 
day, and it w'as agreed th^ it was dcsir^ 
able to hear the noble loi'dw charges stated 
as soon as possible. ^ 

Sir F. Burdstt withdrew his amendment 
for deferring the further proceeding to to^ 
morrow se^nnight* 

Lord Folkestone was ready, for his own 
part, to proceed to-morrow; but he under* 
stood the gentlemen about him- preferred 
to-morrow se’nnight.—‘A divisiem was then 
called for, ulien there appeared* For the 
orginal motion, 21* For referring the 
bussincijs to a committee S4.*—While the 
gallery was shut a conversation to<)k place 
about the proper time of taking the sub¬ 
ject into consideration again, when it waai 
agreed to make the order lor to-morrow 
sehiiiight. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS* 

Tuesday, February 23. 

Petition from Oldham ivESPECTma 
Peace.] CoJ. Stanley presented a Peti¬ 
tion from the inhabitants of Oldham and its 
neighbourhood, ii? the county Palatine of 
Lancaster, .setting forth, ‘"Tuat the peti¬ 
tioners experience great inconvenience 
from* a considerable depression of their 
trade, a depression which causes a re¬ 
duction in the wages of labour unprece¬ 
dented in the most afflicting times here¬ 
tofore known, and which renders it dif¬ 
ficult for the most indu.stridus and healthy 
workman to procure for himself and family 
the bare: necessaries of life; that the manu¬ 
facturer is unable to aftbrd him any lasting 
relief, for, even with this reduced state of 
wages, he cannot find a market for his 
goods that will retuim him a profit adequate 
to his eatpenccs and risks; that in the train 
of these distnesses follow the increase of 
the pom rates, the numerous assignments, 
bankruptcies, and all the varioras jacts 
whereby the prop^ty of otheal becomes 
injured and insecure;; thatAhe ixetitidhers 
are persu^cd, that dmnkimate cuuse of 
most of the evils here complained of is the 
war inoditeh We are^imftrtunately engaged, 
which has been prakmged to an tousnal 
length, and whioh of tiha tton- 

dnentalledge 
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' tnd im<Jer thaJ# pretext exclude our meV 
chaodize from the accustomed marli; in 
their territoiy; that the petitioners con- 
^ ceive something ought to be done to con- 
* vince the world that wc cherish the idea 
of perpetual war as little as any other na¬ 
tion, when peace can be had with honour 
and safety, and that the most eflectua) way 
of answering ^uch allegations would be to 
enter into Negociations for Peace; that 
the petitioners ycprecate the very idea of 
perpetual war being entertained for a 
moment by any order of men in this king¬ 
dom ; and they conceive that a protracted 
one can be attended with no advantage to 
the interests of this country, as the destiny 
of Europe seems fixed beyond the power 
of us to alter; and the petitioners think it 
, incumbent on them to state, that the un¬ 
certainty whether the relations of amity 
could be maintained between our govern- ‘ 
meiit and that of the united states of 
America has contributed no little to in¬ 
crease the difiicultics of our situation, and, 
in the event of a rupture be^wedh thg two 
countries, in the present conliiied state of 
our coininercc in Europe, certain ruin will 
be the consequence to a great number of 
the petitioners; and therefore praying, 
that the house will be pleased to present 
an address to his majesty, advising him to 
enter into such arrangeineiits lor the im¬ 
mediate restoration of Peace, as tlie urgency 
of the case seems to require; but the peti¬ 
tioners do not request that the honour and 
security of the nation should be sacrificed 
to obtain for them a temporary* relief 
from iheir sufTarings; on the contrary, 
should our enemies, from any unjustifiable 
motives, be. induced to make demands in¬ 
consistent with either, the pctilionei’s will 
not repine at*any privations they max’’ en¬ 
dure till the conie.>t can be broughUtoan 
honourable issue; hut they^ h!wc«the satis¬ 
faction to think there will be few.obstacies 
in the way of peace, from the Declaration 
of his majesty, that the late negotiations 
broke oft’ upon points not immediately 
aficcting the interests of his Eritannick 
majesty, but those of hi* Imperial ally ; 
in’lmmble confidence the petitioners sub¬ 
mit the matter to the wisdom of the house, 
not doubting but the important object of 
tix^ petition'will receive their candid con- 
sidetation/^-^Ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

Jesuits BahkBilu] Mx* Wfntbrend oh^ 

, served, that a Resolution had been passed 
the other night, upon which a Bill was to 
bo founded, to prevent the exportation Of 


Jesuits he had been in tfap 

house gt ihe time Jie should have ix^sisted 
the passing of that resolution. He now 
begged tlifi right hop. the, chancellor of 
the exchequer to inform him wh^n the 
bill w'as likelyt to be introduced; at the 
same time lie thought it right to sfete; that 
he should most decidedly opposoAplea¬ 
sure which went to carry into efreBx that 
mest detestable species of warfare. 

• The Cimncellor qf the Exchequer said that 
the bill would*mo.st probably bq introduc*^ 
ed to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesdayy February 24. 

AfricanXc-mpany’s Petition. J Gene¬ 
ral Gascoyne presented a Petition from' 
the Committee of the Company of Mer¬ 
chants trading to Africa, setting forth, 

** Tlfat the Petitioners have laid before the 
house, an Account of the money granted 
to them for the year 1806, examined and 
passed by the cursitor baron of the exche¬ 
quer, as required by an act of the 23d of 
his late majesty; and that, for the purpose 
of enabling the petitioners to maintain the 
British forts and settlements on the said 
coast, parliament has been pleased, for 
several years past, to grant the sum of 
1 S,000/. for the support of the said esta¬ 
blishments, which sum has been invested 
for that purpose by the petitioners ; and 
tlidt the petitioners, being sensible of the 
great regard shewn by the house for’ tfae 
preservation of the British forts and set¬ 
tlements on the coast of Africa, humbly 
solicit that the house will take the premises 
into consideration, and grant to the peti¬ 
tioners the like sum of iS,000/. for the 
maintenance aiul support of the said forts 
and settlements for the present year ; and 
the petitioners llbg further to subinit to the 
house, that, during the continuance of the 
Slave Trade, the committee were epabiedf ' 
to procure competent persons, wming to . 
encounter the climate of Africa, at salaries 
gi'catlv inadequate Jbo the service,'by rea¬ 
son of the commercial advantages which 
they derived from a constant and CJ^ten- 
sivc intercourse with vessels trading, .in 
slaves ; but this Commerce being now 
abolished, the committee apprehetm 
I their servants, rendered incapable of jsup- 
porting themselves upon their 
only, will no Ipn^r have sufficient^ in¬ 
ducements to remaTn in Africa^ unless such 
addition should be madjc theretb ^ may * 
bw reasonable and just ^ arid therefore 





pi'a^jj^^t^f,.th<? bousfs vfiW tc(fj 

gran^t^^‘pptitionqM^jin a4rtitw U»th^ 
18,®^ jfqr the, ati4(^ufpqn, 

of forts^,and. j^qttleqa^ts ti^ 

prcs^',year/ sStb further SdiJi wmay 
abp^^to the houpe to be ^if&cient to en* 
ao^'tncni to ahgment the aaUrip of their 
servqi^ ill J^frica as before mentioned/^— 
Oipde^ to lie upon the table. * 

I^'ing’s Message EEsrEcxiNG an Annu¬ 
ity to. the Famiiv or the late Lord 
Lake<J JLord^ Casticreagh prcseuud a 
Message from His majesty^ which was read 
by the Weaker, as follows; 

** G, R., His majesty having taken in¬ 
to bis .royal coasideratioii the splendid 
achievements ^ and cihineiit services per- 
ibrnied by the late general viscount Lake 
on the continent of Europe, and in the 
East.Indies, and being desirous to confer 
some si^al mark of his favour^upon his 
family^ ip order to enable them to support 
the oignity of the title conferred upon 
^hims;^ and for this purpose to give and 

f rant to his eldest son the present viscount 
I'dke* and to the two next surviving heirs 
male of the body of the deceaserl, to 
whom the title of viscount Lake and baron 
Lake of Delhi and Laswary, and of Aston 
Cliniqh, in the coupty of Buckingham, 
shall tlcsj5;end, an annuity of 2000/. per 
annum,, recommends it to his faithful com¬ 
mons to consider of a proper method of en¬ 
abling his ipi^jcsty to grant the same, and 
of e^cjtendivig, securing, and sealing such 
iinnuity.upon the said viscount Lake, and 
on the two next succeeding heirs on whom 
the t^tle of viscount Lake and baron Lake 
of Delhi and Laswary, and of Aston Clin¬ 
ton, in the county of Buckingham, shall 
descend, :u such manner assbail bethought 
inos^ eflectual for thq said viscount Lake, 
and the twolnext male lieirs to the title.'* 
—ResoBred, That this house will, upon 
Friday next, resolve itself into a commit- 
♦ Uie t^fhe whole house, to lake his ma¬ 
jesty^ said’most gracious Message into 
consideration,' 

fSiB, Richard Stri^chan's Sq^uVnaoN.] 
Mr. wished to know from his ma- 

jesty^s rninistevs, how far there was any 
foundation for the rumours sp paipfhl to the 
public'fefjitlgs# ^pon that most ind^ortant 
.branch bjf the, public, service, which vverc 
lately in CjripW He allude^! to the 

having beew 

obllfpa to puiChU>^aUph off, Roc'heforL 
in cc^^eduence of ahur^ of provi¬ 
sions, and the concomitant report that kbe 


Up sea % Oie retreat 06 tbe.*i>l«WdMbiife • 
fofeo,,: though the «aHiiig«of^ihd 0 

1 folks squadron'T^ouid, Jie Hoped, 

. meana of adding new glory to the triumphau^ 
of (thef^ Brjtiah navy> still he.w^s sure that" .* 
every one wb) hcarti him w^ould a^f e, that 
if jthe blockatfo bad been raised from anyti ‘ 
neglect in supplying the squadron under . 
sir John Duckworth,, that ' 

tremely criinurdL ' v < 

The Clumcelhr qf the had ^110' ? 

information of the fact,aUuded to by thO; 
hon. gent. If the horn .geht Wished for 
any information on the subject; Or had re^ * r 
ceived any that he conceived it right t^ 
authenticate, bis object,would be best ail-* 
swered by making a motion, of which he 
might now give notice^ ^ All hevcdold^ / 
now say, in answer to the argujwentative 
statements and questions oj^the bon. gent. -; 
was, that he w’os not^aw^a^e oF any such ’ 
fac t as that alluded to by theihon. gent. 

Mr. Cukrafi said, he certainly bad re- ^ 
ceived some information which had led 
bim^to pht the questions he had addressed 
to the hon. genu He gave notice that he 
would on Thursday- se'nnight submit a 
motion^ with a view to ascertain.the state 
of the approvisionment of sir R, Stfachan's 
squc;dron, 

[Distillation from Sucar.J The Chan* 
cellar qf the Excheqttcr rose, in consequence 
of the notice which he bad given, to more 
that a Committee should be appointed 
to inquire into the best mode of grant.* 
in^ relief tp those engaged in the West 
India* trade; and in directing ^the seri* 
oils attention of the house to. a subject 
which the whole house, he was convinced, 
would agree wjth him in thinking wor¬ 
thy of iiie earliest inquirv, he did not 
think it necessary to use any arguments to 
prei« it upon their notice. Every gentle¬ 
man, he« w as persuaded, would be of one 
opinion as,to the propriety of obtaining ail 
the informuition that could be collected 
upon tl\e subject,in order that thisin&rma^ 
tion might* be followed up by the remedy 
which might appear to be most applicable 
fo the circumsiauces of those immediately 
interested inv obtaining relief. The first 
idea that had suggested itself was, extend¬ 
ing the iiiieriml consumption/of the staple 
; article of West India pioneer byarendev'* . 
ing it opplicable to our home lbi|tiller»es. 
The select committee, which had akeady 
h^en appointed to inquireinto the Oaixsee 
oCtfae prei|eiiiembaiTassn»eii|sof ^ 

ers,^ ^not^ it wa» tr«i6> jn .theierepqrtj 

ibeeh.ycry foyonraWe toAtbr opiniog^dbai.^^ 
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x^uld' 6« obtained by these <tf jth6 bouse', 1^ ^*boHy1fr the' * ' 

meaiasjtnil be^^ar nat^withoutbop4 that "Cark, both'teiJ>feOtiftg^he ^tehha^ upon " 
it wodid be foufidi on.farther intjttiTj/that' ^ the Otdera Ka^ neen iSuOd, ddd the 
a measnremightbesofrainedaeriiteriaHy eftfeOts which were fro 

to contribute tn thd object whidh he had them; The right horircbandeHor df llic ^ 
in view. He thought, therefore:^ that a exchequer had thought it r 

Committee diould be again fappointed, to < bring them forv^^ard in a Cdtei^itteii'of ,'y 
inquire how fair it ;m*ght be proper to pro- Ways and Means, where it wab 
hibit DiataUation^om any other ahiclea to institute any discussioh, eittu^'^upro^^ > 
than sugar and molasscss, and whether their principle or tendency; &nd v^herb ' 
«uchr a Eiej^Ution <|^ould be^ they* could be regularly consider^ only ^ I 

England^ i^^tland, and Ireland, or to Eng- as a measure of finanre. In this cornmittee^^^;'^ 
land only. But'though this was the first it was impossible to discuss either thbfr^ jj 
uestion to which the. committee ought to legality or their policy, or the preamble.' 
irect thaic inquiries, there were others to of the bill. In every measure like the pro- 
which: they loight afterw’-ards point their sent, it had been the constant practice to ; 
attention ibmlie^ accomplishment of the submit the grounds of the measure to a^ 
great object. He. concluded with moving Committee. In the American Commer^/ 
That a Committee be appointed to in- cial bill this course had been pursued, and' ^ ^ 
quire and report how fais and under what likewise in the case of the Bank Restriction ' ^ 
circumstances, it may be practicable and bill a secret cpinmittee had been appoint- ' 
expedient to confine the Distilleries of ed to inq*uire into the general state of its'' 
the united kingdom, or of any part of affairs, in short, this had been the uniform 
the united kin^om, to the use of sughr practice In matters of great magnitude and 
and molassess only; and also what bthca importance, connected either with c6m-' , 

provision can be made lor the relief of the merce or finance. He disclaimed alC^ 
growers of sugar in the British West India intention or w^Ish, by the present mo-'\ 
coionies, and to report the same, with their tioii, to produce any unnecessary delay ^ ^ 

observations and opinion thereupon, from but, conceiving the question involved if| ‘ ^ 

time to time, to the house.'^ The motion the Orders in Council to be of vital itn- V* 

was carried unanimously, and a select portance to the prosperity, and even to ^ 

Committee appointed. the existence of the country, it was nii-. 

Committee on Tsade and Navigation.] terial, surely, that the house should know 

Mr. TVern^ rose to move that the house what it was about before it decided up- 

should resolve itself into a Committee of on them.* lie was ready to admit, for 

the whole house upon the Trade and Na- , the sake of argument, that it was c6mp^- ' 

vigation of the country, or, if a select corn- tent for the king^s prerogative to hare^ 
inittec was thought preferable, he should issued the Owdei^ in Council; he woulJ| / 
have no objection tlmt that course should admit, for the sake of argument, that they%|| 
be followed. The object which he had in were justifiable As a npieasure of retaliation 

view was, that the Itouse Should have a against the enemy ; and for the sake of 

full opportunity of discussing* the Ordei’s argument, he would admit* though he cer-‘ , 

in Councilafter they were put into a shape* tainly was of a different ipinion, thatfhey 

ami form, in which they were capable of wxre not inconsistent with the common 

being discussed. At present he did not «sage of nations; but,what he wished to 

mean to express either approb|||;ion or know was (and upon this point there um, 

disapprobation of them. ^ The prcfent was no inforniatiori whatever to enable the 

one of the very few instances, in wnich an house to forp any opinion) what was Uke^ 

udnunistratiuii had brought such'a mea- ly to be their*efiect upon the trade of the 

sure before p^fliament witboubproducing country ? In this single pointpfylevi^, he 

anywinformation, or proposing some step considered (he present as one bf the dioat, 
by whichunfomatioa could be obtained, stupendous questions that evbr iMid ^ 

calculated to guide the judgment of the agitated. It ^nydWed riot’A ijnatter 
legislatlire npoathc^ measure on which it 
was caHed u^h decide, in other in«^ 
ataiices, mini9tshiiad4)een tathOr dispos¬ 
ed to challenge,'than to ^ shrink from a 
discusaioh of 'tbeir^actsi but in the present, 
the pape(re faiullmerelybeenfecOinmefided 
in the^^jdng^a Speech^eor the consideration 


ordinate regulation, hot' tw prospOnty of: 
one branch of trade, febt ihe'<^bifimerce,q|fp'j' 
(he w'holfe ymrid^Hbat libtnhiefod on 
the prosperity and thfc Very ' citis^ehco pf • 
England, &\ its presem dirium5t'iances,^^d 
pended. Wa,s it therefore beciu|e''buir,j' 
present %ituition was pecullaf ? * it 
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<&Cf4^ W Affaijrs were in a mofe critical 
than they had erer been in 
y Of was it because the question 
i#aa 'niere injsercsting and Jhore important, 
ti^nany that could be canvassed^ that, 
Wi^en the mast common precautions were ^ 
net to be adopted, and a decision passed 
with unprecedented precipitancy ? In this 
country, from the existence of a body of 
merchants of liberal education, enlightened 
Ttcws, unrivalled probity, and great ^pe- 
fidnce, the house of commons could com¬ 
mand means of information upon such a 
•ubjcct, of which no other government was 
in possession ? He wished to know the opi¬ 
nions of the merchants upon this subject, 
yhere were many persons, it was true, 
belonging to this respectable class in the 
house- of common*:, but they were pre- 
iTented, probably, by the circumstance of 
iheirnot being accustomed t/y deliv^ their 
oentimenU* in public, from giving their 
opinions. These, however, tlicy would 
l^ire belc>re a committee. This infor¬ 
mation he wanted, ancl to this iriftirma- 
iion he w^as entitled- The right hon. 
f^nt. had this very day moved for a 
Committee to inquire into the present state 
-the West India trade; and not only 
4 hat, but every other question, shrunk into 
iiotbin^ when compared with the pre- 
aent. Mr. Tierney said, he did not know 
what information the right lion. gent, 
hiid proceeded in issuing the Orders in 
Couiacil, but sure he wa^ that^be needed 
information. However well entitled that, 
iigfat hoB. gent, was to the praise of great 
il^teness add much ability in many re- 
yet he could not be supposed to be 
faeatly conversant with commercial sub- 
^eta ; and the fact was, that there was not 
4 pm individual io the present ad ministra- 
to whom fhe country looked up in 
ihall^ra of trade. It was but fair, tliere- 
fbre, that the Imuse should know fioai 
iwhat quarter tlm information came upon 
.which they acted. *Tmde was a sub|ect 
with which the itnqgination^bad nothing 
^tbo do, and on which all ^leories might 
be faihclous: here, experience was the 
#afe and only guide. lie ^called upon 
"the house to bear in mind, that they might 
<abefi, if the course of proceeding was not 
.arrested; be passing^ bill, of the merits of 
Jarhich they Would be^ completely igno* 
-rant | eiiid if the other house should teiji 
down a message, ^requesting to be in- 
:^rmed icm what grounds they had acted in 
wo dokg, what answer could "they give, but 
^3ibat tiny had complied with thte rec8m- 


;Lmendation contained to his ' muj^ty's 
, Speech, withotjt examining whether the 
measure in itself was right or wrong.? He 
did not how ask the right bon, gent, to 
give up Ms measure; let him only confess 
that he had been guilty of an omission; 
and let its progress be suspended till the 
I house had put itself into a situation to 
I judge of its merits. If,^iowever, in* spite 
1 of his suggestion, the right hon. gent, per¬ 
sisted in carrying it through, all that he 
would say that he admired the bold- 
ncssf not to use a harsher word, of the 
right hon. gent. He must be sensible that, 
the house was now acting upon no better 
ground than blind and implicit confidence 
in his judgment; and if ne happened to 
eiT, ihe last hope of the country was gone. 
For if the measure should fail (he did not 
pretend to say whether it would or not), 
but if it happened to fan, to what sources 
did the right hon. gent, look, to supply 
the defalcation in the revenue which would 
result from it ? The right hon. gent, 
cseenied to think, that it would be the 
means of compelling the enemy to con¬ 
clude a peace; but this was simply an opi¬ 
nion, and if it failed in producing this efl'ect, 
was he sure that it would not diminish our 
means of carrying on the war ; and if it 
should cripple our revenue, what would he 
then have to say foi* having^ refased in¬ 
formation to that house ? It would be a 
poor consolation then, that the right hon. 
gent, had taken all the responsibility to 
himself; and that the blame rested upon 
Ifis shoulders. The right hon. gent, at three 
o’clock last Friday morning, had refuscfl 
to accede to the smallest delay, but in the 
course of tlic next twelve liT)urs, he had 
found it necessary to recede from his de¬ 
termination, and he (Mr. T.)'was confi- 
•dent, that as he proceeded, difliculties 
woftid press upon him at every turning, 
lie even now ventured to predict, that he 
wouVi^be obliged to divide the bill into 
two p|ihs, <and to refer both back to a 
committee. He wished for nothing that 
would savour like a triumph over the right 
hon. gentf; on the contrary, he declared, 
upon his hcuiour, that he was actuated 
solely by a wish to promote Ihe interests 
of the country. Every person must con¬ 
fess, that now they were wholfy in the 
^ dark, and die house owed it to the country 
to inform themselves respecting the ten¬ 
dency of it proceedings. It owed this to 
ibe country upon many grounds, hut upon 
nme more than to shew that it was 
-to the distreascs %{ the people.' Only 
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fortjr^eiglit hou^ft ago a petition^ stating 
thes^ idistresses^ hzd been presented to the 
houses signed bv 30,000 f^ple. (p. 692*) 
He was far from rejoicing that peti¬ 
tions of this description were presented, 
but when petitions such as that were pre¬ 
sented, and, as had been justly remarl^ed 
by a right hon. gent not now in his place 
(Mr. Calming), couched in the most re¬ 
spectful and becon^ing language, they 
were sufely on that^ very account entitled 
to greater consideration. It ought never 
to be out of the mind of that right hon. 
gent, nor out of the mind of the house, that 
there were, 30,000 individuals in the coun¬ 
try who were in >vant of bread. The 
right hon. gent, might ^ay, perhaps, that 
these petitions were determined on before 
the Orders in Council were issued, but 
they surely were a sufficient reason for 
paying greater attention to every thing 
which might tend to give relief to the 
•ufferers, and for avoiding any thing which 
might have the effect of aggravating their 
sufferings. And was the right hon.^genj. 
sure Uiatthe firesent measure would not in¬ 
crease the number of these sufferers from 
30,000, to 300,000. Was he fully aware 
of their tendency to produce a war with 
America; and had helaken into his calcu¬ 
lation the injury which would accrue from 
such an event to the industrious and munu- 
factoriug classes of the people ? Here Mr, 
Tierney adverted in terms of the highest 
praise to the able pamphlet of Miv Baring, 
and asked if any merchant would take upon 
him to controvert the statements and opi-* 
nions which it contained ? He called then 
upon the right hon, gent, to look at the situ¬ 
ation of 30,000 men, who told him that 
they wcie in want of bread, notwithstand¬ 
ing the advantage^tliey derived from living 
under the most indulgent masters, wh^ 
were smarting under the pressure of every 
kind of difficulty, and when he did that, 
to sny, whether ho would persist in re¬ 
fusing to refer to a vominittee a measure 
by which it was at least possible, if not 
probable*, that this difficulty might be 
greatly enhanced? Was not this such an 
extensive t|uestiou of trade as to require 
the most extensive itrvestigution ? To this 
question be begged that ho would say aya 
or no. * IPliiB waa of o^niqii that it would 
be better to disdoss it m a sttect or secret 
committee, he (Mr. T.) should have no 

a ction.to citter; but dn nutlet him 
out the housi^ of equMuiis to the 
country ,as careless and bidifieirent about 
^ tubj^t eottnected wiith j|». tUMit 


tanfe interests. To this pr^eeding Mr, T* 
shewed tliere coUld be no objection, whe* 
ther he considered it as a. question of gef 
.neral policy oi* merely , as a ^juestion of re^ 
venue. But as it was,, the right hon^ 
had first issued the Orders> then ho, had 
advised the prorogation of. pariiament# 
Jest it should have aii opportunity? rtf 
taking cognisance of them too soon, at|d 
afterw»artls, when it did meet, he would not 
give* the house of commons an oppoi-tunitir 
of discussing thcfli. This was the coursh 
which the right hon. gent, had pursued* 
and instead of blaming, he Ought to thank 
him (Mr. T.) for endeavouring to turn him 
from it. He assured the right hon. gent, 
that it was idle to attempt to run a race of 
privation with the French; in the first 
place, because they w^ere better accustom¬ 
ed to privations than we were, and in the 
next place, because he knew no class who 
were m<A‘e susceptible to any species of 
hardship than the merchants, who would 
be first affected by this measure. He did 
not mean to say that they were at all de¬ 
ficient in loyalty, or that they were back-^ 
ward in contributing their full share to the 
wants of the country.' But in oider to 
make these contributions, they must have 
profits, and without pix)fits it would, be 
vain to make an appeal to their patriot¬ 
ism. The right hon. gent, did not con¬ 
tend that the measure was calculated to 
mend the present state of our commerce. 
[Here the chancellor of the cxchequeF 
seemed to dissent.] Well, said,Mr. T. so 
I under.lued him ; but if he really thinks 
that it will improve our trade, why is ha 
unwilling that evidence of this should be 
given before a commiWee ? Docs he pre¬ 
tend to ** do good by stealth, and blush to 
find it fame?^"—But all^that he under¬ 
stood him to expect that it would 
open a profitable cafeer of smuggling, and 
^e should be glad that his expectatioitk 
were even so far well founded. In 
he confioOsed himself totally at a loss even 
to divine the motives of the right hon. 
gent, for his^iresent m<^e of proceeding! 
but, whatever this might be, wbibh he had 
no meam of knowing, he conjured tfie hou^e 
before grafting its sanction to a measure 
of such magniiudc, to ayaiUtoeifofthein- 
fomation which it UM the means bf obtain^ 
ing, atidvfbiqb7m>8^eiitW toregulatoltii 
Judgment insto^ ^ potting every thiuefa 
by n hasty an^ precipkaie decteW 
He tlw right hon, ^jnt. in par¬ 

ticular, who was prevented by acruples, 
he was most reodjr to adtoitwjare 
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^inpere and conscientious^ ftpm conciliate- 
' the people of Ireland by a liberal and 
^ncpous system of policy# at least hot to 
' tomase their present irritation by'a mea- 
' ^SUTC which might seriously affect their 
'\trdt3e. He concluded wkh moving, ** That 
the house do resolve itself into a committee 
of the whole house, on to-morrow se*nnight, 
.to consider of Trade and Kavigation/^ 

The C^nce//or of the Exchc(^u£r said, if 
the objections so repeatedly made ta the 
Order's in Council were only to prpve vex¬ 
ations to*himself, he should not much re¬ 
gard them. With respect to these Orders 
they^werc escpressly laid before the house, 
for the purpose of some practical measure 
adopted upon them. He had been 
of opinion that this measure should be the 
Imposing of certain Duties, and he had 
accordingly moved, that they be taken 
mto consideration in a committee of ways 
arid means. The right hoh. gen{. had 
' said, it was sufficient to satisfy him if a 
feir opportunity was given for discussing 
the measure. Now, he would venture to 
that no man could hare witnessed the 
pi^cedings in that house without acknow¬ 
ledging that such opportunity had been 
afforded in the most ample manner. How 
far these Orders in Councit were agreeable 
to law; how far they were consistent with 
policy, not only had been open to discus¬ 
sion, but had actually been repeatedly 
discussed. On the hrst day, when he 
moved to have them referred to a com¬ 
mittee of ways and means, both these 
^ poinU had been argued. It was there 
jOpen to any member of that committee to 
move any measure he chose upon them, 
and to endeavour, in any manner he 
tkoaght proper, to prevail on the com¬ 
mittee to adopt his view of the case. Sup¬ 
posing the cpmihktee to have been of opi- 
hibh^at the Oixlers«irt (!!ouncil rvere so 
impolitic that they ought not to be acte(^ 
on, couTd there be a doubt that ihcy might 
iSwe refused to sanctlpif them, and might 
have ordered such information as they 
deemed necessary to suppoi^ Ihe opinion 
they had fbrmea ? But the right bon. 
gent.satd, that minister? had acted with un- 
’ jpecoming boldness in taking this measure, 
wn responsibility. He 
dcunea they had done so. He refen^ to 
the house if, on the contrary, tbpy had not 
wbmitted argipnems to the house to shew 
^ rntthetheasht'e wasjust^^ Ihw, aiwf 
nolicy. ei^t 
W When petitions with 
, quilted 


were lying on the table of the honse^pray-* 
ing for peace, was it becO]Mng''th an 
indifference to peace, dir to a sulyec^ sa 
materially calculated as the present ihust 
be to affect the situation of the personis so 
applying ? The right hon. gent, however, 
at the very same time had 0aitictpaied..the 
answer to his own question, by supposing 
that he ^Mr. P.) niight say, that though 
these petitions had not been presented till 
after the passing of thji*Orders in Council, 
they had been prepared long before. This 
was bis answer, and be thought it sufficient 
to prove that the Orders in Council could 
in no respect have contributed to the 
grievances complained of in these peti¬ 
tions. When, therefore, the right non. 
gent, stated, that the government of this 
country w^as running a race of privations 
with our enemy, he could not sufficiently 
express hi? admiration and astonishment. 
The privations which the people of this 
coun^ suffered, arose from the measures 
of the enemy. The measures since adopted 

! »y this government were not resorted to 
or the purpose of running a race of pri¬ 
vations witn the enemy, but to make nim 
abandon the measures he had adopted, 
and to cause him to feel what must other¬ 
wise have been alone felt by this country. 
He, the right hon. gent, declared, if he 
thought the cour^ pointed out better than 
the one which the nouse already had, and 
must still have, in the course of the dif¬ 
ferent stages of the bill to pursue, he 
would not be withheld, by any idea of false 
'dignity, from agreeing to it. As he had 
stated, however, the house had already 
had full opportunities of arguing the ques¬ 
tion, and three more woidd occur in the 
course of the bill now before the house r 
so, unless there was sonfething in the ob- 
jeetion as to the want of form, which could 
not be got over, he was of opinion the 
motion of the right hon. gent, wa^ unne¬ 
cessary. As to the point of form, be was 
thoroughly convinced there was nothing 
pecuHafr m a committee of ways and 
means, which precluded gentlemen from 
there discussing the merits of the measure, 
and as to the observation addressed to the 
chancellor of the exchequer far Ireland, 
he could «>nljr say, that he did not esteem 
that the proper course of proqpediffg, and 
should not recomm^d it to hiS right hon* 
friend. ' ' 

1^; JLafireiiee said he shbnld be happy if 
by the discussion of the present question 
bi^ day of reffectibrr could be gained to 
HiO hoin^ b, comiddr of the lui|u)m mea* 
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^ WM PI shpplft, at all times be re- 

,..S;iam|(i ;,X>€ <#en the only barrier to 
. 'gppfli.e.tp rwl^ps^ aim overweening con- 
r th® present a measure 

to >yfiH;urn every part of the 
'"Nayjwlii^ ? It was at the same 
experiment that the 
.rijght^^bn. .geijt,, Ivmselt’ could not even 
giiye ti^e l^ii^ount of the duties 

'whiph it,niigl)t ^e i^upposcd to produce. 
^^If he could n<5t t<^Il us this;, it was impossi¬ 
ble he qoul^ tell ps wl^t tlxe effects of the 
. ;^^*e^sure^y»^gJ(J,be other respects: and 
vyere we^pot, before ,we allowed every 
^iug to be puf upon the^cast of a die, to 
, jpqujre jlf it was hj^ely to answer any good 
! jp^ur^se? ' Something had been said as to 
^ the Pethions for Peace, now lying nn the 
' iabloi^,^ fie \ya8 pne of those whp never 
could reponimend such petijtions, being 
satisfied tha^t they had a tendency rather 
to put tQ ^ greater distance the object they 
had in vie\y. Bu^t was it not of consequence 
tlmt w^ should hesitate vvlifcu such petidoris 
were before us, and not run headlong into 
an act calculated to k ad ys into a new 
war, and that, too, with almost the only 
power with whom we were now at peace ? 

, Mr, Adam could not agree with the 
right hon. gent, opposite (the chancellor 
of tlie exchequer), cither in the answer he 
had given to the spcci h of his right hon, 
friend, or in the advice he had given to 
the chancellor of the exchcc[uer for Ire¬ 
land. lie thought the house had.cfun- 
mitted an error which it should correct; 
and that it,would commit another error if 
it followed the advice of the right hon, 
gent, as io Ireland. Tiie Grand Com- 
inittecs belonging to,this house were in¬ 
troduced in the best days of our parlia- 
,iucnt. To involve the Committee of*Fi¬ 
nance,^ or the nmiuis of making good the 
Supply to his majesty, with the Committtfc 
of Trade and IS'avigution, was to root up 
and destroy one of the most salutary privi¬ 
leges of tlyit house. When any measure 
waji to be brought bofore the chouse, they 
, knew" its dilferent stages for discussing the 
principle and detail. But when Grand 
CpihnnUees were cstablished,one add itional 
itago >Y^,g^ted, attended \vi,th tliia ad- 
van^gerjthaft wemnot limited as 

to the number of times they might speak 
on, th<P; princip^f^, of the, measure in oae 
. '||ie .question bad this been 
done ipjlmjjnisent i;n4^nce in ihe prop^ 

l?eeii4w> 

cussed m the coiaanttee of ways im 

Vnr. ">ir • • I 


means. If so, he contended, that was not 
the proper place. To discuss the question 
with propriety three different heads pre¬ 
sented themselves—nnarfce, legality, and 
policy. How was it possible that the two 
last of these cbuld be at all considered iu 
a committee of ways and means^ where 
nothing but finance was cognizable ? He 
shquld state a fact, which, in his opinion, 
\yas decisive of the question; In thqjear 
1731 it was found necessary to chan^ the 
duty*on Irish linen from the fund in which 
it then stood to the aggregate fund.*, It 
was impossible that any thing could 
have a greater relation to finance than 
this, yet, by the advice of a gentleman 
who then sat at the table of the house, 
than whom none was ever more compe¬ 
tent to point out the proper mode of pro¬ 
ceeding, it was resolved that the house 
slmuUl in ihe first instance go into a Com¬ 
mittee of Trade,'to which it was properly 
considered that every thing relating to 
trade, though it might latterly become a 
subject for financial regulation, primarily 
belonged. He should suppose a c;^e, that 
his majesty might be advised to make an 
alteration in our courts of justice, and to 
connect n itU such alteration a question of 
revenue. He would ask, would it be al¬ 
lowed, would it be borne, that such pro¬ 
posed alteration should be taken into Con¬ 
sideration in a committee of ways and 
means? He felt himself called on to say, 
if the nnuse laid it down that the measure 
in (juestion had been properly taken into 
consideration in the committee of ways 
and means, and that a similar mode of 
proceeding ought to be adopted as to Ire¬ 
land, it would lay down a principle which 
would equally apply to the Grand Com¬ 
mittees of Justice, Ryligioii, &*c. 

j\fr. Rose thought the hon. and learned 
gent, had confounded the Grand Com¬ 
mittees with the Standing Orders of the 
house. When tlierc was any matew^ in¬ 
novation made, then it was proper ithat 
the measure should go through a com¬ 
mittee o^the whold house. Ifere tliere 
was no innovation: it was,only a due 
exercise of the king’s prero^tive.. He did 
not say that the exercise of such preroga¬ 
tive was not to be miqulred into by par¬ 
liament ; but here opportunities <iioing 
so had been afforded^ . ; . j ♦ 

Mr. Fommhy. said the practicethe 
house ha^ be^n, that quesBo^ of ^yiga- 
tign^ trade, Jgs^ce, religion^, {ic,.,j®ou](J 
be considered by epramittees pTfhe^^h 
house. The "light bon.‘gent, who'spoke 
3 A • 
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last had supposed that the present measure 
stood m a diifereiit sifuanoii in ctfnscqufincc 
its flow ing from the king^s prerogative. 
He V^ould asJk, could any exeVcisc of the 
Jting^s pi^rogative be figured in which 
that house not only was i^ot intitled, but 
even in which it was not absolutely bound 
to interfere, in order to see that his ma¬ 
jesty had been well and properly advised ? 
Here his majesty had expressly referred 
the Orders in Council to the house. Mis 
majesty had, not desired, oi* even suggested 
to the house, what sort of measures it was 
his wish should be adopted, but had sim¬ 
ply referred them to the consideration of 
parliament* In that situation it became 
the duty of the house to proceed to the 
consideration of the business in the most 
regular and parliamentary manner. He 
should state a case from the Journals, 
arising out of one of the most unexcep¬ 
tionable and undoubted prerogathes of 
the crown, w hich he believed did exist, 
and which he presumed to think was not 
by any means so important in its nature 
as the present—namely, the making of a 
treal}^ which sufficiently pointed out 
the mode of proceeding in such c«ascs. 
la his majesty’s Speecli in the year 1787, 
he found a passage stating, that his ma¬ 
jesty had concluded a treaty of Naviga¬ 
tion and commerce with his most Chris¬ 
tian majesty, and that he recommend¬ 
ed to parliament to idopt the best means 
of carrying it into effect. Iio\v <Ud par¬ 
liament act in consequence of this refer¬ 
ence f Did they carry it into effect, as 
ministers had now done ? Did they pro¬ 
ceed to bring in a bill directly ? f>r did 
they refer the treaty to a committee of 
ways and means ? They did neither. Tht' v 
proceeded in the way that was proper and 
established. They resolved that the house 
should,*on a given day, i^solve into a com¬ 
mittee of the whole house to consider so 
much of his majesty’s speech as related to 
navigation and commerce; and they refer¬ 
red to that committee to see, if the king 
had been properly vised in exercise 
of his prerogative in concluding that 
Treaty. On the 21st of Eeb. foltow’iiig, 
the "committee of the whole house ap¬ 
proved of the exercise of the royal prero¬ 
gative, and appointed a committee to pre¬ 
pare an address, notifying to his majesty 
theit approbation of the exercise of his 
prerogative.' 'They then referred to the 
cmnmittee of ways and Ineans, for the pur- 
of enacting resolntioijs of finance. 
3|||j!e nu do however, that the- 


business had been conducted directly in 
the fWe of the regular proceedings of thO 
house. It was impossible, in a committee 
of ways and means, to enter into the merits 
of these Orders in Council, or to judge in 
that place, w hether his majesty had been 
properly advised in the exercise of his 
prerogative. The justice or propriety ol 
the measure could never, there, be decided 
on with elfect. In a committee of ways 
uiid means, nothing could be examined 
into which was not reierable to duties. 
What hw right hon. friend had said w^as per¬ 
fectly apparent, that this W'as a question 
of thi* greatest importance, infinitely more 
so than that of a treaty of navigation and 
commerce. In the present measure all the 
world was interested; yet here we had 
neglected what we had doile in cases of 
much less importance. 

Mr. Tkniej/, in reply, did not deny tlrat 
the house had had opportunities of discuss¬ 
ing the question as to the merits of these 
Orders in Connell ; what he complained 
of,was/that they luid never been allowed 
an opportunity of deciding on them. In 
a committee of w ays and ineatis they could 
liave no means of deciding on any tpies- 
tion. They could not command any 
materials for that purpose, nor could they 
eflectually touch on any thing unconnect¬ 
ed w ith finjnee, unless they had received 
special instructions to tlrat eflcct. It had 
been saiil, tlrat tiicrcwas notliing in this 
measure contrary to the navigation laws. 
He would ask, was it nothing contrary to 
thV navigation acts to force a vessel out of 
her tract to this country, and then to tell 
her you mav^ proc eed to tlie place of your 
destination, hut you must leave the most 
valuable part of your ( argo behind you ? 
*TIiis he cc/nsidered to l)e‘^not only a no- 
vclty, but al ,o to be a novelty wdiic h was 
pcrTeckiy disgraceful to ibis country, lie 
^^till maintained, that merely because the 
measure related to trade it must originate 
in a committee of tin* whole house, and not 
in a comniittco of w'ays and means. If tli« 
committee of ways and means, where no 
in structions liad been given, would enable 
all proper ste[)S to be taken for deciding 
on the justice, and policy of the measure, 
as well as on its financial merits, then he 
was wrong; if it could not, thgi he was 
right. He recollected a bill having been 
introduced by the lord advocate of Scot- 
fend, during the last parliament, for alter¬ 
ing the practice as to Teinds in Scotland, 
in which the Speaker interfered, and j>ut 
th^ learned lord to rights as to the foim; 
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it being requisite that such biJI, as aflect- 
ing religion and also justice, should origi¬ 
nate in a committee of the whole house. 
He conceived the present bill to stand in 
a similar situation, and he begged to have 
the opinion of the Speaker on this point. 

The Speaker thought that the rules of 
the house were sulTicicntly clear on the 
subject, and that it was only the applica¬ 
tion of them that could be dubious. With 
respect to Grand* Committees, near a 160 
years had elapsed since any report had 
been made by one. The standing order 
of 1770 was the rule hy which the house 
was now governed ; that order said, that 
all matters of trade should originate in a 
committee of the whole house. It was 
true, however, on the other hand, that un¬ 
til these very few years the committee of 
ways and means had not been so separately 
employed on ways and means alone as to 
exclude from their discussions every other 
subject. Now, certainly the practice of 
the house w as, that not any thing, should 
come before the committee of ways abd 
means but what related to the ilutics to be 
granted to his majesty. In that committee, 
iiowever, it was perfectly competent to 
any member to use all the arguments and 
inducements, direct and collateral, which 
were calculated to produce assent to or 
dissent from the question agitated. Un¬ 
doubtedly, evidence could not be exa¬ 
mined in that committee ; but should evi¬ 
dence be deemed indispensible, the cliair- 
man might report progress, uiid the hgusr, 
if tliey thought fit, might go into a larger 
scope of enquiry. 

Mr. A. Banng conceived the regulations 
in the bill to be a complete innovation of 
the navigation Jaws. It was a bill not of 
nuance, for the right lion. gent, could not 
name the amount of the duties to be expect¬ 
ed from it; but it was a hill of regulation 
and prohibition, which never could origi-* 
nate in a committee of ways and means. 
It was a financial measure in appearance 
only ; in reality it was a measure of com¬ 
mercial regulation, and that, too, of the very 
greatest importance. He fiad only got 
the bill to day, and hoped it would not 
be pressed forward this night ; but that ' 
a committee of trade would be appoint¬ 
ed to consider it, 

Earl Temple wished to know, whether 
the duties imposed by the bill could, if the* 
bill were passed, be petitioned against by 
the persons iuterestei during the present 
year '‘ The ansjw^er would show what ^vas 
the chai^actcrof the bill. 


The Speaker obsevyed, that the bill came 
before him only as a revenue bill, and 
consequently that the duties could not ba 
so petitioned against. Tlie house then 
divided:— * 


For Mr. Tierney’s motion.55 

Against it.‘.. 118 i 

Majority.. 63. 


[Prders in Council Bill.] The houset 
resolved itself into a committee on 
Orders in Counoil Bill. On the first clause 
of the*bill being read, 

Mr. Tierrtty took an opportunity of cen¬ 
suring the incongruity between the bill 
and the American Treaty bill, that had 
been recently passed, which he contended 
were in direct contradiction to each other. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that there was no inconsistency in the bills 
to w Inch the rt. hon. gent, had alluded. Tlie 
Am'erivan Treaty bill went merely to con¬ 
tinue the provisions of an act that was 
shortly to expire, and as that w^as a mea¬ 
sure to which America w^as no party, and 
contained a clause for its amendment or 
repeal in the present session, any altera¬ 
tion wdiich the legislature might think fit 
to make in it could not be a violation of 
any engagement with America. The bill 
then before the house would have the ef¬ 
fect of repealing only one or two clauses 
of tliat bill, whilst the remaining clauses 
it conlained w ould still continue in forc^e.— 
After s()nie further conversation the clause 
w'as agreed to. 

i )n the clause enacting certain duties on 
Cotton Wool or Yarn, and Jesuits bark,^ 
being read, 

Mr. U hitbread rose to move, that tho 
words ' Jesuits Bark' be omitted. He did 
not think it very negessary to examine 
minutely the details oil fhc bill, believing 
that it could ncvei^he e.xccnted, as*a w’ar 
w ith America w’ould probably be the conse¬ 
quence. But he wished to mark his most 
decided dis;q>probaiiou of the principife of 
the prohibition, as far as it regarded the 
bark. Ii/ t^he first place, the right hon. 
gent, w'as deceived in supposing that there 
w'as such a w^ant of bark on the continent. 
He liad said, that bark had risen in France 
from 10 to 70s. the pound;—but that 
which bore the higher price was not the 
common bark, but the red bark, w hich wtis 
always dearer. There was no reason 
whatever to suppose that the pressure 
from want of conimbn bark would be suofi 
;is to be an inducement to the enemy to 
^pply^for peace. The continent* i»cc(U*d- 
ing to the intelligence which hcjiad re- 
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ctjived, Was well supplied with bafk^ and 
witb siigar for two years consumption, so 
that ’ it must be a long time before the 
right hori. gentJ's scheme could operate. 
Sugaij was cheaper there than it had been 
this time 12 months. l?pon the view 
which the right hon. gent, had of the sub¬ 
ject, therefore, his measure was the most 
childish and nugatory that could bo con¬ 
ceived. In another view, however, it V\ as 
most detestable, for it was a wav with the 
helpless, the sick, and the liospital.s,-i—one 
at which the feelings of all mankind would 
revolt. It was reviving the savage prac¬ 
tices of remote antiquity, and substituting 
them for that modern civilization which 
rendered even war itself less horrible. 
Bark grew in our enemy^s colonies, and 
though the right hon. gent, should send 
tens of thousands of poor sick jjcrsons to 
their graves, yet the enenjy would have 
the means of a severe retaliation, for they 
might say, that we should have no bark 
from their colonies. But, did the right 
hon. gent, know so little of the science of 
medicine, as not to have heard, that there 
were many substitutes for bark ? There 
were many instances in history to illustrate 
the bad effects of an atrocious and malici¬ 
ous hostility of this kind, and the good 
effects of generosity. It was not very 
long since an application was made for 
bark by France to this country; and the 
answer was, that they might have as much 
as they could carry away. But tl;ii% turn¬ 
ed out to be a mere private speculation ; 

so little was it wanted, that the French 
^vernment prohibited its entrance. He 
sincerely hoped that this peart of the hill 
W'ould be given up. If you prc\cnlcd the 
removal of distasc, you must, on the same 
principle, wish itsjncrcase; and jhis prin¬ 
ciple wpuld lead to the promotion of pes¬ 
tilence, poison, and assassination. Jf it 
once became the policy of this country 
to stsvrve the continent, the evil miglit be 
visited on ourselves. Tlie ports of the 
Baltic were shut; and we were [^-ovoking 
a war with America,iwhile we ifiight he in 
w^t of corn. If wc pressed this, tlicy 
might say that wc might starve; and reap 
in that fatal vengeance the fruits of our 
own detestable policy. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer observ¬ 
ed, that the arguments of the hon. gent, 
applied to the provisions of another bill 
i^hich it was his intention to bring in, not 
t<i the Iclkuse under consideration, which 
Jijl^j^ly to impose a duty qn the expor- 
of Jesuits Bai^k, But the statefment* 
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of the hon. gent, refuted itself* If France 
had the supply, he asserted, France could 
siiffer no practial inconvenience from the 
measure. The information upon which he 
acted, however, represented France as 
much ill ivant of bark, and that there were 
many orders received in London for the 
supply of that article to the continent. 
As to the policy of the prohibition, he 
should state that his object was, that as the 
exportation would be perqiitted by licence, 
under certain circumstances, France should 
not be '^allowed to receive that article* 
without taking, at the same time, other 
articles from this country. The ellect ex¬ 
pected, was to break down that barrier 
which France had raised against the com¬ 
merce of this country. There would be 
no difficulty felt in obtaining any quanti¬ 
ty of this article, the moment the enemy 
took oir his prohibition from the importa¬ 
tion of other articles ; the inconvenience, 
therefore, which might he felt, was not to 
be imputed to this country : what differ¬ 
ence, he w^ould ask the hon. member, was 
there between this article and articles of 
necessary sustenance ? 

Mr. Lmhington stated the price of bark 
at Amsterdam, at different periods since 
Nov. in order to shew, that the price 
would not be enhanced by this measure, 
the price in Nov. having been 10 per 
pound, and at the latest account, 2b s. for 
the very best quality. 

Mr. Herbert said a few words against 
thp clause: he saw no insuperable ob¬ 
stacle to the restoration of peace, but the 
obstinacy ol* ministers. 

Mr. Secretary f/«7n/7??gjnstiricd the prin¬ 
ciple of the clause, becaiJM*, tiiough inno¬ 
cent persons migiit sullrr In iLs-operation, 
tliere was no mode of w nrliire in wtiich that 
waS not the case. li the hon. gent, could 
devise ^ny mode of carrying on war, by 
which tlic injuries would be made to fail 
not on the innocent but on the guilty, they 
would besjfow a benefit on mankind. iTc 
w'as at a loss to distinguish the privation 
under this measure, from the privation of 
necessary sujqjort from the civil inhabitants 
of a hesiegiid town. \^"e were justified in 
retorting his measures upon the •enemy, 
and on this ground wc should be justified 
in the complete prohibition of tke expor¬ 
tation of bark. The measure was not in¬ 
tended to promote the greatest possible 
degree of affliction amongst our enemies; 
God forbid! the object was to endeavour 
to bring the system acted upon by the 
enemy to an end. The statement of tho 
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hon. gent, that France had suiTicient bark 
for two years consumption, depreciated 
the whole of theotlxer part of his argument. 
Even on the shewing of the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Lushington) opposite, the price 
of bark had risen considerably on the con¬ 
tinent, and the statement respecting the 
plentiful supply of sugar on the continent 
was so improbable in itself, that it could 
not be credited without the strongest evi¬ 
dence. A war of this kind was detestable, 
he admitted, but unfortunately it. was the 
only me^ns left for procuring a solid peace. 
The guilt rested with the enemy. . 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that if the com¬ 
mittee agreed to the proposition of en¬ 
deavouring to prevent bark from reach¬ 
ing the continent, instead of throwing 
the odium of a want of humanity on 
the character of Buonaparte, we might 
most probably find that theue would 
be too just ground for founding a re¬ 
flection on the character of our own 
country. 'Fhe emissaries of Buonaparte 
might go to the hospitals, and say,*' he^c 
is an English act of parliament; you seo 
what it is that prevents you from obtaining 
a remedy for your complaints.* He put 
it to the honourable feelings of gentlemen 
on the opposite side, whetlier the enemy 
would not at least have an opening here 
ngainst us ? [Here some significant gestures 
w ere made use of by some of the gentle¬ 
men on the Ircasuiy bench.] He was not 
surprised that the editor of a celebrated 
Manifesto, or that the bomharders of Co¬ 
penhagen, should express some disappro¬ 
bation at the mention of this circumstance. 
For his otvn part, he recollected when it 
was generally supposed, and by some, he 
believ ed, it was hoped for, that the French 
army w ere like!}^ to be destroyed by a 
<I}seutory ; and if he, who was rather fa¬ 
vourable to the old morality, were*to be 
asked what he would do, if in such a case 
he was in possession of such medicine as 
would be likely to relieve them, he would 
answer, he w ould give it to them; he 
w^ould da BO not only from motives of huma¬ 
nity, but he was also convinced it would 
be beneficial, in a political point of view. 
Some geiitlemen took up and laid down 
the cloak of morality so frequentl}", chang¬ 
ing as it sijited their purpose, that he could 
not say wdiat might be their opinion at the 
present moment. But he would say, that 
ni a book which a right hon. gent, last 
V'eek dc&pised, it W’as related, that at the 
siege of Jerusalem, the famished inhabi- 
tanus were^ permittad to como out. lu 
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more mq^Jern times, we might recollect a 
circumstance wdiich was more immediately, 
applicable. The French convention de¬ 
creed, that n6 quarter should be given ; 
did the English government retaliate by 
the passing of a sipiilar decree ? no: \Vhat 
was then the consequence } The conse¬ 
quence was, that the French soldiers re¬ 
fused to put tile sanguinary order of their 
government into execution. Here, than, 
was»an object of policy likely to be gained 
by mitigated rigour towards an enemy^ 
exclusive of all ideas of principles of hu¬ 
manity. But the house w'ould here par¬ 
don him for mentioning a circumstance 
which this brought to his recollection. 
He was informed, that soldiers were con¬ 
victed of acts of gross misconduct w hilst 
they lay before Copenhagen. He was 
not aware of the facts to which he now al¬ 
luded, at the time of the Thanks being 
voleiT ttf lorcf Cathcart, or he should have 
mentioned them. For he w'as informed,that 
after these men to whom he alluded were 
tried and convicted, they were not only 
not punished immediately before the ene- 
in}^, but they wTre released and suffered 
to go at large. This was a subject which 
required farther elucidation, for the sake 
of the honour of the nation, which was 
suflicieiitly, he should have thought, tar¬ 
nished by the attack itself, without such 
acts of aggravation. 

Mr. Wtlheiforce was of opinion, that one 
consideriituni might alone decide the ques¬ 
tion. It was hoped, that we should be likely 
by this means in some degree to W'eaken the 
military force of Buonaparte. But, was it^ 
not to be fairly concluded, that he, both as 
an object of policy to preserve his strength, 
and with a view to increase his popularity 
with his soldiers, would at all events pro¬ 
cure them this luedicin?* *if it were neces¬ 
sary. The odium Wouhl then be cas*t upon 
us, and his character would be exalted, so 
that the means were not calculated to ac¬ 
complish the desired end. The general of" 
a blockading army might fairly hope to 
make somcj impressiop on the besieged 
army, or that he should be capable of 
making the general of the garrison sym¬ 
pathise ifi the feelings of the suflering 
inhabitants; but could it be supposed, 
that a similar impression would be made 
on the feelings of that general who at pre.- 
sent commanded the great frarrison otthe 
French nation? The measure rqight 
sibly excite a more general union of hatred 
against the English nation amongst all, 
3mks of the Froucb people; it mlgTit add 
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to Ahe fero<5ity or mifeeling character of the 
<Si<Nntest, but'it could not possibly fte the 
m^ans^of putting an end to it. He there¬ 
fore sapportc^ the ainendniditt. 
b. General (Ti2scoyr?e observed, that with 
l^s^ect to the circunistan^eswhich an hon. 
gent, had related as having occurred at 
Copenhagen, it was to be recollected, that 
at coarts martial appeals were frequently 
made to the mercy of the commander in 
chief; there might be some circumstairces 
in mitigation of punishmeVit which had not 
reached the ears of the hon. gent, 

Sirii. Weliei/ey reminded the house, that 
it was impossible to prevent acts of im- 
fHXjper conduct at all times in an army. 
As to the facts alluded to, he believed 
that after the persons had been tried, 
come doubt remained on the mind of the 
noble lord w'ho held the chief command. 
Id that case it was not to bq, contended 
that the noble lord did wrong to Hchitate, 
before he put jiidgluent into execution. 
The case he tvas informed, w'as now under 
the consideration of high legal autlro- 
rity. 

Mr. Wikhrvad sitat^c], that he alluded to 
three distinct charges, namely, robbery, 
rape, and luurder. 

The Chancellor of the Ercheqiicr said, 
that it would have been much less grating 
to the feelings of the nolilc lord, whose 
mme^bad be<m mentioned, and it w'ould 
give him a fairer opportunitjr of instruct¬ 
ing some member of that house, as to the 
pakrtieulars, so that he might ho able to 
speak in his behalf, if it was made the sub- 
^^fset of a specific motion, of which notice 
should be previously given. As to the 
case which the hon. member alhided to, 
there were some doubts as to a point of 
law, which was referred to the consider¬ 
ation of some of the highest legal autho- 
rities* ^ • 

*MTr WUtljread then gave notice that he 
wouj^, on an early day, bring the question 
before the house. 

Attorney Gcacra/stated,4i^corrobo- 
r^ion of what had jiccn said by the hon. 
bait, that the powers of the commander in 
ebi^f were now under the consideration of 
the highest legal authority iis tt»e king- 
d<»in, and the inclination 0f opinion was, 
th^ they did not authorise the execution 
of.the ponuiimenu in a country governed 
by Ihw, ii could not be matter of surprise 
when .punishment could not be legally 
h^ictedfthe individuals, however morally 

should escape punishment. 

; ’ Ciddy si^oke in favour of t]» Or-* 
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devs in Council, as consistent tvith the law 
of nations and the muiiicipal Jaw of the 
land, and consequently should give his 
support to the clause. 

Mr. Tierney proposed to take the sense 
of the committee on an amendment which 
he should move, for leaving out the words 

cotton wool, or yarn/' after his hon. 
friend had taken the sense of the com¬ 
mittee on the propriety of omitting the 
words Jesuits Bark." ^ 

Sir C. Price asserted, that the price - of 
bark at Paris was, at present, what it had 
been stated to be by the chancellor of the 
exchequer, lOft, per pound, and that there 
were unlimited orders at this moment in 
London, for any quantity of that article 
that could be supplied. 

Mr. A, Baring observed, that gentlemen 
need not be so oxlremely tenacious of the 
provision, that was Iicre alluded to; for 
if only one ship laden with bark w'ere to 
arrive safe, it would be sufficient for the 
whole continent. 

.The General supported the prin¬ 

ciple of the Orders in Council, and the 
enforcement of these prohibitions, on the 
maxims of the law of nations, which au¬ 
thorised a belligerent to re-act upon its 
enemy the severity of its own means of 
annoyance. 

bir Piggoit argued ably against the 
principle of the hill, as subversive of the 
es.%ntial interests of justice. He ronsi- 
d<ired it nothing short of the most violent 
outrage, to arrogate a right of confisca- 
tSmVivcr an innocent neutral, although he 
had not violated the provisions of a block¬ 
ade, or in any degree contravened the 
Orders this country had issued. Still suc h 
an (iftect did follosv from the new system 
of mini.sters : and thcrefoi^e he should take 
evsrry opportunity of declaring his decided 
hoslili^^ to it.—The question being loudly 
galled tor, a division took place, first upon 
the amendment of Mr. Whitbread, relative 
to the prohihitron of Jesuits Bark, when 
the numbers were—Ayes 78; Noea I(i3 ; 
Majority against the Amendment 87.— 

A second divwion then took place on Mr. 
Tierney's amendnn nt, relative to the pro¬ 
hibition of cotton yarn, when the 
numbers were—Ayes 76; Noes 107; 
Majority against the amcndmeiU 9L 


• HOUSE OF EOROS. 

Thursday, February 25. • 

Bn/tza Trade Bill.] On the second 
reading of the Braail "Arade 
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Earl Bathurst observed, that some mis- 
apprehensions had existed %vith respect to 
sugar from the Brazils coming into com¬ 
petition with the sugar from our own colo- 
jiies^inthe home market, and thus injuring 
the West India interests. This, however, 
would be eftectually prevented by the 
high duties imposed upon foreign sugar. 
His lordship urged the importance of the 
trade with the Brazils, whence might be 
derived cotton, taljow, and various other 
articles, and which'might also be/)f essen¬ 
tial benefit to our colonics, as a vessel trad¬ 
ing from this country to Hie Brazils miglit 
take in there a cargo of articles of provi¬ 
sion and lumber, of the latter of which 
there was a plentiful supply in the Brazils, 
and carrying them to our colonies in the 
West Indies, it might from thence bring 
home a cargo of colonial produce. 

Lord Auckland adverted to the state of 
the sugar market, lK)[)ing that it would 
not be still further depressed. Ills lord- 
ship stated from the information he had 
been able to procure, that the quantity gf 
sugar produced in the Brazils, was about 
73,000 hogsheads, the quantity produced 
in our own colonies, was about 280,000 
hogsheads, the latter of which ivas already 
about 70,000 hog&heads more than our own 
consumption required, uikI with respect to 
the use of the surplus in the dihtilleries, he 
observed, that the whole distilleries of the 
united kingdom would not eonsuiiie more 
than 12,000 hog^sheads. With res])ect to 
cotton, he believed the produce of the Iha- 
z’ls to amount to 21-,000,000 pounds, Hiuf 
of our own colonies was about l(i,000,000 
pounds : he was ready to admit this jiart 
of the trade to be ol v'ery great value to 
this country. 

Lbrd Uranium observed, with re^^pect 
to the idea of making this country an en¬ 
trepot for colonial produce, that it would 
be found impossible to force upon the con¬ 
tinent, that quantity of cjlonial produce 
whicli it would consume iiudcr other cir¬ 
cumstances, and with a direct triule. lie 
did nut yjevv this bill piecisely in tl^e 
s.’.uic light as his noble fiiend> and if con¬ 
siderations arising out of the situation of 
the prince regent of Portugal and his con¬ 
nection with this country, induced liiin 
not wbolly.lo oppose it, he must still give 
a decided opinion with respect to some 
circumstances connected with it. As to 
the idea of the noble lord, that corn and 
lumber could be procured from the Bra¬ 
zils for our West India colonies, bethought 
it was not to be expected^ nor did he con^ 


ceivo it possible, that under the prestmt 
circumstances of the Brazils, any atientioii 
could be paid to the cultivation of corn or 
the cutting oP lumber, particularly mider 
that system of cultivation which would b« 
adopted there, namely, by means of slaves*, 
continually imported; it was rather to 
apprehended that, from the fertility con¬ 
sequent upon breaking up new lands, sa 
large«a quantity of sugar might be pro¬ 
duced, as greatly to diminish the price ef 
that article. It Vas upon this sy«tem of 
importing slaves that he founded his prin¬ 
cipal ^objection to the bill. His lordship 
briefly recapitulated the proceedings of 
parliament with respect to the abolitioa 
of the Slave Trade ; and observed, that 
that act would confer immortal honour oa 
tlie parliament that agreed to it, and would 
be remembered when all party disputes 
and dissentio/is were 1‘orgottcn. Ministers, 
he conflanded, ought to have followed up 
that act, and the address to his majesty 
then voted, by refusing to enter into anjr 
commercial engagements with the Portu¬ 
guese government unless it consented to 
abolish the Slave Trade ; otherwise British 
capita] would be employed to a great ex¬ 
tent in carrying on this detestable tral^e 
to the Brazils, which would thus derive 
great benefit from w hich our colonies w^ere 
excluded. The legislature bad decided, 
that whatever connncrcial bemitit might 
be derived iiom that trade* nothing could 
justify Hk* inhumunity of its continuance. 
'L'he Brazils must exist as an independent 
state, by the protection aflordc^ by the 
British navy ; was it then to result, tliat ^ 
uotw itlislanding the act of the legislature, 
tljis traflc wus to be ailowTd to be carried 
on by British capital, and under the pro¬ 
tection ol the British navy; and this too 
for the still further increase of produce, 
of which there w'As, unfortunately, too ' 

, great an accumulation in our mvn colohies? 
Every consideration of humanity, jui^ce 
and policy, required in his opinion, that 
ministers should have made the abolitions 
of the Slave Trade a previous condition to 
entering into any commercial engagement 
w'ith the Portuguese government. 

Lord liuxukesbujy observed, that tlie 
trade in the Portuguese colonial produco»^ 
had been previously carried on throu^t 
the mother country, and the colony having 
become the scat of govcrainfent, there* if ail 
no principle upon which these coiainer-s 
cial arrangements could have been re^ 
fused* As to the Slave Trade,, hi» opi-. 
moil upon that subject was 
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but the abolition of that trade having be¬ 
come ah act of the legislature, it b'ceame 
the duty, and it was the wish of the exe- 
, CUtive government, to carry that act into 
eftfct, and to use every means to carry 
Jnto effect the object of ^he address to his 
«najesty, with respect to inducirifij foreign 
powers to abolish that trader The cir¬ 
cumstances in which tlie Portuguese go¬ 
vernment had been placed, and tile de¬ 
parture of that government for the Bra¬ 
zils, had 'hitherto precluded any “attempt 
to enter into negociatioii with a view 
to attain that object. It Avas sc»arcely 
possible to prevent ihitisli capital from 
being embarked in this trade, carried 
on to the Brazils ; but no opportunity 
would be lost by the executive govern- 
taent, in endeavouring to procure tlic con¬ 
sent of the Portuguese government tu abo¬ 
lish the trade. It could not be expected 
of him to enter into any discusdon upon 
the supposition of a refvMi! on tlu' pait of 
the Portuguese government to consent to 
such abolition.—The bill was then read a 
second time. 

[Orders in Colncil,] The Karl of 
Carlisle madt; his promised motion relative 
to the illegality of the Orders in Council. 
He adverted to the point which he had 
beforo stated to the hon^^e, res|>(‘Cting a 
contradiction between the Order in Coun¬ 
cil of the 2oth of Nov. and the act of tlie 
Vth Geo. III. c. 13. By that :ict, certain 
enumerated articles were prohibited to be 
exported from the Isle of I\Tan, under the 
penalty of the confiscation of the vessel. 
By the Orders in Council it was,declared, 
that any articles might be exported from 
the-Isle of IMan to any ports except^ tho'jp 
cf this couittry. This tic conceived to be 
clearly a contravention of the statute, lie 
did pot mean to charge niiirstcrs willi 
any thing else, but lie thought it was in¬ 
cumbent on them to come to parlipment^ 
foi^a bill of Indemnity. He trusted that 
against this the king^s w ar prerogative, of 
• which much had lately bec4 %said, would 
not be urged, n»r the right i»f retalia¬ 
tion. It might be said, that his objection 
trifling ; but it should be remember¬ 
ed that it w^as the first fissure in a bank 
which let in the overflow, and thus the 
first contravention of the law, by the privy 
council) however trifling in itself, ought 
to be met in a decided manner, lest 
• might lead to consequences injurious to the 
constitution. His lordship conclujjed by 
moving a Fxsolulion, wbich, after stating 
the enactment of the act of the 7fh Geo. 
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III. and the provision of the Order in 
Council Vespecting the Isle of Man, con¬ 
cluded by stating, that the latter was a 
manifest violation of the former. , 

The jLord Chancellor contended that the 
Order alluded to was not only not a breach 
of law, but actually within the comprehen¬ 
sion of the very statute to which the noble 
earl applied the violation. 

Lord Grenville observed, there was an 
end of the constitutionnf parliament, if the 
privy council assumed to itself the power 
of legislation. 

Lord Haxvkeshury oppo.sed the motion, 
and considered the piinciple of those Or¬ 
ders to have been fully discussed, and 
Ilnur execution approved of by the assent 
of parliament.—Lords Erskine, Auckland, 
and carl (-bey, supported the motion, and 
contended that the law of the land had 
bet n violated without any ground of ne¬ 
cessity that ( ould entitle ministers to ask 
parliament lor a Bill of Indemnity.—The 
motion w as then put and negatived. 

• [PiiOTEST.] Against the rejection of the 
above motion of the earl of Carlisle, the 
follow ing Protest was entered in the Jour¬ 
nals :viz. 

Dissentient—Because the proposition 
sfa’^cd ill this moli(»n is evidently and un¬ 
deniably true.—We conceive the proper 
mode of interpreting the laws of our coun¬ 
try, and the ar^s of its government, to be 
according to the plain sense of the words 
tlierelii contained.—^The words of the Cr¬ 
uder stated in the motion expressly declare, 
Tluit the articles therein mentioned may 
be exported to certain places there re¬ 
ferred to; and the statute of the seventh 
of his present majesty does, in terms equal¬ 
ly explicit, prohibit suph exportation.—* 
“ And wc conceive that any case of an 
Order issued, by his majesty in council, 
contrary to the statute law of the reaiu, 
IS a matter of such importance as to re¬ 
quire the most serious attention of tliis 
house. , (Signed) Carlisle, Grenville, Er- 
skkie, Spencer, Lauderdale, Gray, Auck¬ 
land, Wentworth, Fitawilliam/' 


HOUSE OP COMMONS. - 
Thursday, February 25. 

[Expedition to Copenhagen.] Mr. 
Sheridan rose and observed, that out of re¬ 
gard to the convenience of others, he had 
more than once postponed his motion j 
and there were many considerations w hich 
made against its being brought forward at 
so late an hour, fiat even if the hour 
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were Jater, he would now persevere, and 
6U[)niit to the house a proposition wliicli 
appeared to him of the first iinportaiRc. 
In rising, however, to lay that proposition 
before them, and to state the rt'asons on 
which it was founded, he confessed, at the 
outset, that he entertained no very san¬ 
guine hopes of success. He had no very 
sanguine hopes of success, because he liad 
seen that motions founded certainly on as 
strong reasons as he could possibly urge, 
had been negatived ; because he had ob¬ 
served a vcr\^ peremptory deteripin.ition 
oil the part of riiinisters, and a very pliant 
acquiescence on the part of I tic house, to 
refuse the most essential information on 
the most important points. llis hopes 
were, besides, not sanguine, becuiRche 
had communicated tlie subject of Id ^ mo¬ 
tion to Ills right hon. friend rMi. C\mning), 
at his request, and had itMivcd no veiv 
flattering expectations of a i.i\oura!>ie re¬ 
sult ; and one could not help leniarkiiig 
tiut in proportion as the inimsteis iiiani- 
fl^ted a determined obstinacy i*i wnli- 
holding information, they insisted upon 
tlie courtesy of having previous notice ul 
the diflerent motions brought forward, 
under the pretence of putting them in a 
belter shape ; but he much apprehended, 
rather with a view to have a more e\acl 
knowledge of the paiticnlar -ubiei t ol' 
each, in order to defeat their object,— 
The house being, then, di'po^ed to 
so i‘aru'i:li ministers mdenvmg all mate- 
lial information, he <lid nfU tlimk it mae-- 
sury to detain them long, and In* Moifld 
tell them wliv ; the tiousf' had never vet 
been nledged in anv direct approbation . r 
c'cnsuic of the measures respecting l>im- 
mark. Ministers had, indeeil, with a ercat 
deal of craft, (*n tlic dltltTent applu i.t Icn- 
for inlormation, turned the diseu^^oii^ t'^ 
the question of the merits. Jn the^m )Hon 
\Vhich he had to sulmiit tii the h<m-e, be 
might take advantage of tins [iratficc, niul 
enter at large into the general .subject. 
But of this opportunity he was nut dis¬ 
posed to avail himself, since an hon. friend 
of his (Mr. Sharpe) had^ given notice 
of a motion which was to come on so 
early as Wednc.sday next, when the merits 
vould be brought regularly and fully 
under discussion ; for, though the minisltrs 
bad .surreptitiously, he must say, on the 
first day of the session, procured an im¬ 
plied approbation, yet, certain it was, that 
the house had not as yet been directly 
pledged, cither one Way or the other. 
The time, howcvcr, was near when the 
VoL. X 


subjert u'ouhl come under the rcviiuv of 
the bou.se, and ibr that reason he would 
not enter fully into its iricrils at present. 
He had, declared sincerely, entered 
with the greate.st reliictnnbe into the con¬ 
demnation of the principle of the Jittai k 
upon Copenhagen. He liad before saM, 
and said truly, that on the first day of the 
session he liad come down to the house, 
wit^i a most earnest hope that niini.sters 
vvpiild be enabled to jii.stify theniacdves by 
some^kliid of ipiformution at leas^ for it 
must be odious to a man to be c-nahled to 
make out a case against his country. He 
liad'l.oped first, that strong information 
would be given, which would prove the 
iiK'asme to b(‘ an act of necessity, or that 
.somt' imeijnivocal instance of tlie hostility 
ofHemnark w'onid lie shewn; or, las’iy, 
til.a {veiy proof would be [irodm ed, which 
could atlbrd a tolerable jirelcxi tor their 
coiViuct. Ihit, when lu* found that instead 
of tliis, llicy only made an aukward at- 
temf)t tofoim som(‘tliing of a mixture out 
of the whole three; tliat they first pre¬ 
tended a strong stale necessity ; that on 
being driven fioni tins, tlnyv tried to point 
out a vai'let V of provor'U lon.s on tho part 
of Deiimark': that lhc\ then said that it 
was netessarv' to do sonn* stout act, whi('h 
would prove to tiie vvoild lli.it they could 
imitate Jluoii ;[> etc ; an I t!ia^ tSie lesult 
of the whole was a i<jtal d('i.i li »’f all aetniil 
mt'orination whattver; he could not then 
disguisi^* tlu' niifavom‘ai>ie impiessioii w lileh 
h id been matle upon his mind. He main¬ 
tained, iiiat there never vvas a ca^o in tlie 
history o[ Ihigland, when .i war wa.s com- 
i meiued, with all the ta\(‘s and privations 
j to w hich it subjected the nation, w here such 
' a (h nial olhdl iiifcnnaiiou ap to the caiR('s 
I and gnumds of it lid been mamfesiL'd. 

I 'i’iic {eiUM‘ ought not ;o*icn away uiih the 
idea lhai the graytmg ol ini< mi ition was 
(lancei‘>us ; an allegation whii h vvas ever 
leiitly on tin* liips ot ilm.si* vvliest^ purpose's 

required concealment. It led, tliej# .said, 
to the expoMirc of tin' fortunes and lives 
of those gave it, and the correspond¬ 
ence of oiir ambasxiflor.s ought not to be 
laid open to general inspection. But, ad¬ 
mitting .that the granting of information 
might sometimes be inconvenient, perlmps 
even dangerous, still thvyv overlooked the 
vical principle of our tree constitution. 
Publicity was the very dt'ssonce of.that 
constitution. Despotic * goyernmeats cer- 
taiiily had some* advantages from tlfiit 
jsecTt t lurking manner in >vhich business 
^ might be there transacted. But we ought 
3 B 
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%o balance the advantages of the diflererit 
forms of government; and consider i\’he- 
tter, without those peculiar conveniences 
enjoyed by a despotic government, we 
had' not advantages ten thousand times 
greatf^r. On those grounds, he would 
the attention of the iiouse to three 
points : 1st, Such communications as had 
been made of the correspondence between 
our late government, and our minister at 
Copenhagen, consisting of two parts; that 
which had been produced.entire, and tlie 
extracts which had been read here. He 
really v/ished to shelter liis right hon. 
friend (Mr. Canning) finm the strong’re¬ 
buke which he had met with from a high 
autliority in the other house, as having 
lost sight of his duty- That would proba¬ 
bly be overlooked here, if he did his duty 
in this house. 2dly, The sniall portion of 
infbrmation which had been laid on t!ie 
table: and, 3dly, The inl’orniation^wbich 
.ministers had refused. As to the fust of 
these points, his right hon. friend, in w hobC 
public conduct he felta .Mncere interest, 
had read an extract of a letter from lord 
Ilowick, which called down the rebuke to 
which he bad adverted ; he then read ex¬ 
tracts of the letters of Mr. Garlike, and 
left the hpu>e to gather from them, that 
the intentions of Denmark were hostile. 
Cnless the papers were produced, theie 
never was so foul a cjuotatiun as those in 
both instances. He did not say that his 
right lion. IVieiid ubsoUitely read from the 
letters, things that he knew to be con¬ 
tradicted in the next paragraphs; but he 
supposed some clerk in his oflice had put 
these extracts in his hands, telling him 
that they might be of use in allbrding 
some shadow of ground for the Danish 
expedition : and his right hon. friend had, 
not purposely but^arclessly, taken them 
wdthoub further examin^itibn. But a se¬ 
cretary, of whom he had not so good an 
opinion as he had of Ids right hon friend, 
might possibly, upon this principle, tell 
one of his clerks to make but a justification 
some way ; advi.sing him not to*be nice, 
but to take a scrap litre and a s6rap there, 
and patch up a case of some sort. If mi- 
ijisters thought proper to make ouf a case 
against any country, they had only to have 
recourse to this ingenious sort of picking. 
TTie right horn gent, bad a model of this 
kind .of ingenuity in Swift’s Tale of a Tub, 
where Uiree brothers endeavoured to find* 
thtf words ^shoulder-knote' in their father’s 
wiU,' and g^ave a complete specimen of 
system of pickings and patches. They 
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first attempted to find the shoulder-knots 
^ totidem verbisbut this being found 
impracticable, the eldest, who was after¬ 
wards distinguished by tlie appellation of 
lord Peter, suggested the expedient of 
looking for it' totidem syllabis this, too, 
was found impos.sible, as they could not 
make out the first syllable. They then 
tried to make out their point ‘ totidem 
lilerisbut, as bad luck w ould have it, 
they could not find out the letter L What 
v\ as to be done in this cas« ? Brother Peter 
got rid of Ihe difficulty by giving it as his 
opinion, that the wmrd * knot’ ought to be 
spelt without a k\ the other brothers 
agreed wbth him, and thus they made out 
their authority for wearing shoulder-knots. 
So an acute secretary might make out a 
charge against any country. The right 
hon. gent, might perhaps have read or 
heard of an ingenious essay in favour of 
atheism, taken out of the Epistles of St. 
Paid. This was another instance of the 
system of picking scraps from dificreiit 
parts, of Jlie same composition. There wa^ 
all -0 a most indecent and abominable poem, 
written by Au^onius, w hit h could not be 
(pioted in the housi^, which even scarcely 
could be named with propnety, all taken 
fWan the chaste muse of Virgil. Perliaps 
ills right Ikjii. friend had lead it, ' inon- 
strimi horrendum ingens!’ but though lie 
believed his right lion. Iriend must have 
re«d it, yet he was sure that he would not 
attiiiipt a translation for the use of the 
country gt nilt men \ otherwise he might 
b(6 ast sin erely rebuked by liis right hon. 
friend tlie chancellor of the cxcheijuer, as 
he had been by the noble and learned lord 
in the other house; and besides bine a 
lecture from the Society liir the Su[»pres- 
sion of ^ ice, with leave to think himself 
lucky if he escaped a prosecution.—From 
the system that had been pursued of 
reading partial extracts, no credit what¬ 
ever could be given to tho information 
that had been laid before the house, till 
the whole correspondence was produced; 
for nobody could be sure that w hat had 
been brought forward W'as not a gross im¬ 
position. But, supposing that a case could 
be made out against Denmark, the house 
was without information resp(?cting the rcM 
cause of the war w ith Russia. He took 
it for granted, that it was not siteiply the 
attack upon Copenhagen which had alien¬ 
ated the emperor of Russia from Ids attach¬ 
ment to this countiy; but it W’lis owing to 
something which dccunred posterior to that 
^attack, that he had ranged himself in the 
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list of our pnemies. Lord G. L. Gower, 
ascribed this change pf sentiment, in one of 
his dispatches, to the arrival of a messenger 
frbm Paris, and to the strong representa¬ 
tions made after the event by general 
Savary. But, with all due respect for the j 
opinion of his noble friend, he shrewdly i 
suspected that It had arisen from the com¬ 
munication imparted to the court of^ St. 
Petersburg, ot the foul> treacherous, and 
base proposals w^iich were made after the 
capitulation of Copenhagen, by ministers, 
to Mr. Rist, the Danish agent in tlits coun¬ 
try, to submit to any terms which they 
might think proper to dictate, on pain of 
having Norway wrested from the crown 
of Denmark and given to Sweden. If he 
could trust to the papers which he held ixi 
his hand, purporting to be thp substance 
of a conversation which passed between 
Mr. Secretary Canning and Mr, Rist, and 
copies of a correspondence which passed 
between the courts of Copenliagcii and 
Stockholm, it appeared that, at the very 
time that ministers were soliciting >he 
mediation of the emperor of Russia be¬ 
tween (j. Britain and Denmark, they were 
threatening to dcsjioil Denmark of a part 
of her territory : and, after having eva¬ 
cuated Zealand conformably to the capitu¬ 
lation, to co-operate with a Swedish gar¬ 
rison in again taking posse ssion of it. Not 
only this, hut tliere wa^ a rumour in circu¬ 
lation, that tills plan nas only ahamloned 
in eoiisequcnce of the commander inclilef 
of the fore(;s in the inland of Zealand 
iively refusing to have anv share in it. 
J'lagrant and wicked as iie ( ons’alcrcd the 
first attack upfin Dmimurk to have 
violated the capitulation ^vould certainly 
have been still more bast' and criminal; 
and, therefore, fic hopeil (o hear an ex¬ 
plicit declaration from his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters, that they never at any time harboured 
an idea of committing such an act. Still,# 
however, it was dilVn nlt to helieve that | 
there was no ground for the imputation ; 
unless the .supposed minute of Mr. Rist’s 
conversation with Mr. Secretary Canning, 
and the correspondence whiefh he now liidd 
in his hand, were impudent forgciies. 
The right hon, gent, here read the several 
papers to w’hicTi he idluded ; beginning 
with Mr.*Rist*s note to count Bevnstortl^ 
containing a communication of five dif- 
crent menaces which were thrown out by, 
^is majesty*# foreign secretary, if the 
court of Denmark did not agree to sub¬ 
scribe to certain tenns, and ending with 
a note addressed l>y baron Taubc, his 


Swedish niajesty^s charge-d'afFaires at the 
court of Kiel, to count Bernstorlf, the Da¬ 
nish minister, (a man who was universally 
esteemed to*be the honeatest minister in 
Europe, not meaning by this expressjpn to 
be guilty of any disrespect to the right 
hon. gent, opposite,) declaring, that « had 
his Swedish majesty judged it necessary to 
occupy Zealand with his troops, jointly 
with those of his ally, he should have 
ddlie it; and tl^e king wishes that he may 
never* find himself in the case to regret 
that he had acted otherwise.^' He meant 
to give every credit to the gallantry of the 
king of Sweden; and indeed, considering 
that he Was now our only remaining ally^ 
it would be illiberal to withhold any praise 
that was due to him. This was a very 
stout declaration, and he sincerely ''wished 
that his Swedish majesty might never have 
caij^se to ncgret’' the counsels of those 
who liad advised him to make it. He, 
must remark, . however^ that there was 
something curious in the wording of it. He 
confesses that he would have taken posses¬ 
sion of Zealand liad it been necessary; 
and e.xpresscs a hope that he might never 
have cause to regret not having done it, 
even though it was not necessary. There 
the house would see the influence of ex¬ 
ample strikingly illustrated. The British 
government had bombarded Cojienhagen; 
levelled its houses, churches, and hospitals; 
sacked its arsenals, and carried oft its 
fleet; because it was given out it was 
necessary so to do. The king of Sweden 
dedan s that had it been necessary, he 
would have taken possession alter it was 
evacuated by our troops. And now thO 
emperor of Russia would find it necessary 
to march an army into Fifiland, and to 
take possession of Slocjcholm. A right 
hon. friend of his^Mr! Windham) b^td ad¬ 
vised ministers not to attempt running a 
race of violence and injustice with the 
ruler of Frauce> because they W'ere s\jro to 
he beat; but he really thought that their 
first eflbi'Vwas no bad coup d’essai; amd 
it now apfictared as if Sweden had been so 
much animated by their example, as to 
shew a roving disposition to fallow them 
in their new career.—The right hon. gent, 
next adverted to the promise which they 
had made of Norway to Sweden, at least 
if he was to believe the documents which 
he had read. Sweden, he said, must be 
very sure of gettiug Norway in the end#; 
for, it seemed, it had been promised to her 
not only by the Britmh governmeht, but 
Ijy tlte emperor Napoleon himself. Gen. 
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Bviitie, in a confcircnco -with a Swedish j^e- 
neral who had falJen into his hands in Po¬ 
merania {lu- did not know whether he was 
fjnizzing him or not), had held'out precisely 
the .jairu’ bait to the kini!^ of Sweden that 
hisni'ht hon. friend had done; and let it 
be remembered, tliat it had been stated 
by ministers as a mattm- of accusation 
acjairist Denmark, that she had not com¬ 
municated this offer to the. British ejowm- 
inent, at the same time that she informed 
the British government of the edier of 
Sweden to send a Swedish force to fier as¬ 
sistance. This oIKt, he contended,, was 
sufficient of itself to have provoked the 
enmity of the empiror of Russia; who, 
above all things, was jealous of the ])re- 
rogntivc which he a^buincd to hims( If of 
protector of the North. lie was tluTelove 
of opinion that lord G, L. (^ower was 
mistaken, in ascribing the hoi.tiIo deU'r- 
mination of the court of St. Peti^rshiirg 
to the interftrcncc of gen. Savary ; and 
that it could be much better act ounted for 
by the propositions whic h wo made to 
SVeden, after the capitulation of Copen- 
hag(m was signed and ratlfu d. ]hit, ns to 
our giving away Norway, or Sweden tak¬ 
ing Norvva}", it was really too ridiculous 
for ministers to talk of it. Jt was no longt r 
ago than in 17S7, that a body of Norwe¬ 
gians put themselves in motion, and took 
possession of (iottenburgh, the second city 
of Sweden; and it was diflicult to say 
where they might have proceeded, had it 
^ riot been for the intervention of Mr. Elliott, 
at that time the British minister at Co¬ 
penhagen. It was reported that ministers 
were preparing to send a fleet to the Bal¬ 
tic ; and he hoped that they w ould do so, 
not for the parpo.^e either ot* taking Hol¬ 
stein from the hrem h, or Zealand from 
the Danes, or of rrfakiug geod th.ir pro¬ 
mise to the king of bw efnm In' diking Nor¬ 
way, but he hoped with the intention of 
securing the Swedish fleet. The, king of 
SwcJitn must lie the most unreasonable 
man in the world if he hesitaf^’d to de¬ 
liver it into our ha 4 ds as a dej>o.-,it, and it 
certainly was nu ob',tct of snfllcieitt im¬ 
portance. to engage the attention of minis¬ 
ters, It was w('l] known thaf Su'cden 
tvas in possession of the best flotilla in 
^he w'orld, and did it fall Irito the power 
of our enemy, it was much more likedy 
to Be convertefi into an instrument of ef¬ 
fecting an invasion of this country than 
the Danish navy. But reverting to a ge¬ 
neral view of the question, he put it to 
the house wltcther it >vould s.mciicm th» 


new system of withholding all information 
relative to the measures of ministers. If 
it did, it w'ould be better to decide at onoe, 
that the interference of that house was^t 
all times an impediment to the operations 
of government; that parliament was a 
niii.sance in difficult times ; that it would 
be better for the king to prorogue it during 
pleasure, raise money as he plcase.s, and 
make war or peace w hen, how, or on what 
terms, he may think proper. lie implor¬ 
ed ministers, however, to give up the dc-' 
testable system upon which they had late¬ 
ly been endeavouring to act ; namely, 
that of fighting Buonaparte with his own 
w eapoas. They would do much better to 
continue to fight with those weapons 
which the nation was better accui^tomed 
to haiirlle- Let them oppo.s’e lenity and 
moderation to liis cruelty and oppression ; 
let iliem op*pose good faith to his treachery 
and duplicity ; to his violence and dcs- 
potiMii let them oppose the mildness of 
the Brlti.sh constitution; and above all, to 
hi? mv^stery let them Oppose publicity, 
fie concluded w’ith moving, 1. ** That an 
humble address be presented to his ma¬ 
jesty, that lie will be graciously pleased 
to give directions that there he laid before 
this house, as far as the same can be done 
without prejmltte to the public service. 
Copies or Extracts of any Correspondence 
w hich passed between his inaje.stybs mini¬ 
sters and the Danish Charge d’Aflaires, or 
his secrctai'v, re.sidcnt at the court of 
London, from the date of the Capitulalltui 
n\ Cojienhagen, to their departure, toge¬ 
ther with the minutes of any verbal com¬ 
munications, betw’cen the same : 2. Copit^s 
or Extracts of all (.’orrcsponJcnce which 
pas.se(i, ait*T the ('apitnlation of Copen¬ 
hagen, between hl^ ma)< sty’s ministers and 
the court of Stockholm, relative to the re- 
tainin j; possession of the Island of Zealand 
Jiy a Swedish army, or in concert with hi& 
majesty’s force.s; and also ( 'opies of any 
Correspondence which may have pa.s.sed 
between*the courts of Copenhagen and 
! Stockholm relating to the same, ajid com- 
munit ateil to^iis majesty’s minister resid¬ 
ing at the court of Stockbohn.^* 

Mr. Secretary LVmwmg was not ashamed 
to ermfess, that he at all times felt consi¬ 
derable difliculty in disagreeing frmri Ins 
right hon, friend ; and that, in this in^ 
stance, his difficulty was much increased, 
^lot by the line of argument adopted by 
his right lion, friend, but by the'humour 
w'lth which he had treated subjects stated 
tQ be atrocious, anti the gravity w'ith 
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which he had dwelt upon things trifling 
and unimportant. The right hon. gent, 
had set out with a discussion of the parti¬ 
cular benefits of the British constitution, 
which he contrasted with the practice of 
despotic governments. But his right hon. 
friend had pushed this contrast to a greater 
extent than any writer or speaker with 
whom he was acquainted. His right hon. 
friend had said, that his majesty’s inini- 
aters w’cre preserving the gloom of des¬ 
potism upon cvcry^transaclluii, uj^on w hich 
they did not, shortly after the tran'^action 
look place, or whilst the consequences 
were yet flowing from it, give the fullest 
information to the house, and through that 
house to the public, and through the pub¬ 
lic to the enemy, by which the enemy 
might be enabled to defeat the objects of 
them. He had always thought that the 
constitution had solved that problem which 
his right hon. friend seemed to think in¬ 
soluble, by enabling that house to steer 
between difTnulties, and by uniting the 
piompiness of the executive with^he sa¬ 
lutary corrective of its popular br.nicL. 
But the extremity to which right hon. 
friend had pushed his proposition was not 
to be maintained in argument or in fact, 
and the former of his motions allowed the 
principle which the whole tenor of his 
.speech w ent to invalidate. Ilis right hen. 
friend had complained of the sporlngncss 
With wiiieh his majesty’s minisu vs gr.mted 
paj>er.s ; but he was sure his right hon. 
friend must b(* eoinli.ct d tliat papers had ‘ 
been laid iqnia the table this ses^i^ 1 n fti 
greater masses than upon any Ivinncr oc¬ 
casion. li beg'.in to be the feeling of the 
iiuusc, that he and Ins colhagties luul 
granted too many papers^ and that the 
few which remained in the public oHice.s 
should be retained there, if not for t|ie 
guidance of fqture niinister.s, at lejiist for 
the service of future opposiiions. His^ 
right hon. friend had asserte<b that because 
only extracts had been laid before the 
house, they were not entitled tft credit ; 
and that the remainder of the documents, 
if produced, would contradict the tenor of 
the parts given to the public ; as wtdl as 
that, because chasms existed in the chain 
of papers, those which were forthcoming 
were not to be credited. The- instance 
which his right hon. friend had selected to 
prove a deception in the case of the three 
ilisputclies from lord (#. L. Gower, and* 
upon which he dwelt with so much ear¬ 
nestness, as if they might have been writ- 
Un at intervals of weeks, was rather 


an unfortunate one for his argument; be-^ 
cau^c •he. had antecedently proved in his 
speech that they must all have been writ¬ 
ten l)et\veen the ,‘30tli of August and the 2d 
of Sept. The clerical error of the copying 
clei k, in dating one of these dispatches ^ho 
2d instead of tiic 1 st of Sept, was the ground 
upon which the right hon. gent, built his 
argument, to prove tlie deception w'hich 
he, igiputed to his majesty’s ministers. 
But* in contending that these dispatches 
were framed with a view to justify his ma¬ 
jesty’s‘Declaration of Dec. 19, w hich was 
issued ill answ^er to the emperor of Russia's 
Dcclaratioaof Oct.2t)thwliich had been re¬ 
ceived in this country on the 3d of Dec.las 
right hon. friend gave credit to him and 
hi.< colleagues for a portion of political sa¬ 
gacity winch he w as not, on other occa¬ 
sions, disposed to allow’ them. But asf'the 
observation had been applied not only to 
the dispatclfes from lord G. L. Goivcr, but 
to his answer to these dispatches, dated 
Sept. 17th, his right hon. friend cut him 
short a fortnight of the allowance of poJi^ 
tical sagacity. The view which his rt. hon, 
friend liad taken of the statement in lord 
G.L. Gower’s dlsjiaich, relative to the ami¬ 
cable tone assumed by gen. Budberg, w'as 
not maintainable in argument, or by the 
fact. Did his right hon. friend mean to say 
that general Budberg, at the time of adopt¬ 
ing tliat tone, was not acquainted with th® 
transactions at C!oj>f nhageii.'* If he did, he 
was mistaken ; be<'ause these traiisactiqns 
had been known at St. Petersburg either 
on, or shortiy after, the 20th of August. 
If tiuit were so, he w ouid ask his right hon. 
friend whether, under such circumstances, 
he would not think it proper to take ad¬ 
vantage of such a disjiOisitkq^, in order, if 
posMblc, to pv( servo the relations of amity 
and alliance wdiich h.ulpteviou.sly subsist¬ 
ed bet w^cen the nw) countries? Tht* note 
demanding an explanation of the attack 
uponCopenhagem, hml been communicated 
under the influence of a power whiclf had 
since acquired and e.xeried an ascendancy 
in the RuSsjaii council.s. Though the dis¬ 
patches communicating tliisnote hud been 
received witli the other, they did not seem 
to his majesty’s ministers sufficient to alter 
the view w'hich they had of turning to ad¬ 
vantage, if possible, the friendly disposi¬ 
tion which had appeared on the part of 
Kiissia, If this had hccin the use which 
his'right hon. friend made of the papers 
produced at the desire of his own fritW# 
v\ hat credit would he have given to the 
jiispajchys if tiioy "had been voluntarily 



747] PAUL. DEBATES, Feb, 25, 1806.— Mr, Sheridan^a Moitm relative to [745 


laid lipoit the table by his majcsty^s mi- 
nisters? Would he not have said, th*at mi¬ 
nisters had produced them in order to 
make out thejr own case ? But he should 
not then enter into the general question, 
until it should be regularjy brought before 
the house, by the motion of the learned 
gent, on Wednesday. If his right hon. 
friend was prepared to contend that the 
question ought to be answered becimsi* it 
was put; or that, according to the d^ily 
practice of that house, it ought to-be an- 
fiwered without any reference whatever 
to any particular course to be ground¬ 
ed upon it; he was of opinion that it 
would require somewhat more thivn the 
ingenuity of his right hon. friend to es¬ 
tablish that point. If he understood his 
right hon. friend right, he had adverted 
to certain misconstructions which had 
been put upon what liad fallen from^ him 
on a former occasion, as if he ha*d made 
Statements from documents in order to 
' misrepresent the general tenor of their 
contents. Upon this particular point he 
should observe, that if other reasons did 
not interfere with the; production of these 
documents, he could, for his part, have 
no objection to producing thtm ; and on 
this occasion he trusted he should meet with 
the indulgence of the house, in adding a 
few wmrds upon q subject so immediately 
personal to himself. If he xvero to look 
to himself alone, he should have no dilTi- 
cnlty in producing the papersj which 
would take away all misconstructions upon 
the subject, and leave the learned gent, 
when he came to bring forward his motion, 
to discuss it upon the mere naked princi¬ 
ple. His right hon. friend had mis-stated 
the vietv in* which he had used one of 
those papers which he had read. He had 
stated, that he (Mr. C.) from lord Howi(:k^s 
dispatch, had imputedf that the Danish 
court was in collusion with France, but 
this Avas a mistake; he had only stated 
that,Vrom all the circuinstfinces of Den¬ 
mark's having retreated as the lyench ad¬ 
vanced towards Holstein, tt)cr% w^as reason 
to apprehend, if they got possession of 
Holstein, Denmark might dread their pro¬ 
ceeding to do the same by Zeafand, and 
that might be a means of drawing the 
Danish fleet into the hands of France; and 
he thought the noble lord had good cause 
for that rnight be the case. His 

glUl^hon. friend, in one part of h is speech, 
^pmtted, and in the wording of his mo^ 
||mi, had more strongly confirmed the ad- 
Risaion, that itinust^lcftto his majesty Vi 


ministers to say what particular papers 
ought to be laid before the house, and what 
wo'uld be inconvenient or dangerous so to 
do, and then called on him to say w helhcr 
there would be any inconvenience in the 
production of the pajiers now moved for ? 
To this he distinctly answered, yes, there 
would be the highest inconvenience. His 
right hen. friend had told them that we 
had but one ally in Europe, and that he 
w'as in the greatest danger. lie argued 
that this* danger would arise to Sweden, 
from having entered into a compact with 
this country relalivc to taking possession 
of Norway, and in return asked for the 
whole correspondence relating to that 
traa-saction. His right hon. friend's be¬ 
lief with respect to tirat was founded on a 
few paragraphs in the Moniteur, which he 
brought down, threw on the table, and 
then called on ministers for all the corres¬ 
pondence between them and their only 
ally; he thought, however, ministers knew 
too well how to shew their value for their 
only a*ilv, to comply with so unrea.sonab!c 
a request, lie did not know how it was, 
but it secnitd to him the Monit(Mir had 
been strangely favourable to the views of 
the hon. gentlemen opposite ; for they no 
sooner began to be exhausted in topics of 
declamation against jiiiriistcrs, and to shew 
symptoms of being languid and flat, than 
over popt a Moniteur with some agreeable 
information to cheer their drooj)ing spirits, 
and to give them a fresh op])(jrtunity of 
calling for more papers, in doing which 
he \hoiight his right hon. friend had, on 
the pi;csent occasion, shewn a voracious 
curi^>sity. If he would limit It to any in¬ 
formation that could safely be laid before 
the house, he w’ould be glad to oblige him 
as far as possible, to give‘'him an opf)or- 
timity of joining more eflbctually in the 
molioft, which the hon. and learned gent. 
%-soon meant to move on the capitulation of 
Copenhagen. lie assured the house, t^rat 
in every respect that treaty had been 
complied* with on our part. There had 
been a conference as to British property 
seized and detained prior to our taking 
possession of Zealand, a doubt having arisen 
whether the capitulation meant to confine it 
to Zealand only, or to the rest of the Danish 
territory. It was agreed to bctsubmitted 
to the olflficers on botn sides, who made the 
capitulation, and was determined against 
1;he English,and implicitly complied w ith. 

I The same, as to hostilities, by the 3eclara- 
I tion of war, which W'ere not known at the 
' time of the capitulation; every thing had 
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been abided by, ths^t was stipulated by the 
capitulation. His right bon. friend was 
also mistaken, as to the offer of Norway 
to Sweden by France. It was prince Mu¬ 
rat, and not gen. Brune, that made the 
offer which Sweden communicated to Den¬ 
mark, but which Denmark concealed IVoin 
us, Ilis right hoii. friend seemed to tliitik, 
that France might do as she pleased— 
might give away Norway with impunity, 
whilst we should be highly criminal in 
any such intention^, let the state of war¬ 
fare bctv\cen us and Denmark be ujiat it 
might.—Ilis last point, however, was, ihui 
we should not follow the example of I lit; 
enemy. In that respect his majesty had 
hitherto carried on a sysU in of scrupu¬ 
lous forbearance. If his right hon. friend 
meant tlrat we should not imitate his cru¬ 
cifies, oppressions, and unbounded aggres¬ 
sions, lie would coincide with him ; but if 
he meant that wt* should not follow him in I 
every measure which might tend to put us | 
on a perfect equality with him in carrying 
on the war, he must difli r with him uuire- 
iy. Ills right hon. friend had indulged 
the exubenmt fancy of his chissic mind, 
by giving garbled extracts from Latin 
])oc‘ts^ by way of quotation; such as— 

* Ridicuium acri quid vetat.'—Jf, he wa.s 
inclined to retort a quotation on Ins rigia 
lion, friend, it would, he thought, be strit t- 
ly allowable to him to say*—‘ Anna vi- 
runique eano—fas est <'t ab bo^te doceri.’ — 
Buonaparte, whatevi r might be Ills rnu l- 
ties, his oppressions, or his aggres.Nions 
hud on all oecasioas scrupulously adbc’ied* 
to and protected those who had entered 
into alliance with him : he bad never 
sacrificed an ally to any coiihidemtion, 
however pressing or important. Ministers 
were that night tilled on to give up the 
coiTcspondence of our only ally, whit^; 
could not fail of being attended with great 
inconvenience; and lie w'ould, therefore, 
so far follow the example of the enemy 
as to adhere to our ally, and to refuse hi.s 
assent to his right hon. friend's motion. 

Mr. IVutdhcim saw very little in the 
speech of the right hon. gc;nt. that had 
any application to the question, and even 
ill that litUc could discover no force. The 
l ight hon. secretary had laid down a doc¬ 
trine with regard to the communication of 
l^apers to thSt house, which, even supposing 
U were udniitted, could iwt operate against 
the motion. For, according to the terms of 
that motion, ministers would be kft tlie 
Option of presenting such information only 

Could itot militate ^gainst puLdlc con¬ 


venience. Of course no detriment could 
arise from acceding to it. What objec¬ 
tion to it, then, could be sustained by the 
right hon. gent. Indeed, he had otYered 
none, Tlie character of the country had 
been seriously accused, and to thatacciAa- 
tion the rl, hon. *gent. contented himself 
with returning a mere assertion; in which, 
as usual, he w'as confulont, just in propor¬ 
tion ai? he vvas deficient in proof and argii^ 
ineiy . But the right hon. secretary stated, 
that oven weie *1)10 papers applied for 
laid before the bouse, tlie gentlemen who 
supported the motion would not find what 
they wanted. They w anted some proofs to 
cuntradiot the stateincnU which had ap* 
peared in the Moniteur, and to vindicate 
the (li.udcter of the country; which they 
mu^t feel to he very imperfectly vindi¬ 
cated indeed, il‘ it rested upon the mere 
assertion of the right bon. gent. If tbu 
right*hoM. gent, thought the papers would 
support bis assertion, was it not natural to 
inter, that he would produce them ? and 
was it not equally natural to inler the 
contrary fiom the pertinacity of his refu- 
.sal.?* But, the right lion. gent, acted like 
a witness who should say, ^ Accept inv 
allegation without any further questior^ 
do not attempt to cro>s-( xainine me; lor 
1 assure you, I tell nothing but the iruth.^ 
Should the hou.se, however, upon such a 
grave occasion, conteui l.sclf wuh the 
mere w^ord of tlu? right hon. gent, without 
asking fqr any vouchers ? Tlie motion 
.sought to ascertain whether the charge 
w”as true, th;at our government, contrary to 
tlie express terms of a capitulation, nego¬ 
tiated w'ith Swetleu, an ally of Denmark, 
to take hostile possession of the i.slaad of 
Zealand. This was the gravamen of the 
charge against ministers, and nothing 
could be fouler. It .said, that tlic 
enemy had done vi «>e; and some ])?oplc 
seemed to think, as it was termed, of 
‘ fighting the enemy with his own wea¬ 
pons.' He liojjed and trusted, that n^'er 
would be tile case. Jn tact, we could not 
fight with ‘^sqch wcapoms, to advantage. 
They were not understood by us, and he 
hoped they never w^ould. For what were 
these weapons ^ A total indiftereiice about 
good faith, a perpetual violation of truth, 
a systematic outrage of humanity and 
justice; in a word, a contempt of every 
principle of private morality and pubWe 
•law. < ^ 

Mv. Poneonh^i though sensible of the just 
rebuke of the right Jion. Secretary upon 
fum&olf, and his colleagues ; that they 
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were gi*own dry in the debate; that they 
W'ere quite exhausted in language, and re- 
i^uircd the Promethean tire of the Moni- 
teur to rekindle them into activity j could 
never adiint that any such imputation was 
evtT likely to attach to the right hoii. se¬ 
cretary himself. No; that right hon. 
gent.'i. ideas were so numerous that they 
could not in a moment be put in array. 
The man who had few ideas could,easily 
summon them into action, panicuhirly 
when by perpetual practice they were 
drilled in all the evolutions of the dispu¬ 
tant. The right hon. gent, was such an 
economist in thoughts, and such a prodigal 
in words, that he could feci no embarrass¬ 
ment in debate. He could upon any oc¬ 
casion bring forward that chain oi' u onl^ 
which jingled in the ear, but which rarely 
affected the understanding, and never ap¬ 
proached the heart; and some of ins par¬ 
tisans might call it eloquence.—The*right 
hon. gent, aiiimadverteci, in terms of pe¬ 
culiar pungency, upon the several parts 
of the right lion. sccrtnary\s ‘speech. He 
particularly pointed emt his disposition to 
quote garbled extracts to suit his object; 
which he illustrated by reterring to the 
quotation of the right lum. secretary this 
evening, from the declaration of his nra- 
jestv relative to Deninai k. Tiio right lum. 
secretary only quoted a line uhich spoke 
of his majesty's " loo long foibearance and 
moderation:' but he declined to read the 
whole passage, which spoke of Vhe exer¬ 
tion uf the powers of the country whiili 
were calieil for at this crisis, and propor¬ 
tioned to the magnitude of the danger.’ 
What, however, he wtuild ask, did this 
exertion of ^ the powers of the country,’ 
&c. amount to? Why, to tlie attacking of 
a neutral unprepared power, bombarding 
its capital, and faking away its fleet ! Did 
the fight hon. secretniry call this a great 
exertion of our power, or couki he call i^ 
advantageous.^ No; for we had left be- 
Eiitd us a country more hostile than it was 
before our theft was committed, and with 
means of hostility not ver^v^ materially 
diminished. Was this, then, that signal 
and exemplary exertion of our power, of 
tvhich ministers in their publicxleclaration 
were so forward to boast t The conduct of: 
ministers in negotiating with Sweden for 
the occupation of Zealand after it should | 
be evacuated by our army according to 
the capitulation, excited his astonishment.* 
Jftut the doubts thejf affected to entertain 
to the terms of the capitulation were 
itill more astonishixig* Uow could th«y I 


suppose that gen. Pieman, whose command 
did not extend beyond Zealand, could con¬ 
clude for the Danish government, or that 
he could covenant for the restoration of 
British property in other parts of the 
Danish territory ? But, the course of 
ministers towards Sweden, when it was 
proposed, in apparent conformity w ith the 
capitulation, to evacuate Zealand, and to 
which the motion alluded, was of a most 
extraordinary character. The right hon, 
gent, wished and ho|)ed that ministers 
WQuld acquit themselves of the imputation 
w hich attached to this part of the transac¬ 
tion. It was, in fact, an act of much 
greater turpitude than the attack upon 
Cojieiihagen. It was, indeed, so considered 
throughout Europe; and for the honour of 
the country, and of ministers themselves, 
it was higlily desirable to contradict it. 

JNlr. Canning begged the indulgence of 
the house, merely to put a question, whe¬ 
ther, if the IMoniieur sliould make a charge 
again>t the government of this colmtry* 
su< h ‘u clun ge should become a ground 
lur the opposition in that house to draw 
from Ills nuiji'sty’s ministers a public dis¬ 
closure of ilicMi* confidential communica¬ 
tions with liiondly powers? 

Mr. 1 Aiing stated, that the king of Sw^e- 
dcii imlirectly confirmed the accusation 
in the IMoniteur, by saying he would oc¬ 
cupy Zealand with ^wedish troops if he 
thoiiglit It necessary. Another confirma- 
Vkui was, that it had been matter of deli- 
In ration w hether Zealand louUl be retain- 
Vd«by British troops, and that the officers 
consulted declared against tlic practica¬ 
bility. 

Earl Temple thought the matter under 
consideration might be brought within a 
very small compass, au<lKlecided by a sin¬ 
gle question. That question he should 
j>ut to the ministers; and it was of such a 
cliaracler that the country would draw its 
conclusion as much from silence as from 
an answ'er. Ministers w'cre most seriously 
accused of intending to break or evade a 
solemn capitulation. Now, he would ask, 
W'as there, or w^as ther^ not, any negotia¬ 
tion with Sw'cden, or any foreign power, 
to occupy Zealand after our trgops were 
bound to evacuate it, pursuant to the terms 
of the capitulation No answer w ti-s 
made* 

TTie question being loudly called for, 
the gallery w’as cleared, and the house 
divided. The numbers were, Ayes 85 ^ 
Noes 184 j Majority 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, Feh, 20 . • 

(Army Estimates.] The house having 
resolved itself into a Committee ot , 

The ikxretary of JVar ros(; ior the pur¬ 
pose of moviii*^ the Army EstiinaU's. All 
that he thought it necessary t<i do was, to 
state the particulars in which the present 
Estimates ditiered from those ot' last year. 
The estimates now before the committee 
were classed und^r the followiu;j heads: 

KumbcM. CrcAl BrilJin. ItcIjju!. 

Land Forcrt (including ^a^lo>l8 /. s. d. / s. d 

Ci>iUiiii'Pnru‘>i', ,‘’00,b31 6,8 'J 1 11 b 

RtiKimcnis in tiie i.a.t 

Indus.JO,681 8 'J 

Troops and Cumi) iiies 

for retruiling clittu... 4J7 I'Z 0 

Embodied MililiH_108,JM 1*.’ 0 i Sl#^ lOH 17 b 

Stall and Cari'isons . JOi.'jOJ 0 j oj,'ili 1 1 

lull l‘.iy to Supfi numnaiy 

tillicers. 12, 'Ll ‘j 6 77'' I I' 

Public Departmcniii . lh^,^!■5(' I'l H.jji M — 

Hall ray. Wt,76'J-in, .JJ b I 

In-l’cnsionvri ol Cin Isca .iiid 

Kilmaii'ham MospUall. ij lu 

Out I’ensinncis ot t)i>. .C i,i)l > '• J 1 > 8 (> 

Widows I’ensions .... lu o < 0,0- 

Voliinteei i.otj)s . . biMic'-- '.li is, — — 

loreitin Corps ... . .i,,lt) 7::'.i m7 1 2 J kl 

kuyal Military C'oOcve . 21 IT J 

Royal Military \s\Uiin . . . I'l,’OJ ,1 

Ailowancfv lo tiiliiel and ^ 

Oflicuting clia)iiains . .. USUiO — — * 2 ^,; ^ 3 

Medicines and llo'ipiMl t\- 

p('iu.(S.. .. . I00,00f' — — iH.fTti 8 y 

Compasdoiia c bi',!. JJ, I'O —* — 

nariatk Oi'pnrimcm 'lielaiul) 4l2,2^il} h 

iJi uejiaitill, r i 

(liLliUid) 1‘H.I':'ii 7 4 

Total . Jt’J.Uil U,li7U,lU4 1 .• I 

I>fduct IliP R-’firncnts 

HI The I t'l Indu^ . 8 'j 

Roman,s to tu' p^o- I 

XKltd . . . 311,777 1",‘'7'^S:8 I'— i,-Ts,r,H 1 j 

Several particulars w ith rt'.-pc( t to niaich- 
ing-monev, iunKt'cpiis a'h.w aiua'>, anti 
jioine otlu'i* items, it \\,is duVu nit to inakc 
out in the way ofc’iact a<o oout. Ihii 
far as that could he dt'iu- it had bt.( ii. d'ho 
principal alteration in point ol r liar e 
arose from tlie caia> that h id been takt ;i 
lo transfer from the army i xiiaordiiuuii's, 


ing a.s last year. Some trifling rcdoctiou 
was intended, but not siitlU ient to make 
any alteration in the estimate. The wag¬ 
gon tram w;xs reduced to 500 horses It 
had been proposed last yctir, but the em- 
p'.oymont of the nunii)er of horse% an,I 
wagg<ms now kf‘pt up, was more economic 
than the hiring of* wxggons lo do the ne¬ 
cessary work. The men were trained to 
arms, and it was desirable to keep them in 
his *nmjestybs service. Tiic next article 
wa.s the militia, which, he wa.s happy to 
say, ;Vas as near its full complement a,s 
ever, after having givtai lo the line an ad- 
ditiifn of 2boot) disciplined men. The 
Volunt(ier Estimate wm^ the same as that 
of last year, walhihe addition of the charge 
j for lobju'Cting Field (Jllieer-j. With re¬ 
spect lo Foreign Corps, a small addition had 
been made io the (o-rmaii Legion, Imt not 
.s'u has to make any diflcjcnce in ihc eflla*- 
tivo fo^{ a, txliich w a,s si ill the same, Jn flips 
Koval !\]ilit7r\ ('nlloge i ]kiard (d'(onie- 
ral Ofii eel's had thong hi lit to make a small 
imaaMse of ihe s dai i s oflhc Chief Ollicers, 
ami to 'nigmenl the Sta*}'. ili' trusted tln.^s 
estaldlslmunt \\onM be ju'esmacd, in- 
crea,s(‘vl, and made jkm manent. Inexerv' 
mditary (‘ounh'v ihno were eslab!i.>b- 
inents of this description, an I in no coun¬ 
try were tlmyso miicii want'd as they 
\\<n'e In tld', in 'W'u li tlnne v. e^' ' not Uk* 
same oppor; mic c,' tli it die C'ln’inent pos- 
ses^rd oi' obs.‘i-. (O’i .lud coio|iarjag l' ;* 
iimrits ami do'ect.s '-f ,i iranib.n of arni; 
i ami seir*ciine; wiialcvvU' xvas coovl from the 
I piaciu'eoi'. ilIi. p ilid it'iic; tin- 

I sevtrai iK'in-' <'i’ ii;’reaso, the ric'IU hon. 
j ,seei(‘tary (o’c i'kle.l 'wiili imning, 'I’h't 
j I2l,n0i) till ' e im n he mumI ler rla* 

I service of enoiU and garri-eais, tCc, for 


evcrv**'lhing that could la* mafic a. snliject i 
of estimate. dfe had the ‘•aM-faction tn i 
state, that tin; army which t!ic hon-e a , | 
now' ('alh'd on to proxidi frn’ \\ ifi judnl 
of di.sci[)lirH‘, (unial to any :n!n\ in ilii* 
vvoild, and in [xiint »d* nnmbei's superior Wi | 
any tliis cfaintry livid t^er !i;jfl. 7'Iie ! 
amount wa,i m regular^ ami millthi not b. ,. * 
than 3(*)(),(H)0 men. 'I'hert wms also a > 
greater propfxvtion of ctlb<‘'ti\e nun ih ni ' 
had ever bf^eii known, and the a( (ii,d ! 
amounfof fore<‘ was as m ar tin* estabbiNli- ! 


tnent as was ]n)s.siblc. 'fhe increase from 
Inst year consiste d cliiefly in Btvilish n gu- 
Kn* disposablc%infaiitiy, that nuist efficient 
description of force. The cnocfive forcf^ 
was wdtliin Ia,(iO0 of the establiAhmenl; 
an approximation scarcely ever knowir be¬ 
fore. The cavalry was on the same foot- 
\oi. X. • . 


dbt) days, from 1 st .1 n. IStnS, to Ui Jan. 
I "^OP, bvilh im le.sl'' e.” • 

31r. ('a!< :>ift rl-*]. that all hi^njijirc - 
hem KMU' f)l till* (TTmii g nir/'ii i mi ol ibt mili¬ 
tia, and the iiuMi a a- ot' the hmmtio by tlte 
V(dnnl(*erim>’ \w I'e made L-ood ; (d‘ y>,00t) 
men lint had 7 d.miU-cieij from the IJritish 
mi’ilia, f^tis’ lovi) I ml euteicd for life. 


,ind ino^t('.*dum iuMiJij'suje'raimunted, en- 
trivfl fur hif^ to get till* additiona) bounty, 
in the cohiifleiice of beinn* discharged 
again b(fore tlir 7 years slunild elafi.se. 
lie allowcfl tlu militia wouiil be filled up 
again by Aiuv, but no wllliout infinite 
liardsbip to those classes of il^ie people 
tlcat ought lo be particularly sp^ nd. 
l\lr. JVhidhitm lidniittidl that the es^- 


mates, from the approaching expiration of 


llio Mutiny act, must bO voted without 
3 
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delay. Still he thought it Iiiird to be 
called on to vote them wlicn they had not 
lieen 24* hours prijited ; and ^^lKn sonic of 
the most important returns >vcrc not yet 
printed. He blamed the precipitancy 
with vhich the most important public 
measures were pressed forward, without 
suHicient information, and withou*. sulli- 
cient opportunities of discussion.— After 
some further conversation, the various items 
oi the Estimate were put and carried. ‘ 
[OiiDsANCE Estimates.] Mr. 'xishley 
Cooper next moved the estimate for Ord¬ 
nance service, amounting to 

Mr. Cakraft wished for some explana¬ 
tion how this estimate could exceed, by 
nearly a million and a half, that which he 
liimsclf had brought forward when in of¬ 
fice, about a year since. 

Mr. CooptT explained, that it arose from 
arrears of funner years, ami a/ ('iiiiiul' 4 te(l 
exceedings not provided for uiKrer the i 
Leads of debt to the navy depun mejiLs for 
stores tijrnished ; exceedings of foimer ' 
estimates for Ireland ; expedition to (\'{An- • 
fiageii; W'-rks at Cliuthani, Woolu'h'h, and ^ 
Dover, witli various items, which Ik' i 
stated. 


IMr. Calcraft thanked the hon. gent. Idr 
the txpkmution wlii( h it v’, as his diit\ 
to ask ; but tfiere ware .s^n.n* (jlh< r ■a-iit;-> 
of enormous extamdiiui e, and particiil 1 1 y 
thc corps, in which lie was not sa¬ 

tisfied, and which lie should lake another 


tual or intended invasion of Holstein by 
the ai’tjiy of France. It W'as also his in¬ 
tention to move for the several other Pa- 
j)cr» from which he had quoted passages 
to the house on a former occasion. His 
object was by producing the documents, 
to correct those misconstructions w'hich 
had been put upon his conduct and lan¬ 
guage in that instance. As he did not feel 
it necessary to make any lurther observa¬ 
tion on the subject of the motion, he should 
barely moAe, that an humble Address be 
presented to his majesty, ckc.—On the 
motion being put, 

Ford Folkestone said, that he had been 
one of those who, on the former occasion, 
in ])arl persuaded by the arguments of the 
right hon. gent, ami in part from his own 
coiuiction, had resisted the production of 
these ]^lpcrs. Nothing tliat had since oc¬ 
curred Iiad altered his opinion. If these 
papers were necessary to be jirodueed, a 
ereat many more would be necessary, in 
Older to .s( t till' persons who were (‘on- 
corned * rii;lu uith the public. These 
would nof l)(‘ sutiicient to justify P»Ir. G’ar- 
liko, who could not he set right w'ith the 
public but by the production of all his 
dispatcho*!, down to ilie lime of the expe- 
dll ion to ('oj)( nliagen. 

Air. Pnnso^ih:/ could with JifFicuIiy ob¬ 
ject (o the production of any papers that 
miglit i)(* in <-ossary for the justification of 
imv hon, gent.’s coridin t. Hut he had not 


opportunity of bringing forward «£'or di - 
cussion. 

Mr. Wellesley Pole vindicated the wliolt^ 
of the cstimafe, and said the artillery of 
this country had attained a pitch of efli- 
ciciicy under llie auspices of lord (’balliani, 
not only unparalleled at any I’ormer pe¬ 
riod, but superior to any otlur train of 
Ordnapee now in‘Europe. It consisted 
of 6000 men, with 40(f)'horses attached, 
and all in such a state of discipline and 
equipment, as to enable them to opjiose a 
force of artillery against any eneinj^ wlio 
should land in this country, in% one-third 
the time, and wdll^ more tha* triple the 
cfleci that could hr done at any former 
pegod.—The question upon the estimate 
was then put and carried. * 

[Papers relatixg to Denmark.] Mr. 
Secretary Canning, pursuant to notice, rose 
for the purpose of moving for copies or 
cxtl-acts of anjr dispatches that had been 
sent in Nov. or Dec.^l806, bv Gar- 
like, his majesty's minister to the court of 
Denmark, to his majesty's secretary oi' 
stattt for foreign afiairs, relating to vke ac* 


M) inu' h respect lor the feelings of any 
iiidixidiKiI, ;is lo think that the public ser¬ 
vice* should be sacrificed lo them. The 
right lion. g( iir. had made his extracts 
from the papers, to shew lliat there had 
been a hoslile, feeling in Denmark, and 
that this opinion pi* the ju'cseut minister* 
had been fortified by tin? opinion of the 
lak? administration. But Mr. (iarlike’s 
dispatches dated in Nov. and Dec. 1806, 
iwould not be sufiicicnt for his jmrpose, it 
would be necessary to produce all the dis¬ 
patches that had been received down to 
the lime of the expedilion. A suspicion 
might have been entertained ui 1806, 
which had afterwards been removed, and 
something of this description had, he be¬ 
lieved, taken place, because in the com¬ 
mencement of 1807, a large fleet had been 
collected, intended for the Baltic, w'hich 
had afterwards been .sent on various other 
desUtiatton.s« when the suspicion respect- 
*ing Denmark had been removed. The 
right, hon. gent, first endeavoured to jus¬ 
tify the expedition, and then he came 4o 
justify himself; hut kc could not justify 
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himself, unless he produced all the papers. 
He had thought the hon. gent, had intend¬ 
ed to produce all the correspondence of 
Mr. Garlikc, but if he should not, he gave 
him notice that he would ag.ihi vote for 
the production of those papers which he 
had before made motions to obtain. 

Mr. Ticrncij Mt compassion for the ri^lit 
hon. geinlcmenop|)osite,\v hoiii lie beheld in 
the pitiable situation of being’calle d upon 
now to vote for what they had rejected but 
two or three we*eks since. T^iis was the 
first instance in which such a pri^eeeiling 
had taken place in parlianuuit. The right 
hon. gent, had first resisted tlie pioduction 
ot the papers on public grounds, and after¬ 
wards when called for on priMitc grounds, 
for the justification of his nolile friend (lord 
Ilowick); but now that tlie right hon. 
gent.^sovvn character w\as touched, he was 
ready to produce the papers. He was 
glad the right hon. gent, at h'ligth shewed 
such a laudable attention to character, an<l 
thought it worth preserving. Hut, leaving 
private character out of tlie (puMioUj he 
saw' no reason why more attention should 
be paid to the charactiT of tlie right limi. 
gent, than to that of his noble predee-e^.sor, 
who had scrveckhis nia). in the same olfu i', 
wdth as much fidelity, as the right lion, 
gent. The effect of tlie proceeding of the 
right hon. gent, would be to shew that tiral 
bou.se was the instruinent of the seeretaiy 
of state. Had anything ocfurred since the 
former vote, to slie’,v tlrat there was less 
danger in the product ifui of llu' pa[)eiMU)w 
than at that pi riod ? The-charai ter 'if Mr. 
(larlike, to whom public clunaeter must 
be so dear, could not be iustili('tl but by 
the produetiou of all the paper-,. If the 
right, hon. gent, should not consent to that, 
he would coinfnoinise the character of the 
hou.se by the refusal. Let thi* bou^e, see 
in tliat till* danger of raising men ♦^jo bigli, 
let them see the degraded and disgraet^d 
state to which they would be reduced, and 
which w'ould .sink them in the estimation 
of their country, and perhaps 6f the sove¬ 
reign himself. (A loud cry of order.) 

The Speaker declared his disapprobation 
of the course pursued by the right hon. 
gent.; and for this reason, because lie ap¬ 
peared to be cxpres.sing an opinion of the 
sovereign on the conduct of an individual 
in that house. 

Mr, Tierney was not conscious of having 
any such intention, but having been inter¬ 
rupted in the chain of what he had to 
state to the house, declined proceeding, 
declaring that nothing had occurred in ihe^ 


few last wrecks to justify the alteration of 
the course then adopted by the house. 

The Vole of the 8th ot I'el). was thvn 
read, on theunotion of Mr. Adam; and the 
Speaker decided, that if Mie paper now 
moved for^was that w hich had been in the 
former iys'tam c rejected, the house could 
not iiowiAote for it, but it would be for 
tlie house to judge how far the present 
paper was more or lo.ss than that which 
liad been refusal in that case.—After a 
shortycoiiversatson upon the subject of or¬ 
der, relative to comments upon the ex¬ 
pressions of Mr. Tierney, w hich had not 
lieeii takjj;#! down, but which the Speaker 
decided might be made the subject of 
comimuit by w'ay <d* explanation, thoui;li 
not the ground of a decision of the 
house, 

'file Chancellor of the Excln^fpicr said, he 
was at a lo.ss to know w hether the hon. 
ge'ntlemen opposed or supported the mo¬ 
tion of his right hon. friend, [it W'as inti¬ 
mated across the table that they supported 
it,.] Then, he could not see liowhis learned 
iVieiid’s tjuesLion u];on the order, by f(!- 
(juiring the entiy of the vote of the 8th of 
Fel). to be read, could be construed into 
a support of the motion. Tlic house w'ould 
percei\e, that the production of these 
Papers would he a source of disappoint¬ 
ment to the gentlemen opposite, because 
it w'ould deprive them of the foundation 
of innch declamation, in accusing his right 
hon. Jriend uf liaving made garbled ex¬ 
tracts. Tlie Papers had never I ocn re¬ 
fused on public grounds. They had been 
asked for to pro\e that his right hon, 
friend had niisropr<‘sented the contents of 
lord IJowick’s dis[)atches, which he had 
not done, and it was on tlyat ground that 
they had been demaiuled and refused, be¬ 
cause the granting rjunn on that occasion 
would have bMMM an admission on his part 
of the misrepreseiilalien. If the Papers 
had been demanded on other grounds, hi.s 
right hon. friend would not have qjijectcd 
t() their uroduciion. What had been said 
would, njj trusted, be sullicient to sati.sfy 
the house of the projh iety of his right lion, 
friend’s motion. 

Mr. • Windham ob.served, that the* hon, 
gentlemen op[)Osite shewed a disposition 
to laugh, though their mirth resembled 
the singing of children in the dark, to shew 
they were not afraid. ILj contended wdth 
his right hon. friend, that the house would, 
hy their proceeding, be placed in a situa¬ 
tion of indignity, and he lamented that 
thc,forins of the House did not admit of 
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who would iollow the cxajyiple 
of ^hc hoii. ^^ont. I’he papers hud bet*u 
refused on public uikI private grounds, 
anc| \vcTe now to be granLecl, because the 
ch4ri^ii;tcr of the right bon. gent, had been 
touched. They oughl to have’hc(‘n pro- 
duccil to cic.ir up the charactc^* of the 
lute foreign secretary ecjULilly as well as 
the present. The right hon. gent, then 
argutd to that many more papers 

were necessary to be pitvlucecl, in onler 
to justify the right lion, si-cn tary, orTo do 
justice to the cliaracters of those who had 
ber-n m: tepresented. * 

Lord Castkmv^fi entered tiVs protest 
again't the doctrine laid down in the 
Ollier side of the hniuc, that no p ']>ers 
sliouid he rel'u.-c,! but s ich, as, if produced, 
wouhl be prejuduial to tlic public service. 
Koiiong V.more coiunion than to r< lose 
ji'ipei’s when no adeijuate oi* siiijlc juu 
ground was hud ihr ilu' prodiulion. 

Idr. S^ivritL,*> h.al dimight, wIkmi hi- 
light h-'ii. ii,<‘.id inticdiu ed Ids niotloiv; 
Vvuhoui an\ <1 e.: n>, tliat ii iv \s a 

bud [dan. la t Iroiiiihe Iuk of arguinciu 
jnn^ued by th(' noldc lord, and the ri.lion. 
gent, ('ll erdiCi .'ide ('f him. he could not 
but appl.nul that cour'-e of his n'glii hon. 
fneml, and he was sure that his uglil lion, 
i I lend w odd luc.o h-een well pleased, if 
Jdsfiieiids had [ raetxai th(‘ sann^ tacrtur- 
lutywuh liiuist ib ilorUfied ilu' nohle 
bnal to produce any rea-on now that 
Would not have applied ((ju.dly hg.iln t 
ihe'papers in the lornu r instant(*, and ar¬ 
gued at some length to j-r.)ve tint tlu 
j^apers then niowd for would ntiiiicrhc 
Mifficieiit to llie junpose ol’h/s right hon. 
friend, nor to aacpiit the chai a' ier oi Mi*. 
(harJike; andVonchuled wifh an aineiul- 
jnont fiif the production of all tin* c^in- 
munit atjons w Ifu h liadjd'cn rccen c'd in 
the course of I ist year.— A conveveation 
followtd, in which Mr. llankes oljserved, 
ihattl^; aiinnulnn tU could not he received, 
being woid foi w )rd the same a 5 a mo¬ 
tion already iTjCcted. «* 

M'he Sp uLtr coiifiiimcd the ^h-ervatioti 
of Mr. liankes, as to the pointof order. 

SetrecaJ 7 ( said, tliaLthough 

some pa]>erswhKli had l)oen refused wore 
included iii his motion, the motion wn.s 
in form, very ddierent from aiiv before 

^ MtifUmrj/ proposed to adjourn the de- 
|M|&> the point of ordor. 

by raovitig that the entry on 
■iJJburnals, with respect to the former 
B&now, should be read, did not mean that 


fhe rejection at that time should preclude 
the Louse from adopting the motion j but 
ho w'isliod the house to hear in mind all 
that had h(‘en done in this case, when ho 
should conn* to olfcr his intended propo¬ 
sitions to fix the practice of the house, 
lie rocommendoj that the amendment 
should bo ofi( red again in such a fornm 
th.it the house could receive it. 

Mr. Sluridan moved the amendment ir| 
a form dilit rent from that in w hich the 
jiapers mentioned in it had been formerly 
rt'fused." 

jMr. Si crctary Canning denied that he 
had made any accusation against lord IIo- 

Ick, hy tpioliiig hisdispatch, con-ci]ucMt- 
ly there uas no necessity tor pr('ducing 
the papers as a a indication, when no( harge 
was made. He had mertdy made iheqno- 
t at I . in to sliew lliat it was in Uud Ilowick's 
( o'ltemplation, that if the Lrench should 
(nier ilol-tein, l)t ninark might possil/ly 
1 .onipiomi-e for the occupafioii ofZoaiand 
l y J reijeh troops. The present nn>tioii 
,-tof)d ( 1 ) dilK rent grounds; ami he Inist- 
(d tile house would si'e leason to prodiuc 
It, upon tli(‘ prmciplc on which it was now 
a .ktd for, wal|iout at the savin' time parsing 
the amendment. Ili.^ majc.sty''s niimsteis 
r(\'«lt'd their defciue of the proceedings 
igain^t (’openhageii, upon the infonnalion 
already produced, iif)(>n existing circum¬ 
stances, and the notoriety of w hat the ene- 
iri\ had done in similar (‘ases. The whole 
ol our dipIoniati(‘ (orrespondence was not 
toche^ ripped up; it was eneugh, if what 
was material to the case in question was 
pvodm ed.-—After some further debate, tlic 
house ciixided—Lor the Amendment -lO. 
Aga'nstit 110—A not her diviMon took place 
on the original motitm. . For the pro¬ 
duction of tile l^ajjcrs MO. Against it 0. 

I\lajorit^Y L'H. 

In consequence of the above motiory, 
flie following papers were, on the 5th of 
March, presented to the house, by JMr. 
bcLTciai y /.’aiming : viz. 

PAPERS 

HELATING TO DENMARK. 

No. I,—Dispatch from^Benj. Garlikc, 
esq. his ina/ieily's envoy extraordinary 
and minister plonipoleiitiary to the 
court of Denmark, to vise, llowick, 

^ dated Copenhagen, llth Nov. 18o6. 

* —Received 2f)tli Nov. 

My lord; Your Idp. will have received 
accounts of an alVair which has taken place 
on the Holstein frantic, between the 0a- 
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itislj Iroops and those of Friince; of which i 
I h(*<r leave to transmit the following par- | 
ticnlars.—-On tlic ()th inst. a corps of Frus- 
biaiis, under the coiniiiaiid of gen. Bliu her, 
\vert' on •their ua;v to lake lefiige in the 
loun of Luhcck. They were pursued by 
U French corps under theconnnand of gen. 
Murat. I’iie o!)ject of the Kilter was to 
liini the wing of tlie Prussians in order to 
iiilcrceirt their passage. In altciupting I his 
iiiaiujtMjvre the Fifnch troops t/ossed a 
strip of Danisli Icriilory, and, hcediess of 
tlie notice given !)y the advanreil posts, 
brought on a skinnisli, in wliicli J or J per¬ 
sons were killed on holh sides, and 2 Da¬ 
nish cannon taken. Tliiee Danish officcib, 
lienl. col. Kaiduiil, coinmander of a balla- 
lion of light infanhy: inaj. (irnner, aide 
de camp to the pur.ce royal; and litiit. 
Schou, adj. to col. Kardorff, who were 
pioceeding in an ojani Holstein Cvirriai^e to 
the !)anisli advanced guaid commanded by 
in.'ij. gen. Fvald, were al^o made piisoners 
by llie enemy. ' (ien. l>ald pu/cekded 
Ininseir to gen. Mural, to learn tlie cau^t* of 
what had ha}>j‘ened ; he wii^ coarsely n; 
eciM'd, and infoiined, possibly with moui 
Jiasle than relledion, that the Fiench Iroops 
would pursin' tlieii enemies wherever they 
A\eie to be found. On gen. l'"\ald'.s ic- 
luin, the piince roval disjratched an aide de 
ran.p, rapt. Ilomcllng of the tugineeis, to 
acquuuit gen. Mu:id, that llic Kuig his f.i- | 
tlu'i Inning entiu ted llK*aim\ on theboii- 
ticr to his command, he llmnght it his diilv, 
t(» his majeslv and lo Mu* :nn:N to reepme 
s.di-Iron lor ll'v insult, ‘"anc these linsl 
act mint-, icaelnd Cojw.dnui'n, a [>;n‘kel 
boed iias anived fiou’ iva!, am! it is pic- 
teiidcd tliul ihe ^easvwr o tnnied b\ gen. 
iSimat has heen deenn d sa’isKudorv b> the 
p.mri* rosal ; but I <im unaiile tcmiseerlain 
liiis i liter ciicmnstanci*>>ei"o‘e tin* J>o^t gfus 
o..t — file Danlsli iroops on llie adwiiutd 
post, me chasseuis: the colour td' their imi- 
iorm (green) is difierent from llialii of llie 
rest of the army. Some persons here are 
willing, Iheichore, to persuade themselves 
that the Danish troops were mistaken for 
Prussians; inul in tiie same manner lo ac¬ 
count for’a blow of a sabre giien to a Da¬ 
nish officer in a Danish village through 
which the iVench were passing. It is jire- 
kumed the officers are released. 1 have, iStc, 

B. Oaulike, 
No. IL^Dispatcli from Beiij. (larhke, 
esq. to vise. Howick, dated Copenlia- 
gen, 14th Nov, l jfOO,--Received 2pih 
Nov, 


My.lord; The answer required by the 
prince royal of Denmark to his representa¬ 
tions lo M. de Murat, has been received. 
He rotoiis pn the Danish troops the accu¬ 
sation of viiiatiug their neulralitVi but*dc- 
dares that^e had no intention to commit 
hoMilities Cguitfst Denmark; and has the 
more reaso^i to regret llic mistake, as lie 
lias Ipst oifc of his best officers in the ac- 
tioiip This answer is considered as satis¬ 
factory.^ 'J’he lAss on the Danisli side 
amointt.s to 23 men killed. The French 
escoit^given to gen. Evald, on liis return to 
the Danish advanced guard, carried off his 
horse, his watch, and some oilier article^. 
Two of the (ffiit ei.s, inaj. Gruncrand lieut. 
Sdiow', are returned to tlieir posts; but 
licut. col. Kaidorfi is missing. The French 
tioopb (maiaiulers) liavc also conimillcd 
fnilher dejir^uKilions on th^ Danish tervi- 
lory, IkA’c [mrnl a village, })lundered the 
estate, and destroyed the cattle belonging 
lo (oimt PieiiibloiiK 1 have, iSvc. 

B. Garlike, 

No. —Evlract of a Dispatch from 

Ih u}. fiai like, esq. lo vi:»c, Ilowick, 
dated (’optMihagcn, l-ltli Nov. 1806, 
—Beceived 2pili Nov. 

I have the honour to inform your kl|iu 
that 1 have used my utmost endeavours lo 
impress count Bcrnstoiff'wilh the scnliiiienU 
i oiitaiued in youi lordship’s dispatch, of 
No. *,^aiul it IS with extreme regret that 
i have not been able lo obtain the desired 
I success.— Ailbough the progress of the 
j FreiK h arms opposite tiie veiy coa.sts of 
t Denmaik, the ir.sults and hostility commit- 
j ted on llie l)am:>h frontier, and the Fro- 
I clamalion ot gen. iMoilier to the people of 
I lie.s.se, are fads more powerful than any 
I language 1 could use, a.M with .seiilipieiits 
t of grief riiu^t ('XCilWIiose (;f the keenest re- 
,sentment; it does not ajippear that the 
Danish governmeiit are more disposci^ lo 
prepare against the iulliclion of similar vio^ 
Icncc and d'^lionour; on the contrary, that 
they derive {\i\\ iliose events tlie confirma¬ 
tion of llicir picsent .system of neutrality, 

and the still stricter observance of all ki 

• 

* Tills Dispatch is verbatim the same 
willi the Dispatch to Mr. Fierrepoint, No. 
2, of the Fapors presented to*lhe Housed 
•Commons, by his majesty’s command, in. 
pursuance of their Acldress of the ifith of 
l eb ; w ith the variation only of “ Court of 
Cppenliagen" for ** Court of Stpckholm." 
See p. ()21. , • 
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oMigaUons.—Such at least is the language 
iu explanation of that neutrality, the 
i!>aimh ministers think it right to hold to 
me. They fh not, however, shut their 
ey^s on the scene before thensj*; they know 
what they may expect 'frojri*^ the wanton 
tibusc of the power of Fra'iice^' or what is 
worse, from the determineti method and 
perseverance with which Franc^t is subduing 
the slates and directing the resources of llic 
continent against G. Britain.—I have dwell 
on these topics in formal conference and 
familiar conversation with count Bernstorft*, 
as also in the frequent occasions 1 have of 
seeing — and the ministers of the cabinet. 
They avow the precarious teuour even of 
their present disturbed existence; [)ut their 
fears are paramount; they consider the 
Prussian monarchy as annihilated i'or tlie 
present, and belie^e if they resolve on fur¬ 
ther measures of defence, that tlioy tvould 
draw on this country llie worst consequen¬ 
ces that may be apprehended.—In the 
mean time, they regard the actual stale of 
Denmark as of 'he utmost importance to 
the allies; and persuade themselves that 
for the sake of the common cause, as well 
as of Denmark, it behoves them to adopt 
no me^ure which may augment their dji- 
ficulties, or hasten the disasiers they would 
avert. They therefore, conclude, that their 
best policy will be the continuation of their 
present defensive system, and of their reli¬ 
ance on the friendship of G. Biilaiii and 
Kussia; of which policy they say the meiit 
and best effect would be tlio assistance of 
those powers when Denmark is endangerefi 
by an attack from France. I asked count 
Bernslorft’llje direct question, If it was in¬ 
tended to sfrm such a part of the fleet as 
might be useful in defeating an expedition 
fronu the ports now fid ling into tiie bauds 
of France I He repliech that this was not 
the season.—Disposed as your hip. may bcp 
to^^liow for Oiese apprehensions in the pre¬ 
sent calamities of the north of (iermany, 
and to coincide with the Dau^h ministers 
as to the readines^of G. Brlwiii and Russia 
to afford every practicable assistance against 
, the enemy, you will probably pot less la¬ 
ment that no preparations have Inthcrlo ! 
been made, in eoncerl with llie natural 
allies of Denmark, either to resist a sudden 
aUack, or to impede the gradual encroach- 
^ ttients France will continue to make, till sh^ 
is in an allitude to require the exclusion of 
British sliips from Danish ports, and the 
surrender of the Copenhagen dockyard ^to 
her piirposcs against G. Britain.—By pre- 
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parations I do not so much mean a display 
of military force which this court calls a 
defiance of the enemy, and the seeking of 
their own undoing, as some previous con¬ 
cert, some signal for succour or ..combined 
operations, some stipulated degree or dis¬ 
position of force, some security to the 
powers at war, for the proper application 
of the assiatanre they may he able to fur- 
nisli.—I have this day urged tliese remarks, 
and it is readily alloweil, that liowever well- 
disposed' the powers on whom Denmark 
may tcly in the lioiir of danger, the great¬ 
est iiK onvcuicnce must arise from distance 
and delay ; and that in such an emergency, 
whatever is irresolute, or timid, or bad, 
will endeavour to ])crplex the public coun¬ 
cils, for want of a diiect recourse to a 
steady and provident system.—Yet the 
Danish ministers shrink at all appearance 
of concert, and at the responsibility of a 
written engagement. They dread the ef¬ 
fects of its publicity, wliirh they think una¬ 
voidable ; and as count Bt riistorft' has told 
ine, believe that the mere suspic ion of such 
a eoncerl, though conceived for the duties 
of defence alone, would on such an occa¬ 
sion as lliat of thcblh inst. have determined 
immediate war against Denmark.—I should 
think it unnecessary to lay these remarks 
before your hip. il' I had not to make the 
melancholy addition, that several of liic 
principal departments (I except tiie minis¬ 
ters of the council and for foreign aflair^) 
a'> well as many of the inferior ones with 
*lheir dependeiu les, arc filled hy persons in 
a state of ((ehisi(/U and hinid altachment to 
the interests of Franre. The only cheek 
to the more ojK'n display of thcvse dispo.si- 
tioDs, is the characler of the prince royal. 

-, uho maiks in llJc strongest terms 

his sense of the firmness of his royal high¬ 
ness,* observed to me yesterday, that ilie 
most entire reliance may be placed on ins 
not yielding to the projmsals it may l>e ex¬ 
pected l^rance would make.—But loo many 
precautions could not perhaps be taken 
against the clforts of deluded or ill-dispo¬ 
sed persons’ to perplex or mislead the go¬ 
vernment in an emergency that may well be 
foreseen, and when no preconcerted system 
would be opposed to such attempts, except 
that of confidence towards G» Britain and 
Russia; which, however real or well-found- ' 
ed, is not it seems to be acknowledged or 
carried into effect, till France is in the act 
of binding ibis country never to make the 
attempt.—Among the measures which have 
already been rceomiffcnded to the attention 
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of the government, there is one which ap¬ 
pears to unite many opinions and interests 
in this country; namely, that in case of an 
attack from France, Holstein, Sleswick, and 
Jutland sl^al) l>c abandoned, and the prin¬ 
cipal force be concentered in the defence 
of the Islands, (even with the exc lusion of 
Fionia.) This project has never been men¬ 
tioned to me l)y one of the ministers, but 
without any ix*servc by several leading per¬ 
sons ; and it would be seriously supported 
by many wlio see the principal strength of 
tiio monarchy in the island of Zealand ; Its 
fleet and arsenals in Norway, in the West 
India possessions, and in the commerce of 
tlie country. A military person of rank 
who has been employed in a very conficlcn- 
tial station, and now fills an important ])ost 
at this place, is occupied in writing a Me¬ 
morial to be sent to the prince, in suppoit 
of this measure, with the additional advice, 
to j)nt it into immediate exeertion by I lie 
recall of llic army and the return of the 
prince royal to Zealand, —rroni all these 
foiHidcrations your Idp. will best judge 
bow far it may be advisable to make a 
joint formal representation on the pait of 
Ins majesty and the emperor of Ituosiu, foi 
'the purpose of coneerting with tin’s coiudr} 
the best means of counteracling llic |)n)jcclN 
ofFraiice, wbiebare but toocleaily avow'd 
ill her practice and deelalalio?.^, ;iud be¬ 
come every day more alaiiiiiiig, iVoni ilic 
extent and nature of her ac(julsi/.ons in the 
Hallick,— It is indeed possible tluil tlie 
operations about to commence in 
may suspend for awhile the inteiilioii ol'al- 
taeking this country r but those oneralious 
must so nincb the more call for e\t iy etibVt 
that may be to lie made, either ai; oust t!»e 
body of France, w to prevent llr.i ^iiccess 
ill her present nndertakiugc^ v. Indi will 
Oilierwrse eeilainly oterwhehn 
trv. —I shall conliniu' in every e\ '.it lo ht.^ 
entirely guided b\ your loidship’.^ 
lions, and lo use my utmost endeavours 
for (lie success of the olijects lo which Ihey 
are tliivcjt d. 

No. IV.—Dispatch from vbcounl llow- 
ick toBenj. Gailike, efc(|,dalt,d Down- 
iiig-Strect, 3d Dec, 

Sir, your (lisjmtches to No, — iuclasive. 
have‘been* received and laid liefoie Ihe 
king. The language of count nenisloifl 
and the Danish ministers, as described by 
you, is such as was naturally to be ex-* 
peeled iToin their former policy, and fiom 
Ihe effect of tlie recent evcnl.s in the noilli 
of Qcnnany. Any •endeavour to induce 


them to adopt other sentiments, if indeed 
sUch an attempt were adviseable^ woulcf^ 
at the present moment, probably be with¬ 
out a hope of success.—At the time of 
writing the Dispatch to whicli yours is an 
answer, the Ixtei^t of those exlraordiifary 
misforluney winch have since ha})pened, 
was far ffciybeing foreseen or expected* 
A hope W'aj^hen entertained, though not 
unmi?ied will doubt and apprehension, that 
the power of the Prussian monarchy, aided 
by the.neighbouring slates, and by the 
allies, might have opposed an effectual re- 
sistamie to the armies of France. But 
since the afflicting events which have ended 
in the total dispersion of the Prussian army, 
the ({uestion no longer is whether Denmark 
should give her aid to a powerful ally, but 
whether she should, williout any continen¬ 
tal sup)Kirt, expose herself alone to the re- 
sentmenj: of France. So long as the ques¬ 
tion remains on tiiis footing, it cannot be 
expected, nor is it to be wished, that the 
court of Copenhagen sliould take any mea¬ 
sures of direct hostility against Fi'aoc#* 
P>ut the care of its own safely requires more 
vigilam e than ever. While France abstains 
from any attack,' or from any direct me¬ 
nace, a prudent system of neutrality, which 
siiall not impair the means of future de¬ 
fence, is probably the la st. But that this 
foibearancc on tin' pait of the French go- 
v(*rnment sliould lait longer than may be 
nnmd convenient for tlu* execution of those 
fmiher sVhemes of ambilion in which Buo-^ 
naparle is at present engaged, seems to me 
veiy ini[)robable. Afler the aecoriiplish- 
nient of his more iininedi/de objects, de¬ 
mands may be expected equally inconsis¬ 
tent wilii tlie neutrality and .the indepen¬ 
dence of Dcnmaik ; and it is for that go¬ 
vernment lo consider wJu’Hier it will place 
itself in a siluatM»to defend thosfe partly 
of the Danish dominions which possess 
eti’cftnal means of resistance, or whether it 
will follow the example of so many sftiUs^ 
whicli, by seeking safety hi submission, 
have snccc^kvely ^Ilen^undci* the dominion 
ofFraiu'e. m looking forward, however, 
lo the probable conduct of France, 
is OIK? [>otnt which cannot be too soon nn- 
der.slood belween tliis government and that 
oi Denmark. Though his majesty mtist 
experience the deepest tegret from any rn- 
teriTq>iion in the relations bow so 
subsisting between the two powers, it WdttiJ 
he inqiosvsible for tfic king to adqnieSce iu 
any arrangement wbertby l|ic Vvhole, or 
fl.iy part, of tlie Danish ’ndVy thight^ be 
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} >/aoed at the disposal of Fniiice, If there- f nuy measures of this nature, or should 
bre it should so happen that iu order.to se-I (leeiij the <le fence of Hohtein impractf- 
curc the German dominions of the Crown cable, his majesty,slilJ trusts that no etToit 
of Denmark, (hat power shoald be induced will be omitted to put the Danish islands 
to comply with a demand of this nature, in a proper slate of defence, and he would 
liis majesty could not avoid yaking such gladly co-opcralc in navalmeasufesneces- 
measures as in tliat case wouUr^econite in- sary for that purpose, if Denmark should 
dispeusibic for the honour ol^htf crown and really stand in need of such aid, 1 am, &e, 
the inlerests of his people.' Should any Howick. 


question of this sort arise, yon'i.yill at once 
srtate distinctly and unequivocally the feelings 
of this governhienl upoiiSt. But tjie king 
is far froifi believing, though it is necessary 
to provide against it as a possible caSo, that 
any thing so injurious to both countries, as 
the submission of Denmark to so huniiliat- 
kig a condition, is likely to happen. His 
majesty relies with ciilin^ confKienre on llie 
wisdom, the s|)irit, and the honour of tlie 
prince royal; and I revert with pleasure to j 
a more pleasing part of my /luts, that of | 
authorizing you to repeat the assurances'! 
already given, of his majesty’s eonslant 
'disposition to afford to .the eouit of Den¬ 
mark the most effectual assistance nndsu])- 
port, if that government, deceived in tlic 
hopes which it seems at present to (ierive 
from the oi»servance of a strict neutiality, 
should ultimately be foice<l into a war 
wilii France for the ))rcst‘rvalion of its own 
independence.—In such a ca«e, it is obvious 
that, notwitlistandiiig the great contineutal 
su|>eriority of France, the attack of the Da¬ 
nish islands would pieseiit many great dif’ 
ijcul.tics, Such as might indeed with j)roper 
iexertiou on the part of that couit, prove 
insUrmnunlabtc. To this supposition, it is 
therefore, the •king’s ])leasuic tlial you 
^iiouid particulaily direct the at tent ion of 
tlie Danish rninistcis. I'lie king \.(u;ld .sec 
with pleasure a suce^ ssfui defence cd‘ Hol¬ 
stein, and offers .fq* io>,isfing in lliis, havt* 
this morning been coinymiulciiled t<> me by 
Rebuusen on the pari of his S^wdisii 
majesty, W'bo projioses to luiilc a (ojj>w)f 
i>5,(i()d men to the D;uiisli ariny »“ lb>b 
utein for tliis purpose. With Midi a faice, 
it is to be hoped, not only lUfSt H»)b.lein 
might be deftiiderri but t!iut4lie most be¬ 
neficial e-fl’ccls for tlic safely of the noitli 
oftirermany might ensue from its position 
in lire rear and on the fiabk of the opera¬ 
tions of'the Vrendi army. Vou w'ill Ihen*- 
fore leconimcnd this o<ii r of his SwedisJi 
Kii^jesty, wbiclf probably will liave been 
couMauukaUd to (he couit of Deunmik 
this reiiches yoif, to tlie mojt serious 
Idtgnlion of die Daitidi inmislets. If timt 
^|p:0\ernm< ul ihovilU decline eulerii^ inl^ 


No. V.-.-DIspalcli from vise. Howick to 
Benj. Garlike, esq. daled Downing 
Street, 5)lh Dec. 

! Tlivugb 1)0 dispatches have bten rc- 
; ceived from you since myIast,lliQ accounts 
which iiavc readied this country of the re¬ 
treat of the Danish Army from Holstein, 
and the advance of the French to the Eyder, 
from which river lliere is reason to appie- 
! hend that liis majesly’s Hag has been e\- 
chidcd, render it necessary that I should 
instruct M)u immediately to require of llie 
Dauisli go\eiiuucut a iraiik e\))lau*alion of 
the motives whu li have produced measures 
::pparcully so iujjirious to tiic inleresls of 
lys majesty ; and ak-oofdie system of policy 
which that govermnenl means in future to 
puisne in its relations with this rouutiy and 
with Fran<*e.—I'iiis explanation sou wall 
require in tlie most friendly terms, but at 
the same lime in such a manner as to pre¬ 
vent an\ dda>. I'lie interests of Denmark 
itself and the known chaiacter of llie prinee 
Kr ai, encourage ins niajcsly still to eiiter- 
! lain a roundiMit expectation Ihfit, nolwilli- 
I standing pi t .'.cut apj>earanees, the answer 
I Yjid he such the fricndstiip which has so 
I loui: subsisted helween thu two ;rovermueu1s 
reqii'Ks.—Willi re'pecl to the vitws en- 
I leitaiard Iix his majcslx’s govenmiciit on 
I l!ie pMsiut aliinniug crisis, and the advan- 
, t age wbldi may bi‘ deiivi^d from tlie genc- 
j 10ns oiler of the king of Sweileii to assist 
i ill I lie deieueo of De.munk, 1 must refit 
; \on to my last dispatches. I am, 

llowirK'. 

No. VI.—Dispallh from Benj. Ojarlikc 
CM], to vHc, Howidv, dated Copen- 
lingcn, Clti) Nov. —Received 

I i ith Dec. 

My lord ; 'I’iie reports of the declared 
iulention of general Mmticr to occupy 
Hamburgh, had been in circulation here 
for some days. The intelligence of In* 
having entered the town with*a number 
from seven to eight thonsand men, was re- 
»ceived last night. This government did 
not a|)peur to believe llie eveiit^was pro¬ 
bable. There seems now to remain a stand 
of opinion, tbul the Ftciiih troops will pro- 
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ceed no further in this dfreetiou, but th^^t through jthe voi^f W 

they will respect the aeutrality of Denii^rk. an avo^^al of Iheif cjioi^f at as a treasure, 
—With regard to Holstein/it would not of the necessity Ip .wr^ch tbey hav been 
only be a vain endeavour to urge this coun- reduced.—The dfa,o|^i:, oSf a with Great; 
try to otkerimeasures of defence than those Britami U(hi^h« in such ^r<:«nwtancefa^ is* 
they liave already adopted; but there are already fonley^by Uie Sfukioj? P?rt, oif 
no measures of a nature purely military, tlie countiC wild not oyerrute thos^ who 
which could now be taken in concert’witli are guideJjmlv by llicir pr^u4icei^ 
other countries, to secomd the efforts of the their jmbi^n /or if that danger 
Army which is there established, if it rtiould tended to in^lbe general tumult, it WpiiW 
be brought into inunediate action. What be pnty^ ^ iveascni for arming and rtaiiotit^^ 

I have now principally to submit to your im whatever could be found in tlie arsenalf^ 
lordship, is accordingly meant to*a|>ply oAhis place, assisted by the supplies of tlie! 
only to the case of hostilities being actually Meckl^burg and f^omeianian coasts, 
commenced by France agaihst Denmark, purposes of which France would assunif^ 
in the diitchy of Holstein.—Nothing, 1 tlie direction.—^Tbese are not idle sur/ 
imagine, need* be urged to prove, that if mises. I do not pretend to describe by whai 
the French troops succeed in occupying gradations they will be realized; but I can- 
ihat part of Deiuiiark, the sole purpose not observe the confidence and listlessness, ' 
cannot be the shutting of the ports of Tom of some, with the activity and growing 
ningen and Husum against the British Flag; Impes of otlfers, or attend to the convei^ 
there must also exist the intention of seizing sation of this place for a day, 'without be^ 
these islands, and of directing their re- ing this day more than the preceding, justi-* 
sources against the interests of Grcftit Brj- in pointing to the most luelanclioly riC-; 
tain and Russia.—The conduct of the suks, not as a determination of the govern': 
Danish goyernmeat, if Holstein and the nient, but as a consequence of the confusion' ^ 
Peninsula should fail, must, I suppose, be of late measures against an active eneipyi^ 
that, wiiicii has been so often insisted pn, amidst undecided and misguided friends,— 
namely, a perseverance in liie firmest rcso- Tbe contrary too may take place. The 
lution to resist the enemy; and, as count activity, firmness, spirit, and popularity of 
Bernstorff iuforroed me thi^ morning, the the piioce royal, may have the fullest effect 
immediate ei'U)mg of tiie fleet for tlie de- against alt internal impediments of what- 
fence of this and the adjacent Islamls.— ever nature.—In the possibltily of one or, 
But bavmg said this, it is iny duty not to the other course of lliese events, I would 
conceal inroiu your lordship hovr much iny submit to your lordsipp the two following 
apprehensions increase with respect toHbe considerations; 1st, How fa^, after the at- 
persons in high though pot in the first ofllkes, tack or possession of Holstein by the French 
to whom great confidence will Im» shewn troop, it may be proper to reduce his ma¬ 
in the hour of danger, and avho must have jesty\ offer of assistance to some specific 
considerable hiflueiice in tbe direction of shape, especially of a roaritinfe nature, for 
tlie public opinion, and of tbe means of re- the defence of this and th& neighbouring is- 
pelliiig tbe enemy.—The character aifd lands. The Oiqjdatt government wiQ con- 
bias of these individuals (many of whom I tinoe to be so iot^y unprepared for de^^** 
know personally) were undoubted before * (ence of this nature, as possibly pot to be^ 
the present continental war took place, able to bring i| forward on a very 
Tbeir language in ail the changes which emergency, ^d. Whether it may npt ^4, 
occur, leave nothing but a formal declara- proper, ^ on^uch opportunities a$ pecur# 
tion of tbeir principles, to conviiKie me of without forjtM de|c)aratlDD^ om menace, to 
what maybe exp^ed from them when give itto be undcrstootl, or even finally to 
the enemy is. in possession of Holstein, annoEuice^ that such an arrangement with 
They will saprese^tt the danger to be less tbe French ^vernnient, as may beattempti 
than it is, in order prevent the activity ed in the circumstances I have describ^i 
of others, ^aud will exaggerate it with the will infallibly jigad to open and active w^ 
chance of securing hpd extending tbeir on the part of Great Brkaiiv—I have ^n 
own authority, TMe persdfciis wUlthenbe, count l^mstorlf since i wrote the a|>ove, 
capable of imputing as a.criipe, that more He expresses bimsalf without any alanit 
afledual means vrere not for the from tbe presence of trppps at 

defence of the country; aOd^ t^ ecom- Hamburgh or Lubec^.r-'I updei^tand from 
mend ah acscommodation dlH^rance; him clearly, that the Danish troops, are re^ 
yoL. X. • • iRl. 3 D ‘ 
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tiring from tlw fronliers; and I nVaJce no tral system maintained in tbis cdtnitry has 
doubt that this has been done at the desire been re|>ealedly declared to be the giiard- 
of the French emperor. 1, beg leave to hig against every dishonourable proposition 
transmit, as fliearly as I can, the very that inighl be recommended to the adop- 
P*> ^ses he made use of, in thk unasked-for tion of the prince royal.—Witli this recol- 
intelligence. “ Loin de 'poui alarmer sur lection on niy part, it did not even occur 
ce ijui vieiit darriver, le Royal a to me, that his r. li.could consent to a con- 

cru devoir relirer une partiSi troupes cession so much in his abhorrence as that 
rasseinblees sur la fronliere Holstein, of the abandonment of the duchy of Hol- 
C’est h dire (iu’elies ne rcsteront pas '^ussi stein to the French troops, for the sake of 
concentr^e^, r^uelles ont ule depuis quelque the quiet retreat of tho^ of Denmark to 
temps. En effet nous n'avons par les the banks of tlie £yder; that is to say, 

that fhe richest province of the crown 
should be gratuitously ceded to the enemy, 
with increased disadvantage and insecurity 
to Denmark; and though the cession (of 
Holstein) would not have included Tonnin- 
gen and Husum, both being in Sleswick, 
yet that the French troops should be 
brought within sight of one of those ports, 
and within a few English miles of the other. 
—Your lordship will therefore judge of 
the earnestness and of the caution with 
which•! brought this subject forward with 
count BenislorfF, as soon as possible after 
1 had received Mr. Pierrepont's Idler, for 
the purpose of learning if any and what 
conditions had been stipulated with France, 
on the retreat of the Danish troops to the 
SiesWick frontier; and J have the satisfac- 
respect which will be sliewn to itsueulrality ; lion of assuring your lordsltip, that, in 
and as a proof of it, have insisted on the terms and manner to which J give my per- 
precautions taken in the march of the fed conlidence, did count IJemstorff endea- 
troops from Rergedorft’ to Haujburg, to vour to remove the suspicions (which in 
avoid a portion of Danish territory, which truth I had not entertained) by assuring 
lies more conveniently for the road beUvecn niej that no transaction whatever had taken 
the two places. I have, B. (jARLIUK. place relative to the respective positions of 
No. Vll.— Extract of a Dispatch from the French and Danish troops, either in 
Bcnj. Garlike, esq. to vise. Howick, the shape of condition or of explanation, 
dated €open)iag€n, t.\9th Nov. I SCO. or by any coiiimunication between tbe two 
—^Received^lJth Dec. governments, and even that the retreat of 

It yas pc’rliiaps "to be exjiected that as the prince royal, and the assurances of se- 
the DaDish troops halPremained on the cuiiiy conveyed by M. de Mortier and M. 
Holstein frontier, when there was no war in« de Bourienue, had not depended on each 
the north of Germany, and had actually other.--* Count Eernslorff was further ear- 
heen engaged with those of France, their nest Uia; I should undorstaiid that the re- 
sudden retreat to the Eydci^vould give treat had not been deteimined on at the 
rise to the supposition of a/iie arrange- suggestion of France. But as it may be 
ment between the Danisli and French go- impossible for coiiut BernstorfF himself to 
vernmenls.-—Mr. Pierrepont will^ have in- explain how a suggestion of this nature 
formed your lordship of the viry" unfavour- may liave been conveyed or admitted, this 
able construction of that retreat, which has last circumstance did not so partigtilarly 
been transmitted to his Swedish majesty, engage my attention.—The re^^eat having 
an^ of the st^^ong measures of precaution taken place with tbe approbation of the 
which that monarch has judged it profier , prince royal, there niav be occasion to re- 
to adopt against the new danger Umt would .gret that M. de Mortier and M. de Bou- 
Result to his owTi interests aod to those of rienne were not everyway competent to 

r j ailtes.—Your lord^'p will have boine the assuraures in which th^ have abouod- 
mind, that the very essence of life neu- ed^ that J^olstein will not be attadeed. Tht 


m^mes motifs pour les y tenir. Ni les 
Pnissiens ni les Suedoishe sy trouvanl plus, 
ii ifest plus aussi probable que les Hosti- 
lite^ s'engagent sur notre propre territoire; 
de sortc que la plupart des regimens avaient 
re^u Torde de se retirer du cote de Sles¬ 
wick avant I'occupation de Hamburg; ct 
nous nc voyons point dans cet evenement 
qu’il y ait lieu h le contremauder. • Mhis le 
quartier genera! sera toujours a Kiel,*' The 
i^nish army then, except the small garri¬ 
sons of Ghickstadt,^ Kiel, and Pioen, and 
ail advanced guard under general Evald, 
may be considered as having relrcaled to 
the Dutchy of Sleswick behind the Eyder, 
Tlie French minister at Hamburg, and M. 
de Mortier, have conveyed the most posi¬ 
tive assurances to this government of the 
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danger to which that duchy was ex posed* 
is at best not less thin it was; and every 
accoitnt transmitted within these few days 
to Copenhagen, except those received by 
the government, encreases our apprehen¬ 
sions that the attack is not far off.—This 
possibility is at least now becoipe so fami¬ 
liar to the government as to shew that 
they place Qieir printipal strength and 
hopes in the defence of the islands; and 
I have now, for the first time, some rea¬ 
son to believe that measures of precaution 
begin to be taken for the case of* with¬ 
drawing the tix>op8 from Holstein, and of 
establishing some points of union and sup¬ 
ply. I have not this intelligence from the 
government. If measures of this nature 
have been considered as advisable, they 
will not be pursued without the strictest 
secrecy, on the ground of not forfeiting by 
preparations which may invite the enemy, 
the advantages of the system in which they 
have persevered so long. 1 mean that they 
will not avow any measure of defence res¬ 
pecting the islands, till Holstein be rcalfy 
attack^ by France, ami certainly not take 
any of an ostensible description.—This dis¬ 
position of the goverunicnt makes the diffi¬ 
culty of affording or concerting the assist¬ 
ance of which they may stand in need. U 
is of that apprehensive nature, as would re¬ 
fuse to admit the most efl'cclual succour 
that might be sent to the country, before it 
has been <ielcrnuned io^ adopt a course of 
undisguised and active war; and it must 
be on that occasion the more natura> tb 
hope, that however they may veil tlie at¬ 
tempt, every secret preparation for ii sad¬ 
den display of force will be the daily .and 
earnest labour of the Danish ministers.— 
To this object 1 'have directed my conver¬ 
sation with count Bemstorff. 1 shouki 
hope also, that there is fair ground to urge 
the courts of Copenhagen and Stockholm < 
to some well concerted comiiiou measure 
of defence of the Dani.sh islands. If the 
prejudices of the two countries are not in¬ 
surmountable, Denmark and Sweden have 
the motives and means of self-defence with¬ 
in themselves. They have local knowledge, 
and sbipiS of war fitted to the coast; I lie 
proxinuty of Swetlen and her actual hosti¬ 
lities may give the readiest assistance ; and 
favour evea^i^ timidity with which Den¬ 
mark may be disposed to come forward.—^ 
1 am aware that the approaching season 
may render the operktions of a fleet neither 
safe nor practicable; and that the main 
f^iisage to be defe&ded b^Uveen Zealand 


an<i Fionia (Fiunen) may require vessels 
large enough to be able to keep the sea, 
and small enough to shelter in the com¬ 
mon .ports of^ the islands. • If these are 
difficulties, Uiey are to be subdued^ by 
the governijXnt.ythemselves. My purpose 
can only Wc wad vert incessantly to the 
subject iiiKvpry direction likely to pro¬ 
duce the understanding and con¬ 

cert^ Vithout wiiich Zealand must become 
the passage for Fv^neb troops into Sweden, 
and thefscat of every mischievous operathm 
against all the |>owers interested in the dc- 
fence^f the Baltic.—Hitherto 1 have not 
been able to the Daniili mini.slers 

in a salisfaetory discussion of tlie poinU in 
question; but I sliall make the uUempt with 
the greater earnestness at tins moment, as 
1 learn from Mr. Pierrepojit that the king 
of Sweden intends without loss of time to 
propt)se#an i^erview with the prince royal; 
the object of which I w ould Hatter mvsclf 
must be, their endeavour to concert the 
best means of their common defence. 

No. VI11.—Dispatch from vise. Howick 
to Benj. Gaiiike, esq. dated Downinj 
street, 26 lh Dec. 1806‘. 

Sir; The apprehension entertained here; 
at thc'time of writing my last dispatch, of 
the entrance of the French troops into Hol¬ 
stein, 1 am happy to find, was unfounded. 
But I cannot regard the respect which Iras 
hitherto been paid by the enemy to the 
neutrality of tl^e Danish territory as aUy 
thitig more than the effect of a policy wdiich 
for the moment is more convenient to them¬ 
selves*—It w'Ould be madness to trust to 
any assurances which may have been re¬ 
ceived from the French government on thi.s 
point, so far as to neglect a kincly prepa¬ 
ration of those means of defence which to be 
effectual must not be Rft to be sought for 
in a moment of iJffRfediate and pressing dan¬ 
ger.—I have urged the necessity of precau¬ 
tionary measures, which might be so con¬ 
ducted as neither to provoke nor to ^frord 
a pretext hostilities on the part of the 
French, in til!^strougest*mann<'r to Mr. Rist 
Above all, it is necessary that uo time should 
be lost in concerting measures of comi^on 
defence with the court of Sweden, to which 
so good an opportunity has been offered by 
the prompt and generous offer of his Swe¬ 
dish majesty.—You will continue therefore 
to request from the court *of Denmark a 
frank communication of its viewsi and ta 
urge their immediate attention to the im¬ 
portant oUjects above stated*; I Imve, cVc. 
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No. IX.^Dispatcli from penj. (JarWice, 
iesq. to viscouiJt Uowick, dated Co¬ 
penhagen, SOlhDec. 18©6."-Receive(l 
7tli Jail. 1 807 . 

]fty lord, I deferred the. honour of ^rit- 
iug to your lordship on XAy &nmiuiuca- 
tion to count BernslortF ]>nucipal 

points of your dispatch of t be December 
till 1 had an opportunity of seeing thift mi¬ 
nister again, aRer he ba<j submitted them 
to the cabiliet ministers. I advert drst, to 
the proposal of his Swedish majesty for the 
£ 0 -operation of 25,000 Swedish troopn with 
those of bis Danish majesty in Holstein. I 
cannot yet say in what manner this over- 
' ture hhs been made to the prince royal * 
but ou both tlie occasions which I have had 
of discussing the subject here, I have fouinl 
it attended with the most undisguised aver¬ 
sion ; as incongruous at this nA>mcpt from 
a power at w'ai to a power at peace ; inap¬ 
plicable with respect to lime, if relied ou 
when the attack of Holstein is no longer a 
problem ; unseasonable when no new cir¬ 
cumstance has occurred, except the repeti¬ 
tion of friendly assurances on the part of 
France ; and dangerous above all, as in¬ 
viting, or rather immediately committing, 
Ihc country to unavoidable war.—I endea¬ 
voured in the geutlest manner possible to 
jrescue the Swedish proposal from the 
weight of objections, which thus tend to 
enervate every wise and provident^ scheme 
of self-defence, and carried one degree 
further, must leave the country prostrate 
- to nO:good-will, but that of the enemy.- 1 
think it natural to suppose, that the Danish 
minister urged his objections in this instance 
with more tiian usual quickness, from his 
consciousness that tlie resolution is already 
taken to withdratv <lie Danish troops from 
Holstein. I felt the cwv^rsation clogged 
on my side with the knowledge of that re¬ 
solution ; but it was not openly noticed on 
feithk’.—Count Bernslorff than asked me, 
if 1 believed the king of Sv|pdeu could 
spare from his owi^ domiaiom^ny number 
of men, which approached limt of 25,(U)() 1 
TD^s \vas not a question for me to answer; 
jbpt I pressed the Danish , ministet to consi- 
. dcr, as exceedingly probable, that when his 
Swedish majesty resolved on making the 
jhtfgr, be was alarmed for tlie safety of the 
^^lisb peninsfiUi; and that if such a force 
J^ld not well be scared from Sweden, 
could be a stronger proof of bis 
majesty*s friendship, than the 
Ji'bicb be .must have•ente^ 


I taiaed ta raise it by extraordinary means.^ 
I h occurred to me before this i^t confe¬ 
rence look place, how littfe the probability 
was that the measure thus recommended 
by bis maj. would meet with tho success 
it deserved* I therefore previously pre¬ 
pared jiiyself for endeavouring to derive 
from it at feast the next ami vei*y import¬ 
ant advantage, that of famitiurizing the Da- 
, nish minister with the prospect of sincere 
co-operation on the pai^of Sweden, and of 
impressing them with tlie notion that, what¬ 
ever be the fate of the Swedish overture, 
the ground-w'ork is thereby laid of a real 
good understanding between the two coun¬ 
tries.—Count Bernstorff acknowledged that 
his Swedish majesty's desire to have an in¬ 
terview with the prince loyal, and the com¬ 
munication of tlie present overture, would 
be felt by the entire government ; and he 
assured me, that if Hols|eiti were attacked, 
the concert between Denmark and Sweden, 
G. Britain and Russia, would be de facto 
established, and that this country would be 
iftost willing to add every resource ot the 
monarchy to the assistance the allies could 
furnish.— — returned to Co¬ 

penhagen a few days ago. 1 saw him the 
next day. He was more than usually 
prompt and clear as to tlie necessity of 
maintaining the preseut system. He W'as 
avcise to the admission of a Swedish army 
into Holstein, but was persuaded of the ad¬ 
vantage of ail uni^eserved intercourse witli 
Sweden. lie acknowledgcu, 1 may say, 
the* propriety of not defending Holstein 
(that is, the peninsula,) and as proof of bis 
siii<:erilY in this opinion, remarked that the 
abandonnient of those provinces would ex¬ 
pose his own estates to the ravages of the 
French army. He thouglit the nature of 
tbe embairassnients of Denmark called for 
the utmost frankness towards enemies as 
. well as. friends, and believed that as little 
remains to be explained to France as to any 
otlier country. He appeared on all these 
|)oints id speak as of »o many fresh deci¬ 
sions of council, and desirous 1 should so 
understand them.—1 make no doubt that 
the withdrawing of the troops sent to Hol¬ 
stein last ycarwill be completely etfecled, 
(Count BeriistorlT, however, always speaks 
of a cordon that will remain,) fmd that the 
government is sincere in the determination 
to oppose every thing lo Rrance, if she 
abuse the extreme condescension to which 

the prince royal has been brought.- 

glanced of his own accord to the conse¬ 
quences of a coutmry* line pf conduct, mA 
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of further compikiace tdwards the French 
government, naddidnot scruple to declare, 
that the effects alone of a war ^itb England 
must destroy the Danish monarchy in a 
couple of years.—According, then, to this 
language, matters have advanced to an 
ep(^ in the neutrality of Denmark. Hol¬ 
stein will be deprived of its main defence; 
it is foreseen that it may be occupied by 
the troops of France ; Denmark will then 
be in a state of wpr with France, and will 
openly concert with G. Britain sftid Russia, 
and possibly with Sweden, for the defence 
of the Danish islands and the Baltic.—To 
these, the only measures that remain, the 
different parlies may be desirous of direct¬ 
ing their own views, and encouraging each 
other ; but 1 have not scrupled, in conver- 
salion willi the proper |>ersons hero, to 
speak of this position as fallacious and inse¬ 
cure, because weak in its nature, and liable 
to be surpiised by the arts and activity of 
the cneiny, and by the events which will 
arise.—If, however, the Danish na»^y is in 
the slate of fomardness which has be*en 
represeuied, and nothing intervene to dis¬ 
turb the good intelligence of G. Britain 
and Russia with Denmark, it may still be 
lio{)ed that every effort of France will fail 
against the power anil resources of the 
Danish islands .—1 have not failed to repeat 
to this government his majesty’s most gra¬ 
cious and friendly offer of assistance and 
support, if Denmark should ultimately be 
forced into a war with France for the pre¬ 
servation of her own independence; and 1 
have the pleasure of informing your lord- 
ship, tliat the assurances of this constaut 
disposition ou tiie part of his majesty have 
been received with every expression that 
can interpret thb fullest sense of the obli¬ 
gations and thankfulness of the Danish go¬ 
vernment. I have, Ac. .• 

B. Garuk^ 
No. X.—Extract of a Dispatch from 
Vise. Ho wick to Bcnj. Ga^rlihe, esq. 
dated Downing Street, Jan 9th, 1807 * 
His majesty has received with satisfac¬ 
tion the assurances that tli€ court of Dei> 
mark is determined to resist ihe demands 
of Fratlce, if pushed to a point that should 
be inconsistent with the honour and inde- 
peudenc»of that power. Of the sincerity 
and const uncy of this determination his 
majesty’s govermnent will not allow itself 
to doubt. But it is necessary to rej>eat, 
that to make suck determination effectual, 
timely measures should be taken.—An im¬ 
mediate junction of a Swedish force to the 


army of Denmark might, as has been slated 
by count Berastorif, put an end at once to 
the neutrality which the latter governnient 
still wishes to preserve, l^ut a previous 
and coulidantial explanation and concert 
with on the measures necessary 

for the defence of tlie two powers, 

could no1|1me this effect, and is evidently 
necessary render the co-operation offered 
by SfWedeir of any advantage, whenever the 
tim*e shall arrive at which the court of 
Denmark may find itself desirous of avail¬ 
ing itself of this offer.—Upon the best 
means of defence it is impossible for this 
government to pretend to form a salislac- 
tory opinion. It may he true that the 
peninsula affords no position in which the 
force of Denmark could hope to withstand 
the power of France; and it may he ad¬ 
visable, therefore, to witlidrawr the troops 
for*tlia defence of the islands. 

No. XL—Extract of a Dispatch from 
Benj. Garlikc, esq. to vise. Howick, 
dated Copenhagen, 28 th Dec. 1806\— 
Received 12th Jan. 1807 - 

My lord ; In your lordship’s disjiatch of 
the 3d Dec. the passage relative to the 
possible sacrifice of a part of the Dauigli 
navy to the French, concludes with these 
words: ** Should anyj^uestion of this sort 
arise, you will at once slate, distinctly, and 
unequivocally, the feelings of this govern¬ 
ment upon it."—I have presumed, that 
this passage gave me some latitude to judge 
of the propriety, as to time, of making the 
declaration which the chance of &uch a 
transaction would necessarily call for. It 
is therefore important that I should inform 
your Idp. that I have not communicated 
that part of the dispatch to Uie Danish go¬ 
vernment. The groun<j on which 1 have 
ventured on such a dfscrelionary reserve is. 
the strong bellH* I trust lam justified in 
entertaining, not only that no propositibn 
of the nature in question has as yet^ been 
submitted to the prince royal; buttfiat the 
military wogress of the French arms is not 
yet sudi ^\Xo suggeet an arrangement so 
incompatibie with the sentiments and prin¬ 
ciples which are known/to predominate in 
that prince’s cliaracler.—Without, there¬ 
fore, some new and describable appearance 
to engage my attention, different from those 
wbicii had possibly been cpnveyed to 
land wfie.n the dispatch was written, I 
bly trust it is consonant to iiie fadings hf 
bis majesty’s government towatds that of 
Denmark, Dot to liave taken a step, which 
might at dm aiiomcnt only w^und tihe prki« 
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cipal persons^ and repel the confidence .they feet place Denmark in a situation of aidiii;;^ 
teem willing to manifest.—^The explanation the hostilities of that power.—ft so nearly 
into which I have entered, will, I hope, concerns the safety of both powers to cul- 
guard me fronv the supposition of not en- tivalc the most friendly understanding, in 
deavpuring to give the proper effect to the order to prepare the means df <defence 
Instructions in question, onuanmhange of against a danger which equally threatens 
circumstances leading to the^nmsition of both, that this alone ought to oblilcrate the 
your lordship’s dispatch. If Ii|a«e"already jealousies which have too much prevailed 
i expressed some alarm on the cnkhces of so between the courts of Stockholm and Co- 
bold an attempt on the part of the Freqch penhagen.^So obvious and so pressing a 
government.as that to which. 1 allude, it consideration, it is, however, but too evi- 
bas not been from apprehension of dis- dent from the tenor of your dispatches, has 
honourable compromise on the part of Den- not hacf its due weight; and your constant 
mark, but of the consequences of timidity attention and good offices will be employed 
and inadequate preparation, by which the to remove, as much as possible, the causes 
enemy might be enabled rather to seize the of that mutual suspicion and distrust, which 
fleet than treat for it.—*Your lordship's dis- must favour the designs of the common 
patch No. 7* having been written on the enemy. The evident necessity of pro- 
pfesumption that the French troops had viding for the security of his own domi- 
eittered Holstein; and probably after your nions must, as I have formerly staled, sulH- 
lordsbip had received the reporV of liie^n- ciently account for the preparations of the 
qbiries I had made as to the retreat of those king of Sweden. Situated as he is, it is as 
of Denmark (in my No. ) I have also for clearly necessary for his Swedish majesty 
the present desisted from a formal applica- to require an explanation of the intentions 
tioD on the subject of that dispatch; and of*the court of Copenhagen, You will 
humbly hope that my conduct in both therefore support any requisilion of this 
these instances will not have met with his nature, which may be made in a friendly 
m^jesty'sdisapprobation.—1 find it diliicult manner by the Swedish minister, with a 
to obtain precise information as to the uiim- view to those preparations of defence so 
. her of Danish troops in Holstein, because imperiously called for by the present crisis, 
it is not ascertained how far the regiments 
still there have been reduced. Two regi¬ 
ments have returned to Funen. The Sles- 
wick and Jutland regiments have also re¬ 
turned. Two regiments belonging to the 
garrison of this place, are left at Kiel, Ploen, 
and Gluckstadt. Count Bernstorff tells 
me that four thousand men are on the line 
between those )>laces; but these must be 
in the towns dnd villages. The garrisons 
just mentioned, ayd that of Rendsburgh, 
compos^ therefore tlie only remaining ac¬ 
tive force against the enSny. I shall re- 
sirilje this subject without delay. 1 have fic c. 

, . B. Oarlike. 

No.'^XII.—Extract of a Dis|>atch from 
vise. Howick to Benj. G^ke, esq. 
dated Downing Street, 1807* 

Upon the points referred to in your dis¬ 
patches, I have already sent you ^uli in¬ 
structions. However desirous his majesty 
may be of preventing any^embarrassment 
to the court of Denmark with respect to 
the neutrality ivhlch that government is 
des^rbUsof preserving; this consideratioii, 
evident, can ortly a|q:)ly to a real neu^ 
and cannot be carried so far as to 
of a succession «f measures dictated 
%ar of France^ which would in ef- 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, February 20. 

Orders in Council.] Lord St, John 
ro8e,*in pursuance of notice, to bring for¬ 
ward his Resolutions respecting the Orders 
in Council. liis lordship took a review of 
the explanations given by the French go¬ 
vernment of the Decree, and of the docu¬ 
ments shewing the manner*in which it was 
understood by the American government, 
for the *purpose of proving that the latter 
government never acquiesced iu the French 
decree, considered as aftecting neutrals, 
and thencj concluding, that this govern¬ 
ment had no right to issue Orders afl'ecting 
the American trade. He coiitend<x] also, 
that there was Yio sufficient evidence of the 
execution of the French Decree, in making 
captures on tlie liigli seas, according to the 
tenns of it, which could alone be evidence 
of such an execution of the decreo as could 
be considered a violation of the law of na- 
tiou9. The information laid on the table 
was in this point defective, and did not 
appear to him to aflbrd any; sufficieut rea¬ 
son for issuing the Orders in Council, which 
' he considered a grdss isolation of Uio law 
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of nations, and fraught with gteat injustice 
towards Neutral Stales. His lordship con¬ 
cluded by readingthe following Resolutions: 
—I, That previous to the 11 th of Nov. 
Inst, hii^ majesty’s government uas not in 
possession of any proof, nor supposed 
ground of belief, that the United Stales of 
America had acquiesced in or submitted to, 
or intended to acquiesce in or submit to, 
the execution of such parts of the Decree 
of the 2 Jst of Nov. 1806 *, as purported to 
impose on Neutral Commerce, rtstraints in¬ 
consistent with the law of nations. * 2 . That 
it does not appear, that the said Decree, in 
so far as it may have been supposed to re¬ 
late to captures at sea, W'as in any one in¬ 
stance carried into execution, by the Prize 
(’oiirts of France, or her Allies, previous to 
the llth of Nov. last. 3. That on the 
J 8 th of Oct. last, the ministers of tlie 
Uniled States at this court, officially ap¬ 
prized his ma jesty's Secretary of State, tltat 
tlieir government had received from that 
of France, satisfactory explanations»and as¬ 
surances, and that, in fact, the same never 
had been enforced against the Neutral 
Commerce of the United States. 4. That 
no official denial of the facts so asserted 
by the American ministers, appears to have 
been made on the part of his majesty's se¬ 
cretary of stale; nor any grounds alledged 
by him in which the American ministers 
could be questioned. 5, That under such 
circumstances the issuing the Orders in 
Council of the 11 th and 2 oth of Nov. last, 
w'hich Orders purported to compel' the 
trading vessels of the said Uniled States in 
all their voyages to and from the Continent 
of Euroj)e to touch at the ports of this 
country, and to be there subjected, by the 
authority of the British government, to 
many and grievous restrictions, and a lAa- 
nifest violation of the law of Nations,'and of 
the rights and independence of a friendly^ 
Power.”—On tlie first Resolution being put, 
The Duke p^Aontrose rose agd said, he 
perfectly agitlw with the noble lord, that 
although the subject had been already be¬ 
fore the house, it was one that merited dis¬ 
cussion. He had forborne as yet to deliver 
his sentiments upon it, from a wish not to 
makg up his mind without giving it the 
fullest coifeideration ; and having so done, 
he sliould not hesilate to give it as fiis firm 
opinion, that the Orders in Council were, 
wise, politic, and calculated to answer the 
great purpose of defeating the designs of 
our enemy, and ultimately convincing him of 
bis error in the unjust system he was pur¬ 


suing in carrying on the war. It was the 
gciveniment of ‘ France which had violated 
what was considered the law of nations, and 
it was prudent in that of *this country to 
retaliate those measures that were ^med 
at our yar^ e^tence ; if the neutrals suf¬ 
fered it was France, and France 

alone, tlill^iey ought to look upon as the 
cause of ^'"iiat injury, and to which alone 
tli^;^ ought to look for reparation. In hU 
opinion, it was idle to talk of waiting to see 
wlietlfer the neutrals would have acquiesced 
in that Decree ; for when the distance was 
coiisfidered, it would plainly appear that mir 
forbearance might have continued 3 , 6 , 
nay even 9 months, during the whole of 
which time the enemy would have derived 
all tlie advantages they expected therefrom^ 
and England sustained ail the injuries that 
were levelled at her ; for, light as some 
persons might treat the force of France, be 
could not but recollect that she had still 
fleets, frigates, and numerous privateers; 
from these, under that Decree, much injuiy 
might have been done, in deliance of that 
superiority wliich, he was thankful and 
happy G. Britain could boasU As to what 
the noble lord had urged relative to tb€ 
answer which tlie minister of marine had 
given to general Armstrong, it amounted to 
nothing more than that he thought Ame¬ 
rica was not to be included. But could any 
man suppose that the,/c pense of a French 
ministei: of marine was a sufficient security 
against a positive decree so [ilain and direct, 
that those who ran might read 1 No ; the 
American Resident ought not to have rested 
satisfied with less than a formal renuncia¬ 
tion, nor could our ministers consider less than 
that renunciation as,a proof that the United 
States were not included. Ibe ques¬ 

tion being afterwards put to anolher^French 
officer, his repl^w^s, that he saw no excep¬ 
tions, For these among other reasons, he 
thought our executive governmentj, had 
acted wisely and politically in issuing* those 
Orders in\Couucii; that the Resolutions 
moved by U«^noble IokI were uhnecessary, 
and he therefore hoped the house would 
agree witli him iu his iitoving the previous 
question. 

Lord Holland observed, that the Orders 
in Council fell far short of that clearness 
which would enable him ^ who ruit% to 
read. He would not now 'entet into the 
question of the policy of tliese Orders, tbA 
l^ng reserved for a subsequent discussion, 
but with respect to the question of the law 
of ^onsj he held a very different ^opinion 
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from iht noble duke. If a belligerent 
sAopted a mode of conduct towards a neu¬ 
tral, which amounted to an act of hostility, 
otid in which that neutral acquiesced, tlien 
he M^uld admit the right of the other bel- 
figerent to retaliate. But ^ ||ie case of 
the Berlin Decree, il had nc^;y;».not been 
acquiesced in by Apierica, bn^&Sere was 
no proof of that part of it beinj^ executed 
which alone was a violation of the laV of 
nations, namely, capturing neutrals on the 
£igh seas, for vidlating the" terms 6f the 
decree. He contended, therefore, that on 
neither of these grounds was there anjTjus' 
fUication of the Orders in Council. His 
Idp. commented on the Note of Mr. Can- 
niog to the American ministers, stating, 
that it was the duty of the neutral to en¬ 
deavour to procure the revocation of the 
obnoxious decrees, a doctrine wjiich he con- 
iddered as tending to produce endless \Var- 
fare. 

The Carl of Mulgram contended, that 
the French government having endeavoured 
.to execute its decreq of blockade against this 
country, by the confiscation of all neutrals 
conveying Briibh'produce or inatiufuctures, 
or trading from the ports of this country, 
it became the duty of this government to 
adopt some coutiteracting measure, which 
should force the enemy to raise the block¬ 
ade of this country. That Which had been 
resorted to, was the most mitigated measure 
,tbat could be adopted with a view to the 
continuauce of neutral trade, and compel- 
fitig the enemy to receive neutral vessels 
into* his ports trading from this country. 
If the French decree and the Orders in 
Council were both executed^ then of course 
there could b£ no .trade between this coun¬ 
try and that part# the confident of Europe 
under ihe infiueuce of.|]m enemy, some 
injuiy would result to us, but the greatest 
pdvations must be indured by tlie enemy. 
WitU^spect to Mr. Cannings Note, his 
Idp. referred to the Note of lord Howick, 
Stating that the measures admj^ by the 
Order in Council oft be 7th jwJan. would 
be continued till the decree of the French 
gowcrmtient was formally repealeil*/or the 
purpose of proving thattfae language in this 
note was ^tttlar to that usedl^ Mr. Can¬ 
ning. His lordship deprecated the conduct 
adopted by noWe lords on the other side, 
to discussing different parts of the Orders, 
wid called upon Ibem tb discuss the whole 
policy of the measure. 

Lo^ AmcI^u^ depreoated a wat^idllv 
lyineriog, which he eemsidered one of the 


worst misfortunes iliat could befal the 
country, and which he thought the Orders 
ill Council tended to produce. 

Lord Redtsdak contended that the Or¬ 
ders in Council of the 7th of Jun. and 
those of the 11 th and 25tli of Nov. were 
founded on the same principles, and were 
equally consistent with the law of nations. 

The Earl of Lauderdale deprecated the 
mode of argument adopted by the noble 
and learned lord, by jastifyiiig one mea¬ 
sure by anbiher. He contended, that the in- 
formatfon on the table not only did not 
prove an increased rigour in the execution of 
the French decree, but that a great part of it 
rather proved a relaxation of the provisions 
of that decree, and he believed, that his noble 
friends, bad they continued in administra¬ 
tion, would rather upon such information 
have been inclined to revoke the order of 
the 71 h of Jan. than to have resorted to 
any harsher measure. As to .the objection, 
that they discussed parts of the Orders, 
eaph puvt formed a question oftlie greatest 
magnitude to the country, and if they were 
not all discussed together, it was the fault 
of noble lords on the other side, who had 
refused to go into a committee on the Or¬ 
ders in Council. A noble duke had quoted 
the letter of his noble friend to Mr. Rist, to 
shew that he threatened to put the coasts of 
the enemy into a state of blockade, as a 
matter of retaliation. If he had proceedecl 
but four or five words farther, he would 
have seen that the noble lord's w^ords 
wer^, “thatG. Britain would have enforced 
such blockade by its maritime superiority," 
a thing which made the measure legitimate, 
and consistent with the law of nations; and 
there was not one word to shew that they 
meant it in mere retaliation. 

•'Fhe Earl of Wesimereiand said, that no¬ 
ble lortls made the inconsistencies of which 
•they complained. They would not divide 
the question of the OrdersJn Council into 
two i^minks of vi»v, in wl| |ti t ought to be 
considered—inta that wmil^e crown did 
from its prerogative of war, and what w as 
agreeable to the municipal istw of Ibe 
land.—In adverting toAmericai he warmly 
eontetid^ that the measures of the late 
govemment caused that irritation which ap¬ 
peared in the disposition and Councils of 
that country; and concluded by expressing 
41 sentiment of amity and friendship towards' 
that country, whose very existence he con¬ 
sidered to depend upon the greatness and 
prosperity of this. ^ 

Earl Grey Vindicated the late govern- 

• ♦ 
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nicnt from the aspersions that bud been 
thr<*wii upon them, by asserting that the 
Order of the 7lh Jaii. was an act of reta 
liation, and that it avowed the piineiple 
upon which llie Order in Council of the 
lull ^ov. was founded. He distinctly 
shewed, that there was not the slightest si- 
iniliarity, and he strongly aniinadveitcd on 
the disingenuous manner in which a noble 
and learned lord had partially quoled and 
iiiisreprcsented his note to Mr. Risl. He 
also explaiin^d the course of .proceeding 
which had been taken with respect to Anie- 
lica, and shewed that the declarations 
made to them by the hi!e go> eminent, had 
been salisl’actf>iy, as woidd Iiave been 
proved to the house, if the Answ er to Mr. 
Madison had been laid upon the table. He 
observed, on the reparation made by the 
present ministers for llie affair of the Chesa- 
j)eakc, that it had at least been lardy, since 
several months had elapsed before the de¬ 
parture of Mr. Hose, and he e\j)M‘!>seil his 
fears, that at the xery time they w^ere now 
debiiting the Oiders in Council, as they 
apjdied to America, ministers might he in 
jmssevsion of the determination of the 
American govenmient on the point. 

Lord Ihnvkisbury entered at length in¬ 
to the pretended distinction between the 
Order of the 7th Jan. and the late Ordois. 
He declared that he could not discover any 
dilfercnce in piineiple, and scarcely any 
difference in language* When noble lords 
said it was nol an act of retaliation, tlie\ 
should look back to the Papers, whproit 
wa« distinctly stated to be in retaliation of 
the enemy’s Decree. But neither tlial 
measure nor Ibe present, tbongh in their 
conse([uenr,es tliey touclied neutrals, could 
bi‘ said to be againsl neutrals. They were 
Mgainst the enemy, and it was only by tjjeir 
ronsequencej> that tlicy affected iv^utials. 
This was the nature of all helligerent acts. 
A measure was taken by the enemy in hos¬ 
tility to ns, and which in its result affected 
neutrals; we retaliatcck on the enemy 
and that also affected neutrals; Imt surely 
they could only cotiijilain .of the original 
aggressor. With ies})crt to the tardy 
reparaUon niadt' to America for tlie affair 
of the (!liesapeake, Ihey had made instant 
repjlratioy, even before any remonstrance 
or complaint was made. They expected 
that the Aniencan ministers would have 
been intrusted to settle the business bert*. 
And so they were; but their insiructions 
W'ere to iiux so many other matters w*d!i 
it, that it was found to be impossible* 
VoL. X. 


and soaf Jengtb they determined io send Mr. 
Uosfc to America. He defended the nuia- 
sure of the Orders in Council as indi'^pen- 
sibie on our part,and argued that I he pi oofs 
of the submiNsion of neutrals to the Decree 
(d’ the Fveiicb were clear and inafiifesL 
Tlic aiisv/cr If M. Deeres to the applied- 
lion of«^?rf^^?Aiinslrong was by no means 
sali.ff'aclory. He slated only bis own opin¬ 
ion,, uheroas he ought to have given the 
explanation of tlie go\eminent. 

Lord (irenviite combaHcd the arguments 
on the other side. His loidship review'ed 
the/Iccrees of France against the trade of 
this country, and cited the few instances in 
which they had been fully enforced: be 
admitted the right of fair rclalkilicm, pro¬ 
vided it did not extend to ihe injury of 
neutral powers. He adverted io the cala¬ 
mities whicli must arise to our inerchants 
amj maie.facturers by ciifon ing these orders 
in I'ouncil; and the mischievous consequen¬ 
ces to our West India colonies, slioiild the 
differences between tliis country and Ameri¬ 
ca long subsist; and concluded, by advis¬ 
ing his majesty’s ministers to adofit those 
measures now that would be considered as 
acts of generosity and conciliation towards 
that country, rather than wait for the tiTtie 
when they must adopt them through ne¬ 
cessity. 

The Earl of Galloway conlended, tlral 
the justification of ministers miglit be drawn 
from the specclies of noble lords on the 
other ??!de of the house, who all made the 
reservation fhat the maintenance of our 
maritime rights ought to be paramount to 
every oilier consideration. The Orders 
in Council, he considered a ju>t and a wise 
measure, which should lhei;efore have his 
support.—^’Fhe house then divided—For the 
previousques.... bo,.., Proxit*s 71 —137 
Agaiiiist it . . 24,... Proxies JJ-*- 47 

Majority.—gO. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

^Monday, February 29. 

[Kinoes ihnssAoK kfspecting an An¬ 
nuity TO THE Family of the late k-ORD 
liAKiiJ^^The liouse w ent into a Committee 
on Iii.s inaje.^y^s message respecting an 
Annuity to the Family of the late lord 
Lake. 

Lord Otstlereagh, in catling the tfllen- 
tion of the conqnittiu* to his mnjestys 
most gracious ]\Iessage, trusted that the 
])ropOMliuns he bad to ojfer in pursuance 
»ofnhat IMessage, Avould find but littlo 
9 E 
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scRrict' 


riift’eience ofniaiiion lo die propriety of 
acceding to it « called 

upon p;u'li;uiient to stiljsiivnli'att* those 
marks of In; m} a) Ihvoiir und'approlinlion 
which he roiilerrcd upon d^Miriguislicd 
Uavaf and military t haraetej-s, the hou^e of 
commons aluays answeredxtjiie call 1th 
promptitude and lilu*rality. tei 

why this application was not inane imi 
diatelyon tlu' iniclligenee of Mu- 
donc/and at,thc same linuMiiat tiie higlA.'.st 
honour IiIn inaje-'lN < ould eonteruiws lu-- 
sto^ved on lord Lake, u.ts, that lord Lake 
was then absent in India, and iiuas, not 
knoun that his t ireune-laiu es were mu h 
as to require the aid oi jmblic libevalit \. 
After the return u\' the noble lord, uhi< h 
was soon followed bv bis much kimenl(d 
death, be received'•neh mailool the la\<nir 
of die crown, and ollu r distinguished 
branches ot the r<‘vai V** • he j^dt 

himself in some measore ahle tt. sbpporl 
his dignity without pidilu' aid, and he, of 
course, felt unwilhny \r lonn- lorw.nd 
with sncli an a])]>!ication as tlitit which 
ga^ e rii^e to Ins in.^p'Ay s gracious ^AU's- 
svgo, now under conn '' raiion. Jhi'^c uun- 
trv had by his unfnrianatc death lust one 
of its mn-,tVaUrable niiliiary fifiieers, and on 
inquiry into his eircumstam (\s, they weu' 
found inadc(|ualo to snppm't the hereditarv 
honours lus incsesty h.al be l e.vt,! as the 
reward oi his siawiies. i lnis. uluh tlie 
services W'cre oi that dia .nguidled i.aluie 
as to afibid the stronger eleiin to,parlla- 
jneiitry reward, the eirtuinslances ot lh(’ 
family wue sneh a^ to .siicngihcn that 
dairn. Loni Lake's military bb* bad been 
a sm ci'Ssion of bnillant and mei ittirlous 
actions, from the lime of the Aimaacan war 
down to ills I<)M eampaignsin India, .^ enu* 
of his lordship's a^Ms vvm*i' sn- h as to hung 
home to him jieimtially, the whole merit 
of lliC^sueress of some (if^-he nm^t distin- 
gnished victories gaimd, among 'vliieh he 
was b(aind to parlieidivrize that of Lm- 
lellc^* l)v the llrili.sh arms. Ni'ver, in 
faet, did. any man present to hk 1 loops, in 
the day oi' 1).title, lijorc striki^ exanqiles 
of every qualitv tliat weri^malculated to 
insptri valnui and to lead to victory. 1 lu* 
iKne prinelple tt* whii h tiu brf fffcL^ene- 
raU owed m<»si ot iln-ir victories in the lab' 
Wars, th.it of exj'te, ng thur own yiersons 
in every point oi nnniment dangi'r and 
up|AremJy doithtlul Issue, was emim ntly 
<l|Of)®pi<al‘ais in hud Ij^ike’s military eon- 
““"cL Wliatev er fliilio tuiceoi opinion migiit 
with resM(*et to the poll/ y pursued 
rCa ‘ nt, govenuaeut of India, cerVwftftl)^ 


there was room for no diflorenco as to the 
importance of tiie services rendered hy 
lord Luke in the mditary departinent. 
d’his would be parlicnk'rly ielt at the jue- 
sent moment, when the Lreiu h, niejjitutmg 
an attack ujion our Indian ('m|>iie, were 
obliged to wait to establish a iuoling, and 
to break ground in Persia, instead of com¬ 
mencing at once on tlu' banks of the 
.lumna or the (langcs, with a Mahratta 
aimv disciplined and commanded liy 
French oibcers. To lorfl Lake belongi d 
the niciiiit of dispersing and destioying that 
army, and thus cstabli.shing tlie si'eui'lly 
v)i* our Indian ('injnvi' on a basis more .solid, 
lie did not think it necessarv to enter 
more at large on the subjci't, as he felt 
that e\erv om* must lie sensible ol the valiuj 
of the serv ic'cs of the illu->tiious deceased. 

1 Ic .sliould also, to save the tunc of the com¬ 
mittee, state now luioihii molitui wlm h he 
mteiuhd to ('Her alter the ont* ibunded on 
Ins mujest)’s mes,sage should be disposed 
oi‘. Tliii was a nioiion ior a nionuuu'nt Uf 
be,erected to the memory of lord Luke. 
IK' was aware that this wa.s a testimony 
of jiubllc giatitudt*, seldom asked hut 
win n tlie iiidwidual lell in battle, in tlie 
nc'iiient ol' MClory, or died oi’wamnds re- . 
fa i\ed in the countiy’s ( ausc. Hut, tlmre 
w(‘i(' seme fiw' instaiues whuhuere jiar- 
ti(.nlarly distinguished from this rule, and 
win'ii rejieated sign.d victories had het'ii 
i gained wlliiout lU juav Ingilie counti'y of the 
life ol tie' person who had achieved them. 
1^01 (1 IL>w e’s life of glory had lu'on thought 
w^oithy (tf this distinction, and he trusted 
there would be found eipt.d giound to 
make a siimlar vx( cption nt favour of lord 
Lake. I’hi.^ was a rfwvard the most chea}>, 
and an iiicrniiM the most powerful, fie 
! had further only to add, that as it w’as just 
j arrl ciistomarv, that the pension should 
1 comintnce from tint time of the act that 
j^( ailed for the exercise of llie r()\ .d ])]erog‘a- 
j live and bounty, lord Lak(‘'s forbearance 
! from prelerring his claim, should he no bar 
i to tin* betV'lit betegenjoyed from the date <»f 
the battle of Delhi, from whith he.derived 
his title. This*e\lension of the grant would 
afford tlm means of making sonic arrange¬ 
ments for the bemdit of the fetmili^ part of 
the family, wlio, lu' was very .sorry to say, 
were b.ft in a mo.st unsansfagory Slate. 
The late lord Lake having died belore the 
application to parliament ( ould be made, 
Ills life w'Hs not counted as one of the three 
for wdilcfi it wa.s u.sual to grant pfovisionS 
of this kind. The grant would be to the 
present lord and the U o next heirs, ’’‘die 
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noble lord moved accordimifly, That th(‘ 
amnia] sum of 2000/. nett, he f>raiiteil l,o 
his ninjesty out of the Consolidaled I'lind 
oftireat liritain, llic said Annuity to coni- 
mciice iVoin iheJIth Sept. ISO'hand be 
settled in tlie ino^t henellcial manner U|K)n 
vise. Lake, and the U\o ne\t smica'din^' 
lieirs male, of gen. vise. Lakt', di’CCMsed, 
on whom th(‘ title of visr'. I/ike and h:iron 
Lakf*, of Delhi and Lnsuary, and of Asron 
(dmton, ill the i.'ounty of IIik kin^lKun, 
shall deseend.” • 

Mr. said, ;dtlH'Ui;h he“liad no 

objection to I’D witli the noble lord in the 
very hiirh eneominms h(* had lifstowed 
upon the military chaiMeter id’lord Lakt', 
and to acknowledge that he had nndered 
important serMces to his country, \et, 
.wliatever rniuht be Ins own wisli tha*t those 
services should be nanuneraled with libe- 
ralitv, still he felt it a duty paiMiimuni 
to all deliiMO^ upon the .subjta t to ileel.ire 
his sentiments, wdien ib.e pursf* of the 
('ounlry, already so heavily burtlKiied, 
was in (piesiion, llis nKi|e‘‘iy’s me>si>o-e 
proposed to the house meiely a prosiMon 
ofl’t^JX)/. a-year to the two ne\t heirs m 
suece^‘-u>n of gen. Lake ; but tin* noble 
lord had rum proposetl not merid\' to ex¬ 
tend tins annuity to anothei efuieraiioii, 
but to give it a retiospectiVL operatam, to 
no les's an ainmml than !)(H)o/. d'iie noble 
lord had |)lei!ded, m excuse loi net tuning 
sooner pio[>used this remuneianon, t!ie 
great distanci* at winch gen. Lake w<is; 
lull that (‘in'uinslance did not jirecludc the 
knowleilgi' of his services, nor pre\a nt n s 
majesty from immediati* remuiH'ration, if 
it wiu-e deenu'd necessary ; but at the end 
ol five }ears to bring forward this propo¬ 
sition, and to claim arrears for all tliat 
lime, though no remuneration was till now 
thought nei'cssary, was wdiat lu‘ eould Aot 
at ecah' to. Tlie noble lord liad l?een m 
possession of \ery lucialive employmentsji 
wdiieb eiial)l(‘d him to ree('ivt‘ large sum.s 
ofmones ; so large, indeed, as^lo render 
it quite indecorous to coifc forward during 
Ids Ijftvtime with such a proposition a.s 
this ; but no sooner wms he ‘deceased, tlian 
it was found out that bis affairs \vere so 
eiiibairfissed as to lea\e his heirs totally 
unable to support tin* dignity of the rank 
they inlmritc’d. Ciulainly, the condition 
of the family of lord Lake, as represented 
by tli(‘ noble lord, n ndered the duty ex¬ 
tremely painful of disa])|m>vlng any j^ro- 
vision for the successor of the noble lord ; 
and to prevent, as it were, the pccragi* 
from being sulliect? lie would consent to 


tie* ^000a-ycar; but to tlie grant of 
POOb/. and tie- expeiice of a ]mbbc luoiiu- 
me.li, Ik* slxidd dei idedly object. 

iMr. 11 , liund'S sup|) 0 ’'terfl the claims to 
tlu* pension and the monument. lie; 
tho'ight it recommeiuration 

ol 1 m'( 1 L.iLig tii't he bad returned from 
tilling '''"’J li'.e highest oOices in India, 

( onipai at i\ (‘ly pn.' r. 

!\L . ^1/.* J. V./f/Avr uibnittcd that lord 
Lafvt* bad in.d bl^ r.d allow am es to suj)- 
port !.*i> dignity m the Pat'on In* bad filled ; 
but bn t \p‘ in es w i re iully equal to them. 
'I’be.# sjileiidour of his a]*pomimi'nts, the 
hospital it Y of'an open table for Ins oflicers, 
and tin* wadl-known arts nl hi.-, private 
muidbct'Hee, had picvroicd liiiii lV<un ae- 
eiimnlating money ; and wlicn it was re¬ 
collected, that, at his lieia ase, the only 
provndon he was able to make for Ins se^e- 
ral^Jaughlois w as 1 'jOO/. each, he wat, con¬ 
fident, that a Jlntisli hrui>c.* of commons 
would never consld« i sucli n jirovisioii 
adeipiaii* for the daughters of such a man. 
Ilapp\ wouhl it bn lor J^inghjiid, and for 
India, if every i ummarider sent tlutlier 
jmitat(‘d the jinnciptes and the eoiulmt of 
loid I.iki*! lie did not ust* liis [luuer for 
the purposes of plundci to enrich liis 
inhc. lie returned IVuin India witli only 
a thr line of li'/J'JO/. to provide for a wife 
and seviai riiildiHai. Sir Jolm Stt'wart 
hidn'coivod ins pi iision ni eoiisequence 
of his i.erviees: and that gallant general, 
ahlions^li a singh* man, had declared to 
linn h(' never * onld siwe any thing i'rom 
tlie aliowan<‘e> a^'-igiU'd him ; hut if'nnh- 
tary ollicers who happened to be married 
were to devote their wdiole li\es to their 
('omitryV sei V ice, and were taught not to 
look up to their country for*an\ })rovisiou 
ibr their cliihlren, left ^destitute by their 
deaths, it weie luPtih to puss a^ law at 
onci*, hindiiigTO ni to chastity like (’atholic 
priests, and theieby prevent them from 
Iiaving children to provide ibr. ^ 

Lord had not tliought'it ne¬ 

cessary liujhc so particular in stating the 
narrow'circ.'jimstances^ of lord Laktds fa¬ 
mily; hut h'^helieved, that in fact, these 
ladies would take, under the will, httle 
moroi^ini lialf llic sum mentioned by the 
hon. member who luid just sat down. 

(.ieiu ral Tarleton sujiportcd the motion, 
and detailed the particulars of the storming 
of the tremdies at Liiicelldk, dtdendeS by 
hOOO I'rcncb troop;*, by 11)00 British uuclsr 
lord Lake. It was an additional claim, 
that the noble lord h.id returned from 
•liWifti ill circumstances that formed .idiiect 
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ronlra^twith those in which Lncnllus»re- 
turned frora Asia, and IVlasscna Irom Ital)^ 
There conhl he nothing, in his opinion, 
more lionouiahlf' t<) that nohlc lortrs cha- 
racteii tlian that lie returnedYrom India 
poor, and died lioiionrahld^ As to the 
proposed nionuincnt, it had hi^i^rty as¬ 
sent, as he \\as couviiu (‘d there^Aas not 
a greater idol fhrf)ugliout the whole army 
than the late lonl T/ak(\ * 

Lord l'ofk(*siO}}c said, lie ft.dt disagrecahle 
sensations In o(>j>osing this resolution, but 
he did it upon general grounds. ]l’ tlie 
argument that had been used as to thc'latc 
lord Lake’s poverty was good for any 
thing, it \ Hist go to this, tlnit d'any person 
who had si^nali/ed himself in the service 
of his (.ountiy, should, iiotwithlanding Ins 
lucrative situation, die, leaving Ins family 
poor, they were to become a buiden upon 
tile public. Ib; should tm l)enr*disejissing 
the geiKia! sei\ie<'s and met its of lord 
I/ake, as lie had heard no argmnents iisrd 
tliat could justify the motion that had been 
made. Jieeoidd not agree find a monu¬ 
ment slionld be ere. ted to bis memory at 
the pnldic exptmee, as that was an fiononr 
that oiujit noi to Ijo ( onh'rrod on anv 
otheir wile had not fallen lu the moment 
of victory. 

LArl Tcntjtk diflercd Loan the nobh' ba-d 
, who tiad just sat do^'Mi, as lu' could not 
cenccive there (ould be a greater claim i 
to public grailtude than th.d whii.li had | 
l)(*en stated. In In^ opinion, lord *Lakr’s | 
having returned fmm Imlia to this eoumry, I 
and dying under tin- ( ireumstamu's that 
had lieenia fu-e^entei], not only mtitled his 
family to the f oosidvralion of the public, 
butsliewed th^d he had act(;d in a mannei 
highly eiedlt'ai)le to hnnsell', and honour¬ 
able to tbe natioin ,Jle trusted, hov\ev<r, 
that tlit^house would nets <4i: r his children 
to remain in such a stale of honourable 
poverty. 

Sumner contrihnted his testimony 
to the eminent services and tjuahfieati .ns 
of the noble general. It vvasjrue, that 
the emoluments ol hfs situatiQ|i>w ere great, 
but hi-^ pri'.aie clie.rilies, and his gcuierosi- 
t}' to the elVuevs engaged In U^jj^same 
service, e\huusl(d ]iis fortune to aR <‘x- 
tciit which it would be difTieult to ascer¬ 
tain. As to the ol^setvation, that (lie ap- 
plicaiiinn tnighi have lieen made sooner, 
life should only remind the house, that so 
as lord L ’ke was 1ft the enjoyment of 
■up C'udlune nts abroad, his disposition 
| BB feuch that he disdaijiofl making anv gp- 
for further rew ards at home. This I 


inclination to withhold his just claim, gave 
that noble lord, in his opinion, a greater 
title to the gratitude of his country. He 
even thought, that what was j)ro]>oscd to 
1)0 grautod was not sulheient, and Nothing 
prevented liim from moving for a greater 
allowance, but his unwillingness to iuter- 
lere V ith those whose duly it was to sug¬ 
gest and propose what they conceived 
proper upon such an occasion. 

Colonel ]\ood said, tlu^. he never rose 
with greatkr satisfaeiiori than he flid in 
support Tug this motion, for if evt'r there 
was a man entitled to the gratitude and 
esteem of his counlry, it was lord Lake. 
He was unwilling to defr.iet from lluMiu rits 
of lord Howe, hut lH'(Ould not helj) think¬ 
ing, that the einineiu s( rviees of lord Lake, 
in India, were of infinitely greati'r impor¬ 
tance to the country, and well entitled him 
to tliat monmnenl whieli was proposed to 
be r^]^ed to his memory. 

]\lr jr. Swtth said, that lie had informa- 
tioii w'lyrh imlurevl turn to believe, that 
allhougli lord Lake might have died worth 
onl\ tO.OOOb he brouglit with liim iVoni 
India m ar<M‘ 110,000/. He thought that 
in all sn< li eases a (*onimittce .should he 
a])p(>lnted to nujulre into the actual tir- 
( euinstances of tliose who claimed pi-n- 
j sions. If lord Lake’s poverty proceeded 
I merely from his neglecting to embrae<‘ the 
1 op])ortimUies wlmdi piesented themselves 
to him of enrielnng himsi if, it W’ould be the 
brightest jewel in his ( liaraetrr. He had, 
In^wc ver, reason to believt' that such was 
not tiie fact. He had, however, no objec¬ 
tion to the peerage being a< eompanu‘<l w itli 
a jHiision, a> he thought not only dignitv 
I’/iit iiidc^pendenet* sliauM be attached to 
apferag<-. He liad mideystood, that the 
real < ause ol loid Lake’s dying in .suc h 
moderate ( ircunistanees, wa^, that he had 
honourably (lis(dinrged out ol‘ the iiiom'y 
til' made in India, those immense debts 
wdiieh he had previously contracted in 
! this nunVy. ^ 

Sir A. Weilesim/ said, that it waisveiy 
true that lord I;ake W'as greatly in di'bt 
previous to his going to Imlia, and to the 
discharge of those debts, the resiilue of 
his pay and a[i|)omtujents, after the neies- 
saiy expence ot his estalibshment was de¬ 
ducted, was r*onstantiy^ applied,*vmd paid 
over to an agent that went from England 
tj)r that pur|)os('. As to the cireumslanee.s 
of lord Lake's family, he km^w that his fa¬ 
mily estate^ only amounteil to about 800/. 
a year, and that tbe money that he died 
worth W'as only iVom 55,000/. to 40,000/. 
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Such being the actual state of his circum¬ 
stances, it was evident that the dignity of 
llie peerage could not be supported by 
his successor, nor his fainily [)rovi(lc(l for, 
unless tl:#» house should agree to grant the 
pension. 

-Mr. Whidnrad did not deny that lord 
Lake had performed great servlc(\s ; i)ul 
sull he did not think thosii services of so 
[)ie-emincut a nature as to be entitled to 
su(‘h exlraordinaj ^ rewards. In the ac¬ 
tual (ir, uiuslances of bird LakeVs fhinil> , 
h(‘ coidd not object to the usual pension ol 
'i,(H)()/. per annum, although h<‘ must ob¬ 
ject to the additional grant. Applications 
to tlu' house for pensions of this descrij) 
tion were niade on the groiuul of services, 
and not of povertv. When the gn'at duke 
^1 Marlborough lendered the nation im- 
^lortaiit ser^ iccrt, they \M're most mundi- 
cently rewaided. The munificence oftlie 
nation in this risjiecr, wa^ not on acrount 
oT the I ircmiislances of the duke of Marl- 
boi'ough, lor he uas not a poor inan, but 
Jl was proportioned to the services fie luxl 
p< rlonmal. If lord Lake had perl'ormed 
scrvict 'v uf that deMiiption, the reward 
would h<i’.e gone on tlu‘ same priru iple. 
•lie liehevcd that loid Lake was a\(uv 
i)ra\e otlicer, <ind much hel<M’cd liy the 
army i hut im ie gallaatriy as an otlicm' 
dill not entitle anv tmm to ehiim mk h re- 
w'anis. IfitwiK' so, tin iiom e,t nei'.ils 
\vho had >[)oken might also claim pens'oiis 
of 2,t)(X)/. a vcat : ulthougli the house 
niiglit he\er\ well prepared to admit theij 
merits, yet tiu y would he very unwilling 
to giant them the pensions. Jn the piesent 
case, he saw no other ]>h vi for the extraor¬ 
dinary gr.uil, ( xcept the necessities of lord 
Lake’s tamily. 

IMr. Lushhi^ton said, that, as it w’as stated 
thfit the lort lines of lord Lake^s daiigliters 
did not exceed ioOt)/. he thought it Vouhl 
he mu( h better to give the sum of POOCV. 
among thi* yumiger i hildrcn, than make it 
a pri'scnl to the inheritor oJ the tiye. ^ 

Sir F, Uurdttt rose to «§tter his jivotest 
against tin* grant, ile had two objec¬ 
tions; one on pf'rsonal groands, and the 
other upon constitutional grounds. The 
personal'ohjectioii w^as this, that when any 
individual came forward to chum a jien- 
s>inn on th# ground of services, those ser¬ 
vices should be of a very distut^'uishiHl 
nature. Tiiere ought not to lie any ne¬ 
cessity for asking when and where those 
services were performed ; but they should 
be service^ of that brilliant kind, that the 
faille of them slioiMd ring tbrough the 


world, In the present circumstances of 
the country, when the people of England 
were burthened auej exliausted with taxa¬ 
tion, he did not think that any extraordi¬ 
nary grants c4’money .should be voted jis a 
remuiieraliuii foj- services which were not 
in ihcnisflves of extraordinary merit. 
This was^hc *w hole of the personal objec¬ 
tion, ris he did not deny that lord Liike 
was gallalu olheer, and bad performed 
Sonic .>1 r\ ices, alj,hough he ddlcred with 
many Ifon. members as to tlic value of those 
services.—Ills great ohjection, however, 
to the grant, was upon C(*nsliiutional 
grounds, lie thought that hi^ majestv 
luul ample resourc(‘s and means to reward 
every merit of this iiaUirc, and that there 
was no necessity for applying to parlia¬ 
ment to lay a new burden upon the [)co- 
ple. Jle should ask, w Imi had become of 
all thosesmi.\;iires which were at the dispo¬ 
sal of tfie crowui, and uiiflcrthc patronage 
of ministers ? Whenever they had heen iil- 
luded to ill thal Iioum*, it \va^ always argued 
hy inlm^teis, that ihe^e things were very 
neetssary, in order to enable the crown to 
rcw'ard eminent siTviccs; hut, whenever 
there w eieany emim nt sei vices to he re¬ 
warded, )ii>iead ot' gi\mg any oj' thosS 
places which it ^vas pn-teiidcd that tiiey 
ought to have the jialrunage ol', for the 
ri'ward or eminent scivii es, the real rc- 
w.ird wa^ always made 10 come hv iin- 
pOMiig <111 additional burden on the peo¬ 
ple. Me shonhl wi^hto .u-k the gemie- 
men on the otiier sale, what kind of 
emiiient smvices those w'ere, Ibi the re¬ 
ward ol whuh tho>e things weregiieii? 
'riiey weie ser\ices whi( h never saw tlio 
light—serMci'', w liich none hut the minis¬ 
ters knew any thing aliout. ^Mieii, how¬ 
ever, any real sciwiie w^as,pe; Ibrnied, they 
applied to parlianuMit toi-ewardit, h.v lay¬ 
ing addilional^iurdeiis on an exliausted 
jicople. On thisjinm iplo, helelt it his duty 
to lake the sense oftlie house upoi^the 
motion, and call for a division. As to the 
menu of h.td L.iki\ he thought that was a 
very minor am^idcratjim. Whatever the 
merits of that '^ilaiit olliccr might be, the 
remuneration he iccemd was not behind 
them.^^riere were many other gallant 
odicers who had performed services Which 
had been by no means rewarded in the 
proportion that lord l.ake’s liad been. Jle 
believed that if lord Lake waive now alive, 
he could not conseiU to put in a claim fox* 
addiliuiial grants to reward his services, 
which grants must he anotJier burden im- 
pos^i* upon an exhausted people. If his 
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merits had been great, the merits of the cessity of his family was no ground either, 
people of England were not small. They If then, both the grounds of merit and 
had submitted with unexanjplcd patience necessity were taken away, the motion 
to privations und suflerings of every kind, must he, of course, rejected. In speaking 
^ IfaV merit was to be rewarded, where was of the merit of lord l/akc^, from#his own 
their merit to find its remuneration or re- knowledge, he would say, that he w^as as 
w'ard ? The only reward w hi^ they could cool and intrepid as any man in action, 
receive was from the watchiiu cftTentioii of anc3^ that his generosity was shewn no- 
thc house over their purse, and to present where in a more conspicuous maniKU* than 
any unnecessary burdens btihg imposed in the field of battle. He not only dis- 
oii them. .From these Qonsideratioiis, he tinguished himself for Jiis humane atten- 
felt it his duty to oppose the motion. tioii in vtsiliiig the sick and wounded, hut 

The ClumceUor of the Exchcqmr said, that Ik* oft^n supplied their wants from Ills mvii 
he should not feel it necessary to trouble means. Ilis table was not only open to 
the house vMth many observations, as the his brother ofiicers, hut his VAine went to 
grounds stated by his noble liiend a])- the sick and woundetl of the pri\aic 
peared so generally to meet the apiu’oba- soldiers. 1I(‘ did not think that the hon. 
tion of the house, lie perfectly agreed baronet would condenm an exjieiiditurc of 
>vith the hon. baronet who spokt* last, that this nature, or think ihat his family shouh^ 
the people of England had a right nowg suffer from his well-direet(‘d liberality, 
and at all times, to (daim froili ihiit l^^use IMr. Bankes said, that, under all the cir- 
a vigilant attention to the economical ma- curnstances of the case, he must agree in 
nagemeiit of their alEiirs ; but he believed voting for the motion. He liclicved, in ge- 
the hon. baronet would itot rorr inec the neral, that the rewardingmerit was the best 
house or the country, that parsimony in cfouoiuy ; yet although he agreed in the 
rewarding eminent services was the best propriety of the pension bedng now gianh'd, 
or truest economy. If, as the hon^ baronet he did not bi lieve that the housi' could 
had staled, the present times were limes ever have been persuadcil t(» agree to it, 
flif great peril, there w'as the moie ncces- if it had been applied for immt'diately after 
sity for marking their sense of distinguish- the battle of Delhi, and when lord Lake 
ed military ser\iccs. IJe eould not see held such important and lucrative situa- 
vvhat practical object could be accom- tions. He believed that he ( airied his 
pbshed by declamations on tlie merits of vtishes as far as any man for r\eiy possi- 
the people of England, although it was hie rctrenchnii'ut in the puhlit. expeiuh- 
undoubtedlv true that they had eoftsidera- tin e, but he diM-lanned the ifh'a ol' parti¬ 
ble merit in bearing so well the hurdens ejipating in th.e s(’ntiinents whndi had been 
which the necessity of the times ini])Osed delivered by the hou. baronet, and wdneh 
upon them. Hut how was this icunt to he (onceived would produce no other 
be rew^arded ? Was it by giving them efiect e\c(‘pt to cause disiontcnt. Hi‘ 
pensions of this nature.^ Il not, he did disapproved, generally, of the wMjit of 
not see how lhat argument bore upon the discrimination on the part of ministers, in 
present que.stion., ^The hon. baronet had bestowing titles upon persons who had not 
talked, of the unexampl(^ means whic h sittlicicnt fortune to support their rank, 
the crown possessed oi‘rewarding merit oi' and t^ho must then bec ome either pen- 
this sort. He knew" of no such iinex- ► sioners of the crown, or burdens upon the 
amy^led means; and the hon. haronet peo))le. Theie were more pensions of this 
migb*t have known, that the cTown was sor^- givyn to persons of the uio.st distin- 
limitcd in the power of granting pensions guished rank thJn the country w"ere aware* 
on the Civil List,•and couj^ not give a of. As tea public Monument, he did not 
greater pension than 1,200/. per annum, believe tlierc as any case since the death 
which, after all deductions, woul^iot pro- of lord Howe, where that honour w as con¬ 
duce more than 800/. per annuinV^lcar; ferred on any military oflicer.sl except 
and that would be evidently inadequate those w"ho di(*d or received wounds in the 
for the reward of such services as those of field of battle. He begged l«avo, how- 
lorc^ Lake> ^ ever, to assure the military men who were 

General Gascc^ne observed, that while ^tbe personal friends of loi’d Lake, that in 
the hon. baronet thougjit that the merit of any observations he made, he w as only 
lord Labe was no ground for the pension, actuated by public motives, amJ by no 
a noble lord who sat behind him (lord means washed to derogate from the cha- 
Folkestone) had contended, that tltffie? racter or services of that gallant officer, or 
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to take away any thing from the fame and 
glory which he had aetjuired. 

Lord G. Canndhh agreed with the hon. 
nieniber who spoke last, that titles ought 
not to he bestowed without great consi¬ 
deration, ])Oth of the services of the indi- 
^ idiial and of Iiis means to support the 
dignity and independence of the peer^e. 
lie thought tin* peerage was often wry 
improjjerly given to inilitary men, whose 
s(u*vices were by no means of the first 
order. I'his, h(u\'ever, was not^the case 
witli respect to tlie gallant oflicer, .whose 
merits and Avhose claims were now under 
con ideiMtion. Tic shouhl think tiie liouse 
would a<‘t in a niggardly manner, if they 
\ver(“ to refuse what was now" proposed for 
the family of lord Lake. 

i\Ir. Lj/til(Uon said, that although he did 
**diol preUaid lo be ti pi^rfect judge id‘ the 
military imuals of lord Lake, yet every 
body had agreed that the merits of the 
noble lord were conspicuous, and that if 
tliey v\eie not ol“ the first class, they at 
leas! approximated very much to the first 
t ias-. In^le.ul of wishing that services of 
this natuie should he n vvardod by the 
crown, w ithout the intt rvention of parlia¬ 
ment, he should wish tlu* rew ards of merit 
and public service to flow more immedi¬ 
ately from the people. He washed the 
pali*opag(^ of the crown was retrenched ; 
and he. thought the ministers wa^uld have 
come down to the liouse witli mm'h more 
glare, if, wlien they made an a[)plicatlou 
for this grant, tlu'V had pointed out a cor¬ 
responding retrenchment. • 

Tin*- Srcrclury at [f ar bore testimony to 
the proh'ssional merit and important ser¬ 
vices of loid lyake. He thought, that upon 
constitutional grounds, it would be dan¬ 
gerous and inifirdper that poverty and the 
peerage should he associalt d together. • 
Mr. Ticnin/ expressed a fear, Uiat it 
would be considered, that tlie house sTicw- , 
cd too great a readiness to dispose of the 
public money. He agreed implicitly with 
the hon. liaronct, that the hous«? shoVld 
anxiously watch over the expenditure of 
the public money ; but he Aid not think 
the people would tliank him for his anxiety 
in w atching over the public expenditure, 
m far as to refuse a well-merited reward 
to a ‘galliyit officer. The first question 
which he thought ought to be considered 
was, whetlier he had deserved the peerage 
or not; and secondly, whether the grant* 
proposed was a proper one. He would 
not however allow^ that whenever a peer- 
was granted ou account of military 


services, a pension should be voted by 
that h\)usc. He should now take the oppor¬ 
tunity to lay in his daim to protest against 
this doctrine iai a lutui^j day, if it should be 
proposed in ^favour of ochbr new-made 
peers; but':^s for lord Lake, it must b j al- 
low"(‘d that itw"as almost impossible for any 
British c*jJicet' to be placed in a higher or 
more responsible situation than he was; 
and tljien th<; question would be, how did he 
perform his duty in that situation } It had 
bcH'ii generally Admittial, that no officer 
could have conducted himself with more 
integrity. He could speak from the 
means of information which the situation 
he liad laUdy held (President of the Board 
of Coutroul) gave him. The merits of 
lord Lake Avere not merely in the field of 
battle, but he conducted himself with 
great ability in some delicate negociatlous 
with the n^ilive powers of India. He 
t}iou|?hl» a person placed in a Jiigh and 
responsible situation, and who was emi¬ 
nently successful, did dcsiave the peerage, 
and that tlie grant [iropused was not too 
much. Tin; utmost pension wdiich the 
crown had the powder of bestowing, which 
W'as 1200/. j>er amuiin nominally, but 
really no more* than SCO/, wwld be 1)^ 
no means an adequate rcinuneratiou for 
such services. As to a public monument, 
he could wish that that honour should be 
reser ved t*xclusively to those generals wdio 
K'ceivcd their death in the field of battle. 
The F.ast India company were, however, 
often liberal in those things; and as his 
principal services had been perfonncHl in 
India, he thought it would be becoming 
ill them to take this part of the expence 
upon themselvi's. 

Mr. W. Smith said, that frgm the argu¬ 
ments he had now" heard, he Avished to re¬ 
tract the opinion he haci* expressed about 
the public moi»nient. He delendfcd the 
observations of the hon. baronet from the 
constructions Avhich had been put upon 
them. •• 

Sir F, Bordett said, that he had been 
most entirely misrepresented by the right 
hon. the chai?ikellor of the exchequer as 
to Avhat he had said about the means which 
the cr^y:A-possessed of rewarding eminent 
services. He had not alluded to the pen¬ 
sion list, or thought of it; he alluded di¬ 
rectly to the great offices, sinecures and re¬ 
versions, which ministers always pretaid- 
ed were necessary, in order to allow the^ 
crown the means of rewarding ^eminent 
services. He was surprized that the right 
ko:s^ gent, should haye mistaken his mean- 
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ing so widely, especially when that right 
-hon. gent, needed not to look beyoliid his 
own family to know what sort of sinecures 
and reversions the crown had to b**stow as 
the reward of eminent service^. Ifniinistors 
had come down and told the house, ihat 
it was parliament alone which ought to 
assign the rew'ard to eminenWseitf'iees, and 
that therefore all those useless sinecures, 
reversions, and incumbrancej^ should bt^ 
done away, the question should lie entire¬ 
ly altered, and he shoiSld then Ijave no 
objection to vote a liberal remuneration 
for any eminent services performed to the 
country: the right hon. gent. best*'kne\v 
what kind of services it was, wdiich was 
rewarded by such sinecures as his family 
and many others possessed. Their emi¬ 
nent services might be w ell known hv ihc 
seiTantsof the crown, but the jRople of 
the country knew nothing ,^'.ibout them. 
Whenever the slightest ser\iee Was ren¬ 
dered wdiich could bear the light, or which 
could be stated to parl.ianient, theri^ was 
immediately an application for a reward, 
which was not to come from what was in 
the pationage of the <TOwn, but from an 
additional burden imposed on the pco]>le. 
^4n bon, gen. (IMr. Bankes) had thoimht it 
necessary to disclaim his jioiitical opini¬ 
ons, and all participation in them. Tin’s 
disclaiming ot the hon, gent, sliould not, 
however, make him hesitate to state those 
opinions to the house, whenever he wms 
convinced that he w^as prompted by no 
indirect views that he was labouring from 
no party motives, or any wish to bring in 
one set of ministers or turn out another ; 
but exercising that duty of a member of 
parliament which he conceived himself 
most peculiarly called upon to discharge. 
—Standing, as he tbd, on a great constitu¬ 
tional ground, Re‘did not 1‘eel that he was 
calleS upon to enter inttFa discussion on 
the personal merit of lord Lake. Discus-, 
sions of this sort were always most disa¬ 
greeable ; and there could be nothing 
more painful to a gentleiiraB than to he 
obliged 10 say thing which wmulcl ap¬ 
pear to derogate from tli^ierit of a gal¬ 
lant olficer who was no more, and who 
appears to have been beloved^wftd per¬ 
haps very deservedly, by his brother of¬ 
ficer. He should, however, say, that the 
ggrvices ol lord Lake w ere not of the most 
mtingutshed rank; they w^ere nothing 
Ke the services of lord Nelson. He did* 
Hjat knvw that the country owed any par- 
jBhlar gratitude to him ; and he thought, 
^^f one teath part of the rewards-aduc h 


I had been given to lord Lake in his life¬ 
time had been distributed among many 
other gallant officers, whose merits had 
been unrew^arded, the ariny w^ould have 
been much better oonteiueil. It was the 
opinion of many persons that Jii> rewairds 
far exceeded his services. As to the great 
victoiy that was spoken of ut Delhi, he 
miKt ask, wdio ever w^enl to liulia that did 
notwin battles? When the brilliant vic¬ 
tories of lord Lake were mentioned, he 
might, if he plca>ed, Ku iition also some 
remarkable failures. Ho did m^t wish, 
however, to go into this discussion, lie- 
cause he rested his argument not upon the 
circumstances of tlii^ peruhar (um‘, but 
upon the general conslilutmnal giouiid. 
lie would’ not be prevailed upon by any 
false colouring of tl.e services of this man, 
or of that man, to dcjiart from the ge neric 
ground of objection wliii li he had consi¬ 
dered it his duty to make*. lie should, 
therefore, persevere in taking the se nse of 
tlu' house ; he should use this common 
expression, uhhongh in ‘ fad the siaise of 
the house' was known as well before a di¬ 
vision as alUr it. Another riglu lion, 
gent. (Mr. Tierney) had appealed ^ery 
anxious to guard himself fnun any susjn- 
cion that, by his vote to-night, he was 
depaiting from tliose politii al opinions 
wliicli he professed hluKself to have been 
.so constantly attached to. Tlu‘ right hon. 
gent, might make himself quite easy up¬ 
on that bead, lie might be sure that he 
would not be suspected oi’ lu'ting from 
•any other sort of principles than those 
which had hitherto guided his political 
conduct. Afur the explanation which 
ha<l been made of tlu* stmtiments he had 
belore dfcli\ered by an hon. gent, he did 
not feel it necessary for* him to make any 
blither explanations; but as be conceived 
that#the present motion went to lay an 
additional and unnecessary im umbiance 
on the buithencd and exhausted p(*ople of 
tins country, he must p» rsevere in his in- 
tinition* of resisting it to the utmost, and 
dividing the house upon it. 

Mr. Blddulpli stated his sentiments short¬ 
ly against the motion, as he thought there 
was sufficient aliility in the crown to grant 
the nece.ssary reward.—The gallery wau 
then cleared for a division. Wliile*stran¬ 
gers w(3re excluded, the house divided 
twice. The first was upon the gi ant of the 
pension generally; Ayes 210; Noes 20. 
—The second division was upon the pen¬ 
sion being granted from the date of- the 
battle at Delhi: Ay^js 202; Noes 13, 
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iioush or co^p7()s^7, 

Mondu]^, rcbrnari/ iiih 

Mediation of Russia and Aus- 
THIA.]-T-Mt. Wliilhread ro^ct and .sjxdu! 
mcmly as follows:—Mr. Sjn-cJur; It lias 
been aiiiiouiiced, in t!»e Spiech delivered 
by llie Lords Coniniissioner.s at the opAniiijij 
of tlie present session f>f pariiainent, that 
this is llie crisis (d’tlie fate of the eonntry; 
and I believe Ihe^assrilitni to l>o true. At 
various ejM)clis of the v, ar, persons speaking; 
in this and the oilier house of jKoWaiiKMit,. 
have Used the epithets alarmin*;, disastrous, 
tremendous ; anti caeli has appealed to 1)0 
appropriate to the jieriod at whieh it was 
spoken, till at lenulh an accinnuialion of 
events has brou::ht ns to the crisis of our 
#fatc. It still if'maiiJ'to l)e d<Ti.le<!, whelher 
that crisis shall lead to the tleshurtion or 
the salvation of ihe empire. I }>iofess my- 
hell’lo he of a di^pijsiljon raiher simmiine 
innjio the piessuie (d’ pohlieal dif;cu!tit*s ; 
and I am so, not only i'loni etaisl'twtioii of 
mind, but uLo iij;ou the prineiple, lliat no 
iijan oujiht to enter into tiie hu.'ii,: ss t>f 
public hfe, vMilioul a delcfmir/.dion never 
to desjfair ol’ l!ie pul>hc welfare. Such is 
the power of line wisdom, whiai onre ap¬ 
plied to the eond\i >'4 of Ijoman adaiis; sueh 
is what may be termed il? v/s //.s*.sr ^ 
lhal no situation can lie ima^/ined so tlespe- | 
rale as not to <*dmit ot reuovlv U is ab- i 
solntelv iiecesvapv, howewr, to use liie 
time whieh ^et remains, wiili diMrehon, 
and we aie in. a situation in wlileh no f(e*h , 
cnor can he eomml’led with impimity. j 
I have fell it tlieu fore to be itiv duty at 
this pailicular moment, to bno;: to I lie re- ' 
rolleelion of the house the tiansaclions of i 
the last few' montlis, to |no))ose the ex- ' 
pression of an opiino!i ujnm ihe corulact ! 
of ministers with re’jjaul to onr foi\'i;.;n rc- | 
hit ions duriiii); the tune lliey have been in»i 
power, and a mmio of proi eediin<> fv>r the | 
future.—I am not presnnrptnous jnonsdi to i 
imagine, lliat what I sh.dl snlmiit to >')nr 
con side t;iil ion will prove an iidlilllble reme- 
cly; blit at liie same lime I liave u right to 
hope that my advice, if adopted, may pro¬ 
bably, oV possibly at least, lead to pohtiral 
salvation; i’or the exporinunt winch I have ( 
in view, l»^i.s been lutlieilo absolubdy un- | 
tried. We are at present, in rny view and j 
estimate of things, giovelling in error. I 'hij , 
country js in a stale of delusion, which was i 
at the first artificially created, and has been 
kept up from time to time for iuleresied 
purposes, till at last*the whole communitv 

V... V 


appears to be, in an alarming <le»ree, the 
loo wijijiig slave of its nw n })^ejl)dire^. My 
(djieeLj|»H^!isp('I thc^v“ cIihkIs to lead the 
house,%uul llm country fojhe true kifow- 
ledge ortl^e eirrunntaneis in which we 
stand, to afccii.iin win dier onr ruin be iiie- 
vilablc, and <iiir sa!v,i!.o.i impossible; to 
induce you to lu'S im.t5'‘e lioih to your- 
sebes and olln rs ; {iias, if il should *)!f;ise 
(jroif that'lid's great u >f:<m should ..t hist 
be overcome, wvi iriuy nu’ei onr fate with 
the resolution of men wlio h<;d done all 
1 w liicli (iv pended upon dm»n tonvoilil; ami 
j tiial'il we do I 'T.^h, we iiyli nsl eniv peridi 
' m the liiiin oi’day.—' ir, 1 de) not mit'iei to 
I iiriiig boiVjte theimms; !ho d.N!■ e s of nuy 
of onr eonntrynen iiom Pn* war; 

and indeed 1 lia\e refu.med fimn al; nf'- 
j inUe enquiry into the jKJitieuLti embm i 
I meiils iVh mvaiious of our most imp.oitant 
j hiafitix'^ oT eonimeue, led I s!;onid be 
'i leinpied to dwell on tile <bhail of ftiich 
! giievatjce*;. and upjU'er to eomine llie niut- 
, ter lUAV hel’me me to iiaiioo', or to pmJy 
I grounds ; or to niduee the iiouM* to adopt 
I a plan oi* action ibunded upoii lhal, which 
} e>r I'orh’ would not aifo’ii its jusliiication. 
j lint there aie many s*-mpUiins contirnHi^g 
j tin: ^tatelllent n .uie m Ilie s]W'e(!i oi‘ the 
i Isolds (h>mini>>:one!‘., whirls it is impos-^i- 
ble totally to ovdlook. d'he nm-A |)romi- 
neip of tin mine the jre'miniis, now iyng 
upon ynir tubh , pulsing ym to enlvise bis 
to 4 liter into a u goliation at the 
fiL^t eoiivrmenl nppoiluniiy and wliicii wo 
me told, lease alo ,uiv bex'ii sygiied, fyv no 
less tiiaii fi(^!n timtv to forlv thonsaud 
prisons. Idivse pelitions leavo Ibis peeu- 
iiar character about tlumi, that tlu*y are 
the stumtaneous e\ple''si<^i^'^•of those who 
have signed tluni. In tjiis \iew% they ilc- 
maud our pcimbur al'enbom iVp* how¬ 
ever strong (Tnr j)aitv diMsions may be, 
however contoutious our deindes, 1 think 
that no one will pu^iinie to uiy, ihaj any 
paity inihienco lias beta used for life pnr- 
[>ose of praniring iheni. .\l former times, 
it is w'ell kntavn lleat^hc whole weight of 
persons (d'consideiatiou in the country, has 
been exerted to induce ])iy:iicnlar couulics, 
diblrkts, or towns, to come forward to ex- 
)>ress their opinions, either with regaul to 
wars that might be llu'n dojnmding, or 
upon liny other subject of ^mlilieal injpor^ 
fance. Such has not lieen the case at j>re - 
sent. Here give me leave to observe, tli^tt 
such juditions have at different fimcs pro- 
the most Ijcncfieiftl elfecls. Whot 

*put an end to the Amctlc'ah war, but the 

•I u • . • , ^ 
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of the people? Whnt produced 
lliose ju lilioiis, l>iit tJie luinouaf cojise- 
C{ueiicci5 of tliijt ^viir, \>liich \vai /-Vs com- 
ijienrcificnl, Hurinj^ a great j\Vl of \\s 
progress, a pojmlar war ] It wa.<jot till the 
stagnalion of ctuiiinerce, whicvi at length 
took place as one of its deplorable effects, 
that the j»eoplc were roused to a sense of 
their situation ; when roused, their efl'orts 
j)i(M}iieed the peace of w'nieh no„oiie 

uill now sav was not u bU^siiig to the coun¬ 
try, liul the petitions in those instances 
woie CAelleii and supported by sir (ieoige 
Sa\d!e, and otu’r men of high chafaetcr 
and eniineme in their day ; these nn>v be- 
foie y>n aie the nnsoliciltd expressions of 
the leclnig^ (>!' the people. Observe iheii 
(haiaelei, their tone, and their temper, 
'rhey relate tiu‘ distresses of the jjetitioners 
without evaggeralion, they pp)pose, nntst 
n sj.etifullv, liieirwish thalan alte!»]il*niay 
be made to jnit an eiul to the war, by the 
fontnjuanec of wliicli lh.ey decline that 
their rtiiii will be j)rodii(ed; but at the 
same time lliey nnmfully assert, that if llie 
demands of the enemy should he found 
nnieasonahle, or inconsistent with tin. Iio- 
\^iir of tile coniitry, they will perisli lather 
than snhmil. Their moderation calls for 
our ijppKiuse, their sufi'eiings must excite 
our attention, and in their final resolution 
we must be all pnpare<l to join.—Many 
gentlemen have delivered their sentiments 
m this house upon the propriety and policy 
of tiiese petitions. I am afraid the majo¬ 
rity of ppinirns is against them; and cer¬ 
tainly whateier iidhience has been exerted, 
iias Ik cn adv( rse to their adoption. Hut 
Muii altiitipls ha\e iieen, and must be in 
tJ;eii nature ^/ain. 1 also think tiiein un- 
I’oii.stiiutional and inipolilic.—I am glad to 
M.e lli^ fietitions upon tlie table of the 
liouso. first, because 1 knbw that wleri 
jieople feci acutely, they will express tin ir 
feelipp, and that if driven from what is 
their'ordinary course, they must rCsSort to 
a channel which would be neilli^r so desira¬ 
ble nor so constitutional, ^^ecoridly, be¬ 
cause 1 believe that the p^ent ministers 
arc. extremely unwilling to negofiaic, and 
1 am desirous in the actual circum^nces 
of the country, lliat they should be forced 
to make an experiment, w hich (I repeat) 
lias^ucveir 3f€i|ieeiJ tried. It is absurd to 
suppose the petitions can give en- 
(our^pimnt to the ei*eniy. He must be 
with the slate of the country, 
if he were not, the very attemgt^to 
iiojiui peti! ions, would proveto bin? 


— Mr. Whilhrcad^s Modon rdalive to [804- 

Iwo Ihijigs .-—first, that the distress actually 
exists, and, secondly, that you are afraid of 
its being known. Jfv the very attempt to 
conceal yon reveal the fact. Therefore, 
sir, 1 trust that tliesepetitions wiliumitiply, 
and that they will adlieie lo the same tein- 
peiate, firm, and lespeclful language which 
lias^ntheilo been used. If 1 were to de¬ 
vise u form in wliicb peAitioners should ad¬ 
dress thi^ house, most meritorious for feel¬ 
ing, for manly fortitude,,>and fur respect to 
the body liefore w-liom lliey appear, I 
shoukf with perfect salisfadion exemplify 
iny idea^ in the words of the Dolton peti¬ 
tion. [line the hon. gent, read tlie said 
Betilloii, which will be found at Feb. 2^2.] 
^ir, it i.s necessaiY, however, for me lo 
obser\(‘, that these pel i I ions have had no 
mfhience upon my conduct on tliis day', 

1 have not c()rres]>OKde(l, or had any com- * 
municalion with any of tiie {ictilioiiers. 

I have neilher impelled lliein, nor am 
I impelled by them. 1 act upon a delibe¬ 
rate vivw of the eireumslantes of the 
coimtiN. 1 certainly take upon myself 
a great weight of responsibiblv, both as to 
llie arti*sv!t‘. and as to the lime of perform¬ 
ing it; but a.s 1 can liave no hesitulioii as 
to the cxjiedieiiry of subinitling my propo¬ 
sition to pailiament, so it appears to me, 
that this of all (Ahers, is the luoment in 
which the step ought lo be taken. 1 have 
waited for some time afler tlie pioductioii 
of the papers, wlucli by llie Kings com¬ 
mand weie laid njion the table of the 
ifouse, for the pin pose of obtaining further 
information, some of which lias been af¬ 
forded by Ji.mi^teis, Imt no ralional hope 
tail now b(! entertained that they will 
concede furl her on this point. And if any 
one could ha\e tiatleied liirnself, that from 
France would iui\e come any additional 
overtifres, 1 think that expectation must 
now be at an end. 'i he period of the year 
is advniicing, in w hieh the armies will begin 
to j^rurcli. W c are in a most critical situa¬ 
tion with regard to .\meriea, and every 
thing seems to portend, tliat if the present 
moment ho loVt, none other so favourable 
can occur.—The circumstances in which 
we stand are rendered more alarming, 
from the spirit and conduct of administra¬ 
tion. Putting aside, for the jtrcseiit, all 
consideration of the ineans by which they 
/ibtained their power, 1 look only to their 
character, while in power; and if I con¬ 
template the repulsive arrogance of their 
cominunicatjons, their destructive activity 
of enterprize, llieir jicrplexed and crud« 
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f^/Forts at commercini reffiihtioii, mixed 
w'ith tiie symptoms of narrow-iiiiiideil and 
cruel policy, which I see in this house, if 
the fate of the country he really doomed, 
it appears to me that they are expressly 
designated for its consummation. What 
has liappened upon the conlincnt within 
the period of their official life ? Aftey the 
dissipation of the delusion so widely dif¬ 
fused, respectinop the eventnal success of 
the allies in the hist ram])aign, and of the 
error under which we lahourecf, as to the 
triumph of the Ilnssians in tlie hatlle of 
Eylau; after the Prussian monaich had 
.twice refused the oveituies of Fiauee to 
conclude peace, and rejeet('.d ihe aiini^iice 
which was signed in his name, some alt.urs of 
lesser importanee were siieeecded hy the 
lialtle of Heilsbron, w hich was immedialply 
followed up by the fatal battle of Fricd- 
Jand, in wbiebthe remnant of the Piussian 
monarchy was consumed, the remaining 
forces of the Russian empiio completely 
defeated and put to flight, and the rtsserljon 
whicii 1 made in this lioiise, in the latter 
end of the last session of parliament, was 
verified, the Emperor of Russia was pros¬ 
trate at the feet of rraiiee. 1 wmII not 
now enter into any detail of the eomplaints 
which have been brought liy iiiis^ia against 
this country, for neglecting to assist-lier in 
the moment of Iier need. 1 will not 
enquire whether the piedceesswis of the 
present administration weie (»r were not to 
blame, whellier they did or did not de<‘ci\c 
the Emperor of Russia. 1 wiM grant* it 
either w'ay, for Ihe purpose of avoiding 
controversy upon that point to-iiight; and 
in the view of my argument, it is nniin- 
portant which of these sfalemeiils he true; 
but this is certain, lliat for the ca cuts, which 
1 have just mentioned, the pre^eur miuisrcrs 
are not icsponsible. No, their ic>J)onsibi- 
lily arises from far diliorent causes. Dcu* 
mark in the course of the last suiuwicr has 
been attacked, insulted and cabimni^ted: 
but she has been left with her strength 
unimpaired, and from a neutral forced 
into the situation of an enemy.—Russia, 
from an ally, is now in arms against you, 
America is on the eve of war, and the 
opportunity of obtaining a decision in our 
favor, whbn decision had become necessary, 
absolutely and entirely lost. In the place 
of that political wisdom wliich is expert at 
seizing-those moments which ioliy oT-er- 
looks and indiscretion neglects, tlie whole 
mind of the administraliun is employed in 
absurd custom-house regulations, whicli 
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nevej-can be executed, hut will only remain 
a monJ(niieiU of their jutlilicul weakncsss. 
For of Denmaik, Russ.a aiut 

Anicriflta^owards us the myiisiers are les- 
poiisible^TtSir, the war has beeji described 
liy them, pn the same speecli fiom the 
throne, as a war purely defeusive, 'Hiere 
can exist no reason, Ihercibie, against its 
teiminalion, arising out of ;my expectatiims 
of pTisitiveAdvantage which (.m be formed 
fiom.its continmwice,— it must be a f|ueslioii 
purely of terms. Our means (;-f detence, 
in the strict sense of llic ti^iC ate gieaR 
altliftiigli not pel haps a^tpialc to the 
greatness of our external j)<)^s<*ssions. Our 
means of dorcncc, by ll.c way nee 

upon the enemy, are little or muie. For, I 
w'ould ask, where is it |H)ssil)!c to uiaki* any 
impression iqiou France? Wlu ic cun you 
come in contact w ith her ? r>y\\ ii<sl na ans 

or’in»w'Iiat direction can you u^e your 
armies for the purpose of making l;ei de¬ 
sirous of peace? For my own part 1 see ^ 
no possibility of making any efteclivi* iitfack 
upon the Frencli empire, for I put entirely 
out of my cousidenilion the })ic]ios!{'ioiis 
contest of comnioicial juivulion, wludi tlie 
ministers have undertaken, and wliidi^tjs 
too probable that parliament is about to 
sanction. What hope can I lit re be that a 
great commercial nation like this should 
he able to carry on such a warlbre with a 
countn’, wliicb, from nature and sllnalion, 
is almy.st, if not altogether, iudependimt of 
eouiincree ? The suspension of our com¬ 
merce cannot be borne beyond lertaiii 
period: the annihilation of llie eonimeree 
of France would be comparatively imim- 
jiortant to Ium*, and would leave her witli 
her physical strength imimpifiied. If then 
the war he piucly defensive, and if the 
termination of it dejJeiids only upon the 
terms to be^btained from the enemy, it 
becomes us,-in the first place, to consider 
whether opportunities of entering iiitopiego- 
tialion for liie purpose of ascerlainiift( what 
terms might have been obtained, Imve not 
been lost; nml I lliiisk 1 shall be able to 
shew to the nouse, that there have bet ii 
moments in tlie course of liie last, lew 
moiAbs, wliich, if wisely improved, might 
at least have been used for the purpose, of 
putting the sincerity of the enemy to the 
test, and even if he had been iound jnsin- 
cere, it would have been or the utmost im¬ 
portance in nty o[i!uion, to have placed liis 
insincerity beyond all question Ur contro- 
^ T^r ^.—i do not imagine that tlie house 
will suppose itself to be precluded, from the 
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coiibuicralion of liu* jfa|H‘rs now npon the 
table, by ;u<y p irf (A‘ tlieir luhireb^ to the 
king at jlie Lei';' rnJgot’ tiie scf\i.r.O>^eeiui.>e 
the \A0je iiol then bi*ro»'frns, and 

ceriii^jilv !iiev have .hetwpnt there 

with a \ l‘» tfieir exaivjnaiic^ii, aiul for 

tile st.cfi! of ail opinion ij[>on Uunn; or 
t!;o plating tl oui upon the table of lliis 
hon^e, v.<nj!(l bo jneie inockt'n and intuit. 
J-'iDUi an exasninalion of those papers \ fkink 
J si:a!! ht' aUe lo puoe, ♦►lat i! was owing 
to iniMtiaV-'eeraent, and not to the nhjiobsi- 
bliily t>f the Ibing, that nogafiation did not 
eoiMiicoM' ailerViii* neai e ofl'iisit; t^at it 
>\as ovM5>g to petuiaiue, and if possible, 
niou' dagrant inisieanagenient, that 
the olFer made b\ Austria to mediate 
between tins eouiUrv ami Tranfe, in the 
Jiiorilhs of Nov. and Jan. last, was not 
iUiiitMl to Mjrli an aieoniit as ^ifghl ha'.e ! 
open<‘d the dooi to negoeialion.—.^ii, I | 
]jv\g the liotisc to do me the juslire to d^- ! 

I einnnv.de, and to do the .politioners aho | 
tile jiistiee i(» disenminiJe, belwa ( n negoc.a- 
tioii and peace. 'I liey (U) not desite vm, 
and I am not endf inoniing fo ])ersnade 
}on, to foiee maiisteis into the inaKing of 
tij^asty anfl dishonoinahlc jieace ; no di'- 
aster (o thus t tniiilr> eonid [le so great as 
di'-hononr; ami we had raiher peiish tJnin 
incur it —all I wish is to m!(fccei\’e you 
upon the t'vainiiles of ia.inre in the late 
and tbuner a'dem]>ts lo negueiate, and l>y 
shewing u>u, that in no one instancv h.is 
iicgo< ialion with rtaaee la en so (ondurted 
us to bring the inatiei to tins decisb(‘ point, 
that p.eare raniilil raic be <ii>;inmd, ap|d> 
ing tl!e worti to tl’e su'riod in whiih 
such ncgociation was going on, <ir na^iid 
lia^e been entered into, and thenca lo piov«’, 
that it would lie /‘Xjiefiiimt lo eifur into 
negociaWon, and that siudi negotiation miglit 
be rommenced with the hope of a f«»\oiir 
ahi(‘issue. Sir, soon afbr ili»'i/atije ol 
Fuedland, and before tlie -jjeaee ot Tilsit 
had been conritided, l»>rd (i. L. (b»wei ar¬ 
rived at Meinei, as ambass^ador %i\tra(>nli 
nary from the rourt^oi’ Loij^)!j lo that of 
Sb Petersbur',d3,'and lie apj)earsiMiniediateI\ 
tohiiveaddiesscd a letter to Gen. Bndbeig, 
minister for foreign a fl airs of tlie enipcVor 
Alexander, requiring some informution as 
to the transactions tiicn going forward ; for 
the letter leave is an <2ff6M7er from 
gem Uudberg to lord Granville I.eve$ou, fp. 
l!o] informing him Uiat^he report he had- 
heard of the eonclnsion of tiie armistice 
true : and tfral it had received itg im- < 
||P|ailioi]|f la fuvt the ‘driuiiitice was ratlfi< d 


on the :7d of June ; the battle of Fried land 
iiaviug t)een fought luion the idtii. Here 
I think it uecessaiyd^^ express my opinion 
on liie siildeot of the paxtee of l-ibit. Mi¬ 
nisters have desciihed it in their detflariilion, 
as a peace injuiious to the interest of the 
Fus^iun emj>ue ; as Lining been concluded 
in ati^nomeut of clespondeiicy and alurni; 
us dlsgriueful to the emjreror, uikI us detii- 
incnlal to the iuloiesN of his empire.— 1 
am loudly of a dilleicn^opinion. In one 
word, I conceive it to have been llie Sidva- 
tion of the enqu'ror, and of his empire. 
Ministers niusl know' that after tlic haUle of 
Fiiedland, there was nothing like a llu^^siai^ 
ainn in existence ; that the corps oftresops 
uliidi leniamed were dving in every direc¬ 
tion, without order, and w'ithout a possild-^ 
lity of their heitig rallied ; and limt llieu’ 
nunUhers were so reduced, that they would 
in!V(‘ been ui.vddc, if they could have been 
‘»gain hujiight logellier, lo have atfordod 
aiA rt'sistancf' whatever b> the <-uemy. 'Mie 
pe;KC c5‘ 'I il-'d was not only justiliabie, but 
ii<iij--peuMbly nctessary to the emperor of 
liri'Nia. I cannot help adding, that to me 
it appears to have been a markof tlie most 
coiisriUiinaie jioiiiical wisdom in the Freiicli 
emptior to miike tln.t peace : that he 
stopped, at the very' moment when he ouglit 
I lo bate st<'pperi ; and Unit what has been 
j consideied as a iiiiblary blunder, (the not 
j }Mnsuiiig and externnnatiMe, as he <eitainly 
I roohl ba\e tlone, upoT» all imlit try calcula- 
1 ' ion, tlu' lemali u J o*f the Hu''S,un forte,) 

' as not onK an act of u^ibcai.nue on his 
, pail, but an ;uo of gieat piudence and sa- 
' i2at ilv.— Ibit, >dr, lo relniii (i.e corres- 
I pondeuce. On tlie ‘iSih of June, loril 
' (iianviile I evrsmi vvioie iviother letter to 
I gt'ii. JUullnou, in whidi he expiesses his 
I abmu at llio sibince ol geii. JhaliKTu upon 
I llie suhjerl ofue^^oK-iation in romeit, and 
! th ckires the r« adiiH'ss c»f llu couit of Lon¬ 
don to enl« r into snih negoriahon, ending 
the ^ifteuce willi this expression, ‘‘ since it 
bad made war {meaning Kiiglaiid), for the 
sole pur|)nse <‘f oiditinmg a seture and per¬ 
manent peaie.” [p. I lO.J —Sii, that expres¬ 
sion from the pen of the noble lord yvhom I 
am glad lo see present at our dt liberations, 
is most renn.ikabie; tor I liiirik that noble 
lord iniglit have said, and could not but say 
consistently with ins foimer flerlarations, 
which are also upon Ihe table of this house, 
that Englami would never make peace un¬ 
til she had completely destroyed the power 
of Buonapaite. Sir, l*l>eg to read to you 
an article ol the treaty of eonfederution be-* 
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tween England, Austria, and Russia, exe¬ 
cuted on tlie 1 Ith of April 1805, thcrera of 
the last disastrous coalition against France, 
wliicli is signed by lord G. L. Gower; thal 
article designates the object of the league, 
and what it is jiroposed to carry into tfleet 
by the roiicerl ajjainst France, naniely, 
“ The evaciratioii ot' the country of lyiiio- 
ver, and of the north of Ciermany; Tlie 
establishment of the independence of the 
republics of Holland and Switzerland ; The 
re establishineut uf the king of Sarjfinia in 
Piedmont, \vitli as large an angmentalion 
of territory as circumstances will admit; 
The future siicuiity of the kingdom of Na¬ 
ples, and the complete evacuation of Italy 
{the island Elba included) by the Fiench 
forces; 'Fhe establishment of an order of 
tiiinji'* in Enro}u‘, vvhii'h may efiertuaflx 
gnaranloe the independence of the different 
5:a!es, and piesent a solid harrier aganist 
future usurpations.'*—The Ia«t virtiele is a 
geneialiiy iipoii which we need not dwell, 
but 1 Ihinli no man in his senses could liace 
h'.id in contemplation the acroinplishnient 
of any of the former articles, wliich are sjn - 
cihe, without at the same time conlempiai- 
ing the entire demolition of the power of 
the French empire. 1'licrefore, .Sir, I am 
much surprised to find the expres^^ion I Iiuve 
quotiil in tlie leltev of the nobie lord ; and 
1 do not Ifjinktlmt with truth and justice it 
can he said, that the sole pnr[>ose t)(‘ the 
war madt‘ by England has been the old.lin¬ 
ing a secure and ])erinanent peace. If it 
had, tlie war might have lici ii ccncluded 
•long ago. Indeed it need never ha\c been 
undertaken. This letter of my lord (han- 
villc Iawcsoh is followed by a note from 
gen. Budberg to ,liis excellency, dated at 
Tilsit Oil the .loth of .lune. [p. 111,| I hjg 
the house to reniaik that this eorro^pond- 
oneo began only eight days after the battle 
of Friedland; and that the Idler from 
wliich I am now about to qmde was yvrit- 
ten by gen. Budberg, sevciul da^^ beiDre 
the trt atx of'iMsil was signed, 'i’hi') letter 
contains ‘several reproaches against England 
for tardiness and want of co opeialion in 
the war,. As 1 liave before said, I will put 
aside for the present, any coiisidciaiioii of 
the justice or injustice of those complainls; 
but one canuot help observing, that these 
complainls iMg< (l on the part of the enific- 
lorof Hussia,in the numicut of irvitalion* 
aiKidi&a|Vl«)intnienl,even if ill-founded, were 
exeiisahle, and on tlie other hand tlicir hav¬ 
ing been made, is no*proof of their being 
li ue, ijir, ministers by the manner in whicli 
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they have publicly pressed themselves in 
their (IWdaij^lons, and also in tins iiouse, 
would5.^1* you conceive that the oifer of 
inediaiu,;| II(’sailed fiom the'tieaty ofTiKit 
ahuu', w’lu\ Ml jKiini of fac t liie fiistmtfor 
of mediali(/ii w as mad*; in this iiole of gen, 
Budberg, liefore the treaty of 'Filsit had 
he(‘ii execuled, and not (ndy Indbie the 
tieat^ had ^een e\eculed, but so imu.y days 
before that event, ar.d so shoU a liojc after 
the signature of i*lie anmstice, as to nnike it 
Mnp(»ssil)le that all plaiw'V hicli aie 

atlnbiiled to Bus-ia and I'l 'Ace. of a con¬ 
ceit tor the puipose of Ijigl.md, 

could have b* en eiil'ied n.'o, \\ Ik n this 

offer was first mvub'it was i:Jicl<::^::<*{l willi 
the (dfetisive liniitallon (sf tune, luam wliii h 
so much stress has been lairl TIw’ *‘lfcr 
is comeiM’d in lliese leir.e.liable words: 

“ ’'Ijhc Einj^M'or my inash i (/lleia ins ine- 
(iiatioirto his Biilimnic Majesty, to make 
his peace with Frair e; having a eeilamlv 
that it wM be aecephcl t>y ;he laller, 
power.” |[) ti.l] W hai Muild l>e iiiuic 
strikingly amicable on th.ej.ait (>t Bnssia than 
sLuh an ofh’r at sUc'i a mornei t, and (on- 
ceived in such lelm^? \\ Ikoi 1ue,^al^(,;^>f 
his ow'n empne w.rs at stake; afer so comi 
picle a defeat, afo r haMiig eiiiucd Ins fide¬ 
lity by njccting ail <'ouiiseI wincii luul Ijeea 
given liim by tl;e most experiesKed oiiuers 
of his ainiy, j*revious to ilu* battle of Fri* d- 
laiui, to (liter mlo negolialums with the 
('uemy ;*doid to liuor rejMK seuialions, that 
Ids anny wasr.ol in a siUralionto figol new 
hatlU's; hstemng i)idy to ftn|Ciill *)!' iionour, 
and alive only to tlie se.ilimtrttsid jidelitv to 
his aiiy ! WIkmi his hopes weie b!a''l(d, 
when lie was ieduced lo tiiC, lUMa.svily of 
making a peace, wliicli i .otijiug but net ea¬ 
sily could have extorted Irom him! iu Iho 
hour of Ins an^msli he thought npoti Eng¬ 
land, .aid ins lust consuhnation was liow 
be should be able to scru* her by iiegocia- 
lion, liaxing ineffectually liieil liis slw^iglli 
to tlie nlnni^t in d;c < «>nlcsts of the field, 
IJis fir.sl conversation xylli Bnonapurte ap¬ 
pears to have ^en diiected lo the welfare 
of England, and in the veiy first moments 
after the hnival of the king's ambassadfor, 
lie makes him an olfer of inedialioii. Not 
aecoinpanicd, as has been falsciy staled, 
with the expression oi /us Ih lkJ, iluit France 
would accept tlial uflcr of iheiliaiioii also; 
hut liaving obtaiiu tGi certain knowledge oi’ 
the acquiescence of the French emperor. — 
V\ hat ought to have been the coiidnct of 
my*i^ard GranvilleLevesonat thal moment? 
Do I presume lo say that he ought at once 
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and williout consiillin" his court, ic^ have 
accepled t!ic u/li r of iiiodiahori I That, 
certainly would not have bcoii on 

his part. Bid 1 think he ini^^javo si 
con^luelod himself, and mijijltt/havc ji^iven 
such an au'^wer, as would IiavA paved tin 
way, either to the aereplancc o1 tiio nu’dia- 
tioi! afterwards; or to the possihillK of open¬ 
ing a direct communication with rraoee, it 
the situation of Russia after liel- signing llie 
treatsliould have been* found such as to 
render the aeecptance of her oiler ofinedia- 
tion ine\pe(ii£nt.—The next paper whiel] 
we fuid i> a nHle from Mr. Ah>peii^, [p. 
lio.J tliL* iieereditt'd minister from the 
coLiit of St. l\'lershurg, to ^Ir. Seerotaiy 
Canning, doled Lmidon, the 1st of Aug. 
1^U)7, in which Mr. Alojums oilers the ine- 
^liation of Russia, in a formal rtiimner; and 
upon the giound of the tijirtej'eiilh aiticle 
of the Ircaiy of J'llsit. Here again ( h^g to 
remark, that the nffer of Mr- Aiopeus, is 
not acrompauied with any communication 
of the limitation respecting lime. The 1 dh 
article of the treaty of Tilsit, is ath ded to 
but not communicated in the note : and the 
presumption is, liiat for v\hate\er leiiijou a 
iki Illation of time might have been acceded 
to by the Emperor of Russia, in the treaty 
itself, he wished not to ofi^ud Plngland, by 
ncconipanying liis ofler ol mediation with 
the declaration that such mediation must 
be accepted or rejected within a given 
period. In point of fact l-oid Granville 
Leveson weii knew, and the king's miulsicrs, 
through him, ^Iso knew, tlr^t the Rmperor 
of Russia injlhdcd to pass hy that limita¬ 
tion of time altogellier.—the offer of me¬ 
diation by Mr. Alopeus is cimceivod in the 
most friendlj^, the most (xplieil, and tin* 
most satisfaclorv terms—lie declines that 
the Emperor of fUissia is convinced of the 
disposition of liis Britannic iflliijetty lowaids 
peace, tliat in many conversations hel<l w ith 
the of tlie Ticik h, lh< Empeior 

of Russia had Iiiid reason fo hr ronrinced 
personally, that the Emperor of the Flench 
was sincerely desiiflus of le-estabiish- 
menl of a maiitiine peace, iij)on eijiiilable 
and honour<ible principles; and he not 
only offers his juieiposiliou for the attain¬ 
ment of so desirable an end ; but he volun¬ 
tarily promises tile support of all the forces 
of Uis empire,/or insuring the performance 
of dll thc**iitipulalions of peace, whem once 
Jt ihall have taken plftco hetween Fiance 

f England; lie goes on to say, that by 
guaranty his Britannic inajest^ wiy 
liii ^hat M hich lu* has ever appeared to 


desire; and may without distrust follow 
the bent of his humane and pacific senti¬ 
ments.—Here, Sir, again it may be said, 
and perhaps justly, that the ofler of media¬ 
tion, even aceomtianied with the guarantee, 
in ilself so desirahle, could not have been 
acccjitcd without some cx|)lana!ion.s from 
the^jcmpcror of Russia; hut those explana¬ 
tions might have been asked in such a man¬ 
ner, as to bine left it open to yon, either to 
have accepted the medkition iuiiuodiately, 
or failingMIiat medial ion to Jiave opened a 
directVoinmunica‘ion with France. Instead 
oftliis, a cold, formal, and rej»ulsive note is 
returned hy Mr. Canning denionsirating no 
confidence in Russia, and no disposilion to 
peai e. It begins whih the umuiI technical 
phraseology; and until the common expres¬ 
sions of a desire of the restoration ofa gene'^. 
ral peace: boasting the ample proofs of the 
disposition to peace recently afl'ordcd by 
the accession of the king to the convention 
of Bartcnstcin, [p. 114.] Sir, i liml it in 
cpnlemplatioii at one time, to haxe moved 
j for the prodiM’lion of the convention of 
1 Ibirlonstein, hut 1 apfirchendc d, and indeed 
I had heard that tins convention was never 
c.iinied into execution, and tliercf'oie it 
could not have been laid upon the table 
of the House of Commons. But 1 should 
have been glad to have seen it, and I fear 
it would ha e evinced any thing rather tlian 
a sincere disposition to the restoration of a 
general peace: hecau‘'e, if I am not luueli 
misinfoi Hied, it eoulainc<l a renew al of those 
chimerical projects which even in the most 
distressing limes, and under the most 
unpropitious circumstallce'^, iiave he< n en¬ 
tered into for the dimiiuilioii of the French 
power; and the restoration of peace is hy 
a desjierate policy (leferitd till after the 
afeomplishmeut of objecls, which none but 
inadnfen would couleinplate as possible — 
Sir, (after this preamble,) Mr. sec. Canning 
declares to Mr. Alopeus tbat it is iin)iossi- 
hli^o r<;lurn a more specific answer to the 
nolo presented by him than this, [p. 116.] 
“ Uiat his majesty waits with the utmost so¬ 
licitude for the coinimiiiications of the 
articles of the treaty concluded at Tilsit, 
and for the slateinent of those ec|uilable 
and honourable ]uiiiciples upon which his 
imperial niaj. e.vpresses his belief, that 
France is desirous of concluding a peace 
♦with G. Britain.'' Sir, the formal demand 
of the communication of the articles of the 
trealy of Tilsit, appears to me to have been 
unnecessary, because iii the event of the 
acceptance of the mediation^ or even with- 
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t)ut the acc<'j>l«nce of tlie mediation, the ar¬ 
ticles of the treaty of Ti^dt would certainly 
have beeji made known to the king. A state¬ 
ment of tlie etjuitable and honourable prin¬ 
ciples u{ioJi which his imperial inaj. ex¬ 
presses his belief that France was desirous 
of concluding a peace with G. Brilain, uas 
not only unnecessary hut repulsive. What 
explanation could be given of equitable and 
lionoiirable principles? llic words equity 
and honor carry, with them tiieir own 
meaning, and admit of no explanation. 1 i 
think, liierefoie, that tlie whole of fhe de¬ 
mand, iiKide h\ the Secretary for foreign 
kdi'.iirs of iMr. Alopeus, previous to his giv¬ 
ing a more specific answer on l!ie snfiject 
tifthc negotiation, was conceived, not in the 
spirit of confidence or conciliation towards 
tlnssia, which if sou had any, the most 
leinole intention of eventually accepting 
her offer of mediation ought to have been 
manifested, but in the spirit of distrust and 
cavil, inconsistent with the fidelity she had 
displayed towards you. The expression of 
Mr. Alopeus was, that the emperor of 
Russia, had had reason to be convinced 
that the emperor of the French was sin¬ 
cerely desirous of the re-eslahlishment of a 
inariiinie peace;” [)>. I 13.] the expression 
of gen. dc Budherg was, that he was 
certain that the empeior of the French 
would accept of the mediation of Russia ; 
and tills was artfully interpreted into a 
mere expression of belief for the fuirpose 
of the more readily escaping from the otfei 
of meiiiation.—Mr, before I proceed to tile! 
.second part of tlie fiapers which have been 
laid befoie us, it i.iay be necessary to say 
some words upon the character of a media¬ 
tor. V\ e have been told that strict impar¬ 
tial it v is necc'^sary to that character, but it 
may be permitted to ask w hat, at the oat- 
set, do you mean by impartiality?* It is 
not, I presume, that you would be stoically* 
severe, and really he displeased that there 
should be u leaning in the mind o^f tlnSme- 
dialor towards yourself? All that ^ou 
would require would be, that there should 
be no bias in bis mind towards your ene¬ 
my; but it is necessary to make allow- 
auies, and there must be a distinction 
drawn between thOvSe feelings upon which 
partiality N founded, and that combination 
of circumstances which may lead to actions 
directly contrary to the line of conduct tq 
which the affections of the mind would 
point. Now Russia had manifested to the 
latest moment her sincere friendship to¬ 
wards this country, * If I am correct hi my 
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• reasoning, after the overthrow of hi*r great- 
' ness still displayed heralVection towards 
you, l>^\^iiii.Sing of your welfare, at tiie 
time of^jor bKterest inisfoi tunes. True it 
is that sS'-lhud t^itered into engagements 
with Fnin<%, which might be inconsistent 
with your Aterest, but lliose engagements^ 
iiiqioiefhb^ force, were not calculated to 
extinguish the feelings of alFection towards 
this Cinmtryy by wliicli she had been ever 
acln*ated. On \lie contrary, they must 
i iinvc yather conduced to augment and 
lieightcn tliem, and therefore ;jas I sliould 
say) •she would leave been a most partial 
mediator, so far as licr disposition went, 
for this country ;—in the common accepta¬ 
tion of the word she was a mediator pos¬ 
sessing strict impartiality, and on that 
account could not he needed* More¬ 
over, sup))osing she were not impartially 
(lisjmsed at*the peiiod of her making the 
offi r of iiiodiation, by what means could 
she be rendered inipaitial? If therefore you 
could not accept the emperor of Russia as 
an impartial mediator at that lime, and 
under all the 'circumstances of the case, 
wily not end tiie matter at once, in terms 
of (lecorinii and civility ?—The se o wr d N ^ et 
of papers begins with a dispatch from lord 
Granville Leveson to the secretary of state, 
dated the 2d of Sept. ISO?, [p. 19.5.] 
His lordship informs Mr. Canning that he 
had held a coiifotence with gen. Biulberg, 
who was already apjnised of the answer 
given by tbe secidaiy of stale to Mr. 
Alopeus of the comlilional aeeeplanee by 
the court of London of, the jnoffered 
mediation of Itussia. Sir, I beg leave to 
remuik that no conditions had been speci¬ 
fically stated ill Mr. Canning’« note to Mr- 
Alopeus, upon which conditions the court 
of London w ould accept the iiiedialiou of 
Russia. Mr. Chinning said, that his inaj. was 
I waiting w'ith solicitude for the communica¬ 
tion of the articles of the treaty of Tilsit, 
and the statement of those equiluW? and 
honourable* principles upon w hicb France 
was desirous of coucluiing a peace i but be 
no where stated the conditions upon which 
England, would accept the mediatioit of 
Riisski; and it is lord Granville Lcvisoii 
iiiinsclf, who in this note for the first time 
slates those conditions. In the conference 
with gen. Budberg he tells the general, 
that lie is instructed in the Krst instance tp 
request the coniin*mication of the secret 
al l ides of the treaty of Tilsit; and a frank 
d^clayulion of the general ^aews and inten- 
Vions^of the court of Pelersbprgh* Upon 
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the first of these two conditions I Iiavc to sincerity of the power which ofiered you 
observe^ that I tijiiik it was ahsolnjel^ ini- her mediation. I'he noble lord continues, 
possible for Russia to Hcced\ The that “ impartiality was the first requisite in 

wy word secret implies that wre wais the character of a mediator;’" upon which 
Jiomelhiu" to* he willilfcld .btWie two |x>iiit I have already touched. He^hcn very 
powers; the revealing; of Xvhic|f would he truly asserts, ‘'that it is essentially neces- 
a violiPion of the very condillons of the sary England should be placed with reisjard 
articles tliemselves, I refer yqi.for the to tfic mediating powder on an equal footing 
justice of my remark to what has rccentiy witll- France." But, Sir, this assertion is 
passed between this country and Portugal, superfluous, because it could not be [irevi* 

1 asked in this house for a communication ously supposed to have been in the con- 
of the treaty which haVl been executed teniplation of Russia, tlfat there slioiild be 
between the two )H>w'er.s previous to the any inequality between the two jjowers; 
departure of^bo court of Lisbtm tp the and her intention of making any inequality 
Brazils, The answer made to me was, between tliem, could only be shown by her 
■“England is bound to Keep that treaty conduct in the progress of the mediation; 
secret; and it cannot be distlosed without any preliminary assurance,therefore was in 
the consent of Portugal.” ’J'iie answer was tlie nature of the thing perfectly nnneres- 
irrcsistible,and I imiiieiliately (iesisled from sarv.—The noble lord proceeds to slak^ 
jny enquiry. But does tliat apply to Eng- “ that uneasiness had been excited in Fng~ ' 
land alone ? And is notlheruK^ ofjionuur land, by the eontidential intercourse which 
for Eugiaod the rule of hoiuair for Frailce, had taken place between the two emjierois 
for Uuv^ia, and for all the rest of the woihl ? at Tilsit; and that he could not conceal 
How then was it possible for the king’s from gen. Budberg, that tise period pc- 
niinisters to demand a communication of rc^mptorily prescribed to his Majesty for the 
the secret articles of the tIeal^ of Tilhit ? acceptance of the Unssian mediation had 
It miglit indeed be very proper to ask created in London a very unfavourable 
whg.»b*‘'‘ there existed any secret articles at impression against the intervention of his 
«Ik and if the answer w^as that such articles imjierial inajosiy.” [p. Wlial unea- 

<lid exist, it might also "be proper for Eng- siness could have been excited by the mere 
land to say, if >ou are under secret engage- circiimstanee of those two great iiotonlales 
incuts to France, we cannot accept of \oni conferring together upon the interests of 
mediation. It appears to me that the iluir respective empires, I am at a loss to 
repealed assnrances of Paissia respocling conceixe; and I am Sony that h»nl (Iran- 
the inuovitnis natvire of the secret* articles ville J^wason introduced any observation 
in relation to England, might have been u^von llie limitation of time for tlie accept- 
velied upon with a degree of eonfidence ance of the imdialion, because I have 
'Sufficient to justify the acceptance of the reason to know tliat at the nxoment xvheu 
fiiedialion, if otherwise (h'sirable; because he wrote this letter, lie had been informed 
ill the couifse ,of the negoeiatioii, Ihiglaud by lord Hutchinson, “that the nnpetor 
might have proposed and insisted upon any had declaied to him in ft c >innumicalioii 
provisions to secfire Ihose iidercsis whirli wkirli took piace between lord iIutrliin‘=on 
?5lie sii^^>ecled to be in dagger from tlie and tlfci emperor of Russia on the 23d of 
operation of tJiesecret article'^. But to ask ,Aug. and which vvas conuiHUticated to loid 
fora eomninnication of sncii articles was firanville I.evison, that (lie emperor of 
iusulfiiig to Russia, and it was manifestly Kus^a did not intend that the limitdlioii of 
impossible for Russia to makei it. As to lin^» should have any eflecl whatever.—I 
the general v lews of J he court of St. Peters- am sorry, sir, that the house refused to ad- 
biirgh they were suiUcienli^ disclosed by dress his majesty to lay before ns the letter 
the offer of medratioii itself. The decided of lord (iraiiville F.evisoii to Mr. Canning, 
opinion of the court of St. RetersburgEwas, containing an account of the ronvVrsatinn, 
that a general jieace was necessary for the for it is most material tlial it should be 
interests of mankind; after having made before the public. But 1 &//w,*thalsueli a 
the exjieriment of war as far as that expeii- conversation did take place: and 1 /c/ww liis 
nicnf could pftssibly be carried. There imperial majesty stated to lord iiutdiinson, 
no occasion, therefiiie, to ask what the that he had offered his medialior^ to Eng- 

* b«ral views of tiie court of St. Peters- land; that he attached no false vanity to 
irgh were; aiqi it was an nniiecessary the acceptance or rejection of that media- 
t^iiression of un ill-founded doubt of ifie* tion, but that it was Ifis most sincere wish 



817] PARL. DEBATES,, Feb. 29, 1808 .—the Mediatiott of Russia and Austria. [816 


that England would make peace; us he 
was sure that it was his interest and also 
tliat of Europe, and our interest that we 
should restore tranquillity to the world.^ 
Lord liytchinsou answered to his imperial 
niajcsty, ** that he had not given sufhcicnt 
time for England to accept or reject his 
mediation, because a much longer period 
than a month must elapse before yany 
answer could be received, and though the 
disposition of his mind inclined towards 
peace, neither he Aor any other man would 
accept it but on conditions tlie most rea¬ 
sonable and honourable: and that as far 
as England was concerned the events of 
the war had been highly favourableto 
winch his imperial majesty replied that 
the time allowed was of no importance: 
because we might take three or four months 
if we pleased to accept or reject his me¬ 
diation; but his anxious wish and desire 
was that we sliould make peace. That 
he had a perfect knowledge of the feel¬ 
ings and character of the people of England; 
that he had been made acquainted by Buo¬ 
naparte with the conditions of peace in¬ 
tended to be offered ; and, he had no doubt 
but lord Hutchinson himself would con¬ 
sider them highly reasonable and honour¬ 
able/’ [p. 3o I.] Now, sir, with a knowledge 
of this conversation, held by a person of 
unsullied honour, and tlie greatest talents, a 
mgn respected by all. Europe ; and justly 
in the confidence of the emperor of Russia, 
both on account of his high military a- 
chievements, and his indisputed inlegritH; 
who had been deputed by the preceding 
* ad ministration as the accredited minister 
to the court of Prussia, and had attended 
the Russian armies in the latter part of their 
disastrous campaign; whose conimunica- 
lion with the emperor, if lord Granville 
Levison had not expressly desired, ][ie had 
unequivocally concurred inwith a per¬ 
fect knowledge, 1 say, of all these facts aud ' 
circumstances, how came my lord C a]y|\ ille 
l^veson to dwell so much and aith sr^ch 
serious importance upon a point which he 
must have known to have.been entirely 
waved ; it was tbrowing an ill-timed obsta¬ 
cle in the way of the acceptance of the 
mediation, it was irritating to tlie emperor 
who had gjcpressed himself so satisfactorily 
upon the subject, and it was \indigoitied us 
laying that stress upon a comparatively tri¬ 
vial circumstance which was due only to* 
matters df real and essential moment. Fur¬ 
ther, lord Omiviile Levisqn not only states 
conditions without dwhich tlie, mediation 
VoL. X. 


cannot be accepted; but he desires prelim¬ 
inary marks of good will on the part of 
Russia,^i^pirlicularly the renewal of the 
treaty cj|i commerce , than which surely, no 
request ctK^^d^be /lorc iiiireas\)nable. The 
treaty of i 4 >mmcrce had expired, and^fre- 
qnetil atteiupts had been made by the last 
adminisUapon to obtain the renewal of it, 
all of (hem unsuccessful, even during the 
time ,of warlike co-opcratioiis. Was it 
then* a reasonable thing to ask such a mark 
of goo,d will on the part of Russia at such 
a moment ? and was it not rather adding 
to the existing difiicultics, and creating dis¬ 
gust m the mind of Russia when it ought 
to have been our object to soolli, to conci¬ 
liate, and to appear almost implicitly to 
confide? Gen, Bndberg answered, ** that 
there did exist secret articles in the treaty 
of Tilsit," aud then comes an expression in 
the Iptterof a very equivocal nature, “ there 
were some, he said, which iii no way con¬ 
cerned the interests of England/’fp, IpO*] 
Sir, 1 am bound to suppose tliat loul Gran¬ 
ville Levison received an equivocal answer 
from gen. Budberg, because lie lias expres¬ 
sed himself in an equivocaf manner. As no 
suspicion however of intentional dmdkily 
seems to have arisen in the mind oflSVd 
Granville Levison to the prejudice of gen. 
Budberg during this conference, or at least 
none is expiessed, I conclude tliat there 
were no secret articles in the treaty of Tilsit, 
wliicli in the esliinalioii of gen. Budberg, 
had any relation to England whatever.. I 
should do so the rather at\cr having read 
the following sentence, in which gen. Bud¬ 
berg says, “ that be could assure lord Gran¬ 
ville Levison, and as an honest man he 
would not say it, if it were not truth, that 
there existed no secret article whatever 
which stipulated the shifting the Russian 
ports against British conimeix:e.^'[p, 196 'J 

Lord Granville I..evisou however, liaving 
' found it inqiossible to consider the answer 
given by gen. Budberg as sufficiently 
factory to authorise him to accept the Rus¬ 
sian mediation, gpii. Budberg said be 
would request ,jjbe penflission of Uie empp- 
ror to cpnimunicate without reserve the 
secret ailicles of tiie treaty between Ruai^ia 
and France; aud to be empowered to con- 
lioue negotiations, and conclude a treaty of 
conunerce with G. Britain, [p. 197»] So far ’ 
it appears ths^t the Russian inbiister coudiiet^ 
ed himself with perfect nioderatiph ; ohd^ 
without dpubt, if the secret articles, of the* 
treaty of Tilsit had been iu his.opinion pre- 
England, gem ^idbcrg would 
3G 
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j]iot;liaveut](lertakei}tointerest himself with i 
the emperor, for Iheir hei/ig revealed, * Sir, 

I do not blame lord GrdttviJlhJhgll^oiJ for 
not accepting <he niediatmn ftncoMtional- 
ly; but the rburse whici^ he«sd^lFed does 
Dot Appear to me to iiave bem the rialil 
one; it was not calculated to ijuni to the 
best advantage, either the disposition of 
the court of Russia, or the opportunities 
^vhich might have been createdrif they did 
not present ^themselves, of opening a dtrect 
communication with France.—A scco^id dis¬ 
patch from lord Granville Levison, [p.l97 > 
dated on the same day, gives an account of 
another conference with geii. Budberg, in 
which he conducted himself in a most ami 
cable manner; and in the apology whieii 
gen. Budberg is th^re represented as having 
otiered for the expressions of dissatisfaction 
Contained in the note which he wrote from 
Tilsit, he accounted for them tlipse^ ob¬ 

vious principles which I have before detailed 
to the house.—A third dispatch, dated also 
oh the same day, transmits to this court a 
nole*|y. t.98] delivered to the English am¬ 
bassador on the subject of the fatal prepa¬ 
rations against Copenhagen, and destroys 
tljp - v^^'mentary iliusioii which had been 
t-reated in the iiiiud of lord Granville Levi¬ 
son, on what has been termed the reviving 
Contidence in the court of Russia.—^The 
fourth paper of this series communicated 
by the kings command to the house, is a 
dispatch signed by Mr. Canning, and dated 
onthe^I7th Sept. 1807> [p. 200.] The next 
^ a dispatch from the same gentleman, and 
Dddressed likewise to my lord Granville 
Levison, dated on the following day. The 
tone of these two dispatches is perfectly 
dissimilar, t^lie one is written with all 
Crordiality, and in all coniidence towards 
itussi^; the othtfr is written, as it would 
Dppeal^ under fc?elings of tko greatest irri- 
iadou'towatrds'that power, and expressing 
Dot only doubts of liter sincerity, but a be¬ 
lief nil her lidstility towards this country. 
One would iipagine, upon a,review and 
4:ompari&oii of the tvvo dispatches, that they 
could not have been writ^n by the same 
person, with all the dispatches of lord Graii- 
Villc Levison, dated the 2d of Sept, before 
bitn; and yet it is manifest that they were 
a'o, not only because those dispatches were 
aent off on the same day, but because Mr. 
Caifning in t!t€ outset of his fn^t letter ac- 
icnowhadges that they were all received by 
|JhD hand and at t6e same timte. Now, 
take the liberty of calling the at- 

H|n^ftliehWe to me contents of JiStii 
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these letters. To begin with the first. Mr. 
Canning applauds lord Granville Levison 
for not having accepted the mediation of 
the emperor of Russia, and he states suc¬ 
cinctly and intelligibly the points uppn which 
the question of iJiis acceptance turns^ First, 
the frank communication of the articles of 
the treaty of Tilsit, secret as well as avowed. 
UpoK that I have already said so much 
that I will not trouble the bouse any fur¬ 
ther. Secondly, a distinct explanation of 
the basis upon which Fiance pi'oposes to 
treat, and which appeared to liis imperial 
majesty at Tilsit so just and honourable, 
[p. *201.]—Sir, it seems to me that a 
basis, as preliminary to uegociation, is 
calculated rattier to throw difiieulties in 
the way of a negociation, than to remove 
any embarrassment which might evens 
tually occur in the course of it. Many ^ 
treaties of peace, in the most complicated 
and perplexed state of Europe, have been 
negociated, and successfully terminated 
witiiouj the previous recognition of a basis i 
and even if a basis were necessary, prelimi¬ 
nary to a negociation, it does not follow 
that a basis is necessary as a preliminary to 
the acceptance of a mediation. It was not 
for Russia to communicate the basis, but 
for France; and if you bad frankly accepted 
the ofiter of mediation on the part of Russia, 
and still thought a basis necessary, as pre¬ 
liminary to negociation; and that, addetl to 
this necessity, it was further expedient for 
such basis to be laid down by the enemy, 
rv.ther than by yourself; the natural course 
would have been to desire the mediator to 
ask of the contending party to furnish you* 
with that basis. A still more simple course 
of proceeding would have been for you to 
lay down to the mcdiatois the basis upon 
wiiich alone you would treat, for the pur¬ 
pose qf having such communication made 
to the enemy; but it is inconceivable to me 
that the communication of a basis from the 
etie^<y should be necessary, for the purpose 
ofrenabRng you to accept a mediation.— 
Mr. Canning proceeds to state, that with¬ 
out these conditions 4he. acceptance of the 
mediation by bis majesty, can be iiotbing 
else ** than a complete surrender of bis 
honour and his interest into the hand of 
the mediator if not of the enemy .J' [p. *201.] 

A more absurd assertion was surely never 
made* In what way wh^ you accept the 
^mediation of a party do you confide your 
interest or your honour even to hiDi^ much 
more to tbeenemy If indeed you elect an 
umpire^ then you do confide both your in- 
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tetest, and your lionour to that umpire. 
Even in that case you do not confide them 
to the enemy. But when you accept a 
mediation you only accept a facility of 
commumcation with the enemy; which 
from the hostile situation in which you have 
Jong been reciprocally placed, you are not 
able to find without a mediator. There 
are ditficultirs to be overcome, asperitres to 
be smoothed, punctilios of etiquette to be 
removed, which jueveiit cither the one 
party or the other from making llic first 
communication: the mediator brinj^s you 
together, and by comiiuinicating frotn each 
to the other, makes a channel of intercourse, 
and prevents that sort of communication 
which even if intercourse was begun be¬ 
tween two hostile parties, might /terminate 
InctFectualiy, merely on account of the 
teiqper in which each was disposed to com¬ 
municate low'drds the other. As we pro¬ 
ceed in this letter Mr. Canning expresses 
doubU as to the sincerity of general Bud- 
berg, in the assurances he had given lord 
Granville Levison ; assurances convened In 
terms such as could leave no doubt in the 
mind of any person (who did not think that 
general Bud berg was one of the basest of 
mankind,) that be was speaking tiie truth, 
w hen he took upon him to assert that there 
was no stipulation in the treaty of Tilsit, f<»r 
the exclusion of the cf)nnnerce of Crreal 
Britain from the ports of Russia. Mr. Cim- 
iiing says, ** it will immediately have occur¬ 
red to your excellency, a distinction might 
probably have been taken in general Bik*I- 
bergs mind, between a stipulation for the 
'immediate and eventual execution of a pur¬ 
pose ; and the asrecnicnt to resort to it 
eventually under circumstances vvliicli may 
not yet have oc(!urred, and tiiat supposing 
the tornier only to be the sense of Mr. die 
l^ndherg’s assurance, that assurance# might 
be literally true, without in fact conveying, 
anything essentially satisfactory." [p. 201.J 
Such a distinction would never have c»i 5 rur- 
red to iny mind. If general de'*BudLierg 
was a man worthy to be conversed with at 
all, 1 should have thought it unworthy in 
me to have harboured such suspicions with 
regard to him; and 1 think that the mind 
which could entertain them must be of a 
coDsiructipD, not the most simple, or free 
from a disposition to give a colour to things 
dilferent from that which they ought really 
to bear. The letter goes on to express 
suspicions upon other parts of the treaty of 
Tilsit, and to desire lord Granville Levison 
to call for explanations upon tliat public 


I article of the treaty which recognizes the 
k/fjg of Naples, as king of Maples only; 
and tcv ask whether it may not be contra¬ 
dicted by a sct re^article which adds to this 
title, that Jhe Jwo Sicilies.* There is no 
end of creAling difficulties of this na'Aire, 
and tijere Jouid be no end of asking and 
answerii^4ncii questions if the mind was 
disposed to raise doubt upon every article 
of the treaty. If there did exist secret ar¬ 
ticles of Ibis sort^ for the reason before 
given, tliey could not be disclosed ; .and the 
bare recognition, without a stipulation to 
co-oj>erate for the purpose of making that 
recognition eftVclual, could be of no avail. 
A stipulation of that nature w'ould <fircclly 
affect the interests of England; and you 
had already been told by general do Bud- 
berg, that there existed no such article. In 
the whole of this dispatch iiowcvcr, Mr. 
Secr£ta|;y Canning writes as if he had been 
acquainted merely with the conciliatory 
conversation which had taken place between 
general Bud berg and the English an^assa- 
dor ; and as if he had no know ledg^Wf the 
angry note respecting the afl'air of Denmark, 
lie proceeds to direct lord Granville Levi¬ 
son to abstain from all reproach, evoiSJu^KMi 
confessing the suspicion of engagein^sr 
which llic king cannot but disapprove* 
Then in the true }>riijciples of the new 
morality, in the conclusion of his letter, he 
hints that it would be better for the Empe¬ 
ror of Russia to break all the engagements 
which lie has entered into with France, and 
to return to the alliance of Great Britain, 
and a co-operation with her in the fiirtlier 
prosecution of the war. This is no less 
than calling upon Russia to violate the 
mo'.l sacred ties, calling upop her to do 
that which would lender it impolitic and 
inevpedient to enter iiitCiPany alliance wdlh 
her yourself ;4ftecaiise if slie could bc» induc¬ 
ed to break one treaty, there is no treaty 
which she could make which she might not 
on the same principles be called uppn by 
other j)ow'ej:s to break. From all obligation, 
she must thenceforward proclaim herself to 
be absolved, v.dlcnovernier interest should 
call for siici) absolution ; and she is urged 
to tlys measure at a time wdien if she had 
been infamous enough to take the advice, 
from the position of the French ahnies, she 
must have been involved in total and irre¬ 
mediable ruin.—The dis|*itch, No# V. 
fp. 203.] is dated on the following day, the 
‘>Slh of Sept, and {he secretary of state in¬ 
forms lord Granville Levison that lie in- 
him a copy of the Declaration 
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king on tlie snbjert of the attack ^upon 
Denmark. Haiiug written on the pre- 
ceediiig day with all the clocuments^bei’ore 
hhn, with a k^jowledge pf ’^hich he now 
writes, desiring the ambassador to abstain 
froth all reproach towards the court of 
Kussia, he now tells him, “ ihih the offer 
of mediation under all the VirtiOnslaiTces 
which belong to it, was calculated to ex¬ 
cite any other feeling rather Kian % of 
confidence iu the Empero,i's good will; and 
that every account received in England, of 
the temper in which that proposal w as made, 
and of the light in which it was put by the 
enemy, justified the belief, that it was in¬ 
tended by Russia rather as preparatory to 
hostility, consequent on his majesty’s refu- 
-sal, than as likely to lead to a pacific result 
tfirough his acceptance." fp. 20i.] Is it 
possible that the same man can be so con¬ 
tradictory to himself? He goes on.to •sUrtc 
that he thinks there is evidence not only of 
the designs of Buonaparte to.wards Denmark, 
but Indite connivance, if not of the parti- 
cipamli, of Russia in those designsand 
that Russia formed a large part of the 
danger, which* the measures taken against 
.by fhe king f»f England were 
•calculated to repel/' Why, sir, if this 
were the feeling of the king’s minister, 
wis it not hi.s duty to have told lord tVran- 
ville Levison directly to break off all coui- 
miinication with the court of Petershurgh r 
-Russia was not only partial to Fiance, but 
was conniviiig iu measures calcuTated for 
the destruction of England ; or according 
to the emjihatical words of lord Granville 
,Levison in his note to general Biidberg, 
dated the 2d of Sept, she formed a larg(‘ 
part of the danger “ which in the view of 
England, threatened not only the welfare 
©f his people, but the existence of his 
crown.'* [p. l99-j Wa,s itj^ssible that he 
could advise his majesty to accept (with 
whatever conditions annexed), the niedi- ^ 
atiou of a power so circumstanced ? But 
we seV that the foreign secretary does not 
•bsokitely disown the pos-silTility of the 
licceptance of thc4tussian mediation. He 
still hesitates. This extraordinary. But 
w’hat must surprist* us still more, is, that 
hesitating upon the acceptance of th6 me¬ 
diation of Russia, as betw'een France and 
England^ declaring that mediation to be 
offered in a manner evincing an hostile, 
rather than an amicable mind, in the court 
#fSt. Pctersburgh,and«iffirmin» that Rus¬ 
sia is conniving at, if not instigating the 
of France towards this country 
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through the means of Denmark, and is a 
part of that danger with which G. Britain 
is threatened; he calls upon the emperor 
of Russia (under such circumstances) to me¬ 
diate between Denmark and G. IJnUiin, to 
inediale between G. Britain and the power 
in whose cause Russia, by her public de¬ 
claration, delivered to lord Granville Lo- 
viscA., declares lierself to be greatly inte¬ 
rested, against w hom Russia declares that 
Great Britain has acted with the grossest 
violence ®nd injustice; \fhosc cause Russia 
declawjs that she is determined to espouse ; 
between England and that power he calls 
upon Russia to mediate, having before de¬ 
clared that impartiality was the necessary 
character of a mediator, having declared 
that in the mind of a mediator, not only there 
must be no hostility larking tow^ards eith^ 
of the parties on whose behalf the media¬ 
tion is pro]>osed, but that the absence of 
all such*hostility must be made manifest 
by the complete exposition and promul¬ 
gation of all the act.s done, all the eugage- 
ryentsVntercd into both public luid private 
between the mediating power and the 
other Belligerent ! Sir, 1 defy the right 
lion. gent, to reconcile these inc\)nsi$tcn- 
eics in his ow'n conduct; and I think such 
inconsistency of conduct shews that the 
person to whom it is justly attributable is 
lint fitted for the liigli and important situ¬ 
ation which lie holds under his majesty's 
government.—The rest of the correspon- 
deiK’e from lord liranvillc Levison, gives 
an account of the removal of gen. Bud- 
berg from his office of foreign minister ; 
thfi appointment, ad interim, of count Sol-^ 
tlkoff’: and the further appointment of 
count Romanzow to the same office, 1 shall 
not dwell upon that part of the correspon¬ 
dence, because it related principally to 
tbc subject of Denmark, which I iio>v wish 
to lea#rc wholly out of my view'. I will 
only observe, that upon the appointment 
of each of those mini.sters, lord Granville 
Le^on still requested a comniuiiication of 
thf secrt*t articles of Tilsit; that count Sol- 
tikoff'said, that he would take the empe¬ 
ror’s orders respecting the comuiunication 
of those articles, that having taken those 
orders, ho told lord (»rariville • Levison 
tliatthe emperor had refused them, adding 
these remarkable w^ords ; ** tha^thccfmpe- 
ror did not refuse them on account of their 
containing any stipulations prejudicial to 
•England, but having once determined that 
they should not be made public,' be saw 
no rea,son for receding from his detenni- 
oatibn." [p. 207.] JTie subject of the 
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Commercial Treaty was again touched devised. At the same time, adding that 
upon, and again put aside. The same de- although the mediation of Russia was de¬ 
mand was renewed by lord Granville Lc- dined tor the rea^ns slated, a direct com- 
vison to count Romanzow, and again re- munication whh franee would be accept-^ 
fused. Jt is only necessary to observe ed, if ollerCion Jme part of that power ; 
that count Romanzow made use of terms and even avowing frankly to Russia,*not 
expressive of the emperor’s friendship only that jich w'as the disposition of the 
towards his Britannic majesty ; and of his Eivglish •gfvernment, but that if England 
anxious desire for the re-establishnifiAt of felt that her overtures would be received 
peace. The last of these communications in a|||annei* becoming her honour and 
is (luted the 19th of Sept. [p. 209.] But dlgrnty, and upon the footing of equality, 
although the mediation had not.advanced she wciuld not be indisposed to make such 
during this interval, the discussion rispect- overtures. I am of opinion, that if such 
ing it had Jiot ended. Demands were still overtures had been made at that momept, 
made w ith which Russia would not com- it was a period of the war most favourable 
ply, but Iier non-compliance did not in- for them, and that they might have led to 
duce us entirely to break off upon the sub- peace. Thdre was a third course ; that of 
ject of the metUation ; and it was not till suspicion, petulance, and half confidence, 
tlie 29th of Oct. more than five weeks after to which the evil genius of England di- 
the date of the letter I have just men- rected the councils of her ministers. This 
tioned, giving an account of the confe- was^a course which was sure to fail ; a 
rence between count RornanzoW and lord course *which must necessarily bring dis- 
(Tianville Levison, that his lordship deliv- credit upon the government of the coim- 
cred an ofticial Note to the court of St. try. It has failed, it has brought discredit 
Petersburgh to bring the matter of medi- upon the councils of the king, what 
ation to a point, [p. 211.] It does not ap- appears to me to have been a golden op- 
pear that any answer was given to that nortunity for entering into a iiegociation, 
odicial note. On the 8th of Nov. the De- has been irretrievably lost.—I now pass 
claratioii of th(^ emiieror of Russia on the on to the series of papers relative^^i<i 
attack of the English upon Copenhagen mediation of Austria. The first of these 
was. made public; and a Note was deliv- carries us back to the 18th of April 
eredtolord (iranville Levison which put an 1807, when it appears that Austria made 
end to all communication between IL Bri- an offer of her mediation to all the bclli- 
tain and Russia, and placed them in a sitna- gerent powers. The offer of Austria and 
tlon of hostility with regard to each other, the answer of England, are both of them 
[p. 210.]—Sir, I have thus gone through conceived in the most dignified and appro- 
the papers winch havQ been submitted io priate terms. I do not know that there is 
us upon the Russian offer of mediation, and any reason to make further observation 
* the investigation furnishes me with this upon the two first papers, excepting so far 
conclusion ; that there were three modes as is necessary to call the attention of the 
in which the king’s servants might have house to one paragraph of»the Austrian 
proceeded with* regard to that mediation, note, which is this : in considering how 
The first was to have accepted it in ihe very coipplicated and extensive the pre- 
only way in which it could with propriety sent w^ar is^S^ome, the emperor would 
be accepted ; with promptitude, frank-, think that he had but very imperfectly 
ness and confidence. I do not say that expressed his fervent desire for peace, and 
ministers arc censurable for not. living a hope of its complete and speedy rer^esta- 
done this. The responsibility tlky w’ luld blishment^if he did not at the same tihie 
have taken upon themselves, was undoubt- state the entire convi^ion he feels, that It 
ediy great: the issue might have been is only by th^»united endeavours of the 
fortunate. No blame, however, attaches powers principally concerned in the war. 
to those who declined such a decided line and J)y a negociation in common, wfiich 
of conduct. The second course which shouW embrace the wholeof their recipro- 
might ha^e been taken, was to have told cal interests, that permanent tranquillity, 
Russia immediately, that in the circum- and a secure and solid peace, can be at- 
stances of the case, England could not ac- tsrined, a peace which sinfuM secure the 
cept her mediation: but to have donfe future political relations of Europe.-' Ai^ 
this, actompanied wdth all the expressions to the concluding sentence of para- 
of tenderness, conciliation, and confidence graph immediately succeeding that, which 
towards Russia, wbich coul^ have been quoted, in which it is said that the 
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essentia* relations of all the parties inte¬ 
rested should as far as is practicable be 
combined.'" fp. W2-] .An officialianswer 
k returned ky Air. SeArctdry Canning in 
a Note (|atod the 23th obApril, and I have 
no Vault to find with that official document, 
[p. 102.] It is only to be relnarked that 
iingland acknowledges the iiWefntion of 
Austria that her mediation sliould ap¬ 
plied to all the powers concerned|||b the 
w^ar on both sides. And the mediation is 
accepted upon that condition. This offer 
of mediation was issued on the same day 
to the courts of France, Petersburglj^ and 
London, but before all the answers could 
be received at Vienna, the events of war 
had reduced Russia and Prussia to the 
terms of the conqueror. I did expect that 
there would have been some supplemen¬ 
tary documents between the note dated 
the 25th of April, and the next note w^hich 
We find from the Prince de Stahremberg, 
dated on tlie 20th of November, but I have 
been informed that none l^uch exist. On 
the 20th of Nov. the prince de Stahremberg 
addressed a note to Mr. Secretary Can¬ 
ning, by the positive order of his court, 
ma|yQg the most urgent representations 
•ufjon the importance of obtaining a paci¬ 
fication between England and France; 
acknowledging the constant desire ex¬ 
pressed by the court of St. James's for the 
re-establishment of peace, and requesting 
to know what were the sincere intentions 
of his Britannic majesty at this time upon 
the same subject, [p. 104.] 1 beg the 

house to attend to the date of this com¬ 
munication. The last note on the subject 
of^he Russian mediation was delivered at 
St. Petersburgh on the 29th of Oct.; the 
renewal of the offer of Austrian mediation 
was made at Lo^jidon on the 20th of Nov. 
Now sypposing for a moment that the em¬ 
peror of the French Was dC&jrous of ob- ' 
taining peace, through any channel by < 
which he could effect his* object; finding i 
that*he had failed at St. Petensburgh, by i 
the date it will appear that he renewed ^ 
his offer through tm means of the court of 1 
Vienna, at the very first nfOment at which t 
by.p<!issibility it could be renewed. There j 
is just time for the news of the total failure 
of' the Russian mediation to hare arrived i 
at Paris, and for a communication to have I 
been made bv the count de Metternich 1 
(the* Austrian Ambassador at the court of t 
ibe Thuilleries,} to tlje prince de Stall- \ 
remb^gdn London, between the 29th of t 
|he 2pth of Nov. Sir, 1 do not t 
pl^much upon this, but at the same tiifie t 


I there is a coincidence of dates, which z 
I least will justify some observation upoi 
I the fact. To this note of the 20th of Nov 
/ a cold and distant Answer [p. lOi,] is re 
I turned by the EijgJish secretaryfiof state : 
but such a one as did not prevent further 
intercourse. For on the 1st of .Jan. 1803, 
another very short Note [p. 105,] is de- 
livcVed by the prince de Stahremberg to 
Mr. Canning, to which I beg to call the 
serious attention of the house, and even to 
the particular construcAou of the phrases 
of it. c First, Sir, I deem the communica¬ 
tion of the 20th of Nov. to have been a 
renewal of the offer made on the 1 Sth of 
April, and not to be an absolutely new 
offer in itself; and therefore that the court 
of Vienna mt ant England to understand, 
that in this renewed proposition, she i% 


eluded the whole of her original oiler of 
mediation; and that all the conditions 
said by her to be necessary for bringing 
the negociation to a happy issue, (and 
particularly that of including all the pou - 
ers engaged in the war on botli sides,) was 
referred to, and remained in full force. 
If I am right in this assumption, tliere 
could be no ground for doubt as to the 
true interpretation of any equivocal phrase 
that might be used by the prince dc Stah¬ 
remberg : but even without such assump¬ 
tion, 1 think 1 am warranted in saying 
that the very terms of the princ(' de Stah- 
remberg's letter convoyed the same offer. 
Sir, the priuee de Stahremberg says, that 
he has the orders of his own court, and 
conforms to the desire of the court of the 
Thuilleries in giving the information wilh_^ 
which he is then charged, and that he is or¬ 
dered to propose in consequence of the pa¬ 
cific dispositions evinced by his Britannic 
majesty, in his note of the 23d of Novem- 
brr, that plenipotentiaries shall be imme¬ 
diately siint to Paris, to treat for the rc- 
^ establishment of peace. Now, sir, I beg 
to quote the French expression, ehtre 
tou^sk\s puissances actuclleinent cn guerre 
av€c I'Xngleterre.'' [p. 105.] The trans¬ 
lation given to this phrase is, " fo^ the es¬ 
tablishment of peace between all the 
powers at present at \var with England." 
This upon the face of it is wrong;* it can¬ 
not be meant the establishment of peace 
between all the powers at war jvdtb Eng¬ 
land to the exclusion of England, which is 
the strict grammatical import of those 
\vords. But having thus made a filse 
translation, Mr. Canning in his answer to 
the prince de Stahrernberg’s note, builds 
upon it a reasoning which leads us to sup' 
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pose that he interpreted the French ori¬ 
ginal as follows, “ between England and 
all the powers in alliance against her/' 

' (to the exclusion of the powers in alliance 
with her). That, Sir, 1 say is not a fair 
interpretation of the phrase. 1 have 
‘ taken some pains to inform myself on the 
subject, and I think I can venture to asseit 
that the true interpretation is, ** a p^ifi- 
cation among all the powers at war, iilclu- 
ding England." The real meaning then 
of the prince de S^ihrcmberg was the fur¬ 
therance of the original offer fhadc by 
Austria, namely to mediate for a*paci¬ 
fication among all the powers at war, 
bpth with England and against her.—I 
have dwelt with some particularity upon 
the construction of this phrase, and 1 
must further observe, that the word avee 
if? French, and with in English as applied 
to w'ar in the respective languages to 
wdiich they belong, admit of equivocal in¬ 
terpretations ; (in common parlance) when 
you say, that one power is at war with 
another, you mean that one powgr is at 
war against another : but it is not uncont- 
mon to say, and it is sufficiently correct 
to say, for instance, that Russia is at 
w ar with Prussia against France, it would 
indeed he more correct at all times to say, 
England is at wav against France, than to 
s ly England is at war with France. But 
if there could exist any doul)t upon the 
interpretation of this phrase, why, before 
the right hon. secretary dwelt upon it in 
the manner which he so injudiciously 
adopted in his answer to this note, did he 
not ask the prince de Stahremberg in a 
•private communication, what the real 
meaning and intention of Austria was ? 
Instead of that, giving his own interpre¬ 
tation (and that as I contend ^ wrong one) 
to the phrase in question, he builds upon it 
the most offensive paragraph of his offen¬ 
sive answer. But in my view of the mat¬ 
ter, it is most material as to the future, 
that it should be impressed upon the 
mind of the hous(‘, and upon Uic ^b- 
lic, that such was the offer of Austria, a\id 
such the intention of France, because it 
will strengthen the main argument, that 
it is possible still to negociatc with France 
upon the footing of equality, and that the 
French government hitherto has not mani¬ 
fested any^design, that England in anyne- 
gociation that may be entered into with 
lier, should be placed on a footing of in-, 
equality with respect to France.—Sir, I 
pass on to the Answer signed by Mr. Can¬ 
ning, upoii which I must dwell in detail* 
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It is conceived in any thing rather than 
the spirit of conciliation ‘and wisdbm. It 
is rude, petulant, full of point and cavil, 
laying ‘down j\o principle upon which 
great statesjnent %ight to act: dwelling 
upon those partjffcularities, and ^insisj^ing 
upon those conditions, which England 
ought to hp^e put entirely out of the ques¬ 
tion, and %oing out of the way for the 
purpQi^ of behaving in a manner offensive 
and ^civil How'arda the prince de St^h- 
remberg himself^ In the second para¬ 
graph, (the first being merely a paragraph 
of formality), Mr. Canning says, (p. 106,) 
the prince de Stahremberg has 
omitted to explain, from whom he has re¬ 
ceived his commission to propose sending 
plenipotentiaries to Paris, whether from 
the Austrian minister, or from the govern¬ 
ment of Francesuch explanation was 
wholly unnecessary, he certainly had pro¬ 
duced IIP powers from France, but he pro¬ 
fessed not to be the accredited agent of 
France, nor indeed to be the agent of 
France in any way; he told you that he 
acted under the orders of his government; 
and, in so acting conformed to the de¬ 
sire of the court of the Thuilleries." He 
had his credentials from Austria, 
in your hands, he was therefore the minis- ‘ 
ter of Austria only; from Austria alone 
he had received his pow'crs; you could 
not doubt whether he was the Austrian or 
the French minister, and pretending to 
have such a doubt, was in itself most of¬ 
fensive to the person whom you address¬ 
ed. The alternative is then put, that the 
prince de Stahremberg acts under the au¬ 
thority of the court of Vienna: and recog¬ 
nizing the ambassador in his proper cha¬ 
racter, his majesty complains of the lit-* 
tie reference that is had by the court of 
Vienna, to the conditions which were in 
April statedjjg his majesty to be indispen- 
sible preliminaries to the opening of a ne- 
gociation, for while the note of thejinder- 
signed of the 23d of November la^, 
cited by the prince de Stahremberg a» 
the foundation of the present proposal, 
his majesty observes *fvith surprise, thait 
this proposal flevertheless exter-ds only 
to the powers combined with Franco in 
the wai* against G. Britain, and not to 
the allies of G. Britain ih the war with 
France." Sir, in dwelling upon 
expression contained in the note o^tiho 
prince de Stahremberg, I nave i^aid aH I 
have to say, upon this part of Mr. Can^ 
ning's answer. I contend that ‘the ex- 
piiessioii> in the prince de StabrembergV 
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letter, is, to say the least of it, equivocal 5 
that if it be equivocal, jt was the duty of 
Mr. Canning to have obtained from the 
prince de Stahrembert, a, distiifct in¬ 
terpretation of it; am if he did not 
thiqk that necessary, Ire oiJght to have 
gijren an interpretation the mo^t favourable 
to the court of Vienna; which Vould have 
been, that she adhered to her ongmal pro¬ 
position of the 18th of April ; but that it 
is most unjustifiable to put An arbitrary 
construction'upon an equivocal sentence, 
pd then argue as if that construction were 
ifs real, true, undisputed construction. 
In this case, undoubtedly, the grammiiical 
construction of the sentence in que.stion 
was of great importance : and I am per¬ 
suaded, that neither Austria offered, nor 
did France intend that the mediation of that 
court should be offered to the exclusion of 
the allies of G. Britain. The^other alter- 
native is then taken, that the prince feah- 
remborg speaks in the name of the court 
of the Thuilleries. It is on this hypothesis 
said, that in professing' to speak in the 
name of another power, besides that of 
Austria, a .statement of some precise au¬ 
thority on the part of that powxr should 
hastWs^en.Tnjade, or some specific and au- 
•thenfeicated document produced which 
alone could justify the court, to which he 
addressed himself, in founding a public 
and important measure upon such a com¬ 
munication;'' certainly if he had professed 
to speak in the name of F'rance, powers 
from France ought to have been produced; 
but the decisive, and ready answer to the 
whole of that paragraph is, that he did not 
profess to speak in^'the name of France.— 
We now come to a most extraordinary 
p 2 irt of the Note, in which the secretary of 
state says, " that it was reasonably to be 
expected, that a pledge as solemn and au¬ 
thentic on the part of Franc^. as that given 
by his majesty to France, should have been 
comm^icated before his majesty could be 
called upon to make any further advance.^' 

I should have thought that the proposal on 
the part of France, for England to send 
negociators to PallS, was a pledge of the 
pacihe disposition of Frafice; but to my 
great surprise, 1 find that this desire is most 
grossly ^' misconstrued into an implication 
of an unjustifiable doubt of the sincerity 
of his majesty's professions." I really am 
,quitp at a loss/or any ground, upon which 
this can be plausibly stated. It appears to 
so Completely diffenent from the notion 
hat any person endowed with the least 
of candour would have foymtid^ 
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of such a request made by F'rance, that 
I must pass it over without comment. 
Very soon after, is revived the difficulty 
about a basis, and a complaint is made, 
that no intimation is given of the basis 
upon which it is proposed to negociatc. 
The smswer to that, 1 have before given. 
If you think a basis indilpensible, it must 
be presumed that you arc prepared with 
one ; if you arc prepared with one, w by, 
instead of raising a difficulty with regard to 
the enemy, do you not level the difficulty 
by making a rommunicatioii of your own 
basis? It is then observed, that if ever it 
could have been matter of doubt, whether 
the previous settlement of a basis of ne- 
gociation were nece.s.sary to the hope of its 
successful termination, the experience of 
the last negociation with France would 
have placed that question beyond coritit?- 
versy. Sir, undoubtedly 1 think it wou'd, 
but not in the intended by Mr. Secu- 
tary Canning. I think that the prelimi- 
nary condition of a basis was the bane of 
that negociation. That its introduction 
into the discussions was fatal to them, and 
that owing to the insisting ujioa the preli¬ 
minary basis, it was impossible to ascer¬ 
tain whether peace could or could not 
have been accomplished.—Then comes a 
paragraph which in itself is perfectly un¬ 
exceptionable ; and if it had been sent to 
Paris, accompanied only by one or two 
preceediijg sentences of form, and one or 
two succeeding sentences of conciliation, a 
negociation might have now been on foot, 
The paragraph ruas thus, “ his majesty is 
willing to treat with France, but he will 
treat only on a footint^ of perfect equality 
he is ready to treat wiih the allies ufFrance, 
but the negociation must equally embrace 
the allies of G. Britain." • Had the answer 
bgen confined to that one paragraph, and 
tlie rqj>ly on the part of France had been 
in the negative ; no question would have 
remained that she was' insincere, and 
thei^ would have been an end of the whole 
m^er. •Had the answer been in the afiir- 
malive, no obstacle to negociation could 
have presented itself. Another Unneces¬ 
sary difficulty is raised in the course of 
this note, ancf a punctilio created between 
this court and the court of the Thuilleries, 
which, but for the ingenuity of the secre¬ 
tary of state, would never hate existed. 

I am not aware of any inconvenience 
#yhicb has ever resulted from the negocia¬ 
tion carried on at Paris. 1 do not recol¬ 
lect that lord Mabnsbury stated any in¬ 
convenience arising fi^om this source, and 
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court of Vienna, /and professing to act 
undcr’thc orders oF that couri^ in the com- 
niunicai^ion he had made), and having in 
this very note* revived the exposition of 
the sentiments ojfthc court London, on 
the important suoject of negociation'tbo- 
tween the .Jielligerems, is expressly told, 
tiiat he ’^as no autlioriiy to speak in the 
perfectly well reeolK et, the delay in^iv- name of his majef ty to the government of 
ing pa.ssports to lord Lauderdale was Fraiuie/' ,To what end then has* the 
dwelt upon with great indignation and whol^ been written ? Sir, it appears that 
acrimony by thosi right hon. ge|Ulemen ; the bitter and sarca'^tic language coutained 
but 1 viewed that circumstance, in a iiglit in this note was not intended to answer 
very d life rent from them; and at all event.', any practical purpose whatever, and that 
they will allow me to recall to their the ^nly object of it was to off n l tlic 

foi.ection, that admitting the demand of prince de Stahreinbcrg, who had bt'cii 
passports had not been attended to with gnilly of the high crime of acting ni obe- 
ttie resjiect and promptitude which is due dience to the orders ()f his own ((nirt, and 
t 4 i all .such demands made by a negociator agreeably to the desire oi’that ol'France.—1 
in the country of the enemy; an apology have mnv,.sir, gone ilirough the wiiole of the 
for the delay was both demanded and Austrian ecwrespondencc ; and can only 
made; and that lord Lauderdale did not say, thdt if ministers were determined that 
renew hrs conferences, until he had ob- this offer of mediation sitoiild not issue in 
tamed the satisfaction due to his court, a negocialjon, and should not be jiroduc- 
Tlere, however, is an unnecessary difilculty tive of any avenue to nogociation, in any 
rrfnxted. You proiess only to be upon a way whatever, they could not liavc con- 
fuoting o/ equ.dity with France, she ollius ducted thcuiselves otherwise than they 
you a place of negociatiuii which you did; and that if they had condiicteil 
peremptorily ilecliue', whatever place for themselves in any conceivable ^iftiYiier^ 
negoeiatioii you may designate, she \N’ill diilerent froih that which they have done, 
ha\a* an (e|tud right to refuse. How at'e a negoclation must infallibly have )>eeri 
these dLpulos to be terminated, and v\hich the consequence. I have only further to 
power is to (oncede this false point of oliseia j a little, upon one of the conditions 
honour? Sir, I only hope that minister.s stipulated both here, and in the Russian 
may he more wi.se, than to think it neees- mediatj^un, that of a prelimiuaiy basis: and 
sary to abide by their own premature and I do so with a view of c^xUlng the attention 
internjierate declarations. 1 ctinnot piAs of the house, and ol the right hon. gent, 
.over the remainder of the note without biuiself, to his owm opinions upon that 
some observation. Tlie jnince de Stab- subject.—For myself, 1 must always con- 
remberg is a person of consequence m his sidcr th(' demand of a pro(:i,se basis, (as 
own country. Tliroughout Europe, lie is j)rciiininary to the ac<:eptaiK:e ol media-' 
known to be attached to the interests of tion, or o\(’ii as jjreliminary to entering 
England, and has even suifered, on acromit into nogociation) iioithef wdso nor expe- 
of his avowed altacliiueiU to her wndlaie, dirmt, and i^^wanted any toiifirmAtioii of 
some indignities on the part of the Frenclu my opinion upon that subject, 1 think I 
emperor. He is a man of high honour could find it in a pamphlet published 
and reputation, and a person, for vVhom under the name of Mr. Canning, j)urjy>rting 
one should imagine, as well on his «|W'n to be a s{.vecir dolix ered by him in this 
account, as on account of llie court of house, on the olh Jain 1807, in a debate 
Vienna, whi^'h has been faithful to Eng- on the conductipf the Tate negociation with 
land under all circumstances, mijijht have France, hi that speech, Mr. Canning is 
met with respect from his majesty s minis- represented as making use of these* re- 
ters. But Mr. Canning having gone out markable expressions. 1 trouble the house 
of the w;^y to oifend him, by separating with the passage at length, because I think 
the person of the prince from the charac- his argument clear and decisive upon the 
ter of the Austrian ambassador, concludes point. Mr. Canning says,»‘ and if, as the 
his note by the most extraordinary decla*- " noble^ lord (Howick) h^s informed us, 
ration perhaps that ever was made at any ‘ Mr. Fox rejected the suggestion of taS- 
time by any minister. It is this : the prince ' ing the stipulations of the treaty of 
de Stahremberg (io accredited from the »*'Amiens for the basis of h^gociation, be- 
VOL.X. , 3H . . , 


I do not know of any circumstance in the 
mission of the earl.s of Lauderdale and 
Yarmouth, that should induce England 
to declare positively that she never w^ould 
again seiq^l negociators to Poris. 1 know 
that my view of tiie nogociation ol 180fi 
is not that which is taken by theYight 
hon. gentlemen over agdinst me, and i 
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cause he thought tbathbcr ^yp'c vague, 

^ and indefinite; and (ha| more time there- 
' lore would be lot in /defining- afid ad- 
‘ justing the basis> than ifeiglft sufliciclit 

* (if well employed) fo^ discussing' and 
setfling the main points of a iiegocration, 

‘ is it poAsiblc that the noble brd should 
‘not perceive' that the adoptuhr of the 
‘*utl possidetis would have been liable to 

* similar einUarrassment; that he should 
' not be aw' 4 re of the perplexed and* in- 
' terminable discussions which muAt have 
' arisen in the attempt to define the pre- 
' CISC degree of possession, occupatioQ, or 
' coiitroul which should or should noven- 

* title to the benefit of the uti possidetis ? 

' to detetinine, for instance, whether the 
‘ kingdom of Holland, whether the princi- 

* palities of the Rhine, whether Southern 
' Germany, whether tlie fortresses of Aus- 
^ tria herself, should at the outlet of a*ne- 

■ ' gociation, be acknowledged by us to be 
‘ the lawful and confirmed possessions of 

* France, except so far as they might be 

* redeemed by such equivalents as ^^ c 
' might be able and disposed to give in 
^ exchange for them. I am confident, 

* fa nj th e very argument which the noble 
. '^lora Jiunself has advanced,^ renders me 

' still more confident in the opinion) that 
' such was Mr. Fox*s view of the su1))ect, 

' that his passing by the treaty of Amiens, 

' when it was first suggested by M. Tal- 
^ leyrand, and proceeding to suggest, iu- 

* stead of it, something w hich he ocilled a 

* basis, but which in fact amounted to no- 

* thing more than the st-atenunt of aprin- 
‘ ciple, which might be taken f6r granted 

* to prevail in every negociation, the 

* honour and glory of the two counrrifs, 

* was dictated? by precisely the same mo- 

* tive which afterw^ards induced him in his 
' answer to M. Talleyrand's letier of the 

* 2nd of June, to accept .so vWly M. 'lal- 
^ leyrand's proposed additional principle 

* of continental and maritime guarantee, 

* in p*rt;ference to (arid one must fairly say 
f in exclusion of) the other oiler, which is 
< asserted to have biien made at the same 
»time through lord Yarmofth, of uti pos- 
^ si4jDtis, and the motive wdiich in each 

case operated with Mr. Fox, appears to 

* have been simply the desire to avoid any 
^ technical,basis, as utterly inapplicable to 

* the existing state of the world, and as 

* Ukeljf to require (as the noble lord 

has himself .contended would 
been the case with th^ stipulations 
tlio treaty of Amiens, and as I think J 
wotdd equally have arisen ui' 
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^ an/ attempt to apply the uti possidetis) 

' more time ih the application and adjust-^ 

‘ ment of fhe basis than would have been 
' sufficient to di.scuss and settle the terms 
' of the most complicated negociation.*’— 
Sir, I am perfectly w'cll aware that Mr. 
Canning is here stating what was Mr. 
Fox's reasoning upon the subject of a 
basis'*, and wliat the line of his conduct 
appeared to have been. I agree with him 
in the position he has laid dowm with re¬ 
gard to Mr. Fox, and I ttiink that the rea¬ 
soning* which he has given to Mr. Fox 
upon the impropriety of insisting upon any 
technical basis w hatever, is incontroverti¬ 
ble. I am however w'arranted in suppos¬ 
ing that the right bon. gent, also himself 
thinks that rea.soning perfectly correct; 
because, after having stated it so clearly 
and ably as he has done in that pamphlet, 
he gives no opinion in contradiction to it, 
although in the course of the speech he 
took every opportunity to stigmatize such 
errors as he supposed imputable to the 
cthiduct of the whole of the administration 
engaged in that negociation. And he evi¬ 
dently contrasts the wise policy of Mr. Fox, 
with that which he represents as in the 
highest degree blameable in those who 
succeeded him in the management of the 
negociation.—Sir, a question may be iiere 
asked of me, w hy, if you think the para¬ 
graph w'hich you have quoted, and which 
18 contained In the letter of Mr. Canning 
to the prince de Stahremberg, namely, 
J:hat his majesty is willing to treat with 
France, but he will treat only on a foot¬ 
ing of perfect equality; he is ready to* 
treat woth the allies of France, but the 
negociation must equally embrace the 
ijiterests of the allies of (T^Britain why. 
if j'ou think that paragraph contains all 
tliat would be necessary as an overture to 
France for entering into negociation, do 
^you require any thing more at the hand.s 
of il^ administration ? Sir, I allow that 
the paragraph in question contains the 
w hCle that would be necessary for my 
purpose : but a paragraph may be so ac¬ 
companied as to make it obnoxious in the 
company which it keeps, when ^)y itself 
it might convey an amicable meaning. 
Such is the present case. And moreover 
Mr. Canning has so contrived it,*^that even 
if there were nothing offensive in the 
letter, to detract from the amicable con¬ 
struction which might be put upon the 
paragraph separately considered, he has 

* See vol. viii.*p. 39Sf 
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precluded the possibility of eventual , 
advantage by telling the Austrian am¬ 
bassador that he is not to communi¬ 
cate to France the intentions of the 
king’s g(ivernment; and therefore the pa¬ 
ragraph is without edeCt, excepting so far 
as it may be calculated, in common with 
the rest of the letter, to olFend the co\U't 
of Austria, in the person of itsambassiiidor. 
Upon the whole, I think that in all the 
records of diplomatic transactions, no pro¬ 
duction can be fchind more replete with 
oflence, or more inconsistent with the 
true and genuine character of a statesman. 

It may be said in extenuation of Mr, Can- 
riing’s conduct, that it is evident from 
some short notes of a posterior date, that 
the prince de Stahremberg could have 
b^d no authority for his conduct from the 
court of Vienna; because in answer to a 
question put to him by Mr. Canning, rela¬ 
tive to the departure of Mr. Adair from 
Vienna, the i)rince de Stahremberg says, 
tliat he has received no dispatches from 
his court since tlie 30th of Oct. ^n an¬ 
swer to that, 1 have only to remark that 
tli(* count dc Metternh h, the Austrian 
ambassador to the court of the Thuilleries, 
was at Paris: it was therefore very possi¬ 
bles that communications should be trans¬ 
mit fct-d from the count dc Stadion, the mi¬ 
nister lor foreign allairs at Vienna, through 
count Metteniich to the prince de Stah¬ 
remberg, and that he might have full 
authority for every step that he took (as 
in fact there can be no question that he 
had), without any immediate and direct 
• communication with Vienna.—Another 
observation may be made, upon the situa¬ 
tion of the court of Vienna, as offering to 
mediate at this period, between G. Britain 
and France. It may be objected that the 
state of subserviency in which that cobrt 
was placed towards the court of thc^'Fhuil- 
leries, disqualified her for the nlTice of me-* 
diation. If such indeed had been stated 
by the king^s ministers to have Jiee\^ the 
reason of their rejection of the mediation, 
it would have been fair to argue, that as 
on the one hand, the subserviency of the | 
court of Vienna to the French "govern¬ 
ment, disqualified her for the office of me- | 
diatrix; so on the other hand, that France 
being in • possession of the full powers 
given to the Austrian minister at Paris, to 
make such communications as France 
should jthink fit to dictate to the Austrian 
minister at the court of London, and 
knowing that England could not be ap¬ 
proached, except m the way of mediation, 
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France humbled Mrself to adopt the only 
path Which Engh^d had left open for her 
advanocs. In that light indeed I am in¬ 
clined to v^iew it,jpnd I cannot conceive 
any thing more ^jjesirable than that one of 
the belligerent powers should avail herself 
with the vtmost promptitude of the. in¬ 
fluence i^viiich she possessed over another 
power recognized by both, as competent 
to exercise jhe high and friendly office of 
medtation, to communicate her intentions 
directly to the otlicrr belligerent. It is in 
vain to dwell longer upon this subject, be¬ 
cause no such objection has been started 
uporf the part of government,—1 ought to 
apologize for having detained the house 
so long upon this part of the question; 
but in justice to the right hon. gent, so 
deeply interested in the transaction, I 
was bound to go into a minute detail. In 
justi^ce to myself, and to the propositions 
which 1 intend to establish upon these pa¬ 
pers, it was ne( essar}' that 1 should discuss 
them much at length, and I trust that I 
have in some measure succeeded in con¬ 
vincing the house, that another golden 
opporiiiuity has been lost, not indeed 
of making peace, (for I beg the house 
again to understand, that I do,*‘aftcl a I- , 
ways have carefully abstained from the 
assertion, that peace in any case might 
iiave been made) but of entering into ne- 
gociatinn, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether peace could or could not be ef¬ 
fected., 1 have thought it my duty to ex¬ 
pose to the severest censure of this house, 
the conduct of the king’s government upon 
this occasion, and more particularly tliat of 
his majesty \s secretary of state for foreign 
affairs; because it does appear to me neces-* 
sary to state luy opinion to the house and 
the country at large of his utter insufficien¬ 
cy to guide us through the dangers and dif¬ 
ficulties wlTfPli surround us in this crisis of 
our fate. I am sure the right hon. gent, 
from the freedom he has taken with 
the characters of some of his colleaghes in 
office, wiH excuse the freedom which I 
have taken with hM^vofficisd character; 
having on a fiiriner occasion declared in 
his place in this house, his colleaguejord 
Hawkesbury unqualified to hold the office 
of foreign affliirs, he cannot object to my 
expressing the opinion that I entertain of 
the comparative merits of his 
present secretaries of stale. Uporf a re¬ 
view then of the,papers which have been 
laid upon the table the house of com- 
ons signed by lord Hawkeabury, and 
ose signed by Mr. Canaii^, I can Iwre 

• * 
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no hesitation in sayinal that I had much 
father the seals of the "^reign office' were 
in the hands of lord Hafcvkesbury, than in 
those of their present jLssd^sqj*. In lord 
Hawkesbury's corrospoi\lente, there ap¬ 
peals to be a frankness, a simplicity, and 
a temper which are totally wanting in the 
coiTC^pondcnce of the right hon. gent, and 
which arfe very ill compensated by the 
smartness and satire so conspicuous m his 
dispatches.. If therefore^, the adminfstra- 
tion must needs consist of the same com¬ 
ponent parts, I could wish, for the advan¬ 
tage of the country, that these two p^sons 
should change situations. But, sir, how¬ 
ever material it may be to review the con¬ 
duct of ministers, and for the hon.^e to ex¬ 
press its opinion upon that conduct, what 
IS past is of much less importance than 
what is to come; and it remains to be J 


considered what course we odght now to 
pursue. What is past is lainentalile, but 
irremediable; wiiat is to come requires 
the utmost eflbrts of liutnan wisdom to 
turn to the best account. If I shall have 
persuaded the house, or any considerable 
proportion ot it, that at no period the ex¬ 
periment of negneiation has been carried 
, *to ^^itinost; and that in the two last 
instances, it was not the perviusene^s of 
France, bui the tolly of Eiigh.iid, which 

r reveiiteri our entering into negociation, 
shall ha\c effected a great deaT, because 
-1 shad have persuaded the house, or such 
persons in it upon whom my arguments 
may hav(‘ made any impression, that they 
ought not to cast away all hope of peace, 
and that it is not ne^e^savy to stifle all de¬ 
sire of it. My opinion is now what it has 
been from the commenceinent of the first 
revolutionary war: ])eace has been ail 
along essential the interests, it is now 
more tjiaii at any preceding period neces¬ 
sary to the salvation of th^country. I 
deny the insane proposition, that peace is 
more dangerous than wan 1 will not as¬ 
sert \hat, with peace wp can insure safety, 
but I am convinced that in •everlasting 
war we must find^ur ruin. A rajiid re- 
,, view of our iriternal situation, and even a 
rej^etition oi the name of our sister 
kingdom, and the catalogue of om* fo¬ 
reign dependencies, will too clearly es¬ 
tablish that proposition. I/)ok at the pe- 
titioas upon your tabic, and read what 
the^ contain. •Look at Ireland, at India, 
suid your possessions iu the Wrst Indies; 
a^nd, having done so, ask yourselves whe- 
t tber a continuation of the war must tmt 
the greatest calamities upon th^ 


' country, unless you can effect a' firm and 
general conviction that it is the am¬ 
bition and injustice of France alone, 
which prevents the accomplishment of 
peace. But it is necessary that #a nego¬ 
ciation very diflerent from any of the pre¬ 
ceding ones, should bo entered into, for 
the purpose for ascertaining that fart.'— 
Sir, i believe there are many who have 
such a horror of peace with I'rance that 
they would be inclined to vote with me 
upon thft third proposifion, which 1 shall 
submit to the consideration of the house, 
upon the expediency of making a direct 
overture for negociation with Fraiu'c, if 
they could be convinced that that over¬ 
ture \vould terminate unsuccessfully, after 
the example of Mr. Dundas, who told the 
house of commons, that in the fai|uic 
the negociation at Lisle and Pans, the 
country had had tw^o great escapes. Such 
is the hatred of some towards France, 
such the infatuation of others, and such 
the controul of interest, as I fear, over 
many, that for these diflerent reasons de¬ 
siring a prolongation of the war, they 
would w'lsh to throw' t|\ow'holo hlaine u])on 
France, and they v\ould he glad to enter 
into a mock negociation for that ])urposc. 
Such certainly is not my vnnv of the sub¬ 
ject. I wish to enter into a negoeiKtion 
not only for the purpose of ascertaining the 
siiiM iity of Franco, but in the hope, nay 
even in the expectation of being able to 
procure ])eace, uj)on honourable and equi¬ 
table terms. Sir, it lias been said by some, 
that a peace of security would content 
them; and tliat tor the })reseut all idea of 
our honour must be out of the question. 1 
am of a very d illerent opinion. 1 certainly 
w ould not consent to any^^pcace, in which 
the honour ol'the country was not consult¬ 
ed. As to security, w'him can it ever be 
ohtairied ? The volumes of treaties, w*ith 
which our libraries are loaded, show that 
peacy] has seltlom bei n maintained be- 
twet-n cqjitractmg parties, w lienever it be- 
caftn* the interests of cither the one or the; 
other power to break the contracts With 
the power of France, so enormous as it 
now confessedly is, when (!an you say that 
you are secure in peace ? If you wait un¬ 
til you can have security, that the peace 
winch you make shall bti mainkained dur¬ 
ing any given period, you must abandon 
j^\\\ hopes of peace; but I should enter into 
negociation, expecting that it wojjld ter¬ 
minate in peace; and hoping that such 
peace w^ould' be permanent and secure, nr 
as much so as at aiiy other period with 
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any other government.—The right hon. 
gent, in the Declaration which 1 take to 
be his production, has described in glow¬ 
ing teriAs, the y)reseni state of the French 
power; Jie has asserted, and most truly, 
that ' kingdoms are prostratt* at her feet, 
und that the population of np‘i(ms is ranged 
under her banners.^ Formidable indeed 
is the power so described, but wha!^ has 
laid kings prostrate at her feet, and what 
has ranged the population of nations under 
her banner ? the Aifatuated policy of Eng¬ 
land, during the last fifteen yeaifs. Is 
there any hope then by a perseverance in 
the same policy, that this power can be in 
Ihe smallest degree diminished ? Let us 
not deecivc ourscKes, nor stand aghast as 
if something preternatural had been eilect- 
ed! thtue is no miracle in all this, it is 
simply tbe coiisec|ucncc of one man, of ex¬ 
traordinary talents, taking advantage of 
the, folly and the blunders of the rest of 
mankind. We talk of the machinations, 
the artilires, and the intrigues of Buona¬ 
parte : they all resolve themsel^\‘s into 
four great liattlcs, Marengo, Austerlitz, 
Jena, and Fried land. These arc the ma¬ 
chinations by which he got the continent 
into his power. You made it necessary 
for him to figlit those battles; you com- 
hinad the world against him, he has con¬ 
quer* d tlie world rornbuied, and he has 
combined tbe world against you. We 
talk again at other times, of the fortune of 
Buonajiarte, as if there were some good 
genius attendant upon him, which led inm 
to the accomplislimeiit of his objects, and 
• as if an evil genius at all times attended 
th(‘ coalitions formed against him, and led 
them to deleat and to disgrace : Sir, 

'fhc lucky haveihoir moments, those they use, 
J'h’ unlucky liavc their hours, and those they 
lose. • 

That is the solution of this great mystery 
as it respects Buonaparte and the priwcrjf 
engaged against him. What could be 
more absurd, not to go back *to mriner 
periods, than the last coalition excitci^ by 
Englaml against France ? To enter into 
tlie detail of all the Papers, which were 
imprudently thrown upon the tabic of the 
house of commons,* at the time lord Mul- 
gni\v held the office of foreign secretary 
of state, \tould not be'p^ssible at this time; 
but I would refer the house, and the pub¬ 
lic, to a review of them, for the proof pf 
what Lassen. Austria was totally unpre¬ 
pared. She was a powxr at that time as 

* See Appendix to vol. vi. 
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great, if not greaer, than before the re-» 
volutfomof Francf. Her dominions were 
more cwncentrateJ, her population greater, 
her spirit, even Aider the most cruel re¬ 
verses, haj pev^ been brbken ; and if 
you would not have dragged her forkh at 
a time when she was conscious of her in¬ 
ability to stir, she might have recovered ; 
and, at some future period have opposed 
to Fuaiice almost formidable and efibctual 
resiAance. Forced by your impolicy she 
ran uf^on her ruin ; and although she has 
been suffered to remain a great power 
still, much more time will be requisite be- 
for<tf she can again make head upon the 
continent. Russia w'as an unbroken power, 
but it was madness to call hi‘r forth at the 
moment that you did ; and the formation 
of the last coaiition was one of that series 
of acts of impolicy, or rather the most ab¬ 
surd of al> those impolitic acts of which 
Englaifd has been so long guilty. It has been 
of fatal consequence, not only as it has led 
to the defeat and disgrace of the combined , 
armies, but as it has given to the French 
emperor a proof of his power, w'hcu en¬ 
gaged against those armies. When we 
talk of artifice and deceit, let us recollect 
that the foundation of the hop? iff thaf . 
coalition, was the deceit practised upon 
the French emperor; that that deceit, up to 
the period at which you expected its de¬ 
tection, was successful. JSir, we have now 
drank the ( up of experience to. the dregs, 
and 1 ihink the most infatuated enthusiast 
in polities can no longer look to the con¬ 
tinent for any hope of curtailing, much 
less of destroying, the power of France. 
How much more formidable have y ou ren¬ 
dered the French emperor, by bunging 
his armies in contact with Chose of every 
power of tbe continent ! before you had 
done so, e xpe ctation might have been en¬ 
tertained By yourselves, or by the powers 
w ho had not tried it, either separately, or 
jointly, that France might have been re¬ 
sisted by a combination of those piiWers: 
and indeed a doubt might have been en¬ 
tertained in the miiwl^f the French empe¬ 
ror himself, w^etjier, with his consummate. 
military skill, and with such an engine as 
lhe.French armies, and the armies of the 
nations then dependent upon France* he 
could make head against the other powers 
of the continent. You have absurdly 
shewn him, that Austria Russia*com^ 
bined, are no nv^ttch for him; you ha^e 
shewn him that Russia and Prussia com¬ 
bined are no match for liim, and it is now 
‘ no matter of speculation, but a thijng wliich 

» » 
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you have forced him tl put to the proof, peace; we shall find that war has not 
that he is superior to evftry, and to all the stopped but materially accelerated that 
armies of the continent You avfs now progress; there are no means in war to 
aloiie ; and how are your individual inte- prevent its further progression. Tht* French 
rests to be conl^ulted ? Whc\t t say alone, power is more progressive during,>var than 
I do* not forget that youThave an alliance during peace. But during peace the power 
with Sweden; but that alliance isaw'eight of England and her allies would he upon 
upon you, rather than any assistance to the recovery. But what elfect may the 
you.—I say then, that you are alone in cont'^uance of the war produce upon our 
the war ; and how are your individual jnte- external possessions? Do not nunisters 
rests to be consulted, but by peace ? E"pon know that a most 1‘ormidable attack upon 
what appears to me to* be the fi^lly of our India^i em])ire is in the c ontcini)lation 
commercial warfare, I have touched in the of Frvice ? Do they not know^ that the 
earlier part of my speech,—It has often means for that attack are in preparation ? 
been said, and wdth great truth as it ap|iJics That so soon after the peace of Tilsit as 
to this country, that we ought to be ex- the 12th of Aug. 1607, general Gardane 
tremely thankful to Providence, that w^e was at Constantinople, on his w^ay to Per- 
are unacquainted with the actual horrors sia, for the purpose of preparing for jhe 
of war : that this country has not been its inarch of an army to India ? that singp 
theatre, at least for a long period ; and that period, men oi* science and military 
that w'hilst desolation is spread over^the knowledge have been Ironv time to time 
plains of the continent, we are in*all the passing from Franco into Persia, with a 
enjoyment of profound peace. But al- view to the same object ? and do they not 
though to us this is a blessing, I much also know that the thing itself is of mucli 
question whether it is not the reverse of a rnpre ^asy performance, than many of 
blessing to all the rest of mankind ; for those achievements wliich the emperor of 
there is a wdde ddlerence between giving the French has accomplished ? and can 
large sums of money, the which in truth they point out any mean> by w hich, if the 
^oes ilbtMeprive the majority of those who attack should be made, it can be repelled ? 
give tfiem, ofmiy even of the comforts of Does not the continuance of the war then 
fife, much less of its necessaries, and being put to hazard the existence of our lalian 
subject to those calamities which are in- empire ? does it not put to hazard theex- 
cvitable w’here the contest is actually car- istence of every English subject in India ? 
ried on. If the hoiTors of w^ar were but Here then is another reason, why, w'hile 
once tasted amongst us, I do not think that there is yet time, w'c should aiternpt to nc- 
the indisposition to peace would be so gociate for peace. What is the state of 
strong as it has hitherto been, and as I per- Ireland ? the bare mention of Ireland brings 
haps tear it may even now be.—If wc con- her situation home in a most terrific man-,, 
tinue the contest, it may come nearer ner to the bosom of every man ; and does 
home.—iredand may be the theatre of not the state of Ireland aflbrd a reason 


war, nay it is •not out of the reach of pos¬ 
sibility, that the theatre of w^ar may be 
transferred to England herself. God avert 
it! I am not one of those wtfc ever gave 
way to the expression of sentiments wliich 
those who uttered them 1 am Bure never 
scriod^ly entertained: I never said, ** a 
speedy meeting to Buonapartef upon our 
own shores V God grant that he may 
never attain these shores! ibut if the war 


is be interminable, that is one of the 
scenes which must eventually be acted 
Sir, I will here notice one of the grounds 
of alarm which I have heard expressed on 
the subject of peace, arising out of the 
'extension oi’ th6 French empire, which we 
vwtnessed during the ^hort interval vof the 
peiKse of Amiens. I would ask gentlemen 
t<i 4<eview the couiparalive progress of tl|^ , 
of France jebring war, and ^urin/ 




why you should attemp|, while there is 
yet time, to negociate for peace ? What 
IS your situation with regard to America, 
are yoTi not, by mismanagement or other¬ 
wise, upon the eve of a rupture with that 
country ? would not the addition of Ame¬ 
rica to the number of our enemies be ot 
th(# greatest possible consequence to us ? 
and is not our critical situation with regard 
to her, another reason why you should 
make an attempt to open a negociation ? 
even for the sake of your ally, iSw'eden, 
should you not attempt to nt^ociate ? for 
a perseverance in the contest must be to 
her ruin, in spite of all the assistance she 
pay receive from England.—To all this it 
may perhaps be shortly answered, by the 
kii4[^s ministers, we arc desirous of open¬ 
ing a negociation with France, whenever 
a fair opportunity call be found, upon a 



15] PARL. DEBATES, Feb. *29, I SO^.—the Mediation tf Rtmia and Austria. [84-6 

footing of equality, and in a manner Iio- degrading. In tlJ speech I have already 
nourable to the country. Sir, the minis- quoted^ he distinJtly says, " that at any 
ters arc constantly talking about their dis- time when r^egeJiation is desirable,* he 
position to peace, but let us look a little cannot corffcmvc mat any delicacy, as to 
for what^they are waiting: first of all, for which party*shAild make the prof^sal, 
an impartial mediator. Why, Sir, whether ought to stand in the way.^^ 1 agree 
partial or imi)artial, there is no mediator with this theory, and I recommend to him 
now left upon the face of the earth.—Next, the practice of it. In confirmation of its 
till I’rancc shall send a proper basi^ and propriety, I refer him to a person in whose 
propose an unobjectionable spot for the diplomatic 5hool he was bred, of whom he 
purpose of treating : has always professed a great admiration, 

Uusticus expectat dum defluat aftinis. and foV whom I entertain the; highest res- 

What remains to be done ? nothing, but pect; I mean lord Grenville. During the 
that this country should make an over- perj^d in which he held the office now oc- 
ture to France, as direct as the French cupied by the right hon. gent, three pro- 
emperor has ever made to you. Is there positions W’ere made from this country to 
any humiliation in this proposition ? if ' France: all of them direct, and all of thtft 
tliere be, the French emperor has twice manly character which belongs to the 
siffficiently humbled himself before you; noble lord. First, when he ordered Mr. 
ftu* twice he has made direct overtures Wickham to address Mr. Barthclemi, it 
of negociation. Can there be any ex- was*to "osk directly of the French govern- 
peclaiion that he will repeat them ? ment, whether they were inclined to treat 
Kecollect the abrupt and repulsive man- for peace ? no mention of preliminary 
nor in which he was received ii\ 1800, basis, no delicacy or feeling of hurniliatiou " 
when he made his first overture to tBo in being the first to court that which was 
king, on his being invested with the chief then deemed desirable; it W'as a direct, 

( onsulatc of France ! recollect the deceit- honourable, and manly proposition. It 
ful (I had almost said the treacherous) failed. On the second occasion^ a«ques- 
incide in which he was received the second lion was asked through the Danish minister 
time, when on assuming the imperial dig- at Paris, who answered the noble lord, 
nityT he again made a direct overture for that the then French government would 
peace. You told him at that time, that notallow of any indirect communication, 
before you could give him any answer you I^rd Grenville immediately wrote to the ' 
must consult your allies. You did consult French minister of foreign alfairs ; a nego- 
your allies ; but not for the purpose of ciatioiiVas the consequence, which ended 
obtaining from them their consent to entfr unfortunately. The third time, without 
into negociation, but for the purpose of any attempt at indirect means, lord Gren- 
Vxciting them to a coalition, the object ville wrote a letter, most judiciously ex- 
oT which waste overwhelm and to destroy pressed, to the minister of foreign affairs 
liim. Is there any hope then (even if you at Paris in the first instance. • It is not ne- 
were so to revenic the character you draw cessary now to go into an investigation of 
of him, as to represent him one of the most the merits of those n^gociations : they 
moderate ami equitable of maiikiyd), is were diseuwed at the time, and mj’ opin- 
ihere any hope that he will agpin attempt^ ions upon them are the same as they were 
to approach this country by direct over- then ; but w ith regard to the conduct of 
tures ? After the manner in which Dhave lord Grenville, in the different over^res, 
shewm that you have treated the hvo ofi^rs no doubt was entertained then, nor cm it 
of mediation of Austria and Russia, is now, that it w'as wise, nolitic, honourable, 
there arty hope tliat he will again hazard and consistent.^with ms own dignity, as 
any indirect attempt ? Is it reasonable to well as with that of the country ; it was 
expect ijt ? and even if he were inclined to such a line of conduct as ought to be jmr- 
do it, what ministers have you at your sued at this moment.—^The question then 
court, or what ministers has he at his, occurs, what difficulties would arise in 
through thb means of whom he could make such a negociation ? the course of eventa 
any such attempt ? 1 repeat the question has very much smoothed tliem. Th<f war. 
then, what is there left but a direct offer of you say is pm*ely defensive ; the questicq^ 
negociation on the part of England ?— Sir, of peace then is purely a question of 
I have the authority of the present secre- terms. But would France acceded our offer 
tary of state, that in a direct proposition oT negociation ? I havenoHoubtshe wouldt 
from this countpr, there can be nothing and eagerly too. It is quite unnecessary* 
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to eiitef into any 
stion of terms 
at ion, and*forthc 
contemplation 
hether peace be 


for my present purpos< 
argument upon tne q 
that is a difl’erent consid 
present is wholly out of 
All I want to ascertain is. 
possible or not, by which I always under¬ 
stand an honourable peace ; and if I can 
ascertain that fact even in the negative, I 
shall have produced great advantage to 
the country. A conviction of* the wiT^t of 
moderation in the Frenck* emperor, and of 
the impassibility of obtaining peace,* would 
unite all hearts, and all hands, in the de 
fence of the country. Every privation would 
be submitted to: the honour of the country 
and its salvation would be paramount to 
every feeling of individual distress. I 
should no longer be apprehensive of the 
power of France. She would have cre¬ 
ated against herself an invincible barrier ; 
,and we, secure in the justice of opr own 
cause, should be invincible against all her 
efjbrts. Is it from any enthusiastic feeling 
that I am making this assertion ? is it the 
result of a sanguine mind, or introduced 
merely for the purpose of supporting my 
own argument I no. Sir, I rely upon 
histoiiica’* example. What produced the 
kalvaxion of Holland in the seventeenth 
century, but the injustice, the cruelty, 
and the inordinate ambition of Louis 
the XIVth? Let us look at that period 
of history, and we. shall find that the 
liberties of mankind were thought, by 
those who then lived, to be in Manger 
as imihinent as we deem them to be in at 
present. At the head-of a vast military 
force, commanded by the greatest gene¬ 
rals, and guided by the counsels of the 
wisest statesipen of the age, actuated by 
an .ambition as immoderate, and cursed 
with a heart as unfeeling as ever was at¬ 
tributed to any conqueror upQj^the face of 
the earth, Louis the XlVlh, in conjunc- | 
tion with the prostitute administration of 
Chanifc‘S II. attacked the liberties of Hol¬ 
land. There appeared to be ijo salvation 
for the country. He had but to approach, 
and to overrun it his armies. Such 
was the state of desponddficy and dejec¬ 
tion into which the inhabitants of the Low 
Countries were sunk; suoh were the*dis¬ 
tresses which the people felt, that a depu¬ 
tation fe the French king to re- 

quei^ ^at w would name the terms xipon 
* * ' ho would grant them peace ; and 
were ready to accept terms of greater 
illation than had ever before been im- 
sod upon any independent power. B«t 
,e avrqgance of Louis the XiVth knew no 



bounds ; he exacted from them more than 
human nature could endure. From that 
moment there was a revulsion in the mind 
of the Dutch nation Having clone tlicir 
utmost to procure safety, by sukmission, 
and finding tliat it was not to be obtained, 
their hearts were steeled against their op¬ 
pressor; they rallied uiuler that mighty 
geniil's, the prince of Orange, our great 
deliverer William the Illd, who conducted 
them to victory and to glory. The injus¬ 
tice of L«uis the XlVtn formed the pe¬ 
destal,•from which arose the exalted lame 
of that illustrious monarch, which has 
spread over every region of the earth. 
From the moment that the deputies of 
Holland returned from the presence; of the 
French monarch, his projects were all 
ballled, and his army was ultimately conk- 
pclled to retire in disgrace. If then the* 
French emperor should c ventually conduct 
himself 111 tlie manner which so man} per¬ 
sons are willing to attribute to him, but as 
1 think^ falsely, 1 am warranted in antici- 
v|)8Lting such consequences as followed from 
the same c'.onduct on the part of Lewis the 
XiVth.—It is evidently necessary, how¬ 
ever, that wc .should conduct mjrselvt s 
towards the chief of tin; I'reach govern¬ 
ment with the same policy, that we would 
use towards any otlier person with w«.hom 
wm were about to negociate, or with wIkuii 
wc were iicgociating, either in a private or 
pulilic station of lil‘e. It is not cojisistent 
with the policy or the dignity of a great 
n^ition, to approach anotluu* jiowar, with a 
manifestation oi'feelings ofdisgusi, ot sus¬ 
picion, or personal antipathy. Much, never-. 
theless, have been tlie manner and ft;clnigs 
with \vhi< h the emperor of France has al¬ 
ways been ap|)roached on,ihc part ul‘Eng¬ 
land. There lijsboen no period in wduchtho 
conduct of England towairds him has been 
wise or conciliatory. There has lieeii no 
person emj>royed, on the part of England, 
who,g in inv opinion, has understood the 
character* of the man. At no lime has la; 
hef n treated with the consideration diu' to 
the situation vvhicli he occupies, and to the 
achievements which he has perfonned. I 
think that lord Wliitwortli, in the conver¬ 
sations which hi! held with him, jnevious 
to the nqiture of the peace of Aniicus 
grossly misunderstood his chafaeter and 
intentions. 1 think that at the period of 
fho ncgo<'iation of 1806, Ins character was 
again greatly misunderstood. Slr^ 1 hope 
I shall not be misrepresented, as ifl wished 
that the ministers of England should coii- 
duct themselves wnth adulation or servi- 
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lity towards the French emperor. I mean 
not, and cannot be supposed to mean, any 
such thing.—But in negocialion with fo¬ 
reign powers, as well as in the conduct 
and business of private life, if we cannot 
talk with confidence, we had better not talk 
at all ; a communication upon any busi¬ 
ness would be very injudiciously carried 
on by a party, who in the outset should 
tell the person with whom he is coftimu- 
nicating, that he has the worst opinion of 
him in the world. Such, however, is really 
the way in whicfi this government has al¬ 
ways conducted itself towards the^resent 
ruler of France; and setting out with a 
^determination not to believe any thing 
that is told us, w'e are surprised that our 
communications have not come to a happy 
issue.—Sir, I cannot help observing upon. 
•>he sort of personal hatred and antipathy 
towards the French emperor, which ap¬ 
pears to prevail in the minds of a large 
part of the community, as if each man had 
a personal quarrel with him. The origin 
of this feeling is to be traced to the various 
endeavours which have been rnaJe to |jjif* 
cite the public hatred from the moment 
he attained the consular power. It argues 
a great degeneracy of national character, 
and it has given rise to many very disgraceful 
publications. A national antipathy, found¬ 
ed •upon the crimes perpetrated by the 
chief of a government, whether crimes of 
state, or of a more private nature, can be 
no ground fcM* a continuation of war be¬ 
tween two countries. The murder of Don 
Carlos by Philip the second, was iie^i’er 
urged as a cause of war against Spain. 
The execution of the Czarowitz Alexis 
by Peter the Great, was never considered 
as a just cause of hostility against Russia. 
The punishment of the crimes of princes, 
is in the hand of the Ruler of princes ;^and 
it is not for us, to make them the^cause of 
])unishment to • their guiltless people and 
our own. Providence, in i*ts inscrutable 
wisdom, works by means, and oftei^deigns 
to produce the greatest good by the most 
ignoble and vicious instruments. I d^ not 
suppose that any person will question the 
advantage derived to this country from the 
introduction of the reformation. Yet by 
the brutal lusts of Henry the VITIth, was 
thaj. reformation introduced among us. 
The advantage accruing to the cause of 
true religion, morality, and virtue, is the 
same, whether he who effected it were tjie 
most virtuous or the most vicious of man* 
kind.—fciir, it has been much the practice 
in this houscj to substitute recrimination 
VoL.X. ^ • 


for defence. CoJd the present ruler of 
France obtain a wrdict of acquittal from 
any charge preftlred again; 3 t him, pro¬ 
vided *he could slew that his accusers had 
been guilty df ajparallel clinic, he would 
have no grdkt ij^fliculty in standing clear 
with the world. If, for instance, he^were 
charged with violent and unjust aggression 
by Austria, Prussia and Russia, he might 
answer in one word—Poland. At al I times 
the answer, he could have given to Eng¬ 
land might hav^ been—India ; and now, 
unhappily, he might add the. decisive 
name of Denmark. I fear there is nothing 
arising out of the particular purity of this 
country, which can justify us in saying, 
that we will have nothing to do with the 
government of France. It’Francebe load¬ 
ed with political crime, so are the nations 
she has conquered, and so are we. Let us 
view the trespasses of France, with the 
same indulgence we think due to those of * 
other countries, or to our own. Or at the 
least let us not set up an hypocritical rea¬ 
son for refusing to negociate with her. • 
Again, if we are in the high situation, 4 
at times described in colours so glowing, 
by orators on the other side of the 
house, let us follow the examj^e of Buo¬ 
naparte, and seize the propitious moment 
of national elevation. In .the zenith of 
our strength, let us make one frank and 
generous overture for pacification.—Sir, it 
will be objected that such is the inordinate 
ambition of Buonaparte, there can be no 
hope<hathe wdll be seriously inclined to 
peace. That his ambition is great, nobody 
can doubt; but it is an ambition much 
under the guidance of prudence ; he never 
fails to take every precaution for his se¬ 
curity. He never proceeds without know¬ 
ing, in case of reverse, how*he is to retire; • 
and his ambition has nftver yet, as far as 1 
have been able to observe, tempted him to 
go much^eyond the true line of his in¬ 
terest. In talking of inordinate or insa¬ 
tiable ambition, we mean that passion 
when carried to such an extent tp pre-' 
dominate over prudence and discretion- 
Such was the ambitMH of Charles the XII. 
which w^as trMy insatiable, and disdaining 
even the slightest controul; hurried him to 
bis ruin : but the ambition of Buonaparte 
has always been subservient to his policy. 
Previous to the treaty of Campio Formio, 
the Austrian capital was in his ppvj^er i he 
stopped because it was his interest to do so. 
After the battle of Austerlitz, when** in 
possession of the capital of the AusU'ian 
►empire, did he a peace with Austria 
3.J t * 

. * • , 
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di,flfei|S|it^%ra that whl<^ the coolest, jjoll- ^nil ptil^c^ jEugpne,, reduced the power of 
U^ian^Wd^WTe preslibcd ? Did Be db- h^ arinsj^ and brought her to the lowest 
play the features of a fcvage fero^t^^ or state of humiliation. Let us notj however, 
^id lin gratify by acts^of ,barbafity that forget tliat the cruel bigotry of Louis the 
disposition to Vengeance^ whicn is attribu- XlVth. materially embarrassed hij military 
ted«to him? Did he not rather conduct cKcrtions, and blending domestic conteu- 
himself towards the Austrian monarchy, tions with foreign >vai*, heightened his 
its sovereign and his people, in s^mamier, own distress, and powerfully contributed, 
w^hich, if it had been atloptcd by any amopg other causes, to effect the salvation 
other than Bviouaparte^ might havq been of Europe.—:13ut is it the power of France 
extolled as of e.xcmplarv moderation*? the that we now contemplate ? Sir, I maintain 
same may be remarked Vhis conduct sub- that it is^^not the pow er^of France, but the 
sequent' to the victories of Jena *and of powe^of the French emperor. The mighty 
Friedland.—If then, upon a review'of the mass of dominion which you in your at- 
whole of his conduct, I perceive th%t his tempts to destroy him, have placed w ithin 
policy has controulcd his ambition, and has his grasp, he alone can wield : none but 
allayed if not extinguished his thirst for rc- Ulysses can bend the bow of Ulysses, 
venge: and I at the same time perceive that But as in the course of nature, his life must 
it would be conducive to his interest, even at longih terminate, God forbid it shoidd 
now to make peace with England; my be cut short by any impropei^ineans! inc 
hope of accomplishing such aqieace is not power of France would then no longer be 
without foundation, and my dc^re'that what it is now. Nay, even suspend for a 
ministers would attempt to open a nego- time the operations of w ar, and the pow er 
ciation, is not ill-timed or iinp;*oper. Sir, of the French emperor would be no longer 
I am no apologist of any crimes wliich \vhat it is now. By your resistance you 
he may have committed ; but I am aware created, and by continuing to resist, you 
that I jnay be represented, by my oppo- consolidate that power. It is the contest 
nents, as the apologist of the French of the wind iind the sun; by urging the 
emperor; I know that I am not so. I tempest of war against him, you bind 
*am endeavouring to do some degree of faster all those ties, which have placed the 
justice to the character of that extraordi- different powers of the earth undef his 
nary man, in order that ministers may do coutroul; tlie genial influence of peace 
justice to the country.—Sir, 1 will again would tend gradually to disunite and todis- 
shortly recur to the period of Louis tlie solve them. Look at the map of Europo 
XlVth. The power of Franre v^as then and see whether the arrangements that ne 
almost physically as great as it is now. has made, and those whicli he is about to 
When a prince of the blood of France, rftake, are not such as must create in them- 
was nlaced upon the throne of Spain, and selves a division of interests, amongst the, 
the jryrt^nean mountains were no more, persons who obtain those possessions, 
Wm. the Hid. no longer filled the throne j from whatever family sprung, or however 
of England; tthe French armies were still united by blood or otherwise. In process 
commanded by generals of the highest re- of time new combinations must arise: 
putation: There* was every prospect that and, there are upon the continent the ele- 
the whftle of Europe w^ould be^verw'helm- menls*of great powers, which may at a 
ed by Frairce ! there was no obstacle in , pro[jcr tinier be called into action. There 
the mind of the French monarch, arising will be the means of resisting the powor oi 
out (A’.humanity, good faith, the ties of ho- Frarite hereafter, provided France should 
nour, or the calls of justice; De had ex- shgw heftelf incapable of maintaining the 
emplified his coutqj;^pt of treaties, by suf- relations of peace and amity. Give them 
,fering Philip to seize the^paiiish crown: but time to ort^athe, and iJhey may be be- 
by his ravage of the Palatinate, he had neficially and effectually used. I’he exis- 
sliewn how callous he was to the miseries tence or one great man, at any period of 
oftnankiud. There remained nothing but the world, changes the w hole face of hu- 
strength to oppose to stren^h ; mid there man ufTairs. Great men hs^ve indeed 
did providentially arise at that period that existed in our day, but their w’arnings 
greatest and aoblest bulwark of nations, have been di.sregarded. If the advice of 
. ijienof transcendent talents, who event ually the mid patriotic Archduke Charles 

K ersed the fortune of war. The polen- Kadueen taken, the last coalition would 
IS confederated against France, under never have been fonped, and Austria 
Urn duke of Marlborou^r would liavc remained that greivt power,. 
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which she was gubsequ^nt to the peace of 
Lunevillc. If the admoijitions of Mr. Fox 
had been attended to, the bloody tragedy 
of the French revolution would never have 
been actefH ; Buonaparte would never have 
been emperor of the French, he would n^t 
have had kingdoms prostrate at his feet, and 
the population ofnations under his banners/' 
Having mentioned the name of Mr. Fox, I I 
willingly acknowledge myself his true and j 
genuine disciple. 1 am only feebly urg- ! 
ing the sentiments’which he would have 
forciblv uttered, had he not been ifnhap- ] 
pily talven from us. I trust that I am , 
treading in Jus footsteps; would to God j 
that* his countenance were now upon me 1 
would to God, this humble effort over, I 
could feel myself as 1 have often done, se¬ 
cure under the impenetrable egis of his 
eloquence! How bitter is the reflection ! 
Had this country but heaiicened to his 
prophetic voice, all the horrors which 
have passed during the last fifteen years, j 
would have been averted; prophetic 1 may ^ 
truly call it, for there is not one of his pre¬ 
dictions which has not been exactly veri¬ 
fied* The period of delusion is now at an 
end. We can no longer entertain any 
expectation of intestine convulsion in 
France ; we can no longer flatter ourselves 
with*the hope, that tlic moment Buona¬ 
parte quits Paris, some terrible commotion 
will take place. We have seen the capi¬ 
tal, nay all France emptied of soldiers, and 
the whole country tranquil. We can no 
longer hope for a general revolt produced 
by the supposed misery of the people, 
groaning under the oppression of his tv- 
ralln 3 ^ Sir, I believe that an inmartial 
observer, in travelling through France, 
(at least from all the information I have 
received, it is so), would find that the si' 
tuation of the inhabitants of the countf}^ 
is improved rather than deteriorated, since 
it fell under his dominion. We can no^ 
longer hope, that the soldiery, discontent¬ 
ed with the distant expeditions Jto which, 
he hais led thciti, will be excited to a spirit 
of mutiny against him. We can no longer 
hope that the countries which he ha.s 
conquered will rise in one general mass, 
and vindicate their owm cause by the mas¬ 
sacre of his troops. The experiment in 
all these ^case^, has been made, and the 
predictions of those absurd and foolish pro- 

E hets who foretold these and similar events 
ave been, completely falsified. The 
union of the great powers of the continent 
to defeat him is no longer practicable.. I 
repeat that lanyiot^the apblogist of France, 


I am tjic advocate E( England. I want to 
shew to England^ mat it is expedient on 
every litcount to i||ake peace, and possible 
to maintaiihit; and, that who would 
still induce theiiyto believe,* that there is 
any prospect of obtaining better twms 
than we can now have, at any future period, 
grounded upon any of the common-place 
topics, which have been dwelt upoil during 
.so ihany yeHVs,bave no foundation for their 
asse.rfions.—We aye told that if peace were 
made with France, she would i^iimediately 
turn the whole or chief of her attention to 
the restoration ofher navy. Undoubtedly 
sbe'^ould do so, and France has aKvays 
done so, during any peace that ha.s taken 
place betwee n the two nations: and she has 
always so far succeeded, as very much to 
improve the number and condition of her 
ships. The consequence has only been upon 
the renewal'of war, to give fresh triumphs 
to G. Britain, and such I am confident 
would again be the case. But there is 
this diflcrence : the French emperor is 
this moment, and has been for a consider¬ 
able time, as fully employed in the con¬ 
struction of ships,as he could he in time of 
the profoundest peace; but what he wants; 
and what France will always wairt, iS sai-, 
lors. From the relative situation of the 
two countries, it is utterly impossible 
that as long as the commercial greatness 
of this country exist.s, the French navy 
can ever become, by many degrees of 
compa:iison, equal to that of (J. Britain.. 
By the continuation of the war, you 
risque the eventual loss, or at least the 
serious diminution'^ of your commerce, 
the foundation of your naval greatness. 
By peace your commerce will be restor¬ 
ed, enlarged; and your mival greatness 
will be proportionably augmented. It 
is therefore in my opinion a im^st chi¬ 
merical apprehension, that during any 
intervsil of peace, such a navy could 
be created by France, as would be at all 
formidable to the marine of G. Briedirf-^ 
Lastly, it has been said, that the French 
emperor has sworn the de.struction of this 
country, and >ill therefore never allow 
you to be at peace. 1 would ask when, 
whore, and how, was this tremendous oath 
taken? not when he was created chibf 
consul dt France, for at the moment of 
elevation he eagerly applied for )geacet 
Not when he was created emperor, for 
then he* repeated »in earnest ana dignified 
language, his request for peace* Not In 
the course of the last sumjnoet, vvhen victo- 
} rious.over Russia, when be again attempt- 
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cd to open a nepjociatiolj -for peace. '^Not 
even in the beginnini of the pj-eseat 
3 "ear; when he perhaps^for Jthe last time, 
made advances for the same li^lutary pur- 
4)0se.< The recognition t*f the consular 
power, was at the time of his first pacific 
overture of the utmost importance,to him; 
the recognition of the imperial dignity, 
he w oiilcl also 1 think, have purchased at 
a great price; but you have forced *liim 
to appear [f^n*sonally ill every part of 
Eorope, and that title which he vainly at¬ 
tempted to obtain from your friendship, 
or at least from your discretion, he ^las 
asserted and established at the point of 
his sword. Still, however, it would be 
highly conducive to his interest, to have 
that power acknowledged by thi^ coun¬ 
try. In point of military reputation, he 
has hothing to wish for, he stands pre-emi¬ 
nent in the history of past or preseiiKirdes; 
the primary object of his ambition iiiust 
now be the firm and durable establishment 
of his authority over France, and the other 
nations which arc under his dominion. 
That he cannot accomplish except he be 
at peace with England. If peace then 
be hisii iitierest> and it he likew ise ours, 
why should any foolish punctilio, why 
should any petulance of temper, stand in 
the way of so dcvsirable an object? 1 think 
I have shewn that to oiler peace, would be 
neither humiliating nor discreditable, . I 
have shewn it, from reasoning upon the na¬ 
ture of the oiler itself, and fiom the exam¬ 
ples which I have produced, both at home, 
and'abroad. I have shewn by review¬ 
ing the situation of our own country, the 
difficulties and dangers attending a conti¬ 
nuation of thg war; and they are such as 
it would be the most unpardonable pre¬ 
sumption to cncouftter without an adequate 
nccessitj,\ If I should be successful iu 
persuading the house to adopt the three 
resolutions, which I shall have the honour 
to ^i^pose, and that an offer to negociate 
should be made by this country, I would 
then remind those make it of the rule 
laid down by Mr. Rix, wjj^ch I have be¬ 
fore quoted iu this house, namely, that in 
conducting anegociation, far from display¬ 
ing an eager and inordinate ambition w^e 
should be moderate in the exireipe j that 
we should fairly and impartially place 
oursdivee in th^situationof France> when- 
^yer^engaged in any great political trans- 

f u wijh her; that is, that we should 
^ by a maxim, wffiich as a disciple pf 
dd morality^ 1 am not ashamed it* 
to J)c the corner s^fte of all moral. 


and political wisdom ; that divine maxim, 
which hovvevfer the disciples of the school 
of the new morality may, by their actions 
contradict, and by their insinuations de¬ 
ride it, they will not in terms venture to 
disown, that in all cases nations as well as 
men should do unto others, as they would that 
othei'S ^hould do unto them* Sir, I propose, 
— 1. That it is the opinion of this house, 
that the conditions stipulated by his majes¬ 
ty's ministers for the aeceptance of the 
Mediation offered by the emperor of 
Russia, were ine:*cpe(Iient and impolitic. 
—2. That it is the opinion of this house, 
that the conduct of his majesty's ministers 
on the subject of the Mediation offered 
by the emperor of Austria, w^as unwise and 
impolitic, and not calculated to ascertain 
how far the restoration of the blessings 
of peace, might or might not have been 
attainable through the means of such 
Mediation.—3. That there is nothing in 
the present state of the war, which ought 
topreckide his majesty from embracing 
any fair opportunity of acceding to, or 
commencing a negociation wdth the ene¬ 
my on a footing of equality lor the termi¬ 
nation of hostilities on terms of equity and 
honour." 

Mr. Herbert rose and seconded the jirst 
Resolution. 

Mr. Ponsonhff expressed his sense of the 
disadvantage under which he ros^e, alter 
the admirable speech of his hon. fric lul. 
As to the two first Resolutions, he perfet tly 
cdlicurred withhim ; and in the third like¬ 
wise he agreed as to the letter, but differed 
as to the spirit and effect, and as to the 
propriety of passing such a resolution at 
the present moment. With regard to the 
tw^o first, no man who considered the con- 
du«t that had been displayed by ministers, 
as to the Russian and Austrian mediation, 
^could doubt that they manifested a tone, a 
temper, and a language which were w holly 
adverse to peace. The right hon. secretary 
ha<^ dem^kided an impartiality from Rus¬ 
sia, which it was impossible to attjiin or to 
expect; but it was needless for him to enter 
upon that point, after what had been said 
by his hon. friend. It was the most silly and 
absurd idea that could possibly be enter¬ 
tained, that because a power wiipse dlsjw- 
sition was known to be friendly had suffer¬ 
ed a momentary depression, its mediation 
dught not to have been accepted. ^ Russia 
was our friend ; Austria t^as also our sin¬ 
cere friend. Because evcntii had reduced 
them to a low condition,, could we believe 
that they loved Biionapirte more than 



857] PARL. DEBATES, Feb. 29, 1 Bog¬ 
us, or would prefer his friendship to ours ■? 

It was amazing, with the events of the war 
tefore them, that they could have indulg¬ 
ed in su^h ungenerous suspicions, and in 
such irritating language. Holland had 
been, evar since the year 179 4-, under the 
dominion of France; anvt yet, as the dis¬ 
position of the maritime part of that coun¬ 
try was hostile to the French, tliey had 
never been able to produce more than one 
effort against this country. The engage¬ 
ment of De Winter with lord Duncijn was 
the only one of any consequence, and in 
that battle they had only seven ships. In 
the East Indies their fleet surrendered—lit, 
the Helder, too, their whole fleet surren- 
dei»ed ; and the indisposition of the Dutch 
to^fight the battles of France, rendered 
her powerless at sea. Why, then, should 
it be supposed that we had lost the aflec- 
tions of our allies ? He did not say that 
we ought to have proceeded to a treaty; 
all that he saidw^as, w^ehad lost an oppor¬ 
tunity of try ing whether France w^s dis¬ 
posed for peace, and had irritated those 
nations who were willing to befriend us. No 
step had been taken by ministers to get the 
country out of the ditficulties W'ith which 
tin ir own conduct liad contributed to in¬ 
volve us. Ilow^ did they mean to continue 
the war ^ Did the v mean to allow Ireland to 
re in ai n as 1 1 as, \v i 11 10 u t tak HI g a si ngl e st ep 
to secure the attachment of that country ? 
The inhabitants of this country could not 
be led away h^^any machinations of France, 
and here we were secure. But though he 
^vs as Avilling to hope the best of Ireland, 
yet he could not conscientiously say that 
we were equally secure there as here. If 
w^e conciliated the people of that country, 
we should be enabled to look France more 
boldly in the face; but, unless we did 
this, Ireland w^ould be a source ofrweak- 
ness to us, and a source of oonfidence to, 
our enemy. Could we make any impres¬ 
sion on France, under the coromerciaft’egu- 
ations of ministers, by which th^ had ^ef- 
ected tl/e object which France had in view? 
If this was the way to contend with France, 
why was it not tried before ? Why was it 
not resorted to before our allies on the 
continent had fallen ? But they would 
not prod ape the smallest impression on the 
enemy. He agreed with his hoti. friend 
that a negociatiou ought to be entered up - 
on if possible: if this could not be don<!, 
the country ought to know it, aAd then 
they would bear their privations with com¬ 
parative patience.* The poorest man in 
the country ornght to know its tituation* 
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lie olfght to undtirstand whether peace 
could be attained y not. If it could not, 
then the sameicffect would be . produced 
as had been produced in Holland in the 
time of king WilHim. Entertaining these 
sentiments, it became him to state the rea¬ 
sons why he differed from his hon. ^endL 
on this occasion. The third resolution, if 
adopted, would bind ministers to take im¬ 
mediate ^tepJ towards a negociatiou. Now, 
althougjh he agreeS, that this was the true 
policy of the country, he was not prepared 
to say that it was so at the present moment. 
The|motion must produce one of these two 
results : —having tried the inclination of 
our enemy, ministers would come back 
to the house, and say, 'We have tried him,^ 
and find him cold and averse to nego- 
ciation, or in such a state of irritation, 
that it is in vain to expect him to treat on 
anylhiftg like honourable terms.' This, 
of course they would assert, was the effect 
of the passing of this resolution. Or, again, 
if they did go into terms, and a dishonour¬ 
able peace was concluded, this would be 
giving ministers an opportunity of saying, 

' We could not get a proper peace, on ac¬ 
count of this Resolutionand if^ s^uld 
be a very bud one, which he was afraid it 
would be, they would say, ' The reproach 
does not lie on us ; blame yourselves. 
You were too impatient. It is to you,there¬ 
fore, not to us that the stigma must attach. 
You arf the authors of the calamity.' He 
was averse, tlierefore, to any thing which 
could force ministers into negociiition. 
His hon. friend, however, had said, that 
the petitions for peace had put an end to 
the American war. He did not think that 
case applicable to the present.' Every 
person knew, that it was foolish to conti¬ 
nue a contest which was*no longer attain-^ 
able. Tli^ object was to induce*Franc© 
and Spain to abandon the contest against 
us, conscious that America, urged on as 
she was by the spirit of enthusiasm,*would 
never yield, and that no force we had to 
employ could compel,l]^r. We had, there** 
fore, some acdvytages to expect, and little 
risk to run, in attempting to get out of that 
congest.—Another consideration weighed 
extremely in his mind. He confessed,, he 
had no opinion that ministers were anxiouB 
for peace; of which his conviction they 
had exhibited most satisfaetory symf^ins 
in the two offers ^f mediation, which thqy 
had already slighted. Was thfi country 
insensible of its state ? Did not the house 
every day receive petitions for peace, not 
onlytiot encouraged by any political cImh 
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racteri^j but even thwarijd and discounter 
h^ced by thc/n. if ns circun^stance 

shewed, that these petitfeneys had no opi¬ 
nion of the si avcrity of mini^eb. If the 
hous^, therefore, were to Adopt the last Re¬ 
solution, would they not be giving counte¬ 
nance to such petitions ? On this^ground 
, he felt a difficulty in agreeing to the reso¬ 
lution. Now, although he did not believe 
that ministers were desirous df peace, he 
was against puslnng the riiatter at this mo¬ 
ment. He might do them injustice‘in the 
opinion he had formed ; of course, he 
could not say he w as prepared on ^Jiis 
night to come to the resolution now pro¬ 
posed. He might this day week be per¬ 
suaded that the resolution was proper, but 
he was not in that situation at the present 
moment.—^I'herc was another reason which 
operated strongly w^ith him. ^The peti- 
tipners told the house of the pressure uitder 
which they laboured from the markets on 
the continent being shut against them. It 
well became the house tor the welfare of 
the country, to take care how tliey, aggra¬ 
vated such a feeling. If we w»ere, in.eon- 
sequence of agreeing to the present pro¬ 
position,^ send an ambassador to France, 

. might not Buonaparte say, * It is not six 
weeks since you sent aw-ay the Austrian 
ambassador, whose mediation you rejected. 
You talk, however, of a pressure on your 
manufactures. Is it so ? Then I will per¬ 
severe in following out the measures I have 
adopted, and, taking advantage of this 
pressure, will force you to accept of any 
sort of a peace I chuse to grant you.' Was 
tiiis the language it was natural for Buo¬ 
naparte to hold; or was it rather to be 
cxpecteci oft him that he should say, 

^ These good people of England are anx¬ 
ious to be at perfee with me, and they 
are greifly distressed. I have Ateen light- 
ingagainst them these 14 years for the pur¬ 
pose of dest)*oy ing them, but, now 1 find their 
manufacturers are poor and hardly pressed, 

^ they are even starving, and I agi now in- 
dined to take coniDassion on them.?' If it 
were once to be laid Sown, that on account 
of a pressure on any branen or one part of 
the community, the whole nation must give 
way, he could not look on England in any 
other light than as a conquered country. 

It wtus necessary in such circumstances to 
iubmft to depwvations, and he was con- 

X iAi there was not a man in the country 
whep he knew that peace could not 
^^^l<.|>yocured on honourable terms, would 
|i||vs»bmit to ahy deprivations ifhateveit, 
Plfc : vrould not lay down, hie life 
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sooner than submit to France, In saying 
this, he did not mean to induce ministers to 
persevere in the war if peace could be ob¬ 
tained, On the contrary, he w^as eager for 
peace, lie only wished, that the Ijnestion 
should lie over a. little longer to try what 
might turn out. The parliament had not 
been met above five wrecks, and it might 
have \o sit for some months. lie did not 
say, that he might not in the course of a 
month be of the opinion jf his hon. friend. 
He agreed with nim at this moment, as 
he mnA do at all times, that peace was 
better than war. His hon. friend was bolder 
than he could bring himself to feel on that 
subject He was afraid, that instead of 
promoting peace, ilie resolution might 
have the dfect of protracting the w ar. If 
his hon. friend, therefore, would not w itlr- 
draw his motion, he should now move the 
previous question. 

Mr. Wilbirforce agreed with the last 
speaker, but for very difierent reasons. 
As for h*^ j’ould understand the object 
of the third Resolution, it w'Ciu merely to 
say of ministers, that having misconducted 
themselves in tj*ansacti*)ns past, they were 
not entitled to confidence in future. He 
should not endeavour to go through the 
numerous papers tliat had been the subject 
of comment; but he conceived that there 
might be very fair grounds for doubting of 
the propriety of acci pting the proposed 
mediations of Russia and Austria. A right 
hon. gent, had asked, whether we thought 
that tliOftC powers had transferred their af¬ 
fections to France r That might not be the 
case ; yet they might be governed by a ' 
loss generous sentiment. Russia might be 
led to consult her own security, at the ex- 
pcncc of our interests. Austria might be 
ill similar circumstances. He confessed, 
he coij,ld wish that our last answer had 
been dittcrenjt j but, under all the circuin- 
*stances of the case, the offer could not be 
put upon the footing of former oilers, and 
certainly oot a fair mediation between us 
andFranpe. In general, it might not be 
necessary to lay a basis in such a 'case in 
the first ins^nce ; but when we were cal¬ 
led upon by a third power under doubtful 
circumstances, a case was afforded in 
which, if at any time, w^e w'cre justified in 
entrenching ourselves behind certain gene¬ 
ral principles and particular coasiderations. 
Ue could sea no reason for supposing why 
his right honourable friends should not 
wish for peace whenever a favourable op¬ 
portunity oflered.— He was desirous of 
speaking thus early, b^ca’^^c it gave him 
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pain to find another topic wholly omitted. 
Sesbion after session the house had been 
occupied with discussing the best means 
. of calling forth the internal military de¬ 
fence of^the country. How could we talk 
of making and maintaining peace with 
France without such measures ? Were all 
those ideas on wliich these discussions pro¬ 
ceeded gone by ? He then paid some coni- 
plimeuts to the industry and attention to 
business of his noble friend (lord Castle- 
rcagh). lie hop<id his mind w as exercised 
on that subject, and that tlie housor t^’ould 
j^hortly hear more from him on tliat im¬ 
portant topic. The country must place 
its. security on its means of defence, and 
then, after peace*, repose upon its strength, 
lie alluded to the shortness of the inter¬ 
val between the peace of Amiens and the 
renewal of hostilities, which he admitted 
to proceed from faults on both sides. 
Could we doubt that in peace France 
would increase greatly her marine, when 
there would be no interruption to hor re¬ 
ceiving naval stores ? It should r?cver be 
forgotten that this great country ought not 
to be cont(!nU‘d v\ ith not being conquered : 
U mtist not be suftered even to be en¬ 
dangered. We might yet have to con¬ 
tend upon British ground : and there was 
no way of procuring a certain peace, but 
by luaintaiuing a strong and secure inter¬ 
nal defensive force. He wished to restore 
the ble.ssings of peace ; and he conjured 
the house and the country to submit to 
measures of a trying and diflicuU nature, 
in order to insure that blessing. It wav« a 
subject near to his heart. Wticn he con¬ 
sidered the turn of the debate, he might 
be led to suppose that the great military 
power of France, instead of having con¬ 
quered the continent, had been itself de¬ 
feated. He did not fear our safety, if»w'e 
adopted efiicient measures. Defensive 
war was comparatively easy; and a great,^ 
rich, brave, loyal, and free counlry>, like 
this, never could be conquered, unfess by 
its own neglect. Let us prepare for peace 
with sE^fety. He would not hamper him¬ 
self wdth declarations 5 but he was a friend 
to peace, and would earnestly desire it, 
wdicnevcr it could be obtained with safety^ 
and maintained with security. 

Lord ]\^ilton expressed his surprise that 
his hon. colleague should have resorted to 
so strange an argument against the propo¬ 
sition of the hon. mover as that he had 
justallhded to; as if it was the business of 
gentlemen on that side of the hou.se to 
propose measures /or the defence of the 
y 


country, or to shew that it was in a proper 
state of defence, |He completely agreed 
with tjie hon. mo'ler in the two first reso¬ 
lutions, satisfied A he was that ministers 
deserved (^eysure for their conduct in 
slighting the llulsian and Austrian media¬ 
tion. He could not, howfever, go the 
length of tile third resolution, not being 
satisfied* that there was yet ground to ad¬ 
dress his majesty to remove his ministers 
as lieing disinclined to peace, which he 
was of opinion m« 3 st necessiirily accompany 
the third resolution of his hon. frieTitf. 

The Hon. J. W. fVard expressed con¬ 
siderable regret that he should be under 
the nece.ssity of diifering from many of 
those valuable friends, with whom he w as 
iu the constant habit of acting and voting ; 
yet, feeling so forcibly as he did, that 
some attempts ought to bo made to obtain 
peace at tlys period, he could not do other- 
wis^ than support the whole motion of his 
hon. friend. The first and second resolu¬ 
tions he must support, because, in his 
opinion, ministers had shewn the most ex¬ 
traordinary disregard to the real welfare 
and interests of this country, in so rashly 
rejecting the tw^o opportunities they had 
of entering upon negociation through the 
several channels of Russian and Austriaxl 
mediation; but the third resolution was 
what struck his mind as by far the most 
important, though disavow'cd by so many 
of his hon. friends,because iu that the feel¬ 
ings and fortunes of almo.st every one iu 
the kingdom, who possessed either,, were 
most intimately and deeply concerned. 
He believed there were many persons in 
this country who had, from the arguments 
that were daily and hourly advanced re- 
.spccting the ruler of Franee.aiid his views, 
imbibed the false and ridiculous idea that 
they w'ould be safer in w*ar than they could 
be in pe«N0e; but nothing could be more 
mistaken than that notion. These people 
seemed to form their opinions, that our 
safety was peculiarly owing to the number 
of our sl\ips; but this was not the case. 
France, Spain, and Holland combined, 
might be able to bui/d*more .ships than we 
could; but wffat gave us the proud supe¬ 
riority we had so long been able to boast, 
waJ the invincible spirit, the native hardi¬ 
ness, and the excellent training of our men 
to the science of navigation and the prac¬ 
tice of gunnery, which,raided bjfc their 
native courage and bravery, render^ them 
an overmatch on the ocean for any seambn 
in the world. The French revolution had 
^hewn that an army might raised and 
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l>roi!ight to a statQ of dtcipline in ono cam- 
„paign$ but a navy Aqiiired great tiipe 
jaiMjCpractice to bring it to perfection; and 
. fo;r that reason he shojLld never fear the 
;i^umber of s^iips that dny enemy could 
tbring against iw. What particularly struck 
Itisinind with considerable \veight on the 
^present motion, so far as it regarded peace, 

, \vas the immense change tliat had taken 
place in the situation of France. That 
count;ry had, 1 5 years ago, begun the war 
with a confedpracy of jII Europe against 
herjl^tfided by England ; and the waT she 
was now prosecuting, was a confederacy of 
all Europe, joined with her,against England, 
who now stood alone in the contest. 'The 
cause of coalitions, which this country had 
, made such mighty and repeated eiforts to 
form, now extinct; and those who 
had deluded themselves witli dreams of 
" victory at Austerlitz, at Jena, and at Eyiau, 
had now no point of contact, ar^d could 
; no more ex|)ect to unite other powers 
against the hyeneb, than if they lived in 
another planet. When ouf ancestors at¬ 
tempted to check the power of France, 
they did it by the superior prowess of their 
men, aided by great alliances ; but at this 
moment we could boast but of one ally 
' • in ail Europe- He ridiculed the idea of 
our entering on a commercial opposition, 
in which we had every thing to lose and 
nothing to gain. We depended almost 
solely on commerce. France was a coun¬ 
try of such extent and resources that she 
' could much better bear the want of it. If 
it'were merely a race of luxury against 
luxury, of sugar against sugar, ana so forth, 
it might bear some degree of comparison; 
hut France had been, during the whole 
time /since the commencement of the re- 
’ volution, obfiged to submit to one priva¬ 
tion .after .another, and had, on that ac- 
jpountyia decided advantage us in this 
work of what ministers caUeoretaliation. 
In the midst of this unequal warfare, how-* 
eve\;,itwas extraordinary and surprising 
to ofiserve the, conduct of his majesty’s 
ministers. When his hon. friends on this 
side of the hous^ attempted to point out 
the weakness -of their Pleasures, down 
came the chancellor of the exchequer to 
the bouse, and, with all the pride and 
pomp of office, boosted that he Wd found 
a certmn remedy for all our misfortunes, 
^inndvithat be wgiUd force Buonaparte to ie- 
hia terrible decmes,by prohibiting 
ortatlon of Bark^a notable expedi - 
ly, and^uob an one asjnust astonish 
characteri^jp 


of themselves, but it certainly was not that 
of the country, to wish to wage walr against 
the sick, thelame, and the blind, and, in¬ 
stead of boldly and manfully attacking 
their camps, directing our whole force and 
artillery against their defe.iicelesJ^ hospitals. 
He was really surprised to sOe so much yc- 
lianoe placed on sitch trifles, and thought 
that they bore the strongest evidence^ of 
the t.ecessity of endeavouring to obtain an 
honourable peace. 'What could we do to 
serve ourselves by carrying on the war ? 
WeJipdaot, as he had*1?efore observed, a 
single point of contact. Buonaparte took 
every thing by land, and we took every 
thing by sea; and so we might go on till 
.this country, which was wholly commercial, 
should be entirely ruined. There wcic 
many other topics on which he could have 
wished to touch, but the lateness of She 
hour would not permit him, and he must 
therefore confine himself to such as wci c 
the most important. To those who were 
really advocates for the continuance of 
the he thought it absolutely neces¬ 
sary to address one plain tjuestion. Was 
the country in such a state as to be able to 
bear it ? Did not the house think that • 
the state of Ireland was such as to merit i 
their mo.st serious attention ? Four inillions 
of subjects, forming a considerable majo¬ 
rity of the people of that part of the ijiiijed 
empire, were anxiously solicitous to be 
allowed a participation in the dearest and 
best rights and privileges of the constitu- 
tution, from which prejudice had so long 
gxcluded them, and to which if they w ere 
not speedily restored, they must remain 
in a state of the greatest discontent. IK‘ 
entreated the liouse to consider also the 
danger to which India was exposed. He 
mentioned that particulariy, because it had 
escaped the observation ol others; but all 
w ell tsnew that Buonaparte had long had an 
eye tow'ards India, and that he was at th(' 
present moment meditating, if not actually 
putting in practice, the attempt of reaching 
that country through the ('ontinent of 
Barope; an attempt which the continu¬ 
ance of war must facilitate, tjfy giving 
France an opportunity of exasperating and 
stirring up against us the native princes of 
India. He condemned the system pdopted, 
of the extension of oyr teiTitories in. India, 
though he meant not to attribute blame 
to any particular person, but could hot Jo 
othemise than consider it, as highly ii^^" 
politic. He was much surprised 4 o hear it 
uirged, that the ruler pf France had vowad 
jto wage etcrnal^j war .with this country- 

% 
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That very argument was in his mind a 
strong reason for endeavouring to negoci- 
ate a peace; because, if by so doing we 
. could establish the fact, that he had really 
made such a vow, or that he had deter¬ 
mined not to make peace but such a one 
as would be dishonourable or disgraceful 
to this country, he had no doubt but the 
good sense and spirit of the people ^vou Id 
exert itself, and that they would resolve 
to bear, if not with cheerfulness, at least 
with patience, ali»the privations Uiey might 
sufler in eonsequence, rathpr than (^tfe na¬ 
tional honour should be tarnished. The 
present war, he said, had been originally 
entered upon to prevent the fulfilling the 
conditions of a treaty—a matter which in 
Itself he thought highly blameable. It 
Ij^d since been earned on, as had been 
acknowledged, from mere punctilios of 
honour respecting Russia; and he must 
say, it was astonishing to him how^ his hon. 
friends, or any of them, could diller in 
o})lnion wath the hon. mover of the pre¬ 
sent question.—We had, he said, Inng had 
houses of commons who had pcniiitled 
ministers to go on with the war, he hoped 
they w ould uow^ have one that would stop 
them in tlie career they had shaped out 
for themselves of eternal war. lie could 
not, avoid f)nce nuire advening to the 
slate of Ireland, of which ministers had 
not taken the smallest notice, in that ela¬ 
borate manifesto they had given in the 
shape of the kingVs speech, lie could not 
but reflect with the deepest coiu eni on 
four millions, tlie proscribed majority ^of 
, that country, wIikIi it appeared to be the 
intention of mlnisiers to persecute, instead 
of holding foit lithe gentle hand of concilia¬ 
tion. Ill short, he was very sorry to say, 
that from every appevrauce, and from 
every infonnation he had been abh^ to 
collect on the subject, that country was ' 
at present in imminent danger. Itw'asthe, ] 
duty ot ministers, because it was their 
true policy, to use every means irJ their j 
powder to conciliate Ireland, w’Mch co^uld 
oiily bie done eflectually by peace and 
toleration,and by renderingCatholic eman¬ 
cipation less urgent. lie was, however, 
afraid that would never be the case with 
the present ministry, whose avoweil inten¬ 
tion's and, charter to their present ofliccs 
had shewn them determined on persecu¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Blachford, in a maiden speech, l<l- 
mented the prejudice and perversion of 
opinion and talent to which a spirit of 
party and faction ^emed capable of deli- 
Voi. X. ^ 
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vering over some descriptions of men. 
There w ere those who turned w ith liidif-.. 
fereiu^ or scornlfrorn the hardships of 
their own^ c^iuntrymeri, while struggling 
in the causeojf the honour*and indepen¬ 
dence of the Auntry, and yet sh^iwed 
themselves teiukrly alive only to the suf- 
I'criugsjaf Amiuica and Denmark. But 
such men misinterpreted the opinion and 
the feelings of the country. The country 
valued wealth, and cercainly much of its 
power and cnergV's depended upon, that 
wealth ; but under circumstaures like the 
present, it lelt that wealth must bo subser- 
vie^it to honour. That sentiment neither 
Buonajjarte, nor the friends of Buonaparte, 
w herever they moved, nor all the violence 
of his sanguinary decrees, would ever be 
able to extiuguish. It was not to be ex¬ 
tinguished by the partial sufferings ofsome 
of our nia^iufacturers ;—no, nor could it 
be Extinguished by the complete stagna¬ 
tion of our w hole trade. Those wdio held 
a dilierent language of the character of 
thei'r country, could be only the indi.spos- 
ed few who endeavoured to blow every 
spark of disafleclion and discon: ent into a 
flame, and t<f place in an odious light the 
(onduct of the present admmisti*ation^ 
ciiiefly because they felt the damning con¬ 
trast which it exhibited with their owm. 
Men who, while in opposition, WTre cla¬ 
morous ; wdiile m govermnent impotent; 
wdiose apathy was called moderation, and 
w’hose^attempts to delude the peojde w^erc 
dignified with the name of patrioti.sm. 
Give him much sooner the inflexible firm¬ 
ness, the persevering fortitude, of the men 
who now guided the destinies of the na¬ 
tion, than the pusillanimous precaution of 
those who would seek for comfort and ease 
at the expence of honour and security. 
Fresh aggressions callecf only for fresh re-- 
sisiance^^id more determined resolution. 
Such, at least, he trusted, were the senti¬ 
ments with which his majesty's ministers 
w ere nerved, and that he might venture 
to say of jthem, what the poet said of the 
resolute and just— , , 

Si fracpis illabatur orbis, 
lmpiiv i(iuiu ferient ruliia;. 

Lord Mahon observed, that all the max¬ 
ims which were laid down on the opposite 
side had a tendency to support the princi¬ 
ple of eternal w^ar. There w^as not an ar¬ 
gument that was advanoed this night in 
opposition to the motion which might not 
with equal propriety be urged in favour of 
any other w^ar, at any other titne, of under 
almost any other circurfistanc^s. Every 
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power in Em*ope that Ws formerljj our 
ally was how convertedi into an enemy. 
From this consideratiol, together wnth 
that of the distressed state of our manu¬ 
facturers, he tfiought it h^ diKy to support 
the motion. The house ought to consider 
these things in fact of its own free will; 
but from circumstances which had lately 
occurred, it appeared to him that they were 
called on by the imperious ^oice of the 
people to the performapce of this duty, 
in or(k;:sjto avert, if possiiile, a tremendous 
evil, and prevent incalculable distress 
from falling on the working part of the 
comgiunity. f 

Mr. Jo/m Smith wished to know' how 
long ministers meant the war to continue. 
If it continued two years longer, was there 
any prospect of negociating for peace on 
. more honourable and secure terms than at 
the present moment } He certdnily^ w^uld 
be sorry to present the subject of peace to 
that house, w'ere there not one particular 
circumstance to induce it to be immedi¬ 
ately procured, namely, Ireland, 

Mr. Secretary Canning did not think it 
proper to intruSe himself unon the house 
at an earlier period, bccausehe conceived 
|t to be tRe duty of his majesty's ministers 
on this subject, to leave it to other mem¬ 
bers of the house to express their senti¬ 
ments before they should themselves take 
any part in the debate. He expressed his 
readiness to enter at any time into nego¬ 
tiations for a peace, consistent with the 
honour and the dignity of the country ; 
but he maintained, that until certain infor¬ 
mation was received that the French go¬ 
vernment was prepared to enter into ne- 
Ipoctations on an equitable basis, it w'ould 
be imprudent*to attempt any. It w as ob- 
adous, that if any negociation which might 
be undertaken, should fail, peace would 
tm placed at a still greater dii^nce, and 
the sufferings of the people, w hich had 
been so muern exaggerated, instead of be¬ 
ing dlmmished, would be augmented.—He 
^eould not help making a few observations 
, on the subject of tUe^Austrian offer of me¬ 
diation. The first offer of mediation on 
the part of Austria might have been wor¬ 
thy of attention, if the fortune of Bgna- 
pi^te had not taken a different turn. Aus¬ 
tria fell under the controul of France j and 
t>o security existed in negotiation. The 
taat of nthdiation proved palpably 
ii^lacious, and both attegipts exploded to- 
It was the intention of the Brit- 
Siib government to enter into negociationg 
peace, bttt in the official notes which ^ 


passed through the hands of count Star** 
hemberg, the Austrian minister, an ambi¬ 
guous style was conspicuous, evidently 
the effect of design. After the l^th of 
June, 1807, Austria was lio longcc an in- 
depeiidant power. She w as so completely 
influenced by the minister of France, that 
her prince had no choice but to aid the 
viowstof France. The hon. member who 
had alluded to the subject of these offers 
of mediation, would find no instance where 
a neu^pl,sunder the influence of a superior 
power,*had been accepted as a mediator. 
We were called upon to accept an unac¬ 
credited agent in the person of the Aus¬ 
trian minister. There w as no basis estab¬ 
lished for negotiation which constituted 
sccurit}^ In the year 1805, Austria of¬ 
fered her mediation to France, who said, 
shew' me a basis. She afterwards ofiered 
to mediate for Russia, w'ho also required a 
basis. If these powers considered it ne¬ 
cessary to make such demands of Austria, 
this country was right %in demanding 
strictly' the basis of negociation before wc 
accepted the offer of mediation. With 
respect to Austria, it was well known that 
this country had preferred her friendship, 
and offered her every indulgence, while 
she remained in the interest of G. Britain; 
but when she became under the controui 
of France, it w as not our interest to trust 
her. Was it not well known, two years 
since, that the British flag was expelled 
from the ports of Austria? England had 
not retaliated, under a belief that Austria 
w'lis under the direction of France. He 
stated these facts to prove, that a mistrust, 
was properly entertained towards Austria. 
Ministers had determined not to enter upon 
negociation, unless it was^ upon a footing 
that was likely to insure a successful issue. 
It had been said, that the enmity of Francfc 
was difected against this country, in con- 
^ sequence of the offers made for peace hav¬ 
ing been rejected during former adminis¬ 
trations. He would ask, if it was fair that 
th^ present ministers should be responsi¬ 
ble for the conduct of others with whom 
they had no concern ? This argument ap¬ 
plied to the conduct of the. hon. gent.'ij 
friends, who composed the late adminia- 
tration, and who oroke oft’ the last nego¬ 
ciation. It wa^ true the hon.«geitt* had 
disagreed w ith them also on that point, he 
therefore could not deny him the merit oif 
Raving acted with consistency. 

Mr. Wm, thought the two first re^ 
solutions involved in so much difficulty/ 
that he could tiot imtt fer thorn } but 
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the third was to be brought to a division, 
it should have his vote. He conceived 
that ministers, by their own shewing, gave 
•very little hopes of peace. He thought 
that it wwuld be acting more consistently 
with the honour, the interest, and the dig¬ 
nity of the country, to entei into nego- 
ciation now% that at any future period. 

Mr. S/iendandid no. agree with hi,|hon. 
friend w ho had just sat down. He would 
vote for all the three propositions. lie 
contended, that ministers had ^hewn an 
aversion to peace in two instanc/s, and 
liiat they ought not to be trusted to reject 
a third olfer. He was sorry to hear a 
gre'at deal stated respecting commercial 
distriiss, from a very respectable quarter : 
hut he was certain that tin? picture which 
li^d been drawn w as greatly overcharged, 
lie knew there was no such distress in the 
country; and if it did exist, he never 
would avow it: for to hold such language 
was to capitulate at once. It had been 
said, to vote the third resolution would be 
to encourage petitions for peace. * In his 
opinion it would completely put an end to 
them. As it did not appear that the dis¬ 
cussion could be terminated this night, 
he moved that the debate be adjourned 
until to-inoirow\ 

lUr. Adam wished that his right hon. 
friend would withdraw his motion for ad¬ 
journment. He (le< lured tiiat he would 
vote for all the three propositions. 

Mr. Shoridau withdrew the motion of 
adjournment. 

Mr. Whitbread replied; after which the 
.house divided on each of tlie three Reso¬ 
lutions, which were all negatived. The 
following are the numbers which appeared 
on each divisioq : 1st division. Ayes 70; 
Noes 2(0; '2d division Ayes(57; Noes211; 
3 d division Ayes 38 ; Noes 217. • 

List qf the Minority on the third Resolution, 

Abercromby, Hon. J. Colborne, N. W. R. 
Adam,\V. Craig, Janies • 

Anson, G. Combe, 11 .C, 

Antonie, W. L. Creevey, T. 

Aubrey^ Sir John Dundas, Hon. C. L. 

Bewicite, C. Dundas, Hon. R. L. 

Biddulph, 11. M, Fergusson, R. 

Bouvene, lion. G. Greenhili, R. 
Bradshaw, Hoo. A. C. Halsey, J. 

Brand, Hon. T. Herbert, H. A. 

Browne, Anthony Hibbert, G, 

Burdett, Sir F. Horner, F. 

Byng, George Johnstone, G. , 

CalcralVjSir G. Jekyll, T. 

Cavendish, Lord G. Lamba, Hon. Win. 
Cavendish, W. Lambion, R. J, 

Caveiuhsh, G. IL Cv Latouche, J. 


\SOS,-^Cffices m Retj^sion Bill 

Latouche, R. Piggott, Sir A. 

Leach*, J. Russell, Lord W. 

Lyttletfjn, Hon. W.J Scudamore, U. P. 

Lloyd, J. M. Sheridar, Rt. h. R. B. 

Macdonald,V. * SmiilvJ. 

Madocks, W.A, | Stanley, Lord 

Martin, H. Walpolf, lion. G. 

Marie, Hon. W. Ward. Hon. J. W. 

Milbanka, Sir R. Wardeil, G. L. 

Miller, Sir T. Whartou, J. 

Mosejy, Sir O. . Whitbread, S, 

Ord,AV. • Tellers. 

Parnell, IL * Mahon, Viscount;, 

Pcirse,*U. Smith, Willlani 

I ^ HOUbE OF LORDS, 

Tuesday f March I. 

[Offices in REVEUbioN Bill.] On the 
order of the day being read for the 2nd 
reading of this bill, 

The Earl of Lauderdale called the at- 
tenUon ofthe house to those passages in 
the speeches of his majesty to parliament, 
on the 27 th of April, and the 26th of June, 
expressing a desire that the inquiries, witif 
a view to public economy, should be con¬ 
tinued, The committee of finance which 
had existed in the former parliament had 
been re-appointed in this < abo ; which 
committee had recommended tla?measure^ 
His lordship adverted to the circumstance 
of this hill having been thrown out in the 
last session, when none of the ministers 
were present, except the noble and learned 
lord on the woolsack ; and expressed a 
hope tjiat, under all the circumstances in 
which this bill was again pressed on their 
lordships* atiention, they would not now 
reject it. 

Lord Arden opposed tlic bill, on the 
ground of its being a direct and unneces¬ 
sary infringement on the kmg’s preroga¬ 
tive. He also objected to the resolution 
of the house of commons subsequent to 
the rSjeclron of the bill last session, which 
he considered rather as a species of legis¬ 
lation. He was aware that his opposition 
to the bill w^as liable to much misfepre- 
sentalioii^ but that should not deter him 
from performing what Jic conceived to be 
an act of publ^ duty. 

Earl Spcnccr was perfectly convinced of 
the^ purity of the motives which actuated 
the noble lord. He did not think this bill 
of any essential or vital importance; but 
under the circumstances in which it was 
before the house, he thought their lord- 
ships ought to p^use before Utey again in¬ 
jected it. He thought it rathea tended to 
.support the prerogative of the crown, than 
to infringe upon it. 
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The jLorrf Chmcelhr objected to the bill 
in its present shape, as u holly unfit to pass 
into a law, from the^vajifuc mariner in 


which it was, drawn up, aifd the general 
enactments which it cojitaified. He was 
WilKng, however, to vote for the 2nd read¬ 
ing, if there was any prospect of so mo¬ 
difying it in the committee as tt> free it 
from those objections to which at present 
he thought it liable. * , • 

Lord Hawkesbury wished the bill \o go 
to a ^mmittee, on the grounds .that it 
might be expedient to regulate the grant¬ 
ing of ofiices in reversion, so as to prevent 
abuses ; and also to give time for the jna- 
turing of any plan of economy which it 
might be wished to propose, and which 
might, therefore, render it adviscable to 
suspend for a certain time the granting of 
offices in reversion, that in the mean while 
it might be ascertained wlielho/* there 
were any offices which it w'ould be expe¬ 
dient to regulate or abolish. 

Earl Grosvf'nor approved of the bill in 
Sts present shape, and hoped that no com¬ 
promise would take place, but that the 
bill would pass as it was. 

The Earl of supported the 

«Cnd*r^arfing on the same grounds a.s lord 
Hawkci'burv. As to ministers not attend¬ 
ing on ific discussion of this hill last ses¬ 
sion, why did not noble lords on the other 
fiide attend that discussion; and why had 
not this hill, if it was so important, been 
sooner taken up by them ? • 

Lord Rciksdolf objected to the bill alto¬ 
gether, and thought it incapable of any 
modification which could render it fit to 
be pa.ssed into a law. 

Lord Holland deprecated that .species 
of recriminatory observations, which could 
tend to no possibje good. Noble lords on 
his sid^ of the house had not jp^eyiously 
taken up the hill, only because they did 
not wish to shew a want of candour to- ^ 
wards ministers for the sake of catching 
atallVtle popularity. He could not help 
observing, that those noble lorfls who had 
opposed the bill in toto had acted with the 
greatest fairness. His lordship defended 
the vote of the house of commons, which, 
being merely for an humble address to his 
majesty to suspend the granting of offices 
in reversion until six weeks after the com- 
iner\pement of this session of parliament, 

* he could not conceive liable to the objec- 
fffions of the noble and learned lord. 
iPi/TheDfike of opposed the billon 

thinking it.incapable of any dcsirabkj 
nodification. ‘ • 


The Earl of Damlty supported the bill 
Lord Auckland, from the unlimited en* 
actments of the bill, was not prepared to 
assent to it. 

The house then divided on the question. 
Contents - - - 34 Proxies - - 3.1—6^ 

Non-Contents - 36 .25—01 

Majority - - - —8 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, March 2. 

[Lo»aD Lake.] —Lord CasilereagK 'm call¬ 
ing the attention of the house to the no¬ 
tice respecting a Monument to be erected 
to the memory of lord Lake, which had 
been sns])cnded by a notice, having a prior 
claim to the attention of the house, on a 
former night, did not mean , to recur 
that notice, or again to ofter to the house 
the motion which was the subject of it. 
Having communicated with many persons 
devoted to the memory of Lord Lake, and 
purtiupariiig in the high veneration in 
\vhK;h*hc held the services of that gallant 
man, he found that it w as the general wash 
of those persons to give way to the ditli- 
culties of parliamentary form that had 
arisen. The family of the noble lord, 
deeply penetrated with a sense of gratitude 
for the vote passed the other night,* was 
willing to rest its claims on tlie public 
bounty there, than press a point upon 
which many of those w'ho had voted in 
approbation of lord Lake’s general merit 
and services, might be found in opposition. 
In this feeling he thought it his duty to con¬ 
cede ; but he could not help lamenting^ 
that parliament appeared to have laid it 
down as a principle, that the glorious tes¬ 
timony of a public moiunnent was to be 
confined to the services of those who died 
in* battle. Lord Howe’s monument was 
the orfly exception to thi,s rule, for that of 
lord Cornw'rillis^s stood on entirely distinct 
groupd. He admitted that the. limitation 
to tlio.se \vho died in battle was a good and 
cotwenient general principle. But at the 
same time, when Monuments were held 
to be the most appropriate marks of pub¬ 
lic gratitude, as being at the same time 
most honourable to the deceased, and best 
calculated to excite emulation in the minds 
of posterity, it seemed to be a .sitrange ex¬ 
clusion that prevented a lord Lake, a lord 
Rodney, and a lord Duncan, from being 
Ibiind among the illustrious herpes thus 
consecrated to fame, w hile many persons ot 
much inferior rank and merit were so ho¬ 
noured. The distincliorj would never be 
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asked but for striking examples of merit 
and service, and the reward may safely 
be granted without the fear of deviating 
‘into abuse. It would certainly be no injury 
to those who fell in battle, to admit to a par¬ 
ticipation of this honour, those who had 
equally entitled themselves by victory, and 
who had noothcr bar to their claim but that 
of a greater interval of time between |their 
service and their death. It was not the 
death but the service that was the proper 
object of reward, * 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

• Thursday, March 3. 

[Expedition lo Copenhagen.] —Earl 
Darnhy rose to make his promised motion 

this subject. His lordship took a re¬ 
view of ilie [irincipal circiimstance.s con¬ 
nected with this expedition ; and con¬ 
tended, that the only ground on nhich it 
could be justiiied was actual necessity; 
which was not proved to exist by any do¬ 
cuments before the house, nor by* mini¬ 
sters, who, on the contrary, coiuinually 
shilied their ground of justification, and 
iiad made out no case wliich, in liis opi¬ 
nion, nas at all sati'^l'actor}'. It had been 
said, that an option was given to the prince 
rog(*nl t<» deliver u[> the Danish Heel ; but 
could it be said to be an o[)tion, wlien it 
was e\ ideiit, that if he had delivered u[) 
the fleet, Holstein and Jutland would im¬ 
mediately have been seized by I'ranci' ? 
'I’iiis expedition, it liad been said, was sent 
to ward oil danger Ironi tins country ; bbt 
^low had that danger been pi evented r 
The danger was not of an invasion of this 
country, but of the Baltic being shut 
against us ; agd instead of precluding 
this danger, the expedition liad acce¬ 
lerated it. Possession ot Zealand had Act 
been retained, ^and Denmark had been 
thrown comjdetcly into the arms ot France. 
The national charai tcr had, m his opniipn, 
been degraded, and the national honour 
stained by this expedition; and wivat had„we 
gained } IG ships of the line, which could 
be of little service ; and as to the stores, they 
did not amount in value to the stores ex¬ 
pended in the expedition; and the whole was 
not equal to the expence of the expedition. 
—The noble carl concluded with moving, 
•'That an humble Address be presented to 
his majesty, submitting. That after atten¬ 
tively considering all the public documenis 
before us concerning the late attack on 
Copenhagen, and the war which it had 
produced, we have* found the information 


which they afford extremely imperfect 
and unsatisfactory.—That in a matter in 
which -both the honour and the interests 
of our counjtr}^ are so deeply concerned, 
we had hoped for the fuflest explana^ 
tions. The principles of our conslitu- 
tion and the uniform practice of his ma¬ 
jesty, and the sovereigns of his illustri¬ 
ous house, require, that parliament should 
be distinctly apprized of the true grounds 
of eiltering into jiew wars, especially in 
a situation of our country wholly un* 
precedented.—Had Denmark been a party 
to any hostile confederacy against the rights 
or jnterests of the British empire, our re¬ 
sistance would have been necessary, and 
our w'arfarc legitimate. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances, we should only have had to re¬ 
gret, that the ports and arsenals of that 
country should so lightly have been aban- 
dongd, wh?n advantages so very inconsi¬ 
derable had been derived from their tem¬ 
porary occupation, and when by our conti¬ 
nuing to hold them during the war, all real 
danger from that quarter might have been 
eflectually averted.—But we cannot doubt, 
that Denmark, instead of engaging in hostile 
leagues, had resolved still to maintain her 
neutrality.—^'Fhis fact is proved ev^ 
the imperfect documents which have been i 
laid before us, and is confirmed by the 
proclamation is;sed by his majesty’s com¬ 
manders immediately before the attack_ 

Certainly Denmark was no party, nor does 
It appp,ai' that she was privy to any confe¬ 
deracy hostile to this country. We arc 
not even satisfied that such a league did 
really exist.—The conclusion of any se¬ 
cret articles at Tilsit aflecting the rights 
or interests of the British empire appears 
to have been uniformly denied both by 
Russia and France.—The correspondence 
of hisinajesty’s secretary of state,^and the 
dates drtrfe transactions them.selves, prove 
that his majesty’s ministers could not be 
in possession of any such articles when the 
attack was ordered against Copenhagen ; 
and it has*been distinctly admitted in this 
house, that they hav« »ot yet obtained a 
copy of them.-y-Thc king’s ambassador at 
Petersburgh, in an official note, rested the 
defonce of the measure not on any hostile 
purposes either of Denmark or oi' Russia, 
but solely on the designs which it was said 
the French government had long since 
been known to entertain.*—His majesty^s 
ministers not only forbore to advise sueh 
measures as would have been necessary to 
jepel any real hostility^ of Russiabut 
•they actually solicited the mediation of 



$7SJ PARL DEBATES, March 3, 

that power, to extinguish a war, and her 
guaranty to defeat projects in which it is 
ndiv pretended they knew her to haare been 
a principal and contractingipiirty.—Alle¬ 
gations thus ^consistent wkh each other, 
andfContrary to admittedVacts, weaken, in¬ 
stead o/'supporting the cause to which they 
are applied.—With respect to the^lledged 
necessity of the case, w^e beg leave to 
assure his majesty, that wc.cannot tlynk so 
meanly of the power and resources of his 
empire, of the spirit of his people, or of 
the valour and discipline of his fleets and 
armies, as to admit that such an act could 
have been required for any purposp of 
self-preservation.—Any temporary advan¬ 
tages which the possession of such ships 
and stores as were taken at Copenhagen 
can afford, are already much more than 
counterbalanced by the other consequences 
of a measure which appears Tjot less ob¬ 
jectionable in policy than in principle. 
That measure has augmented the number of 
our enemies; it has countenanced the inju¬ 
rious representations circulated throughout 
Europe respecting our principles and de¬ 
signs; and has inflamed against us the 
warmest passions of neutral and of friendly 
it has above all shaken our 
^ own persuasion of the justice of our cause: 
a sentiment which had hitherto supported 
us through all our difficulties, commanding 
the respect of other powers, and encou- I 
raging us in an humble but confident re- I 
liance on the ultimate protection and 
blessing of Providence. Unwilling as we 
are even yet to pronounce definitively on 
a subject the full knowledge of which has 
been so pertinaciously withheld from us, 
and reluctant as w c must ever be to admit 
conclusions unfavourable to the justice of 
those councils by which his majesty’s con¬ 
duct has been actuated, we are yet com¬ 
pelled on such an occasion to s^feaii to his 
majesty the language of truth. And we* 
must therefore, with all humility, and with 
the rtwat unfeigned and heartfelt sorrow, 
represent, that in a case which above all 
others required tfee* clearest proof, every 
presumption is against us,^nd that no par- 
tide of evidence has yet been adduced by 
which our national character can be vindi¬ 
cated fron^ the guilt of an unprovoked and 
premojdifaled violation of that good faith, 
justice and humanity which have hitherto 
boffl once the glory and the safeguard 
Oif the British empire/^ * 

. Lord £7gcu rose to oppose the Address, 
far from any fair ground existing yi 
of stich an address, to him it ap^ 


1 SOS .—Efpedkian to Cqpaiha^m» [87(j 

peared that there was abundant cause to 
commend, instead of censuring the conduct 
of ministers with respect to the Copcnlntgen 
expedition. The noble lord then took a 
survey of all the circumstances wiiich had 
marked the transaction, and concluded 
with reading a Resolution of approbation, 
which it was his intention to move, if the 
Address moved by the noble earl should 
be negatived. 

Lord Holland highly regretted the de¬ 
gree of iiational dishonour that had beei 
brought uj>on the country by the shamefu 
conduct of ministers, in sending a larg* 
armed force to attack the territories, am 
seize the shipping of a neutral power. 1 
was unaccountably strange, that mini 
sters should still persist in asserting the 
necessity ot that odious measure in order 
to frustrate the secret articles of the trea¬ 
ty of Tilsit, of which ministers pretended 
to have known the substance. We were 
publicly challenged by the enemy to pro¬ 
duce the least evidence of the assertions 
w'hich* ministers had put into the sacred 
mouth of his majesty : yet we wei'e totally 
incapable of supporting them by the least 
shadow of evidence. The noble lord said, 
he detested to hear the plea of necessity 
and self-preservation urged in our de¬ 
fence. It was particularly calculatejd to 
Instil into the British people passions and 
opinions subversive of that liberality and 
generosity that distinguished our ancestors. 
Had France even got possession of the 1(> 
Danish ships, the acquisition could not 
rfialerially injure this country, or increase 
our alarms of invasion, whilst we should 
have been secuie of the friendship and 
attachment of the Danish people, and their 
indignation at the Frencl^ for forcing them 
to abandon their esteemed neutrality, and 
btcome a party in an unnatural war. 
Withifut possessing the hearts of the Danish 
people, Buonaparte could do us little in¬ 
jury through their means; whilst under 
their present circumstances, they must be 
fiyed wilh the utmost resentment by our 
unparalleled outrage. His lordship then 
entreated tlie house to vindicate the tar¬ 
nished honour of the country, and shew to 
the nation, to Europe, and to the world 
their abhorrence of so flagrant a breach of , 
the law s of civilized nations. , 

Lord Boringdon defended the expedition, 
and contended that, after the battle of 
Tried land, it was evident that Denmark 
was unable to defend the neutrality, and 
must make her election between England 
and France and tlia4 it was also evident^ 
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from her previous conduct that her incli¬ 
nations were with France.—The house di¬ 
vided : 

Vontents - - 2(5 Proxies - 25— 5 1 


Non-corttents 5Q .54-—110 

Majority - - - - - 50 


Whilst strangers were excluded there, 
was a short conversation on the motion 
of lord Eliot, for an Address to his tma- 
jesty, staling, “ That this house, consider¬ 
ing the Declarations laid before them by 
his majesty's comn^and ; the stateito which 
tlie Continent was reduced, in consecyueneo 
of the negociations and peace of Tilsit; 
the avowed declaration of the French go¬ 
vernment to exclude the British flag from 
eveiy port of Europe, and to combine all 
the ponersof the continent in a general 
confederacy against the maritime rigUts 
and political existence of G. Britain; most 
highly apjjrove the prompt and vigorous 
measures which were adopted by his ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers, for the purpose of remov¬ 
ing out of the reach of his majesty's ene¬ 
mies the fleet and naval resources of Den¬ 
mark/'—The house then divided : 
Contents - - (54 Proxies - - (>1 —125 
Kon-eontents 29 Proxies - - 28— 57 

Majoilty-- -68 

[Protest against tiil Rejection of 
THE »Ani)UESS PROPOSED LV LoRD DaRN- 
LEY ] ** Dissentient; i or the leusons which 
are assigned in tlie proposed Address to 
his majesty ; and which wc are desirous 
of recording as a memorial of our senti¬ 
ments on a measure which has, as we fear, 
fixed an indelible stigma on the honour of 
j^ar country/' (Signed by the peers whose 
names appear to the following protest.) 

[Protest agmnst 'i hl Resolution pro¬ 
posed BY Lord •El» /r.] “ Dissentient; 

Because we hold it highly unbecoming for 
this house to pass a Vote of Approbation 
of ministers, w'itfjiout any proot of the al¬ 
legations adduced by those riiinisters in 
their own cause, upon so momentous a^pro- 
ceeding. (Signed,) Wm. Fi-ederipk (duke 
of Gloufcester,) Vassall Holland, Derb 5 % 
Spencer, Ponsonby, Rawdoii (earl Moira,) 
Essex, Clifton, (earl of Darnley,) Staftord, 
Crewe, Jersey, Bedford, Grenville, Albe¬ 
marle, Carysfort, Sidmouth, Grey, Ponson¬ 
by, (Besborough,) St. John, Hutchinson, 
King, Brciidalbane, Fitz-william, Lauder¬ 
dale, Ailsa, Erskine, Sutlblk and Berkshire, 
Auckland, Buckinghamshire/^ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursdayy March 3. 

[Motioh Mr. Johk Gif- 


fa Ro.]r— Sir J, Newport rose, pursuant to 
notice, to move, ** That there be laid be¬ 
fore thii? house, a Copy of the patent by 
which JohrpGWiirf), esq. has-been recent¬ 
ly appointed to f^ie office of Accomptant 
(R'neral of the customs in Ireland, toge^lle^ 
w ith a statement of the manner in which 
the vacancy of the said oflice took place." 

Sir A. Wellesley was of opinion, that the 
hon. hxironet.ou^ht to have laid some par¬ 
liamentary ground for the production of 
these Papers. He shoidd have shewn, 
cither that the person appointed to the 
office was an improper ]jer.son to be ap- 
poir/ed, or that he had been incapable of 
executing the duties of it, and therefore 
unfit to be appoint^]. 

Sir J. Neieport had abstained from enter¬ 
ing into the discussion more at lengtVi, in 
order to sav^’ the time of the house, but he 
w^ould undertake to shew^, if the papers 
should be granted, both that the former 
dismissal of Mr. Gitlard was right and 
proper, and that consequently, he w^as not ' 
a fit person to be advanced to the office he 
now held. 

Sir ircV/t'j/cjA staled, that the gentle¬ 
man to whom the hon. hart, alluded had 
been an old .servant of the crown, and hau^ 
never been dismi.ssed for any reason offici¬ 
ally stated. He undoubtedly held o[)ini- 
ons upon the subject of the Catholics, in 
common w'lth the niRjoriry of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the united empire, and though he 
might iiave urged these opinions indis¬ 
creetly, at a tiim* wdien the subject was 
under tlie consideration of parliament, 
that w as not a reason why he slioukl be 
perpetually excluded from office. The 
office of w Inch he had been depri\ ed yield¬ 
ed him 700/. per aiiiuun, wnilst that to 
w hich he had been since, appointed pro- 
As no ground had been 
laid for the motion, he could see no use in 
"•producing the papers called for. 

Mr. Croker thought that the dismis6|il of 
Mr. Gilfard w^as, if not an arbitrary, at 
least an inc/iscreet act upon the part of the 
Irish government, and^tlJat the restoration 
of that geiitleiTiJii to office was a mere act 
of justice. Mr. G. was not apprised of 
the disapprobation felt by government at 
the line of conduct he was pursuing, until 
after he had made his motion as a corpo-i 
rator of the city of Dublin. In makatig 
that motion for a petition to pai'Viamenl^ 
he was^ exercising* a constitutional 
and certainly the gentlemen opposite, wbo, 

0*1 every occasion, professed ^einselves. 
friends to the right of petitioi^ug, wo^uld 
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not maintain that the exercise of that 
right ought to subject an individual to re¬ 
moval from an office purely miiflsterial. 
He was inclined to think fhat that great 
statesman, the late Mr. F(;x, considered the 
conduct of the Irish government to Mr. G. 
as arbitrary. 

Mr. Ponsanby had never had aiTy politi¬ 
cal connection with lord Hardwicke, but 
had enjoyed the honour his acquaint¬ 
ance, and from'w hat ho knew of his dis¬ 
position, he believed him incapabloof act¬ 
ing in an arbitrary manner. But if no 
parliamentary ground had been laid before, 
the statement of the hon. gent, was su9ici- 
ent, when he asserted tiiat the conduct 
of lord H. was arbitrary, and in this he 
seemed to have made a bull, for his argu¬ 
ment went against his vote. Th(‘ indivi¬ 
dual alluded to had uniformly^brken a line 
of conduct, and uttered sentiments ollen- 
sive and injuriou.'i to the Catholic body, 
and as he was an officer employed under 
the government, it was thought right to 
dismiss him, in order to guard tlie govern¬ 
ment from being considered as' approving 
of such conduct. A.s to the question, w he- 
thoji thf dismissal under such circuin- 
•'"stauces ought to give rise to a perpetual 
exclusion of the individual, the Irish and 
British public would decide, whether the 
conduct of the present government, or of 
lord Hardwicke, w as The tnoic meritorious. 
He had been frequently consulted by tliat 
great statesman, Mr. Fox, whose loss upon 
every account is so much to be lamented, 
on the subject of the Catholics. He had 
enjoyed a considerable portion of his con¬ 
fidence, but had ne\or heaid him say a 
word upon this subject. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, Dr. Laurence, iMr. 
Grattan, lord H.#Petty, Mr. W. Smith, and 
sir Jokn New^port, in leply, ar^^^l in fa¬ 
vour of the motion ; and Dr. Dulgenan 
and Mr. Perceval against it, when tin? 
hou^e divided. For the motion .57 ; Against 
it 10% ; Majority against the motion Itj. 

[Sir RichardStrachan's Squadron.]— 
Mr. Calcraft ros8 to call the attention of 
the house to a subject off as serious a na¬ 
ture as any that could be submitted to par¬ 
liament : nothing connected with so-lead¬ 
ing a feature in the defence of our coun¬ 
try as the British navy could possibly be 
deemed unigiportant; nor could that 
house, or the ebuntry, exercise too strict a 
^jealousy over that puWi( b 'ard, to wdiicii 
the conduct and interests of the navy 
. were at any time entrusted. He confessed, 
that not omy in the instance with rc.spect 


to which he w'as now to move for certain 
papers, did he think the conduct of the 
noble lord at the head of the admiralty not 
the most judicious: in the appointment of 
an hon. captain to so eminent a command 
as he lately held in the Baltic expedition, 
he did think that that noble lord had not 
exercised a sound discretion. This, hovv- 
evei> he only touched upon, and would 
pass to the business immediately before the 
house. In the first place then, he took it 
upoi\ him to assert, ’that sir Richard 
Slrarlran had been compelled to abandon 
the blockade of the Rochfort Squadron by 
the want of a seasonable supply of provi¬ 
sions ; and this assertion he did not w ish 
the house to take upon his own bare state¬ 
ment : so far from it, that he now moved 
for the documents, which, w'hcn upon ilie 
table of that house, would cither confirm 
or falsify that statement. The circum¬ 
stances, he had reason to believe, were 
simply these; sir Rd. Strachan had been 
comjielled, by the want of provisions, to 
abamfon llie blockade ; and so very ur¬ 
gent was the nec-essity, that he was t om- 
polled to cruize in the offing for wdiatever 
he could meet ; w'h(‘ther the long and 
vainly expected victiuillcr^, or w^hatever 
chaiH'e might throw in his way. M’heii 
that gallant officer met the. Superbs the 
supply with wdiich he w as furnnhed from 
that vessel was not sufficient to enable liim 
to follow in pursuit of the enemy ; but 
there could not be a stronger proof of the 
extreme pressure and extent of his neces¬ 
sity than the fact he was about to state to 
the house ; that after the gallant admire’ 
had conn* up with the Superb and Ojos- 
sus, and alter he had taken from them all 
they tould possibly spares he was obliged 
to apply to the bcnol squadron, and get 
from them all they could gi\c. Here it 
appeared to him as if tlic common routine 
had been l<?st sight of, w iiicli had prescrib¬ 
ed tjie utmost vigilance and attention to¬ 
wards ^11 blockading squadrons; not to 
iveiition what an extraordinary c/aim the 
peculiar situation of sir Rd.'•Stnicltan 
siiould have had upon their attention; and 
yet during the period that that squadron 
was snfiering so much, ships were daily 
sailing from Portsmouth and Plymouth ^ 
with fair winds. He was, tUerefoVe, at 
present, totally at a loss to conjecture how 
ministers could satisfactorily account for 
such unpardonable, negligencej for if 
there was a situation more distre.ssing in 
the .service than another, of severer duty 
and more incessant *fa^igue> for a set of 
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brave men to be placed in, it was that of a 
blockade ; and accordingly, it had been 
hitherto the uniform practice of all i'onner 
boards of admiralty to pay to all blockad¬ 
ing squadrons the strictest and most active 
attention; to anticipate their wants, and 
not to abandon them to the thance of ca¬ 
sual relief, while tossing in the bay of liis- 
ca}^ The blockade service was a service 
of patient sutlering to brave men, who 
could not have the hopes of honouiablc 
victory to aniinatw their zeal; it was tlie 
barren discharge of a fatiguing duty;; but 
how was that hardship aggravated by such 
cruel neglect as he had too much reason 
to fear had occurred in the present instance? 
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Who Could say of what this m^glect might 
not have deprived the country ? When the 
wsj^n of provisions had driven sir R.Strachan 
from his bloekade, he was cruizing in 
Basque roads, at threi* miles distance from 
the enemy's squadron, and if he had not 
been sadly destitute of provisions he would 
have pursued iIilmii ; and what the result 
would have been it needed no extitiordi- 
nai y spirit of prophecy to di\iiie.—lie did 
not tlniik tlicie could be a more Important 
ground for j) irliamentary investigation ; 
an oHicer ol' higli jirofessional character 
had been obliged to abandon a most im- 
poriqiit si'ivice ; aiul in ('onse(|nence, the 
veiy elle( t, whii h it was the sole oliject 
of that service to prevent, had occurred ; 
the eiiemv had taken advantage of the <>p- 


wTon^ in his statement, the documents h^ 
called for would Correct him; if he was 
right, parliament ,wouid insist upon in- 
quiiy, l]e/:o^ild not readily anticipate a 
single ohjectum to the production of these 
papers ; they wuAld make no impretper 
disclosure, revtal no secret information, 
betray no private confidence, endanger 
no foieigii coinrnunieations; and yet, he 
was syrry to state, that he had learned 
that a*part oiily of^c papers lie asked for 
would be granted. The list of the ships 
under die command of sir Kd. Strachan, 
ascertaining the time for which each was 
victualled, would be granted. There was 
no o[)jection either to the weekly accounts; 
but the It tiers from sir Hd. Strachan to 
lord Gardner, and the admiralty, com¬ 
plaining of the destitute state in which ho 
had been left upon so iniporrant and lia- 
ras.'^iiig a dJuy, as vvell a'> the accounts 
given Ilf those letters of the then state of 
tlie squadron under that officer's com¬ 
mand; tliese, he was sorry to say, had. 
been refused him, and reasons for tliat re¬ 
fusal lie was yet to h'arii. The hon. gent, 
then concluded with moving for the fol¬ 
lowing jiapcrs. 1. A List of the shipis 
which were under the orders of ^car^WU^ 
miral sir l?d. .Strachan, on the 1st Dec. 
1st Jan. and 1st Feb. last, stating against 
each .ship the day when she la.st sailed 
from port, and tlie time ibr which she was 
then victualled. 2. Gopies of all the se- 


jiortunitv allbrded them, and had eseapeil. veral Ayeounts (commonl\ called Weekly 
There was no obstruction, no difficulty in 
the way of provisioning the squadron ap'- 
nointed to watch them, and the house and 
'^lli^ountry were yet to be satisfied why 
the mrds commissioners had not done their 
duty*. He, for his j^art, was at a loss to 
confieiv'e upon what ground sucli neglect 
would be attempted to he justified. Ftir 
the satisfaction of the house, the iidk'st in¬ 
formation was desirable, lle^did not rest 
upon mere assertion, nor did he ask that 
house to he guided in their decision upon 
the qui^lion by any other evideiue th^in 
that vvhu;hw*ould appear in the documents 
he should now move fur; and lie was sa¬ 
tisfied that, unless he had laboured under | 
gross mistake, he should be abh* from i 
those papers to make out a case sufficiently | 
strong to justify him in the part he had 
felt it his duty to take. In the resolutions 
he should have the honour of moving, it 
would appear that his object was to com-^ 
prebend every information that could be 
thought necessary to a right understand¬ 
ing of the present Question. If he was 
VoL. X. ^ 


accounts) which have been received at 
the adiniralty, or b\ admiral lord Gard¬ 
ner, shewing the stale and conditions of 
the ships undi r the orders of rear-admiral 
sir Rd. Strachan, hetvveen the 1st Nov. 
and .‘ilst Jan. la^t. ('opies^ or extracts, 
of all Letters received b\ tile adiniralty, 
or hv ailiniral lord (birdner, from rear-ad- 
iiiira Strachan, dated m Nuv. Dec. 

>am! Jan. last, which relate to the state of 
the water and piovisions on board the 
s(|uadron under his oiders, or which may 
have (le.'icwljed tlie actual or probable ne¬ 
cessity of his jnittlng, tjie crew's of the 
shijis upon short^allovvaiico tliereof, and of 
the repiii s thereto. 4. An Account shew¬ 
ing the time that the squadron under the 
orders of rear-admiral sir Rd. Strachan, or 
any of the shijis l)«;longing to it, was at 
short allowance of water and provisions, in 
Nov. Dec. and Jan. last; a»d to whafpro- 
ji^ ortions , aiulm^^vhut articles, the usual 
HtTuie crcwvs had been^reduced; 
^nd copies of any orders whiah had been 
given by the rear-admiral »r that pur-* 
3 L ^ ^ , j 
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pose. 5. Copies, or extracts, of ail^ Let¬ 
ters received by the admiralty, or by ad¬ 
miral lord. Gardner, frOsin rear-admiral sir 
Rd. St radian^ stating anytre,ason which 
made U lu'cessary I'or him quit his sta¬ 
tion before the port of ftochfort, prior to 
the sailing of the French squaclrou hoiii 
that port, in Jan. last; and hkawisc the 
copies, or extracts, of all letters staling 
any reasons which havp made it nece ssary 
for him, subsequent thereto, to take* pio- 
vishms and water out of the ships cruizing 
off Ferroi."^ 

Mr. Wdlcdty Pole professed an inclina¬ 
tion to grant every p'aper that could w ith 
propriety be given. The v^!loJe ot the 
letters of sir H. Strachan to lord ftardner 
and admiral Young, could not \a ith pro¬ 
priety be given, as they detailed tin* course 
which the commander of the blockading 
squadron thought it best, under such cir¬ 
cumstances, to pursue. He had hot seen 
the motions till he had entered the house. 
They harl not been sent to the admiralty 
nor any where else, for tfie information of 
the persons entrusted w ith the jiurlieular 
department, to consider how far it would 
be proper to comfily v^ ith them. By the 
aeft ounts received t’rorii sir Richard 
Strachan, which were dated Jan. 18, it 
would be found that, on dividing the sup¬ 
plies, each line-of-battle ship had ten 
weeks bread, and 13 or 14- weeks meat, 
with a like quantity of every other neces¬ 
sary, and six weeks and five day^ water. 
The frigates weie still better supplied than 
the ships of the line. The Mediator was 
not a transport, but a large man of war; 
the order for fitting her out was issuetl cm 
Dec. 4, but it was impossible, from the 
tempestuous •weather, to prt pare lier till 
the 21st of that month. The same cause 


fresh ships. On the 23d, a transport and 
a gun-brig joined, with every species 
of provisions ; but the admiral sent them 
back to Plymouth, not being in such w'ant 
as to induce him lo delay Ins pjirsuit of 
the eneiiiy, of whose course he had got 
in formation. • It was not true that sir 
Richard Strachan had been obliged to get 
supplies from the squadron otf Ferrol, or 
that lie hai! gone olf that port. It w^as on 
the 2Sd that sir Richard Straclian had 
iniclllgc lice t)f the sailing of the enemy, 
and it'^was not till the 2dth that he had 
reason to bo certain of the fact. From 
the 23d it blew a gale of wind, and it w as 
impossible to clear the bay. In the at- 
tenqit to clear Oleron light-house, he car¬ 
ried away his nuiin-yard, which was known 
to be no light mir^eliief at sea. He st^p- 
pctl lliree days to distribute the provisions 
equally among the ships, but not lo take 
any otlu'r supplies ; and so far was he IVoni 
being unable to pursue the enemy, lliat he 
w'as now probably far up the Mediterra¬ 
nean, having received intelligence of then* 
having taken that course. Having said 
thus much as lo tlie state of the scjuadrou 
under sir Rd. Stiachan, he would luwv 
come to the wanton, indecent, and un¬ 
founded attack which the hon. gent. Jiad 
gone out of his way to make on the i^oble 
lord at the head of the admiralty. It was 
certainly to be lamented if supplits couUl 
not b^* sent in so regular and copious a 
manner as not to leave a wish or a want 
ungralitied. But let gentlemen consider 
afl that the admiralty had to do in addition 
to former duties. The fleet from the Bal¬ 
tic arrived at S}nthead on the (ith ' 
having 10 sail of tlic line, 10 frigatesw,and 
sloo})s, uuder its convoy, wdth a lart 
of the British crows. Tfiis fleet had eu- 


preveqfed her sailing till the .St]i ol’Jan. ctfuntered much bad weather, ajid some 
They joined on the 12th of tlm^iiriorith, j of tIJet^lnps w^cre lost coming to the Dow ns 
but it was not till the 18th that the clear-J from Yannuuth. Some I'me was required 


ing of the Mediator commenced, and it 
was^Rot finished till the lOtli. The Me* 
diatoT, in addition to the othtr sojiplles, 
Contained a larg^ quantity of vegetables, 
and 40 bullocks. The^hon. gent, was 
compelled to admit, that tw’o line-of-i)dt- 
tle ships joined sir Rd. Strachan's s^qua- 
dron on the 16lh of January, the Colos¬ 
sus and the Superb, V’ith the Lavinia fri¬ 
gate, one of the finest in the navy, victu- 
allecf lor five •months. On the 23d the 
JkJ^berland joined; ar^d t^iere was then^ 
avei‘au'je‘ supply of ten week.r'oredil,. 
W weeks other articles, six weeks andH 
PIc days wjaer, 40 bullocks> and threePj 


to put the sliijis and f n^wij to rights, so as 
to be* (‘flicient for service ; and be sliouid 
surpiize fhe hon. gent, by telling Lm how 
soon that was done. In the 4C()arse of 
Nov. there wtiiv 12 sail of the line at St. 
Heden’s waiting for the Russian fleet. Sir 
Sidney Smith was sent with six sail to 
Lisbon, and five sail were sent after him ; 
a force by means of which he was enabled 
to rescue the Prince Regoiil and royal 
family of Portugal, and to k( nd them to the 
brazils with a convoy of four sail, and to 
continue the blockade of the Tagifs in the 
most eflectual manner. Four sail of the 
line were besides sent, with sir S. Hood to 
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secure Madeira. With all these occasions, Calcj^ft, and expressing his willingness to 
added to that of the blockade of Brest, grant any informolion which could, with- 
other difficulties arose in sending supplies out darfger to the ilublic interest, be given, 
orf provisions to sir Rd. Strachan^s squa- Earl 7>7/:y>/d^obsC^ed, that cartainly the 
dron, piaticularly from the tempestuous resolutions read by^he h^. gent, could 
state of the weather. The best mode of not answer the purpose or his hon. friend, 
relieving blockading squadrons was to as there was omitted in them the letter of 
.send fresh ships ; the men had thus an sir Rd. Strachan to lord Gardner, applying 
opportunity of being refreshed, aivj the for relief. He said that the weather could 
wear and tear of vships was much dimi- not h^ve been »o ta^ipestuous at that time, 
nished. He could not here omit paying as h6 knew that /rum the 6th of Nov. to 
a just tribute to tlte patience and zeal of the 2.oth of Dec. ships saiknl dailywest- 
1 he officers of the squadion uiuhii* fiir lid. w^ard iVom Porismouth. Tlie charge 
Strachan, who bore every liardihip with brought against the board was sullicu ntly 
cheerfulness for the good of their count ry. plapi, arising out of the fact tliat sir Rd. 
I'lvefy attention and reliefwas due to siu h Strachan \^as obliged to leave Ins cruizing 
men: but the admiralty could only ap- grouiui to meet victuallers; l)ut by re- 
propriate such rneans^of relief as they had. maining at Roi'hfoit he would lie obliged 
Wtis it consistent with the public service to cajutulatc for want of provisions, 
to allow sir S Smitli to rest idle from want Lord Cfisil(TcaQ;h stated, that the Adrian 
of sufficient force Was it desirable to cutter had'sailed wuth MCtuallers on the 
keep back the expedition under sir S. 14-th of Nov. and had arrived on the 50th. 
Hood, and to suller the Russian fleet, if Mr. IV. Pole rose to supply an oinis- 
it had come out, to proeeed home iinmo- sion in his statement. Tlie Colossus ^ 
lested ? Certainly no Englishman*' would joined on the I2lli, and the enemy did not 
say so. Every relief competent with cir- come out 1111 the 18th ot .lim. Our squa- 
cumstances had been afforded to the drou rUid the Collossus did not communi- 
V)kn leading squadrons. The ships ordered cate till the 18th, and on account of foul 
to the leliefof sir lid. Strachan’s squadron weather, the Mediator was not (.ncare7t**fiitl—» 
were the Bellcrophon, which, when partly the Hhli. 

fitted out, was found to be so bad that it Mr. i'alcrufij in reply, observed that he 
was necessary to take lier into Hoi k at was not aware that any observations he 
i^lymoulh to he repaired. The Su]>»'rb, bad felt it ins duty to make, di'served so 
(kilossus, and Cumberland joined*: the harsh a character as the hon. gcni. had 
Spencer w as jirejiared, l)nt*^iiiiventittl from bt^en pleased to bestow upon them. In 
joining by an epidemic disorder bre aking the little he had to ofl'er at any time to 
out among her crew. lie would leave*it the house, he was not much in the habit 
\ naval authorities whether a relief of of indulging in charges, or making use of 
fn^ship?> u])on seven w’us not ample and terms tliat could justly he stigmatized as 
tuk|quate. 8ir Rd. Strachan was driven indecent. He had C|uestioned the conduct 
frw|i his anchorage in Basque roads by of the noble lord at the head of the adrai- 
ba(J|w^catlier. He met the relief ships in ralty upon tw'o grouiui.s^; one was the ap- 
the Jendezvoiis appointed in his last gefie- poiii tm^ U of sir Home Bopham to^an emi- 
ral Hotter. Sir Rd. was now^ up ifte Me- nent^ommand under circumstances that 
diteiranoaii; Bfest w'as blockaded ; Ma -1 bad excited a considerable irritation ; an 
dcirsnwas lookefl to; the West Indie.'j were appointment wffiich he had thought, and 
safe ; Wid we had a tolerable force to look did still think, extremely ill judged ^ U was 
tlie American gentlemen in the facp\ if an appoirftmeiit that had given rise to a 
they should prove refractory. The admi- very general sensatvoiiv ot w'elLgrounded 
ral^sq^long as it was directed by the jealousy amonj^ the ollicers of the British 
noble lord now at the head of il, would navy. .The [>uhlic prints had recorded 
not shrink from any attack that might be thejr dissatisfaction ; it w^as a circumstance, 
made by the hon. gent, opposite. Let known throughout the country, nor did the 
the char^^s be brought forward upon the country think those officers had been well 
papers; but let not a premature and un- treated. His other ground of objection 
candid aspersion be cast upon a man who was the reprehensible neglect ofoui^squa- 
stood '^s high as any other in the rountr^ oR Kj:uJ»U^t. The hon. gent, hgd 

I he hon. gent, concluded with reading 'A ingeiifffcrST'y steered clear of Jjoth these 
resolution which was nearly the same iq/Ltopics and thought the houalTwourd sup- 
fiubstance as wl^t4iad been moved by Mr. pose he was answering tlie*» when he vvas 
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give liis negS/tive to the motion of the 
noble lord, upon the following grounds: 
in the first place, the observations of the 
noble lord were applicable to the article 
of cotton only : and, in the next place, he 
informed the house, that there was no dis¬ 
inclination whatever on the part ot his 
majesty’s allies to concur in the system 
whicl^"government had found it expedient 
to adopt in the present period of the war; 
and tlint assurances had been received 
from Sweden, in particulTir, of the willing¬ 
ness obthat government to give every fa¬ 
cility for carrying that system into full 
ellect. A general assurance of this na¬ 
ture had been received, but it could not 
be supposi*d, tlial any distinct and decisive 
expression of approbation ol the wdmle de¬ 
tails of the measure had been receivi^, 
because tho.se details were not yet finally 


giving bis very accurate details of he 
and his colleagues had|idone; and with 
what ? the British navy^i! There was, no 
doubt, great reason fo!- bo‘-|Sting what a 
man could doVith su Jh an Snstrnmcnt as 
the British fleet. \ IIcjiaA told them that 
Brest was iiow^ blockaded; but did he for¬ 
get that the abandoning of tliat very 
blockade w^as one of he consequences of 
the, neglect of the l^)cbU)n^ sq\ia(|ron ? 
that sir John Duckwo^^h, on hcandg of 
the'escape of the enemy from UojLhfort, 
set out m piir uit of them, and that Brest 
was left open for 7 or S days ? As to what 
had fallen from the hon. gent, as lo ,the 
propriety of sending him a previous com¬ 
munication of what resolutions he had to 
submit to the house, he remiiulcd the hon. 
genl. that the moment ho got a ro])y of 
the resolutions he shewed it to^him ; ami 


that he had ve.stcrday a porsoftal comjim- 1 arranged, and were still subject to the de- 
... -.v I * .1 K . L'' *_ 


nication with him on the subsiance of 
wliat he meant to mo\e for ; therefore tlie | 
hoiK gent, could not be taken by surjiri/o. 
But, as to the propriety of >eiulmg a coj^v 1 
to the board of admiralty, or any otlier ^ 
board wdiatevcr, be conct ived himself un¬ 
der no such obligation. lie made that ! 

iif his place, as a meniboi id’ par- , 
liament ; and he wouhl not fles< end from 
that character, or c onipronir'C its dignity, 
by assenting to such a position. Me con- , 
eluded by ])]edging hinisell’ to the house 
to make good his staleim nts, w hen the 
papers moved for were laid upon the tabic, 
—^I'he question was then put and carried. 

[Ordlks in C’ocNrii. ] Lord //. Pctii/ 
ro.se, pursuant to notice, to move for in¬ 
formation, tending to shew what mea¬ 
sures had been taken to insure the col- 
Jatcral execuUon of the Orders in Oumcil 
by the powers in alliance with his majesty. 
Unless Sweden nnposed simila r^ro tric'- 
tions, the restraints iinposed byuS^werc 
nugatory. ( 

a depot from w Inch American produc 
the fW4>duce of the Trench colonit s might 
be sent to all the southern shc^es of tlie 
^Baltic, and thence^ifculated through (Ger¬ 
many and Russia. Sicily, also might be 
made an entrepot for a similar transaction; 


cision of parliament. 

Sir A. asked if it was not pro¬ 

posed to levy a tax upon the cx[)ortation 
of iiig5u'? be ur/leistood this to In.* tlie 
intention; and, if.s*), it might be earned 
dir(‘( t fiom America to Sweden: and as 
Swedui had no .sugar colonics except the 
v*=;niall island of Saint Bartholomew’, and 
(onseipientlv had no sugar monopoly to 
protect, he (Id n(»t think it piohahie•*hat 
the government of that country woidd 
concur in imposing a duty upon tins ar- 
tuh* merely to secure the Jfritnh mono¬ 
poly. .Me wi-k 'd to know, therehne, what 
j assurances ministers had rcct iM’d that 
j (iottenburgh would not be converted mto 
a dcjiot for siip])lying the (.ontinent 
I colonial ]>ioduce. 

' I’he ClKuucUor of the Eufmjuer repf.Vd, 

I that government hail rccidved gencraUtis- 
I suraru es of I lu‘ readiness of Sw eden tojfon- 
enC in giving ellect lo the measure. 

said, that If tlie ki/g of 


so might Sardinia. 


lOttenburgh might be made •Sardinia co-tipcrated in the measiim. the 
which American produce and result^of this co-operation,. s to him. would 

he to deprive him oi the only pair/J hi.s 
doKuimons of which lie was still in^fio.sses- 
sion; and if Sweden relused to co-operatc, 
which he thought not at all improli^'l'ic, 
the right hon. gent, had told the house 
In order to asccr|ain ! that she was to be compelled to concur in 
what mini.sters had done on this point, he j it. And this was the reward which was 
moved, That an humble address be pre- j to be conferred upon our only m^maining 
seated to his majesty, praying that there * ally! this the encouragement which we 
be laW before ♦he house the substance of i held out to other nations, to attach them- 
a^l communications with^*v lyers in aijiityA Ifelves to our caii.se ! this the motive, w hich 
with his t^jajesty, touching tl^'^^fuers in V%ve presented to those powers by whom 
Cppncil ol tic nth November.^^ had been deserted, to return to their 

^ CharilLUQr the Exchequer rose to 1 old connection with n&l ^ 
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Mr. Secretary Canning staled, that the 
king of Sardinia was not an ally ot this 
country, and that he had never been asked 
to concur in the measure ; and tliat trom 
the kingvjf Sweden, who was our ally, the 
most satisfactory assurances on this head 
had been received.—Afler a short lejily 
from lord H. Petty, a di\i^ion took place : 
For the motion 71. Against it i:J(). ^ 

Liverpool Petition respectino the 
Orders in Councii. IIili,.] Oeiieial (ias- 
coj/tic presented a’^Pelition from ^he jVler- 
cliants of Liverpool ag.iinst the Orilm’s in 
(.’ouiicil liill. lie said lie was sensible of 
the readinc'^s with which parliament and 
ministers attemded to the petitions of the 
people, and the high respei taliility ol tlie 
Liverpool merchants wiaild, he was per¬ 
suaded, obtain lor tliem all due attention, 
lie was av\are lluit the lorms ot parliament 
might ojKTate against lus motion for le- 
ceiving the piesent petition, and he vva.s 
far from w ishiiig for any ilej>arture from 
its rules. The petition, howevi'r, did not 
go to oppose the duties, but the sfiirit ol 
the hill, while it exjiressed apprehensions 
that from the nature of the warlaie, we 
might lose much, and the enemy gain. 
],iverj)Ool at present possessed threc- 
Iburth.s (d‘ the trade witli America; and 
the KijsbuiseineuN ainoiinled to 
annually loi the last three years, from 
bearing so great a poiiion, Li\eipool would 
be most particuiarly alfectc ti; and he 
tiicrelbre hop<‘d iheie wiuxyj^e litt 4 >bjee- 
tion to receiving the petition ag.un^t the 
present hill. 

^^Th(i Speal^rr asked if tlie Petition was 
ag>''nst the bill wlneli iirovided certain 
dntita uiidei the Oniers in Coum iP 

vVneral LVti'try//s‘an.wvered, that it only 
A\en\to ojipose rcrtain clauses, hut not 
llie ftll 111 the giuicral viewa ^ * 

Tnc SpeaLr statcil iht* usage of tlie 
liousti to he, noj to reci iNc any petition 
again4 a duty I’ill. 11 tlie lum. gcneial 
could ^atisly iSe h(uise that his petition 
did not eonie Junder tins deserijitioii, ,it 
might be recc ed ; not otlierw ise. 

.^Mii^To^ob.servfd, tlurt the hou<e was 
obliged'to the ►Speaker for tin* distiiiet 
manner in which he had stated tin; usage 
of ihelhouse. 'i bis w as a most important 
petition, of the greatest magni- 

Uide were concerned in it; yet these pi‘- 
utionci’s were now to be told, that they 
could npl be beard. Where then couht 
they be heardWas there any course 
for them to pursue to obtain a hearing? 
Or did the hoast^stund in ibis uufortunute 
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precSj;:ament, that though well disposed to 
listen to the pctitiAiers, they could not, in 
jjoint of form, attlnd to them r If so, it 
was the owlynnst^ce that ewer had oc¬ 
curred in themistoi^of pa|nament where 
jietitioners wer</ re]ecty<^7 without :?ome 
otlier motlc being pyinted out by which 
they might state tjleir complaints. He 
jirofcssed his respeej for the usage of ad- 
rnitth^ no i)clition/against tax bills, be¬ 
cause* if petitior/ should be received 
agams^ them in the session in which tfiey 
passed, e\cry one would be so anxious to 
shift the burthen from himself, that the 
public business could not be carried on. 

Put this petition w as not agaimst the du¬ 
ties, but against the regulations; and 
though it wa> contrary to the letter, it was 
perlectly consistent with the spirit of the 
usage. Tljis tax w as, besides, not within 
the principi'e of duties, for it was merely 
a tax oh foreigners, laid w ith a view^ not 
to revenue, but to the can*} irig into effect 
certain commercial regulations. Against ^ 
these this petition was presented, and the 
petitioners would have the strongest 
ground of complaint if lliey were shut out 
from bringing evidence to prove their al¬ 
legations. Tlie house too had niuTh rc4*Trr* ^^ 
to complain. Hitherto the responsibility 
of tin ■sr Orders rested with those who ad- 
vust'd tlicm ; but wlun the hill pas.sed it 
would rest with the house. Could the 
jucinl)cr& say, that tiny had suflTicient evi- 
dcnci‘ from commercial men, tliat they 
were just and proper ? Had the ministers 
satisfied ihcm with their speeches ? There 
were grounds to suppose from what had 
passed that some of the provisions would 
be changed, so little hud ministers them- 
sches matured their measure.' But all that 
the petitioners had inthc w orld was atstake. 
The iriii^sters said, that this was a bjll ' for 
the jmiteciion of trade;’ the petitioners 
►said, that they would shew that it was a 
hill not for the protection, but for the de¬ 
struction of trade. Would the hous2i 'take 
upon ilsclf’tlie intolerable responsibility of 
this measure, without) Ijstoning to such a 
lieavy complaiijt preferred from such a 
(|uaiTei ? It was an intolerable hardship 
on tjie petitioners, to be sent back un- ' 
heard, merely through the negligence and 
blunders of the ministers. They might, 
upon a pretence of this sort, deprive a 

man of fus estate, without"^ allowing"hini 

in fhe bill w 

Vluty" UptJn the stamp for th^convey- 
yjicc. Our ancestors had .predated such 
ihings, by confining the d|tics to the’ 

/ ' > 




601] PARL. DEBATES, March ^ 1808 .—Liverpool Petition respecting [802 

committee of ways and means, ^nd ties, and could not, therefore, consistently 
originating ollirr tliiiigsjn such a way as with regard to the usages of parliament, 
to allow petitioners tojbe heard.' Mr. he received. The precedent would prove 
Pitt had hoerustTiipuh^^s in^avoiding the injurous, by establishing a deviation from 
' committee of ^ ays 'Md means wdiere he so wise and necessary a principled’ of not 
could ; and of lIi'N tlTc ca\*s of the conso- admitting petitions against supplies imme- 
lidation of the duties and the two-p(‘iiii 3 ^ diately necessary for the service of the 
post duty, were instance's. Oh, (That tlie state, lie lamented as much as any man 
gentlemen on the oth *r side would imi- the pijessure attendant upon the war ; but 
tatc Mr. Pitt in what n\is just mid pfO[)er, tliere could be no general good in such 
as w;ell as in bis'mistala s ! All that tiu' cases, without some partial evils ; and the 
petitioners desired, was to be heard some interests a^id safety of tlTc state would be 
way. He had given tlie right hon. gent, sacrifii’id, if w^e permitted ourselves to be 
some credit (“or his mistake in this busi- diverg'd from ge neral jnirposes, by yiold- 
ness ; but he could not even give him tjiat ing to complaints of a local nature. Un- 
now, since be found tlrat he persevered der these considerations be was sorry to 
in his plan, and so shut out petitioners, be under the necessity ol opposing the 
Was this to be endured, especially wdth motion for receiving the petition, 
such petitions on the table, where it was Mr. Ponsonbj/ cunsideivd that the pcN- 
stated, that thirty or forty thoi^.and peo- tion, both in form and substance, was ad- 
pie were deprived of bread r The prevent luissilde, and contended that from the 
petition was not a party nnc, nor could great interest the petitioners had in the 
such a thing be even alleged,,for it W’as bill, they had aright to be heard upon (he 
^ known, that many who signed it were subject. 

friendly to administration. Would minis- Lord* Cas/tercagh insisted that the usages 
ters thus aggravate the distress of the of parliament, w hich it was so necessary 
people ? lie had given them credit for to hold sacred in respect to the necessary 
pitying tjiem ; but if they rejected this supplies for the public service, would not 
■•pt^ffTion, (le w'ould give them no such admit of the petitit)n being received, and 
credit. Here we were told, not of forty enforced the othei arguments adduced by 
thousand people, as in the other petitions, the chancellor of the excheipier. i 
but of four hundred thousand, who would Mr. S/ien'dan could see no good reason 
be deprived of bread by the destruction for refusing to receive the petition ; and 
of the Liverpool trade; a circumstance ent(*red into some general arguments 
that w^oiild spread devastation over»all the against ''fc Icm ^ of the mcasuie of 
surrounding country. Usage in such a which the pelitiomus complained, 
case as this ought to stand by, as the ])e- (Jeneral Tarlctou wished the petition to 
titioners had been shut out by the neglect be received, altliough it was not siginnl 1;^ 
of the house. He said, that ilic same any one oi’tlie 1 loi voters who aippojrcd 
course ought to have been taken here a^ liiin at tin' last eb clion ; nor was hiwe- 
in the case of the convoy tax, where a (picsted by any one of tlwise voters UjRn- 
committee of trade and navigation had terf<*rc in its behall'. The lum. oiRcer 
been j^pointed. He had this took occasion to inveigh against the fvant 

from the beginning a most important of national sjiirit on the part of o[^osi- 
point, and now the difficulty began to betion ; and oli their dispAsition to lane- 
felt. ^ The forms of the house v/ere the gynz/" the talents of fcielgn gei^rals, 
perfection of wisdom for the convenience vvliih' thc^ overlooked thei merit op* their 
of business, as the common lav’^bad been own countrymen, d'hese A ntlemen were, 
called the perfeettort of reason. The de- in Jns apprehension, pursum<^ a dreadful 
partnre from these had placed the house course , which, although pe>» 4 apsr<h^ir 
m this unpleasant predicament. But it only object was to turn out inviisters, 
was impossible that the house could, wdlh would tend to turn out the counwy [a 
any shadow of justice or prudence, refuse laugh.] The linn. oHicer bore tcstUiony 
to h^r the petitioners in some way or to the respectability of Mr, Ratfeborni, the 

delegate from Liverpool, ujt he did nc^ 
The Chancetlor of the Exchequer ob- like his sectarian principles. 

Served, that the bill Mr. Wluthrcad observed, that hif\galhuit 

to levy duties to carry on tiie war# friend seemed toaljiuh* to some remarks of 

j|nd the p\ition, in opposing the bilW his on a former evening, relative to the 
" ^^viousiy wfjai against levying those du-] talents of foreign ofiiV:eis; but however 
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transcendant those talents were, or how¬ 
ever much was to be apprehended from 
them to any part of the empire, he had 
the consolation to think, there was one 
place w^fich defied their attack; that at 
least Berwick was safe. [A laugh, general 
Tarleton being now governor olTlerwick.] 
The hon. member argued forcibly in favour 
of the motion. 

Mr. Hvskisson observed, that ever^ pro¬ 
viso of the bill against which the petition 
was levelled contiiining the irrj[)Osition of 
a duty, it was coniplelely a in<>ney bill, 
and therefore the motion c(mld nrit at all 
be acceded to, consi:^teiitly with the usage 
of tlw; house. 

Lord H. Petty said, that his object was 
to rescue ihe petition from the represeii- 
tntjon made of it by the hon. member who 
had just sat down, and to shew it was a pe¬ 
tition against the bill by its title, and 
tlierefoie not within the meaning of the 
established usage of the house. The title 
ol'tlu^ bill w'as, ‘ a liill more ellectually to 
carry into execution certain Orders in 
Council.' He contended, therefore, that 
there was no ground of usage that eouhl 
preclude the merchants of Liverpool from 
Iteing lieartl upon so important a question. 
The Hawkers and I'edlars bill had not been 
divided, hut referred to a coinniiltee of the 
wliuTe house, in whicli the petitioners were 
lieard by ilieir counsel against the bill, the 
counsel liaving been warned to coidint^ 
themselves to the matter o ijhe r egula tions, 
;md not to meddle with tin* 

bill granting duties. Were the inerdiaijts 
of Liverpool not to be allowed that piivi- 
iri/* wliK'li had bet'll granted to chapmen, 
Irawiu'rs, and pedlars Was the house to 
liav# its doors lierinetically sealed again^t 
the Vetitions of fhe people? Ho trusted, 
howwei, that tliey would not sutUa* theui- 
selvcw to be let! aua\ from their dvty hy 
his sty's njmistcrs, but /h'cide that 

they Vvould hrJv iht' ptliiioners then at 
the \)\, on a (jliestion of such vita? iin- 
portanee to iht traile and prosperity of 
the emjnre. J 

ended, ll;at the usage 
wlnHi pwfrmidcd the rt ception of the peti¬ 
tion, Inip never been departed from. The 
llawkifs and Pcillars bill, had been rather 
of roj^ation and police tlian of duties, and 
tlm^f^ire was opt analogous to tlie present 
i^e. Jf the nou.se were to throw open 
its doors in the present instance, tlie^>- 
would iTevcr be able to close tliern ; fur 
wdiatcver might be the nature of a lax 
hereafter to be pjopused, iheir table 
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woutfl be covered with petitions against 
it, on-'the authority of this precedent. 

Mr. Sheridan r^e to a point of order, 
lie said thi^tit haJlbeen declared from the 
other side of l/ie hoSee in th^ course of the 
debate, that the /uth\n^tn the Chaij; had 
decided against the claims of the petiti¬ 
oners to,l)(' heard 'i\ this Instance, and 
that authoriiy had itcn (juoted, and made 
the gij^oimd of lyguiJerits m the discussion, 
Nowvthe point of/rder to which Itc rose 
was, that as he had not heard any such opi¬ 
nion sfated From the ('hair, he wi.shed to 
know whether the question had been so 
decided upon from the Chair ? 

The Speaker thi'ii rose and said, that 
the house must perceive he was called 
upon ill no usual w ay ; liow ever, he should 
not shrink from the performance of his 
duty, wdiwicver he should be called upon 
to perform it. He appiehended that any 
member of that house, who might have 
had the honour of being appointed to the 
chair, had two duties to pcrl’orm. The 
first w as, wdien a member thought proper ^ 
to consult him upon any question touching 
the forms of that house, or the nature of 
its proceedings, he was always ready, as, 
indeed, it W’as his duty, to state ^ him jpa 
personal opinion, upon the point submitted 
to his ( oiisideration. It wa< also liis duty, 
whenever a question arose in the course 
of their proceeding, respecting the orders. 
Forms, or usages oF that house, to explain 
the rules of its conduct, and the nature of 
the ])articular order or usage that might 
liear upon the question, always leaving it 
to the house to make the application. It 
w as not for him by an avow al of bis opi¬ 
nion to attempt to sway the debatt s of that 
liouse. If, however, it .should be llie plea¬ 
sure of the house, to call upon him for his 
opinioivhe should he retidy*^ to declare it; 
for hr Aid not fear to state his opinion. 

the matter w as still a question in the 
house, and upon it the hou.se alone could, 
by a vote, decide. He had stateck Avhat 
tlie usage *vas, and that, if the bill under 
eon.sideratioii was a iNJopey bill, pursuant 
to such usage no petition could he received 
against it. Buf he had understood the 
house t() have been debating the question, 
whether the bill was a Money bill or not. 
Upon that jioint, a vote of the house alone 
( ould he decisive ; and if, in llic only case 
ill whi< h he could be called on for aiTopi- 
. nion uj)on it, in Uje case of a balanced opi- 
‘V«rf<]V)use, it should be hjs duty to 
pronounce that opinion, he v^uld know 
‘^dow^ to do his duty; but, /itil then, it 
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Mr. Sheridan, in jusrce to himself, to 
the house, and to the yiair,.\v«s bound to 
explain the illative iitduced him to 

put ^hc (|uestioi\ to^ theVchair. Me had 
not tiie most distau.^^ idea of putting his 
question from any feeung of disriispeet to 
the chair. He had hiartl thehon. gentle¬ 
men opposite assert, tVat the opiniqp had 
been deci ively .given the dhair. Which 
statement he very much questioned, and 
he wa^ ha;'py to find that his opinion was 
confirmeti by what had fallen from the 
chair.— A d >n then took place, 

For VC CO Uie Petition - - 8 b 

Against it - - 128 

T^vlajority against it - -48 

Lifit of the Minority, 


Abercromhy, J. 
Adam, VV, 
Anstrutlier, sir J. 
Aubrey, sir J. 
Baring, A. 

Baring, Tlios. 
Bernard, S. 
Blactburne, John 
Black hurne,JolinJ. 

Bouveric, E. 
-Bradsha^, A. C. 
Bro\tnts Anthony 
Byng, O. 

Calcraft, J. 

Calcratt, sir G. 
Cacendibh, lord G. 
Colborne,N.W.R. 
Craig, J. 

Dundas, bon. C. L. 
Dundas, bon. R. J. 
Ebrington, riscount 
Eden, W. F. E. 
Elliott, W. 
Fergusson, C. 
Fitzpatrick, R. 
Oreenbill, R. • 
GrifFciihoff, J. 
Ilerbert, H. A. 
Hibbert, G. 

Horner, Francis 
Ilcfvvard, W. 

Hume, W. H. 

Jekyll, Joseph 
Knox, T. • ' 

Lamb, W. 
Latonebe, R. 
Lawrence, F. 

Leacli, John 
Leman, Charles 
Lloyd, J. M. 
Lu^iington, S#, 
Macdonald, Janies 


J\I*Kcn/ic,/rrncral 
Maddock<\V. 
Mahon, viscoifiit 
Martin, 11. 

Miller, sir T. 
Aloslcy, sir O. 
Newport, sir J. 
North, Dudley 
Old, W. 

Ossulston, lord 
Parnell, II. 

Pelham, lion. C. A, 
Petty, ioid H. 
Piggott, sir A. 
Ponsonhy, G. 
Porchester, lord 
Pritlie, F. 

Quin, W. II. ft 
Russel, lord W. 
Sliarp, R. 

Sheridan, R. S. 
Shipley, W. 
Smuli,W. 

Stanley, lord 
Stanley, Thomas 
Tarleion, B, 
Taylor, M. 

Temple, earl 
Tierney, G. 

Tracey, H. 
Walpole, bon. G. 
Ward, hoiv J. • 
Wardel, G. F. 
Warrender, sir G, 
Western, C. C. 
Whitbread, S. 
Windham, W. . 
Wynne, sir W. W. 

Tellers, 

Gascoyne, Isaac 
Creevey, Thomas 


I^tSE OF COMMONS. 

\Friday, March 4* 


Liverpool Petition against the Or¬ 
ders IN Council Bill ] Mr. Tierney held 
in his hand a Petition against the Orders 
Ill Council Bill, framed in consequence of 
the rejection of the petition from t(he mer¬ 
chants of Liverpool olfered last night. 
That petition being incompatible with the 
orders of the house, the present was framed 
to suit tho.^e forms, and that was the reason . 
why It was signed only with the names of 
the three gentlemen who acted as dele¬ 
gates, instead of the 40® merchants who 
had si^iecl the other, 

7’he Chancellor of the Exchequer having 
heard the prayer of the petition road, 
feared it still militated against the forms of 
the house, as adverting and being appli¬ 
cable principally, if not cxclusivtdy, to 
the bill before the house. Jf the petiii- 
oners would state their grievances under 
the Orders in Council generally, the pe¬ 
tition might 1)0 received and attended to. 

Mr. Tierney defended the petition against 
tills objection of applying to the bill be¬ 
fore the house. It applied simply to the 
Orders in Council. 

Air. Huskissou argued that the petition 
applied subsUintially to the bill before the 
house. 

Sir John Anstruthcr contended, that the 
undoubted right of the subject to petpion 
for redress of grievances was trifled wdth, 
wlien the pi titioners were told one day, 
that .it was exceptionable to petition 
against jju* bill./and another day that it 
was equaliv excefilionablc to petition 
against the Orders in Council; to which 
he contended tlii-^ petition exclusively' ap¬ 
plied. ^ 

Mr. S, Bourne arguf‘d against the rfpti- 
tion. Ji' bis inapsty' reconrmended ajvi- 
gorous prosecution of the war, it woul^ be 
coenpeteut to petition against the con/inu- 
ance oir the war, ljut not against anj tax 
that might Jjc imposed fr) carry oii the 
''■ar. I / 

Mf. Whitbread malntainv-d, that tic pe¬ 
tition in As present form flight to be re¬ 
ceived. Tlie present j)etiti\y7 was, in fact, 
altered from a,form which \\^ '^biected 
to, to a form deemed unexc^iioname. 
If the petition in its present shahjC was 
objected to, he wished to know iiil what 
shafie the aggrieved persons w'ho Ajgncd 
it could apply for redress. , 

The Chancellor vf the Exchequer felt it mV 
l^uty to oppose the petition equally as the 
* ylast, if it was in terms contrary tb forni.^ 
There was no objection but in point bf 
form I and if the petition were put in 
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proper form, no Joubt the house would 
and must receive it. 

Mr. /r. SmWi represented the oxtraor- 
dinary situation in which the house would 
be^ if by any captious ohjectioiis in point 
pf form, the grievances of the petitioners 
should not be taken into consideration till 
the bill had goiie out of the house. He 
understood the cluuicollor of the e.tchc- 
c|uer had represented the measure in some 
of Ijis conierenecg ulfh the merchants, to 
be not a measure of revenue; fvhy then 
should it be now ])ul on such a fooling in 
order to preclude the petition ? But, in 
the present form the prayer was general, 
and iherefoie the petition ought to be re¬ 
ceived. 

The Chancdlor of the Exchequer thought 
it possible that in hisconlerenc'cs with the 
merchants, he might sometimes have said 
the measure was not intended as a revenue 
measure, neither was revenue the object, 
thougli revenue may be the means of car- 
rying the other objects into cx<*culipn. 

Dr. Laurence tisought the picsciit at¬ 
tempt to get rid of the petition a trick not 
unworthy of the worst attorney, or the 
worst exciseman, in the country, IJe 
lioped the house would not be involved in 
such absurdity as to come to a decision, 
and tiflerwards find themselves under the 
necessity of heaiing evidence. It w’as 
their duty to give that degna; of redress 
to the grievances tiiat they could, and re¬ 
ject tliat part that w as C‘'^ilat^le on 
account of form. 

Mr. AdanihVdined the cruelty of barring 
the petition in everyr shape. The peti- 
tiotiers might have applied to the king in 
council, they might have applied to jvar- 
liament before ine bill was introduced ; 
but now they could not apply to the kiyg 
because the measure was before parlia¬ 
ment, and they conld not apply to parlia¬ 
ment because it was a revenue bill. 

Tile Solicitor General understood it»tobe 
tl\e received se^nsc, tliat, as applying to 
the bill befor^. the house, the petitidn 
could received; as distinct from 

thip^irK^dre, it was unexceptionable. 
The FMaining question was merely on 
the qp^truction of the petition before the 
house-/which he referred to the bill, and 
couVse^'opinion that it could not 
be received. a petition not applying 
to the bill should bo offered, it must btv 
received ; but whether the petitioners 
should, after a}l, be heard by qomisel, was 
a, separate question^for the disciretion of 
the house. • 

Vni Y 


, If^OS .—Law qf Parliament, '{8P8 

Arthur PigpM contended that the pe^ 
titiouors ought Uibe heard^ and evidence 
examined at the par, for the purpose of 
putting the /ious\ in posj^ssion of the 
valuable informi^iorcW'hi^l/tiie petitioners 
C(»uld give. It w'uulijf,j^ too late forThen^ 
to jircscnt their p<;^ion when the bill 
should have passec^t and therefore they 
ought to be heard Ji this instance. The 
bill iJad beeirori^iially introduced, no| 
as a revenue bill,*but for the ]>ur]>ose of 
carryijng the Orders in Council into cflect> 
and therefore the petition should be con-; 
sidered as applying against the Orders in 
(annicil. 

Mr. Bankes agreed in the principle laid 
down in yesterday’s debate ; but was of 
opinion, that the petitioners could not 
sillier any material injury by ha\ ing their 
petition clcfi rred to IVionday. 

declared, tliat no eloquence 
nor any earthly influence should induce 
him to depart from the line he pursued 
witli respect to this Petition, because he > 
had never stood upon a broader principle 
than w hen pressing it. The reason why 
the title of the bill w as rehearsed in this 
Petition, w^as because the petllii^iers were 
the same parties who had been last niglit' " 
before the house, and they 1‘elt it neces¬ 
sary to state a reason for their appearance 
again as petitioners. Tlu' petition yes¬ 
terday had l)(‘en rejected, because it had 
been laid down by the chair that no peti¬ 
tion co'tdd be received against, a ]Money 
bill, but no such authority bore upon the 
present petition ; and he had the autho¬ 
rity of the petitioners to state, that they 
did not petition against the bill, but against 
the Orders in Council ; andjthe rejection 
of thls'ijelition wmuld lower the house of 
commons in tlio estimation of the public. 

—Ad*'’fsion then took phiv c: • 

For.recciiving the Petition .... .57 

t • • ^ 

Against It. Ill 

Majority. 54 

Law ofJ^arliament recative to Offi¬ 
cial CoMMUNIC’ATIONS.] — Ml*. Adwii POse 
pursuant to the notice tie h.id given on a 
former evenirig,'>to propo.se a motion some¬ 
what new in its nalnre, because the cir¬ 
cumstances which had induced lilm to 
bring it forward w'ere noved, and, he might 
say, unprecedented. Before stating tlie 
terms of this motion, he (og^ivl it necassmy 
to enter into some discus-ion of general 
i, state the liicts upoil 

which he intended to found it. ’'The ob- 
'jt'Ct was, to prevent the-repietition of,% 
practice which tlie liouse liad had occa.sion 
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to witness on the 3d of Feb. lastyand or official capacity. There was as great 
which stood recorded hn the journals of a difference between these, with regard to 
the house of ihe Hth of reb, he hoped for the forms of that house, as there was in a 
the last time. Nfhen afiy thi^g irregular court of law between the speech of a lead- 
occurred in cou^ of ihe debate, it ing counsel in the cause, and the ^tvidence 
was not iinusuJiVo ^eck\^|:hat irregularity he adduced in support of the pleadings, 
at th*e time it too^ v but because the 'I'he right bon. secretary, not contented 
jn egiilanty to whict^ he alluded^was not vvitli giving his own representation in sup- 
checked at the merRont it happened, it port of that side of the question w hich he 
was no reason w'hy iUc hpuse sheudd not espoused, had brought forward a chain of 
now im[) 0 se an clVecmal chfeck uptm its evidence, the truth of which it was not in 
recurring on a future occasion. He should the power of the houser to verify, for the 
now endeavour to shew that the right hon. sake of influencing its decision upon the 
secretary of state, by reading extracts question at issue. On the 3(1 of Feb. cer- 
from orticial papers not before the house tain papers had been moved for by a right 
in the couiso of the debate, had bcefi as hon. IViend of his (Mr. Ponsonby); and 
disorderly as if he had introduced his ma- in the debate w hich took place, tlic dis- 
jesty’s name for the purpose of influencing cussioii embraced not only the motions 
the decision of the house ; than which, it for pajicrs, but the conduct ol' the indivi- 
was uutiecessary for him to state, nothing duals to which these papers retened. C)ii 
could be more irregular. i:/the year that evidence the secretary of state f<n-the 
1757 a member of the house of cchiimons foreign department read extracts from two 
having expressed a wish to he absolved of those papers which had been moved 
from his oath of secrecy on a court mar- for, for the purpose of putting the house 
tial, a message was sent to the house by in possession of the intbrrnation nccessuiy 
the king, in which there was a reference to enable it to form a judgment of the 
to w’hat had passed in debate on the sub- propriety of the hostile proceedings which 
jeet. The message was received, but par- government had adojited against Denmark, 
ticular n¥ ntioii w^as made of the circum- On the Stli of Feb. another hon. friend of 
"^stance on the journals of tlie hou.^e, as his (Mr. Whitbread) moved for the pro- - 
being of a nature w hich ought not to pass duction oi‘ those very papers from w^hich 
unnoticed. In that instance the violation tl»e secretary of state had read extracts on 
of form, he was inclined to tluiik, ratJier the 3d of Feb. on the ground that the ex- 
proceeded from oversight; but, on a late tract,s which had been given conveyed a 
occasion, he had not the same apology to difleieijt iinjii^s;sion to the house from that 
make for a much more flagrant breach of whicirthe wnters of these dispatches (lord 
order. He hoped, therefore, that the house How ick and Mr. Garlike) intended to cou- 
w ould so mark it w ith its reprobation as vey. On the 3d of h'eb. the reason given 
to prevent its ever occurring in future, for not producing the w hole of these papers 
In order to induce it to come to ihisdeci- w^as, that their contents could not be dis- 
sion, he should shortly recapitulate the closed without detrimer^t to the public 
circumstances on wiiich he meant to service; and, on the 8tli of Feb. the right 
ground a inotior!; and he wiis confident h«n. secretary had persisted in ojqjosing 
that if ^hc lK)U^e di(l not adopt some re- iHeir jiroduction, on the pretence that h(t 
solution Biuiilar to that which he n;eant, had not misrepresented,; in the extracts 
to propose, it would be impossible lo go whicli he had read from them, the opinions 
on wi|jh the transaction of public business of lofd Howick and Mr. Garlike. Qn the 
in the way in wdneh it had hitiierto been 2()th of Peh. how^ever, thekighthon. gent, 
conducted, and that there was an end at had come dow'n to the houl^ and hiinscH 
once to the < onstifntiou of parliament, moved for the production Jgf ry 

The first point he wished to establish w^as, papers, the contents of which, An the 3d 
the diflerence that there was between of Feb. he had contended it wouldp^^ tin- 
simply answering a question which irnght safe to disclose, and the produefcon ot 
be put for the sake of obtaining hiforina- which he had resisted on a different ground 
tion on any particular subject, and the on the 8th of Feb. for the%.;;‘urposfj, 
pracfiiee whiclj tlie right hun. se;cretary stated then, of vindicating his own chara^* 

E l introduced, of lead ing e xtracts from ^er! When tlie right hon. gent, read the 
yial papers in tile ^extracts from these papers on the 3d oi 

)re an\^emporarv purpose which he Feb. it w^as not done with the view of 
ill view, either in his privat4 ] communicating iiiibriTiation to the houSef 
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but for the purpose of influencing its judg¬ 
ment upon an important public question. 
It not done preparatory to a proceeil- 
• ing, but on the very model of a proceed¬ 
ing wh^h was to terminate in adjudica¬ 
tion ; and it \^as upon this ground that he 
])ronoimced his conduct to be wholly ir¬ 
regular, and highly censurable. Jf alibel 
was published upon any member of the 
house, it nas competent for that m^.mbcr 
to move that the libel should be read in 
the house ; hut the house would not ground 
any*proceednigs upon the libcd’tiy it was 
upon their table. This practice, which he 
contended to be invariably adhered to, 
was supported by an analogy which was 
completely impregnable. <in the ‘ipth of 
Nov. 17b7, it was contendeil by Mr. Gren- 
viJh*, on the one side, that it was cami>e- 
tent for any member to demand that any 
part of the journals of the house sliould be 
read : and, on the other side, it \\as ar¬ 
gued by Ml*. Dyson that tins could only 
be (lone in consequence of a vote of the 
iiouse, and that this point of form ^as now 
ivavcd for the convenience of the speaker. 
Mr. Adam asserted, that it was in the 
competence of the house to enforce its 
observation. A vole of tiic house was not 
necessary, however, to authorize the read¬ 
ing of such papers as were iqmn the table 
of tile house, whether in consequcncit of an 
address of the house, or by command of his 
majesty; and in this case any individual 
member could, at his own i nstanc e, de¬ 
mand that they should lie^rl^rin sup- 
fjort of this (doctrine he appealed to nhe 
authority of Mr. llatstll, and of Mr. 
Speaker Onslow ; and the conclusion he 
drew from it was this ; that the house 
never came to ^ decision on any evidence, 
of which it was not in the power of any 
individual member of the house to con»|)el 
the reading, either long or shorty to use 
the technical term ; ami that,any member^ 
^^ho presumed, of his own accord, to read 
official documents which were notliefore 
the house, was guilty of a flagrant violation 
of its I'orms of proceeding, and ofan*in- 
fract the law of parliament. Mr. 

X3am quoted two remarkable cases, in 
which an attempt of this kind had been 
checked. The first took place at a very 
ex^ordinary period of the history of 
countr^when we were in alliance 
’ with France and Prussia, and were en¬ 
deavouring to p(^vail upon the. 
Countries to joinVus in a confederacy 
against a league which was formed bc- 
tv\'een Spain and, Austria. An addre.ss 


waii^then moved in the house of peers^ 
in seconding wfuch the duke of New¬ 
castle 4 *ead part cl’ a letter which he had 
received f^om Stanhope, the British 
minister at Ihe c*wrt of/Madrid, con¬ 
taining infonna^on^spocting cerlaui ar¬ 
ticles of the treaty su'/osed to have been 
signed Jictvveeri Spam and Austria, The 
duke was immedia^fcly asked whether he 
was authorize^i toJread this letter; and 
on hc« an.sWering ^hat he had the king's 
permission to read a part of it, lord Lecdi- 
inere bbserved, th \t in this case the docu- 
ineut went for nothing. Here then was a 
})reced(^nt drawn IVom the practice of par*- 
Ir.i^ncnt, which clearly shewed that it was 
irri!gular in debate to quote anv paper 
which had not been regularly submitted 
to parliament. And the case to which he 
alluded bore directly upon the circum¬ 
stances od ^w Inch he meant to found his 
present motion. The papers quoted by 
the right honourable secretary, on the 3d 
of Feb. w ere not before the house in either 
of the two regular modes by which pub-*' 
lie papers could be laid before the house, 
viz. in consequence of the command of his 
majesty, or of a vote of that house; and 
thereHffte could not be read -in debate, 
conforiiiahly w ith the law and practice of"* 
parliament. Mr. Adam next quoted, in 
support of the same doctrine, the more 
recent authority both of Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Fox. In 1792, w hen a question came be¬ 
fore the house, relative to the seizure of 
0(’za£ow by Russia, some members being 
then of opinion that the house w’as not in 
possession of information snfticient to war¬ 
rant it in coming to a decision, moved for 
the production of other papers; which 
Mr. Pitt thought proper ta refuse. But 
Mr. Pitt, in retusing these papers, did not, 
like thj right honourable gentleman op¬ 
posite, pull from his pocket, or liis box, 
the papers w hich he refused, and read ex¬ 
tracts iVom them to the houstr; but in a 
bold and manly w ay asked the hpuse, in 
the absence of information which he did 
not think himself w*aiTanted to grant, to 
repose in him not a oase and servile con¬ 
fidence, but sfich a fair degree of confi¬ 
dence as a minister who had long acted 
bcTore them was entitled to expect. The 
other circumstance to which he alluded, 
happened in 1801, when some complaints 
were made of a part of th^? army n#t hav¬ 
ing been projjerly supplied with provi- 
5i(’us; and when in answer to these com¬ 
plaints, a member of that iiouse (Mr. 
[ Dundas) attempted to read a letter fiH»m 



sir C. ^uart, he had not proceeded two 
^entenoes in that letter, when he was/ in¬ 
terrupted by Mr. Fox, afc in a thing which 
^together irregular.j Here tlien were 
the two highest autlwities of modern 
tipes^ sni^rt or the general 

dbetunc whit iiIV:ady laid down. 

But in (^ppositioiC' this cluclrine, the 
right hoij. stvretar^had read extracts 
from papers which 4ere not before the 
house evidently for tRe piwpose of j/illu- 
encing its decision up\i thc^ subjoTt to 
wliich they related ; and afterwards car¬ 
ried olV the papers, part of which he had 
read, thus putting it out of the power of 
the house to recur to that evidence u[)(ui 
which its decision was to be grounded. 
On this conduct he thought ii was the 
duty of the housi* of commons to put such 
a mark of censure, as to prevent the prac¬ 
tice from being ever in future/epeated. 
And if there was no precedent for vvhat 
he'was about to propose, he reminded the j 
bouse, that the circumstances also wvre I 
altogether novel, and on this ground he j 
* hoped that it would consider itself war¬ 
ranted in creating a precedent. The 
practice, if it was not checked, might be 
productive of the most prejudicial conse¬ 
quences; bt^causc it tended to draw the 
"liouse into a decision, n(;t upon evidence, 
but uj)on a simple rc[)rcsentation; be¬ 
cause it might be converted into an un¬ 
constitutional means of influencing the re¬ 
solutions of the house ; and because it 
went to introduce a new mode of bringing 
public papers before parliament, difierout 
from either of those which had been 
hitherto practised. There was also a fa- 
vUuritc W'onl with th(‘ right lion, secretary, 
namely ' diplomacy,^ and upon ihis part 
of the public sc'ivicc it could not fail to 
have the most pernicious influence. Did 
the right hon. gentleman think that it was 
matter of indiflerence to Mr. Garlike, that 
a part of one of his dispatches should be 
read ; ami that the dispatch should aftef- 
wavds^be carried away, before the house 
was enabled to judge whether'It would 
b6ar out the repr/^sentation wdiich had 
bfcfeii founded upon it ? Su^h a system, if 
pferse^ered in, might have the effect of 
depriving the public of the services of the 
ablest diplomatic men, by the apprehen¬ 
sion \vhich it would impose of their com¬ 
munications and characters not being safe 
iif the hands of a secretary of slate. And 
v^at servant of the publi^in that cap;i- 
efty wouhV be .secure, if a secretary of 
Etitte were »at liberty to come down and 


read a part of a letter or a dispatch, and 
afterwards carry it oil in his pocket, vvith- 
ont leaving the house in possession of the 
document by which alone it could judge 
vvlicliicr the representation given of it 
w'asjust or erroneous? There w'Cfe a va¬ 
riety of ways ill which this practice 
might become prejudicial, not only to the 
constitution but to the whole code of par- 
liameptary regulations. If it was allowed, 
it wmuld be iinpossilile to avoid referring 
to former nights’ debates, which at pre¬ 
sent was .not" permitted*; because there 
was ndr necessity for it, when the docu¬ 
ments which formed the subject of discus- 
hicii w^ere upon the table; of the house, and 
thcredbre might be referred to as <)flcn as 
occasion required. In a constitutional 
view it was obviously ol the most fatal 
tendency, because it'might be convertlid 
into an engine of dangerous influence 
upon the proceedings of tiie house on the 
part of the king. Ihe fact, theretoie, 
having happened, it was incumbent upon 
the house to come to some resolution re- 
spei'tin^ it which wmuld prevent it from 
auaiu recurring. There as also another 
point of view in w'hich the conduct of the 
right hon. secretary appeared to be highly 
censurable, namely, in disclosing the se¬ 
crets of his office, without the command 
or permission of his sovereign. The gr^at 
officers of state w'^ere bound by law^ to the 
most profound secrecy in the exercise of 
the trust reposed in them, and they could^ 
iK)t from this obligation of 

spcresy, excepting by command of the 
so\\'’reign. A secretary of state had no 
more ris^ht, of his own accord to disclose 
the contents of any dispatch witli vyhich 
he was entrusted, than a person picking it 
up by accident would have to publish it. 
Tlio interference of the house, thereiore, 
vvai? essentially necessary on the present 
occasioh, as well to mark its disapproba- 
i)tlon of the misconduct of one of the ser¬ 
vants ^f the crown in his official capacity, 
as to secure the regularity of its own pro- 
cee^lings, and the independence of parlia¬ 
ment. On these grounds, Mr. 
eluded with moving the following fCfcsola- 
tions : 1. That it appears to thi.s house, 
that one of his majesty's principal secre¬ 
taries of state did read to this house dis¬ 
patches, and parts of dispatches, «nd dlljer 
communications, to and froih ^he accredit* ^ 
ed ministers of this cpc'ntry at foreign 
erfiurU^ relative to tW' subjects ot their 
missibns; and that J^tThis stated and r^ad 
, other matters tes^ectin^ th4 transactiot^^ 


005 ] 


EARL. DEBATES, Makch 4, 1808.—Lntt? qfParli(^^ relative [904 



, 9041 PARLi DEBATES/ Maech 4^ 1808 —to (^cid Cbpimmmtms. [9081’ 


of this country with foreign powers, none 
of which were then communicated to this 
house by his majesty's commands, and 
some of Vdiich this house has determined 
ft) be unfit to be produced. 2. That such 
conduct*is subversive of the ancient and 
approved usages of parliament, is destruc¬ 
tive of fair iliscussion and decision, and 
has a direct tendency to injure tlie public 
interest, by making the resolutions o/ tins 
house proceed on inaccurate st*ilements, 
^\hich it cannot eoiTcct by reftMeiice, to 
the documents liV)in which tiK^se si ale- 
monts are made; or to force on th^ (oii- 
siderution of this house, papiTs wliich, in 
its wisdom, it may deem unfit for public 
production. And further, d’iiat such con¬ 
duct i^ contrary to the trust which is re- 
]) 0 .sed by tlie constitutiim in tlie conlivlen- 
servants of the crown. 

IMr. Secretary Vaunitvr said, lie ros(’ 
with more confiJeiue than he expected he 
ihuuld have done. When lie eonslrlered 
the projbund legal knowledge, the deep 
parliamentary ri’searcli, the great experi¬ 
ence and the great elo(]ueiu‘e oi' life hon. 
and learned gent, he feaied tlial lie sliould 
sink umh'r the eombinaiion of all these 
tafcpilrements. IJe expected something 
vuiuid have come from the lionourabie 
• and learned gent, whicli would fiavc en¬ 
tirely changed the nature, of tlie (piestion. 
If the hiui. and learned gent, wa.s satished 
with his sjieech, he was no i(‘ss so; lor 
w ith w hatever coiilidtmce lu’ had dellv‘ered 
himself to the house, lie e^-dd asi^c^'e, him 
it had entirely relievid liim from the 
doubt and anxieties so natural to a person 
in his situation. The hon. and learned 
gent, according to tlie tactics of accusa¬ 
tion, hail bestowed great part ol‘ his argu¬ 
ment to prove that no advantage wa.s to 
be taken of oflicial situation, and that no 
information was to be communicated to 
jiariiamont but in a regular form, Mther 
by command of his majesty, err in eonse- 
quence of an address. If this priinpple 
was to be adopted in conscquenc^c of the 
hon. and learned geiit.^s motion; if tlyc 
doctrine was now to be laid down, that no 
mittisterHv^as to convey ai>y information, 
except in that particular foqn—it would 
be impossible for the business of the coun- 
. try to go on. Where wpuld the hon. and 
learnt»'d gei^t. draw tljifline ? Would he 
say, that to aj^er a question would be 
pefleqtly correct. But to receive voluntary 
inteiligq^ice would CT^^nadmissible ? But 
if communication accoy ing to the prac¬ 
tice which^ he yvff con^apit, he wyuld be 


able to prove before he sat down had ex¬ 
isted,,were to be made, in what way wait 
it to be done ? Should it not be either in 
the w ay of summary, or by extract ? The 
reasons for^pr^eferfing the letter were ob¬ 
vious ; and eonside; big the candour vyith 
which, on all ocfAsioi,)'^e had been treat¬ 
ed by the gentlcmci^bvthe opposite side, 
he concluded they/would not maintai<;t^ 
liiat tlie extract waj not correctly stated* 
The hf)n. and leaned gent, complained of 
the injury which 4riie diplomatic character 
of soi^e of his friends sustained by withi- 
holdiiig some jiarts of the correspondence! 
■and reading others. But had not that^ 
been alw ays the ease ? In one part of thc^ 
lion, and learned gent.ks speech he cordi¬ 
ally concurred. He joined wdth him ii^ 
condemning the practice which had pre¬ 
vailed of fare years, of laying, upon evei:y 
trifling o^'casion or petty provocation.^ 
voluminous and rniscliievous extracts be¬ 
fore parliament. It w^ould aflbrd him the 
highest satisfaction, if that or any othqr 
discussion would have the efleet of check- ^ 
ing a practice productive of such very 
great inconvenience. The bon. and learned 
gent, in the course of his profound parlia¬ 
mentary rescan h, could discover but twm 
mstjyilccs ill w hich this practice, w'hich he 
r(*|/obated so severely, had prevailed; and 
both these, he thinks, are decisive against 
the practice because the persons whg ip- 
sorted to it met that cen.sure, w hich it was 
the object ol tlu* hon. gent, to heap upoa 
him. The first- was the imtance of the 
duke of Newxabtle, who was rebuked Ipr 
reading an extract from a dispatcli. The. 
next instance was that of lord Melville, 
who was reprimaiitled by Mr. Fox fof an 
attempt of tlie same kind. And by whom 
was he rebuked? Was it by*an impartift] 
authority, holding thebabjnee with ap even 
hand, or»by a zealous political opponent^^ 
engaged in a virulent political war, who 
would have taken the same advautjige of , 
lord Melville that the hon. gent, sought to ; 
take of him? But INh’* Ritt, it w'as said*ab-, 
stained froTn the practice. Now, hap the 
hon. gent, searched t4n# modern records , 
with the same zeal he did the old Parliar; 
ineiitary Journals, he would have found,/ 
this # unconstitutional, this never-to-be- 
sufficiently-reprobated practice sanctiooed^ 
by the authority of that very person, tlia/j 
would produce an instance to shew ^that 
Mr. Pitt did not think the p^gtice impro- / 
per. In the debate which took pl,^ce inif, 
the year 1800, on the overtures tcT Fran^p,^ 
the/discussion principally.Turned on thf^u 
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pacific disposition of the administration, that transaction. A noble friend of his 
On that occasion, Mr. Pitt, in the course (the marquis of Titchfield) immediately 
of one of the most splendid effusions of went to Burlington house, and returned 
^loqtience which he had ever ppured forth before the debate was concluded, with a 
in^that house/gave fir^t a general history flat negative to the hon. gent.^s ^^sertion. 
Of the measures of ^veriment as far as What did he think of this instance ? As 
Inspected their >. to obtain peace, and, to the motions which weie rejected on 
as a proof of their jAcific disposition, did the 3d Feb. not one of them would have 
take from his pocket In extract of a dis- brought the letter to which the hon. gent, 
patch written five >\ars before to the allmltd before the house. That on the 
Court of St. PetCrsburgi^^ and tcad it vii his «th certainly would, and that he rejected 
place. What w’as the conduct of ]\Ir. Fox not on account ot the* public mischief 
on that occasion ? Did ho con)}d.vln that likely to''arise from its production: he 
Mr. Pitt violated the duties of his oftice, refusefl it, because it was demanded upon 
and broke in upon the forms of pnrlia- a false assumption, nauicly, that of ins 
tnent? No: he said that he had never be- having made a charge against lord llow- 
fore heard of the application to the court ick. He afterw ards granted it in liis own 
of St. Petersburgh, and that he highly ap- exculpation, to prove that the extiact he 
proved of the tone in which the document read was supported by the context.— 
was written. There W'as no insinuation would say a few words, vvith permission 
here of garbled extracts, for partial pur- of the house, upon the Resolutions as they 
poses. So much for one of the hon,‘ge^t."s applied to him. It was not for him fo 
instances. But it w as not on that occasion state what would have been the course lor 
only that an extract w as read. It occurred the hon. gent, to have pursued ; but lie 
V in twenty debates during the last war. Jt could uot help thinking, that it would have 
might be proper, perhaps, for the hon. been more advisable for him to have 
gent, to endeavour to draw' dowm the in- adopted a prospective measure, than to have 
dignation of the house upon him by w ay laid dowui the principle, and then ap[)licd 
of ^ expeK.:Tientum in corpore vili r.nd to it to him. Why did he not follow' the 
check a system of which he w'asnot'the examjdc of Mr. Fox, call him to order, 
beginning but the end. He would gfve and m.t let liim go on in error, when he 
the hon. gent, another instance. It w'as rea Mhis olicnsive extract? Wliv diH he 
no later than the last year that lord How - not take notice of it at the tiriK*, aware 
ick came dowm to that house, and read, in ns he was, by his own confesMon, of its 
angry debate, an extract of a letter from a impropri(*ty, and not ( oinc dovMi a month 
noble friend of his (lord Castlercagli) to after, it a sub ject of accusation ? 

lord Cathcart. This letter was taken from The hon. gent, in the Resolutions he had 
among the papers which the hon. cent, moved, laid down, in language more elo- 
tvas so anxious to impress on the house quent than accurate, the general principle, 
were state property, and could no' he ap- and then made a jiavticular deduction from 
plied, without a gross breach of duty, to it lie made it a matter ol' charge and 
private purposes. And yet it was in fa- grave accusation, that he (Mr. C.) at- 
vour of this noble*lord that all these whim- tempted to p(‘rsuadc the house to refuse a 
pering ^complaints w'erc made. *He w^as paper,»an extract from which be had read, 
not yet at the end of his instances. In But did notjhe house reJusc it, and was 
1804-, when Mr. Pitt moved >an enquiry not the guilt therefore, if there w^as any, 
into tJ\c conduct of the Board of Admiral- chargeable upon the house? Tlic hoii. 
ty, he could recollect, that a u’ght hon. gent, deduced also as a corollary from the 
gent, now in his e^ye (Mr. Tierney) who pi^mises in the first Resolution, that he 
was not a cabinet minister, came forward had committed^ a breach of If he 

and read masses of papefs, which never had done so, h'g could not be prosecuted 
would have come into his possession, in with too much vindictiveness. He would 
consequence of having any official r*on- deserve those rebukes which the duke of 
troul over them. He could also recollect Newcastle received^ from lord Lechmere, 
that a great constitutional lawyer (Mr. and lord Melville froih Ml^*-.Fo!t. When 
Adam) upon motion respecting the Mr. Pitt read the dispat,:a sTnt to St. Pe-., 
gjant of a pension to a Scotch judge, did tersburgb, when lor^'Howick read the 
in his place and read a long extract letter of his noble ft^^d to lord Cathcart, 
a letter, for the purpose of fixing when another rigM hon. gent, read vo- 
;4^n the duke of Portland the stigma oi« lumea of extracts frojn the records and 
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correspondence of the Admiralty, there 
was no question on these occasions of 
breach of trust. But to tins charge of 
fireach of trust and violation of oMicial 
duty, he would reply^ that ininistcrs had 
his mu jesty^s confidence each in their seve¬ 
ral clepartinenls, and tliat that confideiice 
implied they were to exercise their discie- 
tion either in using or withholding, epicept 
ni consequence of his command or an ad- 
tlress, any correspoiulence in their respec- 
iive oftices. If •‘documents were to be 
])ro(luce(l on every occasion; ifnci infor¬ 
mation was to be eommuiiicated hut in the 
manner stated by the hon. gent.; the bu- 
bine’ss of parliament, and of this great, 
]>rosperous, aiul happy country, must 
stand still.—The right hon. secretary then 
st»ted, licit as a high (rimmal eharge ^^as 
preh ired against him, he should withdraw, 
and throw 1 dm self upon the judgment of 
th(i house. He walidrew accordingly, 
amidst loud cries of “ question, question.” 

l\Ir. \Vindham and Mi. Whitbread con¬ 
tended, that this wais not a i ase U heii it 
was nr( essary for the rlglit hon. secretary 
to w lllidraw, and appiMied to the autho¬ 
rity (d‘ the ( hair. 

Tlie Speaki'v said, tlrat he had looked 
into jirecaalents on this point, and found 
tluq, the uniform ( ustoni on such occasions 
Was for the [lerson aceust d to withdraw. 

Mr. Whni/innt lamented, tliat the eir- 
cuinstaiice ol' the right lion, secretaiy 
having withilrawn froiUu^he hcvi^se, pre¬ 
vented him from answering as fully the 
arguments oi' that right hon. gent, as he | 
should have felt himself bound to do if he 
had been present. He then proceeded to 
touch lightly on the dinereut precedents, 
as they were called, wdiith the right hon. 
secretary liad called in to liij aid ; and 
maintained, t^at not one of them was such 
as eould bear out that right hon. |^ent. in 
the inferences which he liad"'drawn from 
tliein. From the rarity of those instances 
which that right hon. gent, could, with 
the utmost stretch of his ingenuity, sup¬ 
pose to be at all analogous, it was [)retty 
evident that, at least, suclwwas not the ge¬ 
neral practice of parliai\^U. But, put¬ 
ting all question of authorityVir precedent 
aside, the right hon. gent, said, Would it 
be aVgued that, case whatevei, a 

pe rson an ofllcial situation, 

"Should make anjLcommunication to tliat 
house,^of what to his knowledge, in 

his public capacitN^^B a servant of the 
crown } The fact wa?, that his hon. and 
learned friend wjiotniade the motion, said 


no such thing: he only went so far as to 
say, that no minister ought to be suflered 
to rcaif, at his own pleasure, such partial 
extracts irdin official docvnwnts as might 
tend to mislead the judgment, and give a 
wrong turn to tile (ie^'i>ion of that ilousc. 
But then, said the .Ji'gfTt hon. secretary, 

' It is diflicult to kiVow' where to draw .a 
precise line in suclWcases.' Even so ; ad- 
mitli’ng that, w*as i} to be said, that for that 
reason vve w’er** t<*» have no line at all ? .was 
it to be said, that because, in a case w'here 
there was obviously no mischief to be ap¬ 
prehended, a practice something like this 
w'a>s suflered to pass w'ithout any formal 
reprobation on the lournals, and wdth only 
a slight personal censure ; was that a 
reason w’hy ^vc should allow the practice 
to ])vevail unnoticed, to the most unlimited 
extent th:U any person ui ofliee might think 
tit ? It w‘as one thing to place confidence 
in Ills majesty’s ministers collectively ; or 
in any one gi\ing information, either 
when called upon hi that liouse, or when^» 
ordered ollicially to do so by his majesty; 
but it was another, and a very diiferent 
line of conduct, hjr one of his majesty's 
ininistij^s to ransack the arci^yes of his 
ofli(^*, for the jiurpose of finding out such 
dclfiuuents as might be serviceable to 
him ; to ]ilck out what scraps he pleased, 
and read them \vlien he thought proper, 
and in what maimer he thought proper, ' 
w ith a view to a personal triumph in de¬ 
bate ;<*and afterwards to refuse the house 
an ojiportuiilty of reading tliose documents 
and judging for themselses, wdieu they 
wore told, from high authority, that a 
false cok)ur w as given to them by that 
partial reading. 'Flie house owed it to 
the character of lord How'ick, and to the 
character of ^Mr. (>arl’ke, to express its 
(lisappitibation of such conduct.» in the 
present instance. 

The Chancellor of the Exclmjuer cuncnxxed 
ill every principle and sentiment thc^t had 
been laid down by Ids right hon.’friend, 
and did not liesitate to declare, that of aU 
the charges and ac\*u^tions he had ever 
heard, none a[)peared to him to have sq 
little foundation in argument or precedeni 
as dial now made against his right hon* 
friend. His hon. and learned friend had 
alliuled to the profession he had formerly 
followed, and he would now answ^ him 
in the language of that profession, .that all 
h\^ arguments went only to open a iioi^ 
suit, and that every step he advanced, the 
ideepcr he laboured to hwolye himsejf in 
'difficulties. The charge now stated in the, 
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i^soluttons, was not that the dispatch wai j tjon it a matter of blame in the noI>le 
giiVbled, but the objection was to the shape lord. He have the leave of his 

m ^hicii it app'ecire(h that of ^an extract, j majestj^ to read ir, hut it vi^as ccmairiJy a 
Vat K^as not wery communication waile j case very strongly it? point on th^prifsent 
to the house iini/brm^^made in that sha])e ? 
the ^nine objec^r* s wmild lay to any 
other extract, even t\it of a private letter 
which any member nygiit choose'to road 
' liis speech^ 


as a part of his 

Mr. (f/;/V/;re’rta'tlccInrnd tliathe lairtfnted 
the'absence of the ii£> hl bon. secretary on 
his own account; as he was, owinijti) that, 
deprived of the pleasure of witnes.^in<]f the 
change in the conduct of his right hon. 
friend (the chancellor ot the e\ciieqw)r) 
towwds him since the 8th of Feb. udien 
he (Mr. Catming) was entirely desert oil. 
not only by that right hon. and learned 
gent, but by all his colleagues. The right 
hon. gent, might have gone awiif satisfied 
in some degree with the edcct of his ^»wn 
lively speech ; that speech, however, lie 
niust confess, had made no impression on 
' his mind. 

Lord Castlermgh said, the arguments 
urged by his twt> right hon. friends wer(^ 
so extremely forcible and cijnvinciiig, that 
he should aniysay a very few worPi-,. lie 
then w’ent over his former argument, V\iiat 
his right hon. friend had refused the rnt- 
tion of the 8th of Feb. for those paper'?, 
because he iiad been charg(‘d wiili 
reading them for a ]>urpose wliit h he dis¬ 
claimed ; and the noble lord thought il‘ 
the motion vvas agreed to, it would s^^biiid 
the house up, ihaLil would be next to im¬ 
possible to read any information to the 
house. He shonhl there lore support the 
arihendmeht, and vote for the oidcr ol thc 
d^y. 

Mh Stnrge^i Bourne was sorry, that in all 
argiunerfts of thi.^ kind a great deal of 
party spirit and party' animosity was too 
olien introduced. In the instance he \vas 
jtbout to introduce, he declared he did not 
,ih€an«t,o impute any blame to the noble 
lord for having done as he did ; Jjut as so 
iBdch stress had been laid on reading ex- 
t'r^ll‘ts of dispatches tiy the other side of 
thfe house, he could not htlp mentioning 
a!‘(5asb of that nature which happened not 
a ago. At that time a change* of 
ifiHrnstry having recently taken place," lord 
Howdek; in the absence of ministers, wdm 
thcTi m tjje country attending their 
i|^d|^bticms> had produced, and read to the 
ah’ extract from an ()fl[icial docu- | 
nihue on the subject of a private in-J 
^ betweeh* his sovereign and him-1 
that he did riot meh- 



oeoasion. 

Mr.^r/m)?.—Sir; it is nOwmy privilege 
to rise in reply; aiul considering the man¬ 
ner in which this subj<'ct has been treated 
by gentlemen on the other siile of the house, 
and particularly by the right hon. gent, 
who has left the house,have no doubt 
but that Fshall be heard with attentioji.—I 
have t(> regret, from the vtuy bottom of m\' 
heart, that the right hon. gt nt. has thought 
it proper to retire* IVcfore he heard my an¬ 
swer to some of his statements, bt'causo 
J detest tlic idea of saying Ijehind a man’s 
back, that which alleels hini'.elf person¬ 
ally* Hut he is the cause of this, and not 
me. 1 must desire his I'riends nho remain 
to report to him, and instate tlie f)ositive 
contradiction which I am about to give to 
a matter which he stated respecting my¬ 
self. \Vhich 1 shall do, I can assure yon, 
sir, much as 1 feel the injury of his misre¬ 
presentation, in language perfectly^ parlia¬ 
mentary. Sir, I must begin with this, be¬ 
cause 1 am determiueci to set myself right, 
not only from the misrepresentation of the 
fact, but from being supposed capable of 
having accused another of a lraa^gres5ion 
which I had myself committed. "J’iie right 
hon. gent, was plen'ied to say, that 1 had 
myself, on a former occasion, traiHgressed 
the usagP^>piTicI *1 now contend for in the 
motion I have now made. The right hon. 
gent.Vhose to introduce this with a despi¬ 
cable witticism. A pension during plea¬ 
sure (he said) oh, no, it was n<vt, it wa-s the 
profit, not the }>leasure, that the learned 
gent, who made this motion, looked to.’^ 
Sir^I challenge him, or any ollur man, to 
cite aij instance, in my lifb, that Cv uld 
serve to justify any unworthy insinuation 
on that score, or that can Avarrant a charge 
on rny independence. That right hon. 
gent, ma}^ look to profit and power, and 
iriJ^miate against others, w hat lie frels in 
himself. But J will not pi rmit him to 
arge me wdtIJ such motives of actio/i. 
But, to n turip'aV) the subject, sir, the repre- 
sentHlion w'hich has been made by the 
right hon. gent.' r^^Sjiecting my conduct 
ibout lord Cullen’s ptiadpn^not support¬ 
ed by the fact. A factfc-bTiifeb passed in ^ 
the Dresence of the hp/ve and of which I 
(lavc the most period recollection^ The 
right hon. the chan^llor of the exchequer, 
in moving the finance committee, threw 
out most injuriously/ A)me 


reflections 
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against the late ministers for pensions 
granted in Scotland. I was ill at the time, 
and did not hear him. But lord Howick 
communicated it to me, saying, the only 
ifnpleasfiht thing was a pension said to bu 
granted to a judge during pleasure ; and 
wished me, as probably acquainted with 
the transaction, from my connection with 
that part of the country, to give an account 
of it. Ill consequence of that, I moved for 
the pension warrants to be laid on the ta¬ 
bic. In making ’that motion, J stated, 
certainly, though I say it of mysel^f in a 
manner to create no irritation or debate, 
the, circumstances which gave rise to the 
proposed pension ; and, in doing so, it was 
a necessary [lart of my narrative to slate, 
tliat a noble duke, now at tin*, head of his 
majesty’s government, proposetl to obtain 
that pcnsi(»n for the learned judge. A no¬ 
ble lord, nearly connected witli the duke 
of Portland, who was present at the state¬ 
ment, without leaving the house, rose and 
said, that he was authorised to deny that 
the duke of Portland hud ever haa any 
intention to grant a pension to that learn¬ 
ed judge. lie had, indeed, once thought 
of obtaining a small pension to the lady of 
the judge, but that he had abandoned. I 
had occasion to rise in reply, and to vindi- 
cate!»the truth of my original assertion, 
vvhicli was positively contradicted by tlie 
noble marquis (lord 'lltciifield) ; and not 
thinking it sufliciont, and it would not 
have been sufTicienl, to «}t assertion 
against the other, 1 road from a note of 
the learned judge, written after an inter¬ 
view with the dukeof Portland, a statement, 
that he had seen the duke, liud made liim 
master of all the circumstances, and tliat 
his grace desired to see me on the subject 
of his (the learned judge’s) pension. This 
is the real slate of tlie case, it passed in the 
presence of you, sir, and the house,^ and I 
defy it to be contradicted. 1 2 f>k, then, sir, 
if this bears any, the least resembhin^^e, to 
what w^as stated by the right lv>n. gent, 
and whether he has not completely misr«t!- 
presented the fact ? I ask il this reading a 
private note, is like a minister reading 
public dispatches—if reacliij^g it to induce 
tlifi house to grant a'paper or warrant, is like 
a minister reading dispatglies, to influence 
the vote of this houjp^^rid to make a part 
of his own and which he does not 

'lay upon the ta^? But, sir, I did not 
even du what I hem^uppose. I diciViot 
read any note or lett^ in the first hi' 
stance, I read it in answer to an allegation, 
made in contradiction to my statement, to 
VoL. X. 
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prove, the fact, to he I stated it, 
which did prove it to be so. But the right^ 
hon. gent, is not only so much mistaken in 
ills fact, that it cannot aid ; but he has' 
shewn in the statement of it, snt^b a deter¬ 


mination to mii^epre j?,nt, t^at I mnnot 
hesitate now to say./ there is goodf 
reason to believe, fnrm his having misre¬ 
presented this fact, taat he did garble the, 
docLinjpnts which he read on the .3rd*of 
Feb. So that, thi? is not only a case wliich 
does nqt aid his defence, but it is a case ia 
wdrich he has been guilty of absolute mis¬ 
representation, and which afforils the 
strongest reason to conclude, tliat his con¬ 
duct has been that wdiieh it has bech 
charged to have been, when he read the 
dispatches. 1 trust, sir, that by this state¬ 
ment, I have clearly destroyed the autho¬ 
rity of t ho case derived from my^ own con¬ 
duct.—Let us see now, sir, how' his other 
case stands—he tells us that Mr. Pitt, w'hcp 
charged by IMr. Fox, did the same thing, 
and ft)r some purpose he states, that I havfe i 
represented Mr. Pitt’s character in glow- ^ 
iiig colours, and have not, I suppose he 
means, spoken in the same terms of Mr. 
Fox. Jiir, I spoke of INir. Pitt, as I felt on 
the occasion to which I was reteiTing, and 
spo^ving of a great man, w ho is no more, 
with whom 1 never hud any political con- 
nectioii, but constant political dilFerpnce>. 

1 think I did right to speak of his character^ 
and conduct as I feAt it; the occasion 
being aiie of strict adlierence to constitu¬ 
tional ground. But sir, with Mr. Fox, 

I not only always acted, but I lived 
with him in habits of the closest intimacy 
and friendship. \ feel, in praLsing Mr. 
Fox, the sort of indelicacy that belongs to 
praising publicly, a j^erson’ closely coti- 
nected and belonging as jt wuu eto oneself. 

It is notHhat I do not hold the char^icter of 
that great man and most illustrious sena¬ 
tor, above all those of his time ; it is not 
that I do not daily lament his loss; b^P 
that it is unnecessary and almost unfit* that 
I should Metail those sentiments to tKife 
house.—But, sir, witlprcispect to the ca$e, 
cited to justify jhe act of the ri^ht 
secretarvi w^hich my motion culls m ques- 
liorhy I deny that it has the least iiiflueniso 
in justifying his conduct. The right hdp^' 
secretary did on the .3rd of Feb., take 
his box a great many dispatches on di®!’-^ 
erit subjects, and read thciA to the 
in part, put them back into the box, 
thus influenced the decision of tifee 
^by them, and refused to let hoUS6 
‘them as evidence or documents, to cii- 
3N - 
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paiue whether he stated correctly, what was 
pQHtain^d innhem. But what was the 
ca^e whicri he cited ? Mr. Fox'^accused 
jilr. pitt o£not havij)g had pacific disposi¬ 
tions ; Mr. X^itt, in reply, says, I had paci¬ 
fic d’‘’'positions, ar^d to [J^'.ove it, he takes 
from his pocketis[)atcli nine years old, 
and reads it to sati^^y Mr. F’ox, who had 
made a personal charge against Mr. Pitt's 
inclinations to peace, which Mr. Fox says, 
he is sorry he had not'made public Varlier. 
FJbw is this in the least like the case in ques¬ 
tion ? Mr P. was not required to lay the pa¬ 
per on the table; Mr. P. was not influencing 
the decisions of the house by the paper; 
but he was satisfying an individual objec¬ 
tion to the pacific character of his admi¬ 
nistration, and to confirm his assertion, he 
read the dispatch of nine years old, and 
he read it throughout; how o-in this be 
compared with the conduct ‘to which my 
motion refers } Does this drive ine from 
the principle stated by Mr. Pitt in 1792.? 
quite the reverse, it leaves his conduct and 
the principle I contend for quite untouch¬ 
ed. Why did not the right-hon. gent, 
follow it.? why, because his previous mis¬ 
conduct and misrepresentation had made 
it quite iflipossible for him to rc.st con¬ 
stitutional ground, and to comply wift** the 
usages of parliament. He had pulili^.ied 
a declaration, in which he made his ma¬ 
jesty tell ail Europe, that the affair of 
Copenhagen was justified by the secret 
article of the treaty of Tilsit—so jt stands 
in the first declaration—in the second de¬ 
claration respecting Russia, the talk of se¬ 
cret arrangements at Tilsit, as justifying 
their measure—but in his majesty's speech 
they drop these justifications entirely, and 
they call it a painful—(not a just—the 
usual expression)—but a painful and ne- 
cessary^ measure. It was incumbent upon 
them to answer all this in parliament; they 
had publicly declared the ground on 
which they bad attacked Copenhagen, and 
they had declared false ground—they could 
tiot have recourse to Mr. Pin's cotisti- 
tutional defence in*1792—he had made no 
false declarations to embarrass him, there- 
fpfe when he refused papers he desired 
the house to confide in him, that ^hcre 
U^^crets of state, the disclosure of 
1 would injure the public—that he re¬ 
tired not a base and servile, but an ho- 
itifable and constitutional confidence, 
the conduct of the right lion. gent, 
ly bis fgreyious unfounded justification had 
^.privfd him of all right to confidence, 
of all means of using it—that constf- 



tutional argument for secrecy. He must 
refuse the papers, and the only ground 
he had for inducing the house to agree 
with him was, to state parts of those very 
papers w'hich he refused. Sir, the man¬ 
ner in wdiich tlie right hon. gent, has at¬ 
tacked me ill defending himself makes it 
necessary for me to state the truth.—[A 
laug,h from the government benches.]— 
Sir, if 1 have committed a lapsus Iw^mt in 
the hurry of speaking, it argues no folly 
in the person speaking,Vhatcver folly may 
be attached to those w’ho raise the laugh. 
Sir, 1 have in my motions and in my 
opening .stated nothing but truth, but 1 
stated it iu temperate and civil language. 
—I said nothing vindictive or personal, 
and I have put no coarse expression in 
the motion. Kut tlic vindictive spiru of 
the defence, and my being falsely ac¬ 
cused (»f a vindictive spirit, entitles me to 
say now with truth, that he did garble the 
dispatches which he read, and that having 
assigned false causes for his attack on Co- 
penhilgcn, he could not refuse informa¬ 
tion on the ground of confidence, but w as 
obliged to have recourse to garldc ilic 
dispatches, which he read to this house. 
The gentlemen on the other sido say, that 
the cases I quoted uonot bear me out, aiid- 
that as no motion w'as made on then/ that 
it proves there was nothing irregular 
(lone, and that Mr. Fox, being a jiohtical 
enemy of lord Melville, his reprimand is 
no ojithojaly Sir, 1 deny the accurac)^ of 
this reasoning—the cases to be found ore 
but two—they are slight transgressions, 
compared to that whu li I am now ( en¬ 
suring, and the mere notice was thought 
Mifhcient to check them Rut what was 
ihe conduct to which my motions refer? 
—A s(‘cr(^tary of state for three hours to¬ 
gether, taking from his box state paper 
after'state paper, reading them partially? 
commenting upon them, and replacing 
thcip in his box, and thereby influencing 
debate pnd decision—refusing, and pre- 
'^ailing on the house to refuse, information 
by these very statements, on wdiich he 
rested his case.. Was this like the trans¬ 
action in 1752 t? The duke of Newcastle 
staled but <i short passage, and that w as 
objected to, afi^^contrary to parliamentary , 
usage.—Lord Merlibe read bujia passage, 
and that was immecliat^^iobjccted to— 
but it was objected to Vy his political enc-‘ 
nyr, Mr. Fox. I ask; in answer, w^s it jus¬ 
tified by his poliuial friend Mr. f itt ?— 
No, nev(ir —It therefore remains a repro¬ 
bated and an unjustifit^d transgression^ I am 
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accvised, sir, by the hon. gent, who spoke 
last, with having committed a most 

violent ofience against order, by having 

• introduced a question with reference to a 
i'ormer debate, at the distance of a month. 

'Sir, 1 have done no such thing. Your at¬ 
tention to the orders of this house would 
have checked me if I had done so. My 
motion is founded upon what appear^ on 
the journals of the 8th of Feb. On that 
day a motion was made, and the question 
being put, ** That? an humble address be 
presented to his maj. that he will b» gra¬ 
ciously pleased to give directions, that 
flierc 1)0 laid before this house a copy of 
th^^ despatch Irom lord vise, llowick to Mr. 
(jarhke, dated London Dec. 3, 180(), an 
i^xtract from which w'as read by Mr. secre¬ 
tary (banning in his j)lace in this house 
on Wednesday last, and the Answer of 
Mr. (rarhke thereto,^’ it passed in the 
negative. ‘ Resolved, that an humble ad- 
' dr< be presented to his majesty, that 
‘ he will bt; graciously ])ieased to give di- 
‘ rections, tliat there be laid before this 
' iioLise copy of the iNole delivered by Mr. 

‘ Riot to lord viscount llowick, relative to 

* the Ordtr in (a)uncil of January 7, 1807, 

' and the Answer thereto, extracts from 

which V. eie read by-Mr. Secretciry C'an- 
‘ niinj; in Ins place in this house on Wed- 
^ nesday last.' * Ord^ered, 'JJidt the said 
‘ address hr presented to his majest y by 
‘ sucli niembers of this bouse as aie ol* his 

* majesty's most honourablefcprivy com^cil,' 
—Tliese entries are unparalleled in the his¬ 
tory of parliament. 1 will venture to say*, 
that It IS the first time that any such en¬ 
try appears; they establish, if allowed to 
stand unobserved upon, that a secretary 
of state read paits of dispatches, and did 
not deliver them in—they do not appear 
to be before us, in either of the legitimatt? 
modes by which \ve get state papers ;Mhey 
have not been laic^, by the command of 
the king, and one set of them is refused 
to be addressed for by this hou^ on the 
8th. They are produced since on the 
motion of the secretary of state himseli’, 
on.the 26th, and he who had before re¬ 
fused them, for reasons of sti;.te safety, now 
moved for their production for selfde- 

^ fence. Where then ish^s ground for 
chargingwith a dipl^yproceeding.^ 
But, sir, the is equally unfir- 

^..'tunate in his pveceafent, which has produc¬ 
ed so much solenWity; indeed I 't^m 
astonished, how he an^those connected 
with him should have tm boldness to al¬ 
lude tp that transaction; considering that 


some among them are guilty of the greats 
est violation of the constitution that ever 
was conlmitted, by their conduct on tha| 
occasion. J mean the refejeilce to the 
conduct of lord Grey on the change pf 
administration, v^io is charged witJWiav- 
iiig done what I charged the right hon. 
secretary to have done, by stating the mi¬ 
nute of cabinet which took place at thp 
chaiig^j of administration. Has the hon^ 
gent, and those near him, forgot that 
there isi a news-paper called the Morning 
Post, that that minute had been previously 
published in tliat newspaper in a garbled 
state^; who furnished that garbled minute 
to the Morning Post ? peadiaps the right 
hon. secretary can tell this, and if he can, 
shall wc hesitate to be convinced that 
he is himself the reader of garbled ex¬ 
tracts. sir, lord Grey stated here, that 
he acted by the permission of the king. 
What fie stated (lor be read nothing) 
was by his m:ijesty's permisJon to coun¬ 
teract a newspaper misrepresentation, and 
not to influence decision; to set him¬ 
self and Ills colleagues right in the eye$ 
of this house ; and it seems most extraor¬ 
dinary ^itrat a cswe tltiSR circumstanced 
shouJ^Tie cited, as having any {?earing on 
thi.y^ase, when papers were read for hours 
trigfther without any authority to read 
them, in order to influence debate and de¬ 
cision.—Now, sir, 1 insist tliat the conduct 
of the right honouraole secretary, which 
1 call in question, is against the usage 
of parliament—that this is proved by its 
never appearing to have been the practice 
of the house, and by its being checked 
each time on the occasions on which it 
was done. As to modern practice, what¬ 
ever it may be, I care not, because, 1 deny 
that that justifies the practice, or defeats 
the anciejt usage, founded on thepri^ciplei 
that fornied the common law of the coun¬ 
try, the practice of the house, and th^ 
acquiescence of the people ; and, I con¬ 
tend that rny doctrine is confirmed *and 
establishecP by the entries of the 8th oY 
Feb. \vhich I have read*tc»the house, being 
the only enlries^of the sort to be found 
on your journals. Had it been otherwise^ 
them must have been hundreds of the ' 
same sort. It is to check this practicte 
that I have moved these resolutions, the 
wording of which the right hon. secretary 
lias chosen to criticise. As'to hia itisi|{.r 
nificant grammatical observations> I celr* 7 » 
tainly shall not waste the tiino*ef the 
house by entering on them. Bht as t6 
tlieir substance and object^ mymeaimit 
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y^$,3^5^ wid .1 contencbthat I hav^eixe 
ic^t^d ^resolve the fact in the Prst, 
drsiw the conclusion in the Second. 
TJlie right hon. gentleman has Retired, be- 

E Vose they criminate him : and yon, sir, 
^Ttric-nctioned his act.^, I can only say 
^hat iny meaning was, I will not assert 
that, m nice construction, the htterpart of j 
the second resolution may not be connected 
with the fact stated in the heg^’nninffiof the 
first, namely, 'that the secretary or state 
being charged w^ith having done the thing, 
the offence may not be referred to him 
personally, stated at the end of the second 
resolution. But my meaning w as,^ by 
using the words ' confidential sorvauts ol‘ 
ike crown/ to make it a general ])roj)osi- 
tion as to all, and not a breach of trust 
by one, as my object was a general re¬ 
solution to prevent the grievanci'in future. 
Sir, I am now, notwitli^tanding the^tone in 
W'hich this has been taken up, pertectly 
satisfied tliat 1 have discharged a most in)- 
portant dut)?- in bringing this most iinp.or- 
tant question of the law and constitution 
etf parliament into discussion'; both to 
counteract the entries on the journals, and 
to check^^a cour'oJ of* proceadiug which 
places the means of swaying the dect^sions 
and acts of this house, by misrepresViit- 
kig facts, and withbo'ding the evidcnc?*, of 
them intirely in the hands of the ministers 
of the crown. If this object is obtained 1 
am satisfied, and I am confident that in 
tiiture what has been done now^ will put a 
Stop to any such proceeding hereafter ; 
and that in our time at least, no minister 
will dare to do wheit was done on the third 
of Peb. last. That being niy conviction, 

I have no desire to take the sense of the 
bouse at this late hour, and aft^r this very 
fatiguing week^upon the question. It is 
sufficient for me that it remains .bn record 
that I have interfered to check Ihis most 
injurious and unconstitutional practice. * 
The house then divided upon the mo¬ 
tion for the previous cpiestion. Ayes, UiS ; 
Noes, 67; Majority, lOl.-iV\'hile the 
Minority were the lobby, Mr. Pon- 
#o»hy addressed them^ He observed, 
feat fee order of the day, relative to 
the Orders in Council Bill, was yet to 
be disposed of He sup[josed that mini¬ 
sters woold not attempt to bring foiward 
a question at so late an ho^r. But 
woulfi go into it, he Imped gentle-^ 
Would remain, and convince the' 
"“^iJhancidlor of the exchequer that they 
^could stay up as well as he or his cel- 
ffeagues* , [A ory of hear! hear! ] * 


WOOSE OF LohB«. 

Monday, Murch 7. 

[Danish Ships detained previous to 
Hostilities.] Lord Sidmoiith tfkshed to 
call the attention of their lordships to a 
subject which he considered of great im- 
portivwc. lie alluded to the case of those 
Diinv^h ships which had been detained in 
or brought into the ports of this country, 
previous to the commencement of hosti¬ 
lities with Denmark. He had heard, that 
in consequence of a rumour of the desti¬ 
nation of the armament subsequently sent 
against Denmark, a representation had 
been made to government on behalf of the 
Danish vessels then in our ports, for the 
purpose of ascertaining, whether they 
were safe in coinpieting their cargoes. 
The nature of this representation, or the 
answer to it, lie did not know*, but after- 
w ai ds, in consequence of its being intima¬ 
ted by the Chamber of Commerce at Co- 
peiihagi n, that there w^as no expectation 
of hostilities with this country, tliose ves¬ 
sels proceeded to complete their cargoes. 
Previous, liowever, to the sailing of the 
expedition, an order was issued, under 
w’hich all these vessels were detained, and 
others brought in, the w'hole of which lie. 
had heard, were since condemned and 
hatl become Droits of Admiralty. The 
produce of these vessels and'cargoes, he 
had* also heard, amounted to nearly two 
million. If llKse statements were true, 
he could not help thinking the circum¬ 
stances unexampled in the annals ol' the 
country. Unless he had further inl'ormatioii, 
he must even believe, thalourexpcdition to 
Copenhagen caused the warw ith Denmark, 
and therefore that the Vessels previously 
detained, ought to have been consicleicd . 
in a (lillerent situation from vesse ls de- 
taineci inconsequence of the previous h<x^- 
tile conduct of the po*cer to whicli tlu'V 
belonged. He wisiicd to ask the noble 
secretary ol‘ state wdiether it was true, 
<that the vessels he had alluded to had 
been condemned in the manner stated, and 
also, whether the crews were detained as 
prisoners of war ? 

Lord Haivkesbury stated, that the same 
courfie had b'^^n adopted witli i-espect to, 
the Danish vess^i^y^feich wfvre detained 
on receiving the hostile 

intentions of Denmar^/as had been adopt:.^ 
efi wnh respect tr^^the vessels, of uther 
(lowers detained<**under similar cirouin- 
staiices. He thought it necessary also to 
statOj that no assojimoe of protection was 
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given either dkjectly or indirectly by go¬ 
vernment to the Danish vessels in our 
ports, at the period mentioned by the no¬ 
ble viscount. 

The liEarl of Lauderdale observed, that 
some of these vessels had been previously 
brought into our ports, havin" been de¬ 
tained as neutrals under dillerent pre¬ 
tences ; and that, iji several instances, 
there were decrees of the court of^admi- 
ralty in their favour; but, by the Order 
alluded to by the noble viscount and the 
subsequent proceedings, all the^ were 
also condemned, which formed a peculiar 
case of hardship upon the individuals 
vVhose pro|)oriy was thus taken from them. 

Lord Snlmouth was not satisfied with 
the explanation given by the noble secre- 
toiy, contending, as he did, that the Da¬ 
nish vessel,^ w'erc in a different situation to 
lliobc of any other power detained previ¬ 
ous to hostilities. Ills noble friend had 
omitted to answer one of his questions, 
whether the crew\s of these vessels wx're 
detained as piisoru rs of w ar ? • 

Lord Jlawkchhunj eonlended, that the 
case of the J>anish vessels w as the same 
‘os those f)f other vessels detained pri'vious 
to iiostilitie.s. As to the crews, they wen*, 
as in other cases, det.iiacd prisoners ofwar, 
w i^h the ex( e[)tion of somr individuals, 
wdio had been, under parlicuiar elrcum- 
btaIwe^ i:*4eased. *A cartel had been pro¬ 
posed to the Danish govorniiu nt, b.ut had 
been hitherto declined^ 

The Lari of Sulfoik w ished to be inform¬ 
ed how^ the money produced by llie sak* of 
these vessels and cargoes was to be ap¬ 
plied r and whether any account of its ap¬ 
plication would be made know n ? 

Lord Jlavd^biny said, the amount had 
been greatly exaggerated, but whatever it 
was it would be known. • 

Lord Stdinotiilt said, he had onV stated 
the amount from report. • „ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS^ 

Monday, March 7. • 

, [Minutes.] —The Speaker acquainted 
the house that he had received a letter 
from brigadier-general sir-S. Achmuty, 
dated the 4lh Inst, in answ''er to one horn 
him, trauvsmittingiyjip^esolutions of the 
house ot April last. Ho then 

read the EetteiV which contained a brie I 
but neat aeknov^^edgment to the hou^e, 
for'lhc dislinguishqp honour the}^ had 
conferred on the gAeral, on brigadier-^ 
general Luiuley, iuid ou the officers and* 


troops composing the army that attacked 
Monle Video, all of whom felt highly 
grateful for this niark of the approbation of 
their fellt^w-subjects, thus conveyed to 
them through the medium df their repre¬ 
sentatives.—Mr. Simeon broughtjjp the 
report of the ^raiiipound Elecfflmcom- 
mittee, which declared the election for 
that borough to be null and void.—Mr. 
Wiiberforce b/ought up the report of the 
]Vev\^astleAinder-Line Election Commit¬ 
tee, which stated that the sitting member 
were'duly elected,-and that the petition 
that had been presented against them was 
not frivolous or vexatious,—Mr. Parnell 
pit^scnted a Petition from the Freeholders; 
of the Q.ucen’s County, praying- for a 
Commutation of Tithes. He observed, 
that the freeholders of that county amount¬ 
ed to 4^)00; that this petition expressed 
the unanimous sense of the county, being 
no* jiftrty business wliatever ; that it was 
signed by several beneficcid clergymen, 
and that every clergyman wdili whom he 
had conviu'scd on the subject, liad declare^ 
his decided approbation ol* the object 
W'liich the petitioners sought. He trusted, 
iherclbro, thatljifiu^KHition w’'oiild meet 
w'iiy‘"®niat**irTt(‘ntion Troin tlic house to 
\y^rh it was eiititlerl, for he was convinced, 
/nat no measure that could be proposed 
would tend more elfectuall}'^ to allay the 
discontenti» in Ireland, than the commuta¬ 
tion of the tithes of tliat country. Under 
this impression he gave notice, that if his 
majesty’s ministers should not take up this 
subject, he would, on an early day after 
the recess, move that that petition be re¬ 
ferred to a committee of the wdiolc house ; 
he would delay his motion, because he 
understood that several other petitlona of 
a simila^ naturi* w ere impreparation, and 
particularly from soihe of the Gra^d 
Juvie'4—The Petition was ordei\‘d to lio^^ 
on the table.—On the motion of sir 
Burdett it was ordered, That there be lai<| 
before this house, an Account of the total ' 
sum issfied under M’arrants from his ma¬ 
jesty, out of the re^i^try of the Court of 
Admiralty, being jiroceeds of Droit^ of 
Admiialty, cA* of Droits of the Crown^ 
since the 1st of Jan. 1792, to the latest « 
period to w hich the same can be mad^ 
out; and also of the Balance of the 
gistry, ari.sing from the said Droits, - ' ‘ 
MutixNy Bill.] —The Mutiny Bill^vrai 
read a second time, ana on the mOUph; 
that it be committed to-morroY^, 

The SecrcfMry at JVur gave notice, that a 
noble friend of his w^duld ‘to-morrow 14 
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the committee move a clause to empower j he pledged himself, at some future period 
the enlisting men for life, / session, to undertake the task. At 

Sir John Newport expressed his sur})rise, present, all he desired was, to investigate 
thjtt a measure which was to* undo the the minor branch of it, namely, the amount 
effect of the whole military system which of the Fees obtained through the iliediuni 
hid oi^t?incd the sanctioniot the legisla- of the Licences, and the nature of the 
ttire, was to be brou^^ht forward in the authority by which those fees w^re claimed, 
shape of a clause in the committee. It appeared to him, that if these licences 

. The Chancellor of the Exchequer saw no- were considered as generally necessary, 
thing improper in the niotlo, in which the it would be much better to come to the 
alteration proposed was intended to be legislature, and render the trade, to the 
introduced by his noble friend, for two carrying on of which they were the sanc- 
reasons; in the first place, because'there tion, legal* for a time to be limited; in 
was no other way in which it could he imitation of Mr. Pitt in 1798, at whose 
done; and secondly, because the change instigation the' importation of Spanish 
of system which had been introduced l)y goods was permitted by act of pavliaiucnt. 
a right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) had Adveiting to the returns of the fees, gra- 
been done precisely in tlie .same Avay, tiiilit s he observed that they were not 
namely, in a committee on the Mutiny Ihil. unite satisfactory. It was stated in thoM* 
Mr. Calcraft contended that m might returns, that llie fee for a licence aniounteil 
hare been clone, if not in a dilllTent w\iy, only to \2L Os, Od.; now, he knew that 
at least at an earlier period, so thdt tlie on every licence that had been granted, 
house might have had an opportunity of the fees liad exceeded l')l. and somet!me.v 
frequently debating the question. 20l.; and that where one merchant iiad 

' Mr. tVind/mm, w^ho entered the house ohtainccMicenees for s(‘veral sliips, inslt,*ad 
shortly after, asked, whether it was true, of an additional guinea onl^Miaviiig [;een 
that notice had been gh'cn of certain charged for each vessel, as stated, in the 
clauses to be insert^i:!* Pill, returns, not lesj, tlian ho/, or (>0/. had been 

the effect ofAvhich wamld be to o\ei’J^rii cliargcd for a licauice for sl.x ships, 
the roilitarj’’system which had been a(l(A- Mr. /?ose ol^served, that so long since 
ed some time ago?—On being answered as Aug. last, his majesty's ministers had 
by the Secretary at War, that some clause's instituted an inquiry into this subject, and 
altering the system of recruiting v^erc to tiuit some weeks ago llic pri.yy 
be proposed, he gave notice, that ho would finding tlic amount of the fees to be so con- 
oppose them in every stage of the bdh s derahje, lead taUm the matter into scri- 
[CoMMERCiAL LICENCES.]—Ml*, llonicr ops consideration, and had entered into a 
rose to move, “That such part of the slvitt inve^tigation of it. Before the re- 
Papers presented to the house on the lOth ference ol'the subject to the Committee of 
and nth Feb. as related to the het-s and Finance, he llioughtit would be most de- 
Gratuities paid on Licences fiw iS'avigation 
and IVadc, be* referred to the Cojnnmtce 
on Public Offices.'^ The subject of these 
Licences, resolved itself into twimparts. 

The first, and by far the most imprirtant, 
was the acknowledged anomaly in our 
commercial system which they had occa¬ 
sioned J and the encroachment which they 
had made upon the constitution, by plac¬ 
ing the Whole of tlrj foreign trade of the 
country under the controul of the execu- 
ti^; government, than any ihterference by 
in commercial affairs all authorities 
conO^red in declaring that nothing could 
be more prejudicial. But it w'as not to this 
grisat branch of the subject he at present 
wish)(5d*to draw <rtie attention of the house : 
f-ibrfd his majeiity’s minivers, wdio, from 
circumstances, must be infinitely 
qualified to bring it under the con- 
H|Htion of parliament, neglect to do so, 


sirahlc to Iiavc before the house proceed¬ 
ings of the |)rlvy council, ani he therefore 
recommended to the hon. gent, to posl- 
ponV his motion for a short time, in order 
to give "an opportunity in a few days of 
I moving an address to his majesty for the 
production of the proceedings of the privy 
council. Nothing could be further from 
his,wi>h, than to suppress enquiry on this 
subject, w’hich, on the contrary, he was 
desirous should be thoroughly sifted. 

The Advocate General remarked, that the 
ground on which these licenses had been 
granted, was, no^for the purpose of plac¬ 
ing foreign trade u^^j^the coutrqul of the 
executive, but to penni#^&^h subjects 
to trade wdth the enemy^Tn 1803, a Ge- 
ndra^Order in Councii^ had been issued, 
to enable British meft:hants to trade* Vith 
,the enemy, in certam articles of great im- 
[•portance to agriculture# apd to niauufac- 
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tnres. In Feb. 1807, an extension of that 
Order had been made; but the merchants 
hud nevcjlhele.ss continued voIuntnvUy to 
take o«^^ccnse 3 , although they had been 
repeatedly told that they were unneces¬ 
sary.—After some vfurlhcr conversation, 
Mr. Horner agreed to postpone his mo¬ 
tion. 

[Ordi:rs in Council Bili..] —The/^Ihau- 
ccllor of the Exchequer moved the farther 
consideration of the reqjurt of the Orders 
in Council bill.—On the moticn that the 
Bill be engrossed, a short eonv’ersation 
took place between Mr. Ponsonby, tlie 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and lord 11. 
Petty, relative to the provision for bring¬ 
ing neutral vessels, having East India arti¬ 
cles on board, to the jiort of London, in¬ 
stead of allowing them to land their car¬ 
goes, and to export from tlu' most conve¬ 
nient out-ports. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer stated the meaning to be that, 
when American vessels, for instance, con¬ 
tained a portion of tea, &c. arnoiipling to 
one fourth of the cargoes, then the whole 
cargo must come to London; when the 
poriion should be less, then only the par¬ 
ticular portion should be required to be 
brought to this port. This not being per¬ 
fectly satlsfactory, notice was given by 
lord II. Petty that some amendment 
should be. proposecLon the thlid reading. 

asked wliellu'r tlu‘ duties 
imposed upon the expoi ration of iieutral 
property were if cxtciuTto the article of 
fish? ■ 

The Chan cell or of the Exchequer answered, 
that they wch'c, and contended that it 
would deserve serious consideration be¬ 
fore such encodrageiiient should be given 
to the neutrai? fisherjes in preferenee to 
our own. \ / , 

Mr. A. Buri/gt replied, that th'^s mea¬ 
sure would go nea}^) ruin our own New¬ 
foundland Fishery, for a great part of tlu' 
hsh caught there was sent to Anxn'ica, 
and from thence carried to Spatri and Por¬ 
tugal. This w’as the only ebaiiucd by 
which it could now be sent, and it would 
be scarceIv possible to exempt our own 
fish from the duties, without also exempt¬ 
ing that of America. 


Sir J. Neu'port said every step in 
e pvogvtss of ytisjiW^sure demonstrated, 
at it woul(bh«SjPbeen better if the Liver- 


the 
that 

pool Petitioners \id been heard at tluj 
bar ; ,£or it clearly appeared, that ItJme 
were many points which niinisters>j 
ihemselves had not been able to perceive 
the consequences. •They had not clearly 


1808 .^—Orders in Cotmcil Bill [QQS 

understood the value of American neutra¬ 
lity, even as to our own fisheries; and 
yet they ijad the good fortune to persuade 
tlic house, to shut out the commercial sub¬ 
ject', of the kingdom from being^Jjeard, 
lie had once Plough tlhjy^me^fSur^ quite 
original, but lately found a prece¬ 

dent for it. One of the West India 
islands had bee n in w^ant of provisions, 
and >nly ene* person had any to dispose 
of. That person had another article for 
which he could get. no sale; but he told 
the inhabitants that they must have the 
other article, or they should have no pro- 
vi'tlons. By this expedient he got rid of 
his grindstones, and w as, all his life after, 
tailed ' Orindsione ’Lynch.^ He stated, 
that of the primum for the linen manu-. 
facture i^f Ireland, 4-5ths came from Ame¬ 
rica ; and, adverted to the danger that 
wofild result from the stoppage of this 
supply. The interests of Ireland ought 
the more to be considered on this occa¬ 
sion, because tlie linen manufacture haj^ 
been forced on her instead of the woollen, 
lor which she had the primum. He also 
ad vei led t o the co^ s^^nuenccs to our silk 
maiu’*\c!Tlll['h he"?^ Clu’ the-primum for 
ihy- there was not in the couiitiy more 
than six weeks supply, and at the end of 
that period 00,000 men might be driven 
out of employment. 

'J'he Cha/urllor of the Exchequer replied, 
that the iiu onvenience with respect to 
Ireland existed from the American em¬ 
bargo, and did not arise from the Orders 
in Council. As to silk, part of that was 
brought from the Mediterranean and the 
I'^ast Indies. The Italian silk w^as exclu¬ 
ded, not by the Orders in C-iiuncil, but by 
the Ereii\h decrees. The only elVect of , 
these c^servations wou ld be tn *ippriir§ ^ 
Amori^ of the injury she could do us by 
holding^out. 

Mr. Ponsonby admired the candour of 
the right hon. gent. Bid he think the 
Americaivs ignorant of the amount of their 
supplies to Ireland ? ^ IJid they sell them 
for nothing ? Or did they throw the flax¬ 
seed into the st«, and leave it to float from 
America to the Irish coast?* As to the 
embargo, his right hon. friend*s argumei^ij;.^ 
went to this, that by our measures, 
should induce the Americans to coutiij^^ 
it; and as to the article of, silk, he^knew > 
that it was prohibited by the French de,^ 
trees; but the complaint w^as th^t 
Orders had locked up the contine^^ 
[Iports still faster, and finished what Buo¬ 
naparte had left undone,— 1?he Bill was» 
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then ordered to be read a third time on 
Thursday. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, March 8. 

AMERrSAN T’jf^aty.] ’^Lord Grenville 
rose to put a quesVioV to the noble secre¬ 
tary of state, before the house entered on 
the important discussion which was this 
night to engage their attention, respt'c'ling 
a topic which of late had been alluded to 
in the course of debate. The sub,ect to 
which he referred was the assertion made 
by the noble secretary, most assuredly 
with no design to mislead, that the Trea ty 
signed with America by thf' laic admi¬ 
nistration had been received in America 
previous t:o the separation of congress ; 
and that the treaty was refused tp be rati- 
lied, and was sent back by ih^ president 
of the Uni led States. A'ow, lie h«lit?ved 
he might safely venture to axsert, that 
neither of these assertions was founded in 
^^act; and if the noble secretary had ad¬ 
vanced rny such assertions without due 
consideration, he was convinced that his 
usual candour wmdd^ i/icllnc him to ai - 
knovvledgc** die'^maav(n tence.**'‘'i‘dlv m his 
mind, was a topic that could not he'.too 
much insisted upon, and which was hkc,'y 
soon to come before their lordships in a 
variety of shapes. Not only, he believed, 
the Treaty in question had not been re¬ 
ceived in America before congress sepa¬ 
rated ; but that might veuy well *l’)c the 
reason whv it was supposed the president 
had refused to ratify, and why a number 
of insinuations were studiously abroad 
of the predeteniiined ho^ile disjiosiiion on 
the part of America. But it w as not in 
America only that such notionsKvere pro- 

_3 ;yery* thinL>- her/'>ecmed auvi- 

ously to be seized that could srr up a 
spirit of animosity against America, an^ 
prepare tlie public mind for hostilities 
witlvthat country, than which there w^as 
nothing he felt more disposcdcto depre¬ 
cate. ^ 

Lord Haivkeshury was not aware that 
tmy thing which had fallin from him on 
any former occasion, could be so interpre- 
tedf; and he was desirous to rectify*any 
error or mistake into which he may have 
fallen upon this subject. To the be st of 
his recollection, what h(^ had before stated 
a>n this point, in answ^er to a question put 
' to him,.?.vas this : that an official copy of 
the Treaty, together with a dispatch fron^^ 
the noble secrelary of state (lord Howickj% 

♦ had b«en received in America antecedent 


to the separation of Congress ; that is to 
say, it was received by the British mini¬ 
ster at Washington on the '2:* of March, 
and the congress, he be lieved, M’ated 
on the 3d; that immed'ately upon^thc .o- 
ceipt of it, Mr. Erskhie communicated it 
to Mr. Maddison, who communicated it 
to the President that the report of the ar¬ 
rival ^f the Treaty had very generally 
gone abroad, and in consequence of that 
report the senate sent a message to the 
president, expressing a wish to know if it 
was his' inienlion to make any cominuni- 
cation to them previous to their separation: 
that the answer of the [nesident was in 
the negative ; and that it was ccncrally 
understood the president was displeased 
with the omission of the article respecting 
tilt* (jiiestlon of the impress of seamen ; alid 
that, on ac(uimt of that omission, he had 
refused to ratil’y the treaty, This was the 
sum of what he had before stated on tins 
subject, and he was now^ ready to repeat 
It. 

Lmd Auckland thought this a matter of 
such iuifiortance, that it could not lx; too 
fully discussed and understood, lie foii- 
tended the IVeaty was still in Arm rica, 
and that the pre-’klent hotravid no other 
wi>h than to continue and follow^ iqi the 
treaty until it was brought to an amicable 
conclusion. As to rnaruinal notes 
which accompanied the c< py ot flic'll rea- 
ty, they wcvv not notes a ided I)y the Amc- 
riey •governineiir as the*‘''roimd of a new 
Viraty, hut merely an im ^ieation of tlie 
points upon which it was ;sired b» ha\e 
further discussion and infoi.;iiation. 

Lord Jlax^kcshitri/ statei , that the ofti- 
cial cop\ arrived on the 'iq of March, and 
the senate sejiarated on tli 3d. As to the 
nyirginal notes, they hai'-^in en presented 
to theTiouse in the sa !ie shape in which 
they had bcj[mrccei\rw*from the American 
ministers here. 

SoSne further conversarion ensued upon 
this subject, in which lord Grenville urged 
the w^ant of conciliation on the part of 
ministers towards America; and contended, 
that the, presuleiit could not take the ojfi- 
nion of thg senate until he had received 
the treaty itself. Lord Hawkesbiiry con¬ 
tended that have kept the senate 

sitting or adjournetn^n^ for^a short pe¬ 
riod. This was admittoMSi^'lord Holland, 
.who, howevcM*, contended that the presi- 
adopted the most conciliatory.cour.se 
in suirering the senate to separate, and in 
tlie mean time endeavouring to renew the 
negociations. * * 
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[Orders in Council.'] Lord Erskine 
rose and spoke nearly as follows:—My 
lords; tbe*^^oliitions, which I had the 
a TTJmer day to read in my 
to the hous^^ and which I am pre¬ 
sently about to propose to your lordships 
to adopt, involve a higher and more ex¬ 
tensive consideration than even the justice 
and efiect of the late Orders in Council, 
as they regard the United States of Ame¬ 
rica, momentous as that consideration un¬ 
doubtedly is. ^ hey involve •ikl less a 
question, (I speak most advisedly*when 1 
say it,)— they involve no less a question, 
tluin the very existence of that whole 
system of conventional public law, who h 
has contributed so much to advance tlic 
civilization, and to secure the ha])piness of 
the world. They involve no les^ a tpiestion, 
than whether the tyranny of revidution- 
ary France shall terminate its de^^nK ti^e 
career in the temporary suflerings of the 
nations now sul)|ect U» its (hnnini<m ; 
whether it shall exhaust it'* lorco i^^on the 
persons and properties of the present gene¬ 
ration in the temporary exactions of con¬ 
quest; or, whether that dominion shall 
extend itself over tin* human mind in all 
countries and in all ages ; wrielher it shall 
repeal and trani]»le m the dust all the 
sanctions ofinoials and laihev, ^^hl( h tin 
_3visdon i^j^^j<y* 1 rig lU'd into univeixil 

iawrior umvei at m (‘unty and pt icr.— 
(r. Britain alone " ^uin or this qucsiion 
for the world : /^v alone can proiai*^j.:e, 
whether the ^^ustice of Fiaiue sliall in* 
received as a Aarrant for unlveisal injus¬ 
tice, or whetlitV, standing as we do, upon 
this proud eminince, sunounded by that 
impregnable mjat with which the Divine 
Providence haJ fortified this island, wo 
can say, as thL>ins^nient of that piovi- 
dence, to llie {>u!^ntuous evils wUicb so 
rcinarkablv charnctSiize this unexampled 
period, * Thus lar shall ve advance, and 
no farther/—IMy lords, although thit mo- 
mentiious subject has been icpeatedly, 
and in vari ing shapes, presented for yofir 
consideration, I am sorry to be obliged to 
otiscrve, that it has not as yet been re¬ 
ceived by his majesty's minis^ters in such 
a manner, as either the house or the pub¬ 
lic, hut, abov^ all, nations, bad a 

light to jjjpjjf^British puriiaincnt. 

The breach law of nations by mi¬ 

nisters has been put aside by irrcicvanli 
reerrminations upon supposed breaches%<^ 
the same law by othc^^; and the fact^,*^ 
from the establishment of which the legal 
argument could •alone be brought to a 
VoL. X. ^ 


decision, have been put aside by the pre¬ 
vious,question. — It has thereVore been 
thought right to prepare the Resolutions, 
which I am presently to propose to you, 
and to frame them in such a maiiQfi^as to 
embrace the v>4iole therefore 

declare the right opTieutral nations to the ^ 
commerce secured^o them by the general 
law of the civUized world, and by the par¬ 
ticular laws and statutes of this realm ; 
they deny the legality ol the Order in 
Cknuicil of the 11th of Nov. and the others 
dependent upon it, as being a gioss viola¬ 
tion of both, and they maintain these pro- 
p^jt^itloiis, noi in loosv' and gciiei.d terms, 
so as to lead aiiaiii to the shelter of a de- 
sullorv debate, but, in language most tech¬ 
nically pre( l^e, tlu y point out tlie law as 
It exists^ and mark all the depaKuies from 
It whi( li tke^ ( oiidcmn.—When tlic mat¬ 
ter *is <liereru re lu'oiiglit to (Jus ilircct issue 
—i. e. wliethcr the late Orders in Council 
aie jiistdiid 1 j) , or contrary to, the law of 
nations, and tlie law of the land, and Vrdic4* 
as a pt'Ci ol‘ th.c realm, I arraij^t tliem in 
this great public council as a violation of 
both, canitjms^dv^ be any anssver to 
sm h c liTrgcs', uTat a lornTrT'^ninistratioii 
of ne kmg’:> govcrnineiit was guilty of a 
s^iidar violation ? Can uc, silting here as 
‘'latesijien requesmitmg the wlnth* British 
p(‘Oj)le, ‘'O abuse then iuteie*'ts and insult 
their iVeling'; in'iuli dKtres^ing and peril¬ 
ous ume^^—lt‘, indeed, the breach of tl-rc 
law haM been e'^labh‘*licd or admitted, and 
ihe (^m’^Uon before us were the degree of 
blame imputable to ministers for having 
mistaken the public interests and the 
law, It might deserve eoiTsideration v\ hc- 
ther they had been led into .such error by 
the condu\t of their predecessors, and the 
I'dith rcuoseS^ m their a d iMiiilslralioii JLhUL 
^^^len t';a^ (juestlon is thus l>iought to 
prt'cise IVgal issue, in uhieh ministers and 
iheir predecessors are not the contending 
parties : but where the lights of the vjhole 
British e^ipiie, and of all nations, are to 
be settled by parliament, every man, 1 
should think,'must, admit how InadmNsihle, 
or ratlier how jinfc'ctly frivolous, such an 
argument niu''t be. It, lor iiisiaucc, the 
que'stion ucic, what punishment 1, who 
have the honour of addressing your Imd- 
ships, should reeelvc Inun a court of jus- 
ti« i’, whose judgment was^discrclidnary, 
for an ollence against the law, of which 1 
had been convicted, c\ery topm would 
, midoubtodly be relevant to shew that niy 
jniiul was innocent, and that I had otFended 
from ignorance of mv duty; bu{ if the, 
3.0 
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question only were, whether the law had 
or had not heeji hn*k(*n, would it he rele¬ 
vant that I li.id taken tJie advice'ol’ the 
ablest rouih^(‘h who had lui'-lcd nu, or that 
I had ev<^n reiied u]>on a judicial decision, 
vrhif*l?-'*‘Av ’ 'd'^erwai ds hefV' delerinined to 
be eironeouii; ? i**.wc'''t Iheict’ore earnestly 

entreat yeur lordshij s to cnt(‘rtain the 
question like statesmen, in a (ascwlieic | 
the inteie^ts of your roun'iry and .jV the 
world nr(‘ so (feeijly involved in the deci¬ 
sion. if the R(\soIn1 ions, which-1 am 
about to snlnnnio >our lordshijis, are iin- 
iounded or eri’on&oos, 1 ; hall most hmnhK 
and sinet rely di Iri to ilie judgnnmt or,the 
house, wlrnh rejects them; but if, as 
foimerly, \oii fly alttigelher from tfie 
question, 1 slnill iln ii say, and tlie world 
will say w ith me, that no answi r (‘ould be 
given to ihrm.— 1 should (iit^r^upon the 
subject, mv lords, with no s.^isfactipn; if J 
believ(‘d the e\ i!s of thesi* Ordci s in Coun¬ 
cil to be irretrievable. 1 hope it is not 
my temper to he malignant; I think, in¬ 
deed, that if 1 v\ere at fused before your 
lord.ships'Vf any aet, vviiieii could only be 
ascribed to Mieh abase and unworlhv dis¬ 
position, -i.sw>j**vv;iliingly 

confUinii me. What satisfaction could i 
have in meia ly making out, that several 
noble persnns had invoivefl their country' 
in clihicuhics tliat wcic irrecoverable? 
What satisfaction could I have in wound¬ 
ing and alienating tlif> minds of those, 
whom upon f)ther accounts I estccfti, and 
whose regard 1 must wish to (ultivate in 
jirivate life My lord's, 1 disa\f)W' most ^ 
solemnly any such nuitive or puipon* : J j 
am ('onvmced Uiat it i.s nf)t too lat< to re¬ 
trace the false sleps tii.il havf lx en taken; 
and if it can Th’ slievui, by any jjfoc ceding 
directed to sne li, objc( t, tiiay^e late mi- 
‘ .‘c;V..-ai1he la^ of na¬ 
tions, do not lot the one bia a( ly <jf tlain 
be justified by the other : speaking for al^ 
nu^ colleagues ^vho .surifiund me, as well 
as for myself, I say', if that case can he 
establi.shed, we must retrate our sti'ps to¬ 
gether. Let us cf>n! iir, nyy lords, m serv¬ 
ing—serving do I say ! us euncur in 
saving our country.—My lords, ihc tw'o 
first Resolutions, which i shall now r^-ad, 

I may as'.ume w ithout detaining the hou.sc 
by any argument uyon ilie subjf'et, be¬ 
cause^ iny noble and haimnj friend upon 
the woolsack'distiuctly disclaimed on a 
former occasion (I was f|mte sure that he 
would), mil intention of arguing for any 
power in the crown, to suspend or (lis-*=] 
Jpenae with the laws, or of justifying, upon 


any such principle, the advice of the privy 
council, by which the Orders coinpluine’d 
of were issued —'Tliis we luid^ - ^tjorgolten, 
when the two Resolutimy' 0 <;rc tfl-t^^'.drawn 
up; but it wa.'i thouglit nof'cssaiy, ne**/o'-^ 
theless, that fhoy shoiou stand upon the pa-' 
pi r, and have precedence of the others ; 
because, as your lordsliips will presently 
see, theUcsolutionsliavc a <le])endciu.euj)on 
om‘ anotlier, and vve begin with a tlefdara 
tion against llie di^^pensing and suspi iiding 
powers of the crown, dead and Imried as 
they w'ere at the revolution, hecausf v^c 
afllrm that hi.> niaj(,*sty’s ministers have 
ncwerihcless advised the king to assume 
them, and that the Orders in Coimeil are 
a positive and dangerous assumption of it. 
—'Lhe first Resolution declare.s, “ That the 
pov\er of making lav\.s to bind the peoph' 
of this realm exclusively vested in hi.^ 
niajesfv by .ind with tlie advice and con¬ 
sent of the lords spiritual and temjiorai, 
and common^ of the rtralm, in iiarliamcnt 
assembled ; and tliat every attempt to 
make, alter, suspend, or repeal suf h law.s, 
by nrdf r fd’hi> maj. sty m his privy coun- 
« il, or in any other manner, than by his 
majesty in jiarlianu'nt, l.^ imcoiistitutiomil 
aiul illegal.”—I'he second Resolution dc- 
f lares, “'Lliat tin advising his majest y to 
issue any Order in Council, tor dispeivdng 
with, fir su'^pendnig,,.-nn <d the laws of 
thic iralm, IS a high vioLtioft o*l'itft‘"'Vun- 
(laim'ntal laws and <T.r,,titution tlmreof. 
Thn^^Jhe same cf/iinot ir^any case be jus- 
d, but by some unlbre jeii and urgent 
nect s''ity endangering tbeloiiblir .safety^ 
And that in f very sucli r‘<i,p it is the duty 
f)f Ins majesty's ministf'A to advi.se his 
majesty, after issuing smih order, forth¬ 
with to as embie his parlij.mcnL io order 
Ijotli that till'iiecessVv of/uch proceeding 
may he inquired of anj'jetermined ; and 
that due [iiovision ^^CyMje made for tlie 
public safety, by the authority of his ma- 
jestyv in parliament," — My lords, the 
sound policy of the con.stitulion, asserted 
114 the last member of this Resolution, w^as, 
{HTliaps, neva r so strikingly illustrated as 
ujion the present occasion, llis mujesty^s 
ministers, though placed In a conjuncture 
which they'thcin.selvcs admit to have been 
w holly v^ ithoni,^exanipIc; though they 
were engaging InjT^^i^ceedqig J’or which, 
of (ourse, they had n^jffcvjfy ecerlcnt nor 
analogy to direct them ; though, from the 
ni^sure they were adojitlng, not opiy our 
^Jimnnerce was to sufler a sudden and uni¬ 
versal revolution,^ but, from its probable 
reception by Axncricrf> wxre to risque 
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the alliance of a powerful and numerous 
people, and th< 3 reby com[)Iete the comhi- 
iiation of the whole world against our coim- 
* try : only did not call parlia- 

in^*!f^t(*gether loi^Ls c ounsel, on an oeca- 
so new and sc.yJijTicult, l)ut evt n pre¬ 
vented it from assembling, by repeated 
prorogations. Was parliament thus re¬ 
peatedly prorogued becaiuse the ineasuri 
was within the king’s pow( 
they had so considered it 
ings tiiat the assijjtaiu'e of parliament 
unnecessary? My lords, it was mani¬ 
fest extension of the king’s pouer, as I 
shall soon demonstrate to your lordsbijis ; 
and hud it t^ven b(*<Mi clearly within it, tin- 
subject was not only too coinplieat(‘d Ibr 
tlie [iiiNute. councils of the crown, bur 
miiiiiterb had not at all considi*red even its 
certain C’onse(|uences and elU'Cts, nor was 
the subjei't indeed within the reach of the 
most enbglit(‘ii(‘d statesman, without tlie 
aids* whicli committees of |)arliainent could 
have iiirnished :—the trutli f>f thi< obser¬ 
vation is best suppoited by tiie fact* 'riiey 
is aied the lirst Order, lliouah it tvas to 
have* o[)eration upon di-laiit n,it ions, 
widiout the notici ^ which, in h* .s than a 
week afterwards, they ackiiuwbulged to 
ha\e h( en mdispensilih-; and thev suf- 
feied it Ui iiiid tls wa\. in tlu' 3 ;.l/a‘tle^, in 
tliaf uii'ii^st and i!ii|U'i'i( i t state, toe\(‘ry 
weie lion ^ur- 
I'ounded by theNjueia bants of l.oud.mi (1 
wtsli the siej. 
were obliged ^issiu 
were styled Sijp^jdciin ntal, hut wliu h u’i*r< 
mandrstly r^ugnaiit ami im onsini : 
rhcse were atiVrwards illustrated hy t \- 
planatioiis, wiiyli, in their turn, rcfjuired 
explanation; ;lid wiiiui parlraiiumt was, 
at last, peiinided ty assemble, alter so 
many public of rashness and ])?e- 

cipitation, ininislAs have been obliged, 
day after day, to al^don sruiic of tlie most 
essential parts of their system, after they 
had but too probably inoreasi'il the irrita¬ 
tion whieb tliey wero at that verV moinemt 
endeavouring, bv public embassy, to l oin- 
^ose.—My lords, if parliament had been 
assembled, how dillere.nl might have been 
our present situation. Ministers would 
then have had only to propose their sys¬ 
tem,* withoi^ being c^^wllflfitted to it, and, 
perha})s, TatWl^piii^nmitted to other na¬ 
tions. The tfimStt'ininent merchants wouhl 
then have furnished independent lights to 
the eoinmittees of parliament, :md 


those communications, instead of depend¬ 
ing, as I fear they have, upon the flatteries 
and deceptions of the interested and the 
ignorant.-^Rut, my lords, tlje worst is still 
behind. Ministers, instead of asking in¬ 
demnity for llyse illegal acb^’y<c7 the 
fooling of ihi'iv neee'%^A*-rrriffjustice, make 
them the foundatiyr of an act of parlia¬ 
ment, wliich we may expect soon to be 
ver, and because j rallejrl upon to, consent to. For my own 
L in all its bear- | p^u't,^mv lories, 1 would rather cast into 
tiu' brr the patent wdiicb entitles me to 
Mt among your Ifirflships, Ilian give my 
consent to any statutis even though 1 ap- 
jiroved ot its [jrovi>ioiis, if [ saw upon the 
1U(A? of it a distinct as aiiupu mu of tlu' dis¬ 
pensing powiu' ol tie* (ro^^n, uut evi n as- 
sunn*d to lie justibi'ti under the u. i'e-sity 
of the (‘asc, but ri'cited on the fare of tlic 
act Us s'* legal ]n'Ocei*'biig, reinuriiig <mly 
the^aid of [larliauu ut to g.M* i iVert to ad¬ 
ditional enarinn*ip;^ ot uvimuv' If this 
sliould grow' up into a ))ra(‘tiee, what have 
w'o gained liy the rev jlui len X.-* luan, 
my lords, can l)e a grenlei cn:]i;r i.ist lha»» 
1 am upon ev(*ry thing conne< n-lT. rh tiiat 
glorious ana, nor moie atiai iiei! to the 
establislu,yjt;|ll* v’s illu^hious 

family, w'liieh stands for ’ts'*sTi[)pot l upon 
the piinciples which placed it on the 
tllrone. ; an attachment which I feel (he 
stronger, from an afVet lion foi their per¬ 
sons ; (for the illustrious perM)n, among 
tlu‘ H'st, who sit.s s() very nrai lie ). But, 
contimied) and I luv lords, 1 liad much railu-r th.it king 
new Ordeis. :k\ Will Min IkmI lower set his toot lu bhigland, 
‘ — lliaii that the disjM using and siisp-mdiiig 

j)owi‘is shoul ! los all iheir ioimcr ft rrors, 
and that luin'sters dmuld be pel milted to 
Iramjile np'iii the hiws at th('if fdeasun*, 
without well the .'•hadow ol'pidhic iieees- 
sity, witlu'Jxtt evim the trouble ol'consider¬ 
ing w b 


been gove^’ned by, the public results of 


aiv^ 


that It slii'uld hecome a 


mere 

^natter rJf cmirug w ithout e\en tlie form of 
an iiideinidtv, to recite theii usurjiations 
upon the lace of enr statute^, out 

their mei?sui'es, ih ough the forms of par- 
bamcuit, just al am tliey may choose, 
in their moderaiion, to slop at, in their 
fcarle.ss encro A-hineuts on tlie constitu¬ 
tion. My lords, 1 would ratlier have an 
arbitrary king, with a jealous asid a free 
parliament, than see such an habitual de¬ 
parture fiom all the securities which have 
characterised for ages llieagovi rmiTent of 
('ur country—Mv lords, 1 will now read 
the third Uesolutlon, w'hicli bv’*igs us to 


<"ouncils of tlie country would then InveHl^tbe great subject of deliberation.—That 


'•Ibe law ol* nations is a part of the law of 
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the land, and that neutral nations, not 
interposing in tlic nar between hi;>’ma¬ 
jesty and his enemies, have a legal 
to such IVeodom of commerce aijd naviga¬ 
tion, as is .seclired to them I)y the law of 
nations/’—This Resolution I might also 
assiimc^'t/i^ ^'jtgfgunicnt, B^jcausc the law 
and practice of nat/till\ as they legard the 
commerce of neutrals in ordinary wars, 
ha^e been repeatedly and ^distinctly ad- 
jniUed by the ^aullinrs of the OrdtVs in 
question, who have justified them only by 
the necessity of the eKlraordinarv conjunc¬ 
ture. Rut as a kind of distinction aj)- 
peared lo me to hav(' been takrai the other 
night between tlu* law of nations and the 
jnactice of nations, w hieli last 1 considei 
to be but the evidence of the former, 
though probabU tliis distinction exists 
Old} 111 m\ ini>apprebenfiiun of \vhat w as 
said, i think it niy duty to state not only 
the rights of neulials, as they are secuieil 
by tin* la'w ol nations, but also the Inun¬ 
dation of the ];nv itscli’ widtl) secures 
them ; b('< aiise this toiuse ot pursuing the 


subject "ill enable me to cstabllsJi 


ipi 


w'liicli will protect the whole argu- 
nieiiL w'c arc cuean yd^ju. that the law^ of 
nations, wli 5 i;*’ ^s JmTvi*T(u\^'itudI bf.‘ 

foinul lo be, a.> applicable to tlie subject 
before us^ I’annot, when once settled, b^- 
alteri'd oi dnqiensed with by any paitieu- 
iur state. Ill addiessiiig ouiije]\es lo tins 
great question, let it be rcmemln retl, first 
of all, bt eau^e it will gieatlv shorten llie 
discussion, that the law (jf nations,*ns it 
applies lo the malUu* before us, gnavs en¬ 
tirely out ol wan* : tiiai i) i an lia\e no 
existence but in eonsc qm m e ol w ai, nor 
any possible ajiplieation but to a state of 
w-ar, ami, thei^efoie, to s,;y that b\ a war 
})rcrogativo in the eonstituiion o(^^n\ p:ir- 
t i cj ^ y ^^govcrninent, its exe c,v.^(- powau*, 
^^jehig n'ff more tfian1!rane-ii of that go¬ 
vernment and vvitliout legislative at/tlioiit} 
(if legislation itsell could reacdi it), to ^ay 
that igs executive pow’cr becomes absolute 
over the rights of neutrals, and nw.y, dur¬ 
ing w\tr, disregard that conventional l.iw 
established auiongst nations only as a rule 
during w^ar, would he not inly m>l sound 
reasoning, but downright vulgar lumsen'^e. 
—I’he huv of nations, as it regards ihis 
subject, is shortly and simply tins—Tliat 
to mitigate as much as possible the cala¬ 
mities .and sufierings of warfare, and to 
confine them to fiowers belligerent, nations 
hSve found it convenient mutually to 
pt cerfain pnneiples, which, like the 
*ion law of-oui own country, liavc 



become fixed and settled by usage, cou- 
firined by precedents, and illustrated by 
the wTitings of learned men. These prin¬ 
ciples have also beAii a^y“rtC/^lq, and 
ratified by treaties between civilia^t 
tions ill ail ages, and if^/eems a,dinitted • 
me that this public UAv, (but for the con¬ 
juncture under whicli the late Orders in 
Council are sought to be justified,) esta¬ 
blished that countries not engaged in war, 
nor interposing in it, shall not be aflected 
by the dillernicos of coii^ending nations: 
but, to pse the very words of the eminent 
judge who now presides .with so niucli 
i(‘armng in the Court of Admiralty, upon 
the breaking out of a war,” 1 read from 
ilie fir.'.t volume of Dr. Robinson ' s Reports, 
it is the right of neutrals to carry on 
their acc'u^tomed trade, w ith an exception 
of the paiticular cases of a trade to block¬ 
aded |)laces, or in f ontraband articles, and 
of tlu'ir fthijis being liable to visitation and 
seanh.” 'The learned judge afterwards 
e\j»laiiis the meaning of an accustomed 
trade iiutUe most < orrect and satisfactory 
inannei, and which will be Ibimd here- 
alter to bc' a mo>t material explanation. 
After stating the imoineniences which 
w.ir biings upon neutrals, under the most 
iinjiaitial adnimistratiun of the public law, 
he; leinaiks, that still the ineonveiiienees 
are more than fully balanced byjthe en- 
largemeni of their conyoR.v*: 
from the interruption to thj^^ trade of belli- 
gcienis, it falls \j,\ ■degree into the 
iat^^'T neutrals.” IJo also, that 

tfm^igli a neutral has a ngtft to carry pn 
ill lime of w ar iiis aceustomeO'trade, ** yet 
lie is not to enlarge it by Arrymg on a 
I tiade w liicli lie hohis by no VjS‘‘ in 

time ol peace;.” Subject, |hen, to these 
exc eptions, the comnereejpf neutral na¬ 
tion-. stands uj)on this most mo¬ 

dern audioiitv’ in our oyit country, in the 
^ midst of the w^ar with r<?Tbliitionary France, 
untouched by the contentions, or particu¬ 
lar interests, or conveniences of belligerent 
j powers.—r am ready, however, to admit 
thal tliis is only the ordinary condition of 
neutrals, whilst belligerents observe the^ 
biw of nations tow'ards one another. 1 
admii that a diHerenl state of things may 
i arise, concerning w hich, however, the pub¬ 
lic law is not silc^fr^i^^ut obser\)‘.s j.he same 
princifiies of reason aS^W^ice. It is 
better at once to state the very^case w'hich 
pnoduces the whole controveruy, rather 
imagine otliers, the applicatifm of 
[jifnich may be disputed.—France issued 
|fher decree of the 2i&t of iS^ov. 1806, which, 
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(taking it, for the present, in its severest 
Hitcrpretiilion, untoaehed by any subse- 
fjuent constructions), announced a resolu- 
tK>n to country in a manner 

unau^»«»iWed by pii^lic law; subjecting to 
y^TSpmvc the ships cargoes of neutrals 
carrying British coinAoditics and manu¬ 
factures, or going to, or coming from (h 
Britain, with their accustomed trade. Such 
a decree undoubtedly announced a*rule 
which the law of nations forbids, as being, 
even as between .belligerents, (indepen¬ 
dently of the rights of neutrals) an agi^Tava- 
tion of the sulferings of war which humanity 
and wise policy eijually forbid, and which 
is, therefore, unauthorised by the practice 
of civilized states; such a decree (if carried 
into execution) would invest the bellige- 
reiiU wuth a right of retaliation; and, in¬ 
deed, as between the Indligerents only, 1 
am not at all anxious to dispute w'helher 
the very publication of such an iinjiisl or- 
(liuaiu'c would not authoiize the beilig<^- 
leiit, so otfeiuled, to disregard the law^ of 
nations towards tlu* adveisarv as l.A* as it 
touched him only: l)ut it would be an 
utter perveraoii of the very term retalia¬ 
tion, to cany it a hair’s bi’cadtli further, 
until some ar t was df)ne under the decree, 
as against a neutral, by whu li the wrong 
done to, and sutlered hy, the neutral, b(‘- 
came mJU^'iou^ m its ellect to the ofieiided 
—rtit I ^*^^***77^1.* (juite astonish¬ 

ing U) hear the wVrd ' retaliation * (v\istcd 
and perverted in C((iially repug¬ 

nant to grammiu/ind common sense., 
taiiation, in th| strict, and litcial, mteP- " 
pretatlon of tli/word, from rc and talio, as 
you have it m^ your diet loiiai ies, signi- 
lies to return liixtjfbr like, ’riierefore, but 
for the particuhlily of the ca^e, the term 
ret'iliation eonli'|l apply only to the return 
of like for likc^ u^u>-«ie ommiv w'ho conf- 
mitted the injunoii!^tl: by like foP like, 

1 do not mean tlial me act of iretaliation, 
as against the emuny, must be the same as 
the enemyks, which WTmld be i^uiblMing 
with the subject; because, as against Imp 
who injures me, I may return wdintcver 
isjriccessary to repel the injury suffered, 
and to secure me against its consequences. 
It was never, therefore, contended, as was 
lately siijiposcd by a nobhijord, that if an 
* enemy violatid a ncut’,!(fTerritory in the 
prosecution o 3 ^|ii(i^istility, the other bel¬ 
ligerent couM only follow liim as if he 
Were hunting him upon the scent: cor- * 
tainly nbt.—Tlici e the neutral, from wron^ 
or from weakness, is midc the direct in- 
^t|;umeat of attac]k|«aud he is bound to 
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give me not merely the same path through 
his terfitorv> thus violated, but any path 
which will best enable me to avert the 
danger arisiiag from the fornjer violation. 

—Ail that argument, therefore, is wholly 
beside the question, and tends 
found it. So if fi stri^ic-rvfT tnsiy reta¬ 
liate by striking A^ind my noble and 
learned friend, who"^sits near me, knows 
that the law docs not restrict my blow to 
the we/ght of the adversary’s, but allows 
me to justify whatever is necessary to 
repel it* and to save ifie harmless. But it 
is a new application of the term retalia¬ 
tion, that it A strikes me, 1 may retaliate 
by Striking B. Here the phrase cannot 
ajiply, either in grammar, common sense, 
or justice; unless B can some how or 
other be justly implicated in the ollcnce 
committed upon me by A ; the thing is 
really so self-evident, that the mind gets 
entanglf‘d and darkened by endeavouring 
to make it plainer.—If the Decree, inter¬ 
dicting neutrals from trading with us, or 
visiting our ports, is executed upon a iij^u-^^ 
tral, it is an interdiction which J" . nas no 
right to submit to, because the moment it 
is executed vvj;^ ii!*.j*'i^Hl^by the inter¬ 
ruption of his commerce witif*us. If he 
submits from favour to the unjust belllgc- 
rem, be <]irectly interposes in the war, 
ai^ the neutral character is at an end ; 
r(*taliation then wanild not only be strictly 
appli( able, but just and legal, and if he 
submits^from we akness, or from any otluT 
cause not fiostile oi fraudulent, we have 
an unquestionable right, without anv in¬ 
vasion of neutrality, to insist, that what he 
sulfers from the enemy he shall consent to 
sLilli r from ns, otherwise he would keep 
an open tvadc wath the enemy at our ex- 
pence, relnvvjng him froin the pressure of 
the war,\ and 

Its illegal pressure upoii us. In that case 
also the U i in retaliation, though not ap¬ 
plicable perhaps in literal strictness, as it 
applies to the neutral, is subslantially^and 
justly appTicable to him; because it i.*? in 
fact retaliation upon tlm enemy, through 
the sides of the neutral, in a case where 
the injury to usf’annot exist without the 
partmipation of the neutral, in doing or 
suffciing, by either of which our com¬ 
merce is alike interrupted. But I cannot, 
my lords, conceive any thing more j)re- 
posterous and senseless, thtvi the idea of 
retaliation upon a neutral on whom the • 
decree has never been executed, -ibecause 
1% is only by its execution on him, that we 
dan be injured: wliat possible right theii 
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caa we have to complain of, or to take 
any step against a neutral, who, *in no 
shape whatever, has been made ai? instru¬ 
ment ol‘ injustice by the enemy ? What 
right can we possibly have, to interdict 
hisjegal trade with the enemy, when, not- 
withMaTSdm^^i^ilo detrce^'coinplained of, 
we have continueef*!^ the undisturbed en¬ 
joyment of the vvhol^radc of the neutral, 
just the same as if the decree had never 
existed ? Hpw can we possibly retaliate 
upon a neutral who has done nothing and 
suffered nothing, although it is only' by his 
doing or suffering that we can, by any 
possibility, be sufferers.—But it has been 
said here formerly, (I do not mean to* be 
irregular by alluding to the argument of 
any lord in particular in a Ibriner debate,) 
W'ere we to wait three months, till we 
could learn from America, her ditpositions 
and intentions ? Were we to w ait three 
months more if they were doubtful? and, 
perhaps, three inoiiihs afterwards, till they 
were ascertained and acted upon? Cer¬ 
tainly not, my lords ; no, nor an hour after 
FraViiji'^d acted upon the Decree by con¬ 
demnations in her prize courts, *f Aniei ica, 
cognizant of sn/ h_j:>r|p<lpnm:»r>nns- liad 
submitted ^'Ttrb^ecisi^s,' and, 'with the 
consent of her government, continued lu i 
commerce with France, as with a fiiendjv 
nation, 1 should have considered that is 
full evidence of acquiescence ; but, my 
lords, the term acquiescence, as applied 
to America, like that of retaliation, ap¬ 
pears to me to be wholly uuintelligible, 
until some act w as done by France, under 
her decree, above ail after, the tinswer 
given to gen. Armstrong’s demand of ex¬ 
planation ; for how can Amenta be said 
to have acquiesced in the interruption of 
her commerce, if in no one ip«tance her 

*ianguage of the I)cciec undoubtedly would 
CQmprehend the interruption of l;f‘r com-^ 
mefee, because the British-isles were (h - 
clareii to be in a state of blockade ; but 
the decree tvas general, and America had 
.a treaty with Fr^anpe—the explanation, 
therefore, to gen. Armstrong, that it w as 
DQt intended to interfere w'lth the relations 
of the treaty, might be consistent vvitli the 
' largest interpretation of the Decree. * If 
any of your lordships (for instance) were 
to give a public notice, that all who en¬ 
tered your groynds should be considered 
^ \yilful trespassers, it could hardly be 

J to ^pply to those who by your per- 
had keys of your park.—But, 1 
iliinj, mylords, for the present, to 


leave M. Decres's explanation wholly 
out of the question, and to stand altoge¬ 
ther upon the non-execution of the l)e- 
cree, in order to examineA’i*^"^undatiou 
of those dreadful con^'^uenccs, v^/sh, it 
seems, must instantly^have fallen upoS";..^ 
if w e had w aited for^its execution, and the 
acquiescence of America. — The Berlin 
Decree, of the 21st Nov. 180(J, had been 
issued nearly 12 months before ministers 
were driven to the irresistible necessity of 
counteracting it. Let ns examine, there¬ 
fore, liad been the condition oi'iii- 

toliTable sufferings in that long and pain¬ 
ful interval. My noble friend, who sits at 
tlie end of the bench behind me, (lord 
Auckland,) laid before the liouse, a sliorl 
time ago, the melancholy detail of them. 
—^You had, up to tlic very 1 ]lh of Nov. 
(the Papers are on the table), a levenue, 
not fuilv untouched by the ordinary cala¬ 
mities ol' w ar, and the extraordinary nia- 
chlnations of France to destroy it, but full 
and overflow ing in every department, be¬ 
yond Iwie prosperity of any former lime. 
As to our cunnnerce w'ith America, my 
lords, tlic air wa.s while w itli Ihu* sails, and 
ibe sea was pirssed down with her sliip- 
nearly half as numerous as our own, 
bunging her jnodiice into every jjort of 
lilnglaiuJ, and carrying our couiinodities 
and inanulactures into every ^.orner of 

Europe.- Ep to the*-;-, yy 

Ordcis in C ouncil she (yntinued to take, 
witliout the least ji:h ion^ t^u millions 

o^^iir manufactures ; "^d she cnabhal 
^ot'selfto pay for them bySrUmg to other 
nations what was beyond\ier own con- 
sum))! ion. She carried (VJ tlii.s traffic in 
tiu' iai'c of the J icnch Dtv ree of the i?Isl 
of Nov. w hen you could nop do it for your¬ 
selves. She did thi.v I allinv, not as a pe¬ 
rilous a)l venture froiV . fi:r udshij) to you, 
but friun the grand r/inci[dc of human 
action—to strve herffrfr’. Providence has 
so contrived the structure of the world, 
that, *l)y a wise pursuit of self-interest, 
every thiilg is full and stands in its proper 
pIKce.—You had so far the start of all 
nations, that you had only to be quiet, and 
suffer things to take their course : every 
advantage flowed into your lap. America, 
as 1 liavi* said, continued to smuggle your 
goods into for her tjvvn iiitwest, 

and Franci' f'tintrivcdvjijhiJ^'y ^ihem for 
hcr^s. The pe<>ple huzzaeiTilieir emperor 
ki the Tiiulllerie.s every day, but they 
ight. This was our 
lull of Nov. Eng- 
whole >vorlfi^ 


Condition before ^le 
laud had the trade of the 
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whilst France had only an empty libel 
upon the law of nations stuck up uu the 

|)-Paris.—^This vigorous state 

oflicahi;, ^fTiicl^/ontinued up to the 11th of 
Nojss^i? mdjesty^sViiiiistcr.s unfortunately 
^^mistook for plethoi'-it''^r dropsy, and they 
began stabbing tlieinselves instead of con¬ 
sulting their piiysiLian. At that period 
lint a (oinplaiiiL Wiis to be heard thr(|j]gh- 
out England, except such as every wai 
must inevitably produce;. I believe, iii- 
deod, that out ol‘'’Doctors' Coniyions the 
cxisfcnce of the Decree of the 21 st of Nov. 
was Ncarcely known or heard of. But how 
is it now, 111 consequence of your attempt 
to counteract what never had been in 
action^ Even alreiidy yon are beginning 
to be surrounded by the cries of distress 
anff discontent in every quarter. My 
lords, the cause is most obvious France 
had not the means of giving effect to her 
Dcckc, evi n if her policy would have 
]H*rmitte(l h(;r to enforce it. She had no 
diips to turn American navigation out nl' 
its ( oiirse, till, in an <wil hour, (h Britain 
stepped in to help her. Strange as it may 
ajjpear, m\ lords, yon are employing your 
shipping to stop your own trade upon the 
seas; you are making prisons of your free 
. ports, to liigliten away the only remaining 
nciita’al4b>m entering them ; and playing 
:ht‘ verxlL^ame of France, liy throwing 

■ against yourselves, 
lave been provoked 
her ( onuyj^'n'e 
bceai interrnph\'.,, 
i retaliation !—My 
iis jiroceeding, put- 
ot It w^holly out of 
ly ri’ininds me of a 
ill 1 at ion, w'hieh was 
:daiu], that 1 cannot 
our lordships. No- 
niy mind tlnfn any 
national retleetion: no man "iiuleed ad¬ 
mires more than 1 do the eharaelcr c^'the 
Irish ; they are a noble and a generous 
people, and most remarkable for iheii* 
spirit and giaiins. It is that vis anwuv 
IJftrhaps wdiieh is sllppo^cd now^ and then, 
amongst the uneducated vulgar, to inter¬ 
fere with that jirecision which 'is the cha- 
, ractcristic of colder habjis. — An Irish 
banker, ni^ ftrds, remancahle for his zeal 
as a magistratJ^^ifflipressing insurrections, 
having become obnoxious to a gang of 
robbers in his iK igliboiirhood, they formed * 
a combination to ruin him; aiid the mc^' 
thod proposed by these (Jicar-headed pco- 
pje was to buriuaU his notes wherever 


, 1805. — the Orders in Council [^ 4 ^ 

they could find them: for this purpose, 
they beset the houses of many of his cus¬ 
tomers,'and having committed some tlioii- 
sands of these notes to the flames, assem¬ 
bled to rejoice over the vengeance they 
had taken upon tdie banker. ^Thf,peccant 
of their vengeance i^^. w.x'.ily to be cast 
up by every body 1^ themselves. The 
banker of course w^as just the gainer by 
every, note that* was burned. 1 laughed 
hcartir}^ niyMords, in the summer, when I 
heard this story ; but, upon Udling it again 
since last Nov. every* body looked grave, 
and scarcely could find out any joke. 
Your Orders in Council, my lords, had 
put*it in the shade.—How very different, 
my lords, was the conduct of Mr. Pitt, 
whose example I should have thought 
would have been looked up to. A simi¬ 
lar Decree had beeil issued by France in 
1798; and if is but common justice to that 
great minister that I should say'', though 
differing from him as to the policy of the 
war, that his superior sagacity passed it 
over altogciher as beneath the noti^^^Q^f ar* 
British statesman. Perhaps,. lords, I 
ought to ex\end that justice to his majes¬ 
ty's minisW«j\ls/\ arc general¬ 

ly believed to have taken no very active 
part in the Orders now under considera¬ 
tion, which are supposed to have originat- 
c(|wdth a person for w hom I have a very 
great regard, and whose talents arc un¬ 
questionable ; but whose experience on 
such a.subject may be questioned ; even 
with all the assistance of an ingenious 
theorist who, though an able lawyer, 
and a very amiable man, I should not 
have been disposed to follow' in so doubt¬ 
ful aiifl dangerous a course.—To say the 
truth, my* lords, a proccediiVg of this na¬ 
ture and e^:/ent ought {o have been the 
w'oik ot^many ix.iiviV'T” 
slantly engaged in the affairs of practical 
twmmerce. I have my^self lived amongst 
merchants, and have been engaged in 
more commercial causes and affairs than' 
any man *(not a merchant) that ever ex- 
isii'd, unless I were except my no- 
bh^ and learned friend near me, (Lord 
l^llenborough) ^hosc life has been much 
the ,same as my own; but St. Luke's 
would, nevertheless, have been thought a 
very convenient place of retirement for 
me, if I had ventured upon such a piece 
of conveyancing as the Orders we are en¬ 
gaged in.—But, my lords, 1 feel that 
diavc been wasting your time in thus com¬ 
bating by argument what I had a right ‘ 
fo consider as admitted, since it iii only of ^ 
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Iftte, and under the pressure of the de¬ 
bates, that liis majesty's ministers hare 
fled from the spirit and even from the let¬ 
ter of their own Orders^ and insisted upon 
their justice even before execution and ac- 
quigsccnce ; because the Orders them¬ 
selves are*SR?j#a^y« foim^ied upon the as¬ 
sumption of both.-^^W hereas certain Or- 

* ders, establishing an unprecedented sys- 
^ tern of warfare against this ki]]gd<)m, 

* and aimed especially at thb destruction 

* of its commerce and resources, were 
' some time since ifssued by the govern- 

* mentof France, &c. &c.'—‘Andwhereas 

* the nations in alliance with France, and 
' under hercontroul, were required to ^ive, 

* and have given, and do give, elFcct to 

* such orders: and whereas his majesty's 

* Order of the 7th of Jan. last has not an- 

* swered the desired purpose,‘cither of 

* compelling the enemy to recall tliojjc or- 
‘ ders, or of inducing neutral nations to 
' interpose, with eflect, to obtain tlu ir rc- 
‘ vocation, but on the contrary, the sairic 

have been recently emforerd u itli incrcas- 

* eel'and whc'reas Ihs majesty, 

‘ under these circumstances, Gads hiniselj' 

' compelled to tgj io ■'fwa;t ^iiAr_iiie^i sm (-s for 
‘ asserting,“llthcl vindicating his just riglits, 

' &c. &c.'—This Order therelore, attei 
reciting the injurious Decree of France, 
does not proceed upon its iikmv [lublicK- 
tion as a justification for retaliation. No. 

It asserts, on the contrary»that the Decrc^e 
of France had been recently enforced 


of the Order in Caunril, the* French De¬ 
cree had not been executed at all; 
the recital, therefore, is that, tor 

any thing' that iQiiiistcr-i 

knew if to be faisc^'hen ihcym&dj^t^ 
the preamble to the enacting part 

of the Ordcir: nay mare, my lords, that 
they knew aUo the United States had 
not ^acquiesced even in the publication 
of the Decree; but, on the contrary* 
had made a just and successful remon¬ 
strance against its a|rplication to Amc- 
rica.-i-IVIy lords, this most important part 
of the subject was treated the other night 
with such irresisiiblc force and eloquence 
by my friend the noble carl (Grey) 
who sits near me at the table, that it is 
null great reluctance I meddle with it at 
all. My nobtc friend, not indeed upon his 
defence, except to rescue his colleagues 
and himself from the praises bestowed 
upon them for principles they disa¬ 
vowed, and upon the a.ssumption of facts 
which tlu'y never acted on, has rendered 
the talSlv not only unnecessary but painl'ul. 

A few dates and sentences however will 
be sufficient to dispose for ever of this part 
of the subject. The papers on tlie tabic 
liave been transposed in the printing, but 
1 have put them together, for my own use, 
in thdr natural order, to prevent .iiiision 
in reft rring to them. ~T li,e first i*', tlieNote 
of the British coinmiss iT »h?l^1 bWS“'iTON 
land-and Auckland, to t^e American mi- 


[Lord F. was ^Jst^l^aper, although the Tie c 
that the words of Nov. had been riuIilisheuV.i 


wdth encreased rigour, 
here told across the house 
were ‘ encreasing rigour’] My lords, tiie 
participle present or past can make no 
possible difference. Tliis assertion bound 
the authors of the order to three distinct 
and most important facts, that tiie 

f Ul —at uli, 
without which the rest of the .sentence 
falls to the ground as impossible. 2ii(k 
That it had been executed witli rigour ; 
and, thirdly, with encreasing rigour, which 
expresses not merely an act of rigour, hut 
a system of it.—Mw lords, this part of the 
Order cannot possibly be rejected or put 
aside, because it is the fomulalion of 
it, since it goei^ on to say that under tljese 
circumstances his majesty had found him¬ 
self compelled to act. What circumstan¬ 
ces ? Is it possible to reject the main and, 
even ffie last [antecedent, to wit, the exe- 

aon of the decree with ‘ encreasing ri- i^ver occurred to thesenc 
whereas, I am prepared to shew were composing this € 

lin lordships (as it has indeed been re-^^hat G. Britain cofild retail 
atedly shewn already) that, at the date *| 


j nist^<, dated Dec. 1800. By 

rec of the 21st 
[)uI)lishe(J{.il)ove a month, 
they repel with indignation, in the name 
of his majesty, the very id/’a of a construc¬ 
tive blockade, w Inch France endeavoured 
to consid(T as an act of ryaliation on this 
country. They ox|1^ss ^.emselves thus : 

‘ And with regard T^.flie only specific 
‘ fdiarp^e; it isnotorioiia/hat his majesty has 
‘ never decKired any ports to be in a state 
' of l^lockade without allotting to that oh- 
‘ ject a fqrce siifhc limt to make ciitraiico 
‘ into lliem manifestly dangerous. Such 
‘ princi])le.s are in themselvi's extravagant, 
‘ and repugnant to the law of nations; an l 
‘ the pretensions founded upon them, though 
‘ professedly directed solely against G. 
' Britain, tend ^^Iter the poictice of war 
‘ amongst civilizetf nations, Inci utterly to 
‘ subvert the rlglits ancflFni^enderice ot 
‘ neutral pow ers.'—Let us now *?ee whether 
yer oeturred to these noble lordi^^wheii 
this excellent paper, 
retaliate on Atnerica 
upon the bare publicafioii of thU I>ocree, 
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ot that they considered it to have been principle of blockade, is the same in /o/Z* 
efcecuted or acquiesced in by Ainerii a: dem verbis: for, after reprobating the ilie- 
on the contrary, they go on to say—^ The gal blonkadc by France, and asserting a 
' undersigneuci nnot, therefore, believe that right of retaliation on France b^ an actual 
the :,iimny will eV;^r senously attempt to blockade, carciiilly expressing the moat 
’^'eaforc^i such a sy^^eni ; if he should, tvchuicuUy dtCmitinnof it^ abkisk- 
^ they are confident that tho good sense, of iide which, it admjtlei/,ro,-ir iiil hands, 

^ the American government will pciveive neutrals were bound submit to : it states 
^ the fatal consequences of such pretensions the unwill’ngni'ss iif his majesty resort 
^ to its neutral commerce, and that itffspi- to lluij; interrupiion of accustomed neutral 
rit and regard to national honour will corumt^ice, And then goes on to prohibit 
‘ prevent its acqui^^seence in such palpable only the coasting trade in tlie manner*so 
* violations, &c. If, however, tlfe gneiny repeatedly stated aiijl commented on.— 

‘ should carry these threats into execution, Now, my lords, lu re was no new principle 
‘ and if neutral nations should, contrary of blockade professed, but the new piin- 
‘ to* (ill expectation, acquiesce in such cii)h*ussertedbyFrancc\\as,onthecou- 
usiirpaiions, his majesty might, probably, trary, reprobated ; and, if the enacting 
^ be compelled to retaliate in his just de- part went beyond the just principle of the 
‘ fence, and to adopt towards tho commerce law of nations meant to be atlhered to, 

‘ of neutral nations with his enemies, the that could only be a wrong act, as being 
' same measures which those nations have inconsistent* with our own avowed princi- 
‘ permitted to be enforced against the com- pics, aAd to be adjusted between us and 
‘ merceofhis subjects.'—Now, my lords, Aimnuca, when complained of, but by no 
J appeal to the common sense of any man means the assertion of a principle totally 
acquainted with the English lan^magc, new. it Ais in application to this part ^ 
whether it is possible for words to express the subjeeV my lords, ihat^ int” Hstufed 
more positively and unequivocally retalia- Sir W. SccSt's deHnition o^ '/accustomed* 
tion, in our sense of it. So far from eon- trade, Jt K^perhajw, true, that an Ameri- 
sideriiig the Decree as executed or acqui- can ship might have gonerni'Aue of peace, 
esced under, the noble Commissioners say from a port in Holland to a port of France 
not believe it would ever be e\e- and Spain and Italy, or, vice versa, from 
eutea/Si^ that if it was, they were confi- the others to Holland : but was America 
dv.i\| - b not {)e acquiesced in by in the use and habit of such a beneficial 

America : but if, contrary to expectation, commerce ? On the contrary, is it not no- 
she should permit it tn ^e enforced against torious that the coasting uitorcourscs be- 
their commerce,.vith (i, Britain. tliAv bis tween fbose countries were generally car- 
majesty miglit probably, be obliged to do' ried on by their own shipping, and Arne- 
that which wr^ are all agreed would, in that rica, therefore, in time of peace, was not in 
case, have been just and legal.—My lords, the use and habit of such a commerce, 
though my two noble friends held the of- This, however, I only mmition by the bye, 
ficial pen in the composition of this friendly because jf the Order was wrong in that 
notice to America, ytjf: your lordships can- respect, it vvas only in practice going be- 
not suppose it coul^bave accompanied the yond fl|Q old principle,* w'hich w^s 
treaty without the full approbation«of his professed to be the rule, and notthfe adop- 
majesty's late ministers, and Q^specially of tjjon of A principle perfectly new : it was 
my noble friend at the table, whose parti- open to the complaint of America, and 
cular department was so immediately’^con- would have been considered by th<i late 
nected with it: and yet my noble friend miiiisters^with candour and justice. But 
is supposed, within a short week afterwards, dates, my lords, becfuim now more deci- 
to have forgotten every part of this paper, sively material. This Order of Council 
and to have acted on a principle directly bore date the 7<h of Jan. 180o, and my 
repugnant to it, by issuing the Order of noble friend's’ letter to our minister in 
the 7th of Jan. 1807. But'why do I say Anferica, transmitting this very Order, and 
my j-ioble frilnd, since issuing of that directing him to communicate it to Arne- 
Order wsJ aS|p tjif act of the cabinet, who rica, was written only the day after its date* 
had only a fveek before approved of the being the 8lh of Jan. Now let «s see 
Note of the 31st of Dec. ?— My lords, tho whether the noble earl, wherftie transmitted 
Orclep'of the 7th of Jan. is so far from b\- the Order to America, could possibly sup- 
ing repugnant to the T^ote of the 31st oi'ji^pose that we w'ere proceeding upon anew 
Dec. that its preface, as it regards the Uprinciplc of retaliation in consequence f>f 
Vot..X. • ' 3P V. . 
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der of the 7th of Jan. as inconsistent with 
the law of nations. My lords, that com- 
})laint is the most serious part of the whole 
transaction. The letter of your minister 
in America, which tra|rsmitted it^Juig- 
larul, bears date, at W^ashington, the 30tlk*^ 
of ?\Iaich, 1807 : of course it never reached 
* resisting pretensioiV which, if suUcrcd to the laic ministers, to whom it was adi! less- 
'take ellect, nmst prir»c so destructive to c\l, hut came to the handsof their successors. 

' the coinineree- of all ncutpl nations.^ Is In sufh a ca^ie, my lords, common candour 
it possible to^colkat from tills ttiat lie and justice, iiule[jendently of the interests 
thought tht‘ execiitioii ol‘ the Decree aiul of ihe country, ought syiely to have sug- 
the accjuicscence of Aim idea mima'icrial r gesteiDh^ propriety of an inmiediaie com- 
Kay, even m the folh^wing sentt'iice, so imuileation with the late ministers on the 
much eoinmiuited ujum, in vvlfudi the no- subjec t of that Older r Ought they nut to 
ble earl slates lie lead learned llial ilie J)e- iiave been madeac(|nainlc(l with the objec- 
cree liad in some ni'tauccs been earned tion taken by Mr. M;addisou, and been 
into exei ution by the prh ateevs of iTance, consulted upon tin*, facts and the principles 
it is quite niandcst, by the* coricludnn of *' ' ^ ’ ‘‘ “ - - 

the very same st iuencc/liatom vf taiiation 
could only he justilied by thti» suhiuission 
of America, Iiecause it concludes as IaUow's : 

* It cannot indeed be eXj.ccted that the 
' king should suller the conimercc of iiis jesiy’s pre^i'ul ministers, without any 
; enemies to be carriv'd on throiHgh neutrals communication, directly or indirectly, 

' l[mv submit to the (irolnbition with us their pnaleeessoK, i ,oUeJ the Or- 

^ which has deciau'd /gainst tlie ders in Coum li luwv under eoiisaieration ; 

^ ('omnuTce qf bh^ niajgstyys U s.* d he and alihougli n has beim their constant 
subinisxioiij't^TefeKjre,followiugusuppo.^ed habit to disjii*rage our councils as weak 
execution, is the avo'aed jumciple upon and im.Mjjalile ; lh« y, to servo their own 
whieh a retaliation on Alucnca was alone puipo.se set ns up on a sudden as the 
anticijiated ; could any thing indeed |je bnghto^t i \'uuple<, jirtifying tl. uVsMves 
more absurd than a contnuy construe lion iindei run aiithorilv, un))u;in^to‘us priiu 
ot this lettcT, when iny noble friend liad ciph'. u e nc > cr Jn -nned of, amf the know- 
been luinseif a party to all the other pa- leilge of fu is whirli luwer liad existence- 
pt rs, the b rim of which rie so p(^rfe<:tly My/* /isN, J have tlierelorc, 1 think, esta- 
uneajulvot al r Is tlu' mind of my noble ^bl’shcd that the < b’der of the lltliofNov. 
friend, the subjecl of so nuK'h just jiancgy- standing upon the (ixecution of the De- 
ric, to be taken, on a sudden, to be inca- crcc, and tlic acq’ut-scL'nce of America, is 
pable r>f collecting or retaining its idt'ns wlioilv unjM’iitiid by cither: she never, 
^‘Yen for a wfti'k together upon a ^^ubjeitso iiid-. id, (jcmcil the jninciple of retaliation, 
important?—Jfthesoditlcreul papcrs^vuUld il n vwrc exi'cuttd and accpiiesced in: so 
U<:-Hr. Uvo constructions, whic^f I cmi- l:i<r liom it, that Mr.'^JN^ddison, in his very 
tend they cannot, would it not stdl be tit first It^ller to your minister at MVsliingtoii 
to adopt that construction w iii(/h w ould says, Mhe respect w iiich the United States 
render them consistent wiih each othcr^? ' owe to their neutral rights will always 
On the debate respecting the Isle of Man, ' be \5iiffieient pledges that no culpable 
I admitted the argument of my F oble and ' acquieseeiice, on her part, wall render 
learned 1‘riend on^the woolsack to b(Mman- ' Uicin accessary to the proceedings of 
swerable, when he argued, that where the ' one bellij^erent nation, through the. rights 
language of any man, m<n h more of a 'of neutrals, against the commerce of its 
magistrate, will admit of two constructions, ^ adversary/ The demand of explanation 
that construction ought in fairncjs to be liy gen. Armstrong is in full unison with 
adopted, and was constantly adopted in all this declaration'^,%and the practice cofirm- 
coiirts of justice, which w ent to recoiieile ed the explanation insojjjpcK that Messrs, 
the pferts together, and to reconcile them Monroe and Pinkni‘y, m rifn summer of 
^vith the duty^of the WTiter, rather than to Jast year, considiTed the note of the 31st 
involve him, on the other hand, in absiir- o^’/Dec. to have lost its application.: and 
dity and injustice.—But it bus been said, late as the 18th of Oct. those cxcef- 
tJbat Mr. MadJiaon complained of the Or-J| lent persons, who^have uniformly exhibit' 

.. . I • ® 


(HI WHICH iney jjrocr<. cu.u ^ ijui, in¬ 

stead of that cour c, no pari of tbe pro- 
cei'diiig was ev(*r heard of till the papers 
weri' lately j)nnled for the use ol your 
lordsliips; and, in (he mean time, his iiia 


the Decree of France, independently of its 
execution or the acquiescence of America. 
After recommending the Note your 
minister’s particular attention, he says, 
* You will state to the American govern- 
^^jment thaJ his majesty reiios wuth confi- 
‘ dcncc olT sens?.' and firiimes.s m 
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rd the utmost good faith, and the most 
anxious desire to preserve friendship be¬ 
tween the countries, because they knuvv 
*thcir most essential interests to be inter¬ 
twisted,Communicated to tile secretary of 
state the construction given by Trance to 
her Decree, and that the practice had 
been in conformity to that construction. 
—My lords, 1 was indeed astonished to 
hear that no reply had been made to this 
communication, and that Mr. Monroe had 
been suffered to dcave England. [Heie 
lord Grenville said, And Mr. jlos<i."] 1 
am obliged to my noble friend for re¬ 
minding me. And Mr. Rose also, the 
minister of peace to America. They w ere 
suffered to sail together, in total ignorance 
of the Orders in Council, though pi.blish- 
ed^'o near the time of their sailing, that it 
must have depended upon tin* accidental 
veins of winds or of calms, \\hicli j;rcvail 
(>n the ocean, \^hether the proposal of 
jie.'u'r, or the fresh proNocation to ijunrre!, 
sMould reaeli ArruTica iir4, or whether 
they mighl not meet ni .i point together, 
'i'lns part of the case is tliert fure closcfl. 

J f)ass by aildgether, my lords, the news 
from llobaiul, which, even n it had cuii- 
taim^l any proof of the exenition of the 
Dccijet;, could not jxissibiy iiave k ached 
the Orders in (anuuil ^\erc 
di“tt'rlvii^d on, bei a’e'C bore dali' 

free thii(hof ^ov. onlv a we.'L heiore llie 
publication ol thosf' long and comj)lij[Mted 
details, whicli must have been weeks in 
settling: indeed,! npeatcdly beard the 
project itself mentioned, as a thing e^»i’-' 
tain, by more- than one of its advocates, 
even in the early part ol* the summer.— 
]\ly lords, it being thus matter of cJeinoii- 
stration, from facts imcontraclicted, and in¬ 
capable of contradiction, that the Trench 
Decree was not ex'cuted on America, atid 
that she never acquiesced, as it regarded 
her, even under its principle»or publica¬ 
tion ; we are brought back again to the 
law of nations: wc must be bountl by its 
ordinary principles, and governed by their 
universal application. The circumstances 
,apon which the new conjuncture has been 
assumed having been removed, there can 
be no other standard, by which the jus¬ 
tice of our conduct to other nations can 
be measi^re^ll.—1 shall now therefore, my 
lords, bring you and very shortly 

(for the suBject lies in the narrowest com¬ 
pass) the rights of neutrals, as they have 
been"'settled by the highest autlioritr^s,^ 
and especially by thosn of our own couiiv 
try in the best tjm^s J and; as the subject 
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is now narrowed to the right of imposing 
this constructive blockade, 1 will shew 
you by the best and most modern deci¬ 
sion, pi'onoAnccd even in the^ midst of the 
war with revolulioivary France, that it is 
inadmissablc and illegal. In tW-case^o^ 
tho .lutfrow jVjftvia Sebroeder, master, 
reported by Dr. Robinson in his first vol. 
p. 164, which vva«j^the case of a vessel 
taken, for cumiug from Havre as a block¬ 
aded port, sir W. Scot gave judgment in 
those words: * It is pcifectly dear that a 
dilockadc had taken*place some months 
' before, and that the notification w^as com- 
‘ inunicated to tlie claimants of govern- 
‘ mtbit, not only that a blockade would be 
^ iltiposed, but of a most rigorous kind. 

* A blockade may be ruoie or less rigor- 
f' ous, either for the single purpose of 
" watcliiiig the military operations of the 
' en^*my, aild preventing the egress of 
Mlieirlicet, a.s at Cadiz; or on a more 
^ extended scale, to eut rdl’ all access of 

* neutialsVo that intenlided place, which 
" IS strictly and piopcrly a blockade^ 

^ for the ojlier is in truth no JjlochoffJi^^at 
‘ all, as fa\as neutrals,aic^cum^erued ; it 
' is an undoubted right of l)elligt>Knts to 
‘ impose such a blockadedhuugh a sen'ere 
" riirht, and as such not to be extended 
‘ by constructloii. It may operate as a 

jrlevuuce upon neatral-^, but it is one to 
‘ whi(di, by the establisht'd iaw of nations, 

‘ th('y are bound to submit. Being, how- 
‘ ev< r, a right of a severe nature, it is not 
‘ to be* aggravated by mere construction, 

^ and 1 cannot shut my eyes to a fact that 
^ piessos upon the couit; that the block- 
‘ ade has not been duly carried into 

* ellect. What is a blockade but to pre- 
‘ vent access by actual force. Jf the 
' shipf^stationed on the spot, to keep up 

‘ the blockade, wall not hse their fon4^e*4^I^2^ 

* that purpose, it is iinpossibl(3 for^a court 
‘^,of juswee to say there is a blockade 

* actually e?:isting at the time so as to bind 
‘ tins neutral ve.ssel. A contrary prin- 
' ciple wbuld spread beyond the individual 
^ case. The proper^ ^of innocent per- 
‘ sons w'ould be ensnared, and the honour 
^ of our own journtry is involved in the 

decision/ The language ol sir W. Bcott, 
upon this occasion, is remarkable. He 
says,' it is impossible for a court of justice 
‘ to say that a blockade was actually exist- 
< ing.' Yet why impossible my lordo, if the 
judge were obliged to recSlvc implicitly 
tile arbitrary mandates of the privy council? 
The proposition, however, that the prize 
courts are bound to proceed 'Recording.to 
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the law of nations, undisturbed by apy or¬ 
dinances repugnant to them, is much too 
important to be rested here : 1 wiM there¬ 
fore proceed, to establish it by the highest 
judicial autJiorities of our ovvn couniTy, 
J^^»ctionvd by the most solemn declara¬ 
tions iiujii his majesfcy hiiiisclf in couin il, 
ill his transactions wvth other states. In 
pursuing this course,! shall begin with the 
decisions of the common law judges, who 
are frequently# brought to the considera¬ 
tion of this subject, in the cases of policies 
of insurance.—Youi lordships no doubt 
know that when a ship is warranted neu¬ 
tral, it is not enough that she should have 
been built in the neutral stale, or shdulcl 
be the property of, or navigated by, her 
subjects, but that she must also be navi¬ 
gated according to the law ol nations, so 
as to emancii)ate her from just*’rapture, 
and thereby secure to the uiufcrwritet: the 
protection of the neutral flag; oth*erwise, 
the warranty being (irokeii, he is chschai'ged 
troiii the lisk. This principle li-:s brouglit 
?p,iiny cases bef(n*e tlie l ourtsiwhen par- 
ticTntrr govej’nments have tnkewupon tlicm 
to make nances and regiJitjons con¬ 
trary the law of nat iou;.,rand without 
the von?cnt m oTlier states. ](’ this could 
be legall\ done by any particular state, 
our courts here would he bound to respect 
such ordinance s as eiigralted on the li^Sv 
of nations; but the most solemn deci¬ 
sions luii uniformly to the contrary. If a 
Court of Admiralty, indetd, condemns in 
general terms, pronouncing against the 
neutrality, the question cannot arise, be- 
rausc ful) icdlh must given to the acts 
oi* courts of couipctiuit jurisdiction ; but it 
(as very froquenily has l)ecn the case) they 
condemn lor nhe breach of an cwclinance 
or regulation made by a particular state, 
^jilLW' ^pported by the general la^ of na¬ 
tions, the courts unitorrnly pronounce such 
ordinances to be absolutely vend.—My 
lords, the cases are many in number, and 
I might cite them from memory, having 
been concerned as counsel in afrof them, 
for more than thc^ l%st 20 years, but I will 
content myself with afewwhich are directly 
in point, and when the musPeminent judges 
have presided in our courts.—In the case 
of Mayne against Walter, where a ship, 
warranted Portuguese, was condemned in 
France, because she had an English super¬ 
cargo* on boani, contrary to a French or¬ 
dinance, it was held that the sentence did 
not fahi^ the warranty. Lord Mansfield 
saying, that. ‘ it was an arbitrary and op-, 
^.Hreasive fegulSttion, contrary to the law* 


' of nations and in a subsequent case, 
though the (]^uestion was shut out by the 
generality ot the sentence, lord Mansfield 
said, ' The law of nations is founded in 

* eternal principles of justice; 8ut bel- 
' Iigerent powers frequently make regu¬ 
lations for themselves,which, being no 
" part of, or, perhaps repugnant to, the 

* law of nations, do not bind other states.^ 
—But tile subsequent cases ot Pollard and 
Bell, and Bird and Appleton, are so abso¬ 
lutely decisive, that they may finish your 
lordslfps trouble upon this pari of the sub¬ 
ject. in the first of these cases, a ship, 
being warranted Danish, w'as captured by 
the French, and condemned as prize, be¬ 
cause the captain w’as an enemy; so ex¬ 
pressed on the face of the sentence. 'I’hc 

I court were unanimousl}^ of opinion. That 
it did not falsify the warranty. Lord 
Kenyon said, * this is one of the numeroiw 

* questions that have arisen in consequence 

* of the extraordinary sentences of cori- 

* demiialioii passed by the Courts of Ad- 

* miraKv in France during thisw'ar, wdiich 

* have procoederl in a system of plunder; 

‘ but still, until the legislature interferes, w e, 

* sitting licre in a court of law, must give 

* credit to the sentences of courts ot^com- 
‘ petent jurisdiction. If, therefore, in this 

* instance, the French courts had coc, 

* ed on the grounds that she wj(i hj;t Da- 
" nish property, we should imve Keen c®h- 

* eluded, and must, reluctantly, have de- 
^ elded : but I concur with lord Mansfield 

* in opinion, that it is not competent to 
‘ * «ny individual state to add to the law of 

' natiruis by its owm arbitrary ordinances, 

* without the concurrence ofotlier states;^ 
and he concludes thus—' On the whole, 

therefore, I am of opinion, that, though 

* we should have been concluded by the 
' Sentence, if the ship, contrary to jus- 

* tice,4iad been condemned as not being 

* Danish, yei as the court abroad has endea- 

* voured to give other supports to its judg- 

* meat which do not warrant it, and have 
*' stated, as the foundation of the sentence 
'' of condemnation, one of their own ordi- 
^ nances, which is not binding on oth^' 
' nations, this sentence does not prove that 
‘ the ship i-n question, was not a neutral 

* ship,'—The language of that truly emi¬ 
nent judge, Mr. Justice Lawr^ce, is nb less 
remarkable; because, mn. freeing with 
lord Kenyon, he refers to th?state paper 
in the Collectiana Juridica, signed by sir 
^Cleorge Lee, Dr. Paul, the king's 'Advo- 
rcate, and sir Dudley Ryder and lord Mans¬ 
field, then attorney aijd *#olicitor general. 
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which I shall presently have occasfion to 
refer to, and which is absolutely conclu¬ 
sive upon the doctrine I am maintaining. 
—In the otlier rase of Bird and A|j])leton, 
which i^the last I shall refer to, and which 
followed in a few t rnis after the other, 
lord Kenyon declared, that he adhered 
to the o])iruon ho had before delivered, 
and maintained, as an indisputable pJ*opo- 
silioii, " that Courts of Admiralty are to 
" proceed according the jus gentium, or on 

* the treaties between particular states; 

' ttiat even such treaties do not alVer the 
‘ jus gf'iilium, with respect to the rest of 
‘ the world ; and that one state has no au- 

* thority,by ordinances of its own, to vary 
'the general law of nations as to other 
‘ states,'—Now, my lords, unless there was 
a fixed, settled, and known law of nations, 
which judges, as learned men, could refer 
to, and by which they were bound to re¬ 
gulate their decisions, bow is it possible 
tlial these judgments could have been 
pronounced ? and would they not apply 
equally to arbitrary condemnationsbf your 
owni Court of Admiralty, if they came, in 
the same manner, before them ? 1 have the 
highest autliurity, as well as the reason of 
the tfemg, to maintain that they certainly 
woTffl^ occaiise lord Hale, speaking of 
th^nurt of Admiralty, says, ‘ the jiins- 

* ilici|pn"^of this court is not founded or 
' bottomed i^on the authority of the ( ivd 
' law, but hath both its power and junsdic- 
' tion by the law and cvistom of the realm, 

' and the common law judges liave the ex- 
‘ position of such statutes as concern i*lie 
‘ extent of ilie jurisdiction of tliese courts, 

' whether ecclesiastical or maritime.' The 
law of nations, tlierel'orc, as administered 
in our prize courts, is q^art of the law of 
the land.—My lords, the passage in the 
Answer to the Prussian Memorial, wlifcli 
1 said I wmuld refer to, is an unaiis\(erablc 
conlirmation of the doctrine that the law 
of nations cannot be altered by a pjy'ticu- 
lar state. Ti^se eminent judges, in the 
name of his answer the Prussi^m 

objection thus; ' By Courts of Admi- 
; ralty, according to the law of nations, 

‘ all captures at sea have been immemoria- 
' bly judged of in ^very country of Eu- 

* rope/—And again; ' Had it been in- 
^ teAded tp {introduce any variation from 

* the law of natfdhs, it could only be done 
" by a treaty in writing. The parties iii- 
' terested^ and the Court of the Admiralty^ 

^ could not otherwise take notice of it.'. 
But this is not the dootrine alone of the* 
common law judges and of eminent law - 
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yers and civilians giving their opinions to 
the crow n; it stands upon the most un¬ 
doubted authority of the British Court of 
Admiralty ftself, as coming fa)m the mouth 
of the present truly eminent l earned 

judge w ho presides in it.^tiif'Tl. Scotty 
in th(‘ case of uie Swedish convoy, as re- 
[lortecl by Dr. Robiu^aon, (Reports, p. 349.) 
expressed himself thus: 'In forming my 
‘ judgijicnt, I trust it has not escaped my re- 
' collection tor one moment w^hat it is that 
' tile <juty of my situation calls for from 
‘ me ; namely, to consider myself as sta- 
‘ tioned here not to delivtu* occasional and 
‘ shifting opinions to serve present pur- 
' poses of particuUr national interest, but 
' to administer with indilTerenee that jns- 
' tice which the law of nations bolds out 
' wuthout distinction to independent states, 

' sorn(‘ happening to be neutral and some 
' bejligerenl. Ihe seat of judicial autho- 
' rity IS indeed locally here in the belli- 
' g(ueiit country, according to the knowm 
' law' andVracticc of all nations ; but the 
' law’ itselAhas no locality, it is the 
‘ the persojh wdio sits hereto determine this 
' (jue^tion tKactly as thrV'^flW^l^nnine T 
' the same cjiestion if sitting 'at SloctiSglm/^ 
Xow', is it possible that any judi>e,TTCt, 
above all, such a judge as sir W. Scott, 
could hold this language, only because in 
tjjfat parlienlar case no Order in Council 
had been sent to dictate* a jiulgment in fa- 
\ our of England. If that was his meaning, 
f ould ;my thing be so grossly false as the 
wdiolc admirable doctrine by wdiich he up¬ 
held and ever will uphold the justice and 
dignity of his court—what signified his 
station, or the duties of it, if the king's 
council could peremptorily clicate to him ? 
How eoiild sncl) a man prcdi^:ate to all na¬ 
tions ^’proposition which was a gross traud 
upon an of them } W^as it the same^Simg 
' whether he w as sitting in London or at 
‘»Stockh61m/ when he was within an 
English mile of Whitehall, where an Eng¬ 
lish Council could positively dictate td him, 
and by which, after having decided one 
case accortiing to tlHi Jaw of nations, a 
hundred others standing before the court 
in consimili ca’su might be decided by a 
ne^y rule imperative upon his decision, 
how^ever repugnant to the law upon which 
he had before acted, and by which he de¬ 
clared he was to be governed ?—M)^ lords, 
having established, by the ujjithority of our 
greatest judges, dead and living, that a nev^ 
and arbitrary rule cannot be gimi to the 
Court of Admiralty and Priz\s, and like- 

‘wise by the most eminent jutSiros of the 

» 
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Admiralty Court, dead and living, J will i curious fragment upon the former law ni 
add but one more decision, which J con- tiie civilized world. 1 read, my lords, 
wder to he a most important one, because I from the work of the aged and learned 


it is the juithority of a statesman.—fn 
matters that regulate the iiiter- 

nations,^ perhaps their 
opinions ought to rfutweigh any others, 
as they arc most frequently assisted in 
forming them by the most eminent per¬ 
sons of tlieir tim(\s. But vvdiat must jv^iicler 
the authority 6f the work I mean to cite 
from peculiarly authoritative thaf.itwas 
written in defence of the maritime rights 
of this country against the armed nt'u- i 
irality which several nations had set en 
footjcontemliiig against the'^ight of search 
of neutral ships for the property of ene¬ 
mies, ,on the principle that iVee bottoms 
made free goods. INIy lords iq^on what 
authority did tins able author snpjiort tli * 
rights of his country, wdiich are the mam 
pillars of its strength ? Fpon Avhal argn- 
nirnts did ho unansw'cruhly jnai’*italn tlict 
free boitoins did not and rouhf 
roods? I'pon no other,] 

:ind non<? else could be iicc 
that it setlird by 

jjra^I?:c of iiat>0P/> grownup /ito the posi- 
Jtjvclaw of Europi^, and that'no Niale, r.or 
anv^ conihination ol’ si at. s, could ahei ir 
for tlufir own niterest^ against (i. Britain 
without h{‘r consent. but remove tl^c 
priuj-iplc f'r which 1 am row arguin^r, and 
what’b(‘< omo'' of thi^ boasted pr'vil.-gc 
For if we mkr u}:on rairahc,' (o aper llio 
public law to v.int our own c<'nvf'nicm e, 
without the conduit of other nation^ what 
is TO pH'vent oiIkm nation^, standing upon 
ourovin CAamplc, from lotunung l><Hk the 
new principle upon us, and iVom maintain¬ 
ing that frc*e bottoms .-hall nftike free 
roods? The abLe'and ron\incnv> argu- 



goods f inc ab^e aiui ron\incnv> i 
mcTit^i^f llic author was, therr fofe, only 
triumphant upon the principle 1 am main¬ 
taining, it wa.s not the triumph 6f a day. 
He tells us, in his piTeface, that he nqmb- 
lishe*d his work after an interval j^f forty- 
three years, without aU€ring a sentence 
of it. I cannot gfvefto this excellent per- 
foniiance the favourite phrase of a legacy 
to ministers, because fh^ author is still 
living. I borrowed the book from ^my 
noble friend and countryman who sits near 
me at Uic table, (the carl of Lauderdale) 
h^ title to it I take for granted was by 
; h\fi another noble person will 
to its doctrines and reputation 



. - - 

i0 dejjT'ent, and will the rather pre-* I*' 


will 

1^ volume, as it w'ill soon be a* 


I earl of Liverpool—there ca/i be uo^irregu- 
larity in naming him, as it is not as a peer, 
or as connected with the delude, but a" an 
eminent author on tbe subject which en¬ 
gages us—The noble author, speaking of 
the ly^uilrals wdio w'ere setting up file prin¬ 
ciples of the armed neuiraliry, savs"-‘ tin y 
' pay also no aticntlon to res[)ecK'd autho- 
‘ Titles o(‘ all ancituit ^^Vl^ers on t he sanu‘ 

* subjeV't, such as Crotius^ l^uffondorfr, Byn- 

* kcrshock, VuUel, and many ollu'rs, be- 
^tinse 1 lieV find that tho decisions of tlio-c 
‘ writers are uniformly imfavouiable to 
" their prctciv^ions : they pay as little ;it- 
‘ teiition to the j*rincip!es wliich have mu 
^ iiK moiialiv gfneriicd all courts of irK^'j- 
" time )urjs:li( tion thioiigh a succession oi 

* a.;es, aiu| winch have been handed down 
‘ 111 .1 series oi’ records, nr auduuitic doc ii- 
^ innC-- ]>ul)IislH\i dunng tlu* c<'u: .e of 
‘many ctiitiines; in shoit they appeal 
' delcrfnincd to e.stab'ish a ric.'codc ot 
‘ nMi'itiuK* lurisprudt'nce, betU'r adapted 
‘ to tii(‘ir own \ wavs, and pre',eni interests.’ 
And in ilit‘ boiiy of ilic work, near its con- 
eiusion, your i(»ishiiips w ill find thi^t aii- 
inirabh* pass im—‘ I joiji the u tuile^uu c- . 
‘ fore, i will now beg jjermissioit p^un- 

‘ ( hide, tliai the naval lanvei’ of'rEvAjland 
‘ ha-h in I n conducted, durirtg thft present 
‘ w vir., witli no 1(‘S‘> justice than spirit; that 
‘ the faith of'our sovertign is as spotless as 
‘ his courage ; and ihaf the hononr oi our 
‘ (Country is unblemished, 'i'he basis of 

* just coinplaiiU, theicfore, lieing thus re- 
moved, those idle clamours, wIjkIi liave 

‘ l>cen foundi d iijumit, by no mean^ merit 
our attention. To charge England w ith 
^ ambition inu-.t appear so absurd, to ail 
‘ who understand the natine of her govern- 
‘ menf, that at the bar of reason it ought 
‘ rather be treated as a calumny than ac- 
‘ cusqtion ; possessed of every blessing 

* which cjvil government cati produce, she 
' is open to no temptatki^ with which am- 
^ bition might .seduce her. Pursuits of that 

kind might possibly operate to the destrucs 

* tion of her con.stitution, and her system of 
' happiness might be Subverted by the aug- 
' mentation of her power. It must always 
^ be the interest of England ti grotecl thy 
< just rights of commertfe, and to support 
' those principles which prorSbte the la- 

hour of mankind, since she herself can 


h *1 hope not soon) by the higher |^'*only be great from the virtuous industry 

of her people. • To obtain the largest 
extent for the exertioik of her industryi. 
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* /nd for the operation of her connnercial 

* ciipituh is tile point to which all her po- 
‘ licy should tend ; and if ever, forsaking 
‘'these maxims, she should seek to enlarge 
‘ her p( 4 \er by any acts of miibhious in- 

* justice, may she then, for the welfare of 
‘ the human race, cease to be any longer 
‘ gieat or powerful ? Her courts oi“ nrari- 
‘ time juiisdictiun arc more wisely calcu- 
‘ la ted to preserve the ircedorn of nariga- 

‘ talion, than those of any other country ; 

' as they are not subject to the coniroul of 
‘ her ext eutive power, the jiassions jof her 
‘ Princes or Ministers can never influence 

* the decisions of them/—^ly lords, you 
caiiRot but have observed that the noble 
autiiov bolds so high the hunonr of H. 
Pritaln, that he evt u w ishes, that her great¬ 
ness may not survive lier justjce ; may he 
never see their cotem[)oraiy declension, 
'i'lie noble eail, so eminent in commercial 
learning, selected for bis title a place 
raia rl iVoin an insignificant Milage, even 
within all our meinoiies, to an immense 
flciurishing c‘i*y ; whose euMions, l^ke our 
own, are l)t'S)jangled for miles with the 
clnerful and costly habitations of men, al- 
mo'it all alining Iroin the travle of Ame¬ 
rica, wliich these Orders aie calculated to 

for the slave tiade did not 

* auua^t- to a tenth of her cennnerce. I 

Imyy^f ;iill not, tlnarngh their ojicralion, 
see tft', Oty la a leluiniiig tn a 

village again. Sj/e,il;ing of I his noble earl, 
as Mr- Ikirke dl/i toiimu'ly of the vener¬ 
able carl of l?athur>t, win) rciin.inbeied 
America only a small speck in the in^ss 
of national interest, yet growing, even 
in her trade with England, to etjual In 
commerce the whole habitable world, 1 
miglit say, ^ fortunate indin d if he shall 
' live to see nothing which shall vary the 
‘ prospect, and cloud the setting of l}is 
‘ day/—My lords, it may be now ^asked, 
whether I mean to contend upon all these 
authorities, that the Judge of the Ad¬ 
miralty ought not to carry the Orders in 
Council into ejS^cution. It may ^probably 
be said, that i]ifjr«irgumcnt goes to tliat 
full extent; since if it be nut competent 
for his majesty' to dictate to ins prize 
courts a rule repugnant to the law of na¬ 
tions, the rule givemby the Orders ought, 

, according tc\ my doctrine, to be resisted 

, Ky these >50iirts. My answer, my lords, 
to this seem jng diTernma is by far the most 
important part of the whole subject, and it 
was (qr that reason I insisted, at suc^i 
length, upon the injustice of introducing 
facts, into the preamble of the Order,* 
• • 
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^vhich had no existence; because I maintain, 
that without such preamble’ the Judge of 
the Adijiiralty could not, consistently with 
all the auljioritios, and most especially 
with inV own, have given e/It fct to the ex-^ 

( cptionable parts, idiit wifiytir-yii’camhle. 
lluj iiuth of whjch he^ is h^3<ui(i by, 1 ilav(^ 
not contended that the (jrdcr is not a law 
tr) liii court.—I aiVnit, my lords, in the 
fullest extent, that it is the king’s oflice and 
duty frt tlie itetate to communicate with the 
Cuuits of the Admiralty and Prizes, and’to 
issue orders, from tin^e' to time, for their 
government. TheJi^ng alone can promul- 
giitc who are eiyfinies and who are not; 
or '*hat nations he chooses to consider his 
enemies, cvci^ l)efore any declaration of 
hostilities. Without such acts of state the 
(k>nrts ol' Admiralty and Prizes could do 
nothing.» I admit tiuit it would be for the 
king, ill the, very case before us, to pro- 
muiiiateHo the Court of Admiralty the 
hostile Jiecree of Prance; and if the 
fact wenl so, to promulgate also that 
it li.id becy cxcciUed ujjon America, and 
her iion-i'iyistaiice to its execution. .♦ 1 
admit als(M that if bis f rom un¬ 

just or ini.>tVkcn counfils, is adr'^^d to J 
promulgate sych cxecutii9n and 
taiicc, tfiat stJte of things »s not traversable 
in the ( (lurt of AdniiniUy, but must, be 
implicitly received as the fact. And, fi- 
n/liy, 1 admit that the rule given by the 
king, upon the facts which he promulgates, 
must bi‘ icccivcd ai.d acted upon by the 
i^ourt, unless, in the judgment and con- 
.scioiice of the judge, it be plainly and 
manifestly repugnant to the law of nations. 
But 1 do maintain and positively as.sert, 
that, in the very case before us, tlu^ Order 
oftho ls|;of Nov. xvithout ju preamble, 
would have been nianifchtly repugnant to 
the laV: nations ; and that the 

tlie courts of Admiralty, and the c6urts of 
prizes, onght to have refused to act upon 
it. If I am wrong in this, let us hasten to 
obliterate, from our solemn judgment# and 
our decliirations of state to other nations, 
propositions which are manifestly false and 
fraudulent. lv»r(*!s,'^ there arc many 

other occasions, which produce perpetual 
orders aiui directions from his maj. to his 
priae courts. His majesty, having pro¬ 
mulgated are his enemies, is bound to 
watch ovej/the safety of the state ; he 
theiefore/promulgates blockades, aacord- 
ing to his direction of the national force 
and he also may make new declarations of 
contraband, w hen articles co;iie* into use 
;as implements of war, which Vere before 
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innocent: this is not, as was imagined, I country, because it will be seen that whil4t 
the exercise oFdiscretion over contraband: other nations were only emerging from 
the law of nations prohibits cont^’aband, ' * * i i 

and it is the JBe/hd, which, shifting 
from time to‘time, makes the law to shift 


wjth the king may relax from 

<hc utmost righ‘:s of ^war,tna from its ex¬ 
treme severities */ on that principle we 
have long relaxed, tilh'atcly, from the rule 
ofdC); and captors are implicitly bound 
by these relaxations. Thc*coiirt of^Ad mi - 
rally can take all such tacts from his ma¬ 
jesty alone, and the vule also in every pos¬ 
sible case not nianifeMv repugnant to the 
law of nations; but, indcpandently of the 
Statutes which 1 now hasten to, if an onder 
were manifestly repugnant to it, the courts 
would be bound to presume, that his maj. 
had been deceived, as courts of 1-w fre¬ 
quently decide his niaj. has been deceived in 
hi.s grants, and that he did not mean to violate 
the most sacred of all trusts, the ccnfidence 
which nations repose in one aj^lotlier.—^ 
I know% however, that it will bdstill sa'jl, 
that, although an arbitrary and/!injust or- 
di^ directiij^ a manifest deplrture from 
the established law of nations Jinight be a 
breaejj.'cfiliat trus^fc' which stij^s repose in 
^tfSKV^nothcr, yef that the fnu^c of anv 
jurisdiction does not limit or atibet jis ex¬ 
tent; that it is for the crown, and not for 
the legislature, to comnnmici te Nvith prihe 
courts; and that iny argument proves too 
much in another respect, since, f the law 
of nations could not be altered by the 
king, so neither, upon my own principles, 
could it be altered by parliament itself. 
This obscivation Is said to have been 
used, in another place*, by a person, wliose 
talents and learning no man respects 
more than I do, but 1 confess I should not 
have thought that this arrow coul^ come 
iiifiwua^such a qiriver; because nf*^ doubt 
parliaiflent can no more alter the law of 
nations, consistently with right .and ju;^- 
tice, than the king: but it w'ould be 
trifling wdth the subject not immediately 
to answer, that against the in^tistice of 
parliament there can be no redress for a 
British subject: flic supreme government 
must be vested somewhere, and in parlia¬ 
ment it is vested : this is the true answer, 
and it leads directly to the only remkin- 
ing consideration, viz. Whetl, ^r, supposing 
the jurisdiction contended i:v to have 
been once a branch of the prerogative, it 
Jias not been^taken by the ancient 

sUtutes of the realm.—This sulifect, mv 


Iii^hly interesting, and th 
be ^nd^most honourable 


interesting, and the result 


to OUD 


barbarism, ami before they had settled 
under that politic and moral domiiiiou 
which long usage has since established in 
Europe; yet that England, even then— 
England, which has ever been the morn¬ 
ing star, (may f^od avert her ever appear¬ 
ing as the star of the evening to mark the 
settirfg of civilized nations!) England, 
wEich seems to have been planted ou the 
skirts of the world to sjiew the light to 
every .paft of it, and planted upon a tower 
to be seen like other lights from a dis¬ 
tance, and to be secure from violence, 
England embodied into her own laws the 
rights and privileges of other nations, well 
earning the enlightened praise wEich the 
president Montesquieu has bestowed upon 
her.—Our wose and prudent ancestors 
saw, even in the very infancy of com¬ 
merce, the principles upon which alone it 
could prosper; and, knowing that it can 
no more live under the sceptre of power 
than Un* natural world can exist without 
the free circulation of the atmosphere 
which surrounds *t, thi v guaided it even 
against the prerogati\i^ w isely entrusted 
to her sovereigns, and ]>iaced it i^ the 
slates of the kingdom repres(^ 
uliole ])eoplc whose interests dcp^.ided 
upon its security.—Let it not bet'^uifugui, 
my lords, that by thus contrasting the 
king’s power with the authority of par¬ 
liament, J seek to abridge the ju:t prero¬ 
gatives of the crown, or, by an unworthy 
'jcf lousy, to degrade the king's high dig¬ 
nity and character in the state: I seek, 
on the. contrary to exalt them. It is by 
mistakingly bringing forward the king as 
an advi*rse parly, and by ascribing to him 
tlie motives wdnehgovern individual men, 
tlmt his sovereignty is tarnished. To 
those ivho misunderstanil our consiitution 
it appears tq be a startling proposition that 
' the king can do no wrong/ but to those 
who do understand it, the iji^axim is plain 
and simi^le; for he c^ . ertainly do no 
w^ong wdio in fact can do nothinjr; the 
constitution knows nothing of the king, as 
an huVmdval, so as to estimate his indivi¬ 
dual actions: he is., known only as the 
head of all the national councils; his of¬ 
fice is not merely executive ‘or pas.sively 
legislative; no, he presides evd*y wherei 
the laws are made by the king in hi.s par- 
Jiament, and they are the king's laws wh< n 
rftade. They are administered by trie 
king in all his courts, which are the.i his 
council; for lordt Cokc^says, in his third 
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jlnstitute thAt the council is ^ secun- 

* difm sul^jectam materiam;^ ani therefore, 
when It was said, in a statute of Richard 
i\. that otFeiiders were to he brougiit be¬ 
fore tfle king and Ins council, to answer 
for ollences against the act, it was held by 
all the judges that the subject matter be¬ 
ing legal, the courts of law were mtenced 
as his council. For matters, his 

majesty lias, in like manner u variety of 
councils: tlm privy council, for high iroa- 
ter- of state, aivl ni'.erioi toiiucib upon 
subjects ecch'siasi ic il, nnhtai V oC uival. 
In all of them the king n- fe.r evi'r preseiil, 
supreiu'’, and [iredomlnaut, and lie can j 
hav^e no guide hut the conuitution, nop 
.any j)er-.onal Intercast by what councils he 
shall h(‘ assisted. Neitheu*, inv loriF, do 
I forget or <lesire 1o alVeet in aiiv manner 
the war pr'^u'ogative of the king : it is 
created by the peiiis and exigencies of 
war, for the pul')lie sal'i ty, and bv it^ 
penis and (‘\lg^‘ncH‘^ is thereh^ia* limited. 
—Idiekinginay lay «>n <i geneiM! tanbm go, 
and may do various other arts gro\tiiig out 
of sudden eimu-gcMn ies ; but lu all these 
cases, the einergrn'iy IS the avowisi caiiM*, 
and the act done n a. temporary as thc' oc- 
casljj^i. 'Idle king raninot change, by his 
(vi^e of ar, eii iuu’the l'a\'. of ini- 
tioiLT ur th(* lawoftlie Ian 1, h\ general aud | 
‘^unTn\n t regulations, e\<‘u pultiir? tie* j 
statutes out Iff liie duestu.u, wMudi i 
about to bring liefoie vo<i. In the, \eai 
170) (jivaui Anne’s nunisters woiiitl not 
adciMt her m i|. to susperid tiie laws uiehu 
whiei) corn wa. expoitahhg tlmuith la-' 
mine in a maimer stiiiiig us in the 

fell c . s}j.‘ a '.(‘luhie 1 li r pirh-ini'iit, and 
told ttiem that she had done vll she could 
in the mean (tme, by p,:ucl.mia- 

tions against foreaaliinr, 'Fiie exarn))le 
was folioued b\ lord liardwiel;, m lT*o“, 


[^C)2 


vvitdj the crown, to a free and open trade 
u'ith Kiifijland, is expressly settled by the 
doth ^chapUT of CtL.vtn. ''The 

woj’ds Onincs mgrc.;toies msi pub-^r 

^ lice anlCM piohibiti Inc.. 




'iiam et morari 


)'*r tfMT.iin qiiarii 
■; vcndciid’ sine 
*a '> id 1 ectas 
in tempore 
it these last 


an<l lies be en 
ever sincu^ 


considved to he the luir* 

I t... I ri 11 vv1 iJiei toie ii,ibv'*it K.mg^ s 
war prero^Wive, in th? mmo’t extent to 
which it hasTl^er been coiisid-iTui t;* be 
legal or constit\p#nl since tbw cm a ol t^ie 
rcvolulion—I'he statnte^, my ierds, uhu 1» 

J shall now bring before you, iu .dn wnb 
Magna Charta. I shall sA'^e th.m ^Mth 
the exception of twfl^wlm h 1-have ad/ied, 
they have been broiight together in o 
'St exccdlent dV(Mii‘'e upon the birder^ m 
incil, written <1)%^ a genthunan v-lm is 1 
equently'^n ortiament of your bar.— j 
Lauderdale, at the table, said iu m - j 
Uiu^to lord Erskimo] I npeak only IVo^* 
re])Jrt; I know not'fiing^morc —Mv ho ds, 
tlii^rights of mc^«:h*int s-tmigers, ia amitv 
VoL. X. 


' viim Cl se uirinn 
* Angba et vi^nre in 
' et ire per Angbam 
" per aquani ad 
‘ oniuibus toilis neah^ pcu^aiitr 
' con?uetudines pretei^i'cn 
^ guerie.'—I umlerstynd 
uoi Is have been att^ri|Ute(l |o 'le coastru- 
e 1 to confine Lhw;vprivilegi's of' tlie statute 
to a tim^' of 'lynversal poace ; but all the 
aih 'Ciulout \y(rd,, as udl <is thosg -.vhich 
miinediatelv follow, aie utterly rejmgnant 
to sV*h a roiidrur'iou: the aulgcculent 
word ldf\ lare tliat they shall Irn e vdo con¬ 
duct, Vaii'h IS only applicabh' when from 
tin; l.ilgdifu) l)(‘lng a» war \vu h some na¬ 
tions •a\d at piSK'e witfi o'dnu'-, llie safe 
condiicttbe onu^s Uv'cess.o’ v" l''r si rangers 
wliosc cVmlii<‘'i are at pisiee; and tlic 
w mis m\u-diately follow mg are abs«- 
liUtdy ihuj}lsivo: because nwleafi of going 
»m al'ter th w'ords ^ pr^‘7f*frj^!Ui*^fi^m teiujiore 
g lertsg’ t») Vo\ide annl^iei rule lv,%u statc^ 
of' Avar as oVposiul to a giun'ral 
jHM(U‘, ilie Avyr Is are —ct si siatdeterra 
contra nos g/crini^^’ i. c, if the merclnint 
r.eigg'.s t»/A\hom pi.silegys are before 
i mil lolls are ui piMCe, shall 
be w.ir. iiieu another rule is 
directed ; wlrili eimif'Td'v siuwvs that 
tile staiiiti' pr>virlid dilfm-mt rules for 
menduaul rdrmgers in a'uilv, and for tliose 
whose intJous wa re at w'aV when tlie king¬ 
dom was at peace widi some countries 
and at war with others. l>ut 1 iih fi,d- 
\y.ril iji> St.It. ?, cli. - purs this matter 
wdiolkpii rt'st; fm' the \soids of (iuu act 
rii-e, llmt all imua luof st. aiigei 
ll'o^e whieh be of'oi r emniU , may with- 
'iiV h ig come into Kng and with their 
mf-rcii imi'Ze.’' No\a the wor.is “ except 
due/' A'.hieh be (,f our eiieiitv " arc utterly 
in onseci n' widi a go ia»\il ^.de of peace; 
l'ac'm.,e th'‘v -o*'* urn^hwVv-il to confin: the 
privilege t> trose not rt w'ar, w^hicli would 
be wlioliv mjj5plo a hie, ( \c(q)t wdicn' the 
hiiordomWas id p'eacc with some nations 
aatl Id V.. 11 " 'Jdi others. 'FLerc a.re other 
'datutes or ihvi- in mim])oi) in the 

thoe oi in. bu' as liiev ate exprcj^g- 

ed. in iof v^'vv ‘.xrna imMiismt i- mfneccs- 
rofuV' them to/ this part of the ense^ 

V hp'h goes only m csta^^sh Jtkt t ATagna 
„(haai-;a and all the otb.er stattueTlJ'^t only 
[•have their ctiect when tlie ct^itry is -ut 

Qt ' ' 
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war some hatlons and at peace with 
ot'iers, but can havo no pourable ui)})lira- 
lion to any oilier stale of things. ^\ith 
\rcgard to the* meaning of thVi nords, 
pulihely prohibited/" I 
ii8liid^norffi?tl[i'/?v;,v.your lordslrps \Mth any 
arguments, becaiuia is c^j)rcs''ly laid 
down by lord Ccke! in his commentary 
on jMagna Charttliat the ])nhlic pro- 


}iibiti<jn can onlV' he 


the jirohiliition of 
'^ext point *theTetbro, 
pi^j^vile^es so g'neii to 
time 


r\7 

jiarlhunent.— 1die 
js, what are the 

merchant strangers nj^atnit\, in a 
of w'ar with other roniit nes whieh par¬ 
liament alone can taki* awSj^' r JMy lords, 
the words are so e\[)nss 'iKjt. 1 do not 
know how to raise an arunmtnil on tli-ir 
construction, or how to make tloin 
cr than by reading tlit iii. ]>v iNfagna 
Cbarta they are to Jiave sale (oixIVct To 
conn; into England, to ^ta\^ and to l 14111 
with their merchandna*. h\ i i I'/w* 111. 
they are, without let, to (oine lu . 
land w ith their IMeia liandize, at/1 
and return. I'iu' I’^th of 
king enacts, ' ♦hat the sea be 
> ^ nuunienjpjb--wfTch 3 S',.'ts to jjas> 

V nicijohandize w hty e it shall ])lj 
.^al^^y LhS Edw. in. c. i!b st'<f 
acted, ' that no manner of si; p, ^\hIclv is 
' ffaugin towards Englaiul cv el.^ew Iiere, 
he coinjielled to come lo .^ny port ol 


ats N", hose ^gfutds ] 
idling tin-m a I 


' England, noi here to abide m'aiiist thf^ 
*will of the uiu'^ters and nuwmc/ ^ 

^ sanve, or of the met chant 
^ they be/ And then, after 
free market upon tiie accustoined duties, it I 
goes on— * So that tlie in-^s'er's, nni mers, | 
' and merchants, after iliey haAt- soi;l ilic.t i 
' w inch plcaseth them ol'lii!' '•aid LTood^’,. lul ! 

* paid thcreof\he custom, may iVc^l ly de- 

* ])art, and go wall; their dnp^, aiui^l! the 
^ remrTapt of their good^, whilluT ?t .'«1 m 11 
' please them, witlionl cnsi(un tiu reoflo 
' be paid ; and that none, oi lia'i c<mdt« 

* tlon that h(* be, shall di^tnih anv sh.}) 

^ chafged with mcrchandi/e, to ( ome to 
‘ any ])ort of England, but lo tlio poit 
‘Adhere the mast*r'i^ marinerand mei- 

* chants, will first, of their fiee w ilhan iA r; 

' nor, after they havearrivefl, shall meddle 
‘with the .sale of tlie same nn rchandi^jes, 

' nOr disturb the nnu’chants, p* tlu lr .scr- 

* vaiits, that they may not thXjiseives, by 
Mheir^own hands, acroidiug th to tliem 
^ iiest may see^ for their jinTit, Ycdl and 
^deliver their mercJnindizes, at ul^ii tune, 

' and to vijipm/jc shall be.sl them ph ase ; 

' and ♦funy/iet disturhanct;, he shall incur 

1.' 


" ing to the quantity of the tre.'jpass.’—V 
This last act i.s not printed amongst those 
I alluded to, and it appears to have been 
confirmed in the reign of Rd. ii. in these 
remarkable words, * Notwithstanding any 
" ordinances to tlie contrary upon w hich 
I can put no other construction, than that 
there had been onlinances repugnant to 
these statutes, wdiicii are tliereby declared 
to be if^egalw There are also several other 
statutes to the same elfect, both antecedent 
and .^ub.scquent, wilh whici^i 1 need not fa¬ 
tigue yijiir lordships" attention, already, I 
aiu atraid, but too inncii exliausted.—My 
lords, 1 cannot conceive how' any possible 
construct ion can be put upon these sta¬ 
tutes, more eq>ccially on the 28 Edw. in. 
continm-d by that of Rd. ii. except that 
the tree tnide of mm’chant strangers in 
amit\ cannot he abridged, or conlrouled, 
or altered, witlioiit tlie authority of pur- 
liamenl. Indeed our history will I'uinlsh 
a strong confiniialion to whoever will lake 
the Iroiibh' to icder to it, that all the acts 
were pa'^•'ed to secure the infant **ornmerci 
ol'ih(‘ ((uiuti v from the mterniplions w !)k h 
It nni-l f>lju’iwise have, suffered from tin 
t arbitr.iry ordinance.s of its primes, m tin 
perpetual wars they wore (mgaged 1 ^ - 
lint It may be said, that my argurv.^nt’o 
these statutes proves too much b-igtrav 
I be ad-.ed, wh(*lln;r 1 mean to conffi5i(]ftViai 
' ''btm it i'. cmn'ted by 2S Ei^v. iii. " that 
no manner ol ship fraught towards Eng¬ 
land or eEew here, be eonipelled to come 
tvO any p<»rt of I'aigland, or lo abide ther': 
ad'.nnsl the will of the masters." It mav 
! heasla (1, (Isay,) whether I mean to contend 
i tiial the king cannot, in time of war, cum- 
! jiel mereb.ant ^tiangt*rsto abide here by u 
! g <' 11 e r a I c! ri 1 > a i* go ^ :\1 y 1 0 r d s, I ha \ e al read y 
j admittid the king’s power in that rcsjieet. 

I wifli iisjust InnitJtions, viz. iqion tianpo- 
j iar\ ofigencies of state, hut not by gene- 
I ral or iinbimu d re.s‘raints, wInch mu'.t be 
emit red by parliament: expressly 

de(Jjied to be the Irw' by ImfO Hale, in his 
divali^fi I)e Pcrlibur'*}i^'^is. 1 may he 
a^ked iurl'ier, whether, when the statute 
en'cH'lsihat m) manner of .ship fraught to, 
Iniuiaiid, <‘r ei^ewhere, shall be compelled 
to ( ome into England;. I mean tr) contend, 
that the king camufr. direct the navy ii 
seize AC‘-els of .ncM’c'hant strangers, thohyi^ 
in aniiiy, entering blockaded *ports, 
cal rying on any other illegallrafTic } 
s*ii(Ji qm*stiun i should answer, certainly m| 
i mean 110 such thing; because meffi 


strangers in amit^r arc bound to ob.9 


rievojiio forfeiture to the king, accord- ‘j the jmbiic iaAVs of civili?,c(istates; beca' 
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mvhvii the statutes speak of their trade, and 
allord tlicir protection to it, they mean, ot 
coiusc, to protect that trade only, wliich is 
' * sanctioned by the general law and customs 
of nations; and because it could be no 
eompwlsion, properly speaking, upon a 
nierciiaiit stranger, to enforce upon him 
ihat rule whicl) he is bound, by the muni¬ 
cipal law and justice ol'bis own country, 
to observe. Erom this admission, my lords, 
it may perhaps be arguedllr.it 1 am brought 
back to the uuvmv (picstion of tiu' lau ol' 
nations ; blurt:, if il be admittt'd/fiat the 
king, notv\ jtbstandiiig the statut<\s, may 
ncM'rtheless extend bis autiiority over 
merchant strange is to the tall exti nt \\ Inch 
the lawol nations warrants; and if n be 
also true that he cannot alter the law ol 
mttions, niercbant .stiarmors would then be 
eompietedy protected by that rule, and the 
Statutes would be altogetlier useless. My 
lords, tlie answer to tins objection is a very 
plain one :—Without the statutes thinking 
could not violate the law of nations, so as 
to allec't mercliaut strangers, except iindiT 
evil and impeachable council; yet ill 
the right', of such merchants would be l«‘- 
gaily atreered ; but, if tlieir rights can he 
bro^fght under the piottctlon cif the sta- 
bre:ikiiig; in ujxai ilu ir 
tiaix .>N aiild, lu ih'it ea''»% Im- iittMly null 
\lu*, and would tu* no rule Ui tiie 
courts.—loi'do, I ha\e but oiu 
more to add on this part ot tin* < a^u and 
that IS to prc.'rs upon* your lor(l>lijps tiu 
palpable absurdiiy ol' permitting tin* exer¬ 
cise of the war prerogative to bi* an (‘Nv*e[)- 
tion to the operation ot tlu' statutes, sup¬ 
posing my construction of them slrouhl 
appear to your lordsiiips to be in othea* re¬ 
spects just; because, to argnic for an uni¬ 
versal dispensing prerogatne in the king, 
or rather a non-applicalion ol the stalfttes 
lo 'a of w ar, by reason of tl A* king’s 
preroga^l^ in w.u, the saaic absurdity 
would folloljr as to argue that, during war, 
the king can^ltcr thy huv of iv.itions; be¬ 
cause the pr^^^ ^. jpi<p o^vcMi to me rcli^ant 
strangers, by the statutes, liavmg no kind 
,of application but when we are at peace 
with soni'C natiojis and at war with others, 
(since in astute of,i|iuversal peace iiopvo- 
lection is wanted) -exercise of such a 
prerogative would not be an exeejiiion, 
^tthe tdllal annihilation of the rule. 11 these 

S ites tMm, my lords, apply to [iroleci 
chant strangers in amity, in time of 
•A’ith other nations, and if the l;Iitg’s 
prerogative c^annoj dispense w itli sacli, 
^l^tection, notliyi^ remains but to examine* 


[Odd 


whether the proijbion.s of these Orders in 
Council be repugnant to the statutes.—My 
lords,^ tlicir repugnancy to them is selt- 
evident. hav(‘ been, indeed, astonished V 
to hear it i(*[>eatodly aKsertep,,U»;?*-ij^>:i 
ders in Council ‘ do not 
riean vessel t% come England/ and 

that all regulations,/?Sercforc, imposed 
them lieref are (Jdy mdulgencies 



L're sppntancons- 
of this proposi- 
Vuiei’ii'an ^c^s.^els 
tile Oi (U rs. iMy 
of the king’s in- 
r< eil mg tije Or- 
tue eiid<_t, directs 


ih.Aii.rr \i\ ^ s. 


upon 

intivduced if ^hey come 
ly. *]a‘t fis try the 
tion, a^ it aiJpbc.s 
sailing belore nolu 
lords, the ('X[)re‘ 
struf tiuiis to ' 
d('r ni ('oLin^ 
lligiii ti» warn ve.-i Is hemal to the iiiter- 
(hetikl port^, not iiuidv to disc^oDtinue 
I heiriw o\ages, but to go to Lnglcind, or 
Cdhr.Atar, or Mall.i ! What liuaiers U, 
i1k;h, \i()!i^h the contisciilioii dots not fol¬ 
low iTj\n «li^ohedienee of such warning ; 
foi howicould aiiv luasler of a vc.ssel po.s- 
sif)lv knVw tliai such (.<msc(|uence was not 
to lollow '' How could any sucdi mastor, 
when warned b\ ofliiv rs nS rank ancf dis- 
ti!i< tioii, \ciiture to^iX‘‘^"W;sjm)j)crty ofoj 
Ins owuici sill) V rclusiiig to ccmiT.^ w ilh/ 
(heir dllcc’Vm.^Jkit, to thVffCV- 

inan< iil [)ai iV)! tlic Ophaw, alter tlic timt's 
111 tlie iiotus/ lia^ e ovpued, can it jinssihly 
l)c s.nd thvi/they do imU directly eoinjxd 
'sels toto I’inguuid ^ Is it not aud¬ 
io injury to to Amerit'a that 
lu r shipping is not eoiupelled to come 
into our [loi'U, since tlu'V may relinn baidc 
again ^ l.et me suppose that Ins maiC-tv" 
had lieeii advised, whilst 1 was a ])ractiser 
at the bur, to issue a proclamation tb.'vt no 
i barrister should go into \Ve^tlnlUst(M■ Hall 
uithoui' [lassmg ilirough a particular gate, 
at wlpcli a toll was tt\be levied on him : 
.siioul(.^l h.iNe been told gravely i'~vva^ 
])y no means compelled by such a proeia- 
jfcuatioirlo jiass througli ii Should I lia\ft 
been told tUat 1 might go back again to 
my cliambeis with my briefs, and* sleej> 
there in my empty bag, if 1 liked it ^ 


dener in tlie neiglibourliood of London, if 
comjielled to^iass a similai gate erec led in 
cNcry passage to Coveiit Carden, that he 
wuis by IK, Ji jeans com pci led to bring has 
greeii'i to ijwikct,‘as he miglit siay at home. 
vMth liij^runt^y and starve r—Cn llie sub- 
jeel oi^olls, h.)\i:ver, iel ^me do^^justico. 
Let ml not forg('tt'hi:gaiving urovi.so wly^tU 
1 hear has bi'cn inti .niii iiiUj ihcyCib, 
Mz. that tlio.se who do not it 

are uL liberty to burr, tlicir t^^ds, on pviy- 
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jnent of o^tponsrs, Hoiv gracioTis ! .The 
injury is wholly clone to you by France, 
and yet you cont'Klor the destruction of 
\Nthe coinuiodity as an indiilgedee to the 
iiiiii iiKir I I A trespass is eoininit- 
4.iian\s horse, upon which 
you iminedialc ly ^ ipAund inline, that line) 
never tnspassccl y* h\;t (jod forliid that you 
should bo Ml unjifht as to levy lhe])enalty; 
no: .1 am at liberty to slufot ^him hir the 
iiw the poiinVl keeper's 
u'cls, in 


pound, upon payiiv 
expenees.—IVly lore 


iny task is ngw fi- 


nished, h:n iiiir(h(uve^rimperrectly 1 may 
hav(^ execiiied n) t slablYst-^d all my propo¬ 
sitions by iliejr ovvii intrinsna tnitli. J have 
purposely un oided toiu'hmg^um the im¬ 
policy of llie Olliers, unless where I^as 
fbrcc:d to shew ihat no jiossihlo evil ^uld 
have attended the delay of wauinji^fJr the 
execution of the Dei ue uf'un Aiyerica. 
The moineutuus and c. omplieated fj/eslion 
of their iinjudiey is in the able hpnds of 
my friend, the noble earl at the ta/le, (the 
tail of Lauderdale) who has airetj^y' given 
notice of his motion.—I cannot, however, 
my lords, take'*leave of the sul>^ct with * 
J out endinp^jnrifig'^' awaken the feelings 
yjfdi^fToiise to its* vast impoi/anre, in a 
mJyrmr w hich neithm* my o\/ii language 
or authority could sufllcientlyfac coniplish. 
The w ords of a reverend lord\long an or¬ 
nament to the bench opposiw, whom I 
honoured w hiIst living, and who\*^memorv^ 
I shall for ever clicrish, rush into 
at this moment, though tliey hav 4 ‘ not 
passed llirougli it for very many years. 
Unaccustomed to speak in public, thi* re¬ 
verend lord committed to writing what he 
intended to liave dclivert d in tliis house 
upon the awdul and in If Testing subject of 
America, whilst we were rashly liilstening 
tomm final separapou. The w'iKil|^om- 
"^poSuTohrWould have done honour To tlie 
best ages of (j’reece or Kornc, and the con¬ 
clusion of it is but too much in prurit t^ 
our pre-^ent delibenitions. ' Mv lords,' 
said flic reverend prelate, ' I loj^k upon 
' North America to be the only great nur- 
' sery of freemen Uftmpon the face of the 
'earth. We ij:nc seen the libeTties of 
' Poland swept away, in Vne year, by 
' treachery and usurpation. The free states 
^ of Germany are but so many iying spark*^, 

' goii^g out one afier another^nd which 
all be soon extingm /netih^der the 
;'^Jfc^tructive greatness of 4rheir nei Abours.' 
11% lords, they h^.V-*^hccn all sii^ce de 
fitre ‘ 

hoodNi^^brj! ,(1 is little more than a great 
luxurioie 


ed 1 ^ destructive neighbour- 
5od><^olJ( 1(1 is little m 
' tfadiqg c^paiiy. wdth 


inan- 

/' 


' ners, and an exhausted revenue: with] 

‘ little strength, and with less spirit.’— 
INIy lords, she has now neither strength 
nor spirit: lier government is a despot¬ 
ism under the dominion of iTance. 

" Switzerland alone is free and happy 
‘ w ithin the iiarroW'enclosures of her rocks 
^ and vallies.’ My lords, she is now nei¬ 
ther fr^e nor happy. All the.;e changes, 
since the death oi my rev. friend, makes 
the pirturi' now^ more impressive: the rest 
of it rcmapis unaltered. As for the state 
of thiV country, my lords, 1 can only re- 
‘ fer myscit’to your own private thoughts: 

' I am inclined to think and hope the best 
^ of pu!>!ic liberty. M ere 1 to describe 
^ her, according to iny owii ideas at this 
iixomeni, 1 should say that she has a 

* sickly coimtenaii'c, but I trust she hasf a 
' strong coiotilution.’ And now, niy lords, 
let me entreat you to sutler the conclusion 
to sink deep into your minds; would to 
(iod that you may feel it as I do!—' Put, 

whatever may be our future fate, the 
' gi f aieSt glory that attends this country, 

^ a great(T than any nation under heaven 

* oner en]oyed oi even contemplated, is to 

* have fonni'd and nursed up to such a 
‘ state of security and happiness .iJjosc 
‘ communities whirli w'e are so 

' to oppress, and even to extinguisl>. jpS>ye 
^ ought to cherish them as the TmiTorfal 
/ ■’>')numrnts of our public* justice and 
‘ w isdom ; as the heirs of our better days; 

^ of our old arts and* manners, and of onr 
expn ing national virtues. For what work 
‘ oPan, or power, or public utility, ever 
" equalled the glory of having peopled a 
' vast continent without guilt or blood- 
‘ shod ? To have given them the best arts 

* of life and government, and to have sul- 
‘ fered them, under the shelter of our au- 
' tlTorit^, to acquire in peace the skill 
' to Use them ? In comparison ot ctiis, 

' the policy'of governing b^/nlluence, 

^ and vven the pride of war^id victory, 

* are dishonest tnCks, an^poor, cou- 
' tvmptible, pageart'f^^P^I^My lords, 1 
should hope that these sentiments would 
have more particular weight with the re-, 
verend lords opposite, as proceeding from 
so distinguished a mej^cr of their own orr 
dcr ; I should hopttnat they w'ould thin/ 
ir no ollencc to that uniform ^steiri 
support, w hif'h I cannot floubt that the 
consciences have dictated in the presenj 
dl^icult times to be due to the administj 
tion of (he government, if, upon thistlKca- 

• sion, they were tor give their voice ^jid 
‘support to principles which are the sJ^ 
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thjit of the religion they teach ; the efi- 
sjinng or the gospel which they propa¬ 
gate. Let us leave to our enemies the 
guilt ol* diacorJ and bloodshed, and sup¬ 
port our' country by the virtues of bene¬ 
volence and peace.—But, my lords, 1 have 
already troubled you too long, much in¬ 
deed too long; and 1 am thankful for your 
patience and goodiKJSs. As all the Reso¬ 
lutions, iny lords, are dependent upon 
each other, I shall not move the first by 
itself, but move the whole of them as if 
they w^ere one Resolution, compreht'tfuling 
them in one motion.—The noble lord then 
moved the following Resolutions: 

, 1st, “ That ihc power of making hnvs to 
bind the people ot this realm, is exclusively 
vested in his majesty by and with tin; ad- 
vied and conseni of the lords siiiritual and 
temporal, and ei-umnous of the realm, in 
parliament, tcsscmblcd; and that every at¬ 
tempt to make, alter, suspend, or n.peal 
such laws, by order ot his maji‘st\" in his 
privy council, or in any other manner than 
by his majestv m parliament, is inu'oiisti- 
tulional and iilenal.—2nd, That the advis¬ 
ing his maje.itv to issue any Order in 
Council, ha- di-:peiising with, or suspiuid- 
iiig a iv of the laws of this realm, is a 
the fundam^mlal laws 
tmd_i ; /.istitutionA thereof. That the same 
(*annoi in'* any case be justified, hut by 
some uni’orese'di and urgent necessity r 
dangering the public safety. And tlcatin 
every such case it is the duty of hb' ma- 
)esty\s ministers to advise Ins majesty, ut¬ 
ter issuing such order, fonliwith to as.seii\- 
ble Ills pailiament, in order both that the 
nei’essiiv of .such proceeding may be m- 
(jiiired of and delermined ; and that chic 
provision may he made for the [uiblic 
safety, by the authoidy ot lies majesiy m 
—!aI, That the Law of Natuffis 
is a Jilti the law of the land, anil lliat 

neutral iiav^mi.',, nut iiiterposiny in the war 
bet.iveen his iN;ijesty and his eliemi(‘s, have 
a legal right \ sucii/lieeduin ^of com¬ 
merce and us is secured ip 

them by the Law of Nations.—4-th, Tiiat 
the late Orders of his majesty in Council, 
are contrary to the of nations, iiias- 
rrmch a.s they purpii'^^ to interrupt the 
c&nmerce of friend unoHending na- 
can ying on their accustoined Irtuh* 
in^mocciit artic^^s, between their own 
efintry and the ports pi' ins majestv’s ene- 
ni\^s, not aclually blockaded ; and evt n 
betwJen their own caumtry and those ol’ 
his i/njestyhs allieAnd also, inasmuch 
as^ey purport uv :uj < I such trade in 


future^ to come> in the first instance, un-* 
der pain of confiscation, to the ports of 
his majisty's dominions, or of his allies, 
and there tb submit to such, regulations, . 
restrictions and duties as 
upon them.—.3 th, That 
Nations,all mde^endc^it r^%irnmeiits have 
an undoubted right, in war aitd 

peace, to regulate lA their Jiwn territories, 

convenience, 
except Where? .specially r/flrained by trea¬ 
ty, the admission or ex^usion of the ships 
or merchandize of oil^ slate.*;. That by 
the municipal law -/f"this and other Euro¬ 
pean countries, i^hath been usual to re- 
(piii^, that ve^ls trading to or from the 
port^ ^hereof, shall carry such certificates 
or otW^ documents, shewing in what 
counti A ^be vessel hath been built, fitted 
fu- ownAl, by wdiat sailors she is navigated, 
and ill v^mat 'country the articles compos¬ 
ing Ihe'cVxn ha\c been growm, produced 
or iiianufinMured, as may be judged neces¬ 
sary to eiiJitle them to entry. And, that 
the ships of friendly nations carrying such 
jiapcrs in t^ne of war, do not thereby vm- 
late any rule of 'ainit\;,^,7ili irlliiijr coun- ' 
tries, or leg.’dly incur ai\y penalty ',^at- J 
ov(*r, unless 'Vith should be found toTie 
IrauduleiiL—njh, That so mueliof his ma- 
ji'sty’s Urdei/iii Council, of the 11th of 
i\pv. Iasi, a / directs, that ^ any vessels 
rrying certificates or documents, de- 
the articles of the cargo are 
not of jlu: j)i’oducc or manufacture of his 
inajcsty^s dominions, or to that elVect, or 
carrying c.ny other document referring to 
such certificate or document, shall, toge¬ 
ther with the good.s laden therein, belong¬ 
ing to tile persons by W'hom, or on vvho.se 
behalf, ibiy such document ' was put on 
board,the adjudged lavyful prize to the 
captor , is a gross and flagrant vvo’lation 
of the Law' of Nations, of the statutes made 
f< • the freedom of navigation and com¬ 
merce, and of the rights and lihertie.s of 
the peoj^e of this realm; inasinuchVs it 
purports to expose the property both of 
1 ibreign merchants, ani twen of bis majes¬ 
ty’s subjects, in the ports of this realm, as 
well as on the^igh seas, to unjust deten¬ 
tion, and forieilure. in cases where no 
oficnce what/ver hath been committed 
against anvAiown principle, or rule of 
the Law cyr^aiijms, or against law, 
.statute, (W usage ^^the realni.—7th, That 
the free Icccss to ihe'-'j^orts of tlii 
and the liberty of trading"t\a, 
tame, lias been secured to nic^J 
Jrors, not being of a hostile 
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MagM "Charta and divers other ^ticient 
RtaHHf^ in which it is expressly provided, 
* that no manner of ship, which i»fraught 
« twvards l^gland or eisewhe^T, be co:ii- 
to any port of England, 
|)ide, against the will of the 
rirrcrs ot^thc same, or of 
the rnerchan^Vhosc the goods he.' 
^nd that the Laid stalntes wen* intendc'd, 
not only to pro\^ctthe innot rnt convnercu* 
of. friendly nati&^s, but also' to sdeure to | 
the people of thii-rcalni, the benefits of a 
free and open maiWt for the sale of the 
produce and manuih'^iK^res thereof; and 
for the carrying on of si^i trade as might 
conduce to the profit aiidlUvantage ot the 
realm.—8th, Tbat the above-meiit^ned 
Orders of his majesty in Councll^re in 
open breach and violation of the iid sta¬ 
tutes, inasmuch as they direct tfi/t ships 
fraught to other places than this yingi^loin, 
and even to ports belonging to Wis* majes¬ 
ty’s allies, may be compelled tl come to 
the ports of this realm, or of its flependen- 
cies, and there to abide under such restric¬ 
tions or regi»Iations as his majesty may be 
advisedtpiii^lT^K, upon them ; and also 
inasBtfn^ as they direct that/he goods la- 
TiBlfin such vessels shall nit be cleared 
out again fuan Midi \)onJ ^\l^ho^t hav¬ 
ing been, m some ca-.es, |freviousl\’ en¬ 
tered and landed ; nor, inXother cast 
without having obtained fnSe ins uKijti- 
ty’s officers licences to <-p-i._ 
cences such Ofluer.^ an not, by any 
known law of ihw rcaini, authorised to 
gram/’ 

The T^ord ChanrrHor ni.jint.ina d tliat 
the Orders in Council were not o>ilv erm- 
forinablc to th^ pret f pts nt the I..w oi this 
country, but*t(» tin* pnncip'cs of thf };n\ 
of nations. I’hc^hrM part <>t tfu'^ i>iop(csi- 
tion iTc^rested upon what he descnbfdas a 
fair interpretation both of the eornnitui and 
stature law, from the enactment t/f Alnpikia 
Chartadown to the laststnriitc winch ap¬ 
plied to the subject. ’A*- to tij^^ second 
part, he would beg the hou-'C to c onsider 
w'hat w as iru ant Uviht law of nations. It 
was formed of an accumulntlon of the dirta 
of wise ra. n in diberent tfves, and apply¬ 
ing to difhreiit (iicinnstatcps, but none 
resembling in any lesfiecl wich a state of 
things as at presr nt t xisUa]^ the world. 
Indeed, none of tin .sub- 

}eci of this l^iw appe^j^id to li^e surh a 
in their conjjjtitpl at ion. Eii| yet no- 
;igvvai*^ig J# femnd in their 


idvV. 

►n tl!c 


Q 

whW^am 

Sbli- tlcfem 


w ritiup^'s 

r>t fully w irr.'iiit the right ol 

tind jeiahnlioii. ('pon thaf 


right the present ministers acted in advl 
ing those Orders in Council, and upon tf 
same right their predecessors issued the 
Order of the 7th ot Jan. which rested for' 
justifiration upon precisely tiff* same 
grounds wliii'h ho and his colleagues 
pleaded on tin* r use referred to in the nio- 
tK*iis before the iiouse. 'fhat both tin* 
foriiier and tlie latte, proceedings were 
agreeable lo the law of nations, he Tvould 
In* ahvays reatly lo contend. IJe saw, iri- 
dt'od, ([uite enough lo <hu^taMi the (>niers 
ill CdiUicil in the Tetter of the noble loid 
(llowiek) to the Danisii mnuhter. Tiiat 
letter, which in his judgment was a mcsl 
able expose of the law of nations as appli¬ 
ed lo the case, clearly marked out llie 
course which the government of this coun¬ 
try was juslitied and bound to pursue uf«der 
the circiiiiistanees wdiich arose out of tin* 
extraordinary acts of the enemy. 'I'liat 
course, therefore, the prcs(‘nt ministers fol¬ 
low ed ; and if in prosecuting a just resent¬ 
ment agaiiLst the enemy neutral powers 
were ftileeted, it was the inevitable elfcet 
of the peculiar situation in which we were 
placed, and should be considered by sut li 
neutials as dairimiin absque injtiria.—After 
a var.cty of observations upon the ^aturo 
and tendency of the Ord 
whith he contended throughout tA rest 
upon precisely tlie same pnncfple w-dlcff ' 
birth to tlie Older ofnian. 1807, the 
nchfe lord concluded with stating, that as 
the three first Eesohitionsofliis nolile friend 
wcre scll-evident proposition.s, it wasun- 
nf('cs>ary to declare them by any vote of 
tiiat house. Tin* fourth Resthntion he re- 
gardt'd as (piile inapplicable to the qiie>- 
tion; rijiil the lemaiiiJer being wholly c\- 
• cpfion.ible in his opinion, heshgnld ino\(' 
the pK'vious question upon the whole. 

• l.ord (rrciixi/lt'YO^t\ He hegai;* l^yjjl^ 
^rrvnfg, that the whole of th'i^;:2j»cit*cli ot 
the Icarnedilord who had jusp sat (hnvn. 
was a l.ibonreil attat k uponj^late minis¬ 
ters under cover ^f an defence, 

Such a speech very wolf for a 

party purpose ; but it contained nh 
tration of principle, no deduction of arg»;. 
ment apjilicable t<» tlA* great question bclore 
the house. • He denied the analo^> 

asserted by lhc%«nffbi(i lord, between 
Orders in Oouncil, and the Order of 
1807. Eoi the latti’r w%s pt'rfe^ll}" e<,i^Lo' 
nant to tin* law'of tin.* land aifd the la\v^>l 
nations, while (he funner vvas a gros.> vj 
ftt ion of both, 'idle latter indeed, a"l|l}uiiiH' 
cd to nothing le^s, m !iis jmlginenmthau 
an as'uinjition on ihqipjrt -u’ilic 
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le^slate without the consent of parliament. America and the States of , Barbary, eoidi^ 
'riHit the law of nations was recognized and we endure that what were called our * Me* 
ionned a part of the law of the land, the diterran(fan passes/ which were necessary 
Jioble lord shewed, by referring to the to protect ota* vessels from the latter belli- 
• opinion justice Blackstone, and also to gerent, should render us habletobj^con- 
tliat of lord Kenyon, wbich was declared iiscated by the former? 
upon the discussion of a French court of Mediterranean |iasse% we^lifquite tanta- 
Adiiiirally relative to a j)anisli vessel, mount in their eharactewit the certificates 
Accordingtothed<'clarationofthatre.spect- of origin, which the Orders in Council 
able judge, the decision ol that court tvas, projiounccd a ju^t cause iit condemning 
upon the principles of the law of nations, the property »f a neutral.y^The noble lord 
held to be binding .upon him sitting in an strongly protested agai^At the whole teh- 
Flnglish court of law. From thatTleyision deucy and character y those Orders in 
being regulated by the understood rules of Council, as >veU as .v^inst the other mea- 
the huv of nations, the learned judge did sures of admiiiisf^tiori, which bore no 
not think liimself w^arranted by the law of stam^> of deliberation or judgment, and 
this land to depart. Here, then, w^as a so- whieji couldoi.^' spring from intemperance 
leinii recognition by ail l^iiglish judge, that and iw^bility. Jle deprecated, in the most 
the \kw of nations formed a [lartof the law imprSive terms, the consequenccsofpcr- 
of the land, and as that law could not be sevciinnih a course of proceeding not to 
altered without the coii^i nt of parliament, be su^tai^cd by any sound or just princi- 
thi^ Orders m Council, which emanated pie,—ane^coiKluded wuth expressing his 
solely from tlie crown, were contrary to most scrio^is appreliensions, that the pas- 
the (oiisliUiiion. Cpon the various bear- sujns of toe present day would become 
mgs and probable coiisc([uences ofjtlicse the souice of eteinal misfortune to inan- 
()rders, jiarticidarly with respect to Arne- kind. , » 

iiea, the nobli^ lord dilated with his wont- Fonl Jldiikcdany had oft'-,*!: nfed tlie 

ed abiblw 'lo that part of tlum which great dis-'aiiee ot Am‘?rlca, wfiich, had 
lefcrs .»> certifn ates of origin, he liroughl been vciy inVonvenienL Tn our negoXr?, 
liu v, ^ula'' ydety l>1' objections. Such ]ki- tioiis with thatY’ouritry ; but he w as glad, 
pel's were, he ^amiained, notliing more on the prt'simt/orca,'>ion, that the dislancc 
le usu.il in-trumenls w'hich belligo- 1 was Mich tluit/Auieiica would decide the 
rents had unifo '^iily rorjuired from iK'Utrais, llicir own groimd.s. One 

as rcsliinomes that then cargoes did nor wuSj^J^har^^j/nioiight that we wi're iqion the 
belong to tin enc*in\, ami to considi r such eve oi"^a war with vXmerica, and that the 
]japer>, a^ a jUst cause Im* the forfeiture of noble Ihrd’s speech was a declaration 
a nt'iitial, was, m ellect, to proscribe aM Mganist it ; but whuLever disputes existed 
neutral commerce durinu' war. This he with America at jiresent, arose chiefly out 
eonce ived to be the nature of the principle, of the mea.^ures of the hinner government, 
whicli we, fni* the first tune in the history and not from any tlimg done by tlie pro¬ 
of cjMli/ed warfari*, had. In the Jiistaiicc sent mmi^tcrs. lie (ontenrk'd, that the 


uiuh’r consideration, asserted. We, in liict, 
to American^, ‘ you shall be (on* 
liscai*: i if \o\\ carry that doeiwrienl 

wlvicli prot\c ts you from eonfi^^calion b\ 
the enemv/*'* Jt was <|uite preposUruus lo 
mainltiiii that tile carrying of Mich dOi'u- 
ments by a neiitr^i^l. anv Such iu> 

f|Uiescenee in the' hostile views of thd 
enemy, as v^arranlcd a hostile proceeding 
on our part against neutral. The 

projiosition was utterlvtintenable, unless it 
wA meant to assert thaii^should be at li- 
'beiV'-to introduce a new principle upon 
''the^w of liationsj* w hich was to become 
ge^jral, but (4o be acted upon only as it 
airwered our ow^n^^X^n^elfelice. Foi if 
such a principle vfere to be generally pro-* 
cecded* upon, to wdiat a^situation sliould 
be liable ^ Suppose in a w'-ar between 


Older In (>ouncil, of the 7tli of Jan. pro¬ 
ceeded c'Jvactly upon the* same priiii-'lple 
as the present, and that it would* liave 
bee^i the ijiosi futile iii the world if it had 
not done so. He then proceeded to con¬ 
sider the statutes that had been referredjto ; 
and alliri^ed, that tht'v only j)rovided 
against the kingk meddli^ig by his prero¬ 
gative with matters oi‘trade, without con¬ 
fining it w'ith^igard to other matters. 
He was clearlylot opinion that we had a 
lull rtght of rc^lialion, by the law of na¬ 
tions. The i Jury whicli the neutral sus- 
taniLMl conaji^l[ub?Uly w^as no violation of 
that law. l^ich decree, in tin? ob¬ 

vious sen^ of it, jusi.ii^d tlial retaliation.^ 
The nobfe lords on the J’iJc hadP*' 

(yinleal precedents and 
Vfcould make use of that priYile^^anci^-. 
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fer to the decision of the present Judge of 
the admiralty court in the case of the 
American ship the Sampson. That ship 
had been captured by a Spanish pnvatcer, 
^ Spanish port was re- 
f liir,?&d-by a^Sh'ptish cruizer. The question 
'^was, whether shoiJud be allowed, the 

general principce^ being, that no salvage 
should be alloivcd whWe the neutral was 
in no danger, lyit must hayc been set at li¬ 
berty when anV^d in port. ‘ Ilis ‘iordship 
read the decisionXwhere a view was taken 
of the probable n^aning of the Decree of 
France. The to general Arm¬ 
strong was adverted pronounced to 

be a most \^'eak and productiMi of 

the minister of marine, aivoflicer .^viilar 
to om* first lord of the admiraltv^^ The 




'7t}’ 


French decree made no excepti 
Vour of America, and w as so ifi 
by the commander of the Spanii 
toor. And, although the 



n m tci- 
hu’Stood 
iniva- 
not 


seen the Spanish Decree, it was/nulural to 
conclude that it would he the saint* as that 
of France. With respect to cer^^ifK'ates 
of origin, liis lordship ol)served, that the 
noble barQji^ (<i^eiivil!<‘) hatf compart'd 
thei^to things frohi uhich jhey wcu* to- 
diifevent. * The l\iediw‘rranean j>as- 
seK wcie merely papers sliying that such 
and such vessels were oifc proj'eity, in 
order to piotect them froii\ the ilaibary 
cruizers. The certificates rei^ired by tV^ 
navigation laws were j)a])ers t \^s^|ev 
the vessels, &c. actually belonged to the 
countries from which they came. Pmi 
Ihese certificates of origin wtre gl\en to* 
shew that such and sucli vessels and car¬ 
goes were not British ])ro])t'rty, grant¬ 
ed with a view directly ln‘stile to us, aiul 
signed by persons who could haVti no ob¬ 
ject at the ports at which tlu y were sta¬ 
tioned, except a'lioslile om* to U'^ Jr was 
doubtful whether vessels carryiiig such 
certificates would not, by the luw of 41 a- 
tions, be liable to cynfiscaiion i\itJ;out our 
Or(k;rs in Council. 

Lord Erskinc observed, that Hie noble 
lords on the otfecii even at¬ 

tempted to answer the arguments of his 
noble friend, but had ruxf.,uway from the 
question; lie ud\erted to ll^he decision in 
the case of the Sampson, said llvat it 
was the most extraordinarmhat ever ivas 
beard ofi since the judg^.aaWowcd that 
be hTid never seen iJ^'Spani^. Decree, 
Ji^pon which fbat d^sion must Have been 
undcHU^Il^l^lSmjiot impute thi^ to hi< 
the judge of the admiralty 
; bi^o this Sampson wha had beert 


strong enough to pull down sir W. Sc^dt, 
the law of the land, and the law of natioW. 
Ke then proceeded to vindicate his con¬ 
struction of the statutes, and affirmed, thaf" 
no language could be more prec'ise in fa¬ 
vour of the opinion which he had stated. 
He repeated the arguments respecting the 
right of retaliation. We had no right to 
retaliate through the me dium of a neu¬ 
tral,* except that state was too wa*ak to 
resist, or shewed a disposition to acquiesce. 
Hut America had she\\a every disposition 
to rr.iist’. There wras no prooi' of‘ her ac¬ 
quiescence, and ill fact the decree had not 
been put in execution against her, in the 
sense which ministers ascribed to it.—rThe 
house then divided on the question. 
Contents . . . 30 .... Proxies .31—(51 
biot Contents f)7 ....- 60 —<'27. 

Majority against the Resolutions—66. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
lliursday, 3Ia7'rh 8 . 

r.REENWIcn IloSPirAl,, AND N WAL ASY¬ 
LUM.] Sir C. Poky purjiuant to notice, rose 
to submit hisihotioii to the house*, founded 
upon tiie I Ith R(*por< of the commissioners 
of Naval Inquiry. The object ol’ the liill, 
which he had to propose, ,a§^t^nny into 
ellect, boOi the sjiirit aiad letter <vf the 
cliarter of Greeinvich Hospital. 
y <V ur i,h ^* [irocecflcd to make iiis motion, he 
r;p^aJ |T)eggcd that the report of the* commission¬ 
ers, wiio bad been appointed on a former 
occasion to inquire into tlu* state of that 
lv)spital, should bi* read. By the ihartcr 
of the b.o pitai, winch was granted in the 
](>di (*’ro. Ml. it was required, that all the 
ofiicers of the ho>])ital should be jiersons 
vihohad served his maji'sty m the navy, 
and had l(;st limbs or been disalilod in the 
A^rvicv*. The provisions of tin* ghartiq* it 
apj)es.red had not been ('om/^Hr-utli; 
but it wasjiot lii(^ objeet of lu^ill to in- 
teifere with any of tiie exi^mg a])poiiit- 
meiffs, or emolui^ieuU; ijiR sole puipose 


imeiiU ; ipK 
being <^i-i cliarter should 

m future bo <‘(»mplied with both in l<‘tlcr 
and in spirit. Another part of his bill ivould 
provide for a ]>ublijjj saving, by reejuiring 
persons holding suVU ofiices to give up 
tiicir half pay, bill was also toexUlid 

to the institution of tlie Naval Asyliu^" 
wliicli had bi en csta])liiJjed foi^llu* <11^)11- 
ragi'iiicnt of the naval servic^^ and if cVt 
thiire h;a] la^vii a thir^^whcn they ought 
fo do o'verv thing eon.si, 4 tmt with cCf.nomv 
and thf' interest pf the service for that ob-* 
jcct, it A as the prcsigit^ These wcic the 
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Aauscs which he intended to introduce 
into this bill, and there was also another, 

10 provide that the bill should not extend 
to any pennons holding others at this mo- 
me^it ^either in the Naval Asylum or 
Gri^dvich Hospital, though it was to 
provide, that in future no persons but such 
as had served a certain number of years 
lu the navy, or been disabled m the ser¬ 
vice, sliould hold any olhcc in cilhj^-r es¬ 
tablishment. it hiui also been his inUm- 
tion to introduce a dausc to provide that 
all sums granted Tor the use of Urec^iivvich 
ilospital, should be paid into the Dank of 
Imglaiid; but as he understood that re¬ 
gulations were to be adopted, which would 
render that clause inmccessary, he should 
not press it. He therefore moved for 
leave to bring in a Bill ibr the eneourage- 
inent of his majesty’s Na\al Seivice, by 
regulating the a))poliiliiient to Olficers in 
the Naval Assylum, and in Greenwich 
Hospital. 

^Ir.Ros.' stated, tliat imiuediately after his 
appointment to the otbee he then held, he 
had inquired into the fact^ stated mthc re¬ 
port oft he Commissioners of Naval Inquiry, 
and that in consequence of the represemta- 
tions m.tde by him to the adniiralty, pro¬ 
secutions wire now carrying on against 
the persod “ had been guilty of iri il- 
^X'^'^vation In thu! department, ihit having 
said this, he did niU think that the hon. 
baronet had made out any case to indi.../ 
the house to accede* to Ins motion. About 
30 years ago, an inquiry liad been made 
into the state and mauageinent o'f (Jretm- ^ 
vvich Hospital, but no legislative enact¬ 
ment w'as thought necessary. There were 
various oflices, such as that of organist, 
surveyor, and architect, wdiich jier.-ions of 
naval education would not be competent 
to fill. The auditor vvas an olliccr who 
competent skill in the lavv\ 

Tlie^'niio^^ lord who now held tliat office 
had succdVlt^d lord Thurlow, who must be 
allowed to i ,ave been skilleil in tliq law’. 

Besides, the revenues Jjfthe hospital ex¬ 
ceeded l(j0,()00/. i^tT^nmim, and the re¬ 
ceiver W’ould require other qualifications 
than a naval education. As to the ques¬ 
tion respecting thejNaval Asylum, he 
thought that the hoiVfbaronet would do 
well to wait for the Rej^^t from the com- 
•^missioncrsj on that head. He was as desi¬ 
rous as any perso’ft that none but those wdio 
had servedmn be em¬ 
ployed in the of tnk institution,* 

for vvv^ich they would be qualified ; and if, 
wherfthe regulations of ^he commissioners 

yof..X. ^ 


should be produced, the hon. baronet 
shoukl not be satisfied with them, it w ould 
be perJjKctly competent to him to move for 
such a*medsurc as the pj-esent. 

Mr. Whitbread of opinibn, that many . 
musical persons where cl^^tbled 
navy, who iii^hl |^e cQWipetent to UulT' 
office of organist; and «jl)served, that the 
right hon. gent, vyio just sat down, 
and another gentleman, afmember of that 
lions*,^wore,j)rbofs that .tAiaval education 
(lid not render persons^Ajnfit for siu h ’of¬ 
fices as lliose he had Uientioned. At any 
rate seafaring men ^ight hold sinecure 
offices as well as^ niy other dcNcriptioii of 
persons, and it j;jjpoarc(l that the barber of 
the hospital, lieiny Clew,a Swiss, em- 
plo^fd six deputies, ami (ieiived an in¬ 
come ,>f 150 A per ajinuin from his ollice, 
vvithoL^tSlaving any duty ‘o perlbnn, but 
the suj £iin^endance of llie ^lla^illg of the 
pensiop\u's. He iiiglily piancMl the la¬ 
bours (,»f the naval i‘omnii''sioners, and of 
the hon. baronet in puilK ular, and he was 
decidedly of opinion, ili,i( no person should 
be allowed to hold any ollice in ei^icr 
the Nava^ Asylum, or (ireonaicli liospi- 
ial, who wars not TiT^atim’ing b'lan. 

Ml Lockhart legreiUwl tlial the lion, 
baronet had voimeeled llie two estaUlNh- 
ments, wliich^ wto’c so different in tlieir 
object and 'lature. The Naval /Vsyhmi 
lead been iuj^/iitutcd by public spiriU'd per- 
^^^ms, as ji^ongly attached to the naval 
] sei: .-as the hon. baronet, who had sub- 
j SCI lived a sum of 50 , 0001 . for tb(i estahlish- 
meiU. The proposal of the bon. baronet 
went to sluwv a distrust that men having 
acted under such motives, w’oukl not make 
regulations for its management in the same 
•Spirit. f)uch distrtist might exiote discmi- 
teiit in the navy, and a lukhvvarmiiess in 
those w^ho had originated>aiid promoted the 
institution. The commissioners w eiiii com- 
im.sied of 17 gentlemen of the navy, and 
1 I*’Trko Had not been of that profession. 
The l5y.er could not dictate any thing 
inimicaPlo the interests of the navy,* and 
he therefore thought that those wiio had 
framed the institution ni favour of the 
navy, shoulc^ not be deprived of their 
influence upoii^^t by the vote of the hon. 
bar^pnet. J 

Mr. PonsotJj/ observed, that the argu- 
ments emd^i^cd applied only to that 
part of m2t^n wdiich concerned the 

Naval Aj^lum, am^mot aganist that which 
applied ^to the carryinto eftect th 
charter *of Greenwich ’ ’ * 


-charter had, it appeared, b 
* 3 R 



depufrod 
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from^ and therefore there uas a necessity 
for the interference of parliamerjt. He 
suggested, therefore, to the lion? bart 
V whether he eught not to separate tlic ob- 
j JfiWrtrfSiis biJJ, and move, in the first in- 
Uetfllici?,'for iffcll to regulate (jreenwich 
Hospital; and afterw^ards, •Sf it should be 
necessary, brin^ l^rward a motion for a 
bill to regulate vhe Na^al Asylum. 

Sir C. Pole a^eded to'the sug^yestion 
of the right. hnn?Vjent. and confined his 
motion to'the f.rstHbject. 

The Chancellor q^the Exchequer as the 
question had been narroweil, should then 
only say, with respect to tKs Naval Asylum, 
that it would be compet^n to the fton. 
hart-'iCt to move an address to his 
for the Regulations of the Commis/oners, 
and to make them the sulqecl o{\\hy fur¬ 
ther proceeding he might think n(*ressary* 
But as to the remaining pari oV hiy matiun, 
he d;d not think the house could agree to 
it, without having tim charier of the 
liOvSpttal before it. It was as much the 
du^v of the trustees, under the ch.uter, 
to LOiTcct aify abuses that niigl't exist, as 
» It would y jtii of‘*;AJ‘iianR lit w,;re to 
pass tor the purpose. Bui the (juestiuii 
V as^whetlier it would be desirable, if only 
a single candidate, w ho haddiecn connect¬ 
ed with the navy, should* oiler for an 
office, who might not be V'cll (pialified 
as other candidates, that anvNncremptolj^ 
order for his appointment 
ed. He contended tliat there no lUi- 
cessity for an act of parliament. The 
hon. bart. himself had been wdnlst in thel 
office of a lord of the ailniiralty, in a situa¬ 
tion to correct these abuses, and if ho liad 
not done so, it was not*lnattcr of blame to 
him, as he Rad follow ed the course [)ur- 
sued by his predecessors, and if ^uy mis¬ 
chief Jiad arisen, it must have l^ecn only 
from inadvertency on his part. The tvjuse 
he w assure would not accede to tl>e 
until it should have llie chartej^^ of the 
HgSpital before jt. J 

Sir John Newport contended, rnat every 
statement of ths^ right hon. gent, shewed 
the necessity of the bill. A^luises existed, 
it was highly necessary iflmi an act of par¬ 
liament should be made correct them. 
And many of the trustecWould be'glad 
to be protected against thejmplications of 
their friends by the of an act 

of parliament; l)»onet ap- 

ve the thanks of the 
country, for liiA acenratfi 
i interests of a profession U) 

’ wficn an ornament; nr l as to th^ 


1 SOS .—Greenwich Hospital. [qVo 

unfitness of naval men for the offices i|^ 
the Hospital, he never could forget that 
the late lord chancellor had been in that 
profession. 

Mr. M. Montague stated, from b>s !bcal 
and personal knowledge of an estate be¬ 
longing to the Hospital, that no naval man. 
unless Incally acquainted with the circum¬ 
stances and nature of the j)roperty, could 
be capable of conducting or managing it 
for the interests of the hospital. 

Mr. Pole Carciv cont«mded, that either 
there V/cre rules in the charter, requiring 
persons holding offices to be seafaring 
men, or there were not; and that in eitlier 
cast. it w’ould be necessary for the house 
to intcifero, to ‘allow' qualified persons to 
be appoinfecl, or to prevent fiersuiis not 
qualified from being a[>polnted. * 

Sir John Ord could not agree to the mo¬ 
tion, as ho thought it could neither be con- 
si'>:tent v\ith justice nor promote the ad¬ 
vantages of the institution, to take it out 
of the hands of the trustees. 

Sir F. Burden was extremely surprised 
at the opp>(5^itiun given to this bill, which 
Avas to remedy gross abuses aeknovvhxiged 
to be existing. All that had been said ap¬ 
plied solely to the bill, the exceptionable 
parts of which, if any, npl'hu/je left out..^ 
The principal object he ijid in rising, was 
to thank the hon. baronet for the cotfrsc'* 
JU' w'as pursuing in spite all obstacles. 
He could not suppose that the house could 
objc'ct to the introciuction of the bill, be¬ 
cause no negative had b(;en given to the 
stlitement of the hon. baronet. lie never 
had been more astonished, than at the 
frivolous objections which had been made 
to the motion. The object of the bill 
was to inilict a penalty on those who 
should violate the provisions of the charter, 
a*iid he did hope, that the hmi^ wyTd* 
neve^ come to any determlfcSonKthat 
would preclude the hon. ba^met from 
bringing forward his bill. — A division 
then took placed For the motion, 32. 
^gainst ift, 78.'* *M t i|wi ity, 20. 

[Mutiny Bill.] The house resolved 
itself into a committee on the Mutiny 
Bill. 4 

Lord Castlereagh laid, he w'ould explain 
shortly tlie rea#«i^ on wdiich he was in- ^ 
duced to recommend the proposition * 
intended to submit to #ie house. All Hie 
Reasonings an^statements cdt»nected with 
tlRc Army p^fe soleftsyliar to the house, 
lhat he w,juld have held himself ‘bound, 
in regatf* to the^ime of the house, offer 
his mmion without,aijy preface, if the 
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hon. gnu. ()pf>o.'!lte (Mr. Windham) 

( iud not, very cau.HCilessly, in his opinion, 
akcn alarm, as it'this motion oontaiilod in 
- U a principle rainous to the military 
systeiji introduced by that right hon. gnU. 
a eiWrCune since. To many parts of the 
right hon. gent.’s system he had no objec¬ 
tion; the inducements held forth to certain 
descriptions of men, by the llberfy to en¬ 
gage for limited service and by tiic crea¬ 
tion of additional pensions, ht Ingitly ap¬ 
proved of. But what he coin[)lained of 
was, iliat the right hon. gent, con.sidered 
his measure as prescriptive, to be piibserved 
without addition or alteration, contrary to 
what had ever happe ned with respect to 
any other measure. He had no objection 
to limited service, and he had formerly 
promoted to a certain extent, engage¬ 
ments limited in space as well as in time. 
But why should limited service he in a 
manner enforced, to the total exclusion of 
unlimited service, even wdien the men 
'were perfectl}^ satisfied, and desirous to 
enter without limitation. On former oc¬ 
casions, the men^for liniited ser‘pice were 
kept in separate battalions. The right 
hon. gent, mixed them. It w'as not in¬ 
tended to interfere with this any more 
than with any other part of the right hon. 
gent.\ a '■ dement. The right hon. gent, 
complained i^luch of the change about to 
6e introduc ed in the exclusive form of his 
measure: btit no measure, no military ^ 
system, could reasonably claim an exclu¬ 
sive and unalterable* sanction. The right 
hon. gent, might hold himself discharged 
from all responsibility for his m(‘tr>ui\‘, 
after the alterations proposed to be intro¬ 
duced. All responsibility in matters of 
this kind, belonged properly, if not exclu¬ 
sively, to those who were bound to sup¬ 
ply every thing that was deficient, to 
* cur 'x-t every thing that was vicioas in 
the ' sting system. The hoi^e would 
form judgment without any of that 
alarm which the right hon. gentleman 
felt, in his opinion^ without aiiy^ ground. 
The right hon. noi*ight to com¬ 

plain of this as a premature interference 
with his measure. The right hon. gent's, 
system was as p^maturely and abruptly 
introduced fo tlie»abrogation of the Addi¬ 
tional Force act, growing into fullefr 
ficienejr. The right hon. gent.'s measure 
had been passed ^ two years ago, and had 
been itf operati on twen ty months; and 
when the retj^i^ifTsKould^e examined, ii 
^ould be Umi distihet fiW every*other 
i)| this lespect/that madel^o addition^to 




the prior strength of the army. From the 
year 1803, to the present tiiiu-, the army 
bad been, year after year, progressively 
incre.i^ed from 232,000 men to 1,000, 
exclusive of 10,000 which were wanting J 
to complete the militia, and which 'would be / 
furnished in the course of t^ie next tfi,i>dth\ 

In this progressive 7;^icrca.«e, the right hoftf 
gent.'s aclminlsiraiioii had added but t> oc*^ 
7,000 men, w^hicl^ were derived from tlic 
Additional Fo^xe art, an^ therefore not to 
be ati«*ibuted to the right hon. gen^^s mea¬ 
sure. The regular di'^posable I’orce wrfs, in 
1804; in number 14^.000, and in 1808 it 
was ii04,000 ; of W'hich the right hon. 
gent, could claim credit only for the before- 
rrA'iuloned (lOClO, derived from the Addi¬ 
tional Fon’^ act. In the 18 months pre¬ 
ceding the commencement of the Ojiera- 
tion of the right hon. gent.'s measure, 
30,7v8 men were raised. In the 18 months 
during which that measure had been etl'cct- 
ive, the number raised w'as only 20,040 
being a diminution of 4,000. In point of 
comparative value it was to be considered, 
that of tlie preceding number 17,000An<--' 
tered at once for unlimited^serviceAj^the, 
remaining 11 ^^7, cute ring at flfTst 

for limited service,* aftervvSTO^^i^ctendeJp 
their engagements fiiihout rnmLation. 

He repeated, that he was of opinioiN j^ 
principle of limited service ought alway?^ 
to make part of our military code ; and 
he was sadsfted, that without it, the num¬ 
bers of our army could not be kept up. 
But let it be seriously considered, what 
would be the consequence of iwakingit tlie 
exclusive principle. With no less than 
90,000 men now employed in foreign and 
colonial service, how wmuld it be possible 
to maintain an efficient army in our dis¬ 
tant possessions, if it w ou^d be necessary 
to bring home the men at the termination 
of a Short period of service. Every sol¬ 
dier sent to India cost lOO/. for Ifts convey- 
put and home ; and if a regiment was 
to^e sent out, the whole, or the greater 
parntof which wmuld be to be brought back 
at th^nd of 3 years; he begged the 
house consider how^ little service would 
be had mr .so enofthSus an expenco. He 
allbwted, tW a limited engagement might 
answer verJ^ well for European service, 
l^utall hcAvishcd was, a fair option toj}^ 
individual to form his engagement, so^nat 
some pof^^n of our army, and that as 
larg^ ^ port%|rias might be, shojild consist 
of men engaget^^ life.^ Let 4t b^ co'n- 
sidured how large*t?>gmrMon oi%ouj^my 
was already engaged T^lifritfd^rvice 
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gent/s plan was not speculative, and thal 
was the permanent burthen of 450,000/. » 
year which it imposed on the country, in 
the shape of additumal pensions, an in¬ 
cumbrance which nniftt incicase coSit,^inj" 
ally. These reasons, he conceived, would 
he fully sufl'jcient fo satisfy the coininill<‘e 
of the propiiety of not depriving such men 
as were inclined, of a fail option to eniist 
for lift*. I le therefore moved, that a clause 
be introduced allow mg that caption. 

^Ir. ]] hidham spoke , at consiciorablo 
lcni;tli*^ae;hin,st the danse, the sulistanc e 
ot whidi le: conl« ncled, was not only uns- 
chievous in itso'i', hut also it was in- 
fendc'il to do away the systi-m estahlidied 
tw’'o years snu'e with the iull apjuohaiion 
of ttie house, after long and delilxnaU- 
considoralioii and maciire discussion—We 
objected to tlie mode in wliicli ’hat sys¬ 
tem was thus covertly umh rniined, ty 
tliose who did not dare to niakf it the 
ofiject ol open attack. A c.ause of this 
k nd was re jected in 180b, because it ’ ‘ nt 
to coinUcract the genera 1 elVect e 
measure ; and a great jiart of llu 
Iiad declared the same opinion sinrt 
did not complain thaithis |)rocce(linL ' 
brouelit forwaid in the sliajie ot a ( i. 
in the Mutiny Eiii, but that . 

forward in so late a stag(| wiiliout ai 
notice, and at a time winni the Muti 
Bill must be passed wn'h »» little del'd} 
as to allow' no adequate length of delibe¬ 
ration'or discussion.* Jt was only on this 
day se’niiL;ht that an indistmt l declara- 
kofv of his intentions on ihis head was 
wrung from the noble lord by him ; and 
only last night that he had seen thenohh' 
lord’s motion in the form m w hicli it was 
to be oflered to the house. His measure 
had been, like the present, brought for¬ 
ward in the shape of a clause in the^Mu-. 
tiny Bill. But the nature of that yeasurc 
had long before been detailed ^to the 
house, and the clause itself Had been 
printed^ and (ircula^d among the mem¬ 
bers, and r<?y)cateiU 5 Mbi»cussed, long before 
the* house was called to decide upon if. 
The present proceeding was like putting a 
parcel into the handsaof the driver of a 
stage coach, .while he^was yet going on, 
with a hint thal hg^should suffer no one to 
examine its contents, but plead, against 
every call to stop, the lateness of ffie hour* 
and the necessity of his arrival ni the ap¬ 
pointed ni spgcies of pro¬ 

ceeding wbi^ he suppo^^he musfryot 


D83] 

only ; and here he could not help express¬ 
ing hig satisfaction, that it was not now the 
object of consideration how^ an anljfy wa.s 
to be raised, but huw' a very flourishing 
^rmy already^n cxi.^tence should be main- 
ftarh e^L The present regular army of the 
Vino con^^i^ted of !201',9f^O n^in, and he was 
sorry to sa}', that of llie.iO, including the 

* men cnlistc d uiultT tlie^right hen. gent.’s 
measure, liill 70,\)00 were engaged for li¬ 
mited .'>crvice. The riumb(*r misedruhtU r 
the'right hf;n. gerit.’s measure w’as‘J6,000, 
and they \rere ail united service.* All 
the foreign corps were, from their origin, 
engaged lor limited service ; the garrison 
battalions w’crc also limited^ and the vo¬ 
lunteers from the militia, wifi.the excep¬ 
tion of 0 or 7,000. It w’as niiitter of very 
serious consideration, to think that tlie 
30,000enlisted thi.^ year would all He entit¬ 
led to their dis! harge at the sanii jjcriod, .se¬ 
ven vear.s hem e. It wa'< also very inateliai 
tocoiisider liow’ thi.s principle, ifexclu.sively 
acteil ujjan, would allcct our peat estab- 

-^‘is^iineii!.. Supposing a peal e establishment 
( of I|/),000 men, and .'3ii,000 of these tube 
dKcfia'rged in and a w’a^to follow' 

• in th t ,y ' .’n* of'’ the f.exf; ’w hat would be 
the s‘iile of the cfuintry. He contended 
tb.'*5 uie right hon. geat.’s measure would 
not cover its own w aste, and that of the 
tiimy in general, lie inaiinained tliatthe 
enlistment for life of those who, on having^ 
the option should prefer engaging for life, 
would not discourage others from engag¬ 
ing tor year>. He could not under.stand 
how good faith wa.s violated, when no ex¬ 
tension of an existing engagement for li¬ 
mited service was demanded or allow'eil, 
and when rdl that was intended was to al¬ 
low a liberiy of a larger engagt iuent to 
those w ho were free and willing to make 
it. The light hoif. gent, opposite Jniight 
say, that* though the ordinary recruiting 
under his measure w'as not ccjualjy pj/j- 
ductive as the ordinary recruiting by^^re, 
combined with the Additional Fory act, 
it was superior to the previous ordinary re¬ 
cruiting alone. Certainly so itvas; but 
then the AdditionafFArce act \^s becom¬ 
ing every day more producjye, when it 
was repealed. The ordinaw recruiting 

made more y^roductiv^ under the 
ri^St hon. gent’s plan, by multiplying the 
tiumbcr of recruiting partie&^^qnd mea¬ 
sure, also by the threjjrof reduction 
54 adjJiifKuial battalions, 
Splete their /?stab- 
men each before six 
only of the ri*ght hon. 


(D. k — r 1- t 

call a trick,y.,y|, which, in strict legal Me- ' 
fuiition, h^nusi. be ^llowct^to call a fraLrV 
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a fraud was quod aliud agit, aliud siumlat. 
'^iie clause now proposed, by gradually 
changing the enlistment from limited to 
"Tn^anitod service, would go to undeimine 
uiid\itirtr<iy the system introduced twi) 
years ago. The eftect of the clause \v(mld 
be most important, and tlie house ought 
to have the fullest notice and the fairest 
opijortunity of considering it in all its 
beaimgs. He reminded tlie house, that 
when, on a inernorable occasion, some 
propositions wens niad(“ with respi et to 
(latlioiic sol'viiers, to which no objection 
was fon’M'cn at the tiine, ujioii ils appear- 
ing afterwards that objections might be 
,eX]}ected, llic propositions were w ilhdrawn 
Iroin the .Mutiny Bill, anti put to the sense 
of tlie house in a separate bill. It uas 
disi^aceful that the present measure should 
be lirouglit forward iii the present form 
He was glad to I'md that the noble lord 
had so far correeted ius former sentiments, 
as to allow that it whis matcnal to tlie 
army to allow the liberty of engaging for 
liiiHt('d seivict*. The noblt lord atid his 
fnoiuis had formerly contended, and eon- 
teiidc'd with great vehemence, that the 
men ho embraced the profession of arms 
Were etju ilJy ready to enlist for life as for 
a term of y<*vu\f^ He was now compelled 
to abandon tins c'pinion ; yet could not pre- 
"^vau^ipoii biinsell lo reliiK|uish it aitugeiticr, 
but, by the nvffM absuid of ail anange- 
ments, wo’ c! line pait (jt the army on 
one footing. aiKl pari 6\\ the other* Did 
the noble Ion! iiiieiid tiia* the men en- 
gaj:<‘ i lot unlimited service should be kej^t 
in di'jUnct bodiC', and ajiproprrated to to- 
rei:,m service, it w'ould be easy to see¬ 
the inccjnvcmem cs iliat would result from 
that course, and ihe^ impossibility, indeed, 
of executing it As the numbers were to 
be une.|uai, how' were they to bc^ clij,^ 
tiibuted be'avL’C'i the tw'o battalions? On 
the olle r *^nj.position, the disecmtents that 
u'ould prevail in the ariTiy, and the injuries 
that would be clone lo discipline hj* having 
men enlisted, in an incOni^^ratc moincni^ 
for unlimited service, along-sidc men wdio 
\verc engaged only for a term of years, 
were too striking to 'equirc elucidation. 
He would come now'to tlie statemenls, as 
set forth on a paper printwl by consent at 
• the close of the. last session, and arr.inged 
- in opposite tolumiii for the greater conve¬ 
nience of^iimparison. The noble lord 
denied him the of mak-ing any ad 

dition^ the aii^ It was uo^lit that 
he haOTnever ^imed. Qis qnf^ure had 
been^ Rill ofcerayoy^ not. 


lord h^id said, for eighteen months, but for 
twelve; and during those twelve months, 
such hri been its eflects, and such, above 
all, the maiAicr of producing 4hose ellects, 
as niight leave to the advoca^s of the nma- \ 
sure, nothing to be renuired, however much 
mii^ht have bec;A expected, from the result 
of any further trial. In the first quarter, 
it had produc ed at^he rate of 11,000 men 
u-yca^-; in the K(‘coud quarter, at the val« 
of l3,()Ti0; in the third quarter, at the 
ratc^ of 21,000 ; and in the fourth quarter, 
at the rate of 2-1,000. * It w as cKjrtainly no 
little praise: that it so soon eqivallcd the 
effect of the onlinary and extraordinary 
la-ci^iiting which was in fori e before it; 
and'the maiffter in whic h it cllccted its 
purjmse, was, in itself, sulVicient lu give it 
a suj)crii)rily over thc^ measures which 
were now* brouglil in^^o comparison w ith it, 
'I’he jioble lord's boast, that his measures 
had defne as imich, was much the same 
sort as that of gentlemen known at A?.! ley's 
and Hughes's by the name of Mr. Mcrry- 
maii, wdio^^e oflice in the piece was 
peat whatever had bev>ii chme^iv' the 
mg performer, 

tlie only circumstance w'li^:h could re)f^ 
tile ieat of any value. Sliouhl the: pnne? ^ 
tumbler, for instance, throw w hat is called 
a soAier:)et, that i> to .-^ay, tuin heels over 
head m the air, M i .A'lt-rryman instantly 
reeled over on llic floor, ujjon liis head 
and his breech, and then looked cunningly 
round to ilic^ spe^ tvitors, as whit'-houid say, 
uive luU 1 done the same thing, it the 
raiei Cil any tnne vaulted into the sacklle 
b\ j) lacing his liaiid on the poimnel, Mr. 
Mervvin m climbed up by tlu‘ mam* or the 
tail, and triumphed m the iclcaol his being 
equaliy seatccl. It was the *merit of his 
iiR-asure that it‘raised thc^iiien by the or¬ 
dinary recruiting alone; while thc\mea¬ 
sures'with wdiicli it was compared, pro- 
cui'^llUhein by means expensive and 
violcmVind wdiich exliausted the sources 
of recri\ing in future. The comparfson 
bc'iw'ceu extraordinary measures of 
other admiS^trations,. a?id his measure, 
was just theXaine as that of a man with 
100,000/. capiat!!, with a man having 
10,000/. a-yeay The former could ex- 
ceedT the other fc^r a period, even of 
couple of years, by 10,000/. a-year; bu 
at the end of ^lat time> the capityst 
would be in gaol, the other \|ould 

' be jogging on at theS^e t:^dimin||hed 




rate of 40*,000/. a-year, his i^aaurd 
heen but twelve months in fo?^ 


ble prodvXo^^qualledthatof tbe*pri(yordiiary* 
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^pCCV^Uii^g , t];^ s^dditioml force act to- 
during the six months that they 
most productive. When tl^ noble 
V (jf 3d,o6o men from the militia, 

C it §^oi»ld never be lost sight of that many of 
the^were eftlieted into the militia as sub¬ 
stitutes, costing,,at times, pO or 70 guineas, 
to which was to be added, the further 
bounty for entering ic'to the line. As to 
the reflection on the nun[\ber of boys in- 
introduced under his measiwe, be* knew 
not on w'hat the idea w'as founded. The 
system of limited se rvice had apparently 
no more tendency to get boys instead of 
men, than other systems had to get boys 
instead of girls. If there was any •such 
tendency, it would be the highest recom¬ 
mendation of the measure, as it could 
proceed from nothing but the greater 
readiness with.which parents would part 
wdth their children, when •there was a 
hope of their return, than when they con¬ 
sidered the service as carrying them away 
for ever. On this topic of boys, he should 
jlad to know if w^hat he had heard was 
i\:, that in certain militia regiments, 
some of lllyt .*’ f^om the place in 

\vJ j /**' he was splaking, there were not 
numerous* boys received, but paid 
' also in a way diflerent from what they 
were in the army, that is to say, pJaced 
upon full pay. As to the increased al- 
low^ances from Chelsea, that w^as a measure 
which stood on its own grounds, and re¬ 
quired to be adopted on the bare consi¬ 
derations of justice and humanity. An 
attempt was mgde to account for the sue. 
cess of the late system by the increased 
number of recruiting parties, and an in¬ 
sinuation conveyed at the same time that 
they were encreased for the purpose. The 
multiplication of recruiting parties arose, 
not from the government, por^from any 
desire to promote the execution of his 
-measure; it proceeded from a nuai^r de¬ 
cidedly adverse to his measurey^ir was 
.besides .w^ell known, that the urultiplica- 
tion of recruiting parties beymjtl a certain 
proportion, dinjinished, inst^<& of increas¬ 
ing the number of recruityf the competi- 
tion 60 excited was nty of that sort by 
which,. as sopetimes hafpens, production 
was increase/l, but that 5f which only 
^'^effect was, to add to one what was taken 
^om another. fJothin^ould betray more 
f of corroctne^ftthinking, than the 

mij^e tkat pgp^iltned in this respect^ 
thist^pic fell to^ 

\yirj:k lil(^sc|wl hoys, af^ sajd, if^so 
“■‘Hing parties will proAuceJso 


many men, how many more wilJ be p}k>* 
duced by a number so much grcatel; 
but they forgot the condition, that tile 
parties must nave enough to work upo»:, 
and that, without that, they^^ouM /6hly 
pull against one another. The fifty-four 
second battalions, let it be remembered, 
to which allusion had been made, were 
created by the preceding administration. 
With a full establishment of officers, and 
no men, they could not be left a burthen 
on the country. It wasliard to oblige the 
ofticers to complete the* numbers to a cer¬ 
tain amount: but it w as a hardship that 
w as necessary; and when the increase 
was called tor, it was inevitable to allow’' 
the regiments to send out their parlies. 
The permission given to the Irish militia 
to volunteer, and the competition bet^jeen 
the rcgimenls, each seeking to get its 
share, was another cause of the multipli¬ 
cation of recruiting parties ; and in all 
those cases the government had nothing to 
do with the matter. With respea t to the 
deserpons, theinumber had decreased under 
his measure. Without troubling the house 
with figures, he would generally say, that 
from the commencement of the year 1805, 
to the introduction of the late system m 
I the middle of 1800; \yiethcr \he trial 
I were made by quarterlf’periods or haM 
yearly; w-liether in G.^Britain aloiy.^jn 
Ireland alone, or in G. B^tain and Irelai^ 
taken together; whether by head quarters 
i recruiting, or district recruiting, or by the 
two combined, in whatever way the com¬ 
parison was; the regular recruiting had 
gradually declined; that after the intro¬ 
duction of that system it had gradually 
increased, and that since tfie noble lord 
came into office, it had again gradually 
declined. In the last half year of the last 
•system, the ordinary recruiting alone had 
beak the ordinary recruiting of the corres¬ 
ponding period in the preceding year, 
with the Additional Force 3*11 ipto the 
baigain. The Tormer exceeded 11,000 
men, wihile (^uattcr only rose to some- 
* thing above 10,000. This n^w proposi¬ 
tion would not get a man more for the 
army, but pn th^e contrary, woujd go- to 
keep many men out of it. On this head, 
some deference was due to the authority 
of himself an3 his friends on the subject, 
as the measure which^tHc clause meant to 
effect originated w ith '-hcim and as they 
hc>d distinctly de^ared, and s)i 9 .wn by 
their (^tfOuct, fhat troy/tKought^hatsu^h 
a clau^f^ould destroy^Ae effe^ of tpe 
measpfe. I Th€ military pl|\n hfd 
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proposed, prorceded on tfte principle of 
i/oliorating the future condition of the 
soldiers, by the prospect of future advaii- 
it vt-as necessary tlierefore that con^ 
fideSyJ^-feould be inspired into the people 
to ij;ive it its duo elfect. But the clause 
no\v proposed wont to destroy confidence 
uiaI to diflusc distrust. If it was expected 
from what had been said the other night 
by a noble lord, it was intended evenfeally 
to allow those soldiers W'ho had enlisted 
for a term of yeprs, to change that term 
for life, this would be an atrocious breach 
of faith; for tlie proldhition which now 
existed was the protection of the soldier, 

, and were it to be removed he would he 
exposed to tlie solicitations and nltimatcly 
to the vengeance of his officers. After 
arguing at considerable length on these 
topics he concluded, by expressing his 
hopes tiiiit the house would rise w'ith one 
common feeling of indignation against the 
in.V*dious attempt, which was made without 
any phmsiblo pretext whatever, to de-itroy 
that which after deliberate and rj^peated 
discussion had received the solemn sanc¬ 
tion of parliament. 

(General Tarlclo7i said, that in any other 
country he should think the principle of 
^ limited serviff^ a good one ; hut in this 
* country he thijuglit it w^ould be dangerous 
^ 'to#tr]opt it, on accouni of the extent of its 
colonies. Tiiierr wa'^ likewise another 
point of view in which he considered it as 
very objectionable, namely, the necessity 
that there w as of having a large army at 
all times in readiness to oppose 
.schemes of invasion which it was beyond 
a doubt Buonaparte never for a moment 
lost sight of, in the prosecution of the pre¬ 
sent war. The hon. general, however, did 
nr)t confine himself to the question imme¬ 
diately before the house, but availed him¬ 
self of the latitude of debate permitted in 
a committee, to take a general view of the 
defence of the country. Ancl in order to 
establish its security a firm batis, he 
was of opinion that iJ;^dS»ould d3e highly 
expedient to assemble all the regula-s, 
militia, and vdlunteers, in different camps 
round the metropolis, and there to keep 
them in constant exercise, so that when 
the hour of danger came,^every man might 
‘ know his place, tie wished also, that 
a' part th^^llillety should be thrown 
into the rmi J the army; and, for this 
purpose^e ftould be extremely ^5 \f 


he ^If of Wi 
to Nottingl 
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and, for the defence of that country, he 
proposed, that feidr different corps-d^arm^e 
should he formed and stationed at Dublin, 
Aihlone, J)lalIow, and Brbtigh. From 
Ireland he passed to America^ and, in con*- 
templating the possibility <if a war with 
that country, he thoi^ght that it would be * 
right to set up In array irt Canada. From 
America he passed to the East Indies, and 
recommended tlie^ precautions necessary 
for frUs^tratiqg \he projects of Buonaparte 
upon our possessions in that part of the 
W’orld.> Glancing at the present situation 
of Sweden, the hon. general pronounced it 
to be his opinion, that no British troops 
shqjdd be sent tjo the aid of our ally; but 
th'ii^t he shou^ be supported by large pe¬ 
cuniary succours, and by the German 
legion, tiic casualties of which w'ould be 
more eeMly supplied abroad than in this 
country, as jt consisted entirely of foreign¬ 
ers.* ^'he rest of the army ought to be 
concentrated in England and Ireland j for, 
in one or other of these countries, the 
battle must be fought, and thither, 
might depend upon it, all the force'^rtch 
he had (Employed ugjjjji^he coi^n^lL 
I IIl"*lwiii|i|htTlnce-• 

of the kingdom ought*therefore^! be 
guarded with the utmost vigilance, 
Bupnaparte invaded our shores with hiT* 
numerous and formidable legions, would 
it be sufficient to oppose to him Magna 
Charta, our constitution, or a friendly and 
conciliating opposition ? it would, per¬ 
haps, be objected to him, that military men 
were fond of wav; but the hon. general 
assured the committee, that this was by no 
means the case; at least he, individually, 
was not fond of war, though he had fought 
and bial, and was ready to die in defence 
of his country. On these grounds the hon, 
and gajlant general gaV£ his decided sup¬ 
port to the clause of his noble friend, em- 
po'^ring recruitihg for life. 

Secretary at War w^as n6t sorry for 
giving]mrecedertce to the ^llftnt general. 
The s^iments that fell from him'were 
just and^rect, and he frilly concurred in 
them. It^as not Ms intention to follow 
the right ^op. gent. (Mr. Windhatn) 
through the kng speech delivered by him, 
w^Wch was as usual chacMterized by brll-^ 
liancy and eloquence. 'The right 
gent, had dwelt at considerable 
the shortness of the notice giVeh,, 
the mode of proceeding adop 
when it was considered th|t ti 
had been frequently befbre^eb 
hlbj^eKcit&i ^rw^h of the JMatirc w 
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he trvested the house would feel that the 
notice given, which was upwards of a 
week, would be deemed reasonable. The 
principle of the amcrulnient was to Vemedy 
a very serious inconvenience, which would 
arise from th/i army being deprived of a 
great number of men, who, had they the 
option proposed, would continue in it. He 
contended, that this would remedy the 
evil to be apprehendei to the public ser¬ 
vice, which would inaterifilly suffer'^vitli- 
out its adoption.—A division Iht'ii took 
place, when there appeared for tint clause 
proposed by lord Cifstlercagh 109 ; against 
it lOO; majority 09. 


HOUSE OF ('OMMONS. 

Wednesday, March 9. 

[Exchequer Bills.] 7'he house went 
into a committee of ways and iiu'aus.. 

Tlie Chancellor qf ihc Exchequer, in pur¬ 
suance of the notice he liad given on a 
. former day, was about-to propose to the 

t e, to fund a certain portion of the 
lequer Bills now outstanding. The 
lo fund four 

“ons of thes« exchequer Bills; and 
per cent, stock was that with re¬ 
spect to which the contractors for loan'' 
made most difficulty, being desirous, as 
much as possible, to exejude it from their 
bargains, and to make tlieir biddings i.s 
much as possible in the three per cents, he 
thought a considerable facility and jidvan¬ 
tage towards the negotiation of the ensu¬ 
ing loan would be gained, If it could bc' 
so arranged as that these 4,(;00,000/. of 
exchequer bills should, as far as possible, 
be funded in five per cents. Tlys would 
take off frorft the loan the weigiit of five 
per cent, .stock, ^hich was* considered by 
the sui}scrihers as a dead weigh't on the 
three per cents, and of course remlfied 
the biddings le.ss favourable tham^cy 
would otherwise be. The loan wj/ald not 
be Contracted for before Easttj/ and of 
course the sinking fund on thisjprt \\oul(l 
be free till that lime. Thisyfrrangeinent 
would-afford 4,000,000/. to^^rds the sup¬ 
ply, and would so far redhee the loan for 
the year. Thrfigh all the supplies fot^tlie 
^year were not wet voted, and of course it 
‘ js not possible exactly lo determine the 
^unt that vould be wanted ; yet there 
^•Veason to think, that the amount of 
V excAquer bills, out of the market, 
V £? 8,000,t)()0/. for 

7his sum Cbnsidera^^lv 


i vear 


under what the sinking fund for the year 
would be able to discharge, it was rea.soij.- 
able to conclude, that the loan may 
negociated under terms of extraordir^;##--— 
advantage, particularly when ^he^prj^nt 
arrangement should bo discoimecTWfiroin 
the loan, and brought info fhe market at 
separate tunes. I’lie facility wh'ch ho 
hoped would bo given by taking the five 
per qcats. out of the loan, would aNo b(‘ a 
mutual advantage. Ho proposed to give 
ail option to the holders of exchetiuer 
bllls,^ fOMSubscribe ihehi either wholly in 
five pl‘r cents, or partly In fivi' and partly 
in four per cents. As the advantage to 
the public from a subscription in five per 
cents, was so such greater, he proposed to 
allow an cxoljange of 105/. five per cents, 
for every 100/. exchoijuer bills, the in¬ 
terest to commence from the 5th of Jan, 

If the subscription sliould be made jointly 
in five and four per cents, the rate h(» 
proposed wa^, .SO/, of the latter, and 6SL 
4-s. of the former: the mterest to com¬ 
mence on the .yh of April. If the whole 
4,000,t)00/. should be funded in five per 
cents, the capital to be provided for would 
be 4,‘20(),(K>0/. If tfie funding should 
take placed in mixed stork in the propor¬ 
tions he stated, llie amount of capital would 
he in five per cents. 152,.W^.; in four |)er* 
('ents. 10(),0(X)/.; making together 25.3,1^9/,^ 
He them made a statemei^of the charges 
of inanageincnt and sinking fund, accord¬ 
ing to bolli arrangements. In a compari¬ 
son of the. n-lative advantage of the terms 
with an inve.stment in tlie three per emits, 
ho allowed tliat a hill of .something about 
one per < ent. had taken place in >he five 
per cent-., in cunscqueiiee of the know¬ 
ledge of the intentiou to make this addi¬ 
tion to the amount of that .stock. But a 
proportionate* fall would take place in the 
ifiree per cents, if it vv(‘re fixed that that 
stock *should be the medium of the fund¬ 
ing, and thfj capital to*be provided for in 
that ysloi.k, according to a calculation on 
the mos^ acr tii-ate princi[»lcs, wmid be 
4,25.3,057/. He (Wn moved, that for every 
100/. exchequer liilE, funded on the 18tli 
of March, there be allow ed a capital stock 
of 105/. five per cents, bearing interest . 
from the ISt of Jan. ; or a joint stock of 
()3/. 45. five per' cent.?, and 50/. four per , 
cents, bearing interest frcjjm 3th.ol 

April next. 

N^er a short convcr^^atic.,!, tftiyresolution 
>|’’as Jg4*eec^o ; and also^^iother, limitiu*^^ '• 
the amodJl of exehcquer^ills to ft thus 
funded 4,000,»00/, ^ V 
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[Conduct of Marouis WfllesleV— 
|)UDE Charge.] The order of the day 
read for resuming the adjourned 
l^at^ <^he Oude Charge, 

~‘nkestme rose, and began by stat¬ 
ing some alteration in his Ilesolutions. 
He then observed, by way of preliminary 
oi)servations, on the complaint made by 
marquis Wellesley's friends of the delay 
111 bringing forward this question.* For 
bis own part, he had used as much haste 
as was consistent* with the importance of 
the subje(;t, and the time indispensably 
necessary to read and maturely consider 
the voluminous documents produced and 
- printed on the subject. He also disclaimed 
any attempts to prejudice the public mind 
against marquis^ Wellesley by means of 
tliL^ press; but he doubted extremely 
wliether the friends of the noble marquis 
rould say as much. lie had seen but three 
pamphlets on the subject, only one of 
which appeared in any degree hostile to 
the noble marquis; and the other two 
were written to bias the* public mind in 
his favour, and were distributed gratis, not 
only to the members of tbaHiousc,4nit^ 


like manner through all the principal ta¬ 
verns and coffee houses in London. Even 
. some of the Resolutions which he himself 
had first offered to the house, had been 
[/ublished in the Papers with Alterations 
and Comment^ and this publication he 
could with certainty trace to the frjends 
of the noble marquis*, from the circum¬ 
stance, that they were precisely in the 
form in which he had transmitted tlN?se' 
Resolutions to tliem, but in which he had 
subsequently made some verbal altera¬ 
tions. He did not complain of this; 
he left the house and the country to judge 
of the fairness and decency of such a pro¬ 
ceeding, and of the strength of the caflse 
which required such assistance; 4}ut he 
did say, that those, who helclsuch a con- 
iluct theihselves, should have been th^ 
very last to cry out tt any attem])ts to 
prejudice the public miniK—AIT attempts, 
however, of the sort he utterly disclaimed 
for his part; and he equally denied the 
“knowledge of any such by any other per¬ 
son.— Having premised thus much, the 
noble lord proceeded to bis Charges against 
the noble marquis, to which he entreated 
tfte serioCis auction of the house. If he 
shouldbjdTable to establish this c^.se, 
n o man woul^more sincerely regr^A than 
tha^le had ever tresp^issed ujfon 
theiime of/ie house: but should he be 
al^ to sunaia^his c£e, he trusted the 

/Voi. X.V - 


house would git^e to it the gravest con$(^ 
deration, and adopt those measures which 
a sense* of public justice ^nd national ho¬ 
nour shoultr dictate, unbiasseil by feelings 
of favour or prejudice. The noble lord 
then proceeded to recapitulate the cir- ^ 
cumstances, urider w^ich the interference 
of marquis Wellesley in the affairs of the 
reigning Nabob of f)ude originated; which 
interference tewninated in the violation of 
soleifin tfeaty between the East Indi^ 
Comjiany and the Nabob, and, by depriv¬ 
ing that prince of alV authority whatever 
and controul within his own dominions, 
left him entirely at the mercy of the East 
India Company. In this case, the house 
wefe called ^ to judge between the noble 
marquis and the nabob; but he begged 
the house to recollect, that, in truth, there 
was only one party before them. The 
marquis Wdllesley had every advantage. 
The' cTise was to be tried on his own 
grounds: the only documents, his own ac¬ 
count of the transaction. He was before 
the house, if not in person, at least repre¬ 
sented by» friends and relat ions, 
bound to frii 

ship, by services, by obligationS 
nabob, on the other hand, had no 
sentalive but such as the justice of 
caifSe and the cruelty of the oppression he 
had suffered had called forth. He had no 
i^eans of telling his story ; no opportunity 
of producing his proofs. The house ought 
to look with a partial and indulgent eye to 
his else. However, as the advocate of 
the nabob, he asked for nothing but jus¬ 
tice ; sheer naked justice—;justice founded 
on the facts as lord Wellesley liad himself 
related them ; and he was sure that, if the 
house would but give a fair bearing to the 
case, these facts thus detailed would be 
sufficient to induce the house to mark, with 
the severest reprobation, the conduct of 
th^mobJe marquis: he hoped, too, to 
affortlLsome relief and mitigation to the 
unfortwate nabob.—Lord Folkestone then 
proceet^^ to comment upon the treatment 
which tlS^iabob had ^experienced from 
the hands lord Wellesley, as detailed in 
the papers oTi4he table of the house; and, 
^king the course he Ifcd pursued in his 
Resolutions, to make gooi the grounds < 
which they were founder—In 17S)8> iPTo 
nabob ascended the muslud 
vince of Oude, and on th\t occa<i||Ci en¬ 
tered into a treaty with 
Company ; w^hich, being ibl last Amptict 
tw’een .the two powers, rausi A coh- 
‘ed as their future 
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, tfito. It was a gross disgraceful breach of 
tlwit tr^ty ^vith which lord Wellesjey was 
breach unaccompamed by 
libiy ^^rcumstances of excuse ot palliation, 
ill4ainuch as the other party, the nabob, 
^ OA his side ever shoM^ed himself a scrupu- 
lf>tis and attentive observer <.>f all the provi¬ 
sions of it.—The treaty of 1708 provided, 
that the entire defencenf the territories of 
Oude, as w^ell against internal, as against 
eicjternal enemies, was ’to rest with the 
Company, in return foi which the nabob 
was to pay, by mwthly instalments, an 
annual subsidy of 7(3 lacks of rupees, or 
912,000/- sterling; that for this purpose 
of defence the Company should constantly 
retain in Oude a force ot^ from l O' to 
13,000 men ; and that if at any time the 
defence of Oudo required the prc^^encc of 
more than 13,000 men, the nabob should 
defray the expence of the (jilfcrencp.— 
By this treaty it was further stipulated, 
that if at any time the monthly instal- 
. ments of the subsidy should fall in arrear, 
the Company should then require security 
futiig g re gular payjiiept of the 
e' en aP 

coiifo^mcation witK other states, w as taken 
fpit^the nabob; but full authority over 
internal affairs of the country, over 
his household aflairs, hereditary dominions, 
his troops, and his .subjects,*' was left to 
him by the expre.-^s Avords of the trenty,-jr 
The house should observe the circum¬ 
stances under which I his nabob mounted 
^he musnud. By the interference’of the 
Company in behalf of his hereditary right, 
his predecessor, an acknow Icdged usurper, 
was removed.—But it is to be ob^^erved 
that this man, probably con^rioujw of the 
weakness of Ids title and riie instability of 
his tenure, had eiuleavoured to acquire 
the affections of fhe troops by unlloiinded 
largesses, so that, when the change took 
placed the new nabob found them dis^n- 
tented at the change and disalfeuted to 
his person.—Again, the two ])rf?ceding 
;reigni bad been signalized by grmt profu- 
■sion and cxpcnce : the ailairs c^he coun¬ 
try had been ne^ected, its mianccs dila- 
«^idated, agriculture negl%:l«d, the trea¬ 
sury emptied, aftd the most burthensome 

J nposedfon the people.—UiTdlr 
rcumst&ces, considering the close 
ion sutsUting betw'een the Coin- 
d the J^vereighs of Oude, it was 
dy djiirabie to the former that a 
I alluded system of policy should 
ifedj^and a reform e,stpblished in 
1 attd militaT y;arg^y \-ftment qj&<liel 


country.—It certainly was ho leife the' in^ 
tcrest of the nabob—it was his Wish loo—t 
w'€ have frequent expressions of that wishj^ 
aye, and actions too in cohfortjiitygtltjgtfi- 
with, notwithstanding all the ai>AM?tions 
of lord Wellesley to the contrary.—Ac-^ 
cording then, to this evident interest of the 
two contracting parties, an article was in¬ 
serted in the treaty of 1798, that such a 
reform should be set about, and that the 
nabob sliould advise with the Bengal go¬ 
vernment;. on the occasion. The nabob, 
on his part, faithhiliy acted according to 
this stipulation.—Numerous are the pas- 
•sages in the papers to which I could refer 
for proof of'this assertion.—I will, how¬ 
ever, only detain the house with one. It 
is a pa.ssagc m one of Col. Scott*^ letters ; 
" the assertion made by his excellency of 
its being his desire to dismiss or get rid 
of his present troops by degrees is, I be¬ 
lieve, strictly true; and consistent with 
that intention, he long ago prohibited the 
filling up of vacancies; so that the battal- 
liuns called regiilar, excepting those under 
Almas, are not more than half their coin- 
of And the house must 

not suppose that this exception of the 
troops of Almas was any contravention to 
this agreement; they’^ are the troops which 
sir J. Craig on his evidence states he could 
alone depend upon in the hour of dangt:r ; 
and the avowed dispositiofl^bf their leader 
to appear independent of the nabob, and 
to look to the protection of the British, 
preclude the possibility of any favour hav¬ 
ing been shewn to him from improper 
inotivt^.—Equally punctual was the nabob 
in fulfilling the other stipulations of the 
treaiy*. The subsidy* was paid regularly 
to the day^ This is over and over again 
acknowledged by lord W.; and we have 
cal. Scott’s own testimony, that the 
nabob M as determined in all things to ful¬ 
fil, with miiyite regularity, his peculiar en¬ 
gagements with the Company. • So much 
lor thfe nabob; no\i for the Bengal govern¬ 
ment ; fdor months had scarcely elapsed, 
frhni the signature of the treaty of 1798, 
when lord W. arrived in jndia; and he 
forthwith forms a plan in direct opposition 
to the provisions of it,« for the total reduc¬ 
tion of the troope of the nabob.'* Other 
affairs, however, of importance prevent his 
lordship from proceeainj,^ imm£diately*in 
the business; and it 

month before any scheme ^ the" sort was 
bfought to maturity, ilt that p»e/io3r 
however, having overthrOwmdhe'po^ero^ 
Tippoo, he begat to^t^.^ps IbrxUie 
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purpose of putting into execution his pro¬ 
ject in Oudc. With this view he orders 
troops to march into the country.—The 
pi\^es^ed oj^ject of their introduction, was 
«deleix:e^$aiQSt the threatened invasion ot 
Zemaun ^ah ; but the real reason being so 
to overburthen the treasury of the nab^ob, 
as to compel him to disband his own forces; 
for the house will recollect, that those ad¬ 
ditional troops were to be paid by* him. 
There was, however, another convenient 
motive with lord W.; the relief of the Com¬ 
pany's finances. In vain did fhc«habob 
remonstrate against this measure ; in vain 
did he plead the provisions of the treaty. 
Lord W. argued, that he was bound to 
defend him ; and that it was impossible 
for him to do so, unless he maintained, in 
hi^ dominions at all times, forces sufllcient 
to contend against the most distant and 
improbable contingencies. The house 
doubtless will be astonished at such an ar¬ 
gument being gravely stated and seriously 
urged; yet so it is, and on no better 
foundation were troops poured ki upon 
the unfortunate nabob, till he was actually 


compelled, in order to fnuL 
payment of them, to disband his own 
troops. This resolution being once adopt¬ 
ed, the work was proceeded in with dili¬ 
gence. No proposals of Scott’s were ob¬ 
jected to; the nabob patiently acfjuiesced 
in every sugg^^ion, and things went on 
under his sole direction. One should 
therefore have hoped that the Bengal go¬ 
vernment would now at length have been 
satisfied, the means of security, which' 
they wished for, were obtained, the inter¬ 
ference, which they thought necessary, 
was accomplished ;, their troops w ere in 
possession of the country, and the nabob’s 
power and person at their mercy. Not 
so, however, could lord W. be satisfiecU— 
The country was exhausted, and there 
was danger that, at some time^ the subsidy 
would ndt be regularly paid. Harrassed 
by renewed and incieasing applic*ations, 
the nabob at length expKssed'^pprehcn- 
sions to this eflect; < he in truth accoTn- 
panied it by assurances of his best endea- 
* vours to remedy the danger, and an offer 
to lay open the state of his aflairs to col. 
Scott, and to consult with him how to 
piyvide the necessary funds. Overlooking 
this fiiir hffet; Wrd W. could see nothing 
but th§^anger, which he immediately 
Uo be imminent and alarming, 
[ehch removed by nothing but 

. -i cdssion of t&Wtory, the annual revenue 
^ o^^hicb should ^uaf the full amount of. 


the subsidy. another proposiUoa 

of a stilWnore extensive nature was pressed 
over aiKl over again: ** the transfer to the 
Company of the exclusive management of 
the civil and military government of the 
country” was asked for; 6«t, notwith- ^ 
standing all hia efibfts to obtain this rea^ 
satiable request, lord W. w^as cUsappointed< 

It will not be nec<^sary to detain the hoUse \ 
by a. narration If all the negociatipna 
which arose Mponihese demands; suffice it 
to say, that after ayery protracted negocia- 
tion, ill which, on the one side, is displayed . 
all the arts of chicanary, accompanied 
with threats the most undisguised, and lan- 
gU(0ge of reproach and reviling the most 
contemptuous and unmerited, while on the 
other, patient forbearing, and earnest sup¬ 
plication were alone manifested, the un¬ 
happy nabob was compelled to yield to the 
Coinpany apportion of territory of the al- 
ledged annual income of one crore and 35 
lacks of rupees, or 1,620,000/. in perpetual 
sovereignty, and to deprive himself even of 
all efficient government over the remain^ 
der. Thi^ forced ce.ssion was finalb^et-* * 
r]fi] hji at 

Lucknow in 1802. do not maid 
the noble lord, to detain the house, I 
must offer a few observations on these 
ceodings : 1. The house will observe, that 
by the treaty of 1790, the Company were 
l^ound to maintain, at ail times, in Oude, a 
certain number of troops ; and, in case of 
necessity, to supply a larger number for 
its defiance : That the constant stationary 
number was to be paid for by a fixed 
subsidy, and the increase by a propor¬ 
tionate increase of payment. Now it will 
appear evident, I think, that there could be 
no right to pour into Oude, and to burthen 
the nabob with an increased number, un¬ 
less a ifeal, bond fide, daAger existed. Any 
such danger was so far from existing at 
the time when lord W. poured his forces 
into the country, that an attack of a pre¬ 
tended Golaum lladier was made the 
text for4he introduction of troops; and 
was persevered in even after his defeat and 
death had removed the possibility (proba¬ 
bility there nc^er was) of any danger aris¬ 
ing from his arms. And,vndeed, lord W.^s 
ju^ification of this incrl^se of troops i 
Oude is sufficient to pro;^ the injustic 
it. ** It is impossible, saj^he, 'M 
the country, (which I at\ bou 
without maintaining, at airtimes ifn 
force sufficient to resist reWte 
lingent <janger.” A more* pfeptsterotis 
iiter^rincwa^55f?|y never 
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tJi he himself aftcrwardjL acted nature were made on him ; at one time the 

i^snSni it‘ By the territorial cessid^ he ob- e:!icpence 5 of an eraib'sassy to Persia; ^ 
revenues sufficient to proviide pay another, demands for payment of troops^_ 
fiilr t 3 ^ 6 ops k^pt up to the number so re- the data on which such demand^ 

^ . !|uifed j did he then keep them up to that made, being avowedly false‘ dif- 
.^tent? No*; not only did he never send ferent corps being calculated as complete, 
that number represe^ited J)y him as abso- though they were acknowledged not to be 
lately necessary for the defence of Oude; so ; and the presence of the corps them- 
but on one occasion, v^en the nabob ex- selves being extremely doubtful. 6 . There 
pi'essed a wish that, ai least in rcti^rn for is another proceeding which makes a great 
th^ sacrifices he was afcout to m^ke, he figure in these papers, but which, as it 
might have the securityjof such a defefnee, does not finally ailect the termination of 
lord W. not only insists this demand as the business, 1 have not insisted on.—I 
an injurious suspicion of the means of the mean the negotiation set on foot in cou- 
Company, but enters into a long argument sequence of a proposal of the nabob to ab- 
to prove that he had no right to expect dicate; of w^hich 1 shall only say, that 
such protection. 2 . The house wi!' ob- the conduct of lord W. on* that occasion, 
serve that, by the treaty of 1798, the East seems to me altogether such as wpuld have 
India Company were only entitle;# to dc- justified any jealousy of his interfereftce, 
mand security for the future regular pay- and suspicions of his motives, which the 
inent of the subsidy, when already fallen nabob might subsequently appear to have 
into arrear. The territorial cession was entertained.^' — After urging all these 
demanded as such security, but nr arrears points at considerable length, lord Folke- 
having been incurred, the demand was, stone concluded by exhorting the house to 
by the terms ot the treaty, premature and banishc from theii minds ali feeling.s of 
observecj, that the aflection and partiality, and do justice bc- 
dei!|andoftg^jf*W^^ whoever they might be; 

of Jp^'^ore and^ 35 lacks, or 1,620,000/. and moved the First of the following 12 
wjjlTcalculated oh the concurrence ofva- Resolutions: viz. 

contingencies; the necessity of the 1 . *• That it appears to this house,, 
presence of troops to quell the disturbaKccs that on or about the 21 st of Feb. 1798, 
supposed likely to arise from the bad police the nabob, Saadut Ali, ascended the inus- 
of the ceded provinces; and to resist tlie nud of the province of Outte; and that he 
invasion of Zemaun Shah ; but demands then entered into a treaty with the East 
Were at the same time urged, which pre- India Company, whereby it was agreed, 
eluded altogether the necessity of these that the said Company should defend his 
/V payments; in the first place by the treaty teu*;itory against all enemies whatsoever, 
of 1802, the company reserved to them- and for this purpose should constantly keep 
selves the right of superintending the up, in the province, a force of not less than 
police of the nabob’s remaining territo- / 0 , 000 , nor more tfian -18,000 menj in 
ries; and atihe time of the sigrlature of return for which defence, the said Cora- 
the treaty, not only was there no prospect pany was to receive from him an annual 
of invasion by the Shah, but aU future subsidy of 76 lacks of rupees, paid by 
danger* of the kind was removed by his monthly kists, (or insUlments): that in 
death imd the dismemberment of his do- case the defence of the country should at 
minions. 4* It is to be observed, that the any time demand a greater nun^iber of the 
valug of the ceded proi^irices w'as taken at Company’s forces Uhan 18,000 men, the 
ra reduced and low rate; that they imme- nabob shbuld defray the expenee <>f the 
diately rose in value, and have'regularly dWference; that, in case the inon^ly 
been returned as pro*ducing more than the kists should fall in arrear, the nabob should 
reVenne at which they wer% estimated ; so undertake then to give security for the* 

S shewing the Bengal go- future payment of the sajme; that^he said 
extorted more than, * on. nabob should maintain correspondence 
>le, they had any right to with no foreign state, unless with-the ^ 
tould not be omitted that, knowledge and consent of the Obxnpany s 
I of the negotiations re- but that he was to be allowed-^ poraess 
de Papers, not only the full authority over his housch^I^ V 
ru constantly employed hereditary dominion^ his tvt^ps, attCUffl 
b, but, at various times, subjects.” • 

Lostnniiiilfj^d exorbitlfht j That it^afli>eara'|hat.<the nalM^’s 

/ 
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forces were composed of disorderly troops, 
|inaccustomed to the rules of good disci¬ 
pline, and disaffected to his person 'that 
•til^ nabob himself was extremely desirous 
.to reiTK dy tlie defects of their constitution, 
and to bring them into good order;—that, 
for that purpose, he made frequent appli¬ 
cations to the government of Bengal, 
through the resident at .Lucknow, for ad¬ 
vice and as iistaace in forwarding tirts ob¬ 
ject, and in default of their co-operation, 
did himself adopt such measures as in a short 
time reduced his different regularba^tfalions 
to ^ half their complement of men/ 

3. —“ That it appears that the nabob 

•M'as scrupulously punctual and rcg\ilar in 
the discharge of the monthly kists (or in¬ 
stalments) of the subsidy ; and that ‘ wdiiist 
‘ ht was determined to fulfil with minute 
‘ regularity the peculiar engagements with 
‘ the company, his views were directed to 
^ the enjoyment of a full authority over 
‘ his houshold affairs, hereditary domi- 
‘ nions, and subjects, according to the most 
‘ strict interpretation of the clans# of the 
^ 17th Article of the Treaty executed at 
‘ Lucknow.’ ” , 

4. —“ That It appears that notwdthstarid- 
ing this good disposition of the nabob, the 
marquis Welltisley, soon after his arrival 
ill Bengal, formed a plan for * tlie total rc- 
^ ckiction of tlie troops of the nabob, with 
' the ex'ceptio;v<^f such part a;> might be 

* necessary for the purposes of state, or 
^ the collection of revenueand, on or 
about the 5th of Niiv. 1799, proceeded to 
take steps for putting the same into exe¬ 
cution ;—that, for that express purpose, 
he ordered troops to march into the terri¬ 
tories of the nabob, and to take, possession 
of particular posts in the same ; and that 
he persisted in this measure, though it was 
not even insinuated that any danger from 
foreign invasion existed at the time^ and, 
though ^ the late defeat of the pretend- 
' ed Ghokium Hadicr had considerably 

* weakened the preteJtts which his as- 

* sembled numbers and first success aifbrd- 
' ed in opposition to the remonstranc^es 
and wishes of the nabob, and in direct 
Violation of the spirit and stipulations of 
the treaty-^' 

5. -,—<<That it appeai;i^, that the said 
troops were so marched into the province 
of Oudc,*'unden^he belief that the funds 
of the nahai h being insufficient to defray 

i charge^ he would be there-, 
f disband his own troops; 
-thit accordin]^ 

*7^, ^he nabob;, 


by intreaties and remonstrances to pcev^ 
the me^ure, did at l^gth give a reluct^ 
consen/to the dismissal of his battalions^ 
and on the# 20th of Feb. issued or¬ 
ders to that efJect;—that Aom that time, 
so far from creating obstacles or throwing 
difficulties in ^le way of their 4ismissal, 
he ‘ readily adopted every proposition’ 
made by the resident for that purpose ; ^so 
that by the mo^ntj of Dec. 1800, twentyr 
three’ regular brltalions and upwards of 
1,200 horsemen llid been discharged.!^’ * <• 
That it appears, that on or aboutt 
the 22nd of Jan. 180*1, the marquis Wel¬ 
lesley proposed to " interfere more active^- 
' In and decidedly in the affairs of the 
' pcVince Oude •/ and that he accord- 
inglyX directed the British resident at 
LuckriW, to offer to the nabob two pro.- 
positions, either, first, * to transfer to the 
' company the exclusive management of 
' the oivil and military government of the 
^ country —or, 2ndly, ^ to cede to the 
' company in perpetual sovereignty, such 
^ a portion of territory as should be fully 
' adequate^ in its impoverished condition, 
^ the subsidy 

~'to the full extenUof the ^ugmeftted 
^ force.’ ” ’ 4 

7. —7"hat it appears, that the nab&b 
positively and repeatedly rejected both 
the.se proposals; but that he was finally 
compelled, by threats and nienances, to 
^ield a portion of territory of the alledge^ 
annual income of one crore and 35 lacks 
of ru|>ees, in the terms of the second pro¬ 
position ; and furthermore, to bind him¬ 
self to establish in bis remaining domi¬ 
nions, a system of police under the advice 
and controul of the company’s officers, 
and in .ill affairs to submit to the opinion 
of the British resident.*’ 

8. —^ That it appears^ that the demand 
of a territorial cession was made under 
the pretence of obtaining security for the 
regular payment of the subsidy; but that 
the nabob Saadut Ali was always punctuate 
not only in discharging the monthly lists, 
but also in satisfying the further demands 
made upon him on deebunt of the addi^ 
tional troops/ incessant in his applifa^ 
tions to the British resident for advice and 
assistance in providing ^rmanent fund# 
for the payment of the 
therefore the said demand of terrify 
cession was unjust, and in lirect vi 
of the provisions of the tn 

Q.—w That it appears tha^pendfDy 
. about the l$th of Dec. I negotiatio|is respecting the 
avin^ vainly attempted Lsion, demands y«nre urged.upon the. 
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^for anpearE of payment of troops, unjusti- 
' in their principle, and exojiitant in 
amount, calculated upon the^princi- 
jlle < including every fixed and con- 
^;^geht expence for buildings, cainp equi- 
^i page, &c. ;r* ^tnd / on the supposition 
* that the corps wene conjplete though 
it was confessed that they were not so, and 
claimed upon grounds inconsistent with 
the true spirit of the tr\aty/^ 

10 . —<< That it appeaL, that the demand 
of^ territory'in pcrpetild sovereignty, to 
the amount of one^crore and 35 tacks of 
rupees of annual revenue, was exorbitant 
and unjust, inasmuch as it was perpetual 
possession in annual in(^>me to the ^full 
amount of a temporary and c^casion^. rJe- 
mand; and inasmuch as the said t ..mpo> 
rary and occasional demand w'a^in part 
calculated on the supposition of tne neces¬ 
sity of the presence of troops—1st, to 
overawe the licentious dispositiont of the 
nabob’s battalions, and to repress the dis¬ 
orders arising from the bad police of his 
reserved dominions; which necessity was 
however renjoved by the very treaty it¬ 
self wherebYi^t^"^"^|j, 

dist^d ^Rl^is troops not necessary tor 
theTpurposcs of state, and of collection 
of revenue, and to establish in his re¬ 
served dominions a system of policc,tun- 
der the advice and controul of the com¬ 
pany’s officers ; and, 2ndly, to defend the 
province of Oude against the dangers 
arising from the invasion of Zenraun Shall, 

, though the nabob was at the same; time 
u called upon by the marquis Wellesley, to 
defray a * proportion of the expences at- 
* tending the embassy into Persia,’ which 
bad been employed ^ in negociating there 
an arrangement to prevent any ieturn of 
^ the same danger,’ 

11. —'^ That it*appears that the/demand 
of th^specific territory of the alledged 
amioal revenue of one crore and 35 lacks 
of rupees, was exorbitant and unjust; in¬ 
asmuch as it was capable 6f immediate in¬ 
crease, and actually did yield, in the year 
immediately succeeding, the actual re¬ 
venue of one croil alid 57 lacks of rupees; 

the settlement thereof for the 3 next 
B^cci^ding yean was at the average annu- 
amount of /ne crore and 80 lacks of 
mpeesi* tndepeident of the profit derivable 
mm the moApoly of salt, estimated at 
111 inmmuch as the said revenue 

regttlarlwand progressively increasing 
year t# year; and inasmucdi as Mr* 
IT Wellesley, the govermir of the 
I^Qvoiees^ stated„4bat he had no*| 


W^lksldy— 

dpubt, that' the settlement of the land re- 
' venue for the second period of 3 yearn 
^ would not bo less than 2 crores of n:'- 
^ peesand that Mhe land^revcnno*‘of 
' these provinces, when fully culiivated,r 
^ would amount to tw o crorcs and 50 lacks 
' of rupees.’ ” 

12.—That it appears from the whole 
of the transactions related in the Papers 
now^undcr consideration, and from the 
negotiations carried on by the marquis 
Wellesley w'ith the nabob Saadut Ali, in 
theyt^r \798,1799, 1800, 1801, and 1802, 
that the said marquis Wellesley, actuated 
by unjustifiable ambition and love of pow¬ 
er, had formed schemes of aggrandizement 
and acquisition of territory, in direct op¬ 
position to the established policy of the 
East India company;—that he pursued this 
object by means offensive, and with a spi¬ 
rit irritating to the nabob, with a total 
disregard of the recorded opinions of this 
house, and the provisions of tw'o several 
acts of parliament; and that he finally 
succeeded in wresting from this unfortu¬ 
nate prince, against his will, a large portion 
and in depriving him of 
all effective government over the remain¬ 
der ; in direct violation of every princi¬ 
ple of good faith, equity, abd justice, and , 
in open breach of the sacred obligation 
of a solemn treaty; and that he has there¬ 
by affixed a lasting stignUip and reproach 
on the British name and character, and 
contributed to destroy all confidence in the 
moderation, justice, and good faiih of the 
Bytish government in India.’* 

The first Resolution having been read 
from the Chair, 

Mr. Whilshcd Keene rose and said :— 
Sir; The noble lord has informed the 
house, that the Resolutions he has moved, 
ase founded on the information he has 
draw'tV from the documents which have 
been laid before it to illustrate the trans¬ 
actions that*took place in the province of 
Oude^ during the%administmtion of lord 
Wellesley. I by no means agree that 
those documents bear out these Reeolutions, 
on the contrary, to my conviction diey 
justify the very reverse. But, «r> wha£ 
has induced me at this moment to obtrude 
myself on the h^use, is a persuasion that 
in order to form a sound opmioO on* this 
important subject, it is#necess%ry to ^o 
much deeper into it than the n oble lord h^ 


jthought proper to do, I appj 
gEntleman will agree 
what lias been the re;jl 
the British natioh through its represen- 



iefu . _ 

Nation 
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tative the India Compahy and the pro- stant policy of the mogul, to remove tia-' 
Vince of Oude, and what arc the duties bobs so/frequently, in order to prevent' 
and rights respectively belonging to it their acquiring hold in their districts, that 
' andthf^natwe chiefs, with whom it has Mr. Orine tdlls us, one of thenj goiW from 
- been involved, since it was forced to Delhi, rode with his face towards the 
emerge into a territorial from being a horse's tail, saying he lookeH out for his 
mercantile concern, ought to save much successor. On 4he decline of the Mogul * 
time, as whatever may be said which does empire from the contests amongst the suc- 
not apply to these relations may be very ccssors of Aurengz^be, and after its being 
good declamation, but is not argument, completely broke Jdown by the invasion 
Appeals to its humanity and justice have of NadJr Slfaw, Iho carried away IQQ 
always, and 1 trir.st ever will be favoura- millions sterling fi^m Delhi and massacred 
bly received, but when those appeads are 100,006 of its inhabitants, the power "of 
made, it becomes the good sense of this coercing the several provinces and dis- 
house to examine carefully the grounds, tricts which composed the vast mass of 
Ifast their heads should be the dupes of thel'Mogul empire, no longer existing, 
their hearts, and intending humanity and they ^’ell intJ the hands of those chiefs 
justice should produce results directly op- whom>^a modern periodical reviewer has 
posTte. I conceive for this salutar}^ pur- emphat'.n'ally and truly described as victo- 
pose it is necessary to trace the origin rious assassins, consummate traitors, and 
and progress of the British connections in experienced ^bobbers more skilled in break- 
India, and knowing the apathy this house, ing thtin in making treaties, and less 
unfortunately for the publick, has shewn formidable from their swords than their 
on those subjects, I shall take up as little daggers. And after a disgusting repe- 
of its time, as the nature of that invesliga- tition of assassinations, poisonings, and 
tion will admit. As anonymous, and un- putting out of eyes, the '^boldest and 
acknowledged ..a^ aving^thr-. power of ihe 

gratuitously advanced in this house or out sword in their hantfk, gnd no superior 
of this house, can have no effect on its good sword to control them, assumed all those 
. sense, I beg leave to state that the opi- powers which under the mogul had been 
nions I entertain on this gfeat subject are stutHously kept separate and declared their 
drawn from the series of facts recordetl possessions hereditary. As long as the 
by Mr. Ormc ‘Ifi'^tiis history of the wars IN^ogul empire continued in vigour, a Bri- 
sustained by the British company and na- tish factory at Calcutta carried on a pro- 
tion in Bengal and fhe Carnatick, and filable mercantile concern, in consequence 
from Mr. Verel$t\s account of the rise and of valiiable privileges conceded in return 
progress of the British company in Ben- for important medical relief rendered to 
gal. The works of these two gentlemen the mogul and the nabob of Bengal by 
having been before the public 50years, and superior European skill. After its decline, 
having been stamped with the character during the progress of the subsequent trans- 
of truth and impartiality by a great majo- actions, the British factory, notwithstand- 
rity of the principal actors in those scenes ing frec^ueiit exactions of the chiefs, still 
and of their successors, 1 conceive, will be carried on a valuable coftimerce in conse- 
admitted indisputable authority; it w to be quence of the privileges that were left to 
regretted, that with their means and ta- them. But on the accession of a ferocious 
lents theyVlid not continue their labours youth to the succession of a victorious 
to a later period. It Jppears froirf their assassin and consummate traitor, who not 
authorities' that while the M6gul go- many years before became nabob of Ben- 
vernment retained its vigour, the vassal gal, the opinion of ^the opulence of the 
chie& styled nabobs, were appointed only British factory roused nis avarice, and 
to enforce 'the orders from Delhi, that with a migh^jrabble he invested Cal<5ut- 
the places called fortresses in those dis- ta. After a feeble atteni|!it to defend the 
tricts were intrusted to*killedars or go- settlement, the greatest dumber of the ■ 
vemors independent of the nabob, tnat Europeans sheltered themSlves on boai^ 
collection o# the revenues was in the their ships, and about 150 remained inklSa 
fficers called dewans, alike in- I fort. In a few days those it the foit'siS 
him, that his emoluments rendered on capitulation foA their Tivc^ ^ 
Tros^fKina^^j^ or assignment in some but this* ferociious youth dilapc^ht^ Jh 
other district wiflnvhich he had no other ,what he f(|und in the settlem^hl^ 
connection, and it iSad been the con- •them to be confined, with4he vteW 
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*toiting treasure which he imagmed they 
had coacealed, about 147 were ta||ced into 
a dai^eon for*the night 20 feet*square, 

<Hlt at which the following fnorning 26 
were brought out alive.—-When an ac- 
4 count of this desperate state of the Bri¬ 
tish interests in Be&gal, was brought to 
^ Madras, which was then the superior 
presidency, they detennined to divert a 
force, which had beeiaprepared for ano¬ 
ther purpose, to the a tem^t to* relieve 
Bengal. Fortunately for his country a 
man who had distinguished himself by re¬ 
peated military and political talents, was 
selected for the command, and col. Clive, 
was sent with, it. With this force anjf the 
Cordial and gallant co-opera!bn of /U!ni- 
ral Watson with the British squadro^, they 
forced the nabob’s numberless nftbhle to 
evacuate the settlement, and following 
them in their retreat, after a fruitless rv'go- 
tiation with the nabob, but securing ^he Co- 
Operation of Meer Jaffier, one of the chiefs 
who knew he was destined to destruction 
by the nabob, col. Clive attacked with his 
trifling forc^ 30 times their number at 
Plassy, and having 

route thereof, hf acfvanced to Muxadabad 
the capital; and placed Meer Jaffier on the 
musnud with the general acquiescence of 
the natives, who accustomed to be equftally 
oppressed by all their chiefs cared not who 
was placed there. This observation sc 
necessary in order to account for the 
case with which those rapid changes of 
chiefs take place in that country. * After 
Iremaining some time longer in Bengal, 
and having settled as he thought its go¬ 
vernment, he returned to Europe. Not 
IdJtig after discontents and distrusts arose 
between this'nabob Meer Jaffier and the 
council at Calcutta, which produced his re- 
mofrai juid placing his relative Cos.^em Ally 
Khan in his room. This change was at¬ 
tended with large emoluments to the mem¬ 
bers of the said council. T.he same discon¬ 
tents and jealousies arising from preteiisjions 
mutually disallowed inflamed this nabob, 
who was more feg)ciQU3 than bis predeces- 
sir to the degree of assassinating some of 
tk# company’s servants at %ftia. To avenge 
Tldiieh the company's troops advanced, and 
defeating the ^bob’s army drove him out 
He took refuge with the 
■f Oude, who pretending to 
^it really meaning to possess 
igal, collected, under the au- 
^ , le degraded motfuK a large 
which was defeated and dispersed byj 
Cdmpany’i troops at Buxar. Afteii 




of the Obutiti 
nabob vizier 
restoA him, 

' tiielfbf 
fity of tl 



[1003 

this defeat the mogul separated his interests 
from those of the nabob, and put hims<#f 
under the protection Of the company At 
Benares. Meer Jaffier was again^s pitted 
on the musnud, not without marks of gra-- ~ 
titude to his restorers. Things continued 
sometime in this situation, and an account 
of the confusion which prevailed in Ben¬ 
gal, being sent to England, the company 
induced lord Clive to return there as best 
qualified, from the well earned autho¬ 
rity acquired by hfs former conduct, to 
restolf! order. Before he arrived, the na¬ 
bob vizier being joined by a Mahralta 
force in addition to what he could raise 
in Oude, thought himself able to cUtaiii 
what he had in view, and in opposition to 
the mandate of the mogul, who continued 
under British protection, prepared to atfack 
them. On this the mogul declared him 
deposed from the vizccrat, and by a treaty 
With the company assigned him certain 
parts of the province of Oude. The British 
army advanced, and attacking the nabob’s 
confederate fortes at Calpy, defeated and 
dispersed them, taking the nabob Soujah 
and the whole pro¬ 
vince was in tlieir power. In this posture 
of affairs lord Clive arrived, and from the 
view he took of the financial and military, 
resources of t!ie company at that time, 
judging it unsafe and inipoUtic to retain 
any accession of territofy^ln^^^ prevailed on 
the mogul to re-establish the nabob, who 
had been two mbnths prisoner in the 
British camp, in the province of Oude and 
tin; vizccrat, under the protection of the 
company, Avho consented to withdravy 
their troops on the payment of 50 lacks of 
rupees as reimbursement of the expenccs 
of the war, and bouud themselves to de¬ 
fend the province in case of attack with 
titeir whole force should it be necessary, 
the e^ience of the same to be defrayed by 
the nabob.* F>ora these facts it appears, 
that the province by right of cAquest be¬ 
longed to the company • that from pru¬ 
dential nfotives alone lord Clive, with that 
decision and sa^city which mirked his 
military and political life, declined retain¬ 
ing any part of the province under the 
junnud of the mogul, and in lieu thereof 
accepted the dawanfly of Bengali Bahar, 
and Orissa. As he had laid the founda¬ 
tion of the British pow^ in tlfttt courftry 
by the victory at Plassey, by itia measure 

►Ije gave it such stamina, tli _ 

and misrule which prejg<fled tlicfror 
some years, after he (pitted the country, 
were not able to<Jestrqy jt. And herc^ ajr, I 
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with wHieh it became so involved f v JSuc- 
C^kig treaties that it was impos^Ie to 
wiliidraw» without causing the immediate 
destnietion of that country and thereby 
^eildaiigering its own; you find that in all 
Jfce communications from the court of di¬ 
rectors to the supreme‘government in Ben¬ 
gal^ the most urgent object to be^ the re¬ 
form and amelioration o£ the province of 
Oiide^ by the interferendj and exertion of 
that^overrfitieiit. AccouJingly 3 ’' 0 u sec 
that from the moment lory Cornwallis was 
.sent there in 1786, ho?,v assiduously lie ap¬ 
plied his mind to that most important sub¬ 
ject. As the powers with ^ihich his lord- 
ship went there, form a new ara in (fie 
system of Indian governmcnl>» it sj^iiVs 
proper to take notice of it. The ir ade- 

S of the constitution of the corffpany, 
had been formed on mercanUle 
principles, to govern an imperial concorn, 
uad the fate of a dwarf's garment forced 
^Stpon a'giant, and was broke through in 
every part. Prior to 1774 many of the 
sei-vants of the company abroad netting at 
nought the orders of the court of directory, 

^ and trusting for impunity 


rest, or a combination of interests aniongst 
the proprietois, yielded to the temptation 
of rapidly acquiring Lirue fortunes, by 
availing themselves of tlio jiowor which 
situation gave them to pillage and opjiress 
the miserable,rY(»i.s and inhabitants; am^ 
universal anarcliy pn-vaileil over the coun¬ 
try. In order to cure all tIio.se evils, in 
the legislature thought lit to ap*ljoinl 
governor general, and four counscllurs, 
with new po^^ers to control and superin¬ 
tend all the British settlements; but from 
the reluctance of the British parjiament 
to vest sunirnTwy powers in an individual, 
and therefore the govi rnor ireneral^ being 
controls^le by a majaritv^ oi* said Council, 
difference of opinion, although the con¬ 
tending parties acted from their -views of 
the public interest, produced irritation and 
discoid as to the measures of government, 
and insubordination and anarchy in the 
country. To cur^thj^ evil the legislature 
at length saw the necessity, and vested in 
the governor general a suhkfftcTry power to 
, act' on his opinion and responsibility. 
With this power.that excellent man whose 
head seldom er|M,his heart never, went to 
Bengal. His hwits of life, all the adventi¬ 
tious cifcumstahces attending him, and the 
, al coi^ileration derived from them, 
ted him peculiarly for wh^wns to be 
that time in Bengal. The reports 
t your cwniimUies in 1781,-2, and 3, 



u 
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which were formed principally by the inde-* 
fatigable industry and perseverance of Mr, 
Burke, who applied all the powers of hit* 
mighty mind to unravel and enUgh^VKi.h 
the intricacies and obscurities* in which the 
transactions, in that country had been stu¬ 
diously involved, pointed out a varietj^ of 
abuses, to remedy which, regulations were 
enacted by parliament. These, that noble 
lord carried into execution aucl added a 
most important measure of his own, which 
a man of lys^w^cight and Fank in this ( uim- 
try, probably, could not lia\c cariicd 
through ; it, was, to give the servants of tlu' 
company such salaries a.s would enable 
them to live properly, and in a reasonabU- 
time make a provision lor futurity ; but 
precluding tlmm from all indirett means 
of making money, instead of the incrcanfilc 
system of giving small salaries and conniv¬ 
ing at those means. this wise and li¬ 

beral policy, in addition to the jiarliumen- 
lary cnnctuuMits, by his own brlglit exam¬ 
ple, he established a purity in Bengal, and 
laid a fcftUidatimi fur its progressive hap¬ 
piness, to compensate to its inhabitants 
^ n’ l Vv ii ' -i ij ' u y i' NM«nerI\^ suilered from his 
countryinen.- x\nd yet, sir, during the 

government of such a man, and that of his 
succc.ssor, a man no less ])urc', Europeans . 
and even a servfmt of* the company, as ap- 
peaih by the j)aj)er above alluded to, were 
accMeratiug the ruin arft^“distrcss of tlie 
])ro^iuceof (Judo by usurious loans un¬ 
known to those governors. It is necessary 
to notice tliis, as it tcnd^ to prove that no- 
Miirtg but a cession of territory instead of 
subsidy could preclude the recurrence of 
the, same inisc hieFs. You will find, sir, in 
the many communications bct^^een the 
naliob of (Jude, his ministers and lord 
Cornwallis, personal and by letters, exhor- 
tat'ions to ameliorate and reform the abuses 
under which tliat country laboured ; it i.s 
true in as iniM terms to the nabob as such 
strong truths could be conveye(>, hut tell¬ 
ing thfe ministers that they were responsi¬ 
ble to the British government for their 
conduct, and that they would be supported 
by it accordingly as they acted right. You 
will find by the whole tenor of lord Corn-' 
walUs's correspondence with Oude, that 
though he studicxl to avoid hurting the 
pride of the nabob, he considered the Brit¬ 
ish government vested wRh the*right, 'as 
well as the power of controlling l^jujovern- 
m^t; and in one of his Ij ^ 
communications when hegm retbrnit 
Eurdpe, he warns the n?Sob that the con- 
sequonre of his misrule^,might pr^uce ex- 
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treme measures on the part of the company 
I for their own safety, which was involved in 
Vhe safety of Oude. (Lord Cornwallis's 
avo as follow, in his letter to the na¬ 
bob dated 21Hh Jan. 1793. “ I have oller- 

ed iiiy advice as a friend, and flatter niy- 
selfihatyouset that value on the company's 
friendship thiil will induce yon to listen to 
their counsels in a manner that may render 
unnecessary any other measures *on the 
part of the company for their own security 
and defence.") • JSotwilhstandipg all these 
exhortations, the same wretchetk system 
continued, and this country, which w^as 
a frontier in that quarter from whence 
most danger was to be apprehended, and 
which could be defended only by its re¬ 
sources, was reduced to the most extreme 
iifiseiy aiid distress. Lord Cornwallis's 
successor,sir John Shore, made remonstran¬ 
ces; the nabob continued his misrule. In 
179 4- a ciLse happened however which 
proved the opinion sir J. Shore entertained 
of the relation between the nabob and the 
company. On the death*of Fy»o«la Khan, 
the chief above mentioned, who enjoyed a 
jaghire dependant on 
murdering his elder brother, was invested 
by the nabob with the succession, on his 
engaging to him an increased tribute. Sir 
J. .Shore, on learning tl^e circumstances, 
ordered a considerable British force to 


[iOH 


he dcpps4^ tbiti young man, and establigh- 
ed thf fieXt brother, and son of SoujaK 
Dovvhih. In these instances the governor 
general exercised a sovereignty not sur¬ 
passed by any act of Aurtgigzebe over his- 
vassal states. A new treaty was inad^« 
with this nabt)b viz\er Saadut Ally, for an 
increased British force, with an increas^ 


subsidy, and sonae important districts were 
ceded to the •c<Jnpany, with reimburse- 
mcnt*of th*e exj'tincc of putting their army 
in motion. SocJi after this, sir J. Shore 
returned to Europe. • Ills successor, on his 
arrival in Bengal, found that country agi¬ 
tated wdth an expected invasion by 2eman 
St^ah, and .soon after by the insurrection 
of ?he (derfbsed young nabob vizier at Be- 
nar(^ -where having collected a number 
of forlowers, he murdered the resident, 
with some^other Englishmen, and fled into 
thij province of Oude, where he collected 
betw^ecn 5 and 6000 men, and was joined 
by some of the present nabob^s troops wb^ 
had been sent to stop his progres.s. These 
having been defeated by part of the Brit-* 
ish arin\^, and the insurrection quelled, an^ 
bein^fortunately obliged tp. 
fall back by disturbances in his pwn coun* 
try, gave time to examine the state of Oudp, 
and take Ike measures necessary tor the 
defence of that province, which was the 
first object of Zeman Schah's invasion, (t 


march agaiubt fife murderer, and notwith- i appeared that there w as a rabble of an army 


standing the rcnionstiancc of the nabob, 
drove him out and ve'stcd his succession in 
the infant son of the murdered elder bro¬ 
ther. In the latter end of the year ?797, 
this nabob, Azoph ul Dowlah, died, and a 
reputed son, vizier Ally, was placed on the 
inusnud, w ith the usual forms of investiture 
obtained from the mogul through the influ¬ 
ence of the governor general. This youth, 
under 20 years old, soon exhibited ^eat 
profligacy and ferocity, with a determined 
hostility to the British interests. These 
accountj\being brought to Fort William, 
accompanied by representation^ from 
many of the principal persons In Oude, (to 
whom it Wiia known that this youth was 
the son a woman introduced into the 
xenena trig with child, and of a father of 
^he meanest order) the injustice of per¬ 
mitting such a person to hold the musnud 
in^preier^ce to the next brother of the 
l^e ns^ob, aitR the son of Soujah ul Bo^^- 
^lah. Jin these considerations, sir J. Shore 
Luclmow, wh^re he baej or- 
a laJli e , bo dy of British troops to 
meet hhcn> andliavmg^ e&ti^ed himself ^ 
the justice anoLnecessity t^e measure. 


amounting to near 40,000, but of a nature 
that the nabob declared he considered them 
as his enemies, and could not think himss^tf 
safe in Lucknow without a considerabld 
British force near his person. The British 
generals all declared that the existence of 
that a^;my would be a powerful diversion 
in favour of Zeman Schahr, in case he re¬ 
sume^ his intention, and the nabob, im« 
press^ at that time with the danger, 
earnestly applied to the governor general 
for his •assii^tance to reduce it, who in cor^ 
sequencesent a most able British oQcer W 
effect that great object. In this situation 
of things the war with Tippoo brpke out, 
and the goyernor general went to the Car¬ 
natic, where having by energy col¬ 
lected and p Jit in mottop in a few mpnt^ 
the most powarfol army ever assembled in 
Indi^ Serin^fapatam talten*, Tippiqp 
killed, and, his whole dominions poss^lfP 
by the English. Having by a skiUbl aiMl 
fortunate enteipriseatHy^eraba^dei^i^ 
ed tljie French influence there, 
by Us iegulations in My^ureb all 

the rmarces of thaf» country^ brnnudf^noe 
the, company apprehended the greeteirt 
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money and other requisites for the advance 
ofi the company's army, the nabob vizier 
vckimtarily came forward with a consider- 
abW^^w^i without interest, and assisted with 
all the resources of his country. On the 
incursion of a 1‘ormidable Pitaii chief into 
the ceded district whereof he was a native, 
where ^ had jjowerful connections, and 
where forhierly he w ould liavc found much 
co-o[)cralion, so lew shewx'd themselves 
inclined to him, that he thought it pru¬ 
dent to retreat, dohig but inconsjderjiblc 
mischief. Another tempting occasicwi of¬ 
fered for the nabob to shcw'Wissatisfaction, 
if he had not experienced advantage from 
the new treaty, when, upon the proposal 
from a servairt of the company (who was 
on Ins return to this country, and was siip- 
])osed to have powerful connections here,) 
to be appointed his agent fur the purpose 
of representing and obtaining redress of 
those hardships which he imagined the 
nabob vizier felt fioin the act of the Bri¬ 
tish government; the nabob declined his 
interteicnce, and testified •by his* con¬ 
duct, feelings of a direct opposite nature. 
From all these circum'^v'^ietrs, * w -ifavi* 
scarcely be doubled, but tiiat he W’ould 
think himself little obliged to those hon. 
gentlemen in this house who have advocat¬ 
ed his cause, as they think, so much 

zeal and elutpienee, it they siirt*eeded in 
utting him back^iiilo hi*sYorinei situation, 
'he external political ellccls of this great 
measure may be appreciated by the facili¬ 
ties which it ufibrded to that energy of 
counsel, and exertion of military talenft, 
by which, in a few months, ibrtresses 
deemed impregnable were taken by 
storm ; arsenals filled with all military 
implements according to the European 
system of war, were seized ; an army con¬ 
sisting of between 30 and 40,000 meif, 
not such rabble as have hitherto corfipos- 
ed a native army, but of troops lormed and 
trained durjpgVQany ygars iii European 
tactics by M. de Koigne, but then’un¬ 
der French influence; supported by a great 
superiority of compleat w^ell served artil- 
le/y; maintained by large revenues aris¬ 
ing from provinces in their possession 
which led into the heart of your domi¬ 
nions, compleatly annihilated ; in conse- 
*quencfe of which you are now in possession 
of those arsenals,^and revenues of those 
qwvincgy^ and what is not less important 
the person of the mogul 
from ..dlat FreJfcJIs^mfluence which knew 
well how to emplojrhiii n^e tb your de¬ 
triment, Those wtio have bad the means of 

V 


best knovyng the respective circumstances 
and locajnies of the countries in question, 
are convinced that had not this arrange- , 
mentwdth the nabob vizier taken place, the 
increased difficulties must haye prevented 
the above brilliant success. Sir, I have * 
many apologies to make for having taken 
up so much of the time of the house, and 
shall trouble it witk but one observation 
more. .There arc*m|ny respectable persons 
in this ht)use,*and n\ this country, who do 
not attach the iinpcrcance w^hich Ido to the 
annihilation of the forfuiclable force, and 
total change in those provinces on the • 
north W'estern frontier of the British pos¬ 
sessions. But, sir, when the unceasing ac¬ 
tivity!^/ Bux^laparte, his talents of address 
and inrA^Ue, which let no opportunity of 
advancing his views against British power' 
in India escafjp him, are considered; when 
it is known that the first cargo from France 
to Pondicherry in 1S02 on peace between 
us, consisted of 200 French officers, (great¬ 
est part of whom, from the nature of 
things, would have endeavoured to make 
their way where they woiJtd have been 

^^yoeicii, ‘ftiat is, to that formidable , 
force under French inlTuei^e in the north 
w estern provinces, had they not been pre¬ 
vented by the wisdom and vigour of the 
goveTnment of Madras who sent them all 
hack to Jturope) 1 say, sir, that 1 cannot 
df^pbt but that if those vigorous measures 
had not been adopted ; that if there had 
ruiaaiued such a fulcrum for Buonaparte 
to set h*s lever upon, even without the ad- \ 

11 It ions of those French officers, he would 
have shaken the British interests to their 
foundation,- and at least a most dangerous 
war would have long siii'^e taken place in 
the centre of your possession* both in In* 
dostan aqd tiie Decan, instead of his being 
obliged fo encounter all the difficulties 
and delays of coming now from the Cas¬ 
pian to attack your frontiers, which there 
is every reason to think will be on the In^* 
dus. \Vith these opinions on the justice and 
necessity of this treaty with the nabob Vi¬ 
zier, and all those importasit consequences, 

1 cannot hesitate in thinking the supreme 
government of Bengal is ^entitled to the 
gratitude of the country, for having, by its 
vigour and foresight, most importantly 
augmented the security of the British in** 
terests in many quailers, and guarding ^ ^ 
against dangers which threatened them 
*from no quarter more eminent than thel 
north of inemstan. « / ' ^ 

• Sir John Anstruther, rose to reply 
speech of the noble lord. *A5'frur an that* 
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lord was persomlly concerned, he I witnessed the joy which the relief that the 
{^ conducted the affair then^efore the I noble marquises measures afforded had oc- 
^ ia a manner v^diich corresponded / casioned. He had heard the opinionpn 
' hh character, and the 'rank that he India of the most faithful and thejuiipi^Jin- 

Jbetd in the country. Still, however, his telligent of the conlpany^s servants, and 
90 ble friend’s situation had been a hard he had never heard a doubt expressed of 
one. A libel agaiifet hinj had been lying the justice and propriety of tne noble 
, for a long period on the table of the house, marquis’s conduct. It would be enough 
and had in consequence been generally for the vindication of the noble marquis, 
circulated, with soinelhing like aij air of \vcrt» he to 6tate that the principles on 
authority; the author df which, htd it been which he acted had been approved of by 
promulgated wi any otfier manner, would the government who employed him. This 
ere now have experienced the'severity would be enough for the vindication of 
of the law. Before he entered on the every execut^yi'e officer. But he would 
subject, he would observe that the charac- go further, he w’ould shew^ that even had 
ter of this prosecution against the marquis that approbation not been given, the no- 
Wellesley, differed materially fimin^lhat ble marquis’s conduct would have been 
of any other India prosecution..^- In every not the less justifiable and honourable, 
^preceding India prosecution, not errors The subject resolved itself into two'ijarts, 
of policy alone, but persoivil corruption, the transmutation of subsidy for territory, 
had been attributed to the mdividuijl ac- and the military interference w ith the 
cused. No man had dared, in the present province of Oude. \Villi regard to tlie 
instance, to whisper the slightest insinua- first point, the measures which the noble 
tion of such a nature against the noble niarquis pursued were imperiously called 
marquis. Certainly, the last Uasolution for. %Ile wa» guided by the declaration 
of the noble'iord charged bis ^loble friend of the East India company, rejjealedly 
with ambition, and a love of poweif^iaifr.#, 4aitt^nce, to lord Hobart, who 

cd by his acticyis, the very moment that was instrueted to trunsiiiuic subsidy into 
he was .retiring from his high situation. territor}% in order that the territory from 
This prosecution contained W'ithin itself an which the company were to dcri\c sup- 
evident contradiction. A learned ‘gent, port in war s^ouhl he in their hands dur- 
not just now'In parliament, had said that ing pcacij^ud he thus reiuleied moie 
there w^ere three parties in this invest,ijja- available wlien^^i }>er/fftrT>r wai iiiight ot- 
Uon ; the noble marquis, the court of di- cur. When ila noble marquis first went 
Wiciors, and the suftcTuig millions in India, out to India, he teas chiii gi'cl by the court 
The two first unquestiunaldy were' parties of directors with bimilar instructions, to 
in the investigation; but w'ith respect to uhangc subsidy for territory; and when 
-the ^»uffering milljpns in India, did not that he faded ui an uiuh itaking of that nature 
Jearned ^ent. know, that the aecu.sation of (from circAimsLanees, whit h it was not ne- 
the chiefs^and rajahs of India agaiiihl the cessary to state) they lamented that failure. 
British government there, was, that it Subsiquently, when the noble marquis 
was a govermnein for the protection of effected a transmutation of subsidy for 
the Ipliver orders, wffio, in the ‘provinces verritory w ith the rajah of Tanjorc, the 
under British influence, enjoyed a degree court of Directors thanked him for so do- 
of security and happiness, for which they ing. Aft^r this, they could not surely 
SQi^ht in any other part of Asia } turn short round and say^j:'haj|aii accession 
The gulfering millions of India, therefore, of ferritory in irfSra' against the law 
. were no parties to this cause. The noble in all Cases. There was another reason 
lord had.expreased his hope that no per- why they could not say this: thinking 
would decide on this question from highly of the services of the noble mar- 
'ixlia^es of personal aAtdchment. For qois in the war against Tippoo SulUiin, 
lihaiself, the long friendship with which the court .of directors had behaved to him 
been honoured by the noble* mar- as a great body ought to behave to a great 
iqtds, had nakurally created in his mind man, and had rewarded him with a pen-^ 
ieieliiigs of the highest respect and attach- sion during the continutnee of their thar- 
hut mx^oanmunic^^^ ter, expressly declaring that 

^fitruction of Tippoo rth^4y|m]raj|KP^ 
j^llgldhy nobler motives. Heibad himself gained a great aqcesstyf ^ 

^iPp im'fodia; he had witnefised the dan- How, then, qpuld thTT^le marquis aup- 
it had trembled; he bad! pose> after tUsT eiqjligit declaration, that 
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there conlcl b? any disapprobation of fu-, 
ti^e transmutation ? But, this was not all. 

nohlt* iiirtrqnis had, in this parrirular 
iiiTtwic(, iiifonnotl the xompany of bis 
intoiitions; he had told them that he 
meant to avail himself of the existing cir- 
i'umstances in Oude, to introduce the Bri¬ 
tish power into that country. To this the 
compari^expressed no objection; they 
iK'ver replied, that it nas against the^aw, 
or entreated him to desist from the execu¬ 
tion of-his pl;>!is. It w'as therefore fairly 
to be iidi'iTed, that tliose plans met with 
tlif'ir concurreme. Withjfegard to the 
other part of the subject, the introduction 
of mibtary I'orcc into the, Dowab, was it 
not eMvh ntly the wish of the directors 
tluit tli(‘ civil and inilitnry power of the 
nab(*fb of Oude should be reduced? When 
the noble mar([uis acquainted them that 
h(‘ was about to reform the useless and 
even dangerous battalions of the nabob, 
they in answer approved of his intention, 
ami when he had complcated his military, 
to elfect a civil reform ; and was \h to be 
endurtal that the noble marquis should 
now be told that these^wsre irea^urcs 
highly criminal, and that he had fixed an 
everlasting stigma on the Britisli name and 
ebavaettu- in India? But, this w’as not all ; 
after the noble mar(|iiis hiid eflecttal his 
objei t-, he received ^ (jf 

the directors, at aCltst 0 % the secret com¬ 
mittee, wliicdi was <\ sufh Jent justlficatinii. 
To prove this, it would ]fe necessary to re¬ 
fer to the letter from that ctunmiUee, dated 
tlto 2f)t]i of Dec. 1S02, in answer to une«Df 
the noble marquis, in w hich he acquainted 
them with what had been done in C)iulc, 
and intimated his intention of retiring 
from the high situation which he held in 
India. In this answer the committee, in- 
steatl of censuring the noble marquis far 
the line of conduct which he had adapted, 
entreateil that he would veni'^in another 
year, and Work which he liad so 

happily be^n.this a bonA fide 
approbation ? Unquestionably, tlferc were 
some among the directors who did not 
approve ot the noble marquises proceed¬ 
ings. The deputy chairman, for instance, 
(who was entitled to the highest respect), 
had uniformly expressed his dislike to 
• them*: but still, the opinion of thti great 
majbrity of the directors was in his favour. 
He would iiow, hbwever, argue the ques- 
tic^Si vffljiout Jicferenceto their approb^- 
tioh'^disapprubatiott* If the noble mar¬ 
quis were to act aB sill in India, his atten¬ 
tion must naturally Ijave 1)een directed to 


two points^ the first, whether he had apy 
right whjdevcr to interfere in Oud'e ? tho. 
other,, w/iether the occasion on which he 
did interfere^was sufficient to.justifyjiim 
in such interference ? As to the first point, 
no man, considering the relation which 
subsisted between thS British possessions 
and the province of Oude, could possibly 
question the right pf the British govCrti^ 
ment t^o interfeii; vfith the affairs of that 
provinco. treaty, Oude was to be de¬ 
fended by the British. By policy, Oude 
must bft defended by |he British ; for to m 
defend Bengal without defending Oude was 
impossible. Undeniab]y,therefore, the Bri¬ 
tish igovenmicnt were justified in ititcrfer- 
iiig‘autborit^ivcly, and compelling the in- 
troduc/'or^to that c(ymtry of an adequate 
military foSte. Wtio, then, was to be the 
judge of thAquantity of the force which 
ought to be^so tintroduced ? What said ^ 
sir Jolm Shore, by wJiom the treaty with 
Oude had been concluded ? lie considered 
himself the proper judge. Had not lord 
Cornwi?yis declared, that if the reform in 
Oude weft^ not carried into'^efrect volun- 
tarilj)', he should be obliged to compel the 
nabob to provide for Ws nplitary defence? 
Moreover, had not that noble lord appoint- * 
ed two ministers of the nabob to carry his 
(»rd(Ys into execution, assuring them that 
he zwould support them^ against their 
master in the tiilfihnent of this task ? How, 
idle was it, ihen, to talk of the independ* 
ence of Oude. Had not sir John Shoi*e re¬ 
voked »Mr. Cherry's rash and unadvised 
•assertion, that no further interference Cn 
the part of the British should take place 
in Oude, and had not the court of directors 
applauded him, for this revocation? On 
what principle had sir Jolm Shore him¬ 
self interfered dn the government of that 
province? A man of more mildness, tem¬ 
perance, and moderation, he would al^ 
say of more integrity and ability, never, 
existed. It was not to derogate from hib 
administration to declare, that energy*w'hs 
not the characteristic of it; and, yet sir 
John Shore, espousing tl^e cause of Vizier 
Ally, decided, at his own tribunal, who 
should be the* prince of Opde. Would he 
liave done this had he notfelt his undoubt¬ 
ed 1 ight of interference ? He had expressly 
told the company that he found it neces*^. 
sary to establish the British influeiM::^ iti. 
Oude on a surer footing, because 
States were^ so connected, that w]tihpui\iin 
over-ruliaJ influence in Oude it^ould ^b 
jimpossibleto keep Bengal. Afteiir, 

^nd much more, which he woidd tiot detam 
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fbelkOUfte by stating, who could doubt that 
^ tight of interference was ihiquestion- 
abte^ aud that the noble marqu^ was the 
t)M^t judge as to the extent of that inter¬ 
ference ? jSo much for that part 6f the 
subject. Did the occasion, then, call for 
the interference ^bich tl^e noble marquis 
exercised ? What was the situation of Oude 
at the time ? Zemaun^Shaw, at the bead of 
a formidable army, thres^enifig Oude, the 
’ MsthrattUsS making no movemen: and shew¬ 
ing no disposition to oppose him, and a 
large French force in the heart of Egypt. 
Well did he recolfect the feelings of na¬ 
tives and Europeans in India at that period. 
Well did he recollect tiie doubt an^l dis¬ 
may which existed before tl\e noble* itiar- 
quis arrived, which he dispelX^ very soon 
jifter his arrival, and which ivwer re-a})- 
peared during his continuai^e in the go- 
,vernment. It was, indeedf a period of 
‘ danger, and one wiiich called loudly upon 
the noble marquis to do that w Inch he did; 
to interpose with a strong hand, and to put 
the military force of Oude in a stijj'ti better 
calculated toirepel tiie assalkmW, by which 
it was threatened. Sir John Craig, that 
most able and resp«ctable oflicer, had de¬ 
manded of th^ noble marquis a force nf 
^0,000 men to meet the dangers that 
threatened Oude, not because,he th«?iight 
this force adequate to the object, but be¬ 
cause he conceived that it was all tliat 
could be spared ; yet even this number, 
lord W^ellesley w as unable to grant him. 
It w-as true, that ho had sent an einJoassy to 
Persia for assistance; but the resuh of thU 
embassy was contingent; and w as it there¬ 
fore to preclude him from endeavouring to 
put Oude Into a better postuic of defence r 
The civil sta^e of Oude was this* half the 
army which ought to have been on the fron¬ 
tiers, io repelthemienaced attack,Avas coni- 
pelledT to remain in the country to quell 
the rebellion, which the bad administra¬ 
tion of ailairl had occasioned. Facii sir 
John Crafg, with his small and iiiefficient 
force, had been obliged to leave two regi¬ 
ments at Lucknow, to defend the prince 
against his owh lubjects. By a letter 
from Mr. Luinsdale, it appeared, that even 
. some of the frontier forts were in the 
hand 3 of rebellious Zemindars. In these 
circumstances, wjas not the noble marquis 
interfering to com- 
army to obey its leaders, 
ellious people to submit to their, 
He did interfere—4iq obtained 
So completely d(l he change 
^d disposition of the couU; 



try, that sometime afterw^ards, when a fair 
opportunity was afforded by the passage 
of an hostile force, from one extreirfty 
of the province to the other, that 
not joined by a siiiglo individual otiose 
‘ suffering millions/ as they had been so 
pathetically, but so unfoundedly, termed. 
But the noble lord accused his noble friend, 
not only of sending into Oud..*a force 
larger than what was necessary, but of 
charging the vizier for a force larger than 
was actually sent. Jf this were true, 
whfe^i denied, the noble marquis had 
nothing to do with it. He had desired 
the proper officer to make out the account 
in the manner most favourable to the na¬ 
bob. If any mistake had taken place, 
which was not very likely, and which he 
completely disbelieved, was the comritaiid- 
er in chief in India to bo chargeable with 
the error of a clerk in the accountant-ge- 
nerars office > The noble lord had so 
mingled in his Resolutions that which w as 
true, with that which was uul quite true, 
that be Iclr, ttv' impossibility of proposing 
any ameiulinent to them. On all, there* 
fore, bnt the Ja^st, he should move the pre¬ 
vious question : to the last ho must gi\e 
his most direct ii<‘ga{ive. It charged lii^ 
noble fiieud with amliition and the lovt 
of pow'cr. Tv;uc, he was ambitious, but il 
wais thaL.b' ncouptry should be great; 
true, he did lo\ . pcviN^*, but it was the 
power of contri^mling by every honoura¬ 
ble‘means to hcryrosperity and happiness. 
Trailuccd as his noble fliend^s characlei 
l\ad been, he was tlosirous of meeting the 
personal imputations that had been cast 
upon him, and should conclude with mov¬ 
ing the following Resolution:—That it 
appears tothishouse, that the marquis Wel¬ 
lesley in carrying into execution the late 
arrangements in f)ude, was actuated by 
an ardent zeal for the public service, and 
by' the desire of providing more effec¬ 
tually^ for the pro:.perlt2j, ^he defence, 
and^he safety olVd;',o^J^i,;^i..Jivterritc>ries in 
India.^'* 

Col. Allen rose and spoke as follows:— 
Sir; It is wdth great diffidence I venture to 
offer myself to your notice, and to trespaes 
on the attention of the house; but having 
passed the greater portion of my life in India, 
having been there during the early part of. 
the administration of t^e noble marquis , 
whose conduct is the subject of investiga¬ 
tion ; having held an official, and K^ay say ' 
Confidential, situation, whiclb gave me op¬ 
portunities of knowing sometbing'*^ Ibc 
motives and principles which governed 
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the conduct of the noble lord during that 
neriod. And having attentively perused 
voluminous papers laid before parlia- 

cannot reconcile to rhy feelings to 
give a silent vote in this question. A ques¬ 
tion which, important as it is to the cha¬ 
racter of the noble lord, is of infinitely 
greater importance to the public—for, in 
niy*imhible opinion,' if the Resolutions 
moved by the noble lord shtdl receive the 
sanction of this house, it will lead to the 
subversion of etery cxi ting ^reat^’ with 
the native princes of India, and shake the 
foundation oftiu* Rritish^fi^ver in the Fast. 
—In discussing the justice and the podey 
of the measures ]mrsued tiy mart-iuis Wel¬ 
lesley in Oude ; it is necessary to consi¬ 
der, what was the nature of our connec¬ 
tion with that state, at the time wdien 
these measures wuu'e adopted ; and I think 
there is abundant proof in the Papers 
bcl’ure us, that Oude was not an indepen¬ 
dent princijiality ; but that it was alto¬ 
gether dependant on the British govern¬ 
ment, and in fact idemifi?d with if.—I am 
supported in this opinion by high authori¬ 
ties: lord Connvallis, i*f a letter to the 
couit of directors dated Kith Nov. 17SO, 
observes ' the real interests of the vizier 

• " we look upon as inseparable from our 

‘ own.^ (No. (i, p. S.V AiuJ^in a Letter to 
tht' vizier cl at ed ^ ^t l2t\ his lord¬ 

ship says, ‘ as I cousiier the Lumpany’s < 
‘ territories and thoseyour excellency 

' the same, the protection of your excel- 
^ Itniry’s dominions is absolulcdy necc'ssa- 
' ry/ (No. (). p. That this was the Tiew 
the court of directors took of the subject, 
LV years before the arrangement made 
by marquis Wellesley, may be seen by a 
reference to the Jnstructions that w^ere 
sent to Bengal in a letter to the goverjior 
general, dated 31st July 1787: thc^y say, 

‘ one thing is clear; the defence of OueJe 

* must be provided for: if, therefore, the 

^ Cawnpote not equal such 

‘ defence, either tlie vizier’s c^wn troops 

* must be reformed, so as to make them 

* serviceable, or another detachment of 

• * company’s troops must be stationed in 
' the country : the additional expence of 
»which he may be enabled to pay, by 

* reducing his own useless troops. And 

* this werfeconynend to your most serious 
' consideration ; always bearing in your 

that from the nature of our coq- 

^"hection with the nabob of Oude we dbn- 

* the prosperity of that country as 

* inseparable from the^ prosperity of our 
< own province^/-*-Hcre, then, we have* 
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the.ofijcial Instnidtions of the cou^t of/ 
d rectors to <he government of Bengal, Ru- 
thori£ing them to do tw'p of the acts, for 
the succe'ssful accomplishment of w’hich 
the noble lord is charged ^with the viola¬ 
tion of a treaty. They direct the Britisli l 
force in OudtRto be augmented, and they 
direct the expence of .such augmentation 
to be charged to the vizier. And^ further, 
they recommend the reform of his mili-. 
taiy t^labR.shrnent. But I beg to caH the 
atteniion of the house to another dociiment, 
w'hicli IS of importance, not only becaffSIf 
it bears the authority of lord Cornw’allis’s 
naiiu', but bec^ause it was written in India, 
ajfout the time when tlie Instructions from 
tlic coui^f directors, 1 have just riorv re- 
cimd, ^re prcpaiing in Lngland.—I al- 
lule tol\etter from lord Cornwallis to 
t/e SecretiCoininittee, V ritteii on the ttli 
of»March 1787, in which his lordship ex¬ 
plains the principles upon which_the ar¬ 
rangement ho had formed wdth the vizier 
was feunded : his lordship says, ' They arc, 

* thatS^i nnr part, w'c shq^l totally abstain 
^ from interference in the management of 
" the revenue, mmrqeice, and internal go-* 

' vernment of Oude, but with the entire 
' conduct of all political burliness, shall un- 

* dertake its defence against ail external 
' enemies whatever. And on the other 
' hand, that every civil and military ex- 

pence necessarily incurred by the com- 

* pany in the country of Oude, shall be 
" deQ;-ayed by the vizier.’ (No. 2. p. 4).— 
The court of directors weighing these opi¬ 
nions of lortl Cornwallis, gave their sanc¬ 
tion and approbation to the principles upon 
wdiich his lordship acted with respect to 
Oude ? as will be seen the following 
Extract of a Letter to the governor gener^ 
dated ^ih April 1789. / Having attentive* 

^ ly perused all the minutes, proceedings^ 

‘ and letters alluded to in these ,para- 
^ graphs, and in your subsequent advice5> 

' on the subject of the late agreement 
' concluded by lord Cornwallis with the 
‘ vizier, we approve of the principles upon 
' which It is founded.^ (No, 2. p. 4);—It 
may not bo ijaimportant to observe, that 
this was the sanction of the highest autho¬ 
rity of the state ; for the Instructions musf 
have been approved by the Board of , 
troul, and it must be recollected that 
president of that board was a cahm^j, 
nister. The opinion of lord Cornwstliiai^^^ 
the Insjrictions of the Court pf 
approveif as they were by of 

Controul, in my hutnble^opmioit, faily |us-; 
ti/y the principles upon which lord 
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Msly* ^jct^dl-si-Lord Cornwallis in A lejiterto i futing them. Lord Cornwallis in a Letter 
tlm irmi^ dsted 29th Jm. 1793, says/j to the court of directors dated 16'th ]Vqv. 

^ T^''^cellency wust be aware, that 11787, says, ^ I cannot however exp^s 
^ sden is our connection/that every /'how much I was concerned durla^f^y 
in India must consider the two ' short residence at his’ capital, and my 
.^states as forri\ing one power/(No. 2. p, ^progress through his dominions, to be 
13).—Lord Teigninodth in (i Minute dated ' witness of the disordered state of his ti- 
rsth Jan. 1708, observes, ' The govern- * nances, and of the desolate appearance 
/'rnent of Oude both in the opinion of the 'of his country. The evils too 

* natives of the country, as well as e,xter- ‘ alai'Tning to admit of palliation/ (No. 2. 

* nally, is considered a dcpfndaftcy on p. 4).—In a lelK r to the vizier, dated 24th 

' the "English, whatever its relations under Jan. his lordship says, ' On my re- 

:«tjeatjr maybe.' (Not, 1. p. lo).—And his ' turn«from the war in the Decan, 1 had 
lordship adds, 'In the estimation of the * the mortific;jtJUn to find that, after gj3e- 

* natives of India, the kingdom of Oude is ' riod of 3 years, the evils which had pre- 

* beld as a gift from the company to Sif'ah ' vailed ut the beginning of that time, had 
'udDowlah and as d dependant ^f.'—L^rd ' increased; that your finances had fallen 
Teignmouth in his Evidence gi^J**i be) ore ' into a worse state, by an enormous accu- 
this house being asked, ' Did vi/S consoler ' mulation of debt; that the same oppres- 

* the nabob to be at all in the/ight oCjn ' sion continued to be exercised. "1 hough 
independent sovereign in resp/ct to.tne ' the subsidy is at present paid up with 

' company's government?’ Ilis lordship’s ' regularity, yet I cannot risk my reputa- 
answef is, ' Certainly not/ (p, 44).—Mr. ' tion, nor neglect my duty, by remaining 
Cooper, a member of the supreme goyern- ‘ a silent spectator of evils which will, in 
m.ent, having resided 32 years India, * the eifd, and pVrhnps that,end is not very 
being asked 'Ffom the period of jmiir first ' remote, render abortive, even your ex- 
' arrival in Bengal to the present,* did you ' cellency’s eantrst desire that the sub- 
' ever undcrstanc| there was any general ' sidy shall be punctually paid.' (No, 2. 
'opinion otherwise, than that the nabob p. H).—In a letter frr in lord Cornwallis 
'was to^dly and compleMy tinder the to the vizier, dated 12lh Aug. 1793, hi:>- 
'subjection of the British igovernment r’ lordship says, It well known, not only 
Mr. Cooper’s answer is, ' {certainly al- ' tlMOughotTi'ihiVJo to all Europe, 

' ways so considered him, and in my scat ' that nntwith^tan/ing‘the prevalence of 
' the board,my conduct and opinions there * peace during so ft^uiy years, the revenues 

* were given in consequence of so consider- ‘of your cxcclkncy’s dominions are di- 

^ ing him/ (p. 47).—The fwv Extracts I ‘ minished beyond all conjecture.' (No. 2. 
have taken the liberty bf reading to the *p. l^^i).—Lord Teignmoulh in his Evidence, 
house, in my humble opinion clearly cstab- being asked, ' Can your lordship give the 
lish these facts; that Oude is not an in- ' committee an account of the state of the 
dependent principality, but a dependency ' administration of the nabob of Oude r' 
bn the Britr^h fcovernmont; that the prin- His lordship’s answ er is, ‘ 1 would rather 
ciples upon whiclk lord Welleslcycacted, ‘ speak generally^ as to what I know of it. 
were feud down by lord Cornwallis, sane- ‘ All the Papers printed by the house suf- 
tiqned and approved by the court of direc- 'ficienflv shew what the .state of that 
tors and the board of controul; and that ' country w'zfs : that its administration w^as 
the measures of the noble Ibrd were found- ' exceedingly bad de|<artments; 

cd in* justice. Of the policy of those ‘ the whol^ administration was as bad as 
measures, it is impossible for any person ' it well could be in all its departments, 
in the least acquainted with India, or who ' and it was the perpetual object of govern- 
has taken the trouble to look into the pa- ‘ ment to prevail on the nabob to make a* 
per? before us, to entertain t^ie shadow of ' change in his administration. Lord Corn- 
ooubt. It has been stated, that the resour- ' wailis had attempted it, and it was equally 
ces of the..vizicr's dominions were abun- ' urged by the government abroad and^the . 
dant and daily increasing; if that had ‘ company at home.' ibid hia lordship 
wily been the case, I might have doubt- added,' I think in Oude there was no jus- 

the necessity of the measures of ' tice at all.' {p, 22).—Mr. Cowpewiip his^ " 
mi^oble lord. It is extraordikary, but fivMence, says,' It is impossible to coh- 
^ P^perJ produc- ' ceive a state of gicater anarchy or iffis- 

charges against the *' rule than prevailed in the ddmmio«« ^ 
pj|^iotdj afford'*abundant means of r^- *' Oude : as far back tis*I can r^ollect, ^ 
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\ ^ there has tjeen neither law, nor justice, 
* nor subordination !' Mr/Cowper being 
^•jfed, * As far as you had the knowledge, 
^w/i^he resources of the country decline 

* during your knowledge of them ?' His 
answer is, ‘ 'rhey continued to decline from 
' the first acquaintance I had with the do- 
' minions of Oude, till the last hour of my 

* staying in India/ [Mr. Cowper had been 

in India from May 17(j9 till Feb. *801]. 
Being asked, ' Were tliey in a progressive 
‘ state of decline during the whole of this 
^ time ?* Ills answer is, ' Yes.* what 
^ cause do you suppose tligt decline of the 
^ revenues is to be attributea ?* ^ To the 

■ * total want of all government in that coun- 
^ try.' (p. 46).—We have also, to confirm 
this, the evidence of major Ousely, 
the?aid-de-camp of the vizier. He says, 

' As to the state of the Duab, I can speak 

* with accuracy, but I cannot to the whole 
^ kingdom of Oude : that part called the 
' Duab I found in a state of great anarchy, 

* a total want of law, or justice, and every 
' thing else : nothing butwiolatioii of pro- 
' perty of all kinds, and banditti ranging 

* over the whole of it,^ total direlectioii 
' from every thing like justice.* Major 
Ousely being asked, ^ Have you any 

. ^ knowledge of the state of the Revenues 
^ in Oude, under the government of the 
^ nabob ? His answ(k ir^^*>«understood 
' that they were ^ a >>i|:ate of annual de- 
‘ crease or decay.* (py64).—Thi.s is the 
account of the civir administration in 
Oude. The military, if possible, was 
worse. By a reference to the Papers be^ 
fore us, we find that the reform of the 
Military Establishment of the vizier had 
been one of the principal objects of the 
British government, from our earliest con¬ 
nection with Oude. Lord Cornwallis, lord 
Teignmouth, and every succeeding gover¬ 
nor general had directed his attention to 
this object, and we are infonned by Mr. 
Cowper h^^jevidc^e, * That the uni- 
^ form opinion 6i’'tne court of directors 
' was, that nothing could be more ruinous 
' to the state and the atiairs of Oude, than 
^ * the existence of those troops.* (p. 46)— 
And Mr. Cowper further observes, ^ That 

* the most earnest recommendations to 

* their council were, to*prevaii on the na- 

* bob to reduce them as much as possible, 

* as much as consistent with the safe- 

* tyjjf the country, and the collection of 
f revenues." (p. 46)—^For military puV- 

there was no question as to the in- 
^effieiency of the vizie|;*s troops; but we 
are told by m!^jer Ousely (p. 64), that 




they 


were uneiqual ,to the cplleetio^i of the 
I reveiWri;. he says, ‘ J belie^ve at first the 
' ^ nabob was very willing to disband his 
^ army, finding them tctall^ Jnsufficient 

* for the purpose of, collecting the leve- 
‘ Hues, and for the subordmatiop of his 

' country.*—^Sir James Craig, who com',* 
manded in (Aide, Jbeing desirfed to state 
his opinion as to the efficigucy, and dilicir* 
pline of the Jroops of the vizier, in, the 
years ,179^,-y, and 1800, says, ^ T^hey 
‘ were totally undisciplined ; mutinous, 

' licentious, and mai^ battalions not 
cd.* being asked, ‘ Were they attached 
‘ to the person and the government of Sa¬ 
it ali Khan,* the nabob of Oude ?* Sir 
fies Craig anvSwercd,' 1 never had much 
immufllcation with them, but I always 
dcr-si^d the reverse; and, I know 
e nab^ himself considered them in 
hat lighl.* (p, 97).—^The Extracts to 
vvhmli 1 have presumed to call the atten¬ 
tion of the house, in my humble opinion, 
incontestably prove that the internal ad- 
miniSvration of the vizier*s government 
Was rachcally bad ; and Shat the* interests 
and safety of the vizier and of the East 
India company required that these grow-* 
iiig evils should be corrected. In addi¬ 
tion to this sjt^te of internal disorder, Oude 
was threatened with external danger, by 
the approach of Zeman Shah. Under 
all tho.se circum-stances, the measures pur- 
hied by the noble lord in Oude appear to 
have been founded in the wisest policy, 
as as in the siUdetest justice, and we 
have reason to brelieye, from tfie evidence 
of major Ousely, that those metisures 
have promoted the reUl interests and hap¬ 
piness of the vizier, and of his people.-^ 
The following Extract oti a letter to> ttie 
governor general, dated 4th of Dec.. ISQO, 
shews* that the conduct of the noble 
with respept to Oude, was highly approv¬ 
ed of -by the court of directors. Thiey 
say, ^ That they entertained a due seifse 

* of the hiffhly essential services ,of tlfie 
^ marquis Wellesley in the persevering 
' zeal with which jic^effected a reform ip 

* the military establishment of the nal^> 

' vizier, a ‘measure not less contributing 
^ to the preservation of his excellency*^. 
« dominions, than to the relief of the 
‘ pany’s finances, by furnishing 
^ additional subsidy^, to the annual 

* of fifty lacks of rupees, to reinfn)^se4 

* chargelof the late augmentation 

' troope In that quarter, so ne(;e^y jttf be 
^ made in view to the ultimatdl^^^ty of 
< our po^e^ioib3 agnimt ikt ^ 
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and of the ai*my of the Nizam. Be* 
^es these dangers with which v^e were 
t Watened at the time the noble lord took 
cl\igc of the Indian government, he 
Ibuiid^ empty treasury and our credit so 
low, that the company's 8 per cent, paper 
was at a discount of more tlian 20 per cent. 

1 would beg to call the attention of the 
liousc situation iu which W'e should 

ai this moment stand, threatened as India - 
is by the ruler of trance, if the measures of 
the noble lord not been carried into effect ? 

1 would ask. what our prospects woyfd be 
if a large Iwench force, rea^Jj^ig the north- 
western frontier of India, were to be there 
jiMiied hy 40,000 well disciplined native 
troops, under French officers, and 200 pieces 
of -^Vrtillery, with every necessary equip- 
inenl for an army, and with the resources 
of a country, vichliag an annual revenue 
of above one mil ion sterlint* ?—If Oude, 
our fiontier, was in the disoixhTcd and 
distracted state in which it W'as found by 
the noble lord, wnth its army as described 
by Sir James Craig, totally undisc’qDlined, 

‘ mutinous, licentious, unarmed, and dis- 

* anbciccl to their princt^and his govern- 

* ment.’ I thinly wc might tremble for the 
safely of India. But if, in addition to this, 
.there was a I'orce of 1 .'i.OOO men and 60 guns, 
under French officers at Hydrabad, threat- 
rniiig the northern Cir|ars.ifhd twcut ofFall 
communication hv'Tsnd' between Madra, 
and Bengal?— If iTippoo^Sultan was at the 
head of an army sufficiently p'wv rful t 
meet us as he did, single handed in the field ? 
If Scindiah, the ra.jah ofBerar, and Hollfar, 
were combin(‘cl against us ? And if French 
inffiience pervaded ec^ery court in India ? 

1 think there is no man that hears me so 
sanguine as to believe that, under these 
circumstances, we could r< tain our domi¬ 
nion in the F/ast,—Fortimalely, these dan¬ 
gers have been averted hy the4iol)ffi lord. 
He augmented the British fonce in Oude 
to guard agaiii^t the attack that was me¬ 
naced by ZVmaun briab, and directed the 
whole of his attention to overcome our 

^.Jbreign enemies. The French force at 
Hydrabad, and the French influence at 
that court, were completely annihilated. 
This able measure \vas followed up by the 
conclusion of a treaty with the Nizam, by 

' which our^subsidiary force was considera¬ 
bly augmented, and British influence was 
estabUshed. In the short space of tw’^o 
X 43 ^ths, from*thc time the army under gb-* 
rSt^l^arris crossed our frontier, Tippoo 
Sultaffrin the vain attentpt to defend his 
capital, lost hia tift; and his dominions 
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surrender^ to the British poweri—^Tfae 
Peishwa, driven by Scindiah and|Holkar 
from his capital, and obliged to take re¬ 
fuge at T[Ioi»bay, was restored his autho¬ 
rity, and a subsidiary trealy was eoncluded 
with him, similar to that with the Nizam. 

—Cuttac, the only maritime territory ’ 
of the MarhatAs on the coast of Coro¬ 
mandel, ever considered of the utmost im¬ 
portance, as connecting our possessions in 
Bengal*with those of Madras, and ,as 
shutting out the French from all commu- 
nicatiosi with the Mahrattas, on that sidg ^ 
of India; w^as acijiurcd.— Acquisitions, 
nearly as important, were made on the 
co 9 At of MalabaV, excluding the French in 
th&\c]uarler.—In loss than three months, 
lorajLakj^a name it is impossible to men- 
ut wkh the deepest concern) gained 
brilliilVt victories—in which he de- 
Gyed 31 battalions of Perron^s arm}’', 
and to#k 268 guns. A gallant officer, an 
honourable member of this house, in two 
brilliant actions at Assaye and Argaum, 
whieh\ for conduct in the general, and 
determined bravery in th^ troops, have 
never been surpassed—and where, if ever 
victories were gaimSd b^y the exertions 
and example of an individual, they were 
gained on those occasions, by the excr- 
tiotfs and example of my hon. friend; in 
tliose two actions, he completely defeated 
the armies of Scindiah and the Rajah of 
llurar, destroyed the remaining battaliopa 
of Pciron’s army and took 13^ guns.— 
Thes^ glorious victories were follow ed by 
advantageous treaties of peace.— These 
are a few of tiie splendid services of that 
illustrious character, Marquis Welle3ley. 

1 will npt trust myself to speak of the re¬ 
turn he has met with. Durwig a period of 
seven years, the most eventful in our his- 
rory of'Inclia, decision,‘energy, apd puri- ' 
ty marked every measure of his adminis¬ 
tration, and they were crowned with suc¬ 
cess.—^I'hinking as I do of the conduct. 
pf that noble lord, thinking (hat h® was 
the saviour of British India, and con- ^ 
vinced that an ardeyit.zeal to promote 
the honour ^and the real interests of his 
country gov*ei^ied every part of his con- 
duejb, I shall oppose the Resolutions moved 
by the noble lord; and shall most l 
dially concur in the motion of the right, 
hon. baronet. ? ^ 

Mr. Grant differed from the hoif. gent.' 
who had jtstsat down, because he thought 
the meaesilres of the noble marquis h& 
been .extremely prejudicial to thrf'ittfefcsts 
j^of the company. He thought the tran|^- - 



^Iha iVOadfe both in its natiM atidj^ro* 

nsnataj, ^breinely anjiist. Of tliB, im- 

questions that co^Id come under 
ibp j66nsidcration of parliament, t1hi3 was 
iiiost important, because to that was 
ihe last appeal to be made, i^^ease of any 
abuse of power in Sritish Indiai After 
adverting to the clrcumstSnces by which 
the company first became involved in the 
quarrels of the native prj.nces, the hon. 
gent, said, tfiat whatever might ha,vc been 
the opinion upon these subjects, they had 
j 4 lways considered treaties as sacred.* Mar¬ 
quis Cornwallis felt* sensibly for the dis¬ 
orders in Oude, but so strong was his re¬ 
gard for the faith of treatir^s, that he n|ver 
interfered upon the subject, otherwise fcan 
by remonstrance. It w as in brrach 
oi the treaty tliat the essence ob the pre¬ 
sent question consisted. A srfemn trVity 
had been violated six mouth/ after it^lTad 
been entered into, without any n»atcrial 
change of circumstances to render that 
violation necessary.'^ The ncgociation 
which led to the new treaty w^a|^an*ied 
on with a si^ies of compulsory mea¬ 
sures, executed with extreme rigour, by 
.which the nabob wtis compelled, under 
a menace of the deprivation of his \vh<d(j 
territory, to agree to the new treaty, 
whereby he was to pay 135 lacks insteaRl ot‘ 
76lacki^df rupees, as a subsidy,and instead 
of ten or thirteen thousand troops, any un; 
limited number was to be employed in Ifis 
territory. Thus the nabob had been de- 

f med of the whole benefit of iheTrc^ 3 J^ of 
^98, and yet in 1806, the number of 
troops employed in Oude did not 
11,400. The nabob was by these 
toans reduced to the state of a Zpmindar 
completely dependent upon the govem- 
meiit of l^ngal. When Oude fir§t threw 
itself injo our protection, it vras bf Weaty, 
and, except bjr treaty, we had no right to 
alter the relation of that country to our em¬ 
pire in India, for the nabob had fully com- 
pliediwith the treaty of 1708. The time 
at which that tfeaty had been violated had 
a time of profound peace. They 
had heard much of the alarn^ of invasion 
by' Zaihaim Shaw, and of the danger aris- 
fog firnm Buonaparte being in Egypt. JBut 
he had marquis Wellesley^s own authority 
for saying, that the danger of invasion had 
passed away at the time of the treaty by 
fb^action of Zemaun Shaw. Here ^ 
dkector proceeded to read^n extract 
i aieUer of lord Wellesley to the sc- 
|,<|(Jinsteiittee of the court of direeftora.'^ 
dopmentproved ^bat the danger* 
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from Zemaun Shaw had passed away 
the time ^the treaty wes negociated, and 
be contended that before the troops oad 
been marched some communicati<m ought 
to have been made to the nabooT The 
demand of the reform of his troops the 
nabob seemed never to have understood, 
but as applying to their improvement, and 
not to the reduction of them, amd there¬ 
fore,•some explanation ought to'fhave been 
given to him of what w'as required of him. 
On the \\holc, he could not see that the 
occa‘sion*called for the interference. The 
assumption territory in the Carnatic, 
which had oeen done under an imperious 
necessity,did not apply; and as to the de¬ 
position of Vizier Ally, that event had 
originated in his own violence; and the 
circumstance of his being spurious, and not 
of the blood of Rajah bujali al Doulah. 
The hon, gent, denied that the transactions 
in Oude had ever received the sanction of 
the court of directors at the period stated 
by the hon. baronet, and for a good rea¬ 
son, ba:ause they had not been acquainted 
with them, and when they weie informed 
respecting them^they had taken the course 
that the occasion called^for. It was not 
till the 24th of June 1802, that the treaty 
liad been communicated to the council of 
Calcutta, six months after the transaction 
had taken ‘ place, aftd a great part of the 
impropriety of th^*^sc arose from the 
circumstance of tJie noble marquis having 
taken upon himself to violate the treaty of 
1798, and to take one half of the province 
of»Oude from its sovereign. It might be 
asked what was now to be done? He 
would not take upon him to say, but he 
thought that substantial justice ought to be 
done in some manner. I'he character 
of this country was its dearest possession, 
add he was convinced that that character 
vvould*be compromised, if the bouse should 
not, with a*view to national honour and 
national justice, e gress i^ disapprobation 
of thft transaction. 

Sir Jolin Anstruthcr, in explanation, de¬ 
nied that he had thrown out any aspersion , 
on the administration of lord Teignmouth^ 
although he thought it a government more , 
of mildness’than of vigour. 

Mr. Wallace declined entering into any 
detailed examination of the Pagers oh^the 
table, but vindicated lorcfWelleslcy’s con¬ 
duct from the gr^at feature of his admi- 
liibtration. With respect tb the ^esedu- 
dons of the noble lord, they kept 
moving an impqpchment; but Jor» W. 
wfi^ not much obligad Ho him ^fpr that. 
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l^cause^ if the stigrtlk SfBscd upon his i 
- was just, the could not, co/a- / 
uit/i its own honour, and that of 
jtry, forbear prosecuting him be 
fore a higher tribunal. Our connection 
with Oude, he maintained, originated in 
absolute conquest, and all that the nabob 
or his family possessed they owed to Bri¬ 
tish muni^^nce. In the treaty of 1798, 
it was stipulated, that if there were more 
than 13,000 men jn the country of the 
nabob of Uude, h(?w'as to be chai;ged,with 
the support of them ; and if there* were 
less than 8,000, there a propor¬ 

tionate deduction in the sub?idy,and there 
Was also in the treaty an established right 
of general interference in the government. 
On lord Wellesley’s arrival in India there 
w^aslhe loudest call for this interference. 
There was no protection either for the 
person or property of the inhabitants, and 
they w'ere oppressed by a large, useless, 
licentious, and he' might add, disaffected 
army. In support of this statement he 
quoted the authority of si? James Craig ; 
and if this was true, lord W. had two things 
to do, to substitute a for« for the defence 
of the country, and to get rid of an army 
which only served to burthen the country. 
X)f the necessity of this reform in his army 
the resident of the nabob himself was con¬ 
vinced. But befor e a ne gociation for this 
purpose could be seTcIb foot, a voluntary 
proposition was made by^the nabob to ab¬ 
dicate his government. This proposition 
lord \V. met with eagerness. But was his 
acquiescence in a proposition which was 
likely to be productive of the best effects 
to the people of that country, to be attri¬ 
buted to the overweening ambition of the 
noble lord ? If this was a crime in the 
noble lord, the hon. gent, declared thatjt 
was one in which he deeply partool^. But 
so far from its being a criminal act, he 
thought lord W. would have b^en wanting 
in his duty, embraced a^i op¬ 

portunity ofuoingso much good, by trans¬ 
ferring The inhabitants of an oppressed and 
teiiistressed province, to subjection to the 
Uiild laws of a British government- In 
, those circumstances, British troops were 
sent into the country; and this measure 
was, in the first place, peffectly consonant 
[with the treaty ; ijnd in the next place, it 
’was in the then situation of the province 
^f Ou^Je, absolutely necessaiy to the d^-i 
of the country, which was essential 
at to the pixjtection of the British 

domimons. It was inemnbent on those 
who^ toiiteidedj tKaf our power was then 


abused, t^shew either that our territory 
was not threatened, or that the troops of 
the nabob were adequate to his defence; 
neither of'which propositions could be 
made out if attention was paid to the hos¬ 
tile demonstrations of the Mahratfca powers, » 
or to the state (jf* the*nabob’s army, .And 
if a British force was necessary, the only 
question remaining to be settled vrafl^whe¬ 
ther the number of troops sent into the pro¬ 
vince of OiAle were more than suffici^t 
for the purpose of its defence; for if they 
were not more than what the exigency 
affairs required, w e were authorised by one 
of the articles ,of the treaty to demand ' 
thjjthe expences of the army should be 
y ed the nabob; and if this could not 
»ne^^ any other means, to take pos- 

_of 'l^s territory as a security. On 

th^e grour^ls he gav^ his decided nega- 
tive*to the Resolutions of the noble lord. 

Mr.'S. Lushington (Member foV/Yar¬ 
mouth) contended, that the observations 
rnadeJ^y the lion. gent, who preceded him, 
did not, *in great part, apf^y to the ques¬ 
tion then submitted to the consideration of 
the house. Without fojlowing him through- • 
out the extensive circuit he had taken, the 
paramount question was, whether the cha¬ 
racter of Great-Britaiii, for good faith, had 
been preserved } It was, whether the mar¬ 
quis Wellesley, in those treaties, which 
fledged the honour and credit of this coun¬ 
try, had not, without any pretext on the part? 
of th^nabob of Oude, violated their spirit 
af!f?letter,andconsequentlydeterioratedour 
character with the native powders of Hindos- 
tan.^ The hon. gent, had asked, what benefit 
could marquis Wellesley acquire in keeping 
possession of the principal ity.of Oude.^ That 
was not the question; but the fact waSj^ 
that lle*had continued in possession of that 
principality from 1801 until 18o5. Th^ 
noble marquis had disdained to regulate 
his policy in the government of India);)y- 
that system which the East India dirqptori 
had recommended ; regardless of the voiqe 
of the British legislature, oftw^o acts of 
liament forbidding the^extensjon of ter-* 
ritory, he had,jconfident in his own talentsi, 
and in gratification of his own ambitious « 
views, abrogated the solemn provisions of 
ratified treaties, i|ind committed, by 1^4 
disregard of the recorded injunctidna df 
parliament, the good faith of the 
character, and the security of our pps^s^-: 
sions in Ihqia. It had been said^that sdc%y 
system^ of action was executei| .for, tbn 
j/ublic^good, that it wa^ nafiTOly cafcuIati^ 
to prbdut^ benefit to Gmt1ibtaiD,'but\ 
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^h6«b[ t}ii€ ’aggression was committed. 

' AgimBSt this interference he should ever 
^ntend^ that it was the universal plea of 
tyrants, the ready defence of oppression, 
it WfKS that palliation which heretofore 
had been given by*all tjae promoters of 
^ ' conquest and subjugation in India. Such 
a defence was similar to that assumed by 
Buonaparte; it was only feo be coir pared 
with the french degree of 179'^, >vhich 
this and every other moral country repro- 
^■•^^^v.ted, because it was founded on that re¬ 
prehensible principle, that a foreign power 
was justihed in iutcrferipg with the do- 
tnestic arrangements of a state, imde^the 
profossed pretext of correcting the e^brs 
i of its domestic policy, and of ad the 

■ general happiness of the peou^. \%s it 
in England thatsu^^li a plea ceuld be t\ic- 
rated ? Was it in this country that siF:h a 
prete:^t of interference wdth the** rights 
and independence of a recognised go¬ 
vernment could receive sanctioi? and 
support from j's legislature t &it, what 
was the first mode of relief? it was a mo- 
, jiopoly of salt, from which the hon. gent, 
who spoke last said a revenue of 125,000/. 
Was derived. Such an impost, as creating 
a monopoly, was in every view injurious; 
hut, as afiecting a necessary of lifejVas 
ui^st and tyrannical. The hon. gent, op¬ 
posite had reviewed the whole history o/' 
India, from the first establishment of tfic 
British power in that quarter of the world, 
and had laid considerable stress 

E ' bable dangers which threatened the 
jan interest of this country in the years 
^ 17^0 and i701. In what way did they 
apply to the merits of the present ques¬ 
tion ? For any explanation or defence to 
be extracted from such a'reference, he 
might VLt well have talked of the probable 
. ^:^pgers with which this country was mc- 
qanced by the Spanish pow er, in the reign 
m queen Elizabeth. The fact still re- 
,„maLn*^d undenied and indisputable, that 
tjie marquis Wellesley had violated ^the 
"^„*^orded and pdSitK^e determination of 
. and therefore ho trusted that 

of commons, in ttefcnce of their 
r resolutions, in support of the law of 
' tand, in vindication of the national 
charactejv^l^uild visit with its censure any 
low^cst servant in the service 
India Company, to the proiffl 
ghty governor wrho travelled witli 
troop* of hoi^se^ who should" dare to 
iif disobedience to the promulgated^ 
tments of tft^legislatute and 
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total disregard bf existing treaties. The^r<^ 
was no proof of that evident necH^i- 
ty, which could alone warrant the i^tpr- 
ferertce with the nabob of Oude.^fThere 
was no backwardness in the payment of 
his instalments on the part of that prince. 
But it was evident, that from the very 
moment that marquis Wellesley arrived in 
India, w^hen he was scarce w^rn in his 
officS, before any complaint was or could 
be made against the nabob, he, the mar¬ 
quis,, had, to colonel 

ScotVthe resident at Lucknow, expressed 
his determii]|^m of possessing hirn.'^elf of 
the Duab, a very extensive proportion of 
the territory of ()u(le. Whilst, therefore, 
the non-payment of tfio subsidy was made 
tlic visible ground for invading the inde¬ 
pendence ot that prince, the evtmtnal ac¬ 
complishment of a territorial cession an as 
the paramount object of the marquis Wel¬ 
lesley’s policy and exertions. Indeed, 
frgm the correspondence of that nobbunan 
wdth colonel Scott, there wiis nothing to 
he (rated but Ane tissue of hypocrisy and 
dissimulation, holding out false hopes and 
Views to the nalr>b, at the same moment 
that difficulties were created, in order to 
make their existence a pretence for carry¬ 
ing into elTcct the views of aggression en¬ 
tertained ])y the m,arquis Wellesley, from 
the first moment of his arrival in India, 
against the princqT^TiTfy of Oude. Much 
liad .been said of the dilapidation of thtt 
resources and financial means of Oude, in 
order to give a colouring to the system of 
cottduct pursued against the nabob. Let 
the. house and the country for a moment 
bear ni their recollection, that from the 
commencement of the British intercourse 
with Oude, the subsidy paid by that prin- 
cy:>ality increased, in 24 years, from 
115,000/. to 1,(500,000/. British. A pretty 
conviricing answer to such allegations, and 
an unansAA^erable proof that there was no 
disinclination on Un^aiA>>of the nabob to 
pay mr tjie sccurityue had I'eceived. But 
for what purpose were the means of as¬ 
sistance a(lo])tcd hy the British govern.^ 
ment ? Was it for Oude solely ? There 
was no person so Quixotic as to believe 
that any government Avas now animated 
by such disinterested principles. ,It then 
was for the security of ^le British pqwerjf 
in India ; and' surely if a sum of money' 
was expended for the defence of Iceland 
*aAd Scotland, and tlirough^these parts* 
the kingdom for the security^of life €mi- 
pire, there was n« man wIm) ^ 
these particular portibnf Be|>a- 
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rately burden^ with the ejcpenjie which I 
^‘vas incurred. But the marquis Wellesley, ' 
Jiis conduct to the nabob, was not con-, 
tem^with exacting the whole of the sub¬ 
sidy. jHe called not only for it, but, as, it 
was rumoured, for more than the specific 
amount, anck that to a moment; adding, 
by his future demands for territorial ces¬ 
sion, of severity to a principle of 

pei4idy^nd injustice. It was in evidence 
before the house, that lord Teignmouth 
had declared, tliat as long as th^ nabob 
of Oude paid his instalments, the British 
government was boui\d-Jty treaty not to 
<lemaiuJ any territorial security. He did 
pay up the instalments; and in what view 
did the aggression of marquis Wellesley 
then present itself? Yet, under all the 
obligations of the treaty of 1798, the nabob 
was to have complete controul over his 
household, his troops, and his subjects. 
Could the noble lord confine these expres¬ 
sions to a controul over his wardrobe; 
for little else did that nobleman leave to 
the unfortunate prince Was there then 
any wonder in seeing, as the declaration 
of the East India Directors expressed, the 
nabob in tears, and much dejected. Was 
there any surprise in fuiding that he had 
laid down the turban of a Mahometan 
prince, and retired from the palace of his 
fathers, to the hovel of a peasant, weigh¬ 
ed down, as he "^I^SS^by the oppressioi^ 
and injustice of the aggressions coiQmitted 
by marquis Wellesley. It was upon these 


grounds that he appealed to the feeling r sentiments upon the extensive ques< 


the house, to its love of justice, and «enstj 
of moral character. He called upon it to 
vote its censure upon a man, who, in vio¬ 
lation of the law of the land, and the bind¬ 
ing provisions of a solemn compact, had 
been guilty of cruelty and oppression, had 
degraded the character of liis country,*and 
would, on every progressive step of the 
inquiry, be found more deserving of pub¬ 
lic reprobation. » 

Mr. Bdkkes thought that the hdhse had 
no jurisdiction on the subject. * He depre- 
cated, at all times, the house taking upon 
itself judicial functions, as he conceived 
they generally, in such cases, judged bad¬ 
ly. He thought it highly improper. He 
remembered the hous^ once being occu¬ 
pied for^a long time in judicial investiga¬ 
tions about m Thomas *Rimibold, which 
ended by the members absolutely ceasing 
attend; tod, on the last resolution Upbn 
jburinw, there were precisely 40 
ip the house^ The delay in Mn 
the necessity 

VoL. X. 


of e sei^arate judicature for Indian allure. 
The hou. member concluded by depreuat- 
ing all further investigatiqn upon a subject 
wherein *1116 house could c^e to no effi¬ 
cient conclusion answering the ends of 
justice. Its constitutional capacity was^ 
legislative ajjd nof judicial, and therefore* 
it was useless to investigate where it had ^ 
110 power to judge or to execute. He 
VI op Id rathe«, under such ciremnstances, 
fonn»no opinion upon the subject# than 
pursue inquiry to no effect. He would 
therefore conjure the house to desist 
farther investigation, but he hoped that 
would not defeat the ends of justice in 
sifrne other way. He remembered to have 
Vj^ad of an instance in the year 1773, when 
enquiry was instituted in that ^ 
luuse relative to lord Clive, when, after a 
s/milar debate to this, which continued till 
Tiye in the morning, the house seemed to 
be agreed,.that there was no reason to 
doubt the truth of the charges ; but never¬ 
theless, it was induced to adopt a sort of 
conclusion, that thenobi^lord had render¬ 
ed great and important services to the 
country, and that therefore it became 
matter of serious t}ue^ion, whether the* 
Resolutions for his censure ought to be 
adopted, and they were eluded by a pre- 
vldus question. 

Mr. W, Smith suggested the propriety 
^ of adjourning the debate, on the considera- 
lotion of the lateness of the hour, and 
many members who had yet to deliver 


tion then before them.—After a few words 
from the chancellor of the exchequer Aod 
lord Folkestone, the debate was aojotirned 
to Tuesday next. 

* ■ HOUSE OF.LORDS. , 

^ Thursday, March 10. ^ 

[Kivc^s Message respecting 
Lord Haw’kesbury presented the foUiWfitig 
Message, from his majesty G. |L Uia 
majesty thinks it proper to atquamt the 
house of peers thaf die kiqr^ S^ien. 
having resisted every threat that had beeit 
employed tea induce him to join the bos<^ 
tile continental confederacy against GpUbR 
Bfritain, and having thereby exposed 
dominions to increasing and imm^lltli^^ 
danger, his majesty felt it his duty* to-,;' 
/ord that monarch the mos^) 
efficaciofs support and as^U' ^ .. 
majesty hafe, therefore, 
vention With the king of 
^ Vhich bq has 
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Ihe botN^; Rud he relies oti th^ wisdom 
Mnd ^libemUty of his faithful commons, 
thst dey wilf enable his majesty to^make 
^jood^ his cnsfa^cinents with an a/ly of 
saih approved firmness and fidelity/' 

^ ’ His majesty^s message was ordered to 
be taken into consideratioi^ on Monday, 
©n the motion of lord Hawkesbury, wlio | 
stated that copies of the treaty would pro- | 
bably be delivered to their«lordships<»bc- 
fore they separated. 'I'he earl*of Lltudov- 
dale asked if there was any article in the 
-tF©ety, for imposing d«ties similar to those 
in the bill for carrying into effect the or¬ 
ders of council ? Lord Il^mkesbury an¬ 
swered in the negative. 

(Exports.] Lord Auckland held in 
hand, and perused \\ith satisfaj^^ioni a 
paper lately laid before their lordships^f 
the ainoiint of the exports from this coin 
try; which almost reached the sum ofeJ-O 
fniliions. He had already *ob..crv^d to 
their lordships what a very large projKvrtion 
of those exports were takeiii by Amewca; 
and hence he urged how' ruinous to 
our Commerce the operation of the Orders 
^.m.Council must prove, especially if car- 
md to their utiuost 'extent against the 
trade of the United States. It would be 
found, that between the account now in 
his hand, and a similar one presented last 
year, there was a diflereiicc of between 
three and four millions, but of this failing 
off he was not disposed to complain ; but^ 
at the same time, he must advise their 
lordship^ to prepare their minds for a 
diilcrent statement next year, should the 
measure of the Orders in Council be un¬ 
fortunately persisted in to their present ex¬ 
tent. The noble lord further otvserved 
that, in order more precisely to ascertain 
the difference betwTen the two yegrs in 
the'difiertnt branches of our manufactures, 
he should now move, That theroLe laid 
before the house an account of the amount 
of the value of the Exports for the last 
ffiree tmontlra, endiiig the ' 5th of Jan. 
1808:” 

^ The Earl of JVtsUptoieland would not ob¬ 
ject’ to the motion of the nobl^ lord ; but 
he could not help remarking file difference 
of tone which the nobje lord assumed 
on the same subject this year, from what 
be had assumed in tlie preceding year, 
tast year his observations were accora* 

S nied fvith a warm panegyric on tho 
ic administration, 'fhis year Ihere was 
^ ^ l^ ^ anegyjic on his majesty's present 

^ k 'w^too 
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the noble earl to expect a panegyric 
present occasion, unless he should 

__ ‘ _i-*-.- 



ministei's for the diminution in the expj 
of the country to the amount of n^rly 
four millions. He had indeed adverted to 
that falling off; but he had said, he did not 
complain of it. To panegyrise ministers 
must surely have savoured of irony. 

Lord Stanhope advised ministtr^ not to 
provolce comparisons between tlieir ow^n 
conduct and that of their predecessors. In 
the condiK^l of the latter ^here was every 
thing good, in that of the former nothing 
but mischief, tfh ft question was then put 
and agreed to. 

[Ommcks in Rkversion Bill.] —On the 
order of the day being read for the house 
resolving itself into a committee on this 
bill. 

Lord Arden rose to oppose the measure 
altogether. Nothing had occurred to his 
mind since the question was last agitated 
to induce him to depart from the opinion 
he had then expressed; he should, there¬ 
fore, stilF persist*in considering the bill as 
an infringement of the prerogative of the 
crow n ; and, in ihftjinanner in which it w as 
hi ought before their lordships, he might 
also fairly contend that it was an encroach¬ 
ment on the privileges of their lordships' 
liouse. He could not but express his ap¬ 
ple liension of w^hat migh t be the conse¬ 
quences of their lo*iMffips' acquiescing in 
the measure. He would, how'ever, refer 
th(‘m to the measures that were witnessed 
in this country in the year 1641, and to 
fhe t onsequences with w'hi(;h they had 
been attended. They afi’orded so strong a 
lesson to him on the present occasion, that 
he must give his decided negative to the 
bill going into a committee, as he com- 
])letely despaired that it would be possible, 
by any amendment, to free it from the ob- 
jections^o w hich he thought it liable. He 
should therefi>re move, that the order be 
discharged. w 

Lora Bopwgdon was at a l^s how the 
bill could be viewed in the light in which 
the noble lord seemed to consider it. It. 
w as not in the contemplation of the bill to 
infringe the prerogative of the cro'^ n. Its 
object merely was to suspend the granting 
of places in revd^sion for a time to be 
limited; such at least he understood woujd 
be one of the amendments proposed in 
the committee ? and on the ground ofjthat 
idt^nded amendment it was Uftit he should ^ 
vote that the bill be committed. 
%uspension of the exercise of the 
<tive he could not view 
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of it; nor could it be fairly supposed that I upon du« c 
"he measure was unacceptable to the crown./ 
nust be rejneinbered by all their lord-t 
that in the la^st session of parliament 


0040 
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it was recommended by his majesty, in 
the speech delivered by the commission¬ 
ers, that both houses of parliament should 
pay an early attention to the best means of j 
introduij^g economy into the public ex- j 
penditufe. The recommendation pfoceed- 
ed, no doubt, from the address oi‘ the house I 
of commons to his iiiajesLy, pi’ayipg that 
his majesty would not in future g»ant any 
places in i eversion. Ilgrc-jhen it appear¬ 
ed that the measure, as proposed by the 

• other house, was a part of a system of 
economy which the present situation of the 
country seemed justly to call for; and that, 
as* such, it was recoiriineiuled from the 
throne. IIo\v then could noble lords ob¬ 
ject to the bill in toto, as an infringement 
on the prerogative ? If it was intended to 
make it a pcrinaneut legislative measure, 
he should object to it also; and look upon 
it be, in some measure, «in encr«achinent 
on the usage of the prerogative. Rut the 
reason, as he already^tated, for tlie bill 
going into a committee, was, tfiat in the 
commirtec he expected its duration w'ould 
be Limited. He did not expect any great 
saving would be made by it to the public ; 
nor w^ould he allow it to be a permanent 
legislative measurv^fdNmt he was anxious it^ 
should be iairly enteitained out of respect 
to the opinion of the other house, and to 
the recommendation that opinion had re-, 
ceived from the throne, lie did notii'on*- 
ceive that any inconsistency would be im¬ 
puted to him on account of any diderence 
in. the opinion he had expressed of this 
measure, w hen it had in a former session 
been before the house. His opinion was 
then, as it was now^, guided by the s&me 
principle and the same spirit; artd under 
that impression, he should vote for com- 
miltiug the bill. i 

Lord Hf^ciidak argued, with* great 
warmth, ageist the bill. It w!is not only 

^^n infringemeSLef Uie prerogative, but an 
encroachment on the privileges of that 

• house. The increasing influence of the 
crown was a topic which, in all times, it 
had been fashionable dwell upon. Since 
Mr. Burke’s famous bill, he would, how- 
eter, edhtend •that the uifluenco of the 
crown h^ been diminished rather than 

^ iPQ^ased. ^ince that period, the c<>m- 
^«iOi;cial wea^h of the country had very 
augmented; and, with it/ 
had also risen. So that/ 


upoa otMi hc^iitleratiofi, it would appeir 
that the influence of the other orders of 
the community liad incTeased, while that 
of the erdwn remained stationary, or, in 
com])arison, .seemed to d^orease. The 
lonn and manner in which the bill was, 
brought in, li^d also much in it to alarm 
their lordships : it appeared to him in the 
shape of a threat, or as the commencement 
of measures the consequence of which 
rnigha too*late deplore. He agreed with 
his noble friend (lord Arden) in repto* 
senting it as one llint might remind tbeir > 
lordships of the year and of the ca-* 

lamitics that ^nsued. He could see no- 
tVfingto fear in the influence of the crown; 
ir>w'as no more than it ought to be for the 
maintgjAance of its own dignity, and for 
the security of the privileges of that house, 
wkh which the security and authority of 
tli^ throne w ere so nearly connected. As 
in otfier the teri'ors of the influence 

of th^crown continued after the cause of 
these terrors had long ceased. There was 
nothing now in that ^^ijnence justly to 
alarm the country. It was fully counter¬ 
balanced by the growing influence of the, 
other estates. Rut ^ve v^re told it was not 
the intention of the measure to go any 
I’urther than to a temporary suspension of 
tlfe prerogative. Whether the bill w^as for 
one, or two years, or four years, was just 
the same to liiin. It was the principle^ 
•not the duration of the measure, he ob¬ 
jected to ; in the principle was the mis- 
of it, and he would opjiose it in the 
very beginning. It was the beginning of 
every evil tliat ought to be resisted, be¬ 
cause resistance might afterwards be fruit¬ 
less. Jiet their lordships look to the be¬ 
ginning of the French iVivolution, Let 
them ^'onsidcr what irreparable mischief 
Followfed^e advice of M. Necfear to in- 
creasp^Ke number, and consequently the 
w'eigTit*of the tiers etat. The tiers etal 
prevailed ; the nobility were sooit* pra» 
.scribed, despoiled of their possessions, and 
driven into beggary and exile ; and what 
was the pretext aiul c^use of that violent 
change r The reform of abuses; the adop¬ 
tion of an "economical system. If their 
lordships were therefore wise, they wou^® 
meet this first attempt of a similar natural , 
and not yield to it. ‘ For his part, here 1^^^ 
should make his stand. The other 
might propose such measures df thjpMitXI 
and economy, but he was deteriniii^ i|pt 
to submit. 

The Lord Chancellor left th^ 
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his sejitiihents fully on a precewng day; J considered in the interim, whether any of/ 
that he cominncd in the same persuasion;* the offices granted in reversion ought 
and that this bill should not, with his indivi- fbe regulated or abolished. Their 
duul cbncutTCwce, go into a committee. ships had an important public duiy to 
Lord Holland ur^ed the expediency of perform; they ought not to be swayed by 
^ agreeing to the bill,^ and defended the influence on the one hand, or by clamour 
conduct of the house of copamons, which on the other; but do steadily that which 
he conceived to be perfectly constitutional, seemed the best mode of removing any 
the amount of it merely being an address grievance, or carrying into efidct any 
to his majesty not to grants any offices in propef plan of public ecbnomy. We could 
reversion until six weeks after thef^ com- not see any danger in agreeing to this 
mencement of this session of parliament, bill; if any other measures should be pro- 
^ H% differed with th^ noble and learned posed vrhieh were inexpedient or impro- 
lord as to the causes of the evils which per, as his nol:\Ji^a»fl learned friend seemed 
followed the transactions ,of 1641 ; he to apprehend, it would be competent for 
thought they were rather produced their lordships to reject them, 
high prerogative lawyers stretching the Earl Grey ,—My lords; the noble lord 
prerogative too far. As to the'lfears of who has just sat down,hasdeliveredob- 
what had been once formidable remaining servations so marked by political pru- 
when the danger had ceased, it might 1)^ deuce, that 1 .Should have ftdt it unneces- 
to that sentiment that we might attribute sary to have troubled your lordships, were 
the terrors some people. cviL:^<n^ Khd of I not unwilling to give a silent vote on a 
the pope, and their tears for the return of question of such vital importance at the 
queen Mary. He ir.trcated their lordsiiips present moment. 1 have heard fall from 
not to reject the JWil; but, on the contrary, a noble dirid iearifed lord (Redesdale) such 
by agreeing to it, to shew their disposition strange inferences, that 1 really feel at a 
,to concur in measures of public economy. los^ in what manner to account fur them. 

The Earl of objected to the bill, unless by supposing him t® be influenced, 

on the ground that no necessity for it had on this occasion, by as* strong a political 
been proved ; therq was nothing but the bigotry, as recently h® was by a religious , 
mere statement in the preamble that‘it bigotry, so violent as pot to have permitted 
was expedient, but why it was expedient his majesty^s ministers to'venture his re- 
was not shewn; and that, in his opinion, ^turn to Ireland. ^ffl^Mearned lord has 
was not a sufficicient ground for calling* declared his decided hostility to this mea- 
upon the king to give up a long-used pre- sure, principally upon three grounds ; 
ypgative. He thought the bill oughf*fe;^►i tirst, that its advocates have aflbrdcd to 
be discussed thereon its own merits, with- this house no proofs of its expediency ; 
out mixing with it any question about the next, that it is a direct invasion of the 
conduct of the house of commons. royal prerogative ; and finally, that it is 

The E?^rl a|‘ Moira also objected,to the objectionable, from the manner in which, 
bill, on+ similar gr<^nd. He did ttot he asserts, the other house of parliament 
think tilt bill at treasure of public has attempted to force it upon the consi- 
economy4 or thaiu had iay gi^ter erm- derition of your lordships. My lords, in 
nection widyplibHc economy tnhiKwitli the first Jjlace, its expediency has appeared 
the GreehlSIt whale-fishery,' ITie pre- manifest to those who, by the vote of the 
rogatives crown must be always other house, a voteirccoromended by the 

Considered benefit of the Speech^ from the throne, had^n conse- 

peopk ; but ih this case there was, in his quence of very accurate inv^^^iigation and 
opinion, no object^ public benefit to be very mature inquiry, found/that, in order^^ 
a^ained. Under tljlcircumstvices, how- to effect all the objects of a salutary and 
eveiS til which tlnsbill came^o the house, practicable economy, an end ought to be 
he inthildedj, order was discharge/i, put to the granting of offices in reveraion. 
to message be sent to the It was found, that i^hilst such grants con- 

houie of Impuio^s, requestiUg a confer^ tinued to be made by the crowp, it vlas }j 
ence, they might state their impossible either to abol&h or regulate f 

reasoifs the bill, those ^tfices, which, from a change in cir- 

ex^ cdnlstancesi had considerably^ varied* in 
j^ieMjMp^agreeihl; to the bill, with the the naiture of their importaxteo^ bfr^thef' 
be prof^^d by his extent of thek duties, from Uto 
IPPPiPpt^^iu; that It mi^t* hp J mbm tiiey tveoe 0]%iaaUy» ttoieiii^^ 
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noble and learned loi*d not know» that 
j were uflices now enjoyed by persons, 
^uch grants, wherein, from a variety 
jVs su^h a considerable advance in 
the salary and profits had taken place, as 
never could have been in the contempla¬ 
tion of the crown when it bestowed them, 
or in the view of the public when it as¬ 
sented to/Lljliat prerogative, in virtue of 
which the ^ow er of conferring them M^as 
exercised, '^deed, in the case of the no¬ 
ble lord who has thought proper to move 
the amendment of this night, 1 !ind the 
strongest illustration of t|jis proposition. 
And here, my lords, give me leave to as¬ 
sure you, that in adverting to this fact, I 
am as sincerely impressed as any man who 
hears me with the valid and just title of 
llie noble lord (Arden) to the benefits of 
the situation w^hich he holds under this 
species of grant. Neither can I be sup- 
[)osed to atlribute to him any other motive 
for the line ol' conduct he has adopted on 
this occasion, than the conviction that he 
entertains of the injustice awd impropriety 
of infringing on the prerogative ; a con¬ 
sequence which he, in opinion, has so 
delusively attached to this measure. But, 
is there a man who hears me who is not 
fully convinced that the salary of the re¬ 
versionary oitice which he holds, has, by 
the operation of unexpected and recent 
causes, totally changc^d ist^ extent, 

and advanced in profit far beyond any, es¬ 
timate tliat ever was entertained cither by 
the person who granted or him who re- 
i eived the office originally ? If I am rot 
much misinformed, that place has advanc¬ 
ed in income, from comparatively a very 
trifling amount, to the enormous sum of 
20,000/. per annum. Can the noble and 
learned lord still complain of the want of 
proofs, in order to establish the expedi¬ 
ency of this prohibition ? or can the house 
believe that this is a solitary cjise, or one 
not sufficiently strong |to induce your 
lordships to imerpose a legislative correc¬ 
tion against th^continuance of such a dan- 
j'grous system ?>,feery inquiry that is 
mSle will more fully prove the variety of 
^milar cases which exist, and in v\hat a 
powerful manner they operate as impedi¬ 
ments to the necessary expectecl re- 
iformof the public offices, and consequently 
fo tKe alleviation W* the public pressure.— 
we next proceed to the objection arising 
^ (rom tile mfringement this measure is supv * 
posed to make ott the prerogative of the 
crowni' To the constitutional prerogative I 
of the eifiecutly^ ajitljorit^ I ptofeis my- 
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self a sjne^ friend, isnd therefore it js , 
tl|at I anxiously call vpon the, house to. 
{i^t an ^nd to a system, ab 9 ye all others 
calculated te strip the crowi^i of those , 
rights which are so necessaryits ho¬ 
nour and security. Let me &K:, in what 
manner this bill operates against that pre¬ 
rogative ? Is ndt the crown the fountain 
of honour ? Has it not the sole power of 
the appointment, to great ofiices? What 
else, then, does this bill effect, but to ret ^ 
cluce those places and offices to the stand¬ 
ard by *which at theij original formation 
they were regulated ? W hat change*^ 
does it introduce, what inroad does it make, 
but in lopping off those enormous profits, 
which never were in the contemplation 
of the g^nt, even when serious and ac¬ 
tive services were to be performed ? But, 
says the noble and learned lord, 1 cannot 
reconcile myself to support the principle 
of this in its operation, 

or in b«^g made tfi^yprccedent tor suc¬ 
ceeding innovations, ifSmight possibly or 
probably be attended witR^iost mischiev¬ 
ous and dangerous consequences. Keally, 
my lords, it is impossible to answer this 
argument, but by otheA wlych have here¬ 
tofore on many occasions been introduced 
into discussion. It^ indeed, such an ob- ^ 
jectidn was to succeed, if the spirit of im¬ 
provement was to evaporate from the in¬ 
fluence of possible dangers and probable 
ap/ireheiisioiis, if errors were not to be 
corrected or evils remedied fromanover- 
w;gf!ni«jg dread of ini>ovation, then this 
country would have to lament the want 
of all those great and glorious privileges 
and securities which constitute, so deser¬ 
vedly, our national boast and our most es¬ 
sential safeguard. For what* was Magna 
Charta but ai;» innovation ^ What else , 
was the ftig^of Petition f What (Jse the 
Revo]uU 9 ]i;^hat glorious epoch, when this 
countrjT obtained a recognition of its li¬ 
berties ? Indeed, I would ask the vener¬ 
able bench of bishops, whom, on thi^ 4 >c- 
casion particularly, I see in such fprmidar 
ble numbers aiTayed agaipst me, whether, . 
if this dislike to innovation, this hostility 
to improvements had existed soote centu-, 
ries past, this country would have paiti^ 
cipated in the enlightened wisdom and 
ndmerous benefits of the Reformation; nr 
whether they themselves would haye 
had a seat vnthin these walls, witli(||owier, ; , ^ 
to decide oiitbis measure of reform, 
they are now perhaps prepared ^ 

The noble ana learneef lord, iii' his rO^itof V. 
«ft eiifcts which 
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ensue from the adoption o^^this^ bill, or 
,, from iny; curtailment of the royal pie- 
fogatke/ has alluded to the history of 
this count/y in the year and ro 

the Prench Revolution, In reviewing the , 
dreadfol occurrences of those unhappy 
times, and particularly in the period of our 
own history, we are incfuced to overlook 
the errors*of that unfortunate inouarch, 
Charles L in fhe tragic catastrophe which 
btcfel him. But were the ^caliymities of 
that reign to be attributed to any conces¬ 
sions to iheclaims of the people ? 'Unhap¬ 
pily, the melancholy fate of that prince 
can be traced, to the obstinacy 'vith 
which every improveme'nt was opposed, to 
the unbending disinclination to conforAi to 
the spirit of the times, and to tl^ progress 
of jpaenlal advancement. Andiet it not 
beiorgotten» that w^hen forced into a mo¬ 
mentary accjuiescencc to the desire of the 
nation, the first «pport;;;^ni.]^V;gs sciiced to 
add perfidy to reljx'ah «a.y lords, 

with respect to^tjie French Revolution, 
where can w^Aiid a more signal and me¬ 
lancholy exemplification of the danger of 
not yielding to those plans of salutary and 
wholesome correction which the defects of 
all human institutions render absolutely 
necessary ? And here I call upon those 
who are so particularly attached to- the 
court, I call upon those illustrious and royal 
personages opposite to me [the dukes of 
York, Cumberland, and Canihiidgc] who 
are so active in their opposition to this 
measure, to reflect upon the falla a.^ ancl 
prostrate state of the legitjnuite so^ere!gns* 
of Europe, to consider the lamentable 
change which has befallen some of the 
most illustrious families on that continent- 
some expellf^J from the thrones'of their 
forefathers, or degraded ij;^to the lowest 
vassalaj^e to thte great ai^ iifordinUte 
powder of France. Be assureoS^hat much 
as the unrivalled conqueror of tj!^ Euro¬ 
pean continent owes to his own extensive 
talents for success, much as he is indebted 
to tRe undisputed .sagacity pf his plans, 
and to the rapidity and discipline of his 
armies> for his ^g&ntic elevation, he has 
had great and powerful avklliaries in the 
selfishness, the sordid view^s, the illiberal 
jealoi;\sIes, of the dynasties he has Sub¬ 
verted ; in the apathy and torpor of the 
oppressed and despised population over 
umom«he has triurnphed. Convinced a^s I 
am of these truths, I conjure t]|i8 house to < 
^Utepc before k commits itself with the 
hy ihe rejection of a* measure, 
the people expect, and which, hij 
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its operation, must tend to' alleviate tJ;>'j 
pressure of the severe, though unavoidable, 
burdens under which they labour, 

Lord Hawkesbury anxiously that 

the bill should go into a committee. lie 
agreed entirely in the sentiments expressed 
by the noble lord who spoke last but one, 
and thought that it was no improper inter¬ 
ference with the prerogative^for either 
bratnch of the legislature to the lulviee 

that appeared to them to be^)od for the 
exercise of the preiogsttive 'in the manner 
the'nioSt advantageous to the people. It 
might perhaps have been as well if the 
bill had befn merely for the susjxmsion of 
the exercise of tliis branch of the royal 
prerogative for a time to be limited, but 
he was bouticl to vote for the bill going 
into a committee. * 

Lord said, that in the v^hole 

course of his political life, he had con¬ 
stantly opposed every innovation, which 
could not be clearly proved to be neces¬ 
sary. The preamble of this bill stated that 
the ur^pasure v^^as expedient \ l>ut the house 
was not informed w hy ii was expedient. 
If the house of commons were to send up 
a bill, ' Whereas it is expedient that titlies 
be abolished,^ without pointing out why 
it was expedient, he certainly should 
not consider himself at liberty to vote foir 
it. 

Lord Hood stmjply objected to the bill. 
U])on the grouna.^t ol its inutility. No case 
of hecessity, in his mind, had been made 
out to induce the 4iouse to adopt such a 
measure, and tlie length of time which the 
former bill had been before tlie house was 
a convincing argument against passing the 
present one, the former having lain upon 
the table until it was almost sullbcated by 
the papers which overwdielmed it, until it 
was rescued from obscurity by a noble 
duke; then not in his place (the duke of 
Norfolk). 

The Earl of Lauderdale vindicated the 
late government n om the chygc of apathy 
and indiiierence towards ^ fate of the 
Reversion-bill of last He himself 

had, upon the 18th t>i June, moved tlfc'* 
second reading. He and his noble friendsfv 
however, bad every reason to expect that 
this measure wovld have been patronized 
by the present ^vernment, who had put i 
into the king's Speech, tupon’two occa-| 
sions, an exhortation to the parliament in 
^C|vour of public econom}^. The«noble^ 
lords, therefore, on his side of the Jiouse,* 
might not think it their duty to anticipate 
,the avoivedlnteiition ol^ imless 
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IS^unreasonable delay took place in car-1 
k vysuch intention into effect. 

Tl^iouse then divided on lord Arden's 
niotionr 

Contents - 52 Non-contents 45 

Proxies - 32—84 Proxies - - 39—84 
The numbers on each side being equal, 
the non-contents, according to the usage 
of the hdrHs.^ carried it.—Upon the re-^ad- 
inission of strangers, lord Redesdale was 
on his legs,'pi‘o])osing to the committee, 
that the preamble 7)f the bill should-not 
be postponed; which was negatived W ith¬ 
out a division. • • 

Lord Hatvkcshvry then moved, as an 
aincudmeiil, tliat the folhming \^ords be 
inserted in the first clause of the bill, 

' uiity the 1st day of June, IS 10.' 

Lords (Jrey, Holland, and Spcmcer, op¬ 
posed this amendment; but said that, rather 
than give up the bill itself, or risk the 
( liance of losing it altogether, they should 
iu)t be, if the sense of the house shotdd be 
for the amendment, disposed to oppose 
the bill so amended. * 

Lord IMufij^raxe entirely approved of the 
amendment ; as, in the c(«irse of the time 
so limited, llie jjubbe would have a prac- 
tjeal experience of the advantages likely 
to result from the bill, aiul parliament 
would be enablerl to asoertain liow far tlie 
piincl|)le might be extended, and to what 
specific abuses it might lu^pplied. 

The Lord ChcinccUor disapproved oflhr 
amendment; and said, that if his noble 
and learned friend on the (Toss- bench had 
thought proper to divide the house upon 
his amendment, ho should have voted in 
support of it. 

The question was then put upon the 
amendment, and the house divided : 

(xmtents 21 ; Non-contents 59 : Ma» 
jority against the amendment 38.-pThe 
several clauses were then read and agreed 
to. 



^ [King's Message kespec^ting Sweden.] 
. “—Mr. Secretary Camliog presented a Mes¬ 
sage from his majesty relative to the Swe¬ 
dish Treaty, being the saii»e w ith thatpre- 
. lsentt;,i in ttt^ house of lords. Mr. Canning 
* Ihen moved, that The Messagb be referred 
io thc^committee of supply to-morrow 
ahserving, thalf in the course of the pre¬ 
sent cvetiing ,he should have it in his 
power ito lay on the tables of thp house a 
copy of the Treaty.* • 
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|VJr. Whimeadj remarking that the po- 
liey of tlic treaty might ^be a subject of 
iiliportaiit deliberation, recommended that 
a longer time should be allowed to elapse 
after the house \v( re put into possession of 
the trealy, before they wore called upon 
to consider his D|dje'<ty's Message. 

Mr. Cannim^ maintained the propriety 
of referring tlie Message to the committee 
of supply lo-mofrow. If such a serious 
diflcrencd of o*pmion should then appear to 
exist, as.would load to a ])rotracted discus¬ 
sion, that discussion rni^ht be postponed. ^ 

The Speaker stated, that it was essen¬ 
tially^ necessary .that a Message of this 
natyre should be referred to the committee 
of suj)ply, and it was a customary mark of 
respect ijr tlie sovereign, to make that 
referemee at as early a period as possible. 

—The Message was then referred to a com¬ 
mittee ofsup[d\^ V 

—Mr. Se¬ 
cretary" tjanni 11 g shortT^fter presented to 
the house by his majesfj^ji; command, a 
(.'opy of x\fc Convention betSveen his ma¬ 
jesty and the king of Sw^eden : viz. 
Convention between.his Ma.)e.sty and 
THE KIN G <) 1 ’ Sw ED EN, sTgncd at Stock- 
holm oil the ISlh of February, 1808. 
"fhe consequences of the Treaty of 
Tilsit bclvveeii Russia and France unfolding 
tbemselves more and more in such a man¬ 
ner as to tlireaten Sweden with a speedy 
invasion, for the purpose of forcing her to 
aceedi' to tlie French system ; and his 
majesty finding himself therefore 
under the necessity of bringing forward, 
to resist its cliects, a greater force than he 
has at his ordinary disposal, his Britannic 
majesty, animated with the copstant desire 
of contributing tdthe defence and security 
of his ally, aiid^if supporting him by every 
means in a yar undertaken for the niiitual 
interests-afMjoth .states, has determined to 
give to his* Swedish majesty an immediate 
aid in money, as being the most prompt 
and eflicacious, to be paid from time to 
time at fixed periods; and their majesties 
having judged it expedieht, that a lormal 
Convention wkl]^ regard to their reciprocal 
intentions in this respect, should be con¬ 
cluded, they have, for this purpose, named-^ 
and authorised their respective plenipoten¬ 
tiaries ; that is to say.—In the name and 
on the part of his majesty the king af 
^United Kingjdom of Great Britain and Ire* 
land, Edward Thornton, esq. his''enVoy • 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
to his majesty the king of Sweden ; afid. 
ill Ihrf nquje and on the part of his majest^ 
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"’’ifliflti^ dfSwtdeJi, tJie BaJoini <J'Eh^-/ [Petitk^ rxm hfHpaii Atm 
littiA| ^r^idenfc of his chancery, and coU^ fool respecting the Orders in G^n- 
■ his order pf the polar ^tar, w|jo, cil.J Mr. Aldermfin Cofftlte presj^ed a 

mipr havir-g communicated‘to each other Petition from the Merchants and^Manu- 
' their respective full powers, haye agreed facturersof London, interested in the trade 
' hpon the following articles :—^Art. 1. His to America, praying to be heard by evi- 
majesty the kingo^the ijnited kingdom of dence and council. The Petition was read 
Great Britain and Ireland, engages that by the clerk ; it stated, 
there shall be paid to his majesty the king That the petitioners contemplate, 

of Sweden, the sum of l,GO0,0O0/. ill equal wi£h the greatest anxiety arrf appreheu- 
instalments of 100,000/. ste^-Ung each per sion, the alarming consciences with 
month, beginning with the month of Ja- which ^they are threatenea from certain 
\uuary of the present year inclusively, Orefers in Council; purporting to be issued 
and to continue successively in the * for the pjolevtion of the Trade and Na- 
course of each month, the first of which vigation of Great Britain/ but on which 


instalments shall be paid on the ratifitation 
of the present convention by his Swedish 
m^esty, 11. His majesty th^ king of 
Sweden, engages on his part to employ 
the said sum in putting into motion and* 
keeping on a respectable establishment, 
all his land forces, as shall 

be necessary of hipmeets, and pScTicularly 
his flotilla, in cyrfer to’ oppose the most 
effectual resjii^fance to the common ene¬ 
mies. III. Their said majesties moreover 
' to conclude no peace or truce, or 

convention neutrality with the enemy, 
but in concert and by mutual agreement. 
IV. The present Convention shall be rati¬ 
fied by the two high contracting parties, 

' and its ratifications shall be exchanged at 
London within the space of six w eeks aft/;r 
fhe signature of the said Convention,* or 
sooner if it can be done. In faith whereof, 
we the undersigned plenipotentia'^te. of 
' their said majesties, have signed the pre¬ 
sent Convention, and have caused the seal 
of.our arms to be affixed thereto. Done 
at Stockholm, the 8th, of Feb. iu the year 
of redemption, 1808. Edw. Thornton. 
E Ehtrenheim. • V • 

. St^ate Article .—^Thc high con¬ 

tracting parties have agreed to concert, as 
soon as possible, the measures be taken, 
and the auxiliary succours to be stipulated 
fof, in the case of a war actually taking 
place between Sweden and the Powders her 
‘neighbours; aftdHhe stipulations which 
thence result shall bfit considered as 
" s^arate and additional Ai^iclcs to this Con- 
ye^ijton, and shall have the same fo^-ce as 
they word for word inserted 

thereinf. In faith of which, we the under- 
, signed Plenipotentiaries of their said ma- 
j^Ues, h^ve signed this Sepi^rate Article,^ 
have censed the ^eai of our arms to* 
ftiereto. Dhne at Stockholm, the 
Feb. in thi year of redemptiofi, 
Ehw. TkoRNtoN, E. 

© % . i 


they are induced, after mature considera¬ 
tion, to believe that they must be produc¬ 
tive of the most ruinous effects; and that 
the petitioners are duly sensible of the ne¬ 
cessity of making every sacrifice of per¬ 
sonal interests to promote the strength and 
resources of the country in the present 
extraordinary crisis of public affairs; and, 
if the total change introduced into the 
wholli commercial system of this country, 
and of the world, by the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil, could be conducive to so desirable an 
object, the petitioners, great as their losses 
must be, would submit without a murmur; 
but, understanding that these orders ace 
principally, if nqt wholly, recommended 
by an opinion that they will prove bene¬ 
ficial to the ot?fflf!ffbrcial interests of this 
country, they feel it 'to be their duty 
humbly to represent their conviction that 
this opinion is founded in error, and that, 
if the prayer of their petition be granted, 
they shall be able to prove, that they must 
be productive of the most fatal conse¬ 
quences to the interest not only of the pe¬ 
titioners, but of the c-ommerce and manu¬ 
factures of the empire at large; and that 
the petitioners will abstain from enforcing, 
by ‘Any details, their apprehensions that 
these measures are likely to interrupt our 
peace with the United States of America, 
our* intercourse with whi^i, at all times 
valuable, is infinitely nwe so since we 
are excluded ^Uit^continent of^ 
rope; to this only remaining • branch of 
our foreign intercourse we muk now look 
for a demand for our manufactures, for 
many of the m^i^t important materials for 
their support, and for suppljps of ferovij 
sions and naval stores ^necessary for oui 
subsistence and defence; and the^etitit'^ 
oners feel assured, that tbi'y will be abl^ 
to prove, to the satisfaction df tl](6 house, 
that the neutrality of Amc^rica been 
the means of circulaliin^, taillill?ge mpbunt. 
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articles of fche produce arwj manufactures/|luce.eyidfnco in support of the allega 
^ this oountiy in the clorhinions of, our* l^ions of their petition, 


oountiy in the dominions of , oqp> jftions ot ttiew petition, or that the house 
erous enemies, to which we have no Twill examine into the nature and extent 
^ . 1.1 11 their g’tievances in any jnode which 

may appear advisable, with a view of af¬ 
fording such relief as the house may think 


n 

dir^ access; and that the annual value 
of British manuiactures exported to the 
United States exceeds ten millions ster¬ 
ling; and that, as our consumption of the 
produce of. that country fulls far short of 
that amdunt, the only means of paying us 
must ari^ from the consumption df the 
produce qf America in other countries, 
which the operation of the Ordqrs in 
Council must interrupt, and in nmst in- 
staiices totally destro^;^and that the peo¬ 
ple of America, even ii* they reniiiiii at 
•peace with us, must, a want of demand 
for their produce, and by the general dis¬ 
tress our measures must occasion, be dis- 
abfed from paying their debts to this 
country, which may fairly be estimated to 
amount to the enormous sum of 12 mil¬ 
lions sterling ; atid that the nenlrality of 
America, so far from being injurious to 
the other commercial interests of (h‘cat 
Britain, has ])vomoted fnateriaUy their 
prosperity; and that the produce of our 
colonies in the West Indies, of our empire 
in the East, and of our Fisheries on the 
banks of Newdbundland, has frequently 
found a foreign market by this means ; and 
that, by the destruction of the neutrality 
of the only remaining neutral state, all 
possibility of intere^.^,3^* with the rest of. 
tlie world being removed, traditf qannot | 
jiossibly belbenefited, but must necessa- 


proper. 

]\Ir. Aldernfan Comhc moved that the 
Petition do he on the,table. 

Si^; fV, Curth did not rise to oppose the 
motion^ but* because he thought that,the 
house ought to be acquainted with all the 
circurhstances imdc^ which the Petilya 
had been framed. For some days an ad- 
! vertiscmeiit had appeared in the public 
prints, signed 6y many respectable geu- 
treiiien, requesting a meeting on that 
morning of merchants, manufaeftarers, &c. 
interested in the trade with America. 
Above 1000 persons had accordingly as- 
senjbled ; a fair discussion took place; 
an to the original 

moti«*rf^or present^jr a petition to parlia¬ 
ment', and on the dnkMon, the chairm::ii 
candidly declared, lhaSi;he amendraent 
was carried by a majority. lie had not 
himself been present, but he understood, 
from the most respCttablj; authority, that* 
at least three parts out of four of the per-^ 
sons assembled w'ere against the petition. 

Mr. Alderman Shu'x having been pre¬ 
sent at the meeting alluded to, felt it his 
duty to state, that the petition just pre- 
ipimted was not the petition of the majority 
of the meeting. On the contrary, a ma- 


rily be annihilated ; and that the petili- Lo’''^y of at least two to one, declared 


oners, feeling as they do most sensibly 
with their fellow^-subjects the pressure 
of a war in which their commerce has 
principally been aimed at by the enemy, 
would .scorn to plead their ilistress in re- 
conimcndalinn of measures inconsistent 
with the honour and substantial interest? of 
their country ; but they humbly rdy upon 
the wisdom of the legislatuje, that this 
distress shall not be intreased by our own 
errors; uikI they confidently beliefe, that 
if they are |Wmitted to illustrate, by evi¬ 
dence, the ta\^he^Ji<C^e stated, and to 
o5c})lain many others which they shall here 
* relruin from enumerating, they cannot 
fail to establish the conviction with which 
they are so strongly impressed, that the 
Oi\lers in Council are touncled on the most 
mtstaken* opinions of the commercial in- 
, tcrests of the empire, and must be parti- 
y Vul!h*ly fatakto those of the petitioners*; 
smd ^therefore praying, that they may be 
heard^ by themselves, or counsel, at the^ 
b<ur of th« houset apd^bl peiimitted to pro-* 
VoL. X. 


igainst presenting any petition, and m 
favour of the amendment, which stated, 
that in the present cntical situation of the 
country, and pending the important dis-* 
cussions vvitli America, it would be incx- 
pedienjt to present a petition to either 
House *t)f parliament. *On the s^ibject of 
the Or^derjs in Council, as well as on the 
merits of his majesty's present seiwants 
generally, and particularly on the merits 
of the expedition to Copenhagen, was 
convinced, that in the population of Eng¬ 
land out of 10^ \vere decidedly in 
their favour. 

Mr. A]dei%nan Combe observed, that' 
this last observation came with singular 
grace from the worthy alderman, who^ , 
during his mayoralty, had'invited his mat* 
je.sty's late ministers to his table, and 
the hrst toast after dinner, had drtiiiK suc¬ 
cess to tl^m* 

Mr. Alderman observed) thiat fn 
the peculiar circumlstapbes ui^der which 
h^wa$ thenplAced, he had, oh thb 
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laifluy^ id, by the worthy klddrpttin,^ he believed also their opinions vtere quoty^ 
S^is dnty as chief magistrate, tol ed by others who spoke after theni. ^ 
alj hi8 majesty^s ministers, ami also I Sir. ( 7 . Frier said, lie held in his han^Jfa 
iS^ '^ijesty’^ ex-ministers, who had been * 
ministers of the crown when he Iiad 
admitted into the mayoralty. For 

* tjdany of the membeiVof the late admini- 
tltratioii he felt the highest fespect, and in 
particular, he should never forget the emi¬ 
nent services of one noble loj*d, whose ^up- 
port of the interests of his country at a 
most critical period, would be ever rc- 
ihemtiered by him whh .gratitude. *■ 

/'Mr. A, Baring, having been chairman of 
the rbeeting alluded to, thought it but 
prbpev to state what was his opinion con- 
cerrtmg it. The numbers, he should con¬ 
ceive, were between 4< and oOO, and the 

- inajority about 4 to 3. If otiiers l^ad ob- 
S^'iyed the same forhcaraiice witli the wor¬ 
thy alderman (Curtus), and had abstained 

* from attending a they 

had no connection, lie^jMno h^iikioin in 
declaring that the would have been 

very dilfbrcnt fro^fl^^^vhat it had turned out. 

The argument vvith mrinj^ personsVho at¬ 
tended the meeting seemed to be, ^ we 

* are connected whh the West Indies; the 
West Indies are connected witli America; 
so we are entitled to attend this meeting 
as persons interested in the trade to An^.- 
rica/ The arguments of those who moved 


ttnd 

be thought Were soim w hat curious, though 
probably they might not be peculiarly 
Ratifying to the framers of these Or d^i-s I 
ih Council. They did not oppose the pe- 
tltion because they a))proved of these rc- 
^ gulcitions, but because they were absurd 
)a.nd impracticable. 

M\\ Maryatt hr was at the ineeting 
bf this day ; and as the hon. gent, wlio 
ispoke lasjscemed lt> direct lus\ye to par- 
iftularly towards him, he must explain 
why he thought he had as good a right 
tp be present as the hon. inerul)er iiiinself. 
Hesaijl,hc hgid property both in America 
^d Jamaica : he had commercial intcr- 
l^jfeand family connexions with America; 
%ui these should ii6t induce him to forget 
lifi jgreat and paramount dut^tto his coun- 
' He thought the meeting concerned 
iiltrwhn bad commercial interests or coA- 
JtiiBctibns with America, direct or cireni- 
,lbus- Pei^ons therefore had a right to at- 
wbfli bad even no irade there. He 
* a number not only of Smeh per- 
t of ^American citizens, wei;e pre- 
they were hoai^d wdth attention 
Sdivtety of their sentiments; . 

/ 


petition of a directly opposite descripifion, 
from the merchants of London trading to 
the continent of Europe, who desired to 
exjii’ess their confidence, that the Orders 
carried vigorously into operation would be 
the most likely means of inducing the ene¬ 
my t6*abandoii the system of exclusion to 
British cominerre, w’hich crealj^ the ne¬ 
cessity of those orders.—The li€n. baronet, 
howevni', was reminded by the Speaker, 
that the petition tjp ,|;iroposed to oiler must 
be deferred till the other w’as disposed of. 

Mr. Sharp sliould not have interI'ered in 
the disen^^km had it not been for what 
had fallen from the worthy aklersneii. 
One of these hon. members declared, that 
his information W'as, that the majority was 
etjual to tliree to one. The otlier, who 
was present, that it w^as two to one. 1’liis 
W'as a diminution in a moment of 50 per 
cent. The same hon. gent, liowcvcr, liad 
made a* wt'mdeiirul discovery in coii^c- 
fjucnce of the rci^ult of that meeling; for 
although there, ev^n according to his own 
account of the matter, the majority was 
only two to one, it enabled liim to make 
this ingenious calcideition ; that 90 out ol 
every 100 throughout the whole po])nla- 
tion of the coimlry, not only apj)roved of 



seconded the amendment, however, these Orders in C,^pMiNl, but of the whole 

-. - 1 . . - - .L , '‘conduct cf ministers, and particularly of 

the attack on Copenhagen. ‘ Tims how ¬ 
ever, Oiily went to shew how' great reli- 
ancew'vas to be placed on the hon. gent.’s 
computation, as to the com[)arative num¬ 
bers at the meeting in (juestion. The 
hon. gent, wdio was the chairman of the 
meeting, had estimated them at four to 
three; and, for his part, he had no hosita- 
tioi! in thinking that he viewed them more 
accuratoly in stating them at six to five. 
Sucli, however, had been tlie monstrous 
calculations made l^y gentlemen who dis- 
apprf)vffil of the petition ! A ^’eat many, 
too, ofthusV wlv> did atttmd, iA*re not in- 
tf-re.sted in the JEyy^ho two prin¬ 

cipal supporters (if^i'i^amendment haif 
described the Orders in Council by a very 
harsh but characteristic expression, that 
tliey wore extremely foolish, but they 
coiiceivfjd the situation of the country -to 
be such as rendered it inexpedient to in¬ 
terfere in the measures of government. 

•JVfr. Whkbrtad was convinced the wor¬ 
thy alderman opposite (sir W. Curtis)* 
after the description he had hem'd dftifto 
gentleuicii who tho taeefihg* 
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would regret niu'ch tliothe had ijot attended Lri(;a, and/also lands tbevej^ of 
\t. Hhf nwreantile imii'^actions were tvr- ueatec^iied himaeif piithled to attend tnd 


t£%ji)yi 
in i^n 


ily equal lothoseoimostgentlemen; and 
of zeal for ministers he yielded to 
nontan. Another worthy alderman (Shaw), 
who did attend the meeting, had Ikvoured 
the bouse with a discovery wliich he had 
made, that not only the majority of that 
meeting, but that 99 out of every 100 of the 
population of the countrv, approvedtof the 
Orders il^Council; not of tlicm merely, 
but also oT^he conduct of the present mi¬ 
nisters in general ; not of the gdncyal con¬ 
duct of the present ministry alom;, but of 
'the attack on CopenTiagen particular. 
The worthy alderman was well known to 
liave a particular regard for ^ the present 
ministers," and to think that 99 out of 100 
uHlic jiopulalion of the country must ap- 
piove of whatever they do. So he thought 
of the late ministers when they ^^erc ‘ the 
present ministersso he had now declared 
lie did of their successors. It was to be 
hoped for the salvation of the country, 
that other ministers v.ould again, succeed 
to those now in cilice ; and he had no 
doubt, if the worthy alderman lived to sec 
tliat day, and were fi member of that 
liouse, he would still continue to lie eager 
in their praise, and ready lo lend his tes¬ 
timony to the public feeling, in favour of 
‘ the present administration." 

Mr. Jlibbert said hq. Juid great interest 
in Jamaica, which wasjfiiuch^(6nnecte(f 
with Amenwp; but still he end not ieel 
himself entitled on that account lo attend 
the meeting. ^ 

The CItanccUor of the Exchequer tliought 
the house vas obliged to the worthy ba¬ 
ronet ibr the information he had given it, 
as the petition might else liave been sup¬ 
posed to liave come from a numerous 


meeting, instead 


of being, as it was# the 


petition of a lew individuals, who, how¬ 
ever respectable, were unquestionably the 
minority of the meeting. 

]\lr. Gordon had formerly dealings uith 
America j 'Hnil though he hiuhnoiw at the 
present momimb liesjjiM^hought himself 
Vintitled to atteiTETlrtie meeting, which he 
accordingly had done. He was mistaken, 
if, besides merchants trading to Ameiica, 
there were not at tlic meeting of this day, 
iiniurnber of AmcrieSh citizens. 

• Sir /f. PeclmWd not attend the meeting, 
because conceiving it to be called ospe- 
omlly for J^lie purpose of petilioningl 5 ;nd 
being of contrary opinion, he esteemed 
himself excluded. , 

‘ JiTc/ZwA iiad fer«(lisacti^i[is with Arn\^- 


f meeting. 

Mr.*i^«£/«gsaid, that pei^ons connected 
with the tSpanish colonies cob Id not be fii 
persons to attend such a meotiflg- The 
room was absolutely filled with persona 
not intcrestedsin tlie American trade, and 
some gentlemen even brought dowii tbeir 
clei ks to increase the nuni her. , 

ISiV yi. thought, if thanks w^re 

due to*thc worthy baronet wiio started tha 
present discussion, they were much more 
due to hishon. friend (Mr, A. Baring) who 
had furnished the house with so many int- 
po/tant facts relating to the meeting; par- 
tiicularly, that it consisted, in a great mea¬ 
sure, of persons not inlciested in the 
trade, ftnd that the mover and seconder of 
the amendment, so far from thinking the 
OrdersinCouncii tohave displayed wisdom, 
trt'algd them as^jpolish and impracticable. 
He jn^ic*t6 baronet (sir R. Peele) 

to say if there \verc%^Pt thousands of ma- 
nuhtclurers at this n\cpont without em¬ 
ployment, or only with half employment } 
.Sir A*. Peck said that this was not atU^i- 
bntiible to the Ord^irs in Council, but to* 
the measures or rather n5-measures of the 
late ministers. 

.Sir John Nniport said, what our manu¬ 
facturers conqilained of was, that being 
distressed from other causes, their situation 
^vvas made irremediable by these Orders 
of Council. He should, on a future occa- 
sio^d, bring the state of Ireland, in conse¬ 
quence ol tliese Orders in Council, before 
the house. It was impossible that Amcir 
rica should be ignorant of the great q^uan- 
tiiy of flax-seed, the grand staple of Ire* 
land, which she got from Uiat country.. 

The petition was then ordered to lie oi| 
•the tLfl)le.--^Mr. Alderman Combe moved, 
that the prayer of the })etition ftr hcarin|f 
counsel be granted. The Speaker state^ 
that by the forms of the house no t\y9 
stcqis on the petition could be takep in 
One night. Mr. Combe then moveb, 
the petition be taken into further consi*- 
(iwation to-morrow* Mr. Perceval wished 
it to he pysiponed, on account of* tt>e 
other important buai-riess which stobd f^r 
that day. Mr., Combe said, lie had 
chargeti his duly, and he should'nptpt^ 
it unnecessarily on the house. - 
Ceiiei al Gaacoj/ne saui, that 
tilipn frym the merchants of Liyerpodl ^ 
the same purport that of thqljLon^ 
man. * it was against the Qrflers in Cou^- 
cih lie would take catQ ^ot to, fell iiiio 



JVlf. Ci'eexieu said, that ,hie hjad seen coua* 

t • • ' .t 111_, ^ I_ ^ 


^ hon* alderniian, ^ but, jp^vi 

th^lljp^^iakien into consideration, v^itb^ 
TiOT^^^ropose Monday as the day. 

I^l^erai Tarkton observed, t)iat though 
b€^'‘i^as as desirous of popularity as any 
yet he *vvouId not compromise his 
»! duly on that account., He thought him- 
aelf bound to declare, that the majority 
of his constituents were averse to mea- 
sui^cs that served only to embarrass go¬ 
vernment. * • 

JVIr- Shtridan said, that the hon. general 
ha^ iiiilen into a greater error than hi,s hon. 
frii'nd. The third recft.ling of the bill stood 
for this day ; and according to the pro¬ 
posed plan of proceedings the measure 
milght be out of the power of the house 
belbre the petition was presented. He 
asked, in what situation would tha house 
, be placed, in case the evidence- sliould 
convince tiie house that the measure was 
a wrong one ? y , ^ • 

The Chancellor of to 

order, and the Spe|fc:r cencurreiT^vith 
him, that the quej^n then \va.s merely, 
whether counsel “^ould be heard -^in sup¬ 
port of the petition ? 

I General GciAChy/zgol^served, that his con¬ 
stituents who wefe in town had only got 
the petition that morning, and had had no 
time to instruct their counsel so fully ^as 
they wished to do. It was their desire 
that their petition should go hand in hand 
with that of the American merchants; 
and as tlie consideration of that petition 
had been postponed, he thought himstdf 
acting m conformity wdth the wishes^ of 
his constituents, when he proposed a fu¬ 
ture day. In allusion to what his col¬ 
league had said about popularity, he re¬ 
marked, that when a number of respect¬ 
able merchants*of Liverpool put a petition 
into his hands, he#thought it\his ^uty to 
present itf and not only that, but to pro¬ 
cure them a hearing as soon as pos-sible. 
He then proposed Monday^ hut bcSig told 
that both this and the two following days 
were fire-occupied, he chose Thursday as 
tile day for hearing counsel. 

General Tarleiorftk^Ain said that he was 
desirous of popularity. If it^ was a .sin to 
covet honour, he was the most offending 
marf alive. • 

Mr. &icridan, though sorry to interrupt 
the coHoquy of the two coljeagues, insisted 
npoh the^awkward situation in which the 
;,^ouse wsls placed by the proceeding, and 
; tlial counsel must have been iu- 

^ when the lii'st petition carrte, and’ 
dw to be mudv* 



' saiu, iiaw seen cuun* ^ 

sel wailing in the lobby not an Ijommt ago y 
and upon this information general 
coyne expressed hopc^ tbough^he 
counsel could not be so well prepared ag 
the importance of the case required, that 
the house would allows him to expunge the 
word ^ Thursday,' for the purpose of in¬ 
serting ' now,* 

Mi\ Wbilbi'ead adverted to the course 
which had been taken withrespe^ to those 
|^>€titioners, and contended th2yf*riioy had a 
riglit -to be lieard in a manner that might 
be effiCacious. They ought therefore to 
be beard now^unlf>.v*rninisters would agree 
to postpone the third reading of the bill. 
These merchants were the inosl compe¬ 
tent in England to give infunnation on 
this subject. The I'ight hon. the Chan¬ 
cel lor of the Exchequer might say that this 
delay vvas vexatious : to him it might be 
so ; but it was the duty of tliose who 
thought the measure a bud one, to sup[)ort 
every thing which tended to procure ad¬ 
ditional information on the subject ; and, 
besides, *it was <fl no importance that the 
bill should pass immediately. He con¬ 
cluded by moving,•‘that counsel should be 
heard now, instead of Thursday. 

Lord Castkreagh said, that the principle 
and the spirit of the rule of the house for- ‘ 
bad any petition being received against a 
tax bill ; and thebill for carrying into 
[•eclicct tl*i 2 . Orders ISlT'ounciJ was a tax bill, 

I and ough# not td oe delaye^l fpr t^is petir 
tion. The petitioners might have two re¬ 
medies. There was a clause in the bill 
peniTitting it to be altered or repealed in 
this session, and petitioners might have 
that remedy if they made out a case suffi¬ 
ciently strong to induce the house to think 
that eligible. The house might also apply 
to Ijis majesty by address to forbear acting 
upon the bill. The bill might therefore 
proceed, and the petitioners be heard on 
the day most‘convenient for them. 

Mr. ^onsonby coiftd not but admire the 
advice,givpn by the noble^rd to the 
house, which proceed/o pass a mea¬ 
sure wdiich might to be a verjp^ 

foolish one, before bearing what was to be . 
said against it, and then address the king 
to make it a mere nullity. This would 
not add much to th^ respectability of tfee 
character of the house, ^ • 

Sir A- Piggot argued, that the petitioners . 
ought to be heard before the passing»Qf j 
th*e Dili, because th^ ought ffou&fide to* ^ 
to have such a hearing as would 
tious. iNo incqnyfiwence wonl4* 





MOSS} 

^.from the delay of the bill, aS the trade ^ 
wiis in the mean time carried eii by 
licences. 

I Dr.^flttmirc adverted to the awkward | 
situation in which the house would be 
placed by the mode of proceeding pro- 
j)osed by ministers. Though their object 
pivx^l’csseclly was to stance the continent, 
yet they were in a hurry to give freedom 
to tlie trade to it. They had long aiept 
over this iirWmrc without assembling par¬ 
liament to it into eilect, and yet now 

they grudged t1>e delay of a fVw’ dayj.’ 

Mr. Monns was anxious to promote any 
proceeding, w'hich wouW^dbitl an oppor¬ 
tunity of being mure fully informed on 
lIiK^ measure, which seemed to be founded 
on French principles, and would be at¬ 
tended with the greatest mischief to all 
civilized nations. 

Mr. Wimiham condemned the proposed 
mode of j)roceeding, on account of its pal- 
jjiiblc absurdity, ft w'as exactly this : 
tliat the house should decide first, and hear 
the objections afterw^ard.s. ^ It leseinblcd 
a police bill, which provided that a party 
night be wdiippcd, and then allowed him 
the right to appeal to tile session, 'ihe 
noble lord said that the s[)irit of the bill 
precluded petitioning against it. But it 
had no spirit, it was all letter ; two grains 
of w'heat in two bushels of chaff; two 
giains of finance, in two Jbushels of trade. 
'I'he trade was the spirit, jfic fmaufl / was 
only yet tne nome lord 

talked of petitioning being contrary to its 
spirit, and objected to the delay of a ft;w 
days ! 

Mr. ^tvjyJwns said, that there w'ere two 
parlies in this ejnestion. There were not 
only the jietitioriers but the public who w'ere 
deeply interested in the bill. The petition 
ajipcared to him to be brought forward fov 
no other purpose than to create delay. 
The hon. member very succes.srully re¬ 
plied to the last speaker. ^ 

Lord H. Petty, Mr. Adam, and ♦Mr. 
Pole Carew, supiported the aninidn>ent. 
The latter, howVver, pfofai!(ed a 

dt^ed friend to Jfiii "WlV hut thought it 
iluc to the petitioiiers, now that they had 
• put themselves in the proper form, to hear 
vvhat they had to say. 

The question Iteing loWly called for, a 
. divi^on took plac« : Ayes 06 : Noes 99 : 
^ajority against the Amendment 33.— 
Che ^tition w^s then ordered to be takcA 
Hitb consideration on Thursday, 

^ .[Oanai^ in Council Bill.] The ques¬ 
tion.tll>t ^ biUJ)e re^ a tliird time, 


wis then put, ^m^ndmerit iii6ye'd), *;' 

it be read a tHitd tiipe oh Monday ' 
hmight. Sir W. Sdoit ros^, began " 
speak* on»the merits of th^ measure ; 
but was called to order by Mr. W. Smith, 
w ho -said that this w as Snly d* question of . 
time ; and in this he vPas supported tlm ’ 
SjDcaker.—Aftci-* some conversation, the 
house divided, upon deferring the thjFd 
reading of the b^ll till Monday seTinigl!i!l!. 
Ayes - 59 - - - Noes - - - - l<22 

M djority---ifJS ' 

The question being then put, that the / 
be now read a third time, , \ ' 

Sir Willimn Scott entered into a learned 
disciission upon the law of nations, w'hich ! 
I)ei1ig in its nature conventional, was no 
longer binding than w^heu the rules of thb 
eonvciitiCn were adverted to by all pari¬ 
ties concerned. When they w^ei e departed 
from by one party, the other was left; to 
the guidance of nj^ral justice; and by the 
laws o^jiMtural justioife^^ retaliation was au*- 
thorised as an essential of self-defence. 

'J'hc right of retaliation it,-?, learned judge 
shewed to Be limited only by the extent of . 
the annoyance which called forth the ex¬ 
ercise of it. If an eneimy i^stricted him^ 
self to the ordinary mode of warfare, then 
it was incumbent upon the other bellige¬ 
rent 4,o carry on hostility under the same 
restrictions; but if he resorted to unusual 
modes of w^arfare, then it w-as competent 
ftr, his adversar}^ to pursue him even to 
neutral ground. T'he right was unques¬ 
tionable ; the only question was, the [ktu- 
^(ence of exercising it. The learned judge 
then proceeded to apply the general doc¬ 
trine that he had laid'dowat, to the pre¬ 
sent situation of this countrjs in relatioJti 
to Franco’ and the other powcw of Europe. 

He shewed that the Frencti decree w*iB 
intended Vo c'dt us oft frofti all convnuni- 
cation wuth the other Euro[)ean 
that itTiad been acted upon; that the in'- \ 
terpretatlon of M. Deeres was wholly ! 
unautiiorized; that this exposition st<^o4 ,, 
formally contradicted by a decree of the 
supreme court of prizcj^at^aris ; and that 
if there w^ere any exceptions made to Hs 
general operatii^n, those exceptions would , 
only prove, that the government of France 
now Vas, wdiat it bad been alw'ays, even in 
its best times, fluctuating and capricionsl" 
He further contended, that even if it 
not acted upon, which rested with thi, 

• other peurty^to prove, it was nnrerthdle^s ' 
an injury,.becaase it was an insist to tlte * 
Gountry; which, in the opinion of oh 
^ent no more 






to bo chastised than atij ot&er 
injury whutnyor. As. to 
Coundl, he 
isfeedthat^it was merely following up tlTe 
l^inciple which had been adopted in the 
^ 'Order in Gc&incil of Jan. 1807, and founded 
tnpon the doctrine \Vhich had been so ably 
^naintained in the note (A‘ lord Howick to 
Mr. Rist; and even though the authors 
^f these official papers i,‘hosc to disclaim 
.them, stilh he would iTialnl,ain ^lie tenets 
which they set-fbrth. Upon the morality 
u the measure, therefore, thert? was no 
^oabt. The question of its policy was 
more complex, and of its cllccts it was 
impossible to speak wiMi certainty^ He 
should lament exceedingly, if it should 
ihave the elfect of producing any irrita¬ 
tion in the American governmVnt. Rut 
he hoped, that they would not only look 
4 o the act, but to the causes of the act, 
and that it would bej^wed 14 ^ ac a mea¬ 
sure of hostility Jgamst Atnh^*a, bnt 
against Prance.present bill had his 
most decided stTpport. . 

Dr. Laurence entered into an extensive 
view of wl^at \v^as the law of iialieiis, as 
expressed byjthe best writers on that snb- 
ject, and as it was to be dedtu ed from the 
uniform practice, not only of this country, 
but a Iso of France, Spain, ilolland, Sweden, 
and other countries, from the earliest pe¬ 
riod. From tliesc authorities he shewed, 
that tlie Orders of the 7 th of Jan. were 
justified by the established nsnge and 
avowed concurrence of all civiii'^fid im- 
tions, on the principle that one bcliige* 
rent had an undoubted right to prevent a 
^neutral from lending herself to another 
belligerent for the purpose of carryiiig on 
Jhcr coasting trade. But, with 'respect to 
the Orders of the 11 th of !Nov. he main¬ 
tained^' that thohgh they were |:m>fessodIy 
founded on a principle of retaliat ion, they 
W'ere not actually so founded ;* as^ it was 
not what was expressed by ministers, an 
tit^uiesce^'ice in the orders of the eiii’my 
(if such had been the fad), but an a.dher- 
ence to the cjyisq, of the enemy, which 
4 va 9 the legitimate ground of measures of 
retaliation. t * 

Mr. Stejihens asserted the necessity 
rwhiffh called for tlie Orders in Couhcil, a 
.necessity, in his opinion, so imperious, that 
.it would have justified measures even of a 
inor(S extensive nature. 

Mr; Pmsonby arguetl, that the Orders* 
'VC! ab^^urd, and incapable of .being car- 
1 into execution; • 

iMcc stated, that^be-.h^d^b^ouglit 


a Petition down to the house, which 
infonnality alone had prevented him frmu 
presenting. It was from a nurn^r of^i 
persons interested in the trade to ii^crica, I 
and avowed their firm conviction, that the 
Orders in Council were a wise and salu¬ 
tary measure. 

About three o’clock in the morning lord 
H. Petty proposed an adjournment of the 
debate, on the ground of th& lateness of 
the liour, and the number of gentlemen 
who were anxious to their senti- 

meii|s. Mr. Windham sifpported the mo¬ 
tion lor adjouninjgnt.-^On a division there 
appeared, * 

For the adjournment - -- -- -- 71 

Against it.. . 145 

Mrijority - - - -- -i t 

While the Op{yosition members “wore 
in the lobby, Mr. Ponsonby addres.sed 
them, and observing that they had inolicc- 
tually proposed the postponement of the 
Mutiny bill from this day, for the purpose 


of allowing an 


opportunity for resuming 


the debate outlie Orders in Council bill, 
requested that they would not quit tlic 
house, as ihc only justifiable resource left 
to them, was to force ministers to consent 
to an adjournment by repeated and in- 
ces-ant motions to that eliect.—W’e were 
not re-admitted, but were informed, 
that Mr. Sheridan, after having reminded 
the (louse that^jin the Bill for the Suspen¬ 
sion the Jl'^heas Corpus act, he had 
moved tile question‘^^J'-.iT/joWiment 17 
times in one night, moved that the house 
di* now adjourn.—^Thc house immediately 
divided 

For the adjournment--- 67 

Against it. --140 

Majority - -- -..74 

On a motion that the Orders in Council 
read, Mr. Henry Martin called for a 
divi<^on, which was as follows: 

For roajling the Orders. 65 

Against it —^--------.-140 

• Majority - - - - --75 

Aftef s<uim further discussion, it was at 
lengtfi‘agree(N4iatJ^‘ debate should be 
afljourned until to morrow.—Adjoilfncd 
at half past live on Friday morning. 


Hopsr. OF Lonns. 

Friday, Ma^ch 11.* 

[Debtor and Creditor But.] Thf 
Carl oi Moira, on moving t^ie seconll'reatj- 
ing of this bill, urged the necessity ol ic- 
soitiag to some measure for tbn ainc nd- 
meiit of the latv of di btoi 
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p^id for the pi*evention of that misery^ and 
those numerous ill effects, which resulted 
from long continued infSprisonment for 
debt. \The noble earl explained the ob¬ 
jects of his bill, as relating to arrest on 
mesne process, and imprisonment in ex¬ 
ecution, in both of which the intention 
was to shorten the clunition of irnprisqiii- . 
inent; in the former, by compelling the 
plaintiff, where the writ was issued i i-ione 
term and rc^jjrnable in the next, to declare 
in the term olHjhctreturn, and to proceed 
to trial in the^ucceeding term ;^aiYr in 
the latter, l)y rcleagtti^Kjhe debtors at cer- 
tuiu specified limes, attn^-iuartcr sessions, 
oil* assigning over their property in pos¬ 
session anT reversion, and also rendering 
ih^ir future properly liable. The latter 
mode was the principle of the cessio bo- 
nonmi introduced into the Koinan law by 
(\e.sar, and subsequently, after a long ex- 
])eri(’nce, adopted by dustiniau. A similar 
law had long prevailed in ilolland and in 
Denmark, wliere it liad be -n found equally 
elllcacious. His lordship suited a variety 
of instances, in which jicrsous imprisoned 
for small debts had experienced a groat 
aggravation of their imprtsonment by the 
costs with which they were charged; and 
instanced many cases where prisoners 
here unable to rai'.c the morny necessary 
to obtain that relief to'whicli they were 
entitled by law. Thus, out oi' TOO annu¬ 
ally released by the so¬ 
ciety, about 

130 who were unable to pay the expeiu es 
of suing for the allowance under the loj^ds 
act; and about 50 ^^ho, though super- 
sodable, were unable to raise the money 
nrcessarv to sue for tlicir supersedeas, 
lie condemned generally the principle of 
placing a debtor at the mercy of a creditor, 
who might indefinitely imprison him^ 
and trusted their lordships would agjce to 
the proposed alteration in the law. 

Lord Ellenborough con^emm cl any at¬ 
tempt to innovate upon a long establislied 
law, without taking a clear ^d c onj^uc- 
liensive view of the whol^i^rtTiMwfiings 
question. Xlitsrtad not been done 
tn the present bill, which had been drawn 
up (not, of course, by the noble carl) with 
1 great ignorance of tlie law, and with 
novkions which could not be carried into 
ffect withefut gi'dat injustice and injury, 
[lis lordship went through the dificrent 
llausw of ih^ bill, foi* the purpose <5f 
iilAviiig that theyw’ere wholly inadequate 
their proposed object. A plakititt'>vas 
it prelont obligcd^to declare within tvw 


5; and as it was, 

dug, the beat^meana of pr(^ucing a 
lent or a composition ,of the debt, 
did produce that efteef cases 

out of six* The creditor w^as paoire fre-^ 
quently an object of compassibn than the 
debtor, from the frauds practised on him, 
He was decidedly hostile to the biU> arid 
thought it ought not to go to a Comraitteo. 

Lord Ilolland pombated the objection of 
innovatio|i, Xn hold that every thing whick 
i'ell from judge Hale must be correct, waa 
rather paying too high a respect to tim 
doctrines and opinion ol* that learned judge. 

If his lordship recollected w'cll, judge Hale 
had been hostile to the repeal of the law^ 
aga*inst w itclicraft ; and iiuleed, the docr 
trine of ihc noble and learned lord went 
to this, tllat no alteration whatever, iu our 
hnv or practice, ouglit to take place; iu 
fact, that their lordships and the other 
hoLi-e fvigbt not meet for the purposes 
of legi^^tion. He ^Iu>ped as opinions of 
celebrated men were to ke quoted, he might 
be all()W(*d to notice thedpinion of a justly 
celebrated’ man, and who in the latter 
years of his life, at least, could hardly be 
suspected of favouring*innovations. Th^t 
able and enlightened man was well known 
to have been peculiarly partial to the 
geacwal principle of the measure now pro¬ 
posed by Ins noble friend. Anotlier great 
man, I)r. Johnson, had also cxprcssecl 
niqiself decidedly on this subject, and de¬ 
clared that imprisonment for debt ought 
not tt^be suflercd, unless for the purpose 
Jjt coinpelling a .siin*ender of the debtork'i 
efl’ects. As to the i \ ils resulting from the 
present system, they w’cre so numerous, 
and at the same fhiie so apparent, that it 
was hard!}^ necessary lor hint even to 
allude to them. One striking proof of 
the absuVlity of the pnfseiit lawi^vvas to 
be found in the frequency of insolvent 
acts, '^f the legislature were not awaro 
that there was something peculiarly oflen.^ 
sive in continued imprisonment for djibt, 
why should it pass these acts of. insol¬ 
vency ? All suspensions of any est^bkdwd, 
law were to be reprobhteS], and it w(as iii,- 
finitely prefei’able that the law should be 
at once repealed, than that it should be 
repeatedly violated. Surely, it wouJd,jnot 
be said that theijc iiisolvcnt acts w.cjre 
pa.ssed merely as a matter of conveniefi^# 
aiul that one set of persons were lib^r^^ 

, solely for the purpokse of making room tar 
another. ^The number of persons at prcj- * 
§ent confined for debt in th^ 
was stated ^ being by po 



il»iyr|Wyftwffv 6 r, tfeat the Hiateheif iiei 
|li)<iiM ^g imt a nat;toiitt) ifi^it\|ti 6 n ; |f 
any relief granted bry'them dMnot 
^i^eed fixim ^the benimity 'of our lam, 
"which had thus provided a partial remedy 
fbr a great evil, ft was calculated that 
diis society liberated TOOJSersons annually, 
who, but for vthis institution, must have 
formed an addition to Ahose at present 
confined for debt, and from«the best com- 
patatkm his iord.diip could make, would 
^crease that 'number to about * 10 , 500 . 
His lordship did not pretend to be, by any 
nteans, so well qualified as his noble and 
learned friend, to judge what would be the 
best motle of giving effoct to the measure 
Jiow proposed; he could not, however, 
abstain from expressing his surprise and 
concern that those nobhj and learned per- 
mmi whose peculiar province it w,as to 
’Cndcavour to render the. law of the* land as 
'.unexceptionable as possible, should shevv 
iB^CKgreat reluctar^rf to briiig forward a bill 
which might meet their own ideas on the 
subject, 

' ' iiarl Moir^ replied generally to the ar- 
gumente offo%d EWeuborough, when the 
hobSe-divided on the question for Ihc 
second reading: Contents 5 : Non con¬ 
tents 9 : Majority 4 .—The bill was ac- 
• cordingly thrown out. 


IJOUSTE OF C OMMONS. 

" Friday, March II. ^ 

i( , .fEA.ST India Company's Affairs.] ]\fr- 
tB. Dundas rose, pursuant to notice, to 
y. move for the appointment of a Select 
to inquire into the present slate 
the Afiaivi# of the East India Oompany. 
He ^gteted, that the same causes which 
. deficit vvlncii existed fast year, 

still'continued to operate, and that there 
, W^liSia deficit now to a very coijsiderable 
amouBbi He wished, therefore, that a 
' .centmitteewshuuld be appointed to investi- 
gate the-cause which had produced, and 
tended tj perpetuate this deficit, 
suggest the most proper remedy to 
‘ to it. Advices hack lieen expected 

>the noble lovd- w ho now presided 
^fiairs of India, wddeh niiglit be 
aiding the inquiries of the com- 
tee> had been as yet jeceived. 

thbught^ however, that the documents 
. tOwhifA,theye^TOatitte|Brmigbt*ha^ access 

to make 
>- JBe concluded hy 


Im^ inquilk imd 

of thoEasr ^ 

Mr, Vre^iy rilsev not the ptirposlrf-' of 

appk>sing, but of suppoi ti^g-^ho ‘'ttroffon ;' 
convinced as* he* was that it was only by 
a committee, that the situation of th# East 
India Company could be properly inVes- 
tij^ated ; and that the statements of the 
dilferertt budgets had been delusive from 
beginning to ^nd, HeJasked, whether it 
>*U9 the intention of the ngjj^hoo. 'gent, 
that the Committee showld^SSfine their in¬ 
quiries to the financial’’mid commercial 
state of the coipsj^^i'Or that they shoiild 
extend them investigation to its territorial 
concerns ? 

Mr. R. Dimdas replied, that it was his 
wish that the inquiries of the committee 
should be the most compreliensive, tlfbugli 
he did not imagine that they would con- • 
skier it necessary to investigate the whole 
system of Indian policy under thedillefent 
governments for many years past.—The 
motion was agreed to, and a committee of 
21 motnbers appointed. 

[Orders in Council IIill.] The order 
of the day was jead, for r(*Ruming the ad¬ 
journed debate on the Ordei's in Council 
bili. 

Mr. A* Baring spoke against the bill. 
He thought it was unjust as to neutrals, 
and inexpedient as a measure. The chief 
ground taken ministers was stated in 
the p^'*.mble^L*' Orders in Council, to 
i)e, that tile goveimiilvtV»-S5? Wance had 
issued certain decrees. The question was, 
hiy^v far w e were justified in making neu¬ 
trals sufler for this. No retaliation could, 
in his opinion, he justified on the principle 
assumed by ministers, tiiat neutrals must 
take the consequences of the retaliation 
which had become necessary on the part 
(jf this country. Mr. Armstrong, the 
AmeKcan minister at Paris, had applied 
to the minister of marine in France, on the 
subject, and was informed by him that the 
Decives were not to be acted upon with 
respi^ ^ft)^ [K;rica. No better authority 
could mTaiiplS^ ^, a nd it was not neces¬ 
sary for liim to enquTre^ farther. WeIfSid, 
therefore, rashly cast away the Ame¬ 
rican trade. He answered the arguments 
that had* been urged on the subject of 
premiums on insurance ; he thougktr that 
we ought to have waiteck another morftli to . 
see how the Americana wouhl 
lias of opinion, that if the doctrinefElf mi| 
jiLstersw^as admitted, it would fee impdv- 
sible that neutrals could carry on - 

whatever, •' : ^ 
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Mr. Hose denied thtit my i&Snmmatdry jtf oiir /PJeiif^s^jhjrJmrdlylng^ 
hnguage had been QsQd qa his siJe of the j/Amevica, Jfo weasah^ she 


house with respect to <America ,* and ex 
pressed a wish that the gentlemen oppo¬ 
site would beware of attempting to per¬ 
suade America, that a disposition existed 
in the present government to provoke war I 
with that country. No man deprecated 
such an event more than, he did, and yet 
he denied that the l>cnefus resulting from 
AniericarL neutrality were so great as 
they had rtipre.sented.^ It liad^ been 
said, that th^^icricaiis were* chief 
instruments in cm^^ijjgour manufactures 
to the continent. This, how’ever, was not 
the fact, and there were many present who 
knew it as well as he did. The exports to 
America had been stated at ten millions. 
Tf^y vt^ere certainly upwards of nine mil¬ 
lions, but of these not niucli above half 
were con.suiued there, and therefore, the 
Americans w ere our carriers to a consi- 
d(3rable^tent ; but in case of a war with 
America, there were other channels by 
which the surplus above ihe conaumption 
of America could be carried to the places 
where it was wanted. 

The SolicUor General deprecated the 
taunts and aspersions thrown out against 
the good faith, honour, and morality, of 
the existing government of the country ; j 
aspersions at all times mischievous, but at 
the present awTnl crisis^alarminidy dan-^ 
jerou^ as calcnlatedgjSijyj^^ 

be attended with 
fatal consec^uences. The learned gent.^ 
then contended, that the (jucstioii otmu* 
nicipal law had been given up by the 
other side, and that there was not an au¬ 
thority in any one book, from tiie earliest 
times of the hivStory of this country, to 
justify the objection of the law of nations 
being violated in the Orders in Couifcil. 
He proceeded at length to invalidate ^e* 
objections to, and justify the.arguments in 
favour of, the justice, policy, and legality 
of the Orders in Council. • 

Mr. Grtiitan was of oai ftLpft , jihat the 
name of the country,jinciThe cnSracler of 
ftti? country, were JliC*t)nly strengt h which 
# it retained upon the continent; and that 
whatever wms fatal to its character, must 
be fatal to its interests. Viewing the mea¬ 
sure before the house as inconsistent w^ith 
juuice, #iid of tourse, injurious to thu^cruv- 
I rhetor of England, he felt himself bound to 
\ ^pflose it. lie. deprecated the idcs^ of a^irtg 
3^posi the principles of France, by pursu¬ 
ing which gave birth to ihi» 

mesfstire, and tkuj tatfing away the bes^ 
Vot. X. 
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hqold be more 
fstudioijsly avoided by England, than thdt 
^ which*thrt*ateried to: deprive^us of the. af¬ 
fections of America o^i^wafi^ifkdly to lead l 
to a w^ar with that country;. -* For the effect ^ ^ 
of a war with Araefica, would bo to ren¬ 
der the interests of France triumphant, ond 
to engage our fleets in the service of 4he -, 
cneipy. Nong of the rirgnments of the ,, 
learnecjl gent, who preceded him, sert^cd 
to shew tliat the empire would be bene¬ 
fited In its financijil, commercial, manu¬ 
facturing, or political interesis, by these. 
Orders in Council, while the evils they 
menaced were'obvious. There were two 
Capital faults in the speech of the learned 
gent, the one of law, the other of fact. 

He w5s erroneous in his definition of the 
law of nations, and his conception of the 
pr'^nciples of the late ministers. For the 
law c^’ nations could never sustain the no- 
tioiiiethat because the decree of one belli¬ 
gerent might adect the interest of neutrals, 
the other belligerent w^as warranted' in 
contvouling the trade of neutrals altoge-i - 
ther.- And in order to ^understand the ^ . 
principles of the latf; ininikers> gentlemen* 
had only to look to the letter of lord How- * 
Ick to Mr. Erskine, and to the memorial 
of»lord Iloilaiid and lord Auckland to the 
American cominissioners, from both of 
wdiich it would be seen that the further 
proceedings which the late ministers pro¬ 
posed to lake against neutrals, were only 
in iKise they acquiesced in the French de¬ 
cree. They did not call upon neutrals to 
resist that decree:, as the learned gent, 
argued ; and therefore the assertion W'as 
unfounded, that the pre=?ent ministers acted 
upon the principles of their predecessprs^ 
According to these principles, America, * 
hot having acqniescefl, should^not have. • 
b 4 ;^n proceeded against upon the grounds 
stated.. Indeed, the faitlv of the* British 
government was pledged to America iti , 
the dispatches he had referred to, that no 
such proceedings should be taken.—The 
right hon. gent. laugligd at the idca of re- 
dnciiig tin; tone of the enemy, or pressing i 
him to peat^, by any privations the Ope-' 
ration of this bill might produce upon Ihcfj 
continent. We might refuse our 
bark to the French.soldiers ; 
flict pains and penalties by the 
statutes upon those who \veTe 
the severtty of war; but thee „„ 

contemptible, that by stwih 
or by refusing tea and ^ 

^ a Z / 




-M <^^IW> ^S^4il riK.ht lMW.^® 0 nt. concluded w^h exhorting 

pf^t^tc Jio. *4uf:^y to Reflect,; Aat\any loss to Am 

|U 9 d inft^^'the premdicesl tica or England, would put add to the ac-J 
wtet?ag^in«t f canmlatecl gains of trance, would hujt ad- 

would, tho eneiny, J vapee the strength of that power which 


the, epenjy, 

^ii# it wotthf expose us to odium^-rrWith 
li^rd to the. eoiqatnhr'cial efijects of the 
HP belb^ the hoase> the*^ question was> 
wither it would be politic in us to de¬ 
prive eErepce of ^ her corngierce? Such 
snightr he the; policy of Euonapa 4 'tq, hut it 
OO^d not he ours ; for Frailce deprived of 
co^Mnerce, would becqnie ntore formidable 
she would become a nation of sol- 
diejrs. But if the commerce of the conti- 
1 ^ 19 ^ wore done away, what* was to become 
H^the commerce of England? France and 
Eugl^d would return to their natural re- 
lationsi, and if so, the advantage mVist be 
npTithe; aide of the enemy; tlicreforc it 
|ll$a quite absurd for England to talk ^ of 
dflt^pying commerce.—But the effl^t of 
measure upon Ireland was peculiarly 
and must be more so. Flax 
essential to her staple trade, was, 
in the pi?^portion of (bur-illths oriier an- 
linal'CPnauUiptipn, imported from Ameri¬ 
nd;, as appeal#^ accounts on the 
table*.. dt waS'smd that the stoppage of 
ihe oentin^tal trade would give the Irish ; 
tradeuii^adfantage, by excluding the com- 
plftilioia oifthe linens of Germany; but 
iras the fact ? At the last Irish mar- 
hetihasale of linen was not beyond one> 
of its usual quantity, while its price 
me depreciated at the rate of ten per cent, 
lor,.borne consumption, and twenty per 
pSPfc* for the foreign market. Another, 
#bd a eo/ieus injury to Ireland, would re- 
iHdt ^blithe loss of its commerce with 


was eqnUly the enemy of both. 

^r. Mmhe& maintaitied, that, as far as 
any other nation was conc«rn«?d, we were 
not guilty of any violation of the princi¬ 
ple o£ justice by our adoption of the pre¬ 
sent measure. But, when he looked at it 
in a commercial vipw, ^ far^^ regarded 
our Qwp manufactures, ny»>fonfessed that 
he, for one, was deficit^ m mforniation as 
to that point 7 it x^^SSlTot unlikely that some 
other gentlemen might be in a similar pre¬ 
dicament.—^After some further debate the 
house then divided for the third reading of 
the bill : Ayes, ItiS ; Noes, 68 ; M^o-* 
rity 100. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, March 14, ^ ^ 
[Kinc» s Mess/lge respecting Sweden.^ 
The order of the day being read. 

Lord Hawkesbury rase to move an ad¬ 
dress of thanks to uis majesty for his most 
gracious message. After the proofs of un-* 
shaken firmness and fidelity which his 
Swedish majesty had displayed to his. en¬ 
gagements with this country, there could 
scarce!V be any^ other sentiment in the 
minds that the conduct 

of this country towaru^vdT.ifciiiQC^’i^ be 
marked by that justice, generosity, and 
goofbfdith, which characterised the rela¬ 
tions of this country with its allies, and 
which were so signally called for and de¬ 
served bv the uniform steadiness and 


Apmi^kbia consequence of the supply of spirit exhibited by his Swedish majesty 

_ '_/•.!_I_L* L _L rnL _ _1 _ 


Hbyfi&;f>Qlie of those articles which she an- 
WaByin her provi.sion trade, and for 
and imported from that 
Irel^id, therefore, must b^ p3eu- 
by an American war; in- 
sirred 60 much by the Orders in 
lipunnib ahbuld they be persisted in, 
l^^imi^eparate provisiqnougln to be made 

to the right hoi4. gent to be 
dangerous on other grounds 
^ouTd arise out of mere com- 
He, called upon 
^iliament to consider the 
irf amUratln^, Great &itain 
tbutjdii^iog alid weak- 


The object of the subsidies and of the sup¬ 
port which it was propo.sed now to afford 
♦q Sweden, was not the formation of any 
confederacy,, but to enable his Swedish 
majesty to defend Jiis dominions against 
the formidable confederate attacks with 
which i y i^aa Jjiieatened. He should re¬ 
peat it, matit^s to enable that gallant 
monarch to make, a stand in the defence^ 
his kingdom, and not with a view to en¬ 
tangle him in any alliance that should pre¬ 
vent him fi'om making peace with the enemy 
if any opportunity occurred of his obtain^ 
ing ^rms he might consider as dquitaWe 
and^ouourable. His maj.’s ffovernment 


ef imilratlQ^, Great Britain and honourable. His raaj. s governmenl 
tautidii^iilg aftd weak- had wver interfered to prevenbnis avaift^ 
i^eeHlihsih i^enwoe^ the himself of such an occasion* The subsidy. 

jrf 1,1200,oOol,. which was to be f^^shed 






as had l^eea thai few^riy; to JPro^sia, but 
in monthly iristalmjmts,, to be .qonUnqeq 
as lon^ as it was probable its object could 
be accomplished. His lordship concluded 
with moving an address to his majesty, 
which was an echo of the message. 

Lord GrerwUle was satisfied with the 
ground on which the noble secretary rested 
his motion; and so far he was hot dis¬ 
posed to make any opposition to Me 
heard w'itlr pleasure and approbation, that 
no attempt ifiade by ministers to pre¬ 
vent Sweden ffhil^iaking what peace it 
might be in her pol^rwto negotiate ; and 
that the subsidy nbw offered her w'as pro¬ 
moted only by justice, generosity, and 
good faith. So far it was endeavoured to 
uplfold the character of the country in 
the eyes of Europe. He was sorry, how¬ 
ever, to see the treaty encumbered with 
the article that provided that the two 
countries^should negotiate conjointly. 
There no reciprocity between the in¬ 
terests and situation of the two powers ; 
and where there was no reciprocity, it w as 
idle to tie down either of them to a joint 
negotiation ; besides, fihere was a sort of 
contradiction in saying that Sweden was 
left free to negotiate if an opportunity 
offered to enable her to make peace, and 
next» to require tliaUshe should not make 
peace except in conjunction with Great 
jBritain.—^'Fhe motion then af^eed to^ 

OF 

Lord /iarc/iy/cfiTpursuant to notice, called 
the attcKtion of the house to a transaction/*] 
during the discussion upon which ^omfi 
observations had lately been made upon 
bis conduct, which he was conscious were 
wholly unfounded. The transaction he 
alluded to, was the removal of a Mr. Gif- 
fard from a place which he held in the 
revenue office in Ireland. He was only 



' if ritdtioifr 
[question. . ywibl;! 
that the catholics hdfd ^ 
to concert the best mode of pl^ifet^ring^&fid^ 
presenting their petiti6fi|^*wt6 result bf 
which they had nSver publkheff. ; 13 i« 
w hole of theif meetings and pfOceediiifirf 
were presiclcd over by a noble Ibrj^ ^(ISSifc' 
gal),, to the candour, moderation/ eiM 
per oli wliose coriduct, throughout" 
whole of this business, he Should be 
happjr to bear the testimony such conc^uet' 
deserved. In order to give effect tp^ 
instructions of ^government, he had ctfn^ 
suited with all the leading men in Dubllh;' 
and had their approbation of the 
he thought it prudent to adopt. Tine im? 
der-semetary of government had 
been instructed to send a confidential pet-' 
sou to Mr, Giffard, and to acquaint hitlf 
with •the w'ishes of his majesty^s govern*^ 
meiit respecting the catholic petition j 
more particularly specifying those wish^i^ 
by informing him, that no discussioll 
should be agitated in Dublin on the queO« 
tion, until it had previously come beforui^ 
and been decided ofi by parliainent. 

G. had early and repeated admohitidni 
on this point, but n6 considtfration, "be 
sa1<l, should deter him from giving it 
licking to-the papists.'' He accordingly^ 
made the most violent and 
speeches in the common council of Dub^ 
liii against the catholics, which tVefe felt 
to be extOcdingly injurious by the catbo^’ 
lies, and which, in his opinion, were wholly 
irreconcilcable with the wishes and in^ 
structions of government. In brder 
prove .the sincerity of the wishes of 
noble secretary, and in compliance 
what Jie conceived to be his own dutyjj^tili 
removed Mr. G. from the situatfun heiSdtf 
anxious to offer a candid statement of ^overnmeiH, not however 

matter, as it really stood, aad that state- ’ - 

ment, lie trusted, woulfl fully vindicate his 
character, as far as it was implicated in 
this matter. The noble 
qjii^that he would not insisfoiVteading ex¬ 
tracts from the letters of the noble secre¬ 
tary of state on this subject, as that, he 
underkood, w^ould be objected to; but he 
believed he w^as at liberty to read extracts 
frpm hi'^own letters ip answer to those of 
the nqble SeerStary. .The noble then 
read a variety of extracts from his edrres 


yipondence ifl 1805, with the noble scefe- 
'’^tar^^lllord Hawkesbury), resecting the 
buiihfeirt of the datholjc petiVmWand thfe 
Midi the Mlib winb 


repeated admonitions to desist 
inflahamatory proceeding. rtr^ 

that sbme time after, in MSjr, 
secretary expressed some lregfet^a2t‘*tb® 
measure, it seen^d^td havn/ givdil->'nfe» ; 
fence to spnie protest^t Iri^h gentliS-“^- 
then in En^and. Whether tbeTK^iu 
of those gentlemen were right 4 >r 
he should not now enquire; 
gined that the situation hu tiran t 
forded as fair an opportunity of 
the i^tuation of Ireland; H 
gentlem^ could po$sibl;^vi^feV.| 
had interpreted the inatfuctf 
bust mniijir" 




ha 4 A|Si#j(| insinqajted, with any k^dJi 
'' or^etjio 

proyS^*TO5^ assertions, hje shpnW ^ now 
helaid bcforathetiouae, 
tatfiw'ts of the correspondence which tciok 
pl^dk feet\vcen«the noWe secretary of state 
Kt^aml himself, r^spectkig the n^unner in 
;{WH:ich it was thought propci, to act ip Ire- 
; , larid w'ith respect to the measure of the 
' eathoHc petition/^ 

tbrd Ilaickesbun^ acknowled ged, that no- 
, tbinig could be more paiiclid than the state- 
metik of his noble friend, but still he felt 
hiiilEself not bound to produce the corres¬ 
pondence moved for, because some of it 
wds of a private Vature, and because,, if 
produced, it could answer no purpose. K 
was true, tbe^conduct of his noble friend 
in displacing Mr. GiiKird w as looketl upon 
as ratiier harsh by some of the protestant 
gentlemen in Ireland, and in this country ; 
and indeed, w’hen it was recollected,\vfiat 
Mf; Gidard had sudered during the repcl- 
lion* and on other occasions-, withres])ect to 
persons naturally most dear to him, these 
sufferings woulcl carry with them some 
cxcttse for his intemperate behaviour. 

« liOifd if?;;eK»e/|;higliJy approved of the 
conduct ofthe nol>lc earl,on lhatocca?>ion, 
and thought that tjie slatennuit he h^d 
just blade, abundantly j-uslihed that con¬ 
duct,'—After a short explanation Iroiii lord 
Hawke^liury, lord Ilardwickc withdrew his 
motion, 

[Orders in Council Bili«] On the 
motion for the first reading of this bill^ 

. ^Lord Grenrilia signified that he had an 
objection in form to any further proceeding 
in this measure. It wms in direct contra- 
dictif^n to thesianding order of the house, 
of t70^ j and ^f their lordships aMowed 
that ord<?r to be infringed, there would be 
-tui bfttpeir best^jrivilegcs, and of their 
deliiJ|^|Sy^ capacity. This the noble ba .7 
roa'^pbo^edod to shew from a variety^f 
.oas^,fe:,"^lid frofo the nature and necessity 
M thh ;staifiidihg order to which he had 

'i^A. ; ' • 


l^flUiird Ifmkesbu^ confessed that the nb- 
" ' WTis an infooftant one, and that 

time should be allo\^d to take it 
He thought, however, 
I»|mi 3 ld first be printed. f 

Would not object to the 
thfe bill, but was. of opinion 
had arisen on his 
V of thobiU should 

'^Wedfi^d^iy,— 7 TIMS sug- 




[io$t 


HOUSE W COMkO*HS^ ' : 

Mondavi Marcli^ h 1 

[Mutiny Bill.] The SecreiUiry at War 
moved the order of the day for the third 
reading of the Mutiny bill. 

Sir Francis BurdcU, pursuant to the no¬ 
tice given for liim a few days since by a 
noble friend of his (lord Folkestone), had 
to offoc a clause, to prevent oflieers from 
being dismissed from the army by any 
other means than the seijtei^ of a court 
martial^ He thought such^ provision of 
essential importance^|^[p#me army, to the 
interests of life crown, and those of the 
country. The form of the proposition he 
had to uiake was so modeiMie, that he did 
not conceive any objection could be made 
to it. He was not aware f>f any opposiHou 
being intended, except fiom s*une lf)ose 
ideas that had been tiirowri out, of its 
trenching on llio prcrogaiivc. He did not 
think it dtd. But even if it wcrc>|ruc that 
it did,he should not think tliat wouVi be a 
jeasoriubJc objccpon with the house, if he 
could shew tliat the ]>owcr, so far as he 
meant to correct it, had been exercised in 
a manner detrimental to the honour of the. 
crown, and the interests of the army and 
b)f the country. The army itself was con¬ 
stitutionally looked upon as a great in¬ 
fringement made by t!he crown on the pre¬ 
rogative of the people, lie did not say it 
Vas an u^geccsg^Hii.ifringeinent. But as 
the army 

of the liberties of tlie people, the principle 
^Qfliipiting in some respects the arbitritry 
power of the crown, w ith respect to the 
army, could not lie looked upon as trench¬ 
ing on the prerogative of the crowui, which 
held the army oidy by tlie indulgence of 
parliament. IlC contended tiiat no pre- 
rogjiitive of the crown, ought to infringe 
,on the liberties of the people. The clause 
h^hould projlose hud nothing in view 
but to se cure‘tliat j^istlce and fair dealing 
which skould always murk the proceedings 
of the^TmMi towards .the people. He 
proposecHrrivsfrain only that which no 
king, if well advised, would ever do. 
was due to the otlicers of the army, to 
afford them that legal protection for their 
fortunes and lives, and what was of fitill 
more importance to'them, their characteFS, 
which^jersons of other ckisscs f:njoyed. 
Thc^w’ere wholly at the mercy of those 
malicious whispers, by w'hich ,the ears 
persons high in authority were ever llabldV 
4) be abused. Officers of the army-sfiould 


c^ertainly be no wortie sim^ted ip 





-1061^' , I'Aftl; i}^"' 

pect than the restafhU majesty'^ subjects. OTet them' in the opkn %ht of genuine,. 
Mo man ought, to be condemned or pu-. rfitish justice ? CUurts martial ^lorde^ 
nislied without a hearing. Such was the Jnple iu,eans to punish every description ' 
j)rin(::iple of British justice. The honour, M oftchte; had when it was*qonsidei;ed 
of which military men were so tenacious, that these courts were Uot,^ juries, , 
was exposed to I'liimoj^en without the pos- bound to be unanimous in their sentence, 
sibility of guarding against it. The disci- and how many descriptions of ofJeqces 
pline of the Srmy also suflcrcd materially could be included under the very exte^- > 
by the practice he wished to correct. For sivc and sweeping charge of ungentlemaa-r, 
when those who, when brought to ttial, like cgnduct so*often censured and, ppt 
would be fyuUd decidedly deserving of nished by thorn, he was sure Uo latitude'of ^ 
punishim'iit, w^e Wended in the operation impuhlty could be apprehended, by giving > 
ofone unci istingu^lhing stroke of powcftwith every accused person^the opportunity gf ^ 
tliose who, if tried/^hfitlj^ means of pro- stating bis case before such a tribunal, 
c uring themselves an honourable acquittal, The hon. bart. concluded with moving a 
virtue and good conduct, in a great mea- claus'e accordingly. 

sure, lo'^t their Viniulus, and bad conduct ^I he Secretmy at War complimented , 


was slieltered from a great part of that 
slvaint?, which was the most cllectual check 
upon its vicious progress. As the ob- 
j cl he had in view was to prevent future 
a’ou.se rather than to censure the past, he; 
f jrl)f>re to^^ifst any reflection, or to cite 
aiiv of tllf)se. ( ases which itwoiild be ('om- 
peteiit to adduce. lie migW be told there 
were (‘ase?* in which persons were dis- 
lulssed, whom it w ould hard to ( Xpose 
by a court martial, though it would have 
been highly improper to tontinuc them in 
tlie service. Persons of this kind migljt 
he permitted to resigji, and thus there 
v.oukl always be a sullicient sc'curity 
against abuses of every klq^l. It w’l^ the 
ori ncm l^e of the to ,se- 

p!trateevfty^1?rtr^^ from the crou ii, 
and to adorn it w 1th the keavenly attri¬ 
butes of mercy and power of relief. •It 
was an inconsistency with this |n’ihciple 
that he wished to remove, by giving to the 
officers of the army the same measure of 
justice enjoyed by the rest of the commu¬ 
nity. It w as by the army that the crown 
was supported and the pe()]>Ie protecteef, 
and why should the army he ina.fi'orse 
situation than any other part ofjthe pei>plc 
in the essential point oi' juftice r The army 
had now^ grow'u to such an extent, wMi a 
dispositioji still further to au£!:t» 5 ^iif ity that 
even in point gf mere numerical consider- 
atiofl^^t w’as a large portion of the people. 
yAnd in the present critical and dangerous 
situation of the country, when our .safety 
depended so much on the zeal and energy 
of the oflicers of the army, ought they to 
be left in tircunfclances im which tS|y 
might be whispered out of their rank awjj 
situation, into jioverty, disgrace and ruin, 
iit^d a thousand calamities worse than any 
*aw Could inflict, by tlie arts of a dark rna- 
hgnaut’assaswn, w’l*o,would not dare to 


the hon. baronet on the moderation which , ,, 
he had‘clisplayed ; but objected to the 
clause, because he had laid no ground for 
it. jle urged the bad consequences of 
change?? in the military s3\stem without the 
strongest reasons for it^ and the necessity . 
that tlue army should be dependent on thh 
crow n. It. w as so necessary, that even if 
it were not the case at present, he should 
I have proposed it now for the first time, 
lie Avould wish, if it \Vereij^ossible, that 
the military should hare the advantage of 
th(* common law'; but it was inconsistent 
w ith* tlie constitution and discipline _ of 
tlie ann^’'. Tlie history of the W’orld 
proved the necessity of strict discipline 
in nu arm\r, and for this it must look to- 
a head. The instancts ia which the 
jiOW'ci^alluded to had been exercised W'cre 
nf late extremely rare; but the best 
effects resulted from the existence qf the 
power. Ever^" part of the prerogative 
pushed tq extremes wouhl produce abuses 
—such as in the making or peace or war. . 
But this, was no .reason^ for diminishirig , 
that prerogative. An army indep'endent 
sovereign w'as contrary to cqmmoit 
sense. Such an cncroat hriieiit on thepre-, 
rogative would subvert the coiistitutiqtU 
lie allowed that in former times > 

find been deprived of tlielr regiments fpr * ' 
voting against minister. JJut there were 
no instances cd tiiisabuse in modern tim^* 

He therefore his decided negative to , 
the p^roposilioii. ' ^ 

Lord adverted to the extraor-^ y 

diiiary maiinner in which the hon. 
tary had anr?wcrcd the argument;^ of, 
honourable baronet on his side, 
•complimented him first for not 
past abuses, and then objected^; 
clause,, because no grounds 
fcr * 



' lossy D^ifiAtEs' ms.-^Miainykir: • ■ [iso** 

well knew that there were instanced piT tfe he introduced it If he did not cite caKses 
most cruel oppression that might-be 'of abuse, it was not because they did not 

ted. But the honourable baronet below exist, but because he was unwilling to 
only looked to the future, and had laid hurt any one’s feelings unless forced to it. 
irresistible grounds for his proposition. He He was surprised and astonished to heitr • 
had stated his object to be to protect the the ho». general declare Inmself ignorant 
officers and tlie crown itself from doing of such instances.—He declared his in- 
what was known to have been done, and tention to withdraw his rnotion. 
from the secret whispers of slander and IVJr. Calcraft rose to move an arnend- 
malice. His lordship, however, expressed meat, the object of which was to reduce 
his hope, that the hon. baronet would the Mutiny bill to the state ‘in which it 
withdraw his clause, and bring the.subject vvas* last year, and to ItaJ^frorn his ma- 
fbrward in a sepai^te bill, for so grave jesty*s ministers Ihe^n^wcr of enlisting 
and important a matter required the most men for a eternaloligcr than that which 
serious deliberation and the fullest discus- the bill had hitherto prescribed. He rc- 
sion. The hon. baronet he allow^ed cowld plied to the arguments tliat bad been used 
not, however, be liable to the charge of against limited service. In the East In- 
precipitation from the other side. The dies the example of the company \vas a 
noble lord opposite had brought forward sufficient inducement for its adoption. In 
his clause in a manner equally sudden the West Indies, a regulation of that sort 
and as the hon. secretary had e.%j)i*essed was absolutely necessary to enforce the 
do strongly his aversion to changes, he, no^ regular relief of regiments. The charac- 
doubt, would give his vote against the ter of the soldier was improved the in¬ 
change proposed by the noble lord near troduction of limited service \ the greatest 
him. He earnestly requested the hon. part of the army who conquered in Egypt, 
baronet to withdraw his clause for the were composed of men w'ho enlisted from 
present, as hli^shoijd regret extremely to the militia for a term of years. The suc- 
be obliged to give it his negative. ccss of liis right hon. friend’s system waa 

Colonel Duckett said, there w'as no time, rendered undeniable. He reprobated the 
no country, no army, in w’hich the ppwer mode in which it vvas attempted to sub-^ 
here complained of did not exist. To vert that system. Adverting to the 10,000 
abridge the pow'er of the crown in this men that had enlisted from the militia 
point would not add to the liberties of th 6 into A^^regulaf .^rvice, he contended that 
people, but to the independence of tfiat each ^ 

army which was so much the obj^ect of average, 2 .'?/. which, axfdedto tl»e 10 /. of 
constitutional jcalousv. bounty to induce them to enter into the 

(jcneral F/fs/w/ncJ thought"that all in- regular army, made an expence of 
novations on the constitution of the army per man, er all together a sum of 0 * 10 , 000 /. 
ought to be attempted with the nitst cau- and this not equally raised, but ultimately 
tious deliberation, and never' without falling on the landed property of the 
Strong facts to warrant and call for them, country. He concluded by moving, to 
The hgfi. baronet had adducetl/no such omit the words in that clause of the bill 
facts, and he himself knew of none.^jtj^^ by wjncli the option of entering for li- 
Shouid therefore give the clause *his de-^"mited or unlimited service vvas allowed to 
cided negative, if the hon. baronet should the recruit.' ^ 

bring it up. The constitution of the army Hixc: Secretary at /fW rcsiated the opi- 
was as much an. object of nice attention niou which he expressed on a former night, 
as the constitution of the state. The trial that tlie plan of the right hon. gent, had 
by jury was pifefeltable to the trial by met with no success whatever, an^Jlhat 
fbUYt martial in point of j^istice ; yet no- the former system from the second batta- 
Body thought of introducing it into the lions v^^as. infinitely superior to it; pro-^% 
ariny, He hoped, if the honourable ba- ducing every advantage of his system, 
ronet withdrew the clause to bring it for- while it w as totally free from the incqnve- 
wiird in the shape of a bill, he would at nieces of that system. 4 , 

least make out a case. Windfiam enterctfinfo an examina-* 

Sir F. ^xrieti 'found in the* speech of ,tiwn of the nature of that system, ^hicli, 
•tfte hon.^general, arguments to induce he contended, it was the pfan of the 
' to persevere in bringing forward hi§ sent administration secretly, covwtljr, and ^ 
>vithjlraw_ii. Tie clandestinely, te undermine, /fb® mra- i 

‘iriiittirely tvuighed the* 2lause^*15%fort* surj; which they projK»sed vvas*iiifphteht 'id(^ ' 
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U) good, but powerful as to mischie 
With a determined/linrelentiug, remorse¬ 
less animosity, they endeavoured to de¬ 
stroy the existence of that which lived to 
their shame. The queslioii was, whether 
parliament would give to the country that 
delusive strength which spirituous liquors 
imparted to the human frame; or whether 
they would allow it to retain the natural 
vigour of an unexcited body ? The wab- 
joct was of great importance. His ma¬ 
jesty Vmiiiisteng had no riglit to call for a 
decision upon it duller such circum'^tapees. 
W^as it fair to the was it decent to 

the public, to require the* prestjit parlia¬ 
ment to vevers|C the measure already esta¬ 
blished, by aduShliiig a proposition which 
had been twice negatived in tw’o former 
parli'iPiTicnts, and thus making the legisla¬ 
ture cat its own wo rds? T o introduce this 
innovating atteiTioirliilto k nill v^hich from 
the nature of i/coulrl not be stopped in 
its progrc'ivv'w as a step prompted by a 
spirit siiiiflar to that which directed the 
rfttack against Copenhager^. Tlu^ his 
majesty’s ministers really wished to de¬ 
stroy his measure, he doubted not, al¬ 
though they denied anjf such intention. 
He d#elt on the evils which must result 
from the noble lord’s proposition, and par¬ 
ticularly on the heart-burnings which 
must be occasioned among men w ho were 
enlisted for difierent terms ^f service and 
remarked the change jybich haA taken 
“•^nare^'his majesty’s 
ministers; who formerly had called out 
for a present accession of force, reckles^of 
futurity, but who now^, disreg^ding the 
present, directed all their solicitude to the 
futui c : for he contended that not a single 
additional man would be gained to the re¬ 
gular army by the new regulation. 

Lord Castlercagh spoke at length against 
the motion. Lord </ Cavendish arid sir 
Ralph Milbanke spoke shortly ip favour of 
Mr. Windham’s measure, Amidst frequent 
calls for the question. The hou'^e then 
divided^ wlien there appeared ; f^or the 
clause proposed by lord Castlercagh 189 ; 
For clause proposed by ]Mr. Calcraft 


^16. 


Majority 73. 

List of the Minority, 


Aberoromby, bon, J. 
Adanii Wm, • • 

Agar, E. F. 

AltborjK^, viscount 
A|i9on, G. * 

Antonie/W. L, 
f Bubington, Thost 


Bathurst, C. B. 
Bewiqke, C. x 
Biddulpli, R. M, \ 

Blackburnc, John 
Bowyer, sir G. 
Bradshaw, A. C. 
Buller, J. of Exeter 
JSujrdett, sir F, 


C Jvert, N. 
^mpbell, lord J. 
CAaipbeH, John 
Ciivcndisif, Lo^d G. 
Cavcndi&h, G. U. C. 
Colboriic, N. W. R. 
Combe, H. C. 

Craig, James 
Creev^y, Thomas • 
Cuthbert, J. R. 
Dundas, Hon. C. L. 
Dundaif, Hon. 11, L. 
Ebrington^ viscount 
1‘dcn, Hon. N. S. E. 
Elliot, Rt, Hon. W. 
Ferguson, R. C. 
Fitzgerald, M. 
Fitzgerald, lord 11, 
Fitzpatrick, R. 
Folkestone, lord 
Frankland, W. 

Gell, F. 

Grattan, TL 
Grceahill, R. 
Grenfell; P. 
GriffeidioofFc, B. 
Herbert, H. A. 
H|bberi,G.^ 
Hippesley, sir J. C, 
Hobhouse, B. 
Howard, Henry 
Howard, bon. W, 
Hume, W. II. 
Howorth, II. 
,Tacks*on, John 
Kensington, lord 
Knapp, George 
Knpx, Hon. T. 
Lainbe, Hon. Wm. 
Lambt^^n, R. J. 
Ccacij, Jobu 
Leman, C. 

Lemon, J. 

Lemon, sir W, 
Lloyd, sir p. 

Lloyd, J. M. 
Lushingcop, S. 
LyRIcton, ‘W. H. 
JNI»edonald, James 
Madocks, \V. A. 
Marlin, Ilf 
Mawle, lion. W. R. 


Milbanke, sir R, 
fdHilier, sirT. 
Milner, sir W. 
Morpeth, vise. 
Mpsely, sil O, 
iSioville, It. 
Wewporr, sir John 
I'lorth, Dudley 
O’Cuilaghan, J. 
Ord, William 
Parnell, Henry 
Petty, lord H. 
PiggDtr, sir A. 
Fonsouhy, G. 
4*orcl)^ster, lord 
Power, B. R. 
Prettie, F. 4. 
Pym, F. 

Quin, W. H. 
Ridley, sir M. W, 
Russell, lord W. 
St. Aubyn, sir J, 
Scudfunore, P. 
Shelly, H. 
Sheridan, R, B, 
Shipley, W. 

Smith, George 
Smith, S. 

Smith, Wm. 
Stanley. Ihrd 
l'aylory\V\ 
Temple, earl 
^'empletow n% vise. 
Tliornpson, T, 
Thornton, fl. 
Tierney, G. 
Vauiiuart, N, 
Veniou, G. G. V. 
Walpole, G. 
Ward, J. W, 
Warden, G. L* 

\Vbarton, J. 
Whitbread, S. 
Wilberforce, W. 
Wilder, colonel 
William^, sir R, 
Windham, Wm. 
WyAn, C. W.W. 
Wynn, sir W. W* 
Tellers, 
Calcraft, J. 

Warreiider, sir G» 


HOUSE OF LORDS. , 

Tuesday, Mar% 15 . 

[Offices jn Reversion Bill,] On the 
order of the day being read, for the thir^ 
reading of this bill, • ' 

Lord Redesdak renewed hi's former 
jections to it. His lordship in the 
of his speech entered into a dcfeScejjw 
diimself aga'tnfit a charge 
him on a former evening, 
bigotry, and argued, that 
found ; 
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C?illed themselves Friends of the Peopk- 
The Duke of defended the biU, 

, ipvhich he thought rather tended to suppoft 
,, ithan to attack the king's prerogative. « 
\ Earl G'rrj/combated the arguments of 
f lord Rcdesdhle, and observed, that poUti- 
"I cal bigotry consisted in a blind adherenc e 
to old notions, and bringiiig them forward 
in opposition to reform rendered necessary 
by an alteration of circui?:istances. From 
.,tiie arguments advanced by the tjoblc and 
learned lord, he must, on the same |)rinri" 

f de he now urged, have opposed the abo- 
ition of the star charalier, as an Innova¬ 
tion most dangerous to tlic constitution. 
The noble earl vindicated himself and his 
friends from the attack made upon 'the 
Friends of the People by the noble and 
learned lord, and observed, that he had 
always been and still remained the ad^c - 
cate of moderate and temperate reform; 

' which he considered the best nii^ahs of 
maintaining the constitution, and of,.avert¬ 
ing the danger which might ultiiuatcly 
arise from long continued abuses. 

Lord Jlaivkeshiny said, that the proposed 
amendments.having been rejected by the 
committee, lij, must, give the bill his de¬ 
cided negative. 

The house then divided on the question, 
that the bill be read a ihird time : * 

Contents - 26 Non-eontenls (]) 
Proxies - 22—48 Proxies - - 5 [)—128 

Majority against the bill.f8(i 

[Protest.] Dissentient, 1st, Because 
the bill docs not in our opinion invade any 
of the legal prerogatives of crown, 

or diminish any of its eonshtutinnal influ¬ 
ence, but tends rather to sec ure hoi!), by 
removing the temptation to ncglig'mce or 
^ibuse ill the^disposnl of oflic(s.' 2d, Be¬ 
cause it appear^ {<» us to be necessary in 
this an^ every oflier inUanc e, tef secnie to 
. the subjects of this country, saflering under 
the pressure of an unpiecedeqteVJ accu¬ 
mulation of taxes, the means of economi¬ 
cal, retrenchment, and reform of such of¬ 
fices, us can ciSier be reduced in their 
' emolument or ^tircly abolished, without 
injury to tlic mgnity and pmvers of the 
crown, or to the interest» of tlie public. 
Sd, Because wi'di respect to places granted 
in reversion, all means of retrencirineiit 
and reform are, taken away so long as the 
lives for which they are granted shall 
ContiiTuc. 4th, Befiause reform and re- 
trt odtaamit in the public expcAuliture Iravc 
Immeiided to us from \hc throne, 
liause we are apprtdiensive, that th<(‘ 
i'etion of the present 



I5> ISOi^^Irish Exprmes. ^ 

^dered by the people of the United King¬ 
dom, as indicating a disposition in this 
liousc, not to give eiiect to that wls(3 and 
salutary recommendation. (Signed) Essex, 
Jersey, Vassall Holland, King, Cowper, 
Ponsonby of Imokilly, Lauderdale, (bey, 
Albemarle, Ponsonby, Siafibrd, Carring¬ 
ton,’’—'^Dissentient for the 1st, 2d, and 
4th reasons: Spencer, Clifton (Earl of 
Darnlev)." 


nocsn OF q, 0 MMpNs. ' 

' ’ Tucachii/j 

[Ikisii ExpUEssEs^J^'lvIr. Pmv/r//moved, 
that there be laib la. fore I he house an Ac¬ 
count of the sums exponded for the estab¬ 
lishment of govermni-nt E'*])resses between 
the ]K)rts of Holyhead ilnd Dublin, from 
the lat of Jan. i 801, to the 1st oL Jan. 
180:L Tiie lion. gent, said it was too 
general for expi'\ssc'S”ja pass betNveen the 
two countries, for no othVv puiposc than 
to give a favourite govcrmne\^^ newspaper 
a priority of intelligence over'^'heir le^s 
dfqicqdant coinpetitors. The paper he 
particularly albuied to was an evening 
pa|)er, which had been vciy active in its 
disapprobation bf the late changes in his 
majesty’s ministers. But the same-paper 
was HvAv the warmest advocate in supp(wt 
(/ftlie measures of the men it liad not long 
since opposed. 

Sir A. //W/c'a/c?/, though he did not object 
ro the mot ion*, cou ld not think the object 
of f,o imp^ 'i nar 1 pp' ]' vi 

to the hon. gent. It appeared to him to 
have no other object tiran to ascertain 
what newspapers in Ireland had or had 
not prior rc.udligence of the London news, 
and to prevent papers from having thirty 
or foilv houis prior intelligence. The 
paper alludtd to had some ground of pre- 
^it*rence, it was the only dady evening 
paj)cr in Duidin, and had an extensivcj 
•circuhuion. 

Mr. Panhl! c^mlcndcd, that the unjus¬ 
tifiable ]>artinlay of government, in pro¬ 
curing dbr lint paper prior intelligence 
by eXtraordhiarv (‘X})rcs^(;s, w'as v. hat had 
increased tlie (iiciilalion of that Tfnper, 
and injiiiaal that ol' otlieis, to such a se¬ 
rious (!egi.c(-, lliat one pajxn* liad already 
suflered.a loss in circuhition of no less 
than .5000 copif^s w’ccdcly. 

IV A. (rW,/e.»r/e./s,«i(l,«*hat the expresses 
govcinmcmt 201. a clay, whether they 
Tvent or not, and lliat tliiridbre the dis¬ 
patching them could not be pvoducllve4)l 
any additional expence,—The motion was 
then agreed to, ‘ „ 
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Conduct of Marciui^ Wr.LLESLEY-yflE- 
8UMED Debate on the Oude Charge.] , 
The house resulted the adjourned debate^ 
on the conduct of the Marquis Wellesley 
relative to the Affairs of Oiule (sec p. 993). 
The first Resolutions bcinj^ read, 

.Sir Thomas Tuj'ion spoke as follows:— 
Mr. Speaker ; considering^ this question as 
intimately connected in its policy with 
that which it will be my duty.slioftly to 
submit to Jthe house, (the Carnatic Qlues- 
tion;—vicvvhi" it*as one great Ijnk of the 
same chain of^^iCastern policy, (if* policy 
It can be calleddistmgtiished the 
adininistratmn of lord Wellesley, 1 cannot 
content myA|f with giving a silent vote on 
the motions the noble lord. Before, 
hnuever, I enter upon the question it¬ 
self, I must submit to the house a few ob¬ 
servations on thqj.:iiafij£jixtraordirtary ob¬ 
jections to tln/^motion, which were ad¬ 
vanced by anlion, gent, on the floor, (Mr. 
Bankcs^/vvlio concluded the debate at its 
adjournment. The objection of the hon. 
gent, to our proceedings,*\\ as foiftided on 
the incompetency of this tribunal to take 
cognisance of the sulj^ject. I think the 
holi. gent, stated, " that its functions were 
of adegislativc, not of a judicial nature.’ 
Without entering into a minute investiga¬ 
tion of the powers, and constitution of 
parliament, the history of which would 
fully domoii'^trate the cxl^iut of its judicial/* 
legislatiV—for the 
purpose or insuiuiiug criminal proceed¬ 
ings— I woidd ask that hon. gent. itV oii^ 
retlection, he can ente,rtain a doubt #l tlid 
right, and even of the expedi^cy of par¬ 
liament, to receive this ay/plii ation to it^ 
justice. Even, I think, iii/lhe experience 
of the hon, gent, many, •very many in- 
stance^ must have occurred, of this lumse 
entertaining, my ei)cour<|ging, applica¬ 
tions of a similar nature. . Let me*ask tlie 
hon. gent, where, or jf) wiliom in this 
particular instance, cciiild the appeal 
against Brilish injustice and opj^resslon be 
made ?—Not to our cour/s ol law and 
equity ^ there it has been already deter- 
mmed, that an independent sovereign (yes 
a ‘ dependent nabob’, as be is called) can 
neither institute or defend a suit. To the 
sovereign, in council, ^uu he’appeal?— 
The constitution of oiirftndian government 
permits not this? Where thou can l\ a[)- 
ply^ with a possibility of success, but\o^a 
British parlicftueul,aiid Lo parliament only ^ 
*Do\v&aiot invite this appeal against the mis- 
com^uct of dur Eiistcni^overnors and ser-* 
vantsjby the act^jliplaciitg on the table oip 

'V " 
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\\\v bouse, at the coin men cement of every 
sessions, the names of those members we 
think nio^st fit to form a judictiture for the 
trial of tliese offences.^ But I think I’iC 
hon. gent, founds his .)bjecVon to the pro¬ 
ceeding of tin; nobl^‘ lord, because he (lord , 
Folkestone) floes not moan to follow it up 
wath an imp?iieluneiit against the noble 
marquis ; but, whilst 1 am not surprised at 
the 4 reluctaiu\; of the noble lord> on 
th s lieml, after what v\e have seen of irm 
peachments, yet is it not couipelent to any 
other member of Jthis house, to propose 
.such a measure ? Or cannot the house ad¬ 
dress his majesty to direct his attorney 
gclieral to file an information against the 
ai'cuscd person, in conformity with the 
spirit and letter of the Fast Indian Juili- 
cature act ? If these motions are carried, 
is there a serious doubt, on the mind of 
any member in this house, that whatever 
the pVecise nature of its judicial functions 
arc,**this house can, not only entertain the 
question in its present state, hut pursue -all 
those measure, which the character of a 
great nation demands, in order to bring 
to condign pimishmcht ah tlio.se who, at. 
whatever distance oY the globe, in the ad¬ 
ministration of its government, violate its 
principles uf justice and good faith ? But, 
sii', I am almost ashamed to argue this 
point—no one can seilously doubt it; 
and, to dwell on il longer, would be a 
waste of the time and attention of the 
house.—In proceeding to the merits of the 
quefTtion, I f auiK^t but hnnent that it has 
been treati‘d, not so much as the revisal of 
a great political measure, involving a sys¬ 
tem of goveninuuit, as the case of a dis- 
tinguisJicd individual. 1 cannot treat it in 
that liglit, for re.sjiected as the character of 
the nolde maiajuis, and his iiidi^’idual in¬ 
terest in the transaction ought to be, it is 
.still .only that of an individual, and as 
such, Kiust ill importance. For, what is 
the real state of this que.stlon in a great 
political view' ^ The g,overnftient of*Iudia 
(over which it is true the noble marquis 
presided at the tiine^lufc violated a solemn 
treaty exeffuted between lord Telgnmoulh, 
the then governor general, and the nabob of 
Oude, in Feb. 179S,aiid to which the faithqf 
the British govovnnrient was pledget! wdxich 
existed at the time, and to the perfonn- 
iince of which, we were at the uevy qio- 
meiit binding the nabob. The parti<;ularE 
of the violation werey-1st, The reduyiitfii 
of the army of the nabob. agSinst his will 
an interference expressly guarded Jgainsi 
iiywfc 1 ftlrtlrticle of the treaty ; and se^ 

il A 
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comdly, the taking from him by viok'iict'*/he ^rxecnted with liim a treaty olTensive 
one half of his ternrories, and reserving to J and cl dens ive, by which the two states 
ourselves the tomi>lete controul a\cr the i agreed mutually to assist each other, in 


remainder, br a ])ajjer, which vtc c hose to 
denominate the treaty of 1801 . The pre¬ 
tences assigned for tliis conduct, particu- 
Jarly by a right lion, tarouet, whose con¬ 
nections with, and obligations to, the noble 
marquis, liave induced him to stand for¬ 
wards as the champion of tliQ^governmcjntol 
Jjtdia, on this occasion, are three-fold; fust, 
the right; Jiccondly, the expediency and 
evep necessity of the /‘xercise of itand 
thirdly, instructions of the government at 
home.—First, sir, as lo the right of the go¬ 
vernment of India, to cotnmit these acts of 
tyranny. FrouM\ hence is it derived ? The 
right bon. barl. has not condescended to tell 
us. Is it derived from the treaty of* ^ 
That in the article to which 1 have lei'erred, 
expressly gnarantees the riglitof the nal^ol* 
to a full authority over Ins household af¬ 
fairs, his troops, and his siihjects. As long 
as this treaty existed, therefore, govfjrii- 
ment could have no right to dlsbapd a sol¬ 
dier, or to interfere even \vith the lowest 
of his subjects; ^ut says an hon. gent, (Mr. 
WJiiUshed Keen^; the fight is ‘ that of the 
sword, obtained by conqiu ^l, by that alone 
can \niir government in Inclin be* support¬ 
ed.^*^ What occasion then for treaties/if 
the will of the conqueror is to be the only 
law ? Willing am I to acknowledge, that 
when Sujah-ul-Dinvlah, after the suhjuga-* 
lion of his ally, Meer Caassiin Ally, the 
nabob of Bengal, fell into the hands of*the 
British, at the battle of Calpi, in iTh,*?, it 
was the undoubted riglit of the India com¬ 
pany, to have disposed of the territories of 
Onde, in the manner thi'y dLcmed most 
advantageous to*their interests. Indeed it 
appears" they diti, so, for after having 
granted the emperor of Delhi, (for whose 
cause, and at whose mandate the nabob of 
Glide first entered on the w^ar with the 
British gpyernment) they actually, by a 
firmaiRi or agreement with the emperor, 
made over to him the greater part of the 
dominions of Siijah^l-Jiowlah, which they 
had so conquered, and reserved* a part to 
themselves. This w as the fight of con- 
qiiest; a dreadful, but legitimate right. 
The sovereign was a prisoner in your camp 
—-his dmninions at your feet; but what was 
the condijet of locxt Cdive when he heard 
of this agreement ? He refused Jo ratify 
it^ he considered that in every view of 
. policy an extension of ierritory was to be 
Q^^rec^ated ; he released the captive mo- 
; he restored him to his 


case of attack, with part or the whole of 
their respective forces, as might be rn^ces- 
sarv. If, therefore, you had the right ol 
subjugation by conquest, did younot aban¬ 
don that right, when you concluded thb. 
treaty w'lih Su]ah-ul-Dowlah ^ And is 
there Ti single word in all the treaties shice 
exei'uted w ith the sovereigns ofc Oudj, in 
Aviiicli tliiij light of coiuifii'St referred to 
111 the laost distant inannp^' But, says the 
hon. gent, to^ whom Fj*Tast alludi*tl, " the 
nabob oi* Gmlt; w a^. never er^nsidi rt'd as 
more than the w ard of the e^i^/.ipany, wlu> 
wen^ his guardians.' W d tlien, if the 
company were his guardians, the disposi¬ 
tion of their w'ard and his propm ty ought, 
in some degree, tq„.U"’;?i,J)een subject to 
their disposal. Their ageiA ought not to 1 
have acted witlicmt their aiulvp’ity* He 
ought not to have constituted himself the 
giiaidian, and in violation of every princi¬ 
ple, the tharactf'iistic of that sacred name, 
to have first robbed him of half his proper¬ 
ty, and obtaimtd hynself to be a])pointed 
veei'iver and comptroller of the 4 >ther half; 

I but an iionomablc and gallant colonel 
(Allen) whoso attadiment to the noble 
marquis, and defence, of his conduct is as 
natural as pidiseworlhy, says * The nabob 
,wlu^ nbV an indtvpend^ nt prince, he could 
not expect^) as suel^^l„.JUk*^•^*‘ 

read something of thirin two long ]mbli- 
/'at'ons cratuiUmsiy conveyed to me, on 
file ev' of this motion ; and I have thought 
it my duty wade through them. Does 
the nobh* ma^^juis rest his defence on 
either of them ? '^Is it ‘ tall auxilio, defenso- 
nhns lha his cause rests ?—To sa- 

lisfvany man ol tin* w ildness and extrava¬ 
gance of the diynines contained in theni^ 

I need <hily . tliat in one of them, the 
author, after dedu;dng IVom Vattel, Puffen- 
dorff, Montesquieu, and even Locke, the 
right to^ tnjat tlie nabob as our slavt, re¬ 
presents him, iw tilling ^ an office perfect¬ 
ly analogous to that of lord Iicut04iai4j)f 
Ireland and by another author we are 
told ' that Glide was a dependent fief, the ' 
company pararnnnut lord, and the nj^bob 
its vassal,' ‘and 1 think the result of l;is 
1 arguimmt is, that not having tujxen from 
I our yrasal the whole of his* dominion, we 
; hav/treated him with ‘ signal indulgence.* 

1 should be ashamed to answ’er arguments , 
(if so they can be called) like these 5 but, 

1 would ask the hot?, officer, who terma the 
nabob a dependent prmcfe> as haying no 
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rights of sovereignty, except whatj^?re />lij)iJar niotivc, interfered with his reinon- 
derived from the company, and to^hoiu^ straiu o and advice, as to the members of 
thev reverted at their will and pleasure, | tlu* nabob's governmeiit. But let gentJe- 
how hc5 could reconcile to one ])riiu;ipleoi ! men recoflecl, that not even threats were 
common justice, much less of British gene- | resorted to ; strong l einonstraiice and re- 


rosjly and magnanimity, the niu l and 
oppressive treatment ofa dependent prince, 
\ul)je<‘t to your power and will ? Jlul, sir, ’ 
ii this unha|)py prince had no independent 
power, if he possessed no power, lu/donii- 
inoiis or subjects, but those of the coinj^any, 
existing only in h combined ayd awialga- 
inatcd slate theirs, what ocer^ion i'or 
this treaty of I79fi,'\vj.^lna4ory ol’tlu^ yv- 
sjiective ri\hts of ihc company, and of the 
prince ? IfVyese doc'trines have any foun- j 
datioii but ill .Nsurpalion and tyranny Jiow j 
cajne these words in the preamble of tiie 
treaty of 179S : ‘^Whereas vari^i^ea- 
lies have b( en cn*:at times 

between thcvri^te nabob Siftfm-ul-J)ou lah 
Behadrr,;«ia the naliob Asoph-ul-Dmvlah 
Bchader, and the hon. the East India coin- 


pcated advice were the only weapons of ^ 
force he used, or prctcmlcd the right to 
use ; every other he specifically and re¬ 
peatedly disclaimed, as inconsistent with 
the j'clative shite of the governments, and 
their fcsjjcclive iride])endcuce. But ta»T 
any tl’ing be a more conclusive proof of 
the continued opinion of this noble lorjl, of 
the injustice, and e\en the impolicy of in- 
terfereiK'e with the government of India, 
^MiUtrary to subsisting treaties, than the 
Vf'ry last act of the life of this respected 
nobleman ; who, vvdu n at the close of a 
I ion glife, «arti\ ely and usefully employed 
in the cau*;(! of his country, lie was sent 
oiicr to India to repair, as far as passible, 
all tile errors of former administrations, 

I and to retrieve the character of the coun- 


pany, to the mutual advantage of their re- j 
spcctive dominions, the •nabob,* 6cc. &c. j 
and sir John Shore, hart, on the part oftle^ 
lion, the East India ^onijiany, wlrli the | 
Mt'W to perpetuate the ainily la ueeii tiie ' 
two states, Arc not tlie>- words | 

conclusive of the opinion of tlu* govi rn- j 
ment of India at the-time, that they ucre 
two distinct independent states, cu domi¬ 
nions ? Is such a prtamlfle consisi’Wt ^itii 
^>f a pai ic«ouur lord and^'cassal " | 
Isnol this arecognltlonof Mjvern-iiiwghts r I 
Besides, let It be recollected, if tlu' 
rocedved his investiture from us, ^ iVuili 
the mogul, fioni whom did wi^ri'ceivc onr 
dominion of Bengal, BahyTand Orissa ? I 
should wish to see any wcafy producc'd, 
where the language is mole consistent with 
independent and mutual lights. Bu[ the j 
light hon. bart. says, ouiJl’lghl on this oc- | 
casion was founded on u/ige also ; and he 
instances the interfe^rey^^ d^lord (’orinval- ! 
lis and lord Teignmouth, with the^internal j 
government of tlu' nalxdi. right j 

hon. bart. seriously mcan*to conleiid, that 
tb (Mi l ttwTif ^those noble lords, and thi> we I 
arc noW'revising, have any the snjalh‘St re- 1 
semblance ?—'JVue, lord (mrnwallis, at a 
moahent when the subsidy bad been for a 
considerable iimi* in jrrear, apprehensive 
of the ftiilurc^of it, 4nd conside^^ing the 
failure imputable to the ' mismana^mienl 
oiithe thcn^iabob Asoph-uUDowlah, urged 
him. less in the strong language of remon- 
strantie, than the affectionate warmth yf 
friondship, to remedy# the errors and de¬ 
fects of bis gov’ertwBcnt j he even# from*a 


try, would permit no consideration of in¬ 
terest or,ad\ antagelollio conij any’saffairs, 
to b(‘ pleaded against the faitii and honour 
Of Ih itaiu. Til Hiiswcr to a letter writteii 
by colonel (1o>c, ^lie re/ident at Poonah, 
describing the sad condition of the Peisli- 
wah’s* government, and the more than in¬ 
clination, the almost request of the Pcish- 
VI all for tlu' interference of the British in 
the internal regulation of his dominions, 
•and the compliance with which request 
c'oloiK I C’l<t;>e considtas as the only means 
I of ^rendering the treaty of Bussein any 
I oilier tlian a burthen on the company; 
i lord ('ornwailis, after acknowledging the 
force of the resident's argtnnents and coii- 
clusioAis, writes thus;—‘ It is one of the 
fundamental principles bf the treaty of 
.Bassotn and constitiyes one ol its ex¬ 
press piTn isions, that the British govern¬ 
ment is not to interfere in the inter¬ 
nal administration of his highness's do¬ 
minions and his lordship then directs 
the resident to decline all t4ie offers of in¬ 
terference, and actual propositions of sub¬ 
stitution of the Ihitisli government for 
that of the Peishwa, which had been made 
to the resident. In the same manner, sir, 
wo fmd, when col. Kii'kpatrick, the resi¬ 
dent at Hydrabad {who had been lord 
Wellesley's secretary, and of course in¬ 
clined to further his views and ^projects of 
interfer«nce and reform), in no less than 
six several dispatches to the Bengal go¬ 
vernment, had pressed th« necessity of 
esteblishing a body of Sillahdar \:avalry, 
^faer tlifc* government of Hydrabad, to 
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be permanently inaintajoed in a stale of i beeS^j^thc opinion of lord Teignmojatb, as to 
efiicifncy, but Whipi» iu.- (the rc‘>.ident) ar- |thih A'tent of right: look through all his 
knowledges the i\i.iant to be unitpriuly jjctter:> ^^hilst he was governor general j 
averse to, lorfrJ lIornuDilis crnbiaces (he ;*thero one instance tn v.hieh he hints at tiic 


first oppoVtuiiify of (\f)iieitly dK>avoA^ iiig 
^ the conduct of the rcsulent. and instiuits 
him wholly to abandon not oidv the pro¬ 
position as to the cavalry, IfiU tlie \^llolc 
svstem of compulsion, or e\en intcTf'er- 
cnce in the civjl or military goiernivent 
the Nizam. Tlic ^\ho]o lotterr is re¬ 
plete. withcc ri^urc on the S 3 stem e.uahlish- 


ni^ht of u'diiir force, to render mteridrence 
valid r J)oes he not unirornilv limit 
the interference to rem<^'ustianre and ab- 
vire ^ But read his i videiice deiuered ;•>; 
your bar, and in ihe haudaoi evtu*\' unua- 
her (d*(his hmise ; is there one tittle of it 
u hirh pistdics the use of force ko jux^ut- 
ph^li even, tiie purpoMS* <d leibiiu? 


ccl by the marquis \Xe!lt‘dev’s govern- j the contrary, i'> there nothin express and 
nient, both as to its justice and policvu j ■ » • ^ . a- tv. 1 1 . . 

shall not fatigue the house by reading tlic 
whole of it ; yet there arc two jiassages 
so inimediatel\' ap[)licablc, that 1 cannot 
refrain from iiuoting them.—The ^irosc- 
cutlon of such a system of compulsion 
appears to the gov ( rnor-gencial to be in¬ 
consistent with the piinci})lcs of (he alli¬ 
ance, and injurious to the interests atiH rr- 
putaiion of tlie llriti.di go\eminent, ♦by 
exciting a general aj)prelieiL>ion, that it is 
our object to establisli the enure, asemi- 
dancy and controul of the B»nri>h p(»wer 
in India.^* And again, in tlu‘saiiie letter, 
be adds, The g\venKfi - general observ es, 
with great regret, the degu c r)f iutmfir- 
cncc exercised by the Ihitisli goMunnieiit 
thromdi the ehannel of it- repre-><*iit.ihVe | All aigmnents therefore founded on the 


r( iicnied dis^laii ” vT it ^—Did lie not, 
m fact, remove Air. Cherry frdtii his situ¬ 
ation a-, resident, because ho^‘«^d used nn- 
j'roper language (tlv.it of n.fiinidauou) to 
th(' nabob. 1 cannot imag'nu* vs hat Jmv 
indu^^-'d-thc right hon baronet to resi tln^ 
defence (if hi.s t dissi¬ 

milar. Kvt'i/'oeH he I'oriXlm tliisstaie- 
monl, how could tin* conduct of J^isrd CJorn- 
wallis, and lord Tcdgnmoulh, belbrc th(‘ 
year 1798, vvlu n the treaty of Lucknow 
was contdiuled,«jusllf\^ lord Welleshyv’s 
coiuluet since ? It is the violation of tliat 
tnuity In is chargc^l with—ol‘ that treat 3 ^ 
which stipulated tor tlie non-int<*ifcrence 
(j| tin British government ‘An ids doini- 
jd<uis or with his troops and subjects.^' 


in the internal ndiuimstration of the go- 
veiniTient of Hydrahad. It apj’ear.s to his 
lordship to havi' entirely changtd the* 
nature of the relailons oiiginally esta- 
blibhed between the Ihilis-h governnfeiii 
and the state of Hydrahad. His lortlship 
is aware, that this unilesiralde di gree of 
inUuTerence and ascend,me \' in the ( oun- 
cils of the state of Hydrahad, is t<» Jie as¬ 
cribed to the gi*a<luai dixay of tlie ener¬ 
gies of governmf'iit,^ and to the dedVet of 
efficient jrfstruinents of authorlt\x* But 
the evils, which appear to his lordship to 
be the natural result of such a s^^stom of 
interference and paramount ascendancy in 
the Go^ernmeikt of Hydrahad, greatly ex¬ 
ceed those, which the maintenance of tliat 
system is calculatei tf^prevent; a system 
rendered more dangerous at the present 
moment, by the probable effects of a be¬ 
lief, which, however unjust, appears to Ije 
too genetally enttTtained, of a systematic 
design on the part of the British govern¬ 
ment to establish its controul and authori¬ 
ty over every state in India.''—much 
fojLlord Cornwallis's opinion of our right 
tp^erfere ai all, much less to the •extent 
which would justify by example, our con¬ 
duct to the nabob of Oude. \V4af totn^ws 


conduct of onr government previcuisly to 
i;,‘h.ii the giwiuid. liy iliat ai tiLie, if 
3 on ev 4 >r had the riglit, 30 U ivnD^V|ijVi- 
covein.ntcd to give it up. On the right 
k\'. I will not vv,ruc another word. 

-5-HaW‘’or argument .'^uke, suppose the right, 
where was necessity of Jts exeuise at 
tin* nionient * tU has lieen said that the 
trof>ps of the n<ijob were iiiutmous, disaf- 
ffcted, and ineucieiit, and that tins justi¬ 
fied their reforr’. Neither the right hon, 
barf)net, nor an^other gentleman, have fa- 
vomtci us with eye tittle of proof of the 
disalfertion, txc/Vt that when Zemaun 
Siiah threatened to invade Oude, tlie na¬ 
bob was apj)rthensive of his portion, and 
requested some British troops at Lucknow* 
But IS th<‘ real cause assigned^ re¬ 
quest ? are we told (as in fairness we 
ought) that the nabob had at the instant 
been raised io the musnud, as the lineal 
successor, and Vizicjr Ali displaced (who^c 
partizaai'. were thenWery numerotis, in the 
coun^' between Benares and Oude); that 
scarexly warm in his seat, he w as appre¬ 
hensive of the advantage which might be 
taken of Zemaun Shah s approach, arid of 
ftie flight of Viziec Ali into Gorruckpore 
with (jpOO men, after t^ie‘ murder 




Chc‘rry at Benares by the enemies of J^e 
company and himself, to excite luunny 
unoni£st his troops ? But \\ as there any 
tiling like mutiny or disaflcction amongst 
his troo[fs at tlie time of your projected re¬ 
form ? there any vizier Ali to create 
; * any approach of Zeinaun | 
fSii^i to encourage it ? That dillerent regi- I 
jiien^riiutinied at times when long arjears ‘ 
were yue to them, could not be brought | 
as a reason ^ it is well known that scarcely ' 
any power m lliiuloostan is exempt from ] 
such instances. Their troops are always 
greatly in ankjar (1 \vi^ ours may not often 
he so), and w'l\nlhe abuse becomes intoler¬ 
able, it reineut ‘3 itself. The troops iini- 


ous, after the destruction of Tippoo and 
tile conquest of Egypt, than before f and 
^vhat were preparations made to resist 
Zemaun Shah in 1798 ? Why, 15,000 men 
(exclusive of those left to protect the na¬ 
bob) under the command of sir James 
Craig, The treaty of Lucknow compell¬ 
ed you to have 1 .'hOOO men ; surely 7000 
more, the extent of sir James Craig's 
wishes might have been sent from the ^ 
British ptovinecs, to defend its north west- . 
erii frputiers ■ for was the invasion of ’ 
Zemaim^Shah directed solely against ihfi 
nabob of Oude > was it not equally, and 
I especially diicoted against the British 
I po*ver in India ? and were we to contri- 


tinv, march to the scat of government, bute nothing to our defence, and the na- 
get paid, and return again to obedienc^ boh evjgry thing ? Was this just or rca- 
But then they are wholly ineflicieiUj- ’i^ is sonablc ; but even if 20,000 men were 
said:—not wtiulb^* most necessary fur the defence of Oude only, 

lit for the cnfoj'^iug and cullcctfon of re¬ 
venue (as v><n be seen hereafter). The 
evidence on your table proves that some, 
jjurticularly the troops of Almas Ali Khan, 
the great Aurnil of the Doab, are cllicient j reform we should have hist attempted ? 
ill our opinion ; but are they not all as j Vfe might have made at least the experi- 
iiiuch so as Mussulmen u»>ups are in gene- | ment, and seen what pritlslv Infliience and • 
ral throughout the world ? It is not the j discipline might have ellbcted. It will 


w'as'itiiot possible to have raised and dis¬ 
ciplined 7000 men out of the armies of 
the nabob, which amounted to between 
I 30 and 40,000. Was not this the kind ol' 


question whctlicr they are as ethcient as j not be pretended that vou , would have 
iuiropean troops; but whether w^e had | fouijd any effectual resistance iii the nrt- 
the right to disband tlreiii at our will and | bob to this measure of disbanding pair, of 
pleasure ? Bui it has been urged i his army, and disciplining the remainder, 

peculiar situation in which were p^ced ikt: contrary, we find liim actually as- 
•iht time, remleied it absoluteljv ne- | si.sling in such a project, for bedf the bat- 
cessary iliai a considerable reform sliSjpld ! talion| were purposedy left unfiHi*d. ( ’on» 
take place in ih(‘ vizier's troops ; that (mT*t^ciou3 of the inutility of so Luge and un- 
norlli-western frontier was endai^re^by lorganized a force, he would gladly have 
the threatened return of Zews^fun Shah, ! reduced a great part and organised the rc- 


antl by the influence of ance in the 
western part of India. It Ims been added j 
even that the French wA’C in Egypt i 
when lord Wellesley lancLd in India. 
Such an excuse for this ac^f oppression 
and tyranny (for I wall Presently sliew 
that even then it would lyfwe bben merely 
pretence) jgight have been advanced,; but 
when tltilllb of Aboukir, and*the sub- 
sequent^^ccesses of the British arms in 
Egypln^^iWJ^efore the conclusion of this | 
scheme of rapine) had annihilated the | 
^ French power in the east—when the con- | 
quest of Tippoo Saib had destroyed French i 
influence in India, how can such an argu- ! 
ment be ai^ancei for tne measure .^%Ze- I 
maun Shah too was destroyed ; and >il- ' 
though his brother, Mahmood Shah, wasi 
ftledged to pursue the same career, and to 
attack British India, yet was he likely to 
be more formidable thon his biotfier? 
Was the situation of India more danger- 


niainder. At first tiiis was all you a>ked ; 
you desiled only a vefona iit his army by . 
the reduction of part of Ins useless batta¬ 
lions; y«u said not a woid of marchiiig in 
your troops to replace them. Having re- . 
peatedly stated his army to be worse than 
useless, lo be dangerous, and embarrass¬ 
ing to your own, all that you could y^ish 
was the removal, as far. as was possible, 
of this danger and embarrassment. Any 
reduction was a gain f iPdiminished your 
fears, and cohr^ntrated your ow n force; it 
required therefore no additional number 
of troops. This was your alleged view of 
it at first; I'or sir A lured Clarke in bis 
letter to the vizier of the 2lst of June,,. 
1799, writes thus : ' The defence f)f your 
excellency^ dominions against foreign at¬ 
tack, as well as their internal tranquillity;/ 
jcan only 6e elfectcd by a reform of youj ex- 
; ccllci^iy’smilitary establishments^ Tnerq 
i*caif be no doubt that the measure might 
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be effected with a degree of advantage to 
your excellency’s finances, little inferior 
to that which it promises to youi-military 
establishments/ So lord Wellesley on 
the 26 th of September, three months after¬ 
wards, writes thusi M cannot conclude 
without expressing my ai^xious hope that 
your excellency will not sutler any con¬ 
sideration to delay for a moment tlie 
necessary alterations in your military esta¬ 
blishment;; on the early c6mptetiou of 
the improvement of your army, the safe- 
tj and prosperity of^your dominions es¬ 
sentially depend, and the present is the 
most favourable season • for the accom¬ 
plishment of this great and salutary work/ 
Is it not plain from these letters, that what 
was originally meant and proposejd* was a 
military reform ^ Nor did the nabob view 
it in any other light: for on the 20th Oct. 
1799, he writes to loi'd Wellesley *^hu.s, 
' your lordshi[) desires that I will iu)t delay 
for a mon 1 ent 11 1 e neccssarj^ a 1 tcrat loi ism i i v ny 
military esta})lishment. Tlic fact h, that 
the benefits both immediate ami future of 
such reform are even more strongly im¬ 
pressed upon^ my ipind than they are de¬ 
scribed by your lordship: and accordingly 
a year ago, from a sense of tliose benefits 
and of the evils arising from the fa:bi,ic of 


iiJ^he nabob, to introdsce every practi- 
caoie, retbrm into his dominions.—But did 
the noble marquis wish for a reform ? did 
he f)ropose any thing resembling it ? will 
it be jiretendcd that the propof'ition to 
disband his whole army, an^to pay ibr 
any additional and unlimitedWiuiidie -o 
i troops you might ehusc to mtrodnee, a 
pro]^)osition of reibrin of Ins army and 
did yon ina|:e any other? No, yoidnever 
intended to do so : it was no pin t oi your 
reatplajf-, it ivasajutilul and contemptible 
pretelice. Your object from the first was, 
what you ^fleeted at last, th<< ilisnu uibcr- 
ment of the nabob’s teniwrics, and the 
subjugation to your power of w hal you 
suHered him to letam.-^ (’an auv imm 
doubt this, who has attentively r(>a^l the 
befori* you? is there one man m 
the (lonhts this inten¬ 

tion? Jf'lu'dot‘s, let hib>^ read the first 
letter written by lord We’^iWsIey to Mr. 
Lumsden, (he resident at Lucknow, after 
his arival m ]7q<S, and beibie he liad be»‘n 
SIX mdutlis in'Juflia. Afuu' complinieiu- 
iug the talents, integrity, and ililigenre of 
Mr. Lumsden, (\Wu>m however, he thought 
necessary afterwards to supersede) ho 
w riles tluis : * then' are twui or three lead¬ 
ing eonsiderations in tlu* ^late ofOude, T<'» 


my resources, and the increase of my ex- 
pencos, I, of my own accord, planned in 
my owm mmd a veforiTi in the system, and*’ 
was the first to propose it. Y"our lordship’s 
reply that pressiug avocations obliged you 
to postpone the question, rendered it 
case of necessity.’ So that aftiT all the 
assertions of* tlic nabob’s miwillingnessi to , 
listen to the measure of reform, it iKlual- 
ly appears that he was the first t<t [U'oposc 
it, and that the delay was ahme t<» be 
imputed* to lon^ Wellesley; kideed; J 
will defy the right hon. baronet to pro¬ 
duce any one instance, in which any re¬ 
fusal, or even disinrlinaUon, on'tlie part 
of tjie nabob existed to reform his civil 
or military government; he was always 
ainxious to procure from the resident .such i 
m plan—nay, he himself had led to it by ! 
divers reforms and retret^claments; this | 
you have had from major Oiscley, at tl»e ! 
bar of this house, w^ho, after describing ! 
him as a ' sensible, acute, and well read 
man/ as ^ an excellent scholar,^ and * a 
great e^fttmuent of societyand a man 
^of otilMlarable talents for btfi^iness, tells • 
he corrected a great many 
parts of his establishment > 
we find it was not ^ mere |lrofes-^ 
but a fixed and steady determination* 


which I vvi.sh to dinu-t your particular nct- 
tirf; intendiug at an early period to enter 
‘iullu into toe tirraiigement in widt h tiiey 
iuus 7 b» vminale. Wlieiiever tlio de:rt4v»*!U'- 
Al/las shall ha|)pen, an oppiu'tunity wdl 
\'JitLT of securing the bonefUs oi lord 
'rergumoutl/s treaty,by provisions wliii ii 
seem nectSw^ry for tlu; purpose of rcNi- 
libiiig ilie sullddy undt rall contingencies. 
'Lhe companr ought to succeed to the 
pmver of AliJas.’ Here v\e find an open 
undisguised li. owal of an intention to vio¬ 
late aj a gi\\n time the treaty of Luch- 
now , to rednJih itks stipulations to mere 
w aste papeV, seizure of its most valu¬ 
able and fertile provinces, to secm*e against 
all contingencies the payment|P» subsidy, 
for which thf*re w^as an expreOT%ipulation 
and provision in the treat^y**nWWw No, 
sir, reform was only a paltry and despica¬ 
ble pretext; your plan was settled, and" 
your means w ere adequate. You marched 
in a large body of troops, not to reibrm 
the nabob’s rpilirary es^blishifiont, but to 
msfke your power irresistible, and his re*- 
sourccs exhausted. — You Remanded the 
disbanding his army ; you knew tb® 
sequences would at the least be the dimi¬ 
nution of his revenue^s; you competed 
him to pay their arr&rs; he did so ; you 
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IImmi rcijiiired payment ol the troopsjpu ' (Folkestone) has detailed the particulars 
had marched in. After some ineliy^uial j of tiiis transaction ; the insulting language, 
jLiimnsUanccs, he complied with > #lr re- | and the mean artifices by which it was 
‘vpusiti<ms; hut tins would not .siiti dy you; j eih*cted. lie has stated justly the enor- 
ht‘ hmtul the means of frustrating your inity of the security taken oli 62 lacks for 
iui^^iiuJisprojt'Ct; till liis colfers were, e,x- every 4-0 of subsidy,^ ort the principle of 
yii^i iiad not the means ol'execut- tlie treaty with the rajah of Tanjore; he 
n>^yv>ur plan^; inge nuity, therefore, must has [jointed out ?o you the unworthy con- 
l)e s5:^‘Uhed to tind other piete\ts of ex- j duct ol the rcssidcnt, the huinilicitio];! of 
t'UticA. A long doionant clmjn, onc’that the naJjob; 1 sRall not repeat the disgust- 
was '^ever ^in the conttuuplmion of lord j ing detaij, S6 injurious to the reputation 
Tt ignniouth,^for the cxpences incurred by j and honour of G. Britain. But I may 
the coin[),my at the period of Zc^naun | just be permitted to rvsk on what principle 
Sbali’s appiiacli, wa'^ then advanced; to of fairness we can accuse the nabob of arti- 
lln> was add^d a (hanand of a lack, and j fice and duplicity: we who, during the 
4(),o()() rujjces'for tho. n^pairs of the fort of > wliofe transaction, in our instructions to 
Aihtliabad. Nor was this all; we iiad ! our resident, made use of every little sub¬ 
sent two (rnbassies to Persia to couiilcrac;t | terfuge,^every pitiful jiretext to cover our 
tlie vj(*\\s of Zemaim Shah in Iliiuhii^: if; | intentions ; wlio, wdieri wx faded in per- 
hall ol the expeiice was tlie ! suading the nabob to surrender his domi- 

nabob: emptied as his cofUflrYiad bcMUi | nioiw wholly to tlie Company, instead of 
bv our prevr.^is extortions, we were in . abdicating in favour of his son according 
hopes these demands would wholly ex- to hisVjvrn proposal, instructed our rcsi- 
haust tiieni; or, at least, that w*ould dent to avow the indillcrence of the Corn- 
draw 1‘ortli fioin the nabob some ad^now- [lany to ,n> act w^e had most at heart, and 
ledgment of inal)ilily to pay them, which direclcd him to remove every idea from 
rnigiit found the prete]i';e of seizing his the mind of tlie nabob, that wc anxiously * 
doiniuioiis. And on his icnionstraliiig wished him to abdicate ; we, wdio w hen we 
against llic injustice and extent of these marched our augmented force into Onde, 
demands, and the lime and manner in stated th<‘situation of Rohilcund, and the 
whiih they were briHigbt forward, and success of Ciliolaum Khadcr, as the pre- 
expressed ins anxiety, lest siu li vasUnd^ texts for their march, acknouledgiiig at 
reitciated demands m.ulc at the Scimeirtno^ ^die time that they were hut pretexts.— 

“ slvoidd occasion a failure in ,^ay- With what face then can we accuse the 
mem,” and by that means his ros[)(. ^y.i- nal)oly)f duplicity ?—I shall always think, 
lulity should be inipeariiedihi’ goverf - “^ir, that if the policy of our government 
or-g"eneral eagealy s% izes on “ tlii^^w^si- *in India was to strengthen our north 
ble inability to illsclvarge his yi^l1^ment> western frontier by the possession of the 
with the company,” (as iie/s pdeased to Doab, and by the dismemberment of 
term it) as the ’foimdatioutl'd' a demand, Oude, and the c‘Xtei>sion of our territory 
th<‘ most unjust aiul tyrannilil, but wlneh in India (a policy I inm Ii chWit) it would 
w-as always the ultimate manly,, more bvcoming 

government. The resident Is directed to the character and honour of the British 
propose to the nabob, ejRu i* Ist! The government, to have openly avovVed our 
complete transfer of his yfrolif authority, determintition, rather than by these little 
civil and military, to the ( ompany^; or, unworthy pretexts and artifices, so insult- 
2 dly. TmTitoriafeessions in perpetual so- ing to common sense amj hoi^siy, enJea- 
vereigiity, equivalent to subsidy and tlie vouring to justify an act, v\inch though in 
charg*ji»rf»<l4f^anginentcd force, and this itself atrocious and tyi^inifical, was, in its 
under tJie sevoiitli article of the treaty of execution, aftyided wuth circumstances 
l.uclinow', an article which could relate to still more disgraceful to the British name 
nothing more than the subsidy settled by and charac ter, than the act itself. ^But, 
that treaty, which was 76 lacks of rupees, sir, it is said, wdth confidence, by the 
not to the saigmei^iJed demand of iipwivrds right lion, baronet, that the noble lordi 
of 5 I lacks more. For a long time the only followed the instructions he r^eived 
nabob^•firmly resisted both these iniquitous ,, from his emfjloyers, and that the commu- 
]>[;opositlons; and it was not till he wasiin- tation of territory for subsidy hati( been* 
formed that his further resistance would i;ecommeitded by them. Wheif the right 
be inefiectual, that he cfwise the least dc- lion, baronet stated the instructions lord 
grading of theni.-^lSu-, the nobk -lord Wclieslcy had* received, and held in his* 
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hand a large folio volume of papers and iWigal, and lord Macartney retired in 
instructions, I thought he would have cori;«quence from their service in disgust. 


favoured us with one letter or paper of 
instructions.fmm the secret committee, ol 
the court of directors, justifying lord Wel¬ 
lesley in his conduct to the nabob ofOude, 
and which might have esca[)ed my obser¬ 
vation: ami although 1 should not have 
tlmught the violation of a solemn treaty, 
even under the sanction of such aut|;>ority, 
deserving the approval of thir, hoyse ; yet, 
certainly, 'the noble marquis could not 
have been accused ,in such case'of any 
thing more than submitting to be the in¬ 
strument of the Company’s injustice. How 
then, sir, must the house'have been asto¬ 
nished to find, that not one letter, not one 
scrap of paper, not one expression in any 
letter, which can be tortured into^ an in- 
stiuction to the marquis W<‘llesley, <*veu 
to commute the subsidy for territory, u ith 
the consent of the nabob, much lL*ss%igainst 
it, has been produced or read; and after 
this IS broadly stated as one ground o( 
defence of the conduct of the ,governor- 
general, we find it amounts to no more 
than this, that in former times the govern¬ 
ment of India was'‘instriu'ted to attempt 


Nexf ^omes the conduct of lord Corn- 
svallis, and this is mainly relied on ! Ho, 
it is said, actually made a treaty, by which 
the nabob agreed, in a certain tp 

commute subsidy for territor>» u. S*' ‘ 

tainly did so; but in what inanne,,, 
under what circumstances? By tlie 
of 1*787, the subsidy to be ])aid ky the 
nabob of Aftot, was incroast’d 200.p00/.; 
it w>as always in arrear: Lf»rd Cornw allis, 
seiisilrle that it was beyond the ability of 
the nabob to pay with pun tualily, re¬ 
duced it, and the nabob in/ onsideration 
of this redaction, stipulated t/iat if the jiav- 
mentpf the instalments should be in arrear, 
certain districts in the treaty mentirm- 
i^ould b(* pos^e'jsed by the company, 
till thrrere paid ; in fact lie mort¬ 
gaged ni<i»..^.riiory to secure the payment 
of the demand. \o\v, sir/J^H me ask the. 
house, if ill either of these cases, there is 
the least justilicalion to be found of the 
conduct of I(vd Wellesley, in Oude. In 
orn* rase a temporary commutation was 
made, and arUT\j’ards restored by the* or¬ 
ders of the supreme government and tin 


to persuade the nabobs of Arcot to com- ! court of directors; in the other merely 
mute subsidy for territory, and that lord i a provision for such commutation in a 
Wellesley himself actually Ctirried out in- ; given event ; in both by consent of th< 
struetious so to do. Now let us shortly ’ nabob. How can the ingenuity of the 
examine this alledged approbation by thej'* barq.net find the slightest resem- 

Company, of the principle of this commri- blam e in the cases But where are tlie ii^ 
tation, JSir, those who have read the Car- 1 stni/tions ^ I had almost forgot the go- 
iiatic papers now on the table <fi thl^ 4 v^^?ilnne^t of lord Hobart, whieli was ad- 
house, will have found that lord Macart-*! duci^j ;ii, illustrative*of the principle ot 


j commut^'m.—Sir, mj^ recollection do(\s 
not furnisliVe with one single letter of 
instruction tcXlord Hobart from the g(»- 
vermnent at li une, or the supreme govern¬ 
ment at Ben^d, to use force, or any thing 
like it, to olfam this commutation* al- 
tiiough it dook furnish me with repeated 
instances ur|i^nt requests on his part to 
use it for the juirpose. The go\ eminent 
unifofmlv re^i'^led it, and insisted that no 
it. On the representation of this i means but persuasion should be ^e^o^ted 
stance to«thti supre me government j to; indeed, to the best ot n*: 


ncy in 1781. whilst we were at wat, (I 
think with llyder Ah'l procured foi the 
purposes of defuue and security, the 
nabob of Ardbt to ctiiHcnt to make an 
assignment of a stipulated portion of ter¬ 
ritory, ill lieu of the subsidy then paid by 
him to the Company; but he expre-^sly 
states, that this was done by consent, and 
adds how highly improper it would have 
becR to have used any thing like force to 

obtain ‘d ^ ** “ '--^ 

circumstance to«thti suyn me government 


suprt'i 

at Bengal, i\Ir. Hayings and his council 
approved of the exchange on further 
reflection, and on lord Macartney’s avqwal 
of hi^f intention to make the exchange 
more than temporary, a discussion very 
unplea^nt took place between the two 
governments, and ultimately,^Mr. Hast- 
directed the re-assignment of the 


>f n4;LJ:mil]cction, 
this very urgency, on the part of lord 
Hobart, was the occasion of his losing the 
supreme government, which was intended 
for him.-^It is remarkable, that In the 
only instance wh^n-e lord Welljsley seems 
to have attended to the Tnstructiou*; of his 
employers, or considered them moi;£^thaii 
Va.'.tc paper, is on this very^'subject, where. 


P &Itory ttf the nabob. The court of di- he is ordered by them to go to .MadraA, 
A(frs, after stating their reasons, con-* pnwioiisly to taking upon himself the go- 
nrmed the order of the government. of<j vernment of Bengal, tU'^th a view of per- 
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suading the, nabob to consent to thi> ar¬ 
rangement of territorial cession, iiOfcn of 
subsidy. But wbat were his instdlctions ? 
—Why, to use no other means man per-# 
^asiou to induce the nabob to consent to 
tbe J'Jroposcd arrangement; and these 
t^.!lsg,^‘yhis instructions, he was obliged to 
b jl W the object unaccomplished. Now, 
^Svr,*^ftcr having taken all this pains ,to 
tnmd from Bengal to Madras, to •find a 
jnsfpicalion of the noble lowlks conduct, by 
anu'logy to ilistriictions given to the late 
governmeiiil—how have we 5tic\'(;e(led r 
Not one mstance of instruction to any 
governor general in India,* to obtain an 
exchange of territorv for subsidy, by 
force, is to be fouiul—directly the .re¬ 
verse, 1 defy the right bon. b,nonet 
to ••adduce even one solitary iristaiiee,. 1 
am content to rest the whoU' of ^liis^ cas(* 
on such proof. But, not waste 

another weyd in attemptlig to nd'ute 
the mass or fallacious and plausible state¬ 
ments, which the ingenuity of the lion, 
baronet has produced, anti wlycli have 
been stated with a solemnity that would 
make one fancy there was something ol’ 
trutii in them. Let man road tlie pa¬ 
pers, and he cannot for an instant doubt 
on how weak‘a i'oundatiun rests tlic dt;- 
feucp of tills disgraceful transaction.—Yet 
the injustice of the ’transaction may hud 
.some excuse iii it,', policy, rani in -'d- 
vantagps resnltjug tioin V/elf, b't u-. 
examine it in tlu-> vit;\v. Wieat Uav] been 
our gams' Ila\e wc mon* .seeurilv no\‘^tlr«u^i 
belbrc: Jl.ivi we^betured oui tiijyucesrf 
Is our goveniirumt in India ii),*. ^/Yi'ctirc : 
Ila\a' vie « ven improved tie comllrnai td’ 
the natives: It tin‘>e ob/ct >, or an\ oT 
lliem have been gained,fwc have ^ nu'- 
tlnng to j)ut to the credil.-'lde of tlie ac¬ 
count. in what \\;iy is lur sreu;'n\*ln- 
creased? Is our nurlli-Zestc-rn• irontn r 
rlefendeil by a greati'r y)di\' oT ii>r<esr - 
No. Have we a lurgiw avi\\ of Id'itish 
troojis in Oude than befaer ->(>. On 
the contrary, allhougli the prefiuded (di- 
jei't of our l^st attaek on Mm nal>ul)\s in- 
depciVh^n^ was the nceessilv of a unudi 
larger e(leclive military t>'-'tab]iphmeiit in 
Oude, we have since the IriMty had pev- 
jnancntly a less force than before. The 
average number has been from 10,000 to 
12^500 itien fr#ni the*: year lS02*tothe 
last accounts in ami the greater ptnt 
of%hese scattered up and down the ced^d 
^provinces, in the brilliant employ * 01 ' the 
collecCors of the revenue, to the great an-* 
noyance of the tiati rescind the ruin of the 

W. N. • 


disc^line of the army, as has been stated 
to you by sir James Craig, in his evidence 
at your b:»r. I cannot,help asking here—- 
\yiKit*cambe a stronger pro^fnl’ thefalse- 
hotid of our reason" for marching in our 
troops than this statement, \^hicli is strictly 
corn et ? But are ‘our finances improved * 
liy thi.'i measwrc ? Ask the India Com¬ 
pany. It has been acknowdedged that tlie 
flourivshing statement of the probable fu¬ 
ture revor|ue of the ceded provinces, by - 
Mr. n*. Wellesley, has never been realised. 
You* have, been told by an hon. director, 
(Mr. Hobert Tliomtou) the immense in¬ 
crease ol' debt, during the administratioa 
of. lord Welb’sley : and much am 1 de- 
T eived, if the committee you have just ap¬ 
pointed to inquire into the state of the 
c(»inpanv’s albiirs, wall not soon furnish 
you with a slutoment much less ejicourag- 
iiiiT than the one you have heard, bbjw, 
ufdevd, can it be otherwise.^ Can this 
sy>Jt‘m ol’ eternal W’ar, of extended ter* 
lilory, be tairied on, without a [irojiortion- 
ate’expem e, and conseijuenliy of increase 
ol debt? b'irmly am I convinced, that all 
vour di‘bl> and einharriVssmcnts arc owing 
to the wreUdu d and di^igra. tdul system of 
I'xtortion and plunder) on havr pursued. 
But will it be said, +hat our govtuaimcnt in 
n#f)re scMire. iiuw will the triends of 
lord Wt'lh'di'V prf)ve liiis ? Is it by tho 
leinporarv -mI jugatnri oi the princes of 
Jndia " L lira the seemity on wiiuh we 
must rv'V, slioulvl the pre^xet ruler of 
I'lame t'arry into <^\a(ution his j rojocted 
■attack' Is llu'iv one ^d' these jjiiiiceson 
wlu'ni \ ou coidd, m siw h cast* rc*y ! Your 
lias made iIkuii your Intter eae- 
iniv s hi li.ant—thraigli they arc now your 
iai,ul)fe sLcVes. Yhc app(/arance of an 
j'i'ropc'ui 'rtn\ vumid icivindle the 'flame 
oi wlnclir il snjip’!’os.sed, can 

lu \. r ! i ( xtinguislR-d. A gevernmeiit by 
j’nrct’’,,as lij-. been n-conimeaded by an 
hon. pent. (Mr. Whltshcd Keene) cannot 
bo durable. It is physicajly iuipcyssible, 
that '^a.OOO lan-opcaiv; should be the ab¬ 
solute aiadcrs of sv^y^or seventy millions 
of the in^iabii-ants of India, subdued by 
violr n e or^treach ry ? For, let gentle** 
men look at the map of Iliudostan, and 
llfcy will see the extent of the jaiischief 
in which this wretched .system has in¬ 
volved us. From the exiromity of the 
Malabar to the Coromandel c(Jast, all is 
British iUdluencc and oppression, 
have y 9 u treated the nabob Surat f fie 
had a divided authority with th«% coin-* 
panv ; vou. have taken it from him, apd 
•4B 
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made him a pensioner on the bomie^y of the Mahrattas marched, in their way 

the company—a mere cypher of author!- to in 1780; and we have evidence 

ty, subject "to your will and pleasure! from h^ti of the state of his province. Ho 
flow have yon tfeaiod the uiiha<ppv chiefs fsays, that continued disturbances arose^ in 


of the southern Polygars ? You haVe 
ra^ed tl^dr forts; hung them up at the 
* tioors of their own palates, and transported 
to A’ew South Wales their reialives and ad¬ 
herents! What have you done with the 
Kajah of Tanjorc? You have made what 
yim call a treaty with him; bywdiich you 
have taken all his dominions from him, 
and pensioned him oil ! W hat has 'been 
your conduct to the Nizam ? When you 
parcelled out Tippoo's dominions, you in 
your bounty, gave him a pin; you hjifVe 
taken them from him by a similar agree¬ 
ment, which you call a treaty, under the 
pretence of a commutation for subsirly :— 
and if lord Cornwallis had not returned to 
India, you were on the eve of introduc¬ 
ing the same reform into his military 
establishment^;, as you did in Oude;^so 
indeed you would have done with the 
Pcishwa, blit iiir the intei fercncc of that re¬ 
spected nobleman. How' have we ronduct- 
cd,ourselves to the nabob of Areot r \Vv 
^have made a treaty wkh him too ’—Ah! 
sir, such a treaty^ attended with suf:h cir¬ 
cumstances, as it will be my painful duty 
to slate to the house heicafter; sufticcut 
notv to say, he retains not a vestige of 
power. \\ ith this cursory view' of our 
situation in India, is there any man bold^ 
enough to view it wathnut apprehension? 
But, sir, though last, not least, in the <,\)n- 
templation of every benevolent and feel¬ 
ing mind, has the condition of the natives 
been improved ^ Has any system of ))olicc 
been introduced ; any plan even proposed 
for the ameiiorahon of the coiulitjorrof the 
lower orders (those for whom, as the right 
lion. bart. States, Jlfiiish laws were peculi¬ 
arly ealculattxl) ? Has tlu' irnlustrous ryot 
been protected in the enjoyment pf ihe 
fruits of his industiy, against the extortion 
of the zemindar ?—No, sir ; w e 1 h ar of 
reform, but the pcftjjJe liave exjierienced 
none; their conditjon^in the space of four 
years, and upwards, has been iigt one wliit 
mended ; and tliis wc lum^ from I lie 
authority ot Mr. Strachey, who was a 
judge is one of the reded province^., He 
tells you, that up to the year 1S05, this 
detestable police (as the riglit hon. bart. 
represeiilSi it) remained iu the same state ; 

one step had been taken by the British 
‘gi^vemment ^to improve tlie policq in the 
4 provinces. This gentleman w^as 

at Midnapore, the very spot to 


consequence of the substitution of oqc’ 
military for the forces of the counEfy^,,m 
the collection of the revenues ; and ip ^ 
actually obliged, in order to preservdi^* 
peace of the country, to dismiss the 't^vir- 
tary, end restore the police to the zeuyin- 
dar ; and by that means the people ^x(ere 
satisfied, and the province tranquil.—What 
too doivs Mr. Riley, the judge'fof Etawa, 
say ? Docs he furnish you with -fthe glow ¬ 
ing portrait of the peace and hs.ppiiwss of 
British rule in India, so feelingly contrast- 
t tl by the right hon. bart. with the anar- 
1 by and misery of the native governments ? 
Where is the magic wand, which was, at 
the ifistmiW^to^nvcrt licentiousness into 
subordini^ffljf^d, in thi; name of British 
justice, to substitute civilizatiim and good 
order, for barbarism and revolt) From him 
w'c learn, that a general and peri^etua! dis- 
satisrietion existed during the whole of 
that period he resided as judge in the pro¬ 
vince ; that tln re were nothing but insur- 
rretions and revolts ; that the zemindars 
and nobles wane in a constant state of re¬ 
volt ; that when a French dflicer (M. Suf- ^ 
fi'K'n) enteierl the proxince, with a handful 
of troops, they actually joined him. In- 
it is impossible to believe, that 
the li( erts of the people riui be xvith you; 
torn, Irk your pow’er, from their naturaf 
jjj^ye/fMgn, to x\hom, in eastern eomitries, 
skttael^jieiit is part of tljt ir nature ; sub¬ 
jected tc)>l^exactions,insults, and punish¬ 
ments of inen\whose justice they have 
heard of, but ikvcr cxjierienced ; xvbose. 
religion they aolmr, and whose laws are 
dissonant from i.hoir habits and customs ; 
dragooned, as iaxxi re, into submission, liy 
a scattried, anuiconsequently a lieentiou^’ 
iniluary—wliat sjjiark of aliccllon can be 
r^xcited in tlteir dneasts toxvards you ^ 
Wha< llfcling can animate them, but stifled, 
yet unsub?iued revenge ?—a deep-rooted 
reseuinient, wliieh, nndi*r voiu- pres ents vs- 
tein, no time will allay, and whicliHvants 
only a fitopportiiniiy to overwhelm you in 
its efihcts. Depend on it, India is the thea¬ 
tre on xvliich Britain is vulnerable; neglect 
not the necessary precautions till it be too 
late; tetraee tbosii sang6rinary"^and Ue- 
spotie steps which you hax^e lately trod ; 
siTbstitute (Conciliation for terrov—the inljn- 
eiice of European civilization for British 
fraud and violence; make the native 
princes your friends, noJt your slaves ce- 
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store to them the unjust spoils of wtiich wouM have merited the unqualified appro- 
you have plundered them ; letjjciitish hatioii of his countrymen, liut, sir, after 
hiith and justice be henceforth aij^suliied rtading llie papers on your table, of his 
hi Hindostan, as, I trust, in every other* sfibsequent conduct, is thcre*any impartial 
of the world it has been. If we claim man who will venture Iq say that his 
^l^^ckfenicter of a great nation, let us de- laurels remain unfaded, untarnished by ^ 

• '^it. Forget not, ' that justice is the his subseijuent conduct ? Highly as I 

iiiut^allon of the prosj^erity of states, and respect the talents of the noble marquis, 
^iu^he prayers ot the oppressed often call I cannot permit the brilliancy of those 
dovji^the vengeance of the AimigRty on talents to shut my eyes against the aetd 
thc:r oj^re.s.sors.’—Tins was the pathetic of tyranny and injustice we are now cx- - 
appeal jusfice of a forme 14nabob, by amlning ? I impute to him no corrupt mo** 

that respeited nobleman, marqulfc Corn- lives*; but is th;^. unbounded ambition, 
Wallis ; hn lived, alas ! to it too appli- wbicli peimiU no obstacles to the attain- 
cable to oursi lves.—r-Arid now sir, tlie meat of the most unjust ends, no crime ? 
amendment of which notice has been given Js'sucb an am&ition less fatal to the inter- 
b}’ the right hon. b.nt on the last motion, ests and charactev of a great nation than 
bryigs me to the personal question as ii j>crsonal avarice ? Insatiable as they both 
immediately affects the noble marqqis; I are, file elfects of ambition are more per- 
havc before said I consid< r<^hls t*he IcMst iiicious, because more extensive and dura- 
important view of the vsub)ey|lr^ecause the b^, With a considerable bias on my 
destruction 4 )f the system, not the punish- niiiuf in favour of lord Wellesley, 1 feel 
ment of the man, is and ouglit to be our coitipeiled to pronounce a verdict of guil- 
object. The right hoii. gent, seems to ty, and that against iiiin alone; for plain- 
think otherwise, and if loi*d Wellt sley tan ly manitest is it, that in the whole of these 
be saved harmless, ‘ the sullbrmg millions’ momentous jiroi.eediiigs, whilst his dis- 
of India (as in contei^pt he is plerued to regard and continnpt of the company’s 
tcTui them) may remain pillaged, oppre ss- anthoiity has been Avowed and justified by* 
u! and iubjug,ited. Let us 1 tu n consider the right hon. baron-r. lii‘lias not even 
it in truth and justice, the nohle niarcjms comiesi ended to coiniinmlcate to his coun¬ 
can he saved harmless. Sir, 1 am \\ell erl his intentions towards Oude. 8ir 
aware how much the bnlliaiieyof exfiloits Alured Cdarke, second in (omicil, iiirorms 
daz^sk's and confouiuls tlij* judgnieV, n(*v yon that though he left India only in Feb. 
much the recollection of splendid sirtories ‘laOl, he knew nothing ot the intentions 
achieved in a good cause, shuts ou«i' eyes of lord Wellesley respecting Oude, though 
to future niiscDiiducl m a bad one. It i.; a they had been methodized, and urrangA'd 
natural and irresfttible teeling. ^^^»rhe a* as we find long before; even Mr. <Jow- 
chievemeuts of tlie noble maiquLs in the per, possessing the confidence and friend- 
Carnatic war against T-'ppoo, and the sliip of lord Wellesley, was not entrusted 
complete destruction of Iweiich interest in with the secret. In fact this W'us his sole 
India, the consequence oH that event, en- act, originating in hiinsMf, (jxecuted by 
titled him to the highest jcomnicndatjons JiimstJj*—no one has shared the merit, if 
of his country. It is impossible to sjieuk nierii it has; no one else is intifled to cen- 
in Icuuns appropriate of t.ie peculiar merit sure,, if censure it de serves.—1 had nearly 
which attended that exploit, not only in forgot^ the justification of the nobie mar- 
its success, but in the vigt/ous and cner- qms li’oni the sub$cqu<'nt a])proval by the 
yetic measures of lord Wllesjey* which court of directors. Ilow does th(i idght 
preceded, and ensured it. • llis conduct on hon. baronet construe an approval ot the 
that ;?'<.ynKHniirr*eniifKls me 01 the splendid treaty into that of •lor#! Wellesley’s eon- 
and useful qualities attribuied by Cicero duct ? An»honorable director (Mr. Grant) 
to Pompey, when he wishe* to prevail on has told yo^i, that the naked treaty alone 
the^ Roman senate to ajn^oint him to a ciime to them, without one explanation ol 
CQmmand in its nature something similar, the manner in which it had been obtained, 
'Labor in neg^tiii, feytitudo in pqiiculis, ’ ’ ' 

industria in agendo, ceferitas in conficiendo, 
coiisilium ii^ pruvidendo.’ All these attp- 
^ butes the noble marquis may justly lay 
claim^to, in the war against the Indian 
Mithridates, and if h^ had immediately 
after this conquesi*of Mysore left India, 

I • 


or tne circumst.mces wnicn jireceue 
1 wonder not they should approve a treaty 
which (if they gave credit to tlie brilliant 
statement of the future revenues of \Jio. 
ceded •provinces by Mr. li. Wellesley) 
promised so great a relief to theii^enbar- 
•wssed finances; but when they did know 



tioii\but, having been principally con- 
ccrnecl^i tl)e execution of those measures, 
^ijpoii vv^^ch the noble lord^s resolutions 
were grounded, and having been personally - 
alluded to by an hon. gent. (Mr. Lu*jhin/- 
ton) who spoke last but one prevnin 

. 3 , 


llie adjournment of this debate, he ^ 

that he should be excused if ho troidj^yj^ 
the hopse with a very few words. 
the several discussions which had ;,iflven 
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bll the circumstances attending it, didhey 
then, approve lord Wellesley’s conduct ? 

No, sir, on the contrary, they stood for¬ 
ward, as inaiiiblly and honourably as they 
do now, to exjvess their reprobation and 
« abhorrence of it. Qn wtiat then rests 
^ this part of the justification ? It is as 
fipecioiis, but as fallacious ?is the rest.— 

] fear, sir, i have nearly exhausted the 
patience of the house; iadefed I am near¬ 
ly cxhaust&d, mysell; hut 1 whs anxious 
fully to state the reasons of iny vote^on a 
que^^ioii, which I consider most important 
to the interests and character of Great 
Britain, which has employed an attentive 
Consideration of some weeks, and to w^hich 
I have brought only an anxious desin^ for 
truth. In llic vote which I shall jnost 
readily give in support of the motion of 
the noble lord, I will frankly own, I aij* 
making no snmil sacrifico of my puliti(\^i 
' feelingp, to my sence of public duty. I 
have my political ati-ichments and IVicild- 
ships as well as others; artd when 1 feel 
compelled to Ibrego them even -for the 
moment, it is with" sincere regret, l am 
liappy, how'oyer, in thinking that this is 
no ])arty tjuestion. The jiresent ministers, 
with one exia^piion, have not the remotest 
personal interest in the transaction ; yc't 
if they had, it tliey themselves were irnplT- 
cated in the question, it would make no | 
dilierenee in me, except in increasing rny | 
regrets : for there is, there can be but one*I 
plain line of duty tor a member of Jihc I 
British parliament to j)ursue, namely, to 
consider the honour and cliaractt^r of the 
country, (and of consequence its interests) 
asparamoiuiL to every personal ieeliiig and 
every private wish.—One word, sir, belore 
I sit dow'n, on th*? subject of reparation to 
the party injured. J wish this poiut had' 
come under the consideration of the noble 
lord, and a motion had been directed to 
this object. Reparation to the injuVed is 
u proof o.f the sincerity of* our repentance 
tbe'act. I •think, the coininiltee now 
fitting, and to which I have alluded, is 
the proper ti’ihunal*to*vvhieh reference in 
this case might be made ; butf J dictate 
not to the noble lord. Sir, I shall detain 
you and the house no longer; I am tlianh- 
ful for its indulgence, and of which J am 
Conscious I have taken an unreasonable 

Wellesley said, that it was 
|t>greatcst reluctance that he ven- 
2 liimself upon the lime of 

abuse, upon a question of sucli im- 
ace, U| that now under its^ coiisidcra* 





place upon this subject, previews to the 
last session* of parliament, he IvTi not the 
honour *of being a member otVihe house, 
and he thenfore had no oppfjrtiniity of 
expressing Ins sentiments, even upon those 
parts of them which related personally to 
him. It was for that reason, as w^ell as 
from what fell from the hon. gent, oppo¬ 
site ty him, (Mr. Lushington) before this 
de bate w^a:^atljjiirned, tliat he was anxious 
to avail himst^jf of this occasion to state 
that, aitliougb, ilurlng his omi^ioynient in 
Oiicle, lie aelcil for the most part under in* 
St met ions from the supreme government, 
yet that nothing'coukl be further from his 
disposition than to shiink from any re¬ 
sponsibility which Miight be supposed to 
attach to him ft>r the share he hud had in 
these transactions. The hon. gent. (Mr. 
Lushiiigton) expicssi'd his surprize that 
om* of Ills first acts, immediately after the 
territcjrial cession, should have becni-the 
(' 4 damij?imont, iifllie ceded provinces, oi' a 
Tnono|rtfly of salt, and he ask<‘d him where 
he half learnt that branch of jiolitical ih o- 
nomy ? Now, the hon. gent, was mistaken 
as to ih^i,»jeriod when tfml monoj)oly was 
introduced into the ceded provinces, for it 
was not introduced lill nearly a vear and 
a half subsequent to the cession, when the 
territorial settlei/tent hud taken plact*, and 
whe^u the com|aiiy’s civil and judicial 
S3*stem Jiad been completely extended 
over those provinces; and, if the hon. 
gent, would tai|ke the lroul)le to crujuire, he 
would fipd that a monopoly of salt forms 
one of the coqspany’s principal sources of 
revenue in tbp province of Bengal. He 
could not see, ‘ lierefore,VbyTUri! BUbKish- 
ment of suchVa monopoly, under proper 
regulations, jjft the ceded provinces of 
Oude, should ifot be proportionably pro¬ 
ductive as a source of revenue, and as 
little ojipressive on ^he inlvji)itants, as long 
experience had jirov'cd it to be in the pro- 
viece of Bengal. — After tt^5 able ai'id 
comprehensive speech of hia right hon. , 
opjmsite to him, (sir John Aftstru- 
ther,) hi' felt that he should tresjwifis *m- 
rfbcessarily iqwn the tmfc of the house, if 
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ho alten^pted to enter, to any great ex¬ 
tent, into tlie general question it. 

He certainly thought, (and he vv^ per- 
sj’adcd that he spoke the sentiments of 
nioj^t^of ;he gentlemen present, who were 
in the iilfairs of India, wlien he 
tau' '&nat our right of eoiitiol ov(;r the 
atibirfrfof Hude wa>. hilly esiablishcd by 
the ps^uliar nature of the intimate con- 
neciioiXsubaiisting between the East liidia 
company^aml the ji^overnment of Oude; a 
eonnectionNijhirli could not be dissolved 
without coivjfequences the most injftrious 
to both states, and probably de;stnictive to 
the government of Oude Much had been 
said respecting the interference ol‘ lord 
Wellcslcy^s immediate predec essors in the 
allairj of Oude ; and he eertainly could 
not conceive a more direct and positive 
act of 1 literrerence, or one whi..h went tur- 
thcr to establish the dependenicy of Oude 
upon the India company, than that 

which was exercised by lord I'eignmoath; 
when, with the assistance of a British 
army, he deposed vizier Ah,* whosc*eleva- 
tion to the musnud he had before sanc¬ 
tioned, and placed the prudent vizier Saudut 
All in his room. In adverting to this 
transaetion, he had no other object wdiat- 
\ ver than to call the attention of the house 
<0 lord Teignniouth’s ^irjiinion with respect 
»o our relations in Oude, whose autliorltv, 
so deservedly respectable u^Km all snl|jcrt.s 
relating to India, is so entirely eoiiel /sivc 
upon this paitieulav point; and he hoped 
o would he understood, that nothing was 
' u’llicr from his intention than to v^rpute 
l ie slightest blame to tlie noble lord for 
' IS condiiet upon that occasion. On tlie 
' oiitrary, he thought, that under circum- 
staiiceN ofgr(‘at dithi'ulty,an(’, he believed, 
oT personal danger, lord 'reignmoulh diii- 
jiiaycil a degree of judgment and hgnness 
which was highly crediU])lc to his charac¬ 
ter. lie also thought, tliat jiis decision 
was founded in strict jii'itice:f hut, ^^as it 
only where justice was ihie t(\others that 
<xur interferen ce^ w as warriinwilile ? but 
where it *ivas cTfir tiT ourselvel, in a case 
wlierc our security depends iJjon our in¬ 
terference, are we to remain inactive spec¬ 
tators jof the ruin of the r^ources upon 
which that security was to depend; nor 
could it be fnainti^ied, tjjfat the gov.-^en. 
should have postponed hfs interference till 
that •uin was ,accomplished, rather ih.m 
liavo interposed his authority to prevent 
it ? Tfnlt it was fast approaching, was 
abundantly proved^ by ihe papers upon 
the table; aud be v^ould ask^the house, 


what ftiust have been the condition of 
those provinces, if, in addition to the cala¬ 
mities under which they were sudering, 
thef had been exposed to th^ evil of be¬ 
coming tlie seat of a Mabratta w ar; and 
yet, had those provinces continued under 
the ilirection of the vizier, at the breaking 
out of the Mafiratta w^ar, it would have 
been utterly impossible for lord Lake 
(whose loss the |)ublic and his friends have 
so much reason to deplore) to have achieved 
that brjlliant campaign, for which, among 
other marks of distinction deservedly coA- 
ferred upon him, he received the thank* 
of the house. His aimy would have found 
sufiicient employment in restraining and 
keeping in check the mutinous and dis- 
or(leri]^troo[».s of the vizier. Had he at- 
to advance beyond the frontier, 
thVL;ountrv w'ould have been in open re* 
bel\on^; his supplies (if indeed he could 
have procured any from a country in such 
a coiTdition) would have been cut off; ho 
must -therefore have remained in Oude 
u[)on the -defensive, and (in addition to 
the evils of a protracted war) from the in¬ 
adequacy of his force to cover the whole • 
of a w’cak and extensive frontier, he must 
necessarily have left many parts of the 
couylry exposed to the irruption of the 
Mahratta army.—In consequence, how¬ 
ever, oi' the introduction of the company’s 
^ authority into those provinces, lord Lake 
w As not only enabled to draw his supplies 
from them, but to apply the whole of his 
force to the attack of the enemy, and thus 
*he frnished, in one campaign, aw^arwhich 
might otherwise have been protracted to 
a period of several years.—These were a 
part of the advantages resulting from that 
territorial cession, a demand fiir which hc^ 
mmntaiitttd not only to iiave bean justifi¬ 
able, not only conformable to the spirit of 
the stipulations contained in the treaty of 
1798 , lAit absolutely necessary to our 
security. The vizier had repeatedly in¬ 
timated to the resident,.his apprehension 
of a total failure in the resources of the 
country, and in pro])ortioh as it w’as essen¬ 
tial to the iilti^ests of the company, and 
of the vizier, that a* large Britiidi military 
force should be permanently stationed in 
Oude, in the .same proportion was it ne¬ 
cessary, that the resources by which that 
force was to be maintained, should he pre-» 
served from? failure. And, considering all 
the circumstances detailed in the papers* 
ppon the* table, of the radical defec^ of 
the vizieris system of administration, of 
^hesautinous spirit, and total want of dis-* 
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cipline prevailing in his army, ‘of the 
annual progressive decline of the reve¬ 
nues and resources of every description^ 
and of the existence of a formidable IVcnch 
establishment, permanently stationed upon 
the most vulnerablor part of our frontier; 
he repeated, that, under such circum¬ 
stances, the governor-general, whoever he 
might be, would not only have been un¬ 
worthy of the trust reposed in him, hut 
would have been guilty of a driniinal neg¬ 
lect of his duty, if he had not takei^ eflcc- 
tdal means for placing the coinpany^s in¬ 
terests in Oude, as connected with those 
of the vizier, upon a permanent founda¬ 
tion of security. The arrangement, 'as it 
now stands, has proved equally advantage¬ 
ous to both parties. The cornp^^ny no 
longer depends for the n gular discharge j 
of the subsidy upon the precarious rcvi li- 
zation of the revenues. On the Cfibcr 

hand, the vizier, with a diminished terri¬ 
tory, liad, in a pecuniary vieu , tlcriVed a 
considerable advantage. I’or, although 

the districts ceded to the company, uere 
rated at a crore and 35 lacks of rupees, it 
r appeared, upon an cxaminaiiori (A the ac¬ 
count of the aiunils of the several districts 
ceded, that not more than 90 lack', had 
ever been paid into the vizier's tn apiry 
from those districts; f (uisequently, he was 
a gainer of more than/otVy lacks of rupees 
annually by the new arrangement.—The 
noble lord (Folkestone) laid stated, in his 
Resolution',, that in pursuing this measure, 
lord Wellesley actuated by motives 
of ambition and aggrandizement. But 
he positively knew, that he pursued the 
,wJioIe progress of this rarangeinent with a 
degree of perjional labour, solicitude, and 
*^anxiely, almost unparalleled, under a con¬ 
viction Uiat his duty required ihe stej)s 
which he took, and that he was acting in 
a most important and urgent case, not only 
for the advantage, but fur the vei^ exist¬ 
ence of the interests ‘ committed to his 
chafge. He'also acted under a conviction, 
that his proceedings were consonant to 
the wishes and iiftcittions of his employers 
at home, nor did he receive'the least in¬ 
timation, not even a hint, that his mea¬ 
sures in Oude were disapproved by *1110 
court of directors, until his return to Eng¬ 
land in 1806, more tlian four years subse¬ 
quent to the conclusion of the treaty. As 
the motives imputed to liim<>y the no- 
^ ^ himself 

, in this as well as‘in every* 

jjftpmeasure connected with his arduous 
};j';JPKimstration, lord Wellesley had b^jeu' 


aerated by no personal motive whatever, 
unle!^indeed it were that which (aitliougli 
so neStdy connected with him, he trusted 
he might be permitted to say) had distin¬ 
guished every act of liis public life,y^an 
anxious and unremitting zeal for ' 

fare and interest of his country- 
would put it to the house, whethiv, )Jf the 
reports vhich had reached this ^u^untry 
respecting the di signs of Buonapai^'I'b upon 
our possessions in the ^East and of 

the '}^ro,£ji’c,ss which he* had A'fade in the 
furtherance of those designskbe entitled 
to any credit, whether this was a lime to 
propose to the house to pass a vote of cen¬ 
sure upon the measures which are best 
calculated to defeat his designs^ An hon. 
director (Mr. Grant) had said, that 
syjjtein of policy pursued by lo^d Welles¬ 
ley, durmg his administration, was likely 
to prove nij^rious to our interests in India, 
at the jiresent crisis of affairs. Did the 
hon. director think that our interests would 
have been safer if the power of Tippoo 
Sultauh were Mill in existence, xvilh the 
means xvhich he po-sscssed from the extent 
of sea-coast, winch formed one of the 
boundaries of his dominions, of facilitating 
the landing of a French army in the pe¬ 
ninsula? Did he think that our iutcre.^ts' 
would be safer, if*the native jioxvers of 
Indijjwerc free from all connection with 
"the Itritish go\n:M*nment, some of them with 
large* Ficneh establishments in thejr ser¬ 
vice, one of these permanently stationed 
upon the most vulnerable [lart of our 
fronT'K^^iul u|K)n thaf pari of it w hich (in 
the course he xvas supposed to be pursu¬ 
ing) would immediately [jresent itself to 
the enemy ? \Vas it not evident, that if 
such were the political state of India, at 
the present moment, that the danger w hich 
was supposed to menace it from the pro¬ 
jects of Buonajjarte, would be infiuiUly 
more formklable than it now^ is? And, 
lastly^ he asied, if, at the present crisis of 
aflairs, we oerived any security from the 
destruction/;)h the French power in India, 
and from lifb eslabliSinhent of our influ¬ 
ence over til* councils of the native princes, 
was it notsoMy to be attributed to t lie mea¬ 
sures pursuerpby his noble relation during 
his administration —lie said, he had qiily 
further to state, tjjat as ^r as ke was .per¬ 
sonally concerned in the transaction be¬ 
fore the house, fully inqnes^cd as ha» xvas 
with?a sense of the important advantages 
resulting from it, if he thought itq/ossible 
that tlie Reaolutictfis proposed by thctnoblc 
lord (Folkestone) be sanctioned by 
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a vote of this house, he certainly should sorting, to such a measure. And what 
deeply lament it. But there was one^tirt was the reason assigned for not seizing it? 
of tins transaction to which he hy not because it would ruin our character for 
vet adverted, and to have been concerned justl^ce and • forbearance ovei all Hin- 
m w hich could not fail, under any circum- dosCan. The treaty was concluded, and 
stances, *"o aftbrd him the highest gratifi- government pronounced it* to contain 
c . imd that was, that he should have every thing beneficiifl and desirable, and 
been mstrnmental to the relief of several to be fully corapetent to the security of 
inilliolLs of people from the most dread- the interests of both parties. The Jia- 
ful sy^ein of tyranny, oppression, .and bob was sincer^Jy attached to, and zea- 
violenc,|, that ever prevailed in any part lous in the jfervice of the conipanj'; to 
of the ^ whom, <fh a pressing occasion, he gave 

Mr. C. fwir/zr, in explanation 5 ftthat moneydVom his priv^ate treasures, and his 
the w'ar witl'^Tippoo was one of defence, family horses for the*purpose of mounting 
Here the measures w ere tho.se*of aggres- a regiment. Wc were, therefore, in every 
sion. • sense; bound to the strict observance of the 

Mr. JohistonCj felt groat dilFicully trinity ; yet what would they say, judging 

in offering his opinion upon the conduct of fairly and impartially, when ten months 
a person, who, on some occasions, had |'<dlcr, they found the governor-general dc- 
doiio great^servire to the country, andito rtotmiined to break through it—to pursue 
whose motives he did the aniples/r justice, the^ystem of wresting the Dwab from the 
He had at the outset of the noWe marquis’s nabob,, interfering in his civil goveru- 
govfM'iimont in India, been one of the first ment^ and disbanding his troops. From 
to oiler his tribute of praise to his splendid several letters, this appeared to bo his de- 
actions, and itw’as not till he saw hyw en- terinihation, and it was postponed a tw elve- 
tcr upon a line of policy ba3 in itself, and mouth by the more important affairs of the 
disapproved of by i^be company at home, Mysore, which were no sooner settled than 
that he changed his ophiion. It should Mr. Lumsden w^as retailed from Lucknow^, 
appear from the papers on the table that and Col. Scott was appointed resident: 
our frontier was in danger, and it was ne- there. It was then tluy jirocceded with 
Vessary to setmre it; that would be a full vioUuicc to procure the dismissal of the 
justification of the noble marquis’s con- nabob’s trc^njis, for the purpose of sprend- 
diK't; but if, on the other hand, it wa.^c>i- ing their own ovt r his dominions, and 
(lent that no further security was nece^^sary, taking the collection of the revenue, as 
and that his system went only to destroy well as the authority of governing, out of 
the iiidepondence of every native pow'cr in his hands. He called upon the house, to 
alliance with us, and interfere with their Lt-onsulev in this place the representation 
internal government, a double po/uori of made by the nabob (which he read); and, 
censure ought to fall on him. In order U> lie wa.s sure, if they did not feel for the 
slow this to be the case, he would consider cruelty and agtrression that had been exer- 
tlio sulqcct under lour heads; I. The cised towards him, tlu'V w'ould be destitut^^ 
rights ot the nabob of Omit* bv treaty, of tliosc feelings winch a ffritish parliament 
2. Mis conduct under tlmsc stipulatioiw. w as ncvet yet found 10 want, to this 

.‘3. The nrgociation which w^as pursued for representation, so humble and so expressive 
the purpose of procuring the disbanding of attachment, the most hursli and severe 
of his troops; and 4. The ftiegoeiation answer was returned by the governor-geuc- 
w'hich C(»mpelled him to cedefthe Imlf of ral. It made no alteration in his pUns; 
his territory in commutation Vf Ins kists. and he went on with tlie'm in direct viola- 
The hon. gent. l4^ n filtered*u|on a detail tion of the treaty, aiyJ t]iat in a manner 
of the circumstances that led Jaudut Ally calculated tp degrade^ the nabob in the 
to the musnud, and w^ent thr^gli the ar- eyes of liis j^opl(3. These measures at 
• tides of the Treaty conduiod between last threatened, that the troops of tjie 
him a^d the company in 1798, and con- vizitr were reduced to the amount of ]4| 
tended, that the danger of invasion from lacks, and a further practical reduction 
Persfa was lis gre#t at ^at time as if w as proposed, amounting to 15 lacks, besides the 
at any future period’, ^om this ciremn- troops of that great officer Almas, who was 
siant4 he drev^the conclusion, that as the* countenanced by the British governmenV 
ti^rritory^ Code was not seized wdicif the against his own master, amounting to 8 
treaty was concluded by sir John Shore, dacks. This> however, does not satisfy the 
there never w’as a future •occasion for re- ^governor, and«the next step is to take 
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leiprobable alarm respecting the^failnre 
of the resources, and to demand a cession, 


not only of a part, but ol the whole do¬ 
minions of^Oude, without Icfvvin^ tlio^ sor 
Tereign any power at all, but remaining 
merely as a* pensioner on the company. 
If any thing could 'equal this outrageous 
proposal, it was the doubly dealing manner 
in which it was wished to be effected, by 
asking the nabob to mak^ an application 
to have it done as a favour tojnmse'if, and 
for the benefit of his people. resisted 
it with'meekness, but with firmness ; and 
thfen came the letter "accusing him of in¬ 
gratitude, and threatening to send troops 
to take forcible possession of his territory. 
A demand of 38 lacks of rupees is in¬ 
stantaneously required to be paid. This 
sum had increased from 17 , iir 
months, and he doubted that any 
it was due; for, from the accounts Injfore 
the house, it apjieared, that in J'oAier 
years tlie expenditure of Oude was le^s 
than the payments. I'hus, in the three 
preceding years, tho expcnces had b<fen 
ho, 90 , and 80 lacks, while the payincuts 
' vveri^J t)7, 98 , and WI lacks. Tlur. p^*s^ed, 
however, the nabob#made an ofh r so fair, 
that the resident at Lur^know w isiied lo con¬ 
clude’a treaty with him upon that giound. 
It was a cession of ttu’ritory to the amount 
of 1 crore 20 lacks, for llie payment of the 
additional troops marched m by command 
of marquis M'eilesley ; but even lliis was ' 
rejected by him. llarrassed at last hy 
all these means, the nabol) only w'ished to 
resign tUo territory ot his ancestois to his, 
aon,andby the most rchpectful means, a pe¬ 
tition of right, addres.,c(l to the goverm;r- 
general on this subject; but this also was 
.^rejected in a most liarshaiul cruermanner. 
He doubted much that ever the noble mar¬ 
quis woififd have “succeeded in Ifis object, 
had he not appointed his brother to be re¬ 
sident at Oude ; which appointmenl by the 
way, was illegal, as being nmde w ithout 
the*advice or consent of the council. To ! 
do away the levity with which gentlemen 
were too apt to at the treatment of 
this sovereign, he here copious ex¬ 
tracts from the reports of Che negociators 
•ept to Lucknow by marquis Wellesley, 
andi^lmtinadverted with great severity on 
l^msurd assertion, that the nabob, de- 
tfioiled of one half of his territory and re- 
'fenue, iVas now happier and rit her than he 
ifits before. There w'as sometliing mysYe- 
; ^ and concealed too in the correspon- 
V of tlie hon. .gent, bchaid him,* 

IL WclU^lcy) and his bi*othcr* The 


I letters were marked ' private ^ there were 
incisures that were never seen, and it 
I was^ot till f )0 days alter the changes 
had tSs^n place, that a detail of them w as 
made known to the government, lie had 
also U> remark on the conduct ofjtho,hon. 
gent, himself, w ho seemed to have^r^jh'^v d 
a harshness in thi% atlalr, very inedpenian 
with his usual meek and mild temji'Jv. It 
was,not so strange that tlie noble i/arqiiis, 
elated with his successes, and g^li'ernor- 
general of India, shouljl treatV^’tndepcn- 
dent so wj reign with haughti|^ss; but he 
could not Ije reconciled to tlii hon. gent. 
(Mr. 11 . Wellesley) expressing ^ his utmost 
indignation and surprise’ at the conduct 
ol'tlie nabob, 1‘or a ciicum.stance which in 
Iiis view was cukulated to < xeile neither 
surprise nor indignation. It wuis pkiable 
toJ^.e(;the answer returned by the nabob 
to the l^^ter containing this expression, so 
humdiaun^ not only to liimscli; hut to 
tlio king ol G. Brifaiii, tlie ]^arliamenL and 
country, whose nannss he was sorry to say 
hud a|jpcarod loo <db‘n in the threats pro¬ 
duct ive of tlicsc sulnnissioiis. The hon. 
ineinbin' recapiiulut<‘d shoidly his pre- 
C(‘ding argumenK*;, and apologised for the 
time Jic had occupied the house, but it was 
from d<'l?ul alone that this lui.sincss could 
he mulcrslood. d'he pretence for march¬ 
ing troo})s into Oude was futile, for theie 
was Jiot the slightest danger to be apjire- 
henued horn Xenuuui Shaw, altlmugh from 
llie 'days of jSadir Shaw' it had heen the ' 
general ery in liindostan, whenever the 
weather, fil for marching troojjs, set in, 

' th^Sl^irsian conqueror is coming.’ In 
179 (> they had ])eiietraled 200 mdes into 
the country of the Seiks, but e\cn then 
lliey were j()0 miles lioni the frontier of 
Oudt‘, and the iMaliraita slates lav be- 
tween them. Ail circmusianc c-scontmuing 
tht; sa/ne, would it be argued, that the 
governor-general was cn<ith*d to change 
a system wfriicli was approved of by thoi^o 
vvlio vippoiiVed him r If he did' so, it 
must beMnri veal, and not an imaginary 
neces.sity. pThe hoio genj ^ wdio s[)oke last, 
had asked iow could have carried on 
the INlahraUa war? Would to <iod we 
had never d the fxower to carry it on, 
or any uther\o destructive to our interest 
in India. He contended, that tlw nabob 
w^as independent/umi to tlif argument, 
that lie was bound in gratitude to the 
•company, it appeared to Jiim the ♦same 
kind of gratitude that was due front J^russja 
to Buonaparte* after he hitd taken all lie 
had any u#e fur? and lull timt sovereign 
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dependent upon him for he allowed 
him to retain. It was urged tha^'fbe na¬ 
bob was only independent fro|)K havin^j 
wrested his dominions from Ine Mogul; 
he would ask whence came the independ¬ 
ence of the Eastliidia company, who wow 
nothing more than the keepers of his ex- 
chifquer. But, it was needless to argue 
on Supposition, since he had it frjm the 
higl!^^st legal authority in this kingdom, 
that 'i^y the lord chancellor, wdio had de¬ 
cided the nabob of ArcoUwais* an in¬ 
dependent. sovereign, at a time Vhen he 
was not possessed of half sp good a title 
to it as the nabob of Oude. It was still 
a more w^himsical defence to adduce the 
evidence of marquis Cornwallis, who had 
sa^,that such a system destroyed in Indi 


the opinion of the justice, moderateaq 
good faith of G. Britain. The^ opinion < 


teraVted and corrected each other* He ^ 
then turned to the assertion that hud be^ 
madewith regard to the revenues of Oude 
5i [)articular, and shew'ed frbm a long cal¬ 
culation, that this country, so desolated 
and disgraced, prcvluced mote revenue in • 
proportion than Bengal, Nvhich ivas reck¬ 
oned the most productive province hi 
the possession of the compaliy—<Jude 
yielding 57/.% 10^. per square acr(^ 
Bengal oftly 40/. 10^.^ The new systiem 
had,introduced the monopoly of salt, but 
from the diflerem.:e of situation between 
Oude and Bengal, it had been found 
destructive and ruinous, that it was obligc 
•ed -almost immediately to be abandoned. 
The use of spirituous liquors, so strictly 
forbidden by the Mahometan law, was 


warrantably into this defence; for the 
treaty he concluded in 1798 was an exist¬ 
ing proof of the direct opposition he gave 
to the principle. An attempt *liad also 
been made fi-om the 12th article of the 
treaty, to prove that Ihe company had a 
light to march trooy^s into Oude, and take 
security for any avrear of the kists; but 
this, he shewed, was a fallacy in the pre¬ 
sent instance, as no arrears had been con¬ 
tracted, and the only pretence was^arrears 
due at the time the treatf was concluded. 

'—He had next to consider a little the 
general policy of this system. Whyw^ere 
they feo anxious to improve the discU 
pline of the troo|)s belonging \he na¬ 
bob ? These troops ^vere the same as 
all the troops in India, and such as enabled 
them to make their comjuests, and the 
first tiling they would have done would 
have been to repel the treatment they .had 
met with. The hon. gent, here digressed 
into a statement of the customs of the casts 
in India, their importance, fnd the gene¬ 
ral tendency of that kind f)f asspeiation. 
He pointed out the mod A oft collecting 
the revenue s;,^ by ap pointiig lieutenants 
with nvilitaryaufnofity’, w'hclpaid stipulat¬ 
ed sums for their several prolinces. These 
found it most to their intqpst to compro¬ 
mise with the zemindaire, because the 
whole time for collecting the revenue was 
only abemt six weeks whep the crof s were 
taking in; and if any Wre refractory, the 
lieutenant hpd not time to overpow^er them 
forts, and enforce obedience. 
Thus,*!!! this^lstrange way, since the count 
try had been bjoken •into smaller states, 
independent of th? mogul, the evib coun- 
VoL, X, 


la toi 

^.alsf) introduced and legalized iu Oude 
opinion of would ask, if any advantage had been 
lord Teignmouth was also,pressed as un- f^mid to arise from tliis ?—Having hither- 


to considered the question without any 
peVsonal application to the noble marquis, 
he trusted the house would pardon his en¬ 
croaching on them a few' minutes longer 
in making some remarks on it in that 
point of view, Tlje council was designed 
to deliberate wdth the governor*general 
on any plans he might form ; that by a 
p/evious discussion in detail, the nature of 
the uilcuded measure might be ascertain¬ 
ed ; and not only that, but for the pur¬ 
pose of having on their journals a suffici^ 
1 * 01 ^ account of transactions to be trans¬ 
mitted for the information of the govern*- 
ment at home. But if, as in the case of 
the noble marquis, the govetnor-general 
chose to pass by this part of the constitu*- 
tion of India, and keep his plans in his 
pockt^t, he would be njieved from thife 
most important check upon his con<}B(l!!lr 
ile gfl^rid of forms which w«re tlfohght 
necc-^sary in the case of a cabinet mini¬ 
ster ut home, and were much more nec^$^ 
sary It the distance of ten thousand mil6s> 
w here they \vere the only^means left foe 
controuling the exorbitant powier *bf thd 
head of the establishment. ThO negotia^ 
tion was not recorded fill long after it was 
finished ; *sii that neither the council nOf 
the company, for several months, knevV 
any thing of the matter. As for tho 
Thanks voted to the noble marquis, 
proceeded from ignorance, for it Wad iffissii-* 
gifted that the governor-general ia'as doing ^ 
nothing fnote mm securing the comply Y 
revenues in Oude. But, hisjdUe^dut^ md 
not ad’d either to their aj&cuf^y 
revenues. The Rohillas weve ifi the safo# 
smte as ever, and in 1804-5 their revenue 
4 C 
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was ksS sthan it was in former year/, be- 
catis^ their charges# which always grew 
in {^qi^ortion to their wealth, were greater. 
The revenue/ was 1 crore, 43 lacks; tile 
changes 4« lar-ks, which, with 20, as the 
4 qxpcnce of a regiment of cavalry and tw o 
of Sepoys, and left 76 lack, the same time 
the nabob was bound to pa;^ them, but he 
had always paid more, and in the preced¬ 
ing year paid 115 lack, b^ing nearly 40 
more than w^as raised by the nfew system. 
In'detailing the various measures \yhich 
lie tiiought bencliciul te India, he gave his 
warmest praise to the permanent revenue 
mode, adopted by marqnis Cornwallis, 
which would in time very much ameliovatQ 
the condition of the natives. The system 
of jurisprudence he considered as too j^iom- 
plicated to have any good eflcct. As foiy 
the amelioration of (inde, the promise 
it w as forgot the moment they got possqp- 
s*ion of the territory; nut a single attempt 
had been made to accomplish it in \he 
slightest degree, and by, this means* the 
British name and troops were made the 
instruments of oppression, as they tvere 
♦employed in collecting the revenue and 
other unpopular acts, vvhich were former¬ 
ly done by the authority of the vivj’er. 
They had added to the evils of the Indimi 
government* the evils of an European 
military system—a system which had 
been tried at Gurroetpore, and had laid 
waste that district. Having thus taken no-' 
tice of the principal objections against the 
noble marquis's government that occuiTed 
to him, he had only to add, that tliinking 
bia motives pure, he would nut ( oncur in 
^pressing this charge any furtlier than con¬ 
jure. An impeachment he eonsldered as 
^ M^*oper ; and if in his power, lie would 
rather coriy^ct the •Resolutions, cafry ing 
them no further than the opinion of mai - 
Cornwallis, that the system' w as 
estructive to the character of justice, mo¬ 
deration, and good faith, hitherto main¬ 
tained* by the ilritish in India. Whatever 
difference of opinion might exist berween 
him and his friends \)n the past, he was 
sure they had only one mi^d* as to the 
future. They had nothing to say against 
the eulogies bestowed on the noble inar- 
quis, f6r his conquests and victories, they 
only bogged to have no more victories thr 
^ the futuri^v They wished it to be sincere* 
ly said, we abjure conquests and will pur* 
victories no. longer. The hon. mein- 
ISbycludeU, by noticing what hud been 
^11^ Oil a former night.^ Those, that had 
^eiii^red the court of directors to twenty- 


four printers, ought to recollect that they 
were men wdlo put a stop to this ruin¬ 
ous sys||pi, and sent out marquis Corn- 
\vallis to put a termination to it. 

]\lr. S, li. lAisliington (Member for Rye) 
was perfectly aware of the difficulty under 
which he rose to address the house upon 
this important and extensive questionA If 
local knowledge, obtained during a^ong 
residence and service in India, should lead 
him into much detail, he should* hfiur the 
hazard of*wearying the*^ patient of the 
house;* and if he altogether^neglected 
that detail, Jie flight sacrifice the real 
merits of the case. He should endeavour 
in deference to the feelings of the house, 
to be as concise as possible, at the same 
time not to abandon the substantial justice 
Hff the question. After all the declamation 
the house jiad heard, their judgment upon 
this question .must be founded upon the 
treaty made with the nabob of Oude by- 
lord Teignniouth in 17 Q 8 ; but as that 
treaty confirmed all former treaties, not 
C()ntrary"theret(]p, it was necessary to re¬ 
view the principal stipulations of those 
treaties, and the practice of successive 
governors-gcneral, as approved by lawful 
authorities in this country.—The first trea¬ 
ty made between the vizier and the com¬ 
pany was ill the year • 17 (i 5 , when, after an 
unjust war against the English, his domi¬ 
nions and his pwson were in possession of 
the British army. In such a situation, it 
was not very probable that lord Clive 
should treat with him as an independent 
sbverei|m^; in fact, he Y>rescribed to him 
such terms as w ere, at that time, judged 
best for the company's interests; and 
many articles of that treaty bear the. stamj> 
of his subjection, and of the company^* 
sup^'rior power.—The second article of that 
tre<ity expressed that the company should 
defend the provim e of Oude, according 
lo the exigcn|y of the nabob’s affairs, and 
so far nii^t be consistent with their 
own securiiy. i In this case, of the English 
company's fci'ces being employed in his 
highness’s setvicc, clie^eJXIlRordinary ex¬ 
pence of thAsame was to ba defrayed 
by him. In fee manner, if the company 
should be atta^ed', his highness shall assist 
them with * a part or the whole of his 
forces ^ but the companj^are njt to pay 
for his forces,—HeVe then was an obvious 
distinction in the relative situation of tlie 
two states:—^The company, as apvereigns,^ 
.were to protect the dependent ^mte of' 
Oude, and they ara to be paid foi^ it. ^The 
Aa1^ob,.as a pix)tected ully, should defend 
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the company’s territories and be paid confi?mcd by treaties with the vizier.~ 
nothing at ail.—Was it possiblei^ after The letter oi* lord <Jont>vallis, dated ISth 
such a clause as. this, to imas^e that April, *1787, was the next document for 
the nabob-vizier treated with ffie com- * tlijb consideration of the hoOse. In this 
pany as an equal, independent power r— letter, which afterwards assumed the force 
Tile fourth article states, ^ The king Shah of a settled agreeqient, lord Cornwallis » 

‘ Auluin shall remain in full possession of superseded that article of the treaty of 

* Coiah, and .such part of the province of 1781, which the vizier had introduced for 
^ Allahabad as he now possesses, which the purpose of removing the British tifbcqss 
' are ^ eded to his majesty as a royTil dc- from, Futty (^thur, because those forces 
‘ incsivTi. f(tr the support of his dignity and were, lord Cornwallis’s judgment, 
'expencC.t’ Thfs article does r;ot express quisite for the defence of Oude. On this 
by whom Mvis cession is made ; But the occasion lord Cornwallis remarked, ^iAl- 
treaty with the nabob-vizier in 177 3, clears ' though there is no prospect of any attack 
up this point. It states, < WKereas in the ^ on your exceyency’s territory at present, 

* treaty concluded at Allahabad in the ^,itS security must ullimalely depend updn ' 

‘ year I7b5 (Aug. Ui) between the com- ' the strength of the, force stationed for its 

* pany and the vizier, it is expressed that ' protection. I doubt not your excellency 
^ the districts of Corahand Allahabad wcrel^wiiragree to the additional expence of 
^ given to his majesty for his expenccs , A^lective troops, where the object is th« 

‘ and whereas his majesty Iiatir forfeited ' defence of the country ; for this reason I 
^ liis right to the said districts, wdiich have do nbt hesitate to recommend to your ex- 
' reverted to the company, from whom he * cedlcncy, to discliarge so much of your 
''received them.’ This was an express ' own army as will allow for the add itionsrl 
recognition of the sovkireignty of rtie com- ' expcnce attending the continuance of 
pany by the vizier himself: and those Mhoso elfcctive troops. It is my firm in¬ 
provinces, which the vizier acknowledged ‘ tention, not to embarrass your excellency, 
to have reverted to the company in their M^itll further expence than that incurred 
capacity of sovereigns, were re-graut«d out ' by the company from their connection 
to himself under certain stipulated eon- ^ with your excellency, and for the protec- 
dilions ; namely, * Ue shall pay to tlie Mi*on t)f your country ; w'hich, by the ac- 

* company 50,00,000 sicca rupees.’—I'lie " counts, 1 find amounts to 50,00,000 an- 
next treaty was one upon vihich iMr.T.ush- ' nualiy.’ I'lius, lord Cormvallis super- 
ington particularly-desired to fix the atten- scxled an article of a former treaty, aug- 
tion of the house. It is dated in 17OS ; minting the British force in Oude, and 
and the object of it was, to limit tin* nuin- loqiming the vizier to discharge so much 
her of the nabob’* troops, of oveuy cle-* of iiis own army aS would enable him to 
scription, to 35,000 men. This was done pay the expeuco of our efieefive troop*, 
in consequence of suspicious eivlcrlamed of in resjieet to the details of his highness’* 
the treachery of his councils ; and it was go\cnimcnt, lord (’ornwalHs remarked, . 
particularly to be remarked, that this ‘ As it is the intention of th*e company, afrt*** 
number of troops was deemed by lord Clive ^ jny ticgi resolution, tUat no iitferference 
sufficient for the defence of Oude at a time ^ shall take place in the details of tlie af- 
when the company had no troops Bf tiieir " I'airs.of your excellency’s government, 
owm in that province.—Of tli^ description ‘ strict,orJers shall be scut to liiin [the rc-^ 
were the treaties with the na/ob of Oude " sldcnt], tliat he shall neither interfer« 
down to the year 1781 ; and ttrr^spoiident ^ himself, nor suH’er interference, by^db- 
with these treaties w^as the pilictice of the * lie or jirivate claims, or exemptions of 
British govcriJ1wef>t<P=ki#xerclin^ a real ^ duties, or in any eithor mode, from any 
controiil over his highness, plotecting his ' Britisiisub ject, or person under the autho- 
conntry from foreign invasiyn, receiving M*ity of this government; in short, leaving 
his subsidy, reducing the ^umber of his t(je whole managoment of your countiy 
military when any suspicions were enter- ' to your excellency and your mihistertV 
minpd of his fideyty, and in defending the M will put a stop to the interference 
jaghireders of the empire froYn his violence. * of others.; and, in order to carry thi« ' « 
Such were alone the acts of sovereignty ' pfTectually into execution, I propose ^0 
exercised Jytlihc Mogul in the fuln^s of ' y^our excellency not to suffer any Eurr^ 
IJrts po\vcf'T^ these the company sue- ' pean to reside in your domniiofis'Wif-h- 
ceeded by the defeat o{ his majesty, and ' out my written permission'—Notwith- 
thc right to exerdse them was soleninlyi striding the^ nature of the interference 
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which,, loi^ Couhi^allis was determined to j ^from Rh^hildund, which paid at first m 
previeii^ was thus spedficiilly expressed to I ^ laclt;^of nupises a-year,. and aftenvarcls a 
ba the interference of Europeans residing I ^ crore;^rty Jacks catnmt now be colJect- 
ii^Oude, whether with or without authp- y ' ed.; sJu- that four lacks only are receiV- 
yet it had been contended that theW ' cd from Gomckpore, which formerly 
o;gresaiuns were sufficient to restrain any ^ yielded twelve ; and that other metals 
future governor-general from interposing ' are in a state of progressive. decline, 
the power of the company fiir the security * Does not this- consideration alarm your 
of the province, by augmenting thanum* ' excellency ? Can any thing but rui^i re- 
ber of the British troops> and by insi^iting ' suit fronrsuch circumstances ? A je not 
on^the discharge of the nabobus n^jutinous ' these facts a decisive proof pf ^fisanny, 
rabble, yhe conduct of lord Cornwallis, ' extcrtioij, and misinanagem^it, in t he 
as 8|iewn in the same ,,letter, completely ' auiniL ? and what must be the situation 
falsified this construction; for the house * of the ryots who are placed under such 
would explicitly understand it to be his 'people? But your excellency knows that 
fim detennination, that, ' the expciice ' the prayers of the oppressed are attended 
^ incurred by the company from their con- ‘ to by the Almighty, and often call down 

* nection with Oude, and for tlie pi;<»tection ' his vengeance upon their oppressors. No 
' of the country/ should be defrayed by /|f truth is more certain than that justice is 
the nabob. The interference he depr^^- '* thef foundalion of the prosperity of states; 

that of lawless Europeans, wio 'and when the rulers are negligent in 
had, for their corrupt purposes, been too 'punishing those who oppress their sub- 
long engaged in [iursuing usurious loans, 'jects, they become partakers of their 
in insisting upon exemptions from duties ' crimes, and may be deemed the subvevt- 
upon.thcir merchandise, and in oppressing ' ers of ^'their prosperity. History 
the inhabitants, by enforcing^ the paynKMit ‘ confirms the observation, by exhibiting 
of balances, on the equity of which such ' innumerable examples of monarchies 
offenders had ihemsedves decided.—I’lic ' overturned, and families effaced from the 
result of lord Cornwallis's treaty was, ' earth, by a violation of justice in the so- 
therefovci in practice this :—That he aug- ' vereign, or neglect in him to enforce its 
mented the British troops as he thought ' laws. 1 have been informed, and your 
necessary for the protection of Oude, ' al- ' excellency knows how far it is true, that 

* though there was no prospect of attack ' for ihany ycyrs past no aumil in your 

* on his excellency's territory and made * dominions has been punished for misde- 
the vizier pay for that augmentation: that ' meanors ; yet the decline in the revenues 
he called upon the nabob to discharge his^ ' could not have taken place without great 
useless trbops ; and, though he very pro-* mism^iagemcnt,wliioii mustdiave merit- 

■ perly interdicted all iuterferem e in the ' cd the severe^sl punishment; lenity, and 
actaijs ot the vizier's government h\ biu- ' good-nature are amiabh'. virtues ; but it 
^ ropcans resident at Oude, he not ( yiy did ‘ is at the same time to be remembered, 
is-iSSL'relinquisb afiy of the sovereign i ights 'that lenity towards oppressors is iiijus- 
derived from his grech cessors, and con,- ' tire towards the oppiessedi—►The evils 
firmed by treaty, but even extended the ' flovring from this source would have 
interposition of his power to the protection 'been fess felt, if in proportion as the 
of the vizier s minister, in oppo.’'Uion to ' revenues declined a diminution of ex- 
the will of his master. And upon this ' peaces had\},aken place. But^profusion, 
inatksd actof‘inter(VTence, in tiie detail of ' in fact, the cause of'the first evil; 
feijs highness's government, the court of ' and tlie ciitjnuance of it increased its 
toeetbrs .^expressed their decided approba- ' magnitude,h \vitb^>vtt^rraTSj without any 
batten. As demonstrative of the nature of ' material loj =>es, uncommon accidents, or 
iQrd,-Cornwallis's interference*, and of the 'irregular d^nands. I leam from your 
Court s approbation, Mr. Lushington heyre ' ministers, thl^^ your debts* exceed a crore 
and referred the house to^Lord ' and a half of rupees. I thank Godf that' 
Cornwallis's letter to the vizier, datad 1 2th j' this accumulation of jdgbt cawoRb^’in 
^ Aug. 170^, . ' It is well known, not onl^ ^ any respect attributea to the interference^ 

* Jlind^tan, but to ajl Europtj, I* pf the l^glisb. In the^detail of your^flO"^ 
^j||W^^btW!thstanding the prevalence of cell^ncy's af&fr#; in vraiclat^r these 

so mmiy years, the revenues seven years they have had no^ficemf 
excellency's dormnioiis are di- 5' yourexceitencyi|past, 1 am affaid^coniesfr 
Ijpushea beyomi all conjecture; th^t that a total dis^egardiot^aUiecoIl(^^ 
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‘ your own. part is the causes «rf thuise in- ■ pressed in^th'^* VKjioe ol tviecteiti and just aav 

* aimbiances* Iwish I could* a® certjrirdy thorifcy, in the vigoUV of iord Coin\wallii/it 

* point out the means of liqu*ida<?in<0hettti understanding; and itn^ uitbroken > 

^ But it requires no wisdom to^fo^ee the of his rAuid It is upo# ^hfle and the 

' consequences of a decreasing income, and | othW records of that aiiA^Oodman^s 
" increasing profusion, disorder, discredit, | former long and prosperous'adifnatisia^tion , 

^ and divsiness.— I am obliged^ to repre- I in India,vvitb manyof >^^hiiabMn Br^was in- 

* sent, that all the oppressions and oxftor- jtimately acquainted, that ev-Cty* trOte'ft*ioildf 
‘ tions, committed by the aumiU on> the i of his memory must desii^e rest* the glory 
^ peasantry, take tlieir source iu the^on- 1 and l^uriianity of his name ; not lipoid the 
‘ nivauv^^? and irregularities^af the admitiis- 1 few and fearful dispatches, written in* the 
' tratiou at Lucknow; and* though; the j last imperfect days of his existence, wlieh 
' company's subsidy is at present paid up ; his ndble spirit wag fast sinking beneg^h 
' with regularity, 1 cannot nsk my repu- I the inhrniities of nalure*—iThe ti'caty of 
^ tation nor neglect my diity’by remain* sir John Shore, now lord Teignihoulbi 

< ing a silent spectator of evils^whioh will : mained to be considered; and- any genf. 

' in the end,*and perhaps that end is not ! who had read* his Idp.'s minute upon, this 

* very remote, render al>aitive even your t subject, could not entertain a« doubt thal 

* cxcelkmcy’s earnest desire that thosub* ^rd TOgnmouth knew the sovereign povrbif 
‘ sidy should be panctually paid. the'^ o^r Oude was vested in the company* 

* company have expressed their hppioba- HiJ. lordship had stated, that he'actedmpoh 
^ lion of the choictwhich youdiave niadeof this' conviction when ho deposed vizier 

* Hussein Reza Cavvn and Rajah Tiket Rai Ally irotn the musnud and place<l Saadhf 

* to be ministers, I shall naturally con- Ally .in that situation ; and certainly this 

* sider the ijolitical rtieusiTOs of your go- iiiterposition was one of those extreme acts 
‘ vernment to be dependent on them, as of sovereign |>o\ver, wliieh nothing but the 

‘ w'e 11 as the domestic. And, convinced of undoubted possession of that power, and ^ 

* the necessity thiU they should be sup- an irresistible nece.sstty for using it, could 
‘ ported ill the execution of their duty, I justify.—Under this correct impression of 

. ‘ have given and ei^er will give then! that his power, and of his duty as govemor- 
' countenance which .the connection be- gedeml, sir John Slmre deposed vizier 
‘ tween our governments enables me to do. Ally, and placed Saadut Ally on the mus- 

* I feel this to be a duty incumibenL dh me, nnd. ‘ Ttie treaty formed on that occasion, 

‘ for the cretlit exf the coin])any, as well as b^mnd the company to defend the domi- 
^ your reputation; since the connection nions of Oude against all enemies ; and to 
^’beUvecn us, the employment of the com- enable them lo perform this engage- 
^ paiiy's troops in your dominions, and the* nient in a better manner, the formersub- 
‘ ellfect reciprocally felt‘Of a good or a bad sidy, of .5(>,77,(.)38, was augmented to 
‘ government in our fespectivo territories, 70 , 00 , 000 .—^The first part of this treMyv 
‘ equally aflbet both in the oyes of all Ilin- which Mr. Lu.^hington v oukl particularly 

' dostan.’-—What did the court of direc- notice, was the la>t; hecausb the noble Iqb^hJ 
tors say upon this letter of lord Corn- wjho brought forward tlie^e accusa*^ 
Wallis?—‘Toaflbi-d every possible coun- tions, had put a construction on it wiiichi 
‘ tenance and protection to the ntiiiister, in Mr L.'s judgment, was not its coiTe^ 

' ovendn his opposition to thjE? will of his meaning. . The words to which hte alluded^ 

‘ master, in his exertions tef remedy the w^re these: ‘ The said nabob shall posset 
' abuses complalnetl of, is a line ot* inter- ' full authority over his household affiiitsj 

* ference which the shuatioipifaliXivs, and ‘hereditary dominions, his troopa, airtf® 

“the disinclmaj?i m »> vilier to enter ‘ his subjects." Those .words, considered 

'upon any effectual rcfonnl fully war- apart from ihe rest of the treaty, would rb- 
‘ ranted."—^The hon, gcntlei^n on "the op- lease the nat)ob from all connection with 
positc side of the house sn^'d'at this de- th^ company. If the nabob were really^* 
BCripfion of the miseries or a irmssulman to possess full authority over hisx 
govprnmegt! Did they think that this Ian- tary dominions, what became ofAt 

• guage was not app A abl^ to Ihe misrule and cond article of this treaty, in which , 
aiKi{chy of the territories ? or di^ highnessaommits nhedefeneeofhiadomi- 

tl)(ey beliejfijltffcr lord Cornwallis exagger- ‘nions, against all his enemies/. 

:Ue(j the* calamities which distracu^d thai^ company? If itwefetoposses#!&H«Mbo^i- 
co^mt]:y ? Mr. I^ishingtyn, considered this’ ty over bis troOps, as they then wereTh 
descripttoa fioffectly-true—to^ 0 K-« n^ber, whsft forcrwwid-then remain’to* 
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in^which 


the t, vf Ifth ?irtlcle of the treaty; 
the n^tbob f 4 igagt*s to coasult with the 
' con:i{){tt)y’s government, and in ^concert 
With them (twi^e the proper objects, of fe-f 
duction in his vstMishmepts f If he >^iTe , 
to poss€i>s fafl authority over hh subjects, 
he ini^ht rmphy Mwin ns diplomatic j 
agents to any i’oreiga power or state, in 
violation of the thirteenth clause of thii, 
treaty^ where the ' nabob,t'ngagcs not to 
* cany on su di corrcspondc^ice, without 
' the knf wdeJ<;o an ! com urrcncc of the 
' compavM^ ’'—Mr. L. would not go* moia-j 
fuBv inu) die other clauses of the treaty, 
for ue ha i ^a'd c nou.»h to convjicc the lioiise 
that this trei v must be co'nsrrued by that 
rule of hwv aud which taught them, 

ia the intcrpri tation of all public cove¬ 
nants, to (oiisider the whole of lhe^sti|)uy| 
lations connected tog(‘thor ; not to regtufu I 
^ only sumo general expressions, that nml- 
tatejf iimlerthe construction putuponfihvin, 
against the specific and most iinf)oi;lant 
articles of the covenant. l*br tht ^o, ob¬ 
vious reasons, Mr. L. thought the house 
would agree wnth him, that tlie nabob \vus 
to possess full authority over in'! lions* - 
* hold ad’airs, herediUrv dominions, troops, 
and subjects, as far as might be fonsi«^t- 
ent with the specific ^lau^es of thar tieaty. 
—Of those clauses, the Uvelith wms that 
uponw^hich loul Wellesley as fust called 
upon to take any particular measure 5. llis 
lordship knew, from all the ci>ininunic*v 
tions, and directions recci\ed from the 
court of directors, thatthe re hictioii of the 
large, useless, and expensne niilitarv 
establishment, within tin Oude domnuons, 
was one of their mo'^t carm st desiH s ; and 
as the vizier was bonnd l>y treaty ,to ron- 
with the c^nnpnn^'s go\ernnirnt the 
projper objects of these rtMhiclioii,s, lord 
Wellesley requirerf the vi/at r to rarrv this- 
intention into f fleet. J)uring a pf iiod of 
war and menaced invasion, wlien n durtlon 
was impracticable, the nabob had profes¬ 
sed a desire#that the reform might be 
made; but when a season of peace pie- 
sented a fit orca^un* far from co-opera¬ 
ting in this reform, he opposed ^he dt epest 
artinces and most obstinate* delays, until 
th^i^ason of produce and collection having 
arrived, the difficulties of this re form were 
greatly aggravated. To fulfil this indis- 
pensible pleasure, and, at the same time, 
to pr<^tect the dominions of O^dc Ironj 
invasion, lord WclledVy introduce^d 
uditionaA number of the" company's 
fl^Hto tlie province; and after a long 
^gle on tile part of the* nabob, ai^d 



frequent mutinies ninongst his troops, they 
were reduced, from the number of o3,()ol> 
men, V about hhOOO men. After a d< 
berate T;amuiiUi()ii of the treat), ai.d of 
the papers upon this suhjcct, the (oinic- 
j tlou of Mr, Lushingtoifs nnndivas ihk, that 
lord Wellesley^ m (he jeduction of the 
troops, did too Inth*, and not too inucii. 
for the foundation (>f this impression he' 
refei’5ed to the twelitli article of the treaty, 
to the explanation given of, it^J<y lord 
Tcigpmouth and the nifbob himsell’, from 
whichdt was clear, that the nabob’s troops 
were to be reduced to :i5,000 men at least, 
or still low’br if necessary, to* seeuro the 
payments under the treaty. Mr. Lushing- 
ton hcie lead to the house the article of 
the treaty, and the explanations of lord 
Teigninouth and the vizier, towhic'nho 
alluded.—' Whereas, by the fngagomont 

* now cittercd into between the iiabol)- 
' Mzicr, and the company, the amount of 
‘ the subsidy is considerably increased, 

' and many other permanent eharge.s u[)on 
‘ his ejicclleiu;,)'are incurred; on a com- 
' parison of his didnirsemrins with the 

* assi'ts of III" country, it becomes nc- 

* < e^sary to malvo such rcducllon in the 

' supernuous of the establisli- 

' merits of the public sonants, &c. as. 

‘ m ly bi’ icquisire, and are consistent w’ith 
‘ hiscxcrlleiK }’sdignity and convenience*. 

' To that tnd,^thc said nabob agrees to 
' conMilt with the company’s go\ eminent, 

' and, ill connu-t with them, devise the 
‘ pioper ob|ects of Mich ic duct ions, and 
the best means of eflbr'ting them.* Lord 
leignmoutirs evidence: ‘I think there 

* w’a> a propoqitum made for the specific 
'purpose of leduiing the nabob’s mill- 
^ lary 'J'he nabob was afraid that a spe- 
' cifir proposition of tb.it kind might (*\. 

' c*itc alarm ; and on '.ome discussion with 
' tlie h'aaner minister, Tofassul Ha^san 
' Khan, 1 think that article (the twc lfihj* 

' was substitlted for the phain ar+icie, Mi- 

* pnlatfng a n'clm tion of the troops, ;u*d 
' that It was iwuketly uudcr.Mood the com-' 

' pany shoulji nitoWo^i#!- the ])inposes 

* e.xfiressed iLi this arti* le, so fit as might 
' be nceesSarV for sia nnng the payment 
'under the •\eaty.’---luom tlie nabob- 
vizier, IQth Fell. *lSuo. ‘ Your ioirlship 
' is iij every rcspi ct nlcsirous,^ that flic 
' dignity, rcspextal:)iiit4 Slid outward state, 

* of this government slrtmld be maint^ia- 
'*ed. ^ For this purposcNl^s necessary, 

' that a suitable body of troOjp?*1>«k maim" 

*' tained after my own inauncr. According- 
f ly, in the first draVt oUtlio treat v, siiVehu 
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‘Shore, bivrt. proposed thirty-fire thou- latfks, and loM Wellesley put into exc<^» 

* sand men, cavalry and infantry/—Hav- tion the following article or the treaty:-:-!' 
ing thus estpblished the right and duty of ' If, contrary to the sincere ititentions and 
the ghvemor-general to compel tMSreduc- •e^|ertions df the said the pay- - 

. tion of the military, Mr. Lushington would ' merit of tJie kists should tall, into arrear, 
not long detain the house upon the policy ' the said nabob Sa^diit Ally jfhan en- 
of that reduction. The noble lord, who * gages and promises that he will then give 
liad brought forward tJiese charges, had * such security •to the company for the 
himself aihrmed, that * the nabob^s forces ' discharge of the existing arrears, a^nd 
were composed of disorderly and irr^gu- ' the fiiture regtilar payment of the kists,, 

* lai* troops,•imaccustorned to thib rules of * as shalj bo deemed satisfactory/ The , 

‘ good discipline, lind disafl'ected to- his only secuuty, which could be deemed 
‘ person.' This admission precluded the satisfactory in a caw3 of this description,, 
necessity of referring to the body of evi- was that which lord Cornwallis had sug- 
dence, upon this subject, before tlie house, gested, and the court of directors bad re- 
.attesting that these troops were both use- peptfidly approved, a territorial cession, 
less and dangerous. It needed neither l/ord Wellesley demanded this security; 
argument nor language, to impress upon mid, after-a long struggle by the vizier to 
the house tlie extent of this danger; for Jtt^id ft, he at length ceded to the com- 
it was self-evident, that one of the* most a territory producing a gross revenue 

formidable perils to which any state can of I 00,000, in payment of a net subsidy 
be exposed is, the disorder ami disallec- of7o,oO,0(K). To persons who are not 
tion of its military ])ovver. And, here, acquainted with the enormous civil and 
jMr. L. reiniudetl the house of the experi- military expenditure, in collecting the re- 
ciice which the British gownimcitt had venues under a Mussulman government, 
ac(]nired of the services of similar troops, this amount of cession, in gross revenue, 
ill their early wars againgl the French, in might appear exoibitant. It happened • 
the Carnatic. lie hud the authority of however, that a slatefticnt u[)on the table 
that accurate and elegant historian, Orme, of this house casts considerable light upon 
ior declaring, that they were an obstruc- this question.—From tin; statement, corn- 
tlou, rather than an auxiliary, to that sue- pilccl by Mr. (r. Johnstone, and entered at 
cess, which after an arduous struggle of the end of the minutes of evidence on 
lilKcn years, finally croviaiid the Brttish the Oude cliargo, it appears that the gross 
arms. Without trespassing iijiim .the revenues of f)ude amounted to2,21,70,000, 
time of the house, by referring to particu- From this gross revenue the vizier receiv-' 
itir instances of their misconduct, it should ed into his treasury at Lucknow only 
never be forgotten,*that at a moment of *9(3,05,000. After discharging the com- 
the utmost emergence in the company's pany's subsiily of 7(3,00,000, there rc- 
afiairs, when Trichinopoly was closely maincid a balance from the whole of his 
besieged by an irnineiise confederated dominions of 20,03,000 : out of which he 
force,'the troops of Mahomed Ally closed had to pay great part of his Oude 
their career of service by going over to establishment, a large pojiion of^he Hag- 
the enemy in mid-day, having previously goory troops, rc pairs of forts, military 
stipulated with cajitain Cope, the*com- stores, public buildings, besides contin- 
inandant of Trichino]>oly, that he would gent balances arising from calamities of 
not fire upon them as Ihcy Tuarched oil’, season, or extraordinary disorders in the' - 
To this he readily consented. If ing hearti-i country. Mr, L. had nq douHt, that these 
ly rejoiced to get rid of so ^‘’ngcrous an several items would completely absorb 
incumbrance.—tfe services this balance, and leavtf tl^ nabob wdlhout 
which might have been expected from the means defraying any additional 
the military of Oude, had Zeniaun Shah force, even from the revenues of all hfs. ^ 
invaded the province, or hac^The French- dominions.—By the cession or one half 
Mahratta forces been let loose upon the of his territories, in lieu of every posMble " 
couutjy. Their rq|!ik’tiun w as demanded, claim on the part of the company, ho ro^ 
not less by policy tlmn bty treaty, and the tallied the other half free from ali«inoutn- 
vizies w^as bound, ity seventh clause,^ brance, and was therefore, pecuniarily hi 
to pay the.^*f>Jnce of the company's abater situation than he was before he* 
troops ihtrodneed into his cx)untry. But piaJe this*cession. In confirmalion thb 
he tailed to make good, this payment; reasoning, Mr. Lushington called the at- 
therje ii^ccuned arf arrear of twciuy-twty vtenlidn of the* house to the evidence 



‘ PARL DEBATES^ March 15, 1B08,— C^iu& ^n^arquit Wellesley — [1136 


the ewn officer, major Ousc‘k?y, 

.who declared, in ihc presence of par- 
that ^ the nabob is i\m happy 
‘ * contipDtcd, eased of a burthen ] A' 

^ part of country continually open to 
** the Seiks and Mahrattas ; his splendor, 

* furniture, and houses, in a state infinitely 
^ niore magnificent then tlVey were before; 

* for he has more opportunity of knowing 
' what funds he cun bestow on these 

* things/ Such was the desciiption given 
by major Ouseley of the nabob*s actual 
C 9 ndition: and the house would readily 
perceive that it was very different from 
that of a victim weighed down by op¬ 
pression. Indeed, the conduct of the 
vijiier,. since that cession, had nianifesled 
an increased confidence, rather, than any 
sense of injury or distrust of our goveyS 
ment.—Mr, Lushington then proccedee to'* 
make some remarks upon the speech of 
an iipneurable member below hihi (Mr. 
Jphnstone) who had asserted, that all the 
concurring evidence before the house, 
confirming the disorder and decay of the 
revenues of Oude, is not founded in truth; 
^nd tliat those revenues arc in a state of 
greater prosperity ^han the revenues of 
Bengal, or even of the conijiany's most 
fertile district Eeniiros. In illustiation 
of this assertion, the hon. number'"had 
tread a statement, cavefuUy prepared, 
pf thcnnmher of square miles in the pro¬ 
vince of Oude, of Bengal, and Benares, 
and comparing the revenues of the'*e se¬ 
veral districts with the number of miles, 
he discovered that, for every square mile' 
in Bengal, that there is a revenue of 32/.: 
do. Ben«irea, 40/. lOv.: do. Oude, 61/. 10#.: 
tliat it was therefore quite clear that (>iide 

^ more flourishing state than Bengal 
or |if iia?ps. Mr, Lushington wguv perfect- 
W astonished at this statement. Did not 
the honourable member know, that culti¬ 
vation and populatiim were the sources of 
yevenne, and not thq number of barren 
equnra mi Ins ? Great part of Bengal was 
occupied by forests and jungles. It might 
with as much rvas%n be contended, that 
AfnqnQai having more square miles than 
^eat B*l*4in, ought to produce more re- 
If this be the sort of knowledge 
wbH!h the Honourable member possessed 
of India, Mr. Lushington was happy that 
his infigmtybioo of its revenues was of a 
very dilfiteiit nat ure. He wouW not, how- 
"^ver, trespass upon the patience ofithis 
by Enlarging more upon this calcu.; 

same hon. member (Mr. John- 
who resided for somb time in tsviia,« 


had also stated, that the fear of invasion 
from /cmaun Shah w^as an annual alarm ; 
Mid that, after a particular reason of lb's 
year, passed away, and was^m/ more 
heard of. It might be very well for that 
honourable member sitting in security in 
this house, to treat this danger with deri¬ 
sion ; bat Mr. L. was not satisfied to form 
his judgment of this peril upon tlie present 
iadhierence of the hon. member’s feel¬ 
ings. He chose rather to refer to the opi¬ 
nion of sir James Craljj, who commandetl 
upon* the frontier on tiiat occasion : and 
who, that is acquainted with the fortitude 
of that officer’s mind, could believe him 
more likely to be influenced by a ground¬ 
less apjirehension than the honourable 
member, Mr. Johnstone } That gallant 
officer gave it as liis opinion, at that dan¬ 
gerous moment, that an army of 20,000 
men w4s necessary to repel what the hon. 
member was pleased to call an idle alarm: 
and, far from fhinking Zemaun Shah wjk 
not likely to comjdete his expedition, he 
apprehended^ liis army might reac h the 
frontier before he was in condition to re¬ 
ceive him ; he fpared that, by the celerity 
of his inarch, Zemaun Shah might antici¬ 
pate our preparations. — Mr. Lushington 
here read sir James (Vaig’s letters upon 
this sul)ject ; and he begged particul.ir 
attention of the house to the first sentence, 
becituse it W’ss too descriptive of the pre¬ 
sent disgraceful condition of this country, 
—Extract of a letter from sir James Craig. 
K. B. to the governor-general, inarqnu 
Wellesley, dated 13fh Oct. 1708. ^ They 
^ are quarrelling amoUg themselves at 
' Delhi, without seeming much to think of 
‘ the danger with which they are threat- 
' ened. The Attock is but about 400 ro's 
from Delhi; a space that may, with the 
' utmost case, be marched in six weeks, 
^ and'that without adverting at all to the 

* celerity with which the Shah’s army i'- 
' reported tp move. If (and it is no very 

* iniffrohah^ supposition), despising the 
^ Seiks, vvhosp behaviour, in 1706, was no- 

* wise such as cause to hold 

' them in high estimation, the Shah should 
^ adopt a bold step, and, leaving a corps 
« of troops*tfl^keep them in awe, he^should 

* move on with rapidity, in the viqw of 
^ anticipating the ^l^attas at Delhi, he 
^ may he there lin V time that I almost 
/tremble to ihink oJk It is not i^vierly 

* impossible, my lord, anti- 

< cipate our pi^epararions.—-I know dot 

* what to say with respect to the ^ahob’s 

* iro.ops: I would bc^coutent tlAt they 
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should bp useless, but I dread tUoir being 

* dangerous. Unless some step is taken 
' with regard to them, 1 should be almost 

* asSniwillJng to leave them behj^ me, as 
^ 1 snould he t(j leave a fortress of the 
^ enemy. The nabob is highly unpopular, 

^ and, of all his subjects, I believe he 

* would least expect attachment from his 
^ army.’—31st (>ct.— ^ With respect to 

* his troops, he (tlie nabob) at oncef and 
' repeatedly^ declared, that we must not 
‘ think of deriving the smallest assistance 
^ from them;—that his army coiAd «iot be 
' dcp(;iKled on for any of their services. 

' I ventured to ask, why he flid not dis- 
f band them ; to which he made no an- 
‘ swer. The* nabob seemed to be under 
^ considerable apprehensions with respect 
f to Hhe Rohillahs, who, he repeatedly 
'said, he had no doubt would tafke upi 
' arms the moment they could think them- 

« selves sure of support, by the Shah*s ap- 
' proacli. If it would be possible to en- 

* sure the Rohillahs' crossing the river, 

' and joining the Shah, m«yL;h as the cir- 
' cumstance would weigh in the addition 
' of strength that it would give him, the 
'mischief would nevertfieless be trifling, 

' compared to that which they may cause 
' by assembling in our rear, and iMvagin^ 

' these provinces.' Such, sir, was sir 
Ji^ines Craig's opinion of the lion, mem¬ 
ber's annual alarm : and jvho, tliaP had 
ever read or heard of tiic murdering,car¬ 
nage w hich attended the former incursions 
into Hindostan, but must turn with horror 
from the recollecticvi. Were the Afghans 
of the present day less ferocipus, or less 
accustomed to the work of blood, than tiie 
Persian, were at the perlf)ds alluded to ? 
or, was tlie brother who succeeded Zemaun 
Shah likely to be more merciful than his 
jjredeccssor ? The passions of hum^n 
nature w'ere the same in all age*; and 
when the government over them was pre¬ 
cisely of the same description, tiiey would 
be demonstrated by similar action^•under 
similar temptations. And here, a passage 
from history, desi;ri>>ij[ig the effects of 
such barbarous invasions, occurs to his 
memory. ^ Wherever the invaders march- 
' ed, their route was marked with blood. 

* They ravaged or destro^fed all around 

* th'fem ; they made «o distinction between 
.' what was sacreef ^d what was profane ; 

^ th^ respected n/ age, or sex, or rank^: 
' the more feiftjjo'^ and populous province's 
'^vere. fouverted into deserts, in whicii 
‘ were scattered the ruins of vi)Uges and 
‘ citie4 th^t »ff^de4sb^t«r a few miae- 
VOL^X. 


‘ rabli inhabitantSi whom chance had pre- 
' served, or the sword of the enemy, 

‘ wearigd with destroying, had spared.'—- 
•What, sir, Were the teinptatioais which the 
stafte of Oude held out to Zernaun Shah at 
this period The house had the autho- ^ 
rity of the nabob hiiiiself fur saying, that 
^ the organisa^pion of the circar (state), 

' which had, for a long period of time, 

^ bee^ very loose and confused, was in the 
" last degree ineflectivc and irregular:* 
that 'tlie approaching failure of the re- 
' sources w^as to be^ascribed to the preca- 
* rious realisation of the revenues, and to 
' the declining assets of the country:' and 
thafr^ for years past, the administration 
‘ of allairs in this country has been in a 
' state ofdi'iorJer.’—Did this state of Oude 
ofler ito temptation to the Afghans in their 
UVeatened expedition ?—The hon. mem¬ 
ber (Mr. Jolni'^tone) had given it as his 
opiAiofi to lliis house, that the number of 
40,000 Mahratta troops, commanded by a 
Frenph oflicer (Perron), and having nearly 
.300 officer’s under his command, might as 
w^ell have been called an English as a 
French force. iMr. Lushington liad never . 
heard a more absufd proposition. Flad 
that hon. member, then, yet to learn the 
dispooilibn of a Frenchmati's mind ? Did 
he‘not know that, in every dime and 
country, he was bent upon the destruction 
of our pow'er and interests ; and that, such • 
\^;as the inalianity of his hatred, he w'ould 
bury even tins happy land itself beneath 
that wave ^vhere he now flees from our 
cannon.—It had been asserted in a former 
ii.glit/s debate (by an hon. director, Mr. 
Cirant), that the foreign and internal policy 
of lord.Wellesley iiad been equally erro¬ 
neous ; that it had desiroVecI the 
I d§nce of surrounding spates, alienated the 
afiections of our native subjects, and placed 
our powder in greater danger than at the 
tune ot lord Wellesley's arrival in India. 

In replying to tbcae extraordinary asser¬ 
tions, Mr. L. w ished to ask, at wdiat |>^riod 
wo had enjoyed the conhdence of surround¬ 
ing states ? ' Did w e *:var possess the con¬ 
fidence of.Tippoo, or his father Hyder 
Ally ? llad*tlie Mahrattas ever reposed 
ill ^security, that w’c regarded only , our 
commercial pursuits? Did Ni^ahi^cUd 
Dowlah, at any period, feel disposed to 
trust to us? Was there any thipg in the 
nature of our possession in India calculatfi'd 
to conciliate the confidence of surrounding 
.suies? . Was not the w hole derive^J from, 
conquest; and w as it not clear, that when- 
, ev^H uur energy should xclaix, or uumn 
4 D 
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of <Jiurpower be disturbecfi 'Nature, rising 
' up, will claim her original rights, and 
' destroy an unjust usurpation — Jis the 
best reply‘Hhat Mr. Lushin^ton coi^Id 
make to the .unfounded statement of tne 
c hon. director, he would here briefly ex¬ 
plain to the house \\ hat had been the policy 
of marquis Wellesley ; he siiould speak on 
this subject with a confidence inspired by 
local knowledge of India, a^id a particular 
acquaintance with his lord.shipis pnnciples 
and' intentions upon his arrival in that 
coiyitry, having held the situation of pri¬ 
vate secretary to the governor of Fort St. 
George at that period. No nrau in that 
house, whatever might be his humanity, 
could more anxiously deprecate the neces¬ 
sity of calling the army into the field, than 
lord Wellesley did. The humane fe'olingji 
of his mind would, at all times, lead hirfi 
to resort to this extremity with the most 
bitter anguish ; but at this period ‘it iias 
particularly to be dreaded, in consoqu€»nce 
ol' tlie embarrassed state of our finances. 
He had, however, no choice rhls lord- 
ship saw', with a prophet’s eye, the furies 
, of w'ar brooding upon the mountains oT the 
Balagaut, pregnant ‘‘with destruction to 
our power, and with niisery to the unof¬ 
fending people of the Carnatic. To guard 
against this calamity, there was a fancied 
balance of the powers of Ti|>poo Sultaun, 
of the Nizjim, the ATahrattas and the Com¬ 
pany ; but there was this remarkahJe ciu- 
cum^lance in this balanced power, that we 
were always sure to have the most jinwer- 
ful member of it against us.—This balance 
of power was established by lord (’oin- 
wallis; but there was established, at tlie 
same time, the inevitable causoy of its 
^»fte.'jruction. In wrt.sting from Tippoo, 
in the ye^ir ITiJC?, one-liaif of ly^ domj- 
nions, we secured the implacable Jiatnid 
of that prince, and every eflbrl of his 
power and malignity to eonibinc for our 
destruction. In hivonring tlie e.stublish- 
inent®of FrciU'h olhctis in the ^oubali of 
the Dcklian, we cherished a liostlle force, 
whicli usurped Uie ^ government of the 
Nizam, and held the powder, that state 
n‘ady to combine w'itli Tippoo in subvert¬ 
ing «very object of the triple alliance. 

—Such was the state of India at the 
time of lorcj Wellesley’s arrival. Tippoo 
was theajJ^ttatiiig at what moment he 
shuguld. olwy the calamities o£ war iixfo 

f peaceful vales of the Carnatic; this 
l^ary malignity inflamed almost ie- 
his own bearing, by the loss of 
his dominions eonquerbd from fcim 
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by lord Cornwallis. There was a French 
force controuling the council.s of the dek¬ 
han ; a corps officered by Renchij on 
in the Vvice of Scindiah w&s,ya.^pos- 
se.ssion of the person of the Mogul, the 
imperial city of Delhi, and the fortress of 
-Agra; whilst Buonaparte, with a French 
army in possession of Egypt, had declared 
that India was hi.'^ ultimate object. At 
this Grgent moment the wdse iiolicy of 
lord Wellesley embraced the jnteres'ts i)f 
his counti;v in Europe as well as in Asia ; 
and the vital principle which animated it 
was this,—that British India should assist 
us in resisting the overwhelming domina¬ 
tion of France. Pursuing this principle 
with undaunted firmness, he subverted 
that French influence atllydrabad, which 
we before bad cherished; and he‘de¬ 
stroyed the powder of Tippoo, w hose hatn d 
had been inflamed beyond the hope of 
change. He rescued the person and the 
city of the legitimate sovereign of Hindos- 
tan from the possession of France, and he 
drove Iwck thv''Mahrattas to their prOj>cr 
boundaries, expelling all French influ¬ 
ence from their councils and armies. 
Such have been tfie most prominent mea¬ 
sures of the noble lord’s external policy, 
hi contemplating his internal policy, it . 
would be fpund that hus sagacity hacf not 
been less conspicuous, or his success h .ss 
lieneftcial to hi,s country. Lord Welles¬ 
ley found the company under engagements 
to protect the native princes against all 
their enemies, with no srciuity that the ex- 
' peaces necessary to defray this jirotection 
would, in case of emergence, be availabh; 
to tlie company''. The past history of our 
transactions in India demonstrated to him. 
that it was vain to rely on the mutinous 
rabble, the uncertain and unwilling re¬ 
sources of those princes in a period of 
w ar. Hence he availed himself of every 
occasion to commute the subsidy, paya¬ 
ble by those princes, for territorial posses¬ 
sion, ih ^veiy practicable in.stance; and 
assuredly^^ there was no other basis of 
strength, confideiiiee: and peace, to Great 
Britain in India.—^Thus having explained 
to the bouse his sentiments upon some of 
tho'ie points ‘of the foreign and internal 
policy of' lorn Wellesley in India Which 
had keen unjustly celp^rcd; J)lr. Lush- 
ington w ould detain taem but a few mo- 
ijients longer, in statinV the effects of^that 
administration upon our wwh countrymen 
there, and upon our native subjects, 
the period of his service in India, which 
was during thc*administi^ation of th^ noble 
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lord, his power and vigilance pervaded 
ever}\mrt of the government in all our 
p6esessi(\s. Every servant of the com pa- 
Jiy^^nmcjrer isolated or difTicyjit'his situa-' 
lion, however remote from the seat of go¬ 
vernment, felt that its c/re and influence 
matched over his person and proceedings. 
The harmony and vigour which animated 
every department of the state, prev^inted 
any serious consequences from the*ambi- 
fion of tho domestic rebel, or the intrigues 
of foreign enemies—evils to which-every 
government was liable. In these ftie mass 
of the people, and our seapoys in particu¬ 
lar, took no part; but beheld with satis¬ 
faction an united government calling Ibrtft 
its energies to repress these evils, and 
sulyequently acknowledged its justice irk 
repairing the injuries arising from thestf| 
accidental causes.—But what a’changS 
had succeeded! a system of accusation 
and unfounded suspicion at home had 
relaxed the vigilance and undermined the 
power of the governments abroad, and had 
infused doubt and distracption wlicre the 
noble marquis had established confidence 
and strength. In addition to this, an ab¬ 
surd fanatit'ism seeking to change that 
religion which an almighty Power l^ul 
sidicied to subsist for so many ages, 
unhurt by the sanguinary power of the^ 
nuissulman, or the disgusting bigotry of 
roman-catholic zealots, hsid been used as 
a pretext to loosen the allegiance of our 
native subject.^, and to alienate the aflec- 
lions of our native seapoys. Kvei'y set¬ 
tlement, and ever^^battalion, in India, sa\^ 
'with indignation liim whom they liad re¬ 
garded, and proclaimed to his ungrateful 
country, as an example of public honour 
and exalted service, the selected object ol 
slander and accusation in this country : 
and Mr. L. affirmed, from communications 
with India, that the most meritorious ser¬ 
vants of the company knew not by what 
rules or motives to regulate their conduct; 
—their spirit and emulation. foiMided upon 
the coiHciousness of their,virtues and ta¬ 
lents, had been nearly •extinguished by 
this national disgrace.—He trusted how¬ 
ever, that there was yet tirnc to correct 
this evil. He had the g^^atest reliance 
oil the elevated sentiments of the public 
servants ift India# be knew with what joy 
they will hail that \v\tesposition of wisdom 
in this houso^ which by'the act of justi«c 
about to be performed to the nobk* lord 
tfiis night, should reassure their confi-, 
dence* and re-establisk our strength in 
IndiaL The smallest reflection upon thtf 
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natid-e of that strength, ought to check 
that desperate folly which seemed to de¬ 
light jn distracting the functions, and in 
cUapidating the authority, of our govern¬ 
ment ; and which, if suffered to proceed 
in its present caree^-, would precipitate the, 
calamitous period of British India. Be¬ 
fore Mr. L. toncluded, he intreated the 
house to consider what had been the con¬ 
dition of Brithh India at this exigent mo¬ 
ment,\y hen the union of France, Russia, and 
Persia threatened our empire with invasion, 
if the implacable hatred of Tippoo.had 
still animated the power of Mysore—if tho 
soubali of the Dekhaii had still been under 
fhfe controul of a Fr'ench force—Il’Fronch- 
I Mahratta troops had still hung in defiance 
upon our unprotected frontier—if the do¬ 
minions of Oude had still been filled 
with 63,000 disorderly di^affet ted soldiers 
—and if wc had still relied, for the sup¬ 
port bf our ow n army, upon the r(*sources 
of‘a state in the last stage of weakness 
and. decay.— Mr. Lushingtoii could not 
reflect upon the events which had remov¬ 
ed these mighty dangers, without a mind 
filled willi gratitude to the noble marquis 
a gratitude founded on {mblic affection 
alone for the only favour he had ever 
sought from the noble lord was perempto¬ 
rily refused: it was refused, however, from 
such public motives, that lie could not but 
respect the principle of the denial. The** 
house migln, therefore, be assured, that 
the opinion^ which Mr. Lushington had 
taken the libert\^ of stating to them, were 
tile unfeignetl feelings of his mind, and that 
he should be at all times prepared to avow 
and to vei ify them. He trusted however, 
that the cloud which had too long obscured ^ 
the great and splendid services 
HoblcHfird, would now. be dispelled; and 
that a day of justice and retribution would 
succeed a long night of darkness and ig¬ 
norance. ' 

Sir Ha// observed, that tike 

charge before the hoqse was defeefive in 
one very important circumstance which 
seemed to have cscape(>observatioii. Lord 
\Velledey»i^charged with having greatly ' 
injured an individual; but this individual 
has never complained. Saadut Ali, the 
nabob of Oude, has sent no remonstrance 
to the British government, though that 
measure w^as suggested to him .by a per- ^ 
son vvhonindertook to become Ins agufUl, 
aid he rejected the propo.srd /o^o. ^It 
irmy, indeed, be alledged, tltat tlus con¬ 
duct was the result of fear, lord Welles^ 
Unbeing tflen in power ; but soon 
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wards the itrai^uis came home, ancf the j between Lucknow and Calcutta d/Jring 
pqlHm of India assuming a new face, 1 the negotiation which ended im tile ar- 

' rangemenl of JSOl, he had met wM 
Very ampl^confirmalions of the. 


fhe,nabob could have been at qo hss for 
frieOdii to nrg^ his stiit and bring forwarjl 
his^remonstl^n•3e, had he really thought 
• hinaself injured. But fthe truth is, if we 
may trust the evidence delivered at the 
bar of this house, that Saiefut AH had no 
inclinatiun to complain, nor any cauRe of 
complaint. It is true, thatthe territory 
over which he seemed to reign t^as»gieat- 
ly curtailed ; its extent being reduegd, in 
facM to one lialf, and rfiat much against 
his inclination at the moment; but tiie 
circumstances of the^ transaction were 
such as to add greatly to his comfort; for 
being relieved from the burden of a heavy 
tribute, and from the cxpence of ryain- 
taining a great array, his net annual in¬ 
come was left as gre»t, at least as before, 
being to the amount of l,200,000f. ^st^r- 
iing yearly, free from all charges, and 
perfectly at his own disposal.—Ilis polui- 
cal consequence may seem to have Keen 
impaired; bufc^he had, in re.ilily,*nothing 
political to lose. The documents before 
<h^ house sufficiently^prove that the na¬ 
bob of Oude, as well as all these pro¬ 
tected princes of India, possess o,Mly an 
apparent sovereignty; that they have 
been raised to this elevated station by us 
merely to serve our own purpose, to over- 
awe the native.s, and to facilitate the col¬ 
lection of the revenues; that without the* 
assistance of our military foicc thc.se 
princes could not maintain their stati<m 
for a single month ; that though treaties 
have been entered into with them worded 
in the language usu.illy employed between 
p equa l ami indepe ndent states, the.>crseem, 
^*Dy*tlriutu'aI understanding, to have been 
considered nugjrtory, and ha^* beeit 
disregarded by every successive governor- 
general, whenever they stood in the* way 
of the public service.—Some veiy'strik- 
ing anecdotes, slated in evidenc e by ma¬ 
jor Ouselcy, shew dearly tliat Saadiit AH 
hlmaelf, after the first shock was over, 
Vvhich his pride untlcjrVent during the ar¬ 
rangement at Lucknow, saw t^ie matter in 
the same light. These anecdotes prove, 
not only tivat he acquiesced, but that Ke 
acquiesced cheerfully in all that had been 
settled. Jf»ir Jamc.s II. stated that wdth no 
‘bias in ftK^ur of the noble marquis^ he 
had feU liimself called upon to*1 00 k, fof 
the first tlm<i, into the afhiirs of India, In 
order lu form ;m impartial judgrrieui cm 
^ i questiuu before the housci Jn exain- 
^ the secret correspondeiice carried^ 


ble opinion, entertained by the public, of 
loi'd Wellesley’s'talents; and he found at 
the same time, what the public voice had 
not led him to expect, that m carrying 
througji the.se measures wdth firmness and 
sometimes with severity, the marquis 
never lo.st sight of wh^it coulvl tend to 
conciHatioii; that w hen the point.s, e.sscii- 
tial to tne public .service, were gamed, he 
exerted himself strenuously and effect ual- 
!•' in rendering the cliaugc.s palatable to 
Ae nabob himself, to lus familjr, his no¬ 
bles, and his disbanded army. So for 
4‘herefore from having iiicuned hlam’erby 
Vis conduct in Oude, lord Wellesley ap¬ 
peared to, have a double claim to the 
thanks of his coimtry, by achieving the 
most arduous public services, and by, at 
the same time, healing those w^ounds 
which great piolitical changes and revolu¬ 
tions, however * beneficial to the public, 
seldom fail to inflict on individuals. 

Lord Casilereagh thought the question 
now' before the house of such importance, 
as/o interest the feelings of every member. 
The chief object of the resolutions moved 
by a noble lord was’to impeach a distin- 
guishcil character not in that house. The 
noble marquis \fho w'as the object of these 
resolutions, had received great honours, 
lioth from his majesty, from his country, 
and from the court of dirjsctors, for the very 
.same conduct which it was now wished to 
make the ground of parliamentary censure. 
Tlie noble marquis was charged wdth 
crimes of no coniinon magnitude, he wan 
cliarged w ith lyraimy, breach of treaty, 
and contributing to throw a stigma of re¬ 
proach upon the British character. Tliese 
were charges wdiich he bedieved were en¬ 
tirely unfounded in truth, and incapable 
of proc^fi fie con.sidcred the noble mar¬ 
quis had alright now to expect the deci¬ 
sion <jf the houfMi. jj'he busine.ss had al¬ 
ready been 'J yeafs under discussion. He 
did not mean, however, to say that any 
unneces.sary dulay had taken place. The 
papers couneclr^d wdlh the biisiness*\yere 
so voluinnious, they required a considor- 
ablc lAigth of time to \c^got in^•eaclinfess, 
and the house could not be called upon to 
tltt evidenc‘d, till they haddiad time* to 
canvaSs and examine it. Gentleman on 
liio other side of the house seemed to luis- 
take the real situfitioii ©f the priiifce of 
fJude. ' They considered him 
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pletelyJndepe^dent of this country. But, I Mv*R^ert Thorttim said, he could not 
this th^ fact. He was a protect- in all points in this question, join speakers 

ed uflder the protection of j on either sjde. He would'endea^vour to 

G. Brt^?Ih.| the treaty cow^iided by rex^ress his private stSsiytinienfi upon the 
sir John Sborv) 0. BritainJnad a right to question, in as few words* as possible, 
interfere wltln the intcrnfel concerns of When the noble maaquis went to India, as ’ 
Oude; ii/all the proceedings of mar- governor-general, the yearly revenue 
quisWellv^^p^, there wt \5 nothing contrary amounted to f, 000 , 000 /. when he left-'it, 
to existing stipulations, which had been the revenue amounted to 15,000,000/. 
said respectii^g encreasiitg the sufisidy This was doubring the revenue certainly, 
paid to this ^puntrj; : but he found nothing but it wiis iteccssary also to look to the 
ill this particularly applicable to the i^oblc increa,sc of debt during the time of his 
marquis. Since the year 177.S, to the governorship. When he went to India, 
year 1798, alterations had iieen made the debt owing by the company amounted 
seven limes in the amount of subsidy paitk to 10 , 000 , 000 /..when he left it the debt 
•by the nabob.oi‘Oude. In the year 1773,^ asiountod to 30,000,000/. This w^as, he 
he .paid yciirly the sum of 300,000/. and I must say, a vast encreasc of debt in a few 
in the year 179S, lie paid the increased | years. As to cession of tern lory in the 
yearly sum of 900,000/. But geiijlemen^ form of subsidy, this he thought justifiable, 
would observe, that the expenco/meurred or otherw ise, accor(!4ng to ttve manner in 
by the company in defence of the province, w'h;ch^ the cession was made. But he 
had also of lute years greatly increased, thought cession of territory most unjustifi- 
Tle coiisltlcred the defence of Oude, and able, if contrary to the sacredness of treaty, 
of our East indi'a possessions, as one and the The^(»blc marquis could not, he was sor- 
same tiling. When marquil Wellesley ar- 1 * 3 ^ to say’, be complimented on his having 
1 ived in lndia,he wrote the court of diroctors follow ed the example of our most gracious 
the plan of the ( ondiui he meant to fol- sovereign, in imitatigg him in noble gene- * 
low. Tills letter lay upon their table ; rosity and moderation towards weaker 
and if the court had disapproved of his powers ^ and, however he might approve 
• intentions, wu>uld it not have been bm of ,the war with Tippoo, he could not but 
justice both to themsel'ves and to the noble^Si'ondeiiin the conduct of the noble marquis 
marquis, immediately to have senj him in violating the treaty of Oude. It had 
notice. The miseries w hich have e.xisted been asserted, that the vizier w as frequent- * 
in our East India settlements,he considered ly dnmk, and was incapable of taking 
to have sprung In a gia-at measure from any proper managennent; but he would 
pecuniary subsidies, of wdiieh he eom- assert that'the noble marqais also had 
pletely disapprovetf. Territorial subsidies been drunk w ith ambition, and ought to 
he considered much less oppressive in their be checked, Ikwv ever much he might ad- 
eilect. The company had at the present mire the extraordinary talents of the mar- 
lime, d 9,000 men for the defence of Ben- quis oil many occasions, lu which he de-^^ 
gal, and 40,000 in the Doab, or on the served commendation. 
banks of the CaiigeR, for the defence of * On a'^cry of question, MT. Biddulph 
Oude. Objections had been stated to our moved the adjournment of the debate till 
iiitroducingtroopsintoOude, as if contrary Friday. Several observations were then 
to treaty; however, the papers before the ’made‘by different members, and lijr, 
house shewed that it was not so. main- Whitbread remarked, that jhe \vas ^oiTy • 
tained that the nabob of Oudtf was in a to see the temper of the house so inimical 
bettor situation now than ^before the late to listening to hishon. friend who had just 
arrangements. His doritinion was fixed, sat down, as he would Iiave thrown great 
and the subsidy payable to the company light on thTetransactions of India; but he 
was not^tfSble to be intrearjed by contin- was determined to oppose the adjourn.^ 
genqiiy. He concluded, Jay §nying, ment. The Speaker then put the motion f 
thought some of th|; resolutions moved fiir on the division, there were 37 for and 19^ 
by the mft)le loitl so mu<J\ like to*truth, against thot. motion. On entering the 
and some of so frivoloiu? a nature, he should house wcTound Mr. Sheridan bft his legs, 
wish to get rkl of them,'not by a negati'v^, sf^ting, tfiat he understood, that 
but by jnoving the previous question"* The thfc original debate, a very eSfetraordinary 
last resolution, however, be considered ex-* motion of thanks was to^be propdied by 
tremely objectioijgible; «nd would give it an ^on. friegd, to the marquis W^UesIev. 
his native. * * TliJ[ w*hole he had heard in defenc\ of tfJe 
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noblf, did not appear to Mm to 

web a measure; and more parti- 
Cttlitflv so at this period of t^he^nigkt, as it 
W^Uf occas'iion the cwhole grounds of tj^e 
Oi^t^ate to be again gone over. 

,! J/)rd Milton said the house ought to be 
cl^utioiis how it gave its censure or thanks; 
it was to be remarked, that it was consi¬ 
dered to be the policy of our government, 
and also that of the £ast Ihdiu Company 
to look to commerce, and no; tojthe ac¬ 
quisition of territory; on this ground he 
would give his vote. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he was astonished 
at the conduct of tlie friends of lord Wel¬ 
lesley, who had rested their defence upon 
the policy of the noble marquis, and not 
qpon the treaty. The injustice wa^ too 
strong to forego examination. I'or what 
was the case? Lord# Cornwallis had left 
our possessions in India in a flourjshpig 
state. The noble marquis bad, by his 
conduct, destro^^ed what lord Cornwallis 
had eflectcd, and had left the country in 
the greatest distress. So much so, that 
had some bullion not arrived at the same 
ftime with his lordship, when he went again 
to resume the command, there would have 
beqn no .funds for the exigencies, of the 
state, nor money to pay the troops, fje 
contended that we had viol.ated the treaty 
of Oude, as by that treaty we had ac¬ 
knowledged the independence of that 
country, and could not, without injustice", 
seize upon the territory. He would go 
the full length of the Re^oluticJn, and the 
motion upon it. 

Earl defended marquis Wellesley 

from the unfounded calumnies circulated 
against him. tje compared his udmiiiis- 
•^rtflion with that of marquis Coniwalli.s 
and lord ¥eignmouth, in order show 
that they all interfered alike, and consii- 
dered Oude as dependent upon the com¬ 
pany. He would not only vote against 
. the Kesolution^ but for the motion of sir J. 
AnstrUther. . • 

Mr. Morvk acknowledged that the 
ti*eaty W'as violated, t)Ut asserted it was 
owing to the failure of tlie nabob to pay 
his kists; he would therefore vote against 
the Resolutions. * 

Lord Folkestone denied that ever the 
itabob failed in his payment, jand replied 
' lo the ar|^ents on tfiat side at coit^ide- 

ouse, then divided, | 


F»r the Resolution 
Against it - - 

y . Majority 


- 31 

- 182 




Astell, \V. W^ 

Babinge^ Thomas Maflock^ 

Brand, Milton, ''oiri ■ 

Bordetf, sir F\ Sherid.^^1, K. B. 

Byn<;, George ^ Smitli,(George 
Campbell, lord J. South, Wiiit.*' 
Caveiidisli, lord G. Snui v, lV,;i£rL*’ 
Cavendish, G. li. C. 'i hclussoii, George 
Coihbe, Ilnrvey C. 'fhornton, Robert 
Fitzgerald, M. Tracey, iba/nhury 

Grant, Charles Tifrlon, sir T. 
Howcrtl", II. Wharton, John 

Hughes, Wni. L# Whitbread, Samuel 
Johnstone, <iL*orge Ti I’ers. 

( f J.ambioii, R. J. Folbcstone, loid 

[ Lloyd, sir Kdward Cretvevy'I'hoinas 
Sir John Anslmther then moved, “ That 
it appears to this hou.se, that the manijuis 
^Wellesley, in carrying into execution the 
late arrangements in Oude, was actuated 
by an ardent zeal for the public service, 
and by the desire of providing more ef¬ 
fectually for the prosperity, the defence, 
and the safety of the British territories in 
India.^' 

On this motion the house divided. 

For the Resolution.180 

Against it.29 

/-• Majority..151 


HOUSE OF LOr.DS. 

March lb. 

Oanr.iis in Council Bill.] The order of 
the day w'as read for resuming the ad¬ 
journed debate on the motion of lord 
V^renvillc, for rejecting the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil bill. 

Lord having on a former ev en¬ 

ing stated his reasons fur moving the re¬ 
jection of this bill, declined again urging 
thQui, but trusted to the indulgence of 
their lo|;dships to allow him to reply to 
any arguments that might be urged in the 
course of the debate. 

hovd^Haiekciiburij objected to the strict¬ 
ness of cmistruction given to the Standing 
Order by the* noble lord, on a former 
evening, and contended, that the practice 
of the house was in direct opposition to 
the principles^urged Oy the nobiv-^ lord in 
support of his jpotion. His lordship^uo- 
ted several precedents^iri support ol this 
proposition, some of tlieici in thl reign of 
queen Anne, soon ^fter the passing of the 
0%*der; some in the beginniing of the reftgn 
of hib* present majesty, and others of re- 
•cent date, consisting of Bills of Aid and 
{Supply, which c^ntaine^ clauses eilhor 
hot necessary to the object of the bill, or 
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tbreis^n to and <J feVing from the pnrp<^se 
orthc\ill, anc^ \ h ch were, notwithstand¬ 
ing agrcM to ii\hat house. One instance 
he Qpitedjvp., t/e Actforc^dng into 
elihcHlie Joi^ur :ial France, 

on which a fmn of rffcction on the 
Staiuling Ord/:r' moved in that house, 
and nega'*'Vf'r*% ^ the Annual Malt Bill, 
and in thr; insB'bu.np act passed in 1803, 
clauses were contained foreign to •their 
purpose. ‘ Ills lordship cnteied into a de¬ 
tail of thesvi precedents, for the purpose 
of proving the practice of the h^us^ to be 
in o[)j»osition to the noble lord’s construe- 
tlon of the Order; and then \fent througl| 
those clauses of the Bill to which oh)ec\| 
tions had hc?‘n taken, contending, that in 
no instance* could they be considered as 
hrhfging the bill ultliinthe meaning of 
the Order. Most of the clauses o4 j *(:tc(l^ 
to \A(ire, in his opinion, evidently growing 
out of the bill, as a bill of Aid and Supply ; 
and ith respect to the limitation of ac¬ 
tion, on which most stress had been laid, 
he denied, tliat it at all ctmtainej an in- 
deiTinlty for issuing the Orders in Oouncil; 
and that the question of legality might 
.still be tried, althoiiml this clause was 
agreed to. lie uiged, that it would he 
unjust to apjily the Oi^dtM* to this hill, ^ ^ 
ter a contuiucd jivactice ot a contr.iiy ten\ t 
douev so clearly proved, that the inten- ^ 
lion of the Order was to a^jply it in^tasis 
whrve there was an evident intention on 
the pavtofihc commons to better the dis¬ 
cretion of that house, by annexing clauses 
to Money Bills fovign to their purpose :• 
that a general application ot the ()rdcr 
would defeat the object of it; and that it 
could not, in any fair or ju^t view of the 
case, be applicd'to the present hill. 

Lord Erskine contended, that whatever 
the practice of the house might have bc^ n, 
it could not set aside the written* Orders 
of the house ; pnctice might decide ilth 
respect to unwiitten law, because, infthat 
case, the decisions u|>on the subj^cC de- 
claicd the law, hut whore there was a 
written statute, no pra(;ti^e could set it 
aside; the written law remained to be re¬ 
ferred Uj^and to shew the course to be 
pursuecf!^Thus it vt^as with the Standing 
Or(fe» S Sl|d *t n> sCOuld not^conceive what 
the ijoblejoi'd nteant. in Srglnt^ ti^at the 
. general application of the order would'dc- 
fea^ its object. Was ilto be argued, that 
an order geifteral in its nature, and clearly 
stating^ its object. yi‘as only to be applied 
to pajfticulat 'instances^ or was it to she^ 
what instances il^otfght to be applied to J 


fitheg it ought to be applied according to 
n#«i terms of it, as distinctly stated, o# 

I else it ought to be repealed. The prece*.. 

L dents cfhoted by the noble loi^were cither 
ncjt in ])oint, as proVSig only that claiiseR 
inserted in bills contrary to this order, had 
been unnoticed by Hfic house, or else they • 
proved too muph ; for if they wero to be 
taken as declaring the sense of the house 
upon this subject, then there was an' end 
of this Standing Order. There were hoyr* 
ever tw© in.stances of recent date in whicb 
the house had acted upon this Ordt^ntho 
one in 1789, when lord Thurlow was cmin- 
cellor, when a bill of Aid and Supply was 
roj(;cted as containing clauses foreign to 
Ifs object ; and the other in Jan. 1807, 
when he had the honour of silting on the 
woolaack, and of pointing out to the house 
the necessity of enforcing their Standing 
Order. As to there being no indemnity 
coijtained in the bill, he thought, on the 
conUary, that if it passed, and supposing 
lhe*case of ministers being impeached for 
issumg the Orders in Council, that that 
house could not, after passing this act as 
it nuw' stood, find them guilty. His lord- 
ship went through .those clauses of the* 
bill which were adverted to on Monday 
eveiiiii[f by lord Grenville, and contended 
ihttt they were iorcign to and dillerciit from 
the object of the bill, as a bill of Aid and 
Supply, and theicfore that the bill, in con- ^ 
foniiity with the express words and mean¬ 
ing of (he Order, ought to be rejected. 

LordS^/i//grare inM^ted that a rule of 
the house, .ike a law. in courts ol justice, 
mi^ht be explained by long practice. He 
perfectly concurred 'with the argumenta¬ 
tive speech of his noble friend, the secre¬ 
tary of state ; and trusted that their lord- 
ship-, a’^ys regardful of their owai jiWVi- 
feges, *vfmi d not, frotfii any rffistaken no¬ 
tions in point of form, delay a hill of tb^ 
Jiighest importance to the welfare pf ^ 
*Brit's!\ empire. 

Lord Holland animadverted on thfl 
speech of the noble lord who spok'ri<is^ 
who, he said, had repeated more feebly 
the arguments of fhe noble secretary of 
state. He faid the instances adduced m 
explanation of the order were not con- 
tdnporaneous with it, that they werp eight 
or ten years posterior, and that the exam* 
pie of the 0th of queen Anne, oniVhkH 
so much stress had been laid,* wa^rftor 
loj-ds Somers and Cowper had left tjie 
woolsack, and the seals we»e in commis* 
smn ; so that it could not be suppled the 
ho^c could a'cccive the able assi^Uhcc to 
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trhick it bad b^en accustomed, f^r 
Reservation of the respect due to th^e 
Standing Orders. 

Loid Jibnoui/y/ contended fqr the inter¬ 
pretation of^ the Order as evinced in t^e 
|Hfacttce of the house, immediately subse¬ 
quent to passing it, as Well as in bills oi' 
more recent date. ^ 

Lord Sidwouih said, that it was necessary 
to say a word or two upon the origin of 
the Standing Order which liad been ‘i*ead. 
During the reigns of Charles 11. ami Wil¬ 
liam TIL in the progress ot half a century, 
numerous attempts had* ht en made by tlie 
bouse of commons to introduce into the 
house of lords objectionable measures,, by 
connecting tluan Avith Money Bills; so 
that unless their lordships condescended 
to suck measures, the aids for the sarvice 
of the state W’ere refused. Urged by this 
endeavour, the house of lords, for the pre¬ 
servation of its own indepeiidcuec, ente/ed 
Oil tlie Journals tins Standing Oj der, and 
when so adopted it must either be obeyed 
Or repealed. The order- itself mighf re¬ 
quire some explanation. The Money Bills 
therein referred to were easily distinguish¬ 
ed : they always originated in a committee 
of ways and means, as did the Bill now 
tinder consideration: they had tlu*4pream- 
ble, in which the, name of the lords' house 
\vas excluded, as in this Bill; anti \^hej/ 
the royal assent was given, it was not ‘ le 
roi le vent,’ but " le roi reinercie ses bons 
sujets, acceptc leur benevolence, et ninsi It 
Veut;' and so it would be given.to <^iisBill, 
if it proceeded to that state oV*maturity. 
The instances adduced ought to be Money 
Bills of this descri]3tion; and if they weie 
not, the Standing Older had nt) rcfertaice 
to them W'lmtevtfr. Tiying, tl en, the ex- 
ah1|fles or prec( denis stated by this test, 
he found ftiat out« of eight subltntted to 
attention of the house, ordy two or 
three hi the course of a century were ap- 
|stfcable to the purpose to which they were" 
'refcri*ed. If tjieir lordships regarded their 
^vxNiii^consi^Jcncy, iiKlependence, and dig¬ 
nity, he thought they could not dispense 
with the Standing Cmler on the present 
occasion, and thalihe Bill mufit lie rejected. 

Loid Melville contended, that the prac¬ 
tice ol^tbe house ought to be taken as the 
interpretation of the Order, and that 
therefoi'e, even upon this ground, the bill 
ought not» to be rejected. He had, how- 
fver, eKamined the bill, and hacl put thb 
bimself, whether there 
in it which were foreign to, 
from its object as |t Bill of ^id 
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and Supply, and in his conscience he be¬ 
lieved there were no such clauses. / 

The Earl of Lauderdale conieo*I‘^’d, that 
J no argument had been advanced by/the 
] noble lorclHfeshew that the Ifis!. cl^se in 
the bill, that oitindemnity, Was a natural 
part of the bill m Aid and Supply. Tlie 
noble lord had advanced i^fi^ rifison that 
could convince an 3 ^ man made it 

a mgttor between liimself and his con¬ 
science—and his conscience wasyfeatislied ; 
but he hacl not satisfied the understanding 
of nobh-‘ lords who Iicard him.—The noble 
earl went over tlie other regulations of the 
Bill, to shew that they were now totally 
/incomiected with the Supply; and ap- 
fpealed to the noble and learned lord on 
[the woolsack, whose peculiariduty it w-as 
Ito w^atch over the Orders of the housoj to 
^ay wdui'thcr this important Order of 1702 
would not be totally violated if they en¬ 
tertained this Bill 

Lord Grenville began by expressing his 
surprise, that upon a question <»f this na¬ 
ture, the house Aiacl not yet hcaid the opi¬ 
nion of the person whose duty it more 
peculiarly was to study^ to explain, and to 
enforce those Standing Orders which w ere 
enacted for the regulation of its procecd- 
ii^gs, and which were as binding upon it as 
,Sie laws of the land w-ere upon the courts 
' below^ Tliat a Standing Older of the ut¬ 
most importance w as, in the iustaiu'c under 
consideration, ‘attempted to be violu^cd, 
the lioble lord endeavoured to prove, by 
shewing, that several of the clauses were 
foreign to, and diflere^il from the matter 
of a bill for Aids and Supplies. For this 
purpose, he referred particularly to those 
clauses which prescribed commercial re¬ 
gulations. U|)oii the merits of the bill it¬ 
self the noble lord animadverted wutii his 
usual ingenuity and force. Under the 
terms oi* the clause which related to the 
India Company, he contended that 
thej- could not dispose of any goods what¬ 
ever for home consumption. But the 
most objctetionable feature in the mea¬ 
sure was that provision by which minis¬ 
ters were euableTl to exempt any mer¬ 
chant from all .its operation's. upun such 
conditions aa they might think proper to 
settle. The idfa of iiivc^'=t\tg'‘-^'yF-spinis- 
ters with^aii ext^^rdiilary di^ci*e- 
tioj;>«a)jpeared to his rain€ utterly iirccfon- 
cilcable with the freedom of commerce. 
Irwould indeed go to arm thtm with stich 
a degree of power over the mercantile 
4)ody, as never was assumed or possessed 
by the laost despotic gpv(?niment upon tlie 
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He could not/ in 
character of com- 


t^uld consist with such an arrange- 


d 


subject of commerce, 
fact, tonceive how the 
ni^rce t 

meiij. J;om this point, the iioble lord 
j\o^Sed to commeril clause, 

limitin^Sprosecutions agj^st those who 
acted unJbr the Orders if Council. This 
limitation was so contrived both as to 
time and place, that any person who 
might have cause to complain, or,spirit 
to appeal against ahv illegality in these 
orders, or any injiislici in their execution, 
was intirely precluded from the yo'ssibi- 
liiy of obtaining redress. The noble lord 
concluded by declaring his •pinion, thai 
the adoption of the bill before the housi 
must lead to* inevitable riiii4 

The Of^ncellor asserted, that no, 

par? of the bij/ before their lordships was 
inconsisteiil with the Standing Order al-^ 
luded to by the noble lord who had just 
sat down. On the contrary, he maintained, 
that the whole stream of their lordships' 
proceeding, for a scries oi years, was in 
<lirect conformity to the practice objected 
to by the advocates f(»r tfu? motion. This 
was his opinion at the time the noble lord 
first stated his ol>jecpon^bat yet he thought 
it becoming in lulfi to postpone the-decla¬ 
ration of that o^uioii, until he should ha 
lieard all those noble lords who were d 
f)oscd to s{/eak upon*the question. That 
courst^c perceived, had expose<l Ijim to 
animadversions, in *1110 course of 
^wbich it had been observed, tliat where a 
man who held a judicial situation doubted, 
he was unfit for t^|it situation. Now, his^ 
opinion was directly the reverse of tliat 
observation; for he thought the man who 
entertained doubts in a judicial situation 
was the most fit for such a situation.— 
The noble lord entered into an enumera- 


( VC 

I 0( 
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tion of the several precedents leferre 
by the advocates of the motion, and .^ii- 
tended, none of them in any degree ^re 
on the conclusion which those noble Jftrds 
would deduce from them. There 'v^^aAiot, 
lie maintained, a single provistfon il the 
bill upon the table which was not iii^trict 
alliance to and in pursuance of main 
object. T{]£|;||£EMrc it c^ld held, 

that it*Wlntaiiied any thing.fpreign to and 
Jiill of Ai^s ai\d Supplies.^ 
a uld^p o # ^ t fcL urse agree 
: their lor.dships wCnilSh in 
bill infringe the letter or 
Standing^Order alluded io. 
Indeeyd clauses directly similar to'these, 
object^ to as inconsistent with a bill 
'^‘Supply, were to be ibund in almost 
\0L. X. • . • 
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crjr bill of that nature upon the Statute 
iook. 

Eurl Grey said, that the cases cited by 
the noble Jord on the woolsack did not 
siyin to him to warlrant the ofiinion his 
lordship hail delivered, and he believed 
tliat many cases might be found in the 
Journals of the house that evert justified a 
contrary opinion. He would therefore 
propose that a committee of precedents 
shouhl be appointed to select such cases 
as might bd 1‘ound applicable to the mat¬ 
ter tl^iJi under their lordships cons^era- 
tion, and then the house could move cosily 
judge Irctn those cases than from the par¬ 
tial ones prodiJi,ed during the dibate. 

» "^Their lordsliips then divided on lord 
Grenville's motion, for rejecting the bill* 

Contents.25...Proxies .,. 34— 52 

Non contents . Oti...Proxies , .. 03—120 

Majority..70 

^P^OTEST against the OrDEAS IN COUN¬ 
CIL Bill.] The order of tlie day being 
rea?I, resinning the adjourned debate on the 
motfon to reject the Bill cntituled An 
Act for granting to his majesty until the 
end of the next se.'ision of parliament. Du¬ 
ties of Customs on tjie Goods, Wares, and • 
Merchandize herein enumerated, in fur- 
therancii of Ihe jirovisions of certain Or- 
Coiincil." The Standing Order 
as read after long debate.—The 
(|ue‘>tion was put, whether the said Bill 
shall be rejected; it was resolved in the * 
rtegatjje. 

Because the annexing 
any ciausl^r clauses to a Bill of Aid or Sup¬ 
ply, the nRtter of which is foreign to, and 
diilerent fA^m the matter of the said Bill of 
ply, is unparliamentary, and 
tion ot the constitution 
Grenville, Vffil^al 
l.auflerdale,^ Auckland^ 
Poiisouby, Grey, CarysFort, Erskine, Jei^ 
sey, Spencer, Nugent, (Buckinghamsh^^ 
Cholmondelcy, Crewe, Clifton, Sta^Klb 
Ponsoiiby, (Imohilly,) Albemarle, Cow*^ 
per, Essex." • 

Dissentient: 1st, Because, such has 
been the anxiety to^njflntain inviolate the 
I ^tM’fffTirit^cb the Standing Order of this 
Unouse, No. 25, declaring * The annexing 
* any clause or clauses to a Bill of Aid or 
Supply, the matter of w'hich is foreign |q 
or different from the matter of the said 
Bill of Aid or Supply, is unparliamertl^^; 
And tends to the destruction of coa* 
sntution of this governineivt:'^ that Bflli 
iwt of Aid or Supply, if they conlaified t 
cl^se imposing a duty upon his^ajesty' 


iwo theranc'ii o 
diX dejs in C' 
'hacVvIo. 25. wi 
>tion V 
1 be r( 
atjve. 
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subjects, have been recently rejectecl, 
the ground, that regulation, though noi 
altogether unconnected with the 'purpose 
fop which suyh duty was imposed, toght. 
be considered as foreign to and difierer^t 
fhm the aid given to the use of his ma- 
^ jesty by such clause.-«-For we observe in 
the emtry on the Journals of ^his house, on 
the 3d of Aug. 1'807, that a bill entituled 
<.An Act for abolishing fee^ received by 
oflicers in the service of the custonfs in 
the several ports of Ireland, and for making 
compensation to the said oHicers, and for 
regu4i§iting the hours of attendance, and 
the number of holidays to be observed by 
them,^ was, after reading tho said Slandi|ig 
Order, rejected; the following lords being 
that day marked as present.—The duke of 
Cumberlar>d, lord chancellor Eldon,#, the 
duke of Portland, viscount Melville, lord 
jftedesdale, lord Erskine, viscount Sid- 
Longueville, bishop of Oxford, 
nlbhbishop of Canterbury, earl of Chol- 
mondeley,. Selkirk, Balcarras, Glasgow, 
Graham, Buckinghamshire, Grosveiior, 
Kingston, Limerick, Nornianton, viscount 
Carleton, lord Napier, IJolland, Walsing- 
bam. Hood of Cath, Arflen, Eawdon, Lau¬ 
derdale, Boringdon, Douglas of Lochltvon, 
Stewart of Garlies.—2d, Because 4t ap¬ 
pears to us, that the Bill enlitulecl ' Ati 
act for granting to his majesty until the 
end of the next Session of Parliament, Du- 
"^ties of Customs on the Goods, Wares and 
Merchandize herein enumerated, iu fur¬ 
therance of the provisions of certa/i>h Or¬ 
ders in Council;^ the motion tWthe re¬ 
jection of which has been neg^MYed by 
this house, is a Bill of Aid or Suj^ply, and 
that it contains, 1. A clause, w^icli as it 
at present stands, clearly prqhibifs the 
mei^auts of England trading t\the East 
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the Tsaid Standing Order, than any thing 
contained in the bill rejected on th^id of 
August, 1807. 4. Because, whert^e re- 

|flect, that the bill rejected on the ^ of 
Aug. 1807,^f^Dort8 to be a bill for .^Stai- 
blishiiig Regulailjjjjns tending greatJy to the 
benefit of the fair trader and th.* security 
of the Revenue; and that th3 bill now 
under the discussion of this house, is a bill 
whichrUppears from the votes of the house 
of commons, to havr^'^tco complained of 
by numbers of petitioners, as destructive 
of trader a>fd revenue, we cannot conceive 
any reasonable ground why this house 
s^iould now disregard a Standing Order, 
wiich is of such fundamental importance 
ib the preservat( on of the constitution, and 
Jvhich it has oifall occasions, particularly 
In the instance above referrc^l to, shewif so 
i)^uch anxiety to enforce, whenever any 
attempt to contravene it has attracted atten¬ 
tion.—We are therefore ajiprehensive, that 
this departure from the established princi¬ 
ple and recent practice of the house, may 
be suspc(^^ted to liave proceeded from a de¬ 
sire to hurry through parliament this com¬ 
plicated and dangerous measure, which 
threatens the destruction of our commerce, 
and to pi event the peoplfeiof this country 
fn^* being heard against tht? provisions of 
which may prove ruinous to their 
I most valuable interests LauderUale, Spen¬ 
cer, G»-enville> Auckland, Essex, (ircy, 
Vassal Holland,*’ Cowjier, King, Jcrsc>. 
Staftbrd, Erskine, Cawdor, Cholmondeley, 
Crewe, Clifton.'' 


^ladies, from<»selling* any of the ^otls or' 
'V^rchandize they may import, and com- 
tlirt them on bringing any of the said 
^tlfeii^'or merchandize into this country, to 
/y/arehouse them under the king's lock for 
2, A clause, for taking 
ofli iu certain cases, a duty of two shillings 
imposed on shipsbf the United Stait'.s 
of America, by the act of thc^STth 
majesty's reign. 3. A clause, enacting that' 
no action or suit shall be brougiit or com*- 
lUenced* against any persons tor any thing 
done in pursuance of the Orders in Coun- 
"cibof theS^h and 25th of November, 1807, 
except.^uch action be commenced within* 
thrfee calendar^months after the fact com\ 
lifted ;#aiid many other clauses Vhicll 
stronger and moi*e direct violations pf 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

1 Wednesday, March 16. 

[Sussex Election Petition.] Sir A. 
Piggott , pursuan|; to notice, rose to move, 
thatothe petitioners who prayed by peti¬ 
tion c yesterday, to be admitted as parties 
to ci fend the seat of Mr. Puller against 
I* the p uition of Mr. Sergison, the defence 
of lich ha^ been abandoned by the 
sittin^^ intirtbfu*, do, on or before the 21st 
of MaK h, exchange lists with the original 
prtiiioil«su’, of the persons whose votes w ere 
to be objeife4f‘fl to ,.togelher.Avi.tl) the several 
heads of tlie objection against tiilft'^aines 
\f each per.Ron iintcnded ‘^hi^iCJied 

a/ainst, to<<»bfAjrJi0liyercdv-to the agpnt oc 
ageH|^*of the vcspectfve*^ 
petition of Mr. Sergison, he obs^ived, was 
orrkred to be takeit into consideration dn 
the 24fti, and the Election Judicature bill 
oiiacted, that petitioners claiming io be 
heard as parties in' defence of an aba^i^^ 
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^ donetl seat, were to be considered, to all 
Intents • and purposes, in the place of the 
sitting member. As the resolutions of the 
l!^J?;rtherefore, required th5*jtTiists of ob- 
jectioiliiWe votes should b^xchanged be¬ 
tween tl\ sitting membjiT and the peti¬ 
tioner agaimst his return, within a reason¬ 
able time, h# trusted that the house would, 
in this instaK^e, see the necessity of ap¬ 
pointing the exchange of 

such list between tli^original petitioner 
and the parties who hj\l succeeded to the 
place of the sitting memlW* in the rlefcnce 
of the seat. He should fl^qpfore move 
that the said lists be exchanjed on the 21 
instant. 

Mr. Hu^mon thought ijiat the house 
had.to conside/two points upon the pre¬ 
sent question 1st, Whether it was com¬ 
petent to the house to fix any day for th(^ 
exchange of the lists demanded; and 
2dly, whether there was sufficient time for 
so doing. The petition against the elec¬ 
tion of Mr. Fuller, had been within the 
proper period presented inVst session, and 
had been regularly renewed in the pre¬ 
sent. It was not the <juty of the sitting 
member to call fb/any exchange of lists, 
and the petitiowft' had neglected to do^o 
until the sitth^ member had declared Ir 
intention to/bandou the defence of the seat,' 
which the eve of the day on which 

the petition was ordered t» be taken intp 
( lunsideration. If the sitting member had 
persevered in the defence of liis scat, no 
lists could he exchangc^d, becau'^c a mo¬ 
tion to that effect cftiild not be made with-* 
out notice; and the house was aware that, 
as no such notice had been given before 
the eve of the day for taking the petition 
into consideration, it could not be availa¬ 
ble if given on that day, because the ballot 
for the committee must precede all ot|er 
business on tlie subsequent clay. As 
petitioners, therefore, were by the 
placed, to all intents and purposes, ii 
place of the sitting member, at^d ncJist^ 
could be demanded under these cir/um- 
stances from the sitting member, hj con- 


i 
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if^they should call upon them wdthin 
tlree days from this day to exchange lists 
of a poll tljat lasted 1 5 days, in a county 
80 miles long, and in which ^000 electors 
had polled. The petitioners too had had 
the opinion of verji eminent professional 
characters to direct them in the course 
they had takdh, and the inijM-ession they 
entertained, that they should not be called 
upon* to give or exchange lists. 

Mr. 'I'ierfley did not pretend to be lawyer 
enough to determine how^ far the oiffnion 
of the counsel alluded to by the hon.^nt. 
was correct; but of this he was certain, 
that if the houf^e consulted its own honour, 
iiw'ould not give effect to the present at¬ 
tempt. Itwasw'tH know n a month before 
Mr. Fuller gave in his declaration in writ¬ 
ing, tiiat he did not intend to defend his 
retuui. It was natural therefore for col. 
Sergison to say, ‘ Why should I put my¬ 
self to expence, or the house to trouble, 
till*! see if any other person will under¬ 
take-to defend the return ? If the free- 
lioldors do so, I know I have 30 days 
witliin whicli to demand an exchange of 
lists.^ The effect of precluding col. ii. • 
from this right, wx>urd just amount to this; 
that a fitting member, against w'hom a 
pcjtition was presented, had only to allege 
' is resolution not to defend his seat; give 
in a declaration to that effect, immediately 
before tlie day fixed upon for the ballot; * 
ancKmevail on a freeholder to step for¬ 
ward rSW ask leave to defend the return; 
tluis the i^itioiier complaining of his re¬ 
turn wouliMio longer be at liberty to attack 
him, and tre house itself w^ould be made 
a party tolhe impi^ stuie. 


Mr. .G 

quest] 


'ht^ the present a 
le importances It 
^unexpectedly, and 
le debate on it post^ 
that gentlen 
[pared on the sutT^ 
the Exchequer h^ no^^ 
.on to iiidulging^the hbu 
the uelay proposed. As to the point it¬ 
self, however, he Itad® no doubt. The 




tended that no l ists c o uld, accordj; itC to the [ w^s^simply this; should col.Ser- 

provisij^' fl!i?^cWrT;hc 


u^gc of the 
Remanded from the petitioners. 

to seat onl;^ 

egwttms oftfte ofigmm 
T^re not obliged to entefinto | 


house, Di 

agaidi^i* of 

any scrutinV of objectedyvotes. The house, 
too, would do well therefore to reflect, as 
to the*second question, respecting the time, 
remaining for ej^cjianging, what a 
situ^ion they vvdhW place the petitioner^ 


^n stand in a better situation now, thaa< 
^if ,Mr. Fuller were himself defending the 
return ? If Mr. F. had not declined, coU 
S. not having in due time applied for an 
exchange of lists, could not afferw;irds have 
insisted on it. 

TSIr. Ponsonby and sir A. Piggott resisted 
tlip position that the petitioner against a 
sitting member was not, at any Ume be- 
fciT^baJIoting' for the committee^ em^led to 
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an exchange of lists: such exchange 
made partly for convenience, and partly 
for the dispatch of business ; syid even if 
omitted to T?e applied for in that house, 
or there refused, the committee had 
• a right to inquire into the legality of 
votes, and even to order the exchange of 
lists; they being by their baths required 
to declare the person havinij a majority of 
legal votes duly elected, not to exclude 
all evidence on the subject.—^Aft^r some 
farth^' discussion, the debate was adjoyii ned 
till f?o-morrow. . • 

[Orders in Council in Ireland.] Lord 
H. Petty begged to know vyhen it was the 
intention of ministers to bring in the Bill 
for carrying into etiect the Orders in Coun¬ 
cil in Ireland ? ‘ , 

Mr. Foster declared, that as the bill for 
Ireland was to be the same in every re¬ 
spect with the bill for carrying inj:o ef¬ 
fect the same Orders in Council in this 
country, he only waited to know finally 
what the regulations of the bill for'this 
country would be, in order to bring for¬ 
ward the bill for Ireland, 
f Mr. Timicy observed, that as the bill 
was to be fouiKled on the resolution of the 
committee of ways and means, \Nlprh had 
passed some time since, there ^^’us no (><:'- 
casion for delay in bringing it forwurd/r^ 
Whatever alteration might be made in the 
^ bill for this country, the resolution upon 
which the bill for Ireland was jj* he 
brought in was clear, and there /fi^as no 
reason whatever for waitiny/for any 
changes or regulations whichwraiglit be 
made in another measuri' in anther [)lace. 

Mr. Foster replied, that he iihould un¬ 
doubtedly bring forward the /ill fiounded 
on%he resolutions of the c<^mittee of 
. ways and nffeans, and with suchpidvisions 
. '^na regulations as should appear to him 
V likely to be effectual for the collec- 
the duties to be imposed by the* 

WhWl 

ofjhc Etchtijuer said that 
gentlemen on his side of the house were 
anxious to bring ih the bill in question as 


there had been no question* for soma time 
before the house. 

Mr. Faster rose, now that this conversa- 
1*11011 was to move the order 

day for the hm^e going into a c^^.i'initt^e 
on the Fourth K^mrt of the ConHoissioners 
of Enquiry in Ireland. 

Mr. Tierney wdshed still to^be heard on 
the former subject. ^ 

The Speaker iiiforjjcK: member. 


early as possible. If gentl^fcn force ir^p,^.CierEQ?y;vXi 4 ^,,Xlip engagements 

other side w^ere surprised at the dela^ which it contained were td^bvi^wdth a 


which had taken place in doing so, .M view to 
must be allowed to be equally surprised 
that they should now regret any delay 
which took place—delay having hitherto 
been so much their object. • 

* Several gentlemen rose at once, and, 
amonifst others, M r. Tierney, who proceeH - 
^ the house, but was calle(| to 

order J|(y the Speaker, who submitted 


the 


there was now ai(|uesUon iTefore 
liouse'on which he.4night be heard. 

Mr. Tierney ,.ncn observed, that he 
should take tlui, opportunity of calling the 
^tention of tjjie house to the manner in 
£’hich he had k een prevented.from reply- 
fang to a pcrsdial observation pade upon 
Ihim. . 

[King\s Message respecting Sweden.] 
The hou^e having resolved itself into a 
committee of supply, and his majesty's 
Message being referred to the said com¬ 
mittee, 

Mr. Secretary Camnng said, that as lie 
did not expect«lhat any opposition wonUl 
be made to the proposition which he 
should have the honour to make, he did 
not think it necessary [ircface it w ith 
inf,ny observations. He Si^iuld, therefore, 
^nply meiuiou the circuii:stances con- 
^iiccUmI w ith the subsidy stipcj^ated to be 
granl^jd to the king of SwedeV. together 
with tlie grounds on which the eiit^?i^^e- 
ment had been entered into, trusting, tha^ 
the liberality and wisdom of the house 
would enable his majesty to make good 
\hese engagements. *TIie fidelity and 
steadiness of the king of Sweden in ad¬ 
hering in every circumstance, and under 
every change of fortune, to his connection 
with this country, was matter of universal 
admiration. It was true, that the circuin- 
ice of this fidelity, exciting admiration, 
not of itself a sufficient ground on 
which to grant pecuniary assistance. But 
thehfa^t was, that the former treaty of 
Sul)V'ily which had for its object the 
defeV*e of Pojnerania alone, expired as 
soon^ the king*of Sweilen withdrew his 


his co^-operation vjiitb fi hij^yo un- 
^ry and o^he" «6rth,of 

Enijgj]^ in that parcTcuhit,spot^^M 4;hi$ 
force having been ^withdrawn iMbtti^onth 
ofi Oct. last, the Arrears of ijbstdy vi^re 
paid •up, and from that time down to the 
.signing of the late treaty, his Swedish ma¬ 
jesty had neither asked nor received 

pecuniary succours frbm G. Britain'| ^ 

y 
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iMx^Whitbread rose for the purpose, not 
ofj objecting to a subsidy to the king of 
Sweden, but of declaring his sentiments 
respecting ^he actual situation of that 
muliarch Much as he admired the fidelity 
of his Swedish majesty, he did not think 
it superior to that winch had been display¬ 
ed by Austria ^ and if the king of Sweden 
was reduced to the same situation in which 
both Austria aiRl Russia had been reduced, 
by the j>reasure of the war, he did not 
think it would be any impeachment of the 
honou^ and characU^ of that prince;%he 
were to conclude a peace as they had done; 


the interval, a case had arisen in which 
his Swedish majesty had been called on, 
not merely to conclude a peace with 
Ff fee, but to join the confeder^y against 
this coawj^y; which prop^^ntion he had 
not hesitaJW to reject, and jin consequ^ce 
of the rejec^n of this proposition, he 


now placed 
liged to <lcf( 


the situation of being oh 
his own dominions. 1 


these circums^?nj;;c.Si, this countryT he 
thought, was Bound b\ every considera¬ 
tion, whether moral or Volitical* to eonie 
forward to his aid, and tilting thaf upon 

this general proposition theite would be no. --- 

difference of opinion, he mould simplyJ He was of opinion, that the wisest policy 
•state the enggigements that lad been con-% which the king of Sweden could pursue in 
traded. Iii flie greater number of trea- Ithe present circumstances, would be to 
ties gf subsidy which had been contracted Iconclude a peace with France. And it 


with foreign powers, the subsidies had been 
granted to procure the active co-opera-‘ 
tion of such powers in carrying on offen¬ 
sive hostilities against the common enemy. 
But in the present case, certain pecuniary 
succours were stipulated to be granted to 
a power not for the purpoet of aOtiieving 
conquest, but to enable that power to de¬ 
fend its own dominions, \^bieh were attack¬ 
ed in consequenct^rits steady attachment 


to British intercy^. Such a treaty of sub- not conclude a peace, or even a truce, 
sidy was not,/lu)wevcr, unprecedented with his*enemies, without the concurrence 


similar subsiily had beeir^f'this country. Either this article was 
‘ - I observed, in which case 


its nature 

granted Uj/^ho king of Prussia in tlui 7 
yea»*' ^ar. In other treatigs of subsidy it 
L j.ad betMi usual to stipulate the amount of 
^ the force to bo employed by the power 
subsidized, nud the particular periods at 
which that force \v\is to be brought into^ 
the fitdd. But in the present case, as 
well as in the treaty of subsidy with the 
king of Prussia, to which he had just re¬ 
ferred, it had been thought unnecessary to 
clog the treaty witli any such stipulation. 
The only difference there was between Jlie 
] ire sent treaty and the model on vrhlcl it 
was formed was, that in the pre.sent]|in- 
stance government had reserved to its* 
power of controul, by making g; pa;Jpbie 
in monthly instalments, which wa/ not 
reserved in the other, th« whole si^hav- 
ing been advan ce d to the kina of^russia 
at onc^ I^U^ff^TTn^^tllSBBSeof it as he 
judge d pQpp ejlj, The whole^m stipulated 
to.bt JffvWSd^ 100,000/3^ 

of acl%n«d 

of the vuto-JJfcredit of |^st year, he flftre- 
foit concli|[jfd with m^ing a Resolution, 
that 1,100, poo/, be granted to his majes- 
**• ty, to'enable his majesty to fulfil the en-^| 
/*g«f^ments contracted «with the king of 
Sw«|en. * • , • 


was Ifighly important for tlie government 
of this country to consider, that by of¬ 
fering him an inducement to persevere in 
the*wifi% it might be contributing to bring 
him* into a situation in which he might be 
obliged to accept of terms of peace much 
more disadvantageous than those he might 
now obtain. He reprobated in strong 
terms that article of the treaty which sti¬ 
pulated that the kiifg of Sweden should 


in which case it 
be attended with ruinous conse- 
o/ief^^es to that monarch ; or it meant 
nothinXat all; ami in this view he thought 
’^’'meable to bring such engage¬ 
ments int*' ^ " * ' 

merely fo 
If it was 
binding all| 
the right I 
favoiirabi^ 


disrepute, by making them 
^he purpose of being broken, 

I nding upon one party, it was 
) upon the other; and would 
n. secretary contend, thal^f a 
opportunity occur«fid for this 


country's negotiating a peace with France^ 
and the advisers of the king of Sw^ 
^should, object to our availing oursef* 
it, the British government ought to consi¬ 
der such an interference ^sankjgipw. 
mountable obstacle in the way m nego-^ 
tiation ? A similar ongagement was con- 
tracjgi^in ihe course of the last war with 
tekiiigof Sardinia, by which we had 
Kjiind ourselves not to conclude a peace 
with France, but upon the express condi¬ 
tion, that he was to be reinstated in ' the 
whole of his dominions. This^ engager 
ment was violated by the treaty of Ami^, 
an'd thus had brought disgrace upon the 
c(yintry% Fie did not mean to that 
we^ had acted wrong in conclutEng the 
pi;a^e of Anfiens^ but he insisted l^t we 
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an engagement which we were 
obliged to violate. Upon that article of 
the treaty'f^which stipulated, fhat an aux-f 
Hiary force ,shall be sent to the king* of 
Sweden^ he observed, that a rumour had 
gone abroad, that a large force was to be 
sent by government to the Bailie, and now 
it was reported that this expedition was 
countermanded. He did *not pretend to 
know the intention of the khkg’s ministers 
upon this stfbject; but the particular men- 
tiojp^inade in the treaty, of the king of 
Sweden keeping his flotilla in readiness to 
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succours from time to time to the king of 
Sweden as circumstances might arise, than 
to vote a large subsidy at once, 

Mr, Sem^ry Canning put it to^y.c 
house, whet®^ it would be libr^l suid . 
wis^ to dole out its bounty iiywmall and 
illiberal pittances as had beai proposed 
the hon, gent, and whetRpr it was not 
going far enough to make /ur assistance 
gradlial, though it wiis. arbitrarily 

bestowed. All tljlSt wa^ \neant by the 
article ii\the trea><^" by which it was stipu¬ 
lated fliat Swe^;5en should not conclude a 
separate peacji was, that this should not be 


act, shewed that there had been some idea ^done withontUhe consent of the British 

___-.___ yr__ __ A,. ___ 


of co-operation on the partof this country; 
a measure from which no gootl could pos¬ 
sibly result either to him or to us. The 
hon, gent, next adverted to what he* con¬ 
sidered as a great omission in the treaty, 
namely, that it conlained no stipulation on 
the part of the king of Sw eden to cb-( 5 pe- 
rate in giving eliect to the Orderii in 
Council. This omission he thought the 
more remarkable, as the treaty concluded 
in 1804 at Stockholm, between this coun¬ 
try and Sweden, did contain certain com¬ 
mercial articles ; and he could not con¬ 
ceive, if his Sw'edish majesty^s dispositions 
were such as they had been represented, 
why some stipulation of the nature of 
to which he alluded, h»d not been intro¬ 
duced into the present fteaty. lie was of 
opinion also, that it would have beei-^r^ic^- 
ter, that ministers should have a}^.ted to 
the house of commons from tiin^to time, 
to enable them to grant sucllL pecuniar3»^ 
aid to the king of Sw'eden, as cif annstanccs 
might require, than to ask tit house to 
vote a large sum at once. If 
ha^been rnoveb to his majesi 
to have m<^ed an arnendmei^t 
^ress, in the spirit of the seniiments which 
^ had now expressed; but as he under- 
Kk^hat it was not the intention^of tli& 
Hfight hon. secretary to adopt this mode of 
egediru^he had himself drawn up an 
^^AOTrftfT^ormaWy to these sentiments, 
which he should when the Speaker 

resumed the chair, for the purpos^o^iy- 
cording his opinion. In this Adclresshc 
expressed his disapprobation of that arti\ 
cle in- the treaty in which it was stipulated,' 
that the king of Sweden should not con¬ 
clude a separate treaty with France; and 
his surprize at the omission in some stipu¬ 
lations in the treaty on the part of Swcufen, 
to co-yperatt in giving efftfct to the Ordp's 
of Council; it rdso contained an ophyon, 
that it^ould be better to vote pecunjajy 


(an ^ddlross 
he meant 
Ltbat Ad- 


/goveninicnt. Knd as to the gmission of an ‘ 
* express stipulation rcsj»ccting carrying in¬ 
to cflect the Orders in Council, he ^suid 
that government had not only received 
|•the most satisfactory assurances on this 
head, but that the Swedish minister in this 
country was to be empowered by his 
government to arrange, the details con¬ 
nected with this busihess, which could be 
more conveiwlently done here than in 
Sweden. 

Mr. Ponsonby jj^as of opinion, that it 
would haye.been to have given a 

sum at once to the king^f Sw-^eden, pro- 
l^rtioned to his claims upo.*\this country, 
^han to give him a monthly sAjsidy, w'hich, 
by inducing him to persevere^ n the con¬ 
test, blight lead eventually to iir^ rjuiii. 
He had never had but one opinion respe^: 
ing the subsidies which this country had 
granted to the pow'crs of the continent, 
•viz. that it would havb been better for us 
to make a voluntary sacrifice of some ad¬ 
vantages, than to have bestowed money 
in inducing tliem to enter into, or to per¬ 
severe in, a contest, the invariable result 
of which had been to promote the aggran- 


enient 


France. 


The wisest thing 
w’lfcch ministers could do in the present 
cirluinstanccs, w^as to advise the king of 
Swiden to make peace with France assoon 
as for even supposing, that in 

iquenco of this event, that power 
be compelled to join the confede¬ 


racy ag 


deration would 


feeble 


her co-oneral 

much less foiWiidable to this enuj ^ry, than 
^fter Fran(Jg^ji|jd !»uc- 

\ ^deJ iifgettmg•her 
meStn^i, and be* tbps enabl^lKta.employ * 
tl^ein as they may/think ht. ^ % 

M». Secretary Cannmg sai(h jthe present 
l^treaty was intended to enable Sweden to 
defend herself, ni^t by any instigatioij^i^ 
purs, bui, fivui u sens» oV the fidelitj/and 



any respons 
Mr. Voiison 
that the right 
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I tei«pti»g such a measure without her con- 
I seijt. He thought the very able and ample 
manner in which his right hon. friend had 
explained thh subject, was a sufficient elu* 
cid'^tion of it, and was convinged ministers 
were not likely to have obtained the entire 
acquiescence of the hon. crentlemen oppo* 
site, let them have acted now they w^ould* 
Mr. fV. Smith thought that as this was 
a bare^treaty of» subsidy, there ought not 
to be tacked.to it any stipulations about 
binding tliis country not to conclude peace 
but in Concert with J^Jweden. He thotl^t, 
at all events, that at the same time that 
Jthose political negociations were going 
Lforward, there ohght to have been a con- 
case of yefition for arranging commercial objects. 

' peace I Tlie Resolution was agreed to, and the 
'- report*was ordered to be received to- 


attachment which she had uniformly shewn 
to this‘country throughout the war, to 
assist her to make the best struggle in her 
p(^i’ to exiriciite herself from^ the state 
iiit^Tvii^h she had fallen, f^ih the cir- 
ciunstanct^and events of th(5 war, without 
ility of ours. ^ \ 

said, ho was glad to he^ 
ipn. gent, allowed Sueded 
was brought in‘p her present situationinot 


b^^ any persuaVi/»" '«>t ^urs, but by the 


events of the 'vvar 
call on us. He 


she K\ad, therefore, no 
was hap^Y to find »there 
did not appear to be in th‘,jnind of the 
right hon. gent, any wish tO|iifduce Swe¬ 
den to make an obstinate res 
The Sccieiat'jj at War cite 
Portugal, to prove that no pui 
coul(i*atli>rd security against the arbitrary 
proceedings of France. Portugal had re- L morrow. 


peatedly purchased her neutrality, yet 
after all that country was seized and sub¬ 
dued by Buonaparte. As long as Sweden 
could defend heiself, it was an advantage 
to G. Britain as w ell as to herself to finable j 
her to hold out. 

Lord H. Pettj/ wished the money to be 
given to his inajest,ys ftiinisters in the 
shape of a vote oj^redit, to be by them 


Mr. Whitbread then moved the follow¬ 
ing Address, which was negatived without 
a division: viz. That an humble Address 
be presented to his majesty, humbly to 
represent to his majesty, tlrat his faithful 
commons, always desirous of supporting 
the dignity of his majesty's crown, and 
the faith of engagements contracted by 
bis majesty with foreign powers, will make 


^applied accord!^ as they should find iT|J good the Subsidy granted by his ma-jestjr 
’necessary and Tioper to make theadvanccs.^c^the king of Sweden. Nevertheless, his 

The riglit of^ithiT party to make peace, ^. 

ought 10 Irtfvx been kept perfectly ^Vee. 


HPtb o Orders in Council were to be the 
^dw, it was essential to take the best mea¬ 
sures for their complete execution. He 
had great satisfaction,in thinking that this 
money was advanced to Sweden merely 
for the purpose of defending [ier>elf and 
procuring peace, and not for the purpose 
of exciting useless and destructive w'ars. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
seemed to him that which way soevth* 
ministers ha<l ipade the treaty, they wouln 
have been equally unlikely to meet with 
the approbation of the hon. gentlemen 
opposite ; for they all dillered in opiniin 
with each other. The first hofi. gemt. 
thought it better to keep the’moiiey uj^er 
the controul of parliament. The .^^ond 


was for 
peace ; ^d 

tweei^tlwi 
have it as a 
of thtf 

Sweden could 


buy a 


noble lord •^ame in be- 
p^tremes, aijtl wished to 
_ ^*i1i^iej)art 
had contended, 

_ _ not malfe any effectual 

strug*|lc, but'*fnust be compelled to npike 
peace ; ,amWn another they insisted, that 
i^e wined to make peace, Sweden might 
do so, agd^reptoach us for at- 


s i’aithful commons feel it to be 
their duty, to represent to his majesty, 
that ij^the present state of the contest with 
his inajtMty's enemies, his faithful commons 
w^ould have ]>ocu better satisfied to have 
•answered siwh calls for pecuniary aid as 
his majesty luaight have thought expedient 
to make upep this house, for the purpose 
of assistiiig'uhe king of Sweden, under 
such exigents as his fidelity to G. Britain 
may bripg i^oii him, rather tha^i to make 
any grant resulting from the 'terms of a 
specific convention. Humbly to represent^ 
to his majesty, that his faithful coitmk^S^ 
have seen, w ith great concern, by the 3d \ 
Article of the Convention wit k t he 
Sweden, which his maje'sty KasTtEHfmCfi:^ 
graciously pleased to ^lir^ct should be laid 
upon t hg ^tablc of this house, that his ma- 
jes^^fl^boui^ himself ' not to conclude 
f(y peace or truce, or convention of neu- 
alfty with the enemy, exc^ in concert 
nd by mutual agreement with the king of 
Sweden.' A species of engagement, 
w^hich, as appears to his majesty’s faith- 
fureommons, ought never to be entered 
into exceptkag upon the most\natui^ de¬ 
liberation, and when the relative situation 
of th^ contracting parties is far dtl^Terent ^ 





. ‘from tbatjn which G, Britain and fiwc' 

, :iiow stand. That the jtjxperience of si 
^cojQlraetSjk made in the course of the Ihte J 


5 war with Frence, tend to prdve that they 


in j upon bv hi^ majesty's ministers fpr the 
h I successml prosecution of the war/^ 

l^EsviTs' Bark Bill ] The Chancellor 


cannot be I^iading on the weaker off the 
; ^0 contracting parties, because no man- 
' ncr of obligation can bind a state to its 
utter ruin; and in the peculiar situation in 
which Sweden now stands, it appears to 
this house, but too probable, that all the 
efforts of his majesty may not be sunicient 
to preserve her from submissicAi to her 
er^'iies, whilst, on ^be other hand, the 
perseverance of Sweden in the contest, can 
in no way be beneficial to G. Britain, and tiug- One’ol 
the article in question ma*y throw difficul-/ous one, som^ 


of the Bhechequer having moved ihayf^ie 


house shdllK^esolve itself into ajcomifni- 
tee on this biiR, 

yMr. Whitbredid repeated hi^^>jectio|i& to 
tlie bill, which he characterj^d as a most 
abominable measure, calci|;ated only to 
hoick the country up to un/^ersal execra¬ 
tion. It was theiivfechpt to put on 
the statute book yiy ofi those Ideas which 
evidently sheweja that the moral character 
of England ha^bcen gradually deteriorat- 


those ideas was that infani- 
time ago so prevalent, that 


ties in the way of negociatiou for the fe-l in case of iriyasioii no quarter should bo 


storation of the blessings of peace,,—^To rc-| given to the 
present to his majesty the surprize'of this » - 

house, at not finding in the Treaty siib- 


rench troops, Imt that they 
should be all massacred, or confined for 
pife to^work in mines and coal pits. The 
object of the bill was, like the old one of 
' hedging in the cuckoo,' impossible. 
Great quantities of bark were on the con¬ 
tinent, and he read a Parisian price cur¬ 
rent, tfv shew tihat bark was much lower 
in price thercTthan what had been stated. 
There were, in this country, above a mil¬ 
lion of pounds of ba*^, whicli, in another 
sense of th^ word, hJ^becorne a mere 


mitted to its consideration, any Article of 
Commercial Regulation between the^two 
countries. Ilis majesty's ministers having 
represented to this house, that thq best 
hope of success, in the present contest, 
depended upon certain measures afiecting 
the commerce of neutral nations, wine h 
are manifestly and avowedly impractica¬ 
ble without the co-o]>eration of Sweden. _ _ -- _, _ _ 

It was natural to expect, that fit a time J^drug,' and it was impo^l^le to sell it on 
when Sweden is to be defended withnl^^iy terms whatever. ThisVirk had been 
blood and treasure of G. Hritaiu, some imported under licenses froinVovcrnnient. 

Several persons had invested cb,iir whole 
property in tfiis article, and had, / 

opinion, a right to call on bis majesty's'/ 
ministers to require that the public should 
take it all into lhcir*,hands. Were they 
to be consumed for the purpose of carry¬ 
ing into execution the vengeance of the 
country ? Were they to be treated as 
shells, the cxjiloaion of which involved 
their own destruction ? The bill united in 
itielf detestable cruelty with absurd folly. 
Im tl)crcforc opposed the Speaker’s leav¬ 
ing the chair. 

Sir a Pi ice defended the policy of the 
m«lisiK'e, and contended that it was per- 
feclhy jJstifiable as a mode of warfare. 

To \his certain knowledge, yellow bark 
had .purcfiased in London at 10s. 
per lb. per cent, 

insurance had sold for a coiiSderablr pro¬ 
fit in Eran^et The njtlibifiilrjiTng of this 
rticjp iyto the intro- 

ftfsiion of our raanufa^?t^m^4J ifnd in* this, 
point of view thy measure? w^as most hii- 
inanp, as it tended to relicv(f-the distresses 
of our manufacturers. The to 

this measure vyas part of that 
plan of thwarting tlie^ measures of 


pulation should have been required from 
her, that she would not render totalU^ in- 
eilectual the measure which his naff^e'^ty's 
ministers have repeatedly delly^d to be 
most efficacious, now remaini^to be used 
against France.—^I'hat his mi*isi\ s faitli- 
ful commons are the more dL4f>pointeil at 
this omission in the present ffreaty, be- 
cajjpe by the r5th Article ol the Sc^crct 
Convention entered into bet\K:en.his ma¬ 
jesty and the king of Sweden, and sigm d 
'^Stockholm on the 3d of Dec, kSOl-, it 
T|[ji|rriV " that commercial arrangements ha(i 
J&ecoine matter of dlscusriion betvveen the 
. ij M a ).p owe rs, o nd that ' New points, vvhere- 
" ftl W.!lSiTiih e r c i a I interests of tlie two 

countries might Igj iqpre closely connected, 
were reserved for a particular apt.^— In 
these circumstances his majl*sty's I'Sfthful 
commons do freely grant to his majes ^ 
the supplyf||bcessLiry to make good*thi 
promise of his majesty's royal w^ord, but 
at the same time they deeply lament, that 
engagements should hav^ been cn- 
into.as may tend to embarrass ibis 
in degodatiori: and, thaj stipula-J 
iiohs are altogether left out, the omislion*! 

defeat ^0 tipieans now lilied 
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xneiit^ so undeviah'n^ly pursued by the 
bon. j^entlemeri opposite, who, in addition 
to their proceedingfs in the house, had, by 
J.^^ters and otherwise, instiLraud iho pjv- 
slntat'ion of petitions for p< ace. 

Mr. As, A. 7'If/yor asked by what,ri^ln 
the hon. i^lernien acculed any iiieniber 
of a disposiAon to tliw.irt the nujasures ol 
govenunenti^, Such an insinuation should 
never deter '.bu^Vagi ex[)r(‘ssin^ his*senti- 
ments on any ihl! that might be submitted 
to tlu; consideration ot'^ the hojise.. Ttifs 
bill contained a proposii'pn most flegrad- 
ing to the country, narn< l^y, to carry our 
liostiiity into the chanibtj,^s*of the sicljl 
• He denied that any atteihpt had beett 
niafle on his side ol‘ the house to pioinote 
petilion> for peace ; on the'contrary, they 
had discouraged such y>etitions. 

The Chancellor of the Exche^pier*enicrei 
into a general delencc of the bill, which 
he contended was not more devoid of 
hunnnitVt than the bill foi' prohibiting 
the exportation of cotton wool, or any 
other measure which must^ opeta^e in the 
first insiance most heavily upon the poor 
of the enemies country, and only circuit¬ 
ously on tho go;eTnincnt whom it was 
most (lesirableAo afiecl. He repeated, 
that the c\dJ would not he attributande 
to this connAy, for that the French govenr^ 
ment woi^l always have it in their powei 
to r*‘ them by pursuytg a reasonable 
bne of cnnrlnct. 

Mr. H\ Sinith aigued against t!ie bill, 
which he rootended would extend tho^o 
evils by which w.a* was rendered so hoi»- 
I’ible, and would tend to re-plunge the 
Wiu ld into a slate of b n harism. 

Sir IV. Etford defended the bill. The 
principle on which it had been opprist d 
"Went to this length, that we ought to turn 
our artillery from the enemy, for a htil'et 
was at leasi as fatal as a dysentery. We 
had a right to use every means by whic h, 
the government of a liostile country might 
be induced to conclude a rcasonaMe j^^ace. 

Mr. S. Lmhini^ton said, tliat the yninci- 
ple of the bill met with Jifs moa severe re¬ 
probation. It would have been better to 
have wiihhild fifimHi/eTVrnch the cloath 
ing v^ficlnt wms well knoti n they had oby 
tained tH^fn fhis^ountrv# 

* Mr. (Jordon tlm bill.% Th/,)fe 

at present a depot *r>f bark * 111 *this 
cjiuntry emial to thS. consumption of 3 
years ; ana he was convinced that JPvaiice, 
and'iji^oiher nations of the continent, 
eventually resort to us for a supply 
oWhat article.® # * 

Voi.. X* 


-Con4 

I Afl^r some further discussion the house 
tjien divided, For the Speaker's leaving 
tile chair 92; Against it *29 ; Majority <33. 

TJ)c bin th§n passed throu/jh a^comnnttee. 
if^ESOLUTIfliV approving JTHE CoNDCCT 
OF THE Speaker.] Mr. Secretary Cunning ^ 
wished, before the* house rose, to put a 
cpiestion to aright hon. gent. (Mr. Tier¬ 
ney) on the opposite bench. Feeling, as 
he xyas persuaded the house also did, a 
very great .interest in every thing which 
relaledV) the conduct of the person who 
filled* tlie Chair, ;yid discharged it- yery 
arduous duties so highly to their satisfac¬ 
tion, he could not reconcile it to those 
feedings to hat^e that conduct arraigned, 
without— 

Mr. Tierney said, he rose to order, and 
ohst^fvrd that there was no question be^ 
fore the house. 

Mr. Canning contended, that by the 
pmtttce of the house he was entitled to 
pul the question he intended. The 
quegtl.m was, whbther the right hon. 
gont. in ttonsequence of what had occun*€d 
in an early stage of tlie sitting proposed 
to give notice of any motion on the sub¬ 
ject ^ • * 

Mr. Tierney avowed that it w'as his in- 
tention*iii future to prevent that species of 
debate which w as called conversation, un- 
"less there w as some spe( ific motion be¬ 
fore the house, or some unflerstanding^^ 
esWiblishcd as to the lat’-iude which should 
^)e aMowod in it. He had felt iho.incon¬ 
venience ftf Ix'ing interrupted, at * a mo¬ 
ment wifi he was extremely anxious to 
rescue hi»nseU' from the charge of incon¬ 
sistency. I The attacks in ide upon him * 
in that htmse by the right hon. gent, in 
perlect go^id ^.ulnour, no* doubt, he^’ould , 
.have w'ell' p^assed by ; but felt some 
solicitude to obviate tno impression which 
they, might make out of donrs, if they 
wen* allowed to go imreruted-^P^Civ’as 
not his intention to make any motion on 
the subject, but to avail diAnselfji^,Jiis> 
privilege, as a member of Th^'llfTClSe, aftti^ 
take the remedy inio l|is own hands. 

TJi> Chancellor of the Exchequer detailed 
circimfstances attending the conver¬ 
sation, and inferred that the irreguiarity 
^omlnenced with the right hon.* gent.^s 
observations on what he termed the in¬ 
consistency of his majesty’s ministers. ‘He 
felt it bis dujy to retaliate tlie charge, 
And here the conversation was ^joj)ped,«ind 
he egneeived properly sfbppeiL by the 
l|hair. 

' Mr. Secreta# Coming obMrtedj that a 

♦ F 
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I of the house to the Cbnir which I now oc¬ 
cupy, and in which I have sat fov 7 years, I 
have the consolation to reflect, that this is 
the first tiiye that any imputation of 
a nature lias%een ascribed to ine^I ho|>e 
that,as lonj^ as it is the pieasyffe of the 
l}()use that 1 shoSicl occupy tht^onourabl« 
situation which I now hold, knuay remain 
tVee from such an iinputat^in. It is for 
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eonve^saiion of that kind became htregf- 
Jar as soon as it was formally taken notiae 
of* By the observation of his right horn. 
frWnd "(M». Foster), who haft said, that 
^the conversation being at an end, ilie 
^Quld move, See/ that notice had been 
taken, and the Speaker, in the impartial 
prosecution of his duty, wii^ compelled to 
|)revent the right hoii. gent, from proceed- 

Lord H, Petty maintained that his right 
bon. friend, by a rigorous cxeixi/e of the 
of the house, hj\d been deprived of 
an opportunity of rcliiting a charge pre¬ 
ferred against him. 

The Speaker addressed the house nenrly 
in the following terms ;—My conduct 
'having been brought l)cfore the judgment 
the house, accompanied with no Ifndis- 
tiiict charge of paitiuhty, I irii^t I sliall 
'be excused for oflcring a few words to the 
house on the subject. It has (•\ei‘ k-en 
the usage of the house, aiul it has been 
found a most convenient usage, to permit 
‘questions to be asked, tending to- htcilitate 
the arrangement of business. An occur¬ 
rence of this nature took place this day. 

The noble lord put question to a riglit 
hon. gent, to w^hich question an answe r 

was given. A right hon. ci'iit. tfien rose, ^?cd, nnicss the house cat’ 
-W'hose knowledge of the forms and efis- l/clarati 
toms of the hou^,* induced me to presume^ 
that he would not pass beyond the limit.^ 
which the occasion prescribed. J fiml np 
difhcuUy in saying, more espech^Ty a^ 

,that right hon, gent, has niadc tin* 

.acknowlcMlgnicnt, that htdore jjjfie termi¬ 
nation of his address, Ih^ didlj)atss those 
limits. The ianguage whicl-fthat right 
honourable gent, u.scd called tip ji right 
hon, gent, on ttie opposiio side, who re¬ 
plica to hyi». At that nionicnt «evenii 
non. members rose! Had that which then 
to^ place not (.ccurrcd, I frankly state I 
jih g aii ^ ave felt it my duty to have put am 
end to the conversation hut when'one of 
gcw tlcrncn who rose distinctly 
n?*cbnvc’rsation, no choice w'as 
left me on the sulyecf. I therefore inter¬ 
rupted the conversation, and op 
?iig to read the orders of thetlay, aqu^Ut 
ti<?n being open, the right hon. gent, ro^ 
in bis.place, and declared that which be 
had just stated. This was the proceeding 
^ as accurately as I can relate it to the 
hquae. I*appeal to their judgnvJnt wh^- 
jp. my cpnduct is liable to the charge 
1 . 4 -#^ K may be so, but if. it is I 


the lf)use to judge w li^ t^ 1 am so free 
or not; and it is for iFiI^Abus^ to declare 
Ivlicthcr tjiey willin futbre allow the con- 
tinuanl'c of that/usage which has given 
rise to the j^rq^Vnt occiiiTcncc. When I 
_ m instructVlj what is their pleasure, it 
rwdll be my duty to conform to tliosc in- 
siructions, and to cni'orcc obedience U> 
them, as well as to all the olhl*r orders of 
the house. Tlic house will, 1 am sure, 
•pardon" me for detaining iheir attention so 
long on a subject which 1 owm has deeply 
pained me, although I am not conscious 
in the course whi( h 1 have pursued, of 
having deservedly incurred the censure 
bestovvt«J on {fie.—[Loud and reiterated 
cries from all parts oi the house of hear ! 
hear ! ] 

Mr. Secretary thought the dis- 

cn.ssion would not be saTw^factorily terini- 

to some de- 
thcre- 

fnre, for tlie pnrpo>se of subiil^l ing e re- 

.gli smbwgkvliicli 

the hj^ust; ( ntorlained of the sei vicesVed' 
the right hon. g( nt. wdio fil)f*d the iMiair. 
Jdiev were all witnesses to the ability and 
•nnpartialitv with wdiio^i he discharged the 
aidu^ms duties aj>pertuiiiing to it, in tiiiics 
of violent contentions of parties and 
turl clcnt debate as had everoecuned in 
that house. The right hoii. gent, con- 
cluthid with moving ^'Tliai tins hou^e does 
highly approve of the upright, able, and 
iinpaitial conduct of the right hen. C. 
Abbot in the Chair <if this house. 

The Speaker having ];Ui the atlirrnafive 
of llie* question in a \ery low tone of 
voice, ant! obviously rnut h agitated, wois 
answ'ered by a* .vehement burst of Aye 
from all sides of the house. When he >vas 

branch of the 


ort ot‘their opinion. iKt rose, 


the "WgittKe 



I^am riot conscious of it. HavUg 
fodr times raised m.the> free chou^ 


about to put 
proposition, 

Mr. Tier)^ vose arid^ s^fid; 4bat as an 
TUdepencknt ni5lf>»W*oi^ parliayient, atid 
anxioiis to preserve the privileges of the 
Bytish parliament/ he feltV himself boynd 
in honour to say '''No,' * 

The Resolution was then as if 

*by acclamation; Mr. Tierney 
jnly dissenting voice. • • jT 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Thursdayy March 17. 
[C01.D Bath Fields Prison.] 


Mr. 


purpose 


Sumner wished to knnv^ whether it was 
the iiUeato)!! of the riglit hoii. gent to 
found any proceeding ui>on the pelition 
which he Ird presented in the house; 
bticause if ji intention^ he*\\ ould 
not take tile business out of his liaiids. 

Mr. ShcrUlan said, that lie had stated, 
when the petition was presented* that it 
was his wish that some en.}u;ry should be 
instituted into tlu^ gnevanoes coinplaiiwo 
’ of in the pctjtion, by hi', majesty^ govern- 
inenl, and ,lhat if some remedy was not 
rtpt^dily af.plied to these grievances by 
tliein, he slioidd submit some projiosition 
on the subject to the house, tor th'fe 
he wishrtl to give a reasonable 
^est some remedial 
measure. But, after wiiathad happened 
on a former occaMon, Im had no great 
hopes fioin that quartei> and nothing 
was proposed by tlicni in tlie interval, be 
should bring fuiward ^omc sjiecihc pro- 
po-iition upon the subject in,tlic c* uise of 
nextwcilv. ^ 

Mr Sutmi / had ihe fnllesl confiden’^e 
in the gove. niiicnt, and vuis sui t tht mem- 
Lers for ’’uiihilesex would not lo^c s'glit 
of a inatler that called so^paitu uhd'lj for 
tlieir atteiiMon. But the t har<u'tfr.oi the 
niagi''trai< s <>t that couniy was !n\olvedj 
and his anxieiy to dojiwiiit 10 these re- 
speclaljlo men, coflid nu^ gi\e way to Ws 
deference for any person or persons what¬ 
soever. lie tjuestioned w helher any steps 
thatw'ould be pri\ately taken by Ins ma¬ 
jesty’s governineni, would satisfy the op- 
pobiiituL He thought it extraordinary 
that the petilioneis, passing l)y the regular 
and proj.ei inodes ol addressing theii le- 
prcsentatious to tlte magistrates at the 
quarter sessions, to the magistrates who 
lormed tlie jail cominiitec, and^to the se¬ 
cretary of state for ine home department, 
had come in the first iw^lanee to parlia¬ 
ment. lie could attribute such a pro¬ 
ceeding to^no otheK motive than a desire 
to obtain a bad popularity, by exciting 
public clamour iujuiy/of the cha¬ 

racters o£ otheri-^hc/ugh the^l^ult jt 
* whatever investigatioi^ should talcc place 
W^uJd, he >ya/well satisfied, be very Jar 
from sutontiating the charges made, the 
yet remain on the journal^ 
lihel on the.magistrates of Mid¬ 
dle,.e:^. Be ^tei^ed ^ former 
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into tflledged abuses in the Cold Bath Fields. 
Prison, by commissioners appointed under 
Ine sign manual. Though, h orn the cha* 
racter oftllose commissioners,* there could 
be no doubt that they executed their trust' 
faithfully, yet, by Ihcir being appointed , 
by the crown, a sort of prejudice and dis-» 
satisfaction h»d always existed with re¬ 
spect to their report, among the common 
jieople, whom* it was most essential to sa¬ 
tisfy on tliiis head. To guard against thsjt 
evil C()nscqiience in the j)rcsent instance, 
he idteuded to rnavc to ichu* the pet^ion, 
and tlie matters connected wMtii it, to a 
pailiamonlaiy coiuimitee, to sit up stairs. 
Lmiking to tTie iii\ estigdtion wliich this 
comm:Me(‘ would iiirke, he would make 
no observaiion now' 011 the matters charged 
m the pctilhiu; but with a view to the 
farther inlonnation of gentlemen, he 
w ould move, “ d'liat there be laid before the 
ho^istS a co[iy of the report of the visiting 
magistrate^ of tlie county of Middlesex, 
to whom It was rel'cried to inquire into 
the truth of the allegations of Mr. Sheriff 
Phillips and Alexander Stephens, >vith re¬ 
spect to the use of ialse weights and the, 
distribution of lig^it bread, and other 
abuses m the Cold Bath Pields Pri.son.” 

The X7iancclior of the Exchcifuer did not 
w’isli to throw any obstacles in the way of 
a thorough investigation of tlie grounds of ' 
c<)m))hmit stated in the jietition, though# 
Ji©B.^did not feel disposed to acquiesce in 
the proposiuon of the lion. gent, who had 
just sal (Idwn. The light lion, gciit. w'ho 
|)l•e^enlcd» the petition, had intimated his 
mientum to wait till he saw v\hal steps 
w('re adojited by the executive govern¬ 
ment and he lead now to state that a 
commission was preparing, in wdiiij^ all 
ihe persorw. now alive, wdio Jiad been on 
the former commission, would be re-ap¬ 
pointed, and such names added, as he was 
sure, from their respectability^j4i#iild«give 
satisfaction both to the house and the 
public. • • • 

Sir F. Bimktt confesseJTtKat he StooB 
in the jircdu amenU oU ddiering in senti¬ 
ment v.dtb all thofe wlio had spoken upon 
the subject. In the first place, he pro¬ 
tested against the doctrine of leaving the 
grievances of the people to be redressed 
by what one hon. gent, had pompously 
denominated ^ his majesty^s government/, 
pr in other words, by the administration 
eft' the day. The hon. gent^^ho had 
brought forward the present seem¬ 

ed to entertain the most perverse notions 
yi the natnre of the petition^ which it wpj 
I . ' 
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td enter into the head of man. A 
petjtioin presented to that house prayina 
for; a redress of grievances on Jhe part or 
the^people, lie had construed into a charge 
against the magistrates of the countyi 
• and the only reason he,adduced for inquir¬ 
ing into the matter of the petition, was the 
vindication of the character of the nia- 
gistratos. He contended, on the contrary, 
that the petition luid nothing to do with 
the characters of the magistrates pi' the 
county, and if any of the magistrates ere 
implicated, it was the *corniniltee at the 
head of which was Mr. Mainwaring, and 
whose duty it was to superintend tlie due 
execution of the regulations for the ii'a-, 
nagcinent of tlie prison, lie was caui- 
vinced, that if the lionso of commons did 
not appoint a commiitec of their own 
lor the purpose of investigating the com¬ 
plaints of the pctilioii, m ither the peti- 
' tioner*? nor the I'oiiniry would be satfs- 
fied. Tlie hon. gent, had thought fit *to 
attrit)iite improper moli vosr to tlie pctiiion- 
ers, because they bad not addressed them¬ 
selves to the secret ary of state liefore ap¬ 
plying to that house, hut lie thought that 
the busine-s had been (|iiite long i nough in 
the hands of go\ermn{*nt. It was iiist 
brought fo I ward in I7^b}, since which no¬ 
thing had been done to nuliess the griev-^ 
ances complained of, and be did not won- 
M^Jer that those vvlio were sulijccted to them 
despaired of obtaining any relief J>6rn. 
that quarter. Neither was lie astpni^hed at 
the objections which liad been started to 
the appointment of a commitU'e of tbe 
house of eommons by the chancellor ol’ 
the exchequer, aw'are as he must be, of 
what w^ould be the r(*sult of a public iii- 
vcstipition. Restricted as w ere |he povA ers 
of the former comiiyssion, biy^ause ft bad- 
no authority to make retrospective inquiry, 
and notwitlistanding tlie long warning- and 
time whi'uh bad been given to tbe gaojer to 
prepare for their in<]uiry, it appeared from 
the report made, that he had set at 

✓ nought the regulations of the magistrates, 
2mtl the authority ftf ♦he laws. And by 
the late report of the members ^f the’grand 
jury, it appeared, that the prison weights 
were short of the legal standard ; that in; 
nocent •men were, confined in irons; that 
the gaoler was in the habit of w hipping and 
beating the^ prisoners by his own autho¬ 
rity ; that he was in the babit of bor rowing* 
mohey, amWepepting bribes from the pri- 
sotijsrsas the report expressed k, that 
had found out the secret 
Pl^Mg their proposals to the whnts of thcb 
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governor. He had reason to think, that the 
governor's daughtei's also were sometimes 
tempted beyond their power to resist, 
rt'hese were the least enormous of the iaClffe' 
that would come out on the inv(^stiga^ 
tion. He hoped |that Uie condijct of the 
inquiry w'ould not he taken /ut of the 
liands of the right hon. geiu. who had 
brought forward the business'; but above 
all, lie'liopeil that the wnpAj^t^nce of mak¬ 
ing a most complete and satisthctoiy in- 
\estigdtiomwould be felt. 

Mr. thought the proceedings of 

the hon. gen/, who brouglit foVward the 
imition, the most extraordinary he had 
ever witnessed. 'Ihe hon. gent, on rising 
asked iiim utudher he meant to,bnng for¬ 
ward any motion iqion the subject of tbe 
petition ^ whi( h lie had presented some 
tftiie ago r He had replied, that u was Ins 
intention to make a proposition on the 
subject in the course of next week; but 
instead, on that account, of waving his 
motion on this evening, as he expected, he 
had now fnade iiveci^ely that motion w hich 
ho iiiteniled tlieii to submit to the Inmse. 
Mr. Shi'ridan avo\i.ed^that he was by no 
means fond of an irujuiry into jmblic 
giiii’ anccs being conducted by a eomrnis- 
acting under the authority of the 
r king’s sign manual, lie liad no objections 
to tbe characters of those whoKiil acted 
under the fornA'v commission; but they 
had not salliciont powers, and what was r, 
worse, the result of that inquiry shewed 
that tlie same attention was not paid to 
sficli a commission as was usually paid to 
the report of a parliamentary conimittcc ; 
for certainly, upon the face even of that 
report, there were suflicieiit grounds tor 
the removal of governor Aris from this 
onic|\ He was by no means sure, there¬ 
fore, that the petitioners would be satisfied 
w ith the appointment of another commis- 
•sion under the king's sign manual, from 
whicli so^ little advantage had accrued in a 
former instance. He should, however, 
make it his business to inquire, whether 
they w ould be stilisfied with such a pro¬ 
ceeding, or hot; and if they were not, he 
should still follow up his original intention 
of submitting a'motion to the house in the 
course of next we^k. H^irhad no objection 
in the tinie^ UiStThefiaper moved for 
by thelion. gent, shpuld be produced ;*but 
ho mentioned a cironmstance, show h<7w 
little v^eight any representatio%JVom the 
njagistrates ought to have in circumsK^pggl^.^ 
like the present. A poor girl had br<fu^t 
a «;harg 9 against a lawyer for a rape ; 
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petion Contrived by giving money, or by 
some other means of influence with the go¬ 
vernor, to get hts accuser immured in a 
c&Lu; damp cell, in which she was so scan¬ 
tily fed on bread and water, that when she 
came foiward to give hjfr evidence in 
court, she could neither speak nor stand. 
And the inag.siratcs, alter inquiring intq^ 
the circumhtanres, had dnmn up a rejjre- 
sentation, to which U* signed their names, 
that the fafher of the girl was a poor ' 
button-uiaker, and tliat it was iuqiossible 
that she could liave been worse fed in 
orison than she would hav<i been at 
loine ! 

’ Mr. Me//i.v/v expressed his astonishment 
that the rtqjjirt moved for was saul to cor¬ 
roborate the allegations of the petition. 
It, on the contrary, contradicted .them, 
both as to the getting the woman with ^ 
child in the prison, and as to the weight 
of the bread, lie preferred a committee 
of the House to a coininission by goverii- 
inent, because, he frankly ^owaied, that it 
would be more satisfactory to the ]>ublic. 

Mr. Simmer repeated his desire to have 
a parlmmentary coinniitlee in the first in¬ 
stance, and proposed to read a list, which 
lus hon. friend would find to be candidly 
formed. 

Mr, SItrridau wished to propose a list of 
his own. in addition to the other jeases 
of abuse, he would mention’lhat ot a fo¬ 
reigner, who was insane, and who- had 
been beaten and confined to a cell. 

Mr. Mellish said, this foreigner, who was^ 
committed to prison for being a spy, was* 
not confined to a cell, and there was every 
reason to suspect that his derangement w as 
couiiterleited. 

Mr. C. Wynne could say nothing as to 
the treatment of that foreigner, but Jiis 
coinmilment was perfectly just and pro¬ 
per ; and it was necessary he should not 
leave this country, as he had information 
that would affect the lives of others^ ^ 

Sir F„ Burdett said, that he could not 
go the length of owning, that he should 
be perfectly satisfied thbugh the report 
of the present state of the prison should 
be fav<^rable, for he could pot forget that 
Aris himself had confessed, that he had 
borrowed money^^iij^ hi^ prisoners, beat 
them, wlflpped ffiem, and take^J^^JJjribes 
from them. Tj^re was something mys- 
terfbus in the support Xvhich this ^aoKji* 
had rejcebfc^d. He was notoriously a bad 
A dramatist, he recollected,* 
exhibited a lawyeiswho had been en- 


, afraid lest he should be rained, as he lived 
byj the badness of his character. Aris, 
hrweve», had wo occasion to be alarmed 
l>n this head. He had first embezzled the ' 
partsh money, and then the piwish put him 
ifi this situation in hnpes of recovering it. 
This system of solitary confinement was 
one of the expcfimcrits established m con¬ 
sequence of the representations of the ce¬ 
lebrated Howciril. But It had completely 
\iiled in, thi?i instance, for the plan had 
never been carried on under the regula¬ 
tions and restrictions which How'ard ntsid 
proposed. It w^ould l>e better to revert 
again to the old^ constitutional system. 

»T?ie ChanccLior of the Exchequer agreed, 
that there had been neglect somewhere, 
as notjiiiifg had been done upon the report 
of the former commi^sl 0 ^ers; but the ad¬ 
ministration liad no connection with the 
gaoler. He thought that a commission 
by govei inncnt was the best mode of pro- 
cei'Uing in the first instanci'. 

Lovd Folkestone lliought that, under the 
circumstances of this case, a pailiamen- 
tary commission wouhl be preferable. 

Mr. Wilherforce said, that many happy 
efiects had resultcJ from this system, 
though might be liable to abuse. He 
ihi^ught it would be better to take this 
Viatter out of the reach of |)arty feelings, 
and submit it to such magistrates and others 
as had bestow^al considerable attention 
upo1i...the subject. He therefore prefer¬ 
red a goverpment commission. 

Mr. Hoi ford ^aid, he had visited the pri¬ 
son, and found every thing in the best order. 

Mr. W. Smith said, that there w as some¬ 
thing mysterious in the circmnslancc, that 
nothing had been done ujj^pn the report of 
the formeri commission. He suspected 
that pArty Kuding had had rf great deal 
more weight tiian it ought to ha^’e had in 
that affair. He expressed his preference 
*of the#mode of a committee iflTliouse. 
—Mr. Brand and sir John Newport also 
aruged in favour of a ctuttwiittee. •Th% 
motion for copies of any presentment, &c. 
was then agreed to. * • 

Mr. Sh^ri^an then moved for a select 
committee to examine the allegations of 
tlu^ petition, and report to the house. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer preferred 
a commission in the first instance, and would 
therefore oppose the motion. • 

•JMr. Whitbread declared his preference 
of the pariiamentary mode,^ 

^he house then divided on MrVsheti- 
daV’s motion : Ayes 50, Noes 74^- Maju- 
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house of toBDs. * aod the immense exp^ce inouri^d by 

. < I sending out men to India, tor example, 

^ Fridays March J 8^ * l they must be convinced tbat an enlistment 

. [Danish Ships.] Lord brought* for seven years would by iiomeans^n- 

ibrward the rftoiions of which he had given swer the object with regard to the Co- 
^ notice, respecting tke Danish ships cap! lonies, f 

tpred, or detained by our cruizers, previous Lords King and Darnley ^supported the 
to any declaration of wuf. He did not ijan ior limited service, and complained 
foresee there would be ai,iy objection to that ^he present clause was inserted in the 
the production of the accounts he should^ bill only with an wisidious intenlion to 
move for ;*be only looked for^the;!! as tin/ undermine it. , 

grounds on which to build a futur,e and Tlm^ Dari of Buckinghamshire was con- 
geiferal motion rospectfag these proceed- viiiced from experience that a mixture of 
ings. The noble viscount concluded with fthe two syst-ems, of limited and unlimited 
making four distinct motions, the object service, was bc^t calculated for tlie va- 
of which w'as. If) ascertain tlie number i)f rious circumstances of the defence oftha 
ships and vessels btlonging to Deiiiiidrk, emjiire. « 

which were t'ound and det.dned iji the Earl 6Vom;wor was loud in the praises of 
British ports, previous to the is.sue of any the limited system. It alone could gain 
Order in Council for their capture or do- Vis the hearts as well as the arms of soldiers, 
tentinn ; aKo (d' the shins cajituiQd and and without their hearts, their arms would 
brought in pursuant to that order, and be of little avail, in the moment of ddii- 
that declaration of \v ar ; also, of the iium- cully and danger to which the country 
her of Danish ships that had lieeircoii- might perhujis soon exposed, 
demned and coiifis( ated, in consoquence Lord MdrilK^ took a retrospective view 
of the decisions of the courts ul‘admiralty of the state of the army, and of the vari- 
^ awd of appeal; and of the n urn be i of ships ous plans that had atdillcreiit times been 
whose case "'as now pending before those deMsed Ihr rreruiting it. He disliked the 
courts—After a few* w^ords "from,the earl fr# futmt intertcreiice of the legialature in 
of Suffolk and lord Hawkesbury the mo- what regaided our military establishment, 
tions were agreed to. In his opinion, it was best entrusted to the 

[Mutiny Bill.] The house resolved care iuid management of the chief exe- 
■ ‘ itself into a committee on the Mutiny bill, cutivc magislrSte ; and it was found of laie 
On the clause In ing read for allowing men to improve and flourish under the auspicei 
to enhst for life, « ol’ihe illustiious personage to whose hands 

The Duke of (MnucesUr restated the o])i- Uie sovereign had conhded it. The coun- 
nion he had deliveri d on a former octa- try never had an army so numerous and 
r aion, on the merils of the system of limited well appointed as that it had to boast of at 
service. It was a .system almost univer- the prestntmoment: and how was that army 
sally approved,* nut only by the* ablest ac(|uired ^ Not by any one plan or exer- 
gen^als of fon ign nations,ybut ^by the tion ; not by metaphysical recruiting, and 
most experienced'military/inen of thfs a jVnlosophical investigation of the moral 
country. It was a system that was gra- propensities and habits of men ; but by a 
dually improving, and that promised the combination of various plans and various 
fairestTesulTs; He was sorry that ench a* exertions, adapted to the nature and ern- 
moment as present should be seized to ploynnjnts of men as they were to be found, 
iftterrupt its fsimgrt^ss ; and so convinced and to tbo varying situation and exigen- 
wm he of the miscliiefs that must arise cics of the country. Of all the plans to 
from that interruption, that he must beg w hich the preserft flourishing state of the 
leave to propose as an ameurfinent, That army might be ascribed, the Additional 
• the word.s granting the power of enlisting Force bill, anij the enlisting from sup- 
for life, be left out of the clause. < plementary militia into the line, he con- 

Lord Boringdon was a friend to the sys- ceived to have most etficaciojas- 

tem of limited service; but various rea- But on^ system «^r ex^‘tion*had 

* sons conewrred to induce him to agree to raised our military forcaiy^to its present 
tlhf; clause, because it must be obvious aitfount and pevfeVtion, so nd* one plaft or 
a very (kSerefitsystem was necessary with exertion would-be sufficient to^Jiaiqtain it 
re^pecr to our colonial and our hdme (k- *114 that desirable state. A varietySyjdjjgs^j^^ 
If the house but duly conside/ed terns and exertionr. musl^, conspire Vo acr; 
the extent and distance of our seUl€menj», ^dmplish this wished-tbr object. He was, 

•f 
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therefore, for blending and uniting the two 
systems, res[)ecting the merits of which 
noble lords seemed to be so much divided. 

, tiord Sidmouth agreed with the noble 
viscount, as to the advantages derived to 
the army from volunteering from, the 
militia, but diflered wiih'^hlrn in his opi¬ 
nion as to the present system of enlistment. 
His lordship entered jnto a detail of tbs. 
measures adopted lor recruiting the <army 
during the, la-^t ami present wars ; and 
contemled th \i the system of reergiting 
now in operation was the only ineaf?ure to 
which the late administration could look 
W'ith confidence for keeping iif) the army/ 
without resorting to compulsory service, 
which, on every ground that could be 
stated, it w!Ts so-desirable to avoid. His 
lordShip said fie had entertained doubts as 
to the system introduced two years ago,| 
though he had given it his support as an 
experinn nt then neeessirv, in eoiiseiiuem t 
of the failure of the Additional horce act. 
That sv'^teiu had succeeded in the most 
ample manner, and had nun*e thiii\ equal¬ 
led the ordinary mode of recruiting and 
the additional force hill put together- He 
was satisfied that the-old mode of recruit¬ 
ing uoidd never-he sufficient of itself, 

, witliout some subsidiary system, siict^as 
the army of le,serve. , liv’ tiu new' system 
we had procured 4 force bi tter in <Jllalit^^ 
in stature, and in morals. He \va^, Uu re- 
fore, of opinion that any thing winch 
might go to deprive the country of any 
pait of the benefit arising from the system 
of limited service nvist be prejudicial, and., 
ouglit to be avoided. 

The Earl of Moira shewed, in a con- 
trastev! point of view, the advantages of 
engaging men for a limited period of ser¬ 
vice, rather than for life, as utiecting the 
siddier himself and his family ; and, frfim 
a view of the picture, gave a decided opi¬ 
nion in favour of Mr. Windham^s system. 

The Earl of IVesfynoixIand denied that 
there was any intention to put an*en(il to 
the new system. All that was bought by 
the present clause was, to^givc the old and 
e.stal3iished military practice .a fair and 
equal chance with the system lately intro¬ 
duced.*^ • 

Lprd Holland said the .house and the 
country had heJ^rcT^ go«d dc^l qf ^a ship 
. projected *by a nSble friend of 1 ? 1 S* (earl 
Stai^Tipe) v\'hi(;k posseissed the properly 
of sailing a^aimst wdnd* and tide, ^ffer 
all that system of a right hon. gent, j 
' "^^vllJJfc-iVindbam had done, his lordship* 

• was conviaced adequate idea of its 
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mcrit&^ould yet be formed; it had never 
yet got fair piay; but had been obliged, 
a| least during the greater part of its 
course,*!ike'the vessel of his ii-jhle friend, 
to/iaii against wind and tide. 

The Duke of Clouccster replied to the 
ifienuit arguments \vhich had been ad¬ 
duced m support of the clause ; which, on 
being put, was carried, and the amend- 

f ient negatived without a division. 

' . ~ 

• iTOUsn OF COMMONS. 

» Friday, March 18- 
[Pktitiom fu()m*JV1an(’Hkster respect¬ 
ing Peace.] C'olonel Stanley presented a 
petition signed* .50,000 persons, iiiha- 
1 bltants of Mam lu ster and its vicinity, 

I praying the house to address the king, to 
I negkn't no opportunity of entering into a 
I neg;ocialion ibi peace ; and to aiibrd such 
! relief as in their uisdoin might appear 
j suiti d*to 1^1*^ emergency ol' the case. The 
I petition contained a vivid description of 
I the distressed sil nation of tin* persons whose 
I names unre subscribed ; and stated tlieir 
conviction that their disircss arose from 
the contiiuianee of the war. 

Mr. Whitbread saUl that this petition,* 
signed by .50,000 persons, in addition to 
j tfie thoisnaiids who had petitioned before, 
laid a great weight of re.spoiisibility on 
iitinisteis. An insinuation had been thrown 
out, that some gentlemen on Ins side had 
liai^ 1 eeonrse to artifice, in order to en- 
ehuraige these petitions. He knew nothing 
of any suck artifice; and firmly believed, 
that thi^ petition was wrung from the per¬ 
sons subscribing it by their distresses. 
The language of the petition was unex- 
ceptioiiai)le, and even highly respectful. 
Unless ’ministers, therefoi'o, shewed a se¬ 
rious djsposlyon to enter into a negiTcia- 
tioii, it woukKbo the dCity of file house to 
interfere, and address ibc throne on 
^subject.—I’he Petition was ordered to lie 
on the^ table. / — 

[Petitions against thji *OunERs , w 
Council.] Mr. AldeniiairCombe n!ove4 
the consideration of the London, Liver¬ 
pool, Manchester, &c. petition, against the 
Orders in* Qouncil. This was agreed to, 
and counsel was ordered to be called in, 
Mt. Brougham was heard at the l^r, m 
counsel in behalf of the merchants, traders, 
and others, concerned in the trade, be¬ 
tween Ai^ierica and this country, and 're¬ 
sident in the city of London, and 
Liverpool and Manchester.’^ 
cevmserhaving stated the eotstb lof 
tioWs withw;per$picuily^andvca4bis^^ 
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pmceeded to call his witnesses*^ The 
mst was G. W. Wood, a partner in art ex- 
ten.^ire cotton nianufactory in Manchest^. 

‘The ohjeci of his dcpasition to prove,^ 
that the trade of that firm had considfr- 
ably. deerea-.e.l in conseijuencc of the Oil 
ders in (Council, Tlfe next witness was I 
]Vlr» Phil dps, whose te.s^imony was to 
much the same purport. I’he next vvitiieas 
was a Mr. Palmer, a clerks or aj^^ent to the, 
house of Guest and Co. in .America, —j 
The learneil counsel then slated,* that he 
ihjuld next call Mr. Alex. (iJlcniire, for 
the purpose of provinst the interruption 
given to the course of the remittances be¬ 
tween this country and America, by* the 
operation of the ()rders in Council. Mr. 

Glennie was called accordingly,/and un¬ 
derwent a long examination.—On tlfe mo¬ 
tion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the further consideration of the Petitions 
was postponed to Tuesday. * # 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

r 

Hdturday^ ]March IP, 

[PfiOTt.sT ON THE Muriw Bill.] The 
Mutiny Bill was raid a tfnrd lime and 
passed. When the qiu siion for the third 
reading was pu% earl (irey rose*;ind said, 
that he should move that the words “''al¬ 
lowing individuals to enlist for unliuiitftl 
service^^ he left out of the l)ill. lonl- 

^»hip said he did not mean to discuss, the 
point, and only unde the motiim that His 
opinkon of the clause might bf iiiserled in 
the journals of the hou^e. The motion 
was then put, and it was negatived with* 
out a division. 

The following Protest was entered upon 
the journals.—** Dissentient: 1st. Because 
the words propo.sed to be or/tiecl, b}^ es¬ 
tablishing an oj)tidn bctwe<m limited and 
tiinlimited service, etleet an alteration in a 
syste m, the .s ucce.ss of which has always 
appearea lb"CrS*^to depend on a lon^, scru¬ 
pulous, an#l .uninterrupted adherence to 
#he princifiles^m which it was onginall}^ 
formed. The inijuc^ment held out to en¬ 
list, by limiting the term of service, is 
founded on no Immediate boutity or reward, 
but on the hope of future and distant ad¬ 
vantages, A confidence in its stability* if*, 
therefore, absolutely necessary to its suc¬ 
cess, and any alteration must tend to shake 
: that j^rtftdence, and to create, an appre- 
"*^wiiin the minds of the people, utiat 
itRif^rorff time to time will be intro- 
ed, that faith to individuals will nojf be 
upul^usly maintained, and that the ad- 
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yahtages beM out to them will l^ecome 
precarious and uncertain, as we//as remote. 
Nor are such suspicions likely to be allay¬ 
ed by the reflection, that the alteratioit in 
question was chiefly supported by persons . 
avowedly hostile to the principle of limit¬ 
ed .service, and •fhat the arguments urged 
in favour of it in debate, were more calcu- 
'hiied to recommend a total subversion, 
lhan‘a modification or improvement, of the 
system so recently established.—2d. Be¬ 
cause the^ particular alteration, no>v adopt¬ 
ed, tdnds to counteract the beneficial 
I operation of the original measure, hy ren- 
dering con/plicated a system which it was 
peculiarly desirable should be distinctly 
understood by that class of the community 
from which our army is chiefTy recruited. 
—3d. Because no necessity, arising Trom 
any failure of the system established in 
ISOt), has been, or can be, urged in justifi¬ 
cation of the change now introduced. On 
the contrary, the marked preference givi n 
to limited service, by tho'.e who enlisted 
from th?> inilitjU, under the act of last year, 
the general success, and above all, the re- 
iryjar and progressive improvement, which 
h<is hitherto attended the recruiting for a 
lirnited term of years, have exceedt d the 
hopes, and confirmed Hie expectations, of 
the most sanguine ef its supporters.—Tth. 
liccause the change is *not recommended 
l)y afiy iiTiino^|iate advantage, nor ada[)ted 
to tmy extraordinary exigency of the 
time ; but calculated solelvj m the view' of 
its supporters themselves, to surmount dif- 
fii'ulties at once speixilative and remote. 
—5tb. Because the admission of soldiers for 
life tends to perpetuate the existent e, and 
to aggravate the inconveniences, of that 
mixture in the conditions of srrv ice, which, 
w hen tciiipordry and unavoidable, formed 
th*e most j>Iausible objection to the original 
measure.—For these reasons we thought 
it hazaivlous to adopt a regulation, recom¬ 
mended by no motive of convenience, and 
liable'to. many serious objections; wt 
were unwilling, hastily and wantonly, to 
interfere with V;hat was apparently well; 
and w'e were anxious to record our disap¬ 
probation of an experiment, wliich must 
disturb, and may, eventually, if nitt inten¬ 
tionally, subvtrl a system, calculated to 
prodi^ a constJint, iiryjlc, ui^ppies.<ive, 
and <^ap supply of recruits to the army.- 
(§igned) Vassal 1^ Holland^. Grey, 

Esseti, Cawdor.*'’ * 
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[^XPRDITiOJi TO COREHHACEN,] ' Mr. 
Sharp rose and Ecldressed the bouse as 
foJJovvs:—am now, sir, to intreat your 
attention, and the attention of the house, 
to a motion ol‘ which 1 some time siuc^ 
gave notice ; but, sir, in giving thajt noticel 
then, and now in risiilg to perform thJ 
roinise implied in it, 1 am afraid that I 
ave suflered inyaelf to be too m^i^jch 
influenced by irresistible feelings# of disi 
approbation respecting the expedition Ol 
Copenhagen, and by those of d.ecp re* 
gret for its consequences, and *too little by 
a proper regard to my own want of pre¬ 
tensions to that indulgence IVom the house, 
which I have risen to solicit. 1 wull not, 
however, str, diminish that small claim to 
the accustomed generosity of the house, 
wbich every member may hope that lie 
has not forfeited, by occupying* one *nyi- 
inent of its time with a topic that must be 
so little interesting to it, as the ieelibgs 
and difficulties of an individual.—And 
yet, sir, the difficulties are neither few, 
nor inconsiderable, W'htch mu^it be sur¬ 
mounted by any man vvlio has to request 
that the thoughts of parliament may again 
be directed to a •suftjcct already so fre¬ 
quently discus.sed in many of ils parts, and 
on which most of the distinguished ^rsons 
in this country have cominiuheated tlie 
information svliich they had to give, de-* 
dared the sentiments tint, they tnid form¬ 
ed, and detailed, too, at so mucli length 
and with so much ability, the argumeuis’ 
by which they siqiportcd sueli sentiments. 
Yet perhaps, sii, i* may not be whdly 
useless, perhafis it may be viuy advanta¬ 
geous that parliament should be remind¬ 
ed, (though by me very bnelly) of some 
of those facts, opinions and reasonings, in 
a stage of this important business, which, 
it w'as impossible to omit, without l<?aving 
the discussion imperfect, and tlie senti¬ 
ments of parliament undeclared.—BuX, 
sir, in truth these several debates, to which 
I allude, have rather been of A pi^limi- 
nary and preparatory nature,*clearing the 
way for a final and so(,efnn exiunination of 
the conduct of ministers, by which they 
have had the courage to say (courage 
is mft the word, sir) tliai they have saved 
their country, but by which, in a iruns- 
•action the ^-eateat impor^jiyce to tlie 
national character and intorests^-the for- 
Slielr may liav^e obviously been disgraced,^ 
and the lAter destroyed.—Thereare’how-’ 
evet:^ :>ir, other reasons rendering it high- 
‘ly .proper to bring this subject again 
before the cyei of* parliament, for. mi- 
Voi.. X. . O - 
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’ nistsjfs have thought fit in every debate 
to tell us in a triumphant and taunting 
tone, that what they have been doing 
has Beenisanctioned by universal approba- 
^tion. This assertion, so loudly and so 
often repeated, renders i*t incumbent on 
every man who thinks himself and tho* 
public caiuijimated by this imputation, to 
take every proper opportunity of deny¬ 
ing Ills concurrence, and of disclaiming 
any participation in the sanction so skil¬ 
fully; but so unjustly taken for granted. 
Tli« public opinion, sir, to this efiect, may 
conditionally perhaps have been exp^ressed 
very early in this proceeding (though I 
a;ii ikr from*thiukmg that it has), but that 
opinion, if it even e\isled, has certainly 
changed most rapidly, and the conduct of 
mmislers in acting without the necessary 
evidence, or in svqipressing that evidence, 
seems now to have ()Cca:>iniiL*d an universal 
eg^ir^uize and censure.—Such an approba¬ 
tion may have been obtained by false 
pretences, the consi i(ui('e of the people 
may h.ive been surprized ; they may have 
thought it but justice to ministers to pre-* 
sume that the}^ would justify tlieir con¬ 
duct, but, sir, we <t)ught not to do the puB- 
lic the injustice to believe, that they deli¬ 
berately approve this remarkable measure, 
•unless it he defended by facts that are 
incontestible, and b}' reasonings that are ^ 
unansweralile, both proving its overruling, 
^•videiit, irre.'iistiblc nece'jsity.—It is, sir, 
very ea.sy to conceive that the capture of 
many sftips of the line, and an arsenal of 
stores would, at first siglit, be vcJry strik¬ 
ing to the imaginations of the people of 
this country, who feel at all times with 
such extreme sensibility whatever is con¬ 
nected with the navy ; 'with the navy, sir,, 
at opcc source of the^r security and 
of their ^ry. But it would be libel¬ 
ing both their hearts and their under¬ 
standings not to believe that^ihey took it 
for' granted, that mfoflTRSiion, indubita¬ 
ble information, would, lie affbjded to 
them, proving the necessity of^ob- 

taiuing these shgcis, and these stores, by 
besiegipg the capital, and destroying the 
inhabitaifls of a nation with whom, two 
very short interruptions excepted, their 
fathers and themselves had been.at peace 
for centuries, ^nd with whom our connec¬ 
tions had recently increased in a most re- 
mark£ii)le degree, producing* incalcttklJle 
benefits both to them aijjd tooursielWs.-— 
Sir, I could not congratulate^s majesty 
^on this success against his. nei^miour, and 
his kinsman; 1 could not particif^aila in 
4 G 
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this wretched triumph, nor could th^peo- of one is entitled to as much respect of 
pie of England, unless they looked for an hundred,) because, sir, fortunately we 
^uch a vindication; for if they had, theiii have lately learnt that a resolution sanc- 
joy would kave been as absiiVd and as^ tioned by the whole chorus of the rna- 
^jlreadful as that of an infant delighted Jo>'>ty may be rescinded by the same mu- 
^with the blaze of its own garments on fjority,,and that papers denied when waht- 
* lire. Sir, the burthen 6f proof lies heavi- ^cd to elucidate th^ proceedings by which 
ly on those who advised his ^janjest}- so to the safety and honour of England were 
*ctnploy his navy and his army.—Every . endangered, will be granted, wfien any 
man must hold such an unpiwoked bre^ach jorio of« his majesty*s servants thinks sncli 
of neutrality in abhorrence, U|;iless it be I papers are necessary to his own vindica- 
unanswerably juslilied, and lliosc who 'tion. .{Since majorities* can so easily 
havc^bestow'cd upon it an approbation'be- change Hbeir opinions for such purposes, 
fore enquiry, are now entitled, are now it is but treating them l\andsonu ly to sup- 
called upon to retract that approbation, pose, that a sitniiar change may take place 
unless they have proof that‘the necessity when such a change is demanded by their 
was not to be resisted, and the violence* duty and their consciences.—The facts of 
not to be avoided. Whr’l, sir, has been this astonishing event arc fenv anti strikitig. 
the conduct of ministers? tlicy scenf to in a season of profound pcaccMvitli Den- 
have formed themselvt s into a Society' for mark, anil in truth at a time of increast d 
the Suppression of Papers. They have communication and connection with that 
denied all the material docuineiils,'and neighbouring kingdom, a large British 
have only granted others to answ er pw- army and fleet sail to the attack of its ca- 
vate purposes. They have denied to iqu- jrital, invest it, besiege it, fire it, bring 
liamcnt what ought to have been the nia- vlestnictiotfi on ij^i peaceable inhabitants, 
terials ol‘ their defence, ayd have com- and finally obtaining possession of it, bring 
pelled us to biing them to trial without home all the ships in its harbour, and all 
the evidence to which we had a right, the stores in its arsehal!—This is the traiis- 
They stand at the bar, sir, by tlieir own action which the ministers are bound to 
fault, under the strong, the natural ^:)reju- justify not only to the consciences of a 
dice, that either their allegations art*" majority of this houscy but to the complete 
wholly unfounded, or that if they do pos-^' satisfaction of every honest man in the 
sess any knowledge from which parlia- nation,•■and evej-y reflecting man in Eu- 
ment is excluded, that the effect of tliat rope, since his majesty confosses in hrs 
knowledge would have been to condemn declaration of the 25th of Stqjt. • That 
and not* to acquit them.—Sir, Aiey must " he owts to himself and to Europe a frank 
be either condemned or acquitted. Par- ‘ •xpositlon of the mbtires which dictat- 
liament, as it values itsow n character both ' ed his late measures in the Baltic.’—And 
•'abroad and at home, must pronounce a since he adds, feeling it to be a cruel no- 
sentence on this transaction, and as scru- cess'iy, * He did forbear as long as^there 
I piilous^v, iis if sw’oVn to determine accord- ' could be a doubt of the urgency of the 
ing to that eyidcncc. 'Ibis (^ntry, sir, , • daiiLUT, or a Iiofic of counteracting the 
“Europe, the world, ex'pect thaV^vve shall do " rueAn.s and di.spositions of Denmark.’— 
our duty strictIy^ And the world wait es- Whether such a frank exposition of the 
.teem or clfijijyseparli ament as it conducts motives of the measure has been given : 
•itself on this gu^t; tdis serious occaVion. Whether every doubt of the urgency of 
—Sir, ^owm there is one discourage- the dflng6r jias been remov<id : Whether 

•yn^t that I feeCfor‘it is not possible to not a hope did remain of counteraction 
conjecture what may the result even if by any but the vibtnt means employed } 
their violence be condemned, sii^ce, un- are the questions, this is tlie 

•happily, sir, we have too recent tin experi- i«,sue which the house is now to try, and 
ence, that a verdict of guilty pronounced in trying it, the house itself is oh its 
by an awful tribunal may*lead to rew ardtrial, and every man in ij too on his own 
a sentence of condemnation, may be a trial, b^pre "the face o£ this ^ountiyi 
tiUe to promotion. But, sir, I own that I of EurojfC^ and of the world.—The Ju^ti- 
am not discouraged by a recoilewtioa of hcatipns are, ]. * That Fr'ancji designigl 
■the ftrdj()riti(j|F th^t liave hkhci to supported* to obtain possession of the Fleet, by 
yninisters^^^'^lthough, sir, such my sejzing Jutland and Holstein. 

^br a majority, and so y:>ary Russia had combined^ with France for*thiff 
ipl^taryis iu nature, that a majority^ purj^ose. 3. ThatB*enniarkhadintriguetl 




11S9] PARL. DEBATES, March 21, Expeditim to (hpenkagm. [1190 


with the enemy, and was hostile. 4. That 
Denmark though friendly, was unable to 
resist. .5. That the danger arising from 
• these facts, was certain, urgent, and 
exfferne, as to create a case of urgent,! 
paramount necessity, leaving his majety’sl 
ministers no choice; but, while it was yetf 
time, to seize the ships, and that they 
might obtain them, to besiege and tfnJ 
the city and destroy its peaccable^inhabil 
tahts/—t. Of the first there is no disput4 
—It is saying nothing to say ♦that’Trance 
is hostile, ambitious, active, unprincipled, 
ready to break all laws divide and human, 
to' obtain her purposes. This we know, 

' and knowing, have not liithcrtodreaded her 
power, o;f; so dreaded it, as to take, till 
lately, cruel and impolitic counsel of our 
fears.—Violent and intemperaty as the 
ruler of the French is, it may he said*of 
})‘m as it was of Philip of old, that in one 
respect, you may never doubt his veraci¬ 
ty : you may always believe him when 
he threatcris. Yet even in using this jilea, 
his rnajesty^s ministers have cbntrived to 
put themselves in the wrong, or at least to 
render themselves subject to contradic¬ 
tion, by slating in the declaration that 
they had positive information the 
enemy’s determination, which assertion 
the Crown Prince'mentions witli indig-^ 
nation, as founding the attt inpt on mere 
vague rumour, and pintended inlbrnia- 
tion.—The whole amount, too, o-i’the al-* 
lodged information, extends only to their 
making preparittions lor cnlleetlng a force. 
—2nd. ‘ That Russia had combined w'lth 
France, for the purpose of putting the 
fleet into the possession of France/—See 
doclaration against Russia, p. 4. and Mr. 
('aiming’s dispatch 2vSth Sept. p. 9. Of 
this combination the only proofs o^ered 
me, an assertion that such a confederacy 
formed part of the secret arrangements 
at Tilsit; and an<fther assertion,,that In^ 
formation to this elfcci had arrived from 
Portugal. — This iutelligenoe could mot 
have arrived in time t^ occasion the ex¬ 
pedition ; nor is it to be depended on, 
since it ca\ie from that Portuguese minis¬ 
ter ^dio had misled us in his communica¬ 
tions to a former uiiuistry, resfiecting/tlie 
.arrival of the French a\ Bayonne. This, 
sk, is distinctly and directly cofitradicted 
both by Rus^a and by Rrance; and such 
^(lonfedej^Cy is utterly inconsisiteni with- 
the conversation that took placc*between 
the irfmperor of Russia and lord Hutchin¬ 
son. Lord G. L. (Jower vindicates our 
conduct towafds^Coi^hagei}, by alle^g-i 


ing intention of France, and the posi» 
live data he had of such intenbons, bu% 

I he Stvys nothing of the Coufederat y ; and 
speaking of this vindication* in a subse- 
Apicnt dispatch, he says, ' that so far frorti 
concealing the reasons which produced * 
that expedition, he had declared them 
with the utn#ost frankness.’ In Mr. Secre¬ 
tary Canning's reply to the di .patch of 
2nd Sept, lie says tluft his ' majesty entire¬ 
ly apjirowed of the answer returned by lord 
G. L. Gower to general Budberg's note, 
on Ihe subject otilhe operations at Copen¬ 
hagen.’ Lord G. L. Gower also in ano¬ 
ther dispatch, states expressly ^ that it was 
, s^niietiine after lliis that tlio. fiviieh mission 
considered itself as iuivliig trininphccT.’ 
—But, sir, the dates alone are suilicicnt 
to destroy the crediliiiity of tlic pretext, 
and w ith its rre.'ibility to destroy too all 
our pretensions to veiaeity and justice. 
The treaty was signed on the Njemen, on 
the ytii .Inly, and the order for the sailing 
of* the expedition w^as on the iQth. It is 
remarkabity loo, that the object of this 
expedition had lieon aniioimced .several 
(lays helbre in more than one nevvspapcjr. 
The collection, too, of so extensive an ar¬ 
mament recjuired mu{ b previous exertion, 
and quich firevioiis time; nor will any fa¬ 
cilities arising from former preparations, 
account for the early (jiubarkalion. This 
plea, however, has not been supjmrted by 
rtn'usmg papers, &c. and has been aban¬ 
doned. ^Russia Avas at issue watli thu de- 
claralion on a (pte^tion of fact,* and his 
majest^/s ministers iiave run out of court 
afraid to stand trial.—On the whole it 
it seems to be believed that his majesty’^ 
niiniisters might have iTceived some intel¬ 
ligence Jo the supposed eflect, )^t that* 
they* fouffiJ^themseiv^\s deceived, after hav¬ 
ing largely'rew'ardcd the informant, and 
that having used the allegation as a pre¬ 
text, it w^as not nossi blc tcL-O.’vn * that they 
him been dujjed.—.TrJ!i3ut, Denmark has 
been charged wdth hajih§ beei> ca^il 
intriguing with Russia and France, and 
with"having been ^ui4ty of collusion. Sir; 
the miniijfcrs in advanciriLT this charge^ 
which was so soon abandoned, seem to 
have, acted base principle of giving 

Others a bad^Bme, that w'e may sav6 * 
ourselves the trouble ofdoiiigtlieni justice; 
and the same unju.stifiablci inotive seeitts 
to hav\* actuated them in charging her 
also, more generally, with an^hos- 

tile mind to this country. Tfte hon. se- 
^uetary endeavours to prov*e» it from the 
conduct 6f the Danes in 1801, {ascribed 
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in the declaration only to an inabiVly to were it not that these circumstances have 
resist the dictation of Russia and France,) undergone a separate and serious discus- 
and from their joining the arm^d neutra-| sion here, have incurred a solemn reproof 
lity in the A^ncrican war.—Now, sir, it is^ elsewhere, and were it not also that 1 ' 

not denied iha/ Russia was concerned, of no pleasure in dwelling upon the miscon'- 
, rather was the principal in both these duct of that righ^ hon gent, of such ex- 
hostile acts, and yet we properly enough Uraordinary talents.—liut, sir, in reference 
confided in her subsequent treaty with us, to the letter of lord Ilowick to Mr. Rist, 
and hostility in Bohemia and Poland, Vl’must say, that a most unstatesman like , 
against France. Were we fo reject «her rand illogical use is made of dispatches, if 
aid, or at least to place no rclirmce on iS /controversies of a coinmvrcial kind, how- 
because'she had thought fit to be jealous ever wAi m and eager, are to be considered 
of our maritime supeiiority, to shew *dis- as indications of a disposition to fixed 
gust at some of the exercises of it, and to political hostility, of a determination to 
combine for its diminution ? But, while aid the French in their endeavours, not 
the hon. secretary was consulting history, merely to humble but to annihilate this 
for past proofs ot present hostilities, why country, to extinguish the li^t of the 
did he stop so short ? If he had but gone world, to beat down the head of the Pro- 
back to the Heptarchy, he might have tostantis^Q of Lurope, and, as 1 might have 
found irresistible evidence of the hostility cfllled it, before the fatal expedition which 
of Denmark, and of the propriety ot re- is ,the subject of our consideration, the 
vengingonthe Danes, our contemporaVit^, bulwark of civilized society, and the last 
the injustice vie had sustained ftom th^ir assertor of the humane and beneficial laws 
forefathers. Sir, there is undojubtedly of nature, and donations.—Sir, there is a 
some levity in such a remark, but the peculiar, ^n allowed irritability to such 
right hon. gent, must be the last to com- commercial discussions—something of the 
plain of the introduction of levity into spirit and of the haggljng, and chaffering, 
important alia ITS, and indeed it is very dif- even of the pettiest traders whose inte- 
licult to treat such arguments in a grave rest%» re at Stake, enter into the discussion 
manner, or to honour such frivolous rea; between the powers themselves, and have 
sons with the ceremony of serious confuta-i never before been coh'sidcred as evidences 
tion.—Not s.itisfied entirely to rest ihe proof of an alienation in our political relations. 

Qf this hostility on such feeble grounds as —If such disputes are to be taken as evi- 
these, the respectable authorities of lortl < dence of an intention to go to war, vi e 
Grey and Mr. Garlike have biien intro- never can hope to be at peace; and here, 
ductid to support this accusation against sir, 1 cannot but ob.>>erve^that many of the 
the Danes: to both of whom have been cdmmercial regulations m France and in 
imputed declarations of their belief in other countries of which we complain, 
*this supposed hostility. It is unnecessary they have an undoubted right to make 
for me, sir, to coipment on the peculiar even in peace.—But, sir, here too I need 
’ mischitf that may arise from engouraging not content myself with observing that 
any minister be at.once so ^mmuhica- mini-jters have not offered even the sem- 
tive a member of parliamer/t of extracts blance of proof; for here, too, there are 
from documents tc answer a purpas^ in not wanting presumptions, and proofs of a 
debate, a minister w^hen positlkind, tending fo discredit wdiolly 

the W'hole of theaocuments are w^arlted this upfbvyided charge against the Danes.-— 
byjjarkamenf tb^nable it to judge of the In the first place, no such charge is made 
necessity of a new^ war; because, sir, in the Prociamati,on issued by lord Gain- 
the futility and unfa«rn«ss of such an im- bier and lord Cathc^rt, nor is any .such made 
putation have been almndantly by in the Declaration, which or:*iy slightly 

the subsequent defences of the noble lord, intimates that Denmark might be hi^stile, 
andbysubsequentproceei^gsinthiNhoune., because she was once 'before engaged in^a 
It is enough now for mre to state, that hostile confederacy.—The encampment, 
neither the noble lord, nor our minister at too, of fheir forces in Holstein,* where 
the Danish ^ourt, did, in their disjiatchcs, they might be of use against France, f^nd 
express any opinion of the sort that has,‘in Zealjtiid, where w/5 might b^expectea, 
been'impu£pd^to4.hem. lam well aware is another presumption, and not to bjgL 
that h»lie,€ir, there are topics of censure coficiled to the supposition of her having 
thet right hon. gent, which aie*^ engaged in any confederacy ag-ainst us. 
enough and would be lempting, nad.not made^wmomtratiofll . 
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with btfV navy, which continued just in the* case of 'Virgent, imminent, paramount, ir- 
same state of preparation in which it had resistible necessity,^ but it is gone, vanish- 
been for nearly half a century, nor could it ediand has ieft no traces. 1 c^n find no 
have been ready for sea, in less than six sRi/stance left, not enough to set up even , 
or eight weeks. Her merchant ships were, aJi/ man of straw, that 1 miglft combat it. 
too, chiefly in our ports, pr in the seas Fir, sir, every failune of the reasons as- 
which we command, and her sailors were signed for each separate cause of dread, 
distributed over the world, but mostly „the abandonment of the plea derived from 
in our employ and in our power. IJven tJe alledged articles, or engagements, olt 
our West India ships have been chiefly aj rangements at Tilsit, from the charged,i 
manned by Danish*sailors, our native sea- wt aban^on^d collusion and hostility of . 
men having been convStantly impsessed the Bapes; as well as the deficiency of 
into his majesty's service, so that mer- proof even as to the'ir inability when aiS- 
chants can scarcely retain ever>the ship's ed by us and by the Swedes, all these are 
apprentices, and too frequently even the so many props taken away from the sup- 
masters themselves are carried off. There port of that crazy building, the fortress 
are, indeed, a few.invalided men from our of the arguments of ministers, namely, 
shipslof WtU', and here and there a single that the danger to this country was cer- 
landman who wishes to go to sea; but all tain, extreme,and imminent, and the pos- 
the remainder of the mercantile crews are ’session of the Danish ships the only means 
Portuguese, or Swedes, or Danes; of the- of avet;ting it, creating together a case 
former a few, of the Swedes more, but m- of urgent necessity, leaving his majesty's 
comparably the most have been Danes, ministers no choice, but, to use their own 
And this, sir, has been thed'act for many words*, whilt3.it was yet time, to seize the 
years. 1 leave the house to Judge tTie im- fleet and stores, and in order to obtain 
portance of this fact, both as it affects our them, to bombard the capital and destroy 
power of retaining themtiin case of hosti- its inhabitants.—Sir, but as to tlie case of • 
iity, and as it leaves little doubt of the tern* necessity, it is my sincere opinion, that 
pers of the seamen themselves. TM^ had the ^nger been made out, the neces- 
’ have, indeed, for more than ten years sity.could not have boon inferred, and this, 
been half Englishmen/and the Zealander. 1 hnow not how, seems to have been too 
Holsteiiu r, aiul Norwegian sailors have much taken for granted even by those who 
become almost as much attached to this deny, and justly, the existence of such ne- * 
country as to their own.—-It so happened, cef?sity. We look too much at our own 
sir, that at the time of ihe expedition sail- fears, and to^ little at the other link of the 
ing, most of those D^ni^h ships were hero ^ chain, the moans of delivering us from 
which bring the summer importation, and danger by the pt^ssession of the Danish 
carry aw'ay those articles of our manufac- ships and stores. Ihis latter part of the 
lures and colonial produce, which they necessity wc have never been suffered to 
want for their autumn trade and thoiV dwell upon, but it has been hurried away 
winter consumption. It is usual for the from our contemplation almost^as sooR as 
Danish merchant or captain who order itlias been offijred to if. Ministers have 
these goods, to give to the manufacturer the courage to say, as I have already ob- 
or dealer a credit on the merchant here, served,’ that they have saved their cqpntry, 
to whom the sale of the imports has been tecau.'i^ they have ships in a 

consigned. — Of the merchants one •of way much more likely tocndj^i^ger than to 
the most extensive and rcspectalfle is the secure us.—They say tkey^ave worked ap 
Danish consul, and to him .freqent appli- miracle, but, alas, there are no believers, 
cations were ^nade by the manufacturer —Saviours^of their country I—They have 
or dealer for hfe opinion as*to the proba- nt least the»ieward of virtue, although 
bility 00 war, and prudence of preparing- /without its merit, for it seems that they 
the goods.—So sl(Jw,^ir, ^vas jthis genl.^ art» happy in tlu-ir owm approbation.—But 
to believe that hostility would Onsue^'that the«e are vain boastings to conceal theit 
kndw thkt he steadily poi-sistcd in ad- fears, and vainer self praise to conceal their 
visinttihe captains to be tranquil, and ih(‘ humiliatiop.—Sir, wc have not gert posses- 
irad^rnen^ go on, although his .own sidM of the fleet of Denmark—t;|iefleel-»- 
M^ntereii^&nd that of liis correspondents <he fleet of Denmark, this is the^nStant 
roust have been deeply injured by such ‘ boj^si.—We have only the ships, the car- 
i^dvice, if foimdeid pn ^rror.—And now, casses, while jhe living, animating, princi- 
I am come to the confederation of that* has escaped from our grasp—and is gohe’ 
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to assume some new and terribl/ form in painted an infernal spirit, they been 
aid of our bitterest and mo$t powerful ene- driven out of their senses, by the image of 
Wo have left behind us^ the Ireal their own formation.—Sir, had we lost 
dangerous enemies, the sailors, the our conftdence in the navy ol* G. Britain, 

hours, the docks, the resources of since its great and glorious victories at- 

mark; and we ha^^c obtained the hullsfof Trafalgar, and^undcr sir ild. Srrachan, and 
' ships, valued at less than one quarierbf at St. DomingoWas Jiliigland in such 
the sum which is the usua< estimate of mir danger in ISO.'? as that we then had 
efficient vessels, ;.nd we have lost wllit thoughts of seizing on all the means of 
might have been, must fmve been oiifc, cleienco ? Is it a correct account of the 
had not 9 ;ir alfairs been mismanaged. We .state of tlie jiublic jnind tboTi, and of the 
have lost ill Zealand tlie outpost whieii apprjfli^'risions ol'the ministers at that time, 
must have been the mipregnable'defence that we were trembling for our safety, 
of this country.—Sir, the words and the because the combined fleet was at Cadiz, 
imagesare not[)leasant,butIknovv not how No, sir, all that was then wished for, and 
else to illustrate the exploit of inin]st/;:rs, prayed for, was that which, then did hap- 
than by saying that they have taken the pen, th(‘ coining out of the Jiostile navy, 
empty pur.se and a few copper rojus, hut and all that was then expected, waf. what 
haVQ left the silver and gohl for a more did tjicn take place; a great, decisive, 

• dexb*ous and .sagacious robber.—Sir, in* and honourable victory.—Sir, it seems to 
the Declaration, and in the Spceclj, and . me, that is a dear, intelligible, tleei.sive 
in the Proclamation, and in the arguihcnts answer to the plea of necessity ; but it is 
^ of ministers, alter the most earnesf and (dearer than the light of a summer’s day, 
patient examination, I' ran,fip(l nothing if wc attend the great, the inestimable, 
but what is frivolous and unproved, but a the neV'Cssary addition to our force, or di¬ 
constant reference to the power and invc- minution of our fears, which is said to arise 
« teracy of hrance. Still some flourishing from the pos.scs^ioijM)f the spoils of Den- 
declamation against the inveterate enemy, mark.—Saviours of their Country!—Are, 
though less than heretofore pressi^ig against Ufean, the valour and the discipline of the 
him the charges of being a violator o^thc navy, the v<dour and the discipline of the 
laws of nature and nations. This one ^ir- army, the valour‘and discipline of the 
gument is to serve the same purpose, that militia, tlie patriotism and the numbers 
•* of supplying the deficiency of all others, of the Volunteers of so little value \ Arc 
Is the argument from the secret artic^cxj a the virtues that animate these our real 
littlti the worse for being opposed to cx- defenders, these our real tiaviours, ol* so 
arainationr—A tirade against France and little value, that they stand in need of 
her misdeeds is the resource; — is the^ a little fraud in the administration to eke 
pr()of of the 'hostility,^ of the ‘ ina- them out, and render them equal to tiie 
bility,' &c. Still tlie same disli in every defence of England ? They say, they 
course.-—Bee! ^it top, at bottom/ and 011 have saved their country, by dequ-iving 
€ac4 side, hot, cold, and r^vhauflc; and Buonaparte of these ships.-~-^Th(;y have 
declared, Kke brother Peter\; crust, to be shunned the lion, and not killed him.—No, 
at once fish, fle.sli, and fowjfthough nothing sir, thi.s is not the way to lay the gigantic 
more than the old haU-eatenniouldy morsel eneuiy in the dust.—Were, however, sir, 
on wlfich has been led, oji’ratlicV this isupposcd case of' necessity,’ support- 

starved, for so many years pa.st. ’j’hi.s fear is e(J by. reason.s Ics.s entitled to our c(jntcinpt 
Jit v\*ar with oux hopoiar, trade, constit ation, than those winch have been urged, 1 must 
and with our security.—I own, sir, that own that 1 ihipkthat therfj is oiu^ conside- 
hcrcin 1 have (HsccA^ered some proof of ration wlilcli, ill a sound aijd wtill reason- 
the sincerity of ministers, irj. fheir belief ing mind, !t \v.ouId have iKcen diffieult to 
and fear of that extreme clanger which snnnoimt—j trirst*, and 1 bcliev<% that in 
they assert:—for fear, .sir, conibunds jfhe Vleclariiig my trusNui tins, that I shall not 
undc'r.standing, disturbs trfc imagination, he confessvnrg *a vain, romantic, and ,uii- 
and suggests counsels the most absurd or substantial fajUi, but cPsolld, lerious, aiul 
' the most mischievous. It inagiiifies what vvell-founded conviction-—1 own, sir that 
is bttie, and almost creatc.s whdt does jiot I^annot believe/.hat 
exist. giants in windmills and en- • - ■ - , 

in flocks of sheep, h has so 
the minds of his majesty’s coun- 
that, like the painter who had 


an awdul change, has taken plaighii the 
•world, as to render a breachpr tho law 
of nations, and y violation of neutralit}'; 
fthe necessary mean# of security, for a. 
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•eat apd noble nation. It has never y6t ] similar wor or job.— What, sir, is this 
ippened, and I am as confident, as I can' to the house of commons? what is it to 
j of the existence of any being superior the countiy. It is indeed a most conveni- 
1 . man, that England would not have enj moefe of'^defence for those wdio have 
(?eii annihilated, it she had preserved the il</other to plead. It is a uood scheme to ^ 
laxims of good faith. Mo, sir, no future dw^rl from their own miscouHuct the at- 
islovian of this country *KviU ever write teVitioff of the publicsuvho are too apt as 
3 its epitaph that slie might have pre- unskilful,sportsmen to hunt the drag with 
‘rved her independence, or her rank, if -vj much eagcrifess as the game. It is an 
le had been uupriiu iplcd, and unjup*.— evident advantage to those who have 
lat the ministers say that they have pre- many errors ar*d many jobs to defend, to 
edonts in the conduct of their pr<,‘de- find, or*to nivent some inadvertence^ , 
pssors, and they alledge the cxanifi^es of which,, however inconsideiable, maybe 
.isboii, Alexandria, and the Dardanelles: used as a justilicatidn against any cnormS- 
nd here, sir, it is remarkable **that thet^ ty.— Few criminals but must escape, if 
;em to h-ave other views for searching they jrad a right^o their aetjuittal by giv- 
ilo the events'of that administration, than ing evidence of the inhnnitics of the jury, 
fie flippant iFasoii assigned on a former and of the judge, yome peojilc never 
ccas?on. It was said with great and repre- think themselves right, but when they 
icnsible levity, that the task of tlie pxojeni ^think others in the wrong. If, sir, the last 
linisters was in one respect easy, that they ministry have been guilty of misconduct, or 
ad nothing to do, but to look into tlie * of m^eauness, bring forward the charge, kt 
leasurcs of their predecessors in order the tyal commence. This is what they ask, 
hat they might adopt measures direcLly and the denial of this justice is a pretty 
ontradiclory. Here, sir, they sgem to clear proof«f)f the futility of the accusation, 
lave had other pur|)oses in re’search: they Sir, this would- be to defend forgery by 
eem to have wanted to steal a little sense saying, sir, you write your humble servant 
or their exercise, to Dave sought for to a letter. I scarcely talk with a mem- ' 
xamples to follow, and not* to avoid, her of either bouse who does n#t com- 
)ut unawares to have fallen into the couVSh plain of ikis. But, sir, this mode of de- 
vhich they pretend to.pursue, for surely, fenoc has another effect, and I fear one of 
ir, contrariet^^ direct opposition, are the eqrml value in the estimation of those who 
inly relations"th*at exist betw een the amck employ it, and has become habitual like^ari 
)n the Dardanelles, and the precautionary instiyct. It keeps up the profligate cry, 
iieasures taken in the Tagus. In the thdt all public men are alike ; allarein- 
brmer they sent out positive directions to terested rogues. It tends todegradothe 
he admiral not to any measures till I, house of Commons, and the men distin- 
.he minister informed them Uiat war had guished in the country by their fortunes, 
.aken place; and then what (v^as the fleet education and public spirit. Here, sir, 

:o do? to enforce the performance of the daily appears that favourite object of all 
treaties and engagements of the Turks administfations, hut of tvro very short 
with our ally. And iit Lisbon! they did ones. I/i this pplicy the ministers ^for 
not bombard the city, destroy its inhabit- more than 40 yejri have been always stea- 
arits, and convert an ally into an enemy; dy, always persevering, howeverfluctuat- 
did not take possession of it, and then ing and trusting for public measures *o the 
ab-andon it; in their Instructions they only expedi^ts of the Ilayr-^i^i:-i-‘ ihis policy, 
gave orders to secure the fleet in the for indfe tlian 30 years, always^I feaf^too 
event of a possible case, of the i;*ctual in- successful, unfortunate as they have beeif 
vasion of Portugal by the french, and the in losing the objects of a]l their wars, and 
actual refusal^)f Portuga^l to^rcceive aid all their neg^ociations. Sir, I have follow^- 
from us, and tO'Conlenil with the enemy, ed the minisfcrs through their defences, 
—But, ^r, all tl^s is merely a fresli in-J^nd though I cannot praise their dis?;re- 
stanco of that mode-^ defence.'to whicl/ tio», or compliment them on their suc^es^, 
they have resort on all occasions!—A|imart I see something to approve in their tastio' 
recrimination on t^e last administration, and dexterity. One likes to see gentle^ 
Thisij^cti^'e been resorted to by the mien profit^y their reading. It i^an esta**' 
preseiil^miftigt^s to an ^traordinar}»dc- blisiied rule in criticism, that tl^e stile of 
■^ee. ^ijwnever a distinct accusation is u composition should be suited to the sub- 
l^ought against them, they immediately \ject, that when the latter is great, and of 
•Teproach their prcfiecef^^qrs with some hi^h import, the former should be eievat^ 
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\.aiid dignified^ but when the uiatter is- 
,|ne^n and poor, the manner of boating it 
,»bould be humble and low. Sir, they 
J^avewe\J suited their justifieaticm to their 
, :CajJ5, for the case is not more atroclms 
/ than the jusiification is shabby, prevarfcfet- 
^ng, and inconsistei^t. It varies like a Mill 
. ^ of sand in the wind; but, sir, it is neAl- 
iess to stay to enquire whether these m- 
consistent, contradictory,.belligerent pl^ 
are five, or six, or more or less; erlbughfis 
clear, that they rely on nonfe who veotuVe 
on so many; that thinking many defences 
l/Btter than onc", th^" set up such as are 
contradictory. Like the well known story, 
they attempt to prove t\vo alibis lest one 
should fail. They seem to thinlc that 
many sophisms are equal to one good 
argument, or tliat arguments should be 
suited like patterns of dress to dificrent 
tastfts and difierent purposes. One reason 
to critical, inquiring, uninfluenced,Europe, 
another to a credulous, confiding, flocile 
inajority.^ Indeed,their justificatujns (like 
Quixote's balsam, that would onfy cure 
the wounds of him that liad been dubbed 
a knight,) are of no value but in the esti¬ 
mation of their owq right and lav\ful ad- 
herentsu, and will not go down unless 
taken in a mixture sweetened*by a little 
gratitude for past favours, or a little ex¬ 
pectation of future ones. It has been eaid 
by an ancient writer that the augurs in 
' ilome could not meet to inspect the en¬ 
trails, or feed the sacred chickens, without 
smiling at each other, and* 1 am much 
surprized that his majesty's ministers,, 
with such a defence as theirs, can turn 
round and look their majority in the face 
without laughing. Indeed they should 
use their frieBds with more respect, and 
shc^ld at least appear tc believe their own 
justificatiefti before they fask ol otKers to'do 
, so. ^ Si vis me flere doleifdum est primum 
ipsi tibi' is a rule as good for eloquence in 
parliament asw-fiat. poetry in the ^theatre. 
In thus e^^mining the ;trivial, discordant, 
•Corfcradictoryf and unsatisfactory'^ pleas 
of ministers, I can sec^but little, except 
their variety, to*rect>mmehd them. They 
are so unsound that being cx’posed to the 
- air jthey crumble into dust.—This, sir, V 
they wretched figure which their 
. ma^'es when stript to the naked truth; and 
now 1. may ask the three questions 
• which I stated early. But if. sir, there 
ftei doubts, and many doubts of«\he 
affirmative of these questions, what then 
tha situation to which minivers have^ 
§ thijs grieat and .generous na- 


tion } What then arc the: characteristics ; 
of this measure.^ Sir, it is painful, i 
however, necessary, to be compelled to i 
find that there is so unahsw'erable a cfise | 
against ministers, because they have had 
the power to. sully, with their own, the • 
character of t^eir country. It would be 
useless however, to hope that Europe 
would be deceived, if we would not en- ' 
qu^re, that we could escape from the con¬ 
sequences, because we desirfd not to un¬ 
derstand the nature of the proceedings. 
Sme#! efur conduct at Copenhagen will be 
understood by Europe for our humilia¬ 
tion and injury, let us be acquainted with 
its nature for our repixiof and refoi'ina- 
tion :—let us endeavour ttv understand its 
injustice and its impolicy,*that we may 
repair the former, and avoid the laUer.— 

I know, sir, that topics of this kind are 
not popular in this house ; that a sort of 
contempt is entertained for all discus^ons 
of right and wrong ; that we like to hear 
of our power, and not of our duties; and 
that many, ei/tn the youngest men among 
us, treat thSse considerations with ridi¬ 
cule : but, sir, this is not only far from 
honourable, it is also far from safe. Con¬ 
vinced as 1 am, that injustice is only ano- 
ttibr name for impolicy. Viewing ain 
transaction rathei; in its general conse¬ 
quences, than in its immediate mischiefs 
to the perpetrators, I cannot but hear w-ith 
great appreRension, such invitations, as w e 
have heard of late, to despise the rules 
and maxims of good faith, sanctioned as 
they have been hitlv^rto by our own pro- 
tessions, ai d by our own practices, lest 
such a sccpi^icism should lead, not only to 
ignominy, but to ruin.—The*re seems to 
have growm up of late a disposition to 
consider all political morality as an in¬ 
cumbrance in real aftairs, and w^e have re¬ 
cently heard them ridiculed in this house, 
as fit only for the schools, but unfit for the 
guidance of parliaments, and of minis- 
ters.m-And here, sir, 1 cannot but regret 
that in fj\is new school, the sages and doc¬ 
tors are our youngest men.—Young men, 
in, whom, w.# expect, and^rathcr wish to 
find some' generous mi^lKe, .some grace¬ 
ful enthusiasm, some uttachmeftt to the 
principlt‘s, \\hicfi^Tf* well taught, they 
mus^ have learnt both from t^ieir frrends, 
and their tutors.—I aiTi ready to acknow-- 
ledge, and to praise prema|5n;ity of 
fhejr talents, and to own tlm^heij under¬ 
standings have none of the b^jsrfectior: 
of their years, but, air, in their feelings, 
?ind in their pjjf.ciplesi theVe seems to 
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ail cjtjual . prematurity.—Sir, they have [pity Uiuse who dispute thrrti. The at- 
lived* lung in a little time, there is ho teinpt^cannot injure even the siuiliee ot‘ 
youth in their minds : no spring in their such solid tnulis, and tile impression will 
jrears.—They have had the ill fortune, iiiss aVay*hke the etiect of ?#reatlnng on 
even if iheir present opinions were cor-* J|)olished silver.—A slight mist ihai va-, 
rect, to have lost too soon the cheering mishi’s in a moment.—ignorance alone can 
illusions of liiei and 1 sjjioiild-\\i di them ^call such opinions ift (piesiion, and ign(» 


to believe that if such opinions .as tliey f 
have rejected, were only prcjudict^s, that 1 
removing such prejudices is like tearing oil' 
one^s skin^that we may feel the better.— i 
But, sir, these amsient rules are not ;ibsurd T 
prejudice.s, nor is our practice of ii#te right 
to try how nearly we can go to the edge of 
right and wrong witiiout p.LSsing over the 
^ awful boundary. It is better, sir, to keeji 
at a safe dtsianre; for iny part, 1 own, 
sir, that [ t;annuCconsent to go so nearly 
to Mie verge of the precipice. My head 
is not strong enough to stand there, and ty 
survey, without giddine.ss and terror the 
abyss of di.sgrace and destruction lielo^". 
One cannot help feeling an unwilling¬ 
ness to discuss truths so self-evident, and 
so important, to which •our ojjcdieuce 
should he habitual, and implicit. There 
is a ^A Hnt of respect for them, even in de¬ 
fending them; iIk* ^fonhoversy neces¬ 
sarily throws an air ol" douhtlVilness over 
truth.-> how'cver certain and vouefSilile. 
It is saying noihing,. to say there arc 
cx(‘C‘ptions to such generalitiesl for there 
are \ery lew, and w lien they J-ern’ they 
bring the e\ idciu e of their*ne(‘i^sity along 
with them. Necessity, if it conies at all, 
comes like an armed man, and resistvnice 
is foolish and iinjii^icticablA—There ma^ 
be doubts, as to nice and Jllitlicuit cases, 
but wc know , we certainly know, where 
tin* triilli lies, as we know where about 
■ the sim i.s in tlie lieavens, although clouds 
preveut his appearance. It is not true 
tli.il there exists tht* su))pos(*d wartiie- 
tween theory and practice, between rea¬ 
soning and iife. I heory may be foob.sli,^ 
may be inapplicable, and theorists may be 
mHv' or w icked, Ixut philosophy istio fnore 
to be accountable for llie evroTs of philo- 
ft.op'h(*r.s, thai> religion i* answerable for 
the errors priests. ^fnV^Jlie latter case, 
iatkdy, we, mjve Ic^nit tt) iflakc the clis-^ 
tincti<#n, but A\^have still to knirn to mabr 
itiji tin* formerVii4?5!fit, ^r, *Me autlioj/ty 
of thi.s new si*ct, of this pre^alcnV heresy, 
needs nof •‘liake ifk in our oonvictidns. Jl ij| 
an^ iL^ nd worn-out sophistry, patt'hed up 
anclvH^mvJi^^^and glossril over for the pre- 
^ £vnv«<|<^*asion. I he laws of imtious are 
true as if they had never been di^- 
puuul, and all is, that we must 

VoL. X. • • • 


ranee, w'c kinnv, is i 'im h to desjiise what¬ 
ever she does not, unilerstan 1. An un¬ 
taught man s(*(_' in a book only inky 
uumc.'iiinL^ scrawl.', wbere an insiructctl 
miml ¥e<ids ilic said inesl trullis, or the 
most# affecting elo(jiu'n<c.—1 should^ sir,' 
however have rejoiced to .say, that no au¬ 
thority greater than (hat of violent jrarty, 
or pimisterial Rjieec lies, had lent it’s coun- 
fenance to these dreadbd doctrines. No 
man td' immanily, nor ol‘h >nour, can read, 

I sljould think, vvillmut .stniddc ring, tw'o 
passages put by ininislcrs into the IJeela- 
ration against Denmark. ‘ Tlrat ^r«^ua- 
je^ty^has long can i<‘d on a uiO'.t nmifpial 
contest of scrupulous iorbearaiu' e against 
unrelenting violeru'e and ojipK s-ion. That 
it was tiftie that the, effectof that dread 
Avhich Trance has iiispiicd into the na¬ 
tions of the worUl, sliould be counteracted 
by an exertion oli the ])ower of ('rcaf 
Britain.' Combining, sirj tliese passages 
in tile *DeclaiMtion with the principles 
avoux^tl by min''ters, and their a<tvo( ates, 
h seems that, serious as the fu'ts arewliicli 
we arc now con'^idcrinu', tliAi the in’in. ijdcs 
of^Briti.'^h policy arc lo be lowered down to 
ftur jiractice, or rather degraded below it’.f 
level.—]\lbn in general are said to become 
attached to their principles as they do to 
their children, by the sac rdices iliey make 
to them, but wa*, sir, seem to look back on ‘ 
our ]jast scrupulosity with i\i;iet, and to 
tonsiefer all tlu^ year.'' oi*our a the re nee to 
.good faitli, as ;|j much timc'Jllirown a\vay 
and lost.—Wtl are niore imwibing that 
otnei’s shouhi be Imavcs, than that we 
sltould be sucX ourselves.—ISo, fthen, it 
seems, that after ec^ri'iendi!\g with vio- 
lenye and injustice, lof Idieen '*rjnxious 
yi ars, we are grown vVeafy of tiic^ honofir- 
able connict, lim yfib^.* task, Avith Avhich 
id I Tairope j'ig'i from siile lo sidn*.—We 
are iatigueflT»y an adherence to the prin- 
,ci[>lo.s and pvac.tico.s of our anci'stars, and 
^ave begun a race of iniquity \cjh onr 
autagoni-t, now that lie has so long got 
thc^ Stan of us. As Ave are making such 
good sjJ^'cd, it is fic that we iflquire Whe¬ 
ther AvrA are in the right rpad^ or vvhekher 
we have forsaken the beaten pAth and are 
AvandeVing, God knows wdnther!^nto track¬ 
less desens, and dunjjeroua i^^u^imires. 
• 4 H 
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It is fitting that \vc slinuld ])anse ^before it afTbrds. If loss accrues, the only ef- 
we learn this iicw alphabet of ineaimess fccts are ]|ectmiary. How far this*se^- 
mistake, for if we say A, \vc must say rity has operated, it is dreadful to think, 
<B lilftb, and. nihst go through® to the lait and how long a\o maybe permitted to 
edetter. -An admission of such priiuMpIeV be secure, it is as dreadful to doubt.— 
.sis are now avowed, is iinhoiiiided in fti indeed, sir, some .sym])toms of compuiic- 
CfoVisequenccs. Jt is^'iiol a suddeii *gust/ tion or uiieasin<|{<s have been expressed, 
but the steady tr;ide \vind, that will cany*' hy one right hon. gent, of whom 1 am 
us ('Ut of our course into Jlnkiiowa seasi g.dad to entertaiw the same opinion, that 
and unforeset n pel its. Hod precedents are^ is entertained hy his frlen<is; liowevel* 
the most dreadfu! legacy' 'we can leaVe to frcquenliy the tides and cun cuts of public 
thbse tliut follon us. They aje‘‘ h.7'rcdilas'* affurs may nccidentaliy carry'him away 
clamnosa,Mike the bec^uest of iVlir**bcau froin tlv‘straight course ; and lie described, 
to Ins friend when he left to him the pav- sir, this business with a very ajipropriate 
jneiit oflnsdebts; 'we cannot gel rid of the epitlict, in cttlling it a heait-breakingone. 
liabilities, \vc cannot cut (dl the entail— Supposing the teeiirig that dictated tins 
for nations, sir, in this world have th«t expression to he serious, he must be an are 
future cxistein e, the belief of which is so that ;>o small a grain of .perfwne cannot 
riecessary to prevent indiviilnals fronirpre* sweeten such a mass of ollciice. 1 take it 
forring the pyi-esent tempting violence to for grapted that his colleague's, too, will 
th(^ frrjrc and permanent reward. The claim their share in thest* t(‘nder feelings 
natvm of next y ear and next cwntury f^ir‘ine suflcring.^ of the Danes, and for 
must reap the harvest so^vn ly the napon the wounds giv*‘n to British honour, and it 
of this y ear and this centiny. Thet rimi- must have been a most amusing, as well 
nnlity of the fact is limited in hs extent as, a rno^st edilyvng sight, to have seen the 
and duration, and jjcrhaps in it’s eonse- cabinet assembled on ihii final deelsion 
tjiteiiccs.—But, sir, to preach violence and of this business. What a mixture of po- 


‘ rapine, to afiirm that there is no rule for 
human action hut the interested judgment 
of those who happen to have power, tins, 
sir, this is striking a hln>Y at the heart cof 
society\ Such a doctrine must be felt i*h 
Cvety age, and in every country. It is ab- 
.sulving and proclaiming a general partjoh 
to all the ty rams of the worltl; for wliicii 
will m)t plead state ru cessity? It is un¬ 
speakably important to he ( orrcct in our 
opinion on such subjects, for the happiness 
•' and tranquillity ofniihiuis are concerned. 
—To make a mistake, hero, in the law 
that l^ceps the efirlh from being aMest rl, 
and man from bcing*a wdtd beiist, js most 
inomcntous. ITo I'lw of fta^tions is an ex¬ 
traordinary code, and has most peculiar 
properties. It is exlrcn^'y ] (nal,— it in- 
forccs it’s sentenffi^byr Tire and sfuird, 
iri letters o<rblood, and generally ii'^ the 
b.lbod of the iifnoctiiit *— la this happy 
<?ountrv we require of a-fcnal law that 
’.tfie delinquency shoukl in contest I blj,e, 

Suid that the iutcrpretalidn*'sliould bb 
fa^voumble. But in national law there is' 
no puulic that we now seem to fear, aivd 
it is IcVt vvitliout trihmtal or sanction. We 
forgotten not only our sense 
our reasonable fqar of re- 
:|h aiyl rjpvenge: our insular sittia- 
ifiders us peculiarly liable to the 
tjop of departing from this faw, for 
Q sprccly need the proicctioii that 


licy^ and morals, Ibrtilude and tender¬ 
ness ! what tt display of white handker- 
cliiffe when they signed the fatal counsel. 
Yet alas, sir, all tins reluctance proves but 
little for ^tieir characters, and only' cias.ses 
thern/vitb that destructive, inexorable ani¬ 
mal, w'hkh devours his ])roy with his 
eyes full of tears. Difierent as their cha¬ 
racters are, they' ultimately concurred in 
tfhe shaniefuVadvice V, and the pharisee 
and the publitpin surrendered their doubts 
to the Same teiijjtations.—Now, sir, as to 
the impolicy of the measiiie. In the 
fn^t place, we who were at the<kead of 
the hopes of Europe, and perhaps of 
its afiect ons, as h'ranre unfortunately 
was i\t the head of its powt'r; W'O have 
squandered all tlie arcurmilated character 
of centuries, in one tu t of prodigal and 
misUd<ii»g violence; and if wt' are incapa¬ 
ble of lanu^iting the injury done to our own 
feelings, and tortile primaries of justice, 
we still must r 4 fg.‘(;t our loss^f character, 
as the los^'of pe>ver influence. 

VEven Chartres agreed tha/^ he wouhl rea- 
(h^v give fbr;tuntN-fv^ a good charac¬ 
ter, bet^^ausc'Ke could get a much largo^r 
fortune by mean.s of irt—But, *sir, tlfere , 
arc better reasons; for in politics a^nujia- 
themoiics, the straightest liiicCkjTie s^rt- 
est, and in political questions yw^nwy in ^ 
Truth judge of the character of a transact 
tion by its con^^^^enep.^ Our injustice' ;^ 
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aiikd violence are a fresh proo|^of an old 
reniark; that the vices defeat their own 
ynrpose: a inan addicted to sensual plea¬ 
sure, fills his body with pains; and .a 


in Ru^ia was strong and disconienTted,. 
and that the force of public suflbving froi^i 
the reudiiii^ asunder of our ancient ties 
l^^nnection might have spoken out so forci- 
fciy, as to iidlut nce even •the emperor* 
himself, powerful he is. Jlow' fasy 
Jiave we now rendered it, lor his ministers 
to excite pcp:#lar indignation against us?, 
now easy novj lor the French party, to 
suppress and silence tlie frlcjids of, tjte! 
►English^?—Ihit, ^ay the do,patches of UipJ 
minisUus at tlai hus-^ian court, and say th^ 
ministers iiere, tlio^sympioms of returifing. 
conruience appeared after the intelligence 
liad arrivt d at the com I of St. Pemrsburgli. 
It th is be so, if the court of St. Peters*^ 
burgh is of so pecidla.r a clvarac'tcr as to 
be pleased when its intluencc is braved, it% 
allies conquered, anil its purpo.scs defeatedi 
wdiat a pity that the connection lu^ L^ CU 
that court, and our ministi rs, wuis I'n-olfFn, 
sifrtio the latter, )udi*,ing iVom tin; remaflea- 
ble*jaassage in il-c Ueclaration, arc so,will¬ 
ing, soiletiCTinineil in tuturc, to conciliate all 
our allies, by acts ot violence, fraud, aiul 
rajiinc.—Why, sir, iliil wc not further 
conciliate her by seizing the squadron, 
that passed us ? But, sir, to be seriods, 
since si^^h is the detcnninatioii of ,the^ 
present administration, instead of regret- 
tigig, wc should rejoice that we arc at 
last left without an ally to betray, and 
without a neutral nation on the earth to# 
pjllago and de.stroy. The vaaie of our 
connccliou with Russia is inestimable, and 
family on j. hor-e we have an unexceptionable proof, for 
the certain i in one dispatch of the secretary ofstate it is 


vain man becomes ridiculou^j; so does 
our violence tend to w'calven our influence 
and power, and not to increase them* In 
this case, sir, we may infer the real cha¬ 
racteristics, the atrocity of the measure 
by its innumerable evils, as you jtufge of 
the furj" op a stonp, by thfe wrecks it has 
thrown on shore,—1 shall not m#iit^dn the 
trade of the Baltic and of Denrnaik, great 
as it was, both in imports and ijxports, hut, 

1 shall just advert to the three purposes of 
Uie im|mtcd confederacy, enumerated in his 
majesty’sDttclara^on: 1. To shutthe Sound 
ngaiii>.t us. 2. To exclude us from our 
comnicrciul, and indeed all other connec¬ 
tion, with the continent* 3* To seize the* 

Danish navy,—Tlie last, so far as regwdg 
tlie slhj)s, and some of ihc stores, alone 
we have prcvcnied, but \vc liave ellectual- 
ly surrendered the former two: for the 
carcasses of the ships, aiuV a fe\f stores, 
most dearly ^bought, even in a pecuniary 
view, by the expeiu'vs <)f the expedition, 
of which the wriitchod, the scandalous 
inventory is on your table, wo havejiur- 
rendered both the first objects, in shutting 
ourselvc.s out of the ’SoumI, aTWfcfrom the 
continent. We have given up llV sailors, 
docks, and harbours; we Imvc l^st an an¬ 
cient, useful, and neighbouring al})^ of 
the same religion, and governed by the 
near relation of the illustrii 
our throne. We have lai 

foundations of a tieep, incuiAle, imperisli- t urged that the ' only chance of safety for 
able Imtred in the Danes,* to he taught ' what remains of Europe, depends on the 
them H^the nurseiy, to be confirmed and j ' renewal of a good undcr^landing betw'ecit 
revived every time they pass througli the | * J^ngland* anc\ iRussia.'—And, sir,* from 
marks of our violencii on liicir capj-tal, | file iiiTerdSting [convejrsalion*lately pub- 
on thedr palaces, and their altars. —vVe I lished, betvvcti^ a noble lord, then oiyan 
iiave exposed Sweden, for how can we | impoVtant missM, and the empqror, it Is 
hope to defend her, exposed as she is on f easy to pcr(e:vc\4h^ profound afid mis- ^ 
the ea.st in Finland, anil on the joul]! in chie/ous impression, prodncetl on tJieenfi- > 
{Sweden itself. We have aliciuited Ru a;ij, [;er/r’s mind, l)\^ thjs gnFxpecteii and 
for alter lorj Hutchinson’.^ statements, outrageous trair^ai tion.. A;>1 have alreaujr 
and even alter G. l/viower, vve can intimated, thi^ cmj^Tot’s reproaches cx- / 
have no (loubX^that'^ietVHf)cn>r\s ho.st^- j/-ess a‘: l^aj^t'a.s nuicli sorrow and rCgrei^ ’ 
lity previous hWiur tj^uuba^dment of Coy^as they do indignation,and adeterininatio!^ 
])etdiagen, wars il?%^hfnt, and^yould to obtain satislat lion.—What, jndt^y caM 

heeh ianguld, hut sinciPthat unfortuimte hfe more just than his imperial 
and unptinciple4 ail'air jt has l)ecome ^oi)servatIon, that no\v wm^ have gotti? bji- 
hei uj^y, a nd will, be vigorous. In the lirst^ yond the outrages of the governments 


might, have ex})i‘Cte(l taujy^and 
inefii^fjil fqi ce in tiie'Se-ld, and on the. sea, 
and In-executed proliil»itions of our tnuU?. 
^^They have alienater||^Russia, for if thi re 
w as a probabiUry ^hatlftlc-Engh^ 


ilje Freftcli, that we liad now ^_ 

all their proceedings, anfl Aat if sflcll 
proceedings were admissible, there li 
an ; end to all relations between stkd 
«nd state/ that anafehy had begtftfi 
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s(U<i that, all were at liberty as ra*^cmciU^Fi*ance, Russiaj awdDenltnark, 

they pb^stid.—Sir, the ruleroVthe Freneh in their hoj^ile attein|>ts. Many eloquent 
4.ai\iUbb }>lav <‘t* the terribie g^me af exhortations have been piiblishtni hi every 
hu?»<lluy, he not only plays his own ganil , forin, inciting the people to bear all bur--* 
“skiliulIVi but ho plays well Ip the blim4 thcns and brave all dangers cheerhilly, in 
d>ers ami I'aulis ot’his antagonists. In one defence of their wives, their ehihjien, 
%tal iraiisattion wc luwe furnished him# their sovereign, iTnd their rehgion. Wiil 
\^'ith an ansuer to all <»ur nifsnifestoes, dc-i the people of this country hereafter for* 
hlarations, and nivocations f^*thc Muprcnie' *get that the Danes, too, at C’oponhagt'Oi 
/Being'to aid,our cause.—li we speak Of had vvivcs and children, their sovereign 
the capturo of our luinisters, riie violation^ and their altars', to deftuid agitlnst us, the 
of neutral territory at Anspach, * of. the invadOrsj ?* Will no recollection of our 
ipuKlerof the last ho])e of the Condo fa- violences in Denmark lie heavy on our 
uiiJy;—his reply''id bo, ‘ butyoubesieg- spirits, whg^i called u])on to resist the 
ed Copeiiliageii/ ll we call^for vengeance violences of the enemy, letadating^ upon 
on bis head, and reproach hini lor the blhivl us. Is there no change no\v,in the spirit 
that he spilt inSwitijorland, forthesubver- that animates both tltt* partirs^in this ter- 
suph of their peaceful governments^, and rible eonlest ? Will not the h(\stile 
the destrnetion of the heedom, the nidc- myriads on the oppodte short . feel an in- 
pendjuure and the lives of its virtuous in- Vrejise ot ardour and confidence, now that 
iiaCifairis, he again can answer, ‘ look at d' ^ are called upon to revisit on ns the 
hoifle, yt'U jusiifi(‘d me at C’opcnhag6i.' aggressions of our on n fleets and armies? 
—If we call tor indignation to deset ntf on \\ ill not this gallant people ft‘el some lit- 
his head, bta ause of his rcvoiiutionary tie abatenienl ot that confidence in their 
tfaLids and ^iolenct s in Italy and I'igypt, own jusV cause*, and in the prolettitui of 
be vvill again reply, ' and you, yc‘U be- l]ea\eii, which iu all our papers, our piil- 
,sieged anil fired Copt nliagen, and stole its pits, our tribnnaljj, ipul our parliaments, 
navy** Alas, sir, what with the conduct ha^u been heJd ibrib as the most rational 
of France and Eriglaiul, the ancient trail- and^feady [innciplcs of reliance and se- 
tpliliify t>f Euiofie IS disturbed, never to 1)6 cuvity ? Alas, sir! the set ne is now 
restored, and ail nations must hereafter, chahgetb^^.ujci if any'man now hearing me 
whatever be the distressing cxpence, what- thinks tl^^it iliis is a liglit matter, or liiat 
fi^-vcrbo the horrible inconveniences, stand these*ni(^l cuRises arc nu*r<" pretexts, mid 
as ft were in arhis, anti perhaps in Euro)>^, have -no influence on mankmtl, 1 pity 
as in the turbulent and disoiMlerly go- from my soul his ignorant e of Imiuan na- 
verinncnls of Asia, the hnsbandinan must ture, and hv^jnean inistaL'n conc(*ptioiis 
Kcw and reap WMth arms in his hands. 6f the moti^*s that‘ictuate it. It was, 
A'ow, sir, thtiugh this answer is not cflec- therefore, noVrasli, romantic, inconside- 
tual j’or his vindication; it is eflt ctual to si- rale declaraticAi that was madt! by a right 
Icnce, (Ji^giace,,and humiliate us. lie hon. gent, who^e talents and j^visdoin 
will «lo more: he wWi fed relieved are far above my praise, (.Mr. W'lnd- 
from those ^ iiihanvisMTieilts, wtiit jl som(i ham) on a former occasion, that he would 
regard to ihc ojiinion of rope threw'in rather that Buonaparte should have the 
h4s wavi when lie perused Austria to ships manned as they would be by disaf- 
reta.in [fossessions wduclk^e wants, Prussia' I’ccted crews, anti equipped liy a reluctant 
to fveep,and italy to be divided into sWie- gov^*rnyient, and that we should have 
thingibke kindd^mis. \Vhy not add y|^ain preserved <jur character, and our influence 
aj^d Purliigal to his kingdom ? The great- over the mind of Europe. W hen 1 think 
est mischief that^lln? vain and unprin- of the little itnti of ^ic much w e 

cipletl Etiuis xiv.tb bioughVi^}6n Eiirojv* ^ canH©xJic7|^ jd^spisii^r the folly as 

was lire necessity of preserving peace by'^^mmeh as detesting tfiC ol t^pr cal- 

tbe e^iberous and ourthensomc aid of ^^ations. 

improJ|se standing armies. This necessiiV dotie, is toV" as well as unpV^il- 

i^nqvy most grievously increased by France^ cipled f take all or take Rolhing,Rnid leave 
r^gd by ug, and no place accessible by ‘not the injured man a wc;ipon to revenge ’ 
[IS itstjlf secure fromh^r: so jii himsejf. We have taken u|i^hc«ufi(ft of 

g ;i!fone accessible by sea, repose fraud and violent 6,^00 late, Ibr th^r<jpbei* 

>rp in unarmed seciirilyt But, ki possession has the advantage of u»/ouni\s 
ct in discouraging this nation^ is are the miserable^leanings, but his the** 
ciorc prejudicial ihaiiits enoou*^ fglliharyest of sp^Jiantf iiiiquity.—*Sir, wo 
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^avt! tfeafd praises bestmi'ctl what ;s spisaki’^ of those'\S\ ho have been Lriiiby of 
:aiie(l the vigour of ministors: fwith such a the trausa(;tlon, and not of liiosc vvlio dc»^ 
ivantol r€*.gurd for the iiUerests of hnnian scribe kt.—i knoiv not what ihc Ibolmg of 
ftatim!,Qnd Avith such a short sighted policvi’ was given us lor, it it is fujt to 

inactivity would almost be a virtue, liut, excited and just iticd by a proceed- ’ 
sir, a,Vain desire to be doing something, ing. .It is iioi our^ault, if the tircunr- • 
a^resilcss passion for celef>rlty, a desire lo jUauccs are such aj> to give to the plainest 
eko out their w'ant of re|)utatioiw by some Jiarration tiu* ^ohuirs of liie severest in- 
showy nui-sy act, has misled the™ ; and,sir,' veclive, and jJ’ the imexaggerated 
it IS unfortunately aa haul to obtain*a fair canniit be staled without the use of wordiS- 
tame and aA honest popularity, hy wisdom ^suggcslcd by the feelings nccossarily as-i*' 
and hy talents, as it is easy to galiunojhricty soeiated* with such events, lam ayvarCj’ 
by extravagance, and excessive atrocity, sir, ilnit to suit the*temper of a inajofily’' , 
'rhey seernid detenuiiied to e/igraft Ilnur of gentlemen here, it would iiaxe been 
names on some striking action, and they prudent to subdue one 's bi^st cmotion3,‘' 
’have had recourse to injustice, that they ayd* to dilute their natural (xpreshiom. 
might attriict ^-iservatjon.— And, sir, —It was once said by a man ot rank anti 
tliongh it re(]nires great patience, perse- influ^anv, wliu li lie had employed to the 
verance, and wisdom, to raise tiiv- fabric of uns[)eakal)le luisclner ot bu t'ouniiy, that' 
a fail character ami tif great influence in* he had derived cmi--u!eiable 
Europe, yet the madricss or incai)T.r»i 4 ji from tjie naime of iiis actions Inung s^i, 
of a few \am men in powTr can lay it in as “to render'an honest adveisary averse, 
the dust in a lew moments. Ihougii one eveti to the iiieiitimi of rlicm. 'there is 
begins this subject witli imllgiuition, one soiiiw such sad and pKjibgaic ndvaiilage, 
4tnds it in gritd’. Tins, thej, sir, the si- arising to tlie ju rjicliator^ of the vrolences' 
tualioii in which we now slaiul, alU-r this at, Cojicnhageu, that their conduct canii(;t 
convulsive eflort of insm^e exoirion : Hen- be spoken of }>roperlv but in a lone and • 
mark has beam invaded, despoiled, insulted, manner not aj'proveil ui parliament, which 
di‘gra(led, and exasjierutetl licyoiul tlii^r<‘- has sucl^aii avirsion to wdiat is called de- 
inedy of restitution and vc pmitan ce ; Pus- eimtulmn and vein nu nee, that it will 
sia has been wounded in^fm^^le, alio- ‘-(^xiccly endure thtni, even when the !an- 
iKited in her poiley»niul driven iilo deter- giume they um', is die only language suit- 
imned iiostilily : Mw’cdeii «s ojfoscd lo 1 ed lo the occas'cn. Sir, 1 allow that gen-• 
imminent rum, wliicli (‘ven now'is bmst-| tl^'flcss, l iviluy, and sell-restraint are no 
ing cm lier head: France is jusiiited, cii- small viiiu«s, but on sm h an occasion as 
courag<‘d and strcnglluned iijWcr exmrse: 1 this, there is on(‘ thing idirly worth them 
and liic rest of the world isj^rning away*j all, and ihal is—truth. In the liitlotran- 
irom us in disgu.st, ii^grct, Jnntcinpt, and 1 sitory conti oversies <T wrangting parties, . 
indignation. And all tlitle calamities, j let tlie. former appc.tr and jdense, hut 
this iiii^^iCvSsof coiuliliwn, VAC owe to our- Imre, si^, on tliis occasion, let no man be 
seives, to our oAvn violences, and not to! blamed for*! lie e|ily terms that con e!<^mnd 
tlie enemy, llereid'ter, ail our niisf^n*-| xCith thli sffl’iji'ct,^ If the atlil^k we speak 
tunes must be embittered hy the consc i- ; of was not u^ivoidalde, it is impossi- , 
ousness of having deserved them. In this I ble to’cxaggeraW either the gitili^or the 
portrait I do not recognize the ancient i•lolly. What h.V' Crindour, and 

filatures of my countryi the accu|loiycd ' iinldiji^ss, and modf'ralloii, isjj^deed «omc- 
characteristics of England. Th«y arc dc- I time,s of grtut u.sC| in.pubbV allhirsf, atid 
faced and desly»yed by ilio miscondnet of 1 never of more, tluiii aa hen they shelter* the 
those who gpiill^n-r‘athjAs and w(‘ are j errors of nnnisiers fitmi^'iclitule, and their ‘ 

hesitating, or xloin?!^(j/^*/wie me me-j yftninality i’rnm detection.— 'idu y are. 
ditatin^ to iiiv^dve ’[/ftrliainent in tJieirJ^^r, hoA^e^(r, not the excellencies of. all' 
disgrace. Let ‘to use thy langua^; times and ,of all seasons; in sume^they^ 

ofjKt. Declaration, while it^s yA tinug afftf ^ a want of courage, in othr rs thoy afe i 
vvitbhold «fur sancion, if wp^have iW the ^ant of integrity, llie recent violation of; 
fortitude to censm'e their misdeeds.—.Sir,it n>ubiic law at Copenhagen, tlae 8udde'rt\ 
(Wiavc found it impossible)*to orjirthiW ol‘ all our commercial [idlicvj’* 
speak.pLtbcse events wfthoOt using, hoAv- tbe breach of some of our ifiost irnpomm ‘ 
ever uiiw'illingly,the exprcHsionsofw'avmth* and imwt consUlntion^l statutes, byTlie ‘ 
of resentment: hat, sir, this is tlie rashaiid ignorairt OWets in€6odtifW, areaU' 
rault of the case,*artd noMhe faul^of ili<i iU-lWoured. consequenCiS of an I 


f 
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ifig qb^ge ia our principles of publ^ faithj ^ dread> vv^ich France has inspired, Ihould 
of .public maxims.—W^e have heard ' be counteracted by a similar exertion 
ar^d perhaps more llwn v^as ha- ^ on. the part of Great Britaiu.^-r-lo such 
meant of the dangers of irinoivatioil • men, how fortunate^ hotv providential iE 
*Bjutf no innovation can e<iual the late iiin<!i'- must appear, that the changes of last year 
^^Uons of the men w^io are in po\vci\—It in his njajesty\s ^ouncils have taken pJace. 

perhaps the greate.st evil of the Fronchf —For, sir, if it be necessary that the laws 
revolution, that it has let iot^se a misrhie-^ 'of civil .ociety should be broken, if, it 
voiis spirit of sceptici-' in, templing us to be nej'ossa->y, ' that the commerce of tho 
distrust all the niaxini.-i of right and wronjj 


that have hitherto kept the tvorl^d from* 
having more resemblance to a place of 
torthent, than a state of •probation.—Eng¬ 
land, notEngland—We are invaded—con- 


i; nej'ossa ^y, 
country should be annihilated, if it be ne^ 
ecssary that the anci<^nt, th*e enviable 
constitytiftii of England should be sus¬ 
pended or forogoiie, how much are we to be 
congratulated, that ministers have so little 


quered—French [irinciples, have invaded , understanding of the one, and so little re 
us-r—we are concjucrcd in our hearts*.-^ ' spect for the other. Too much regard for 
From the choice of those whose principles the value of public chai‘ucter-»'-tno much 


conduct ministers have lately tc^ld us 
that they study in order to avoul them; 
^om,^e selection of him w hom they pur- 
pd^to imitate; it is easy to iid'ei; w(jftt 
wiir be the future characteristics of tlfetr 
administration.—Tlu y have learned, ^sir, 
not only to admire the enemy, hot to 
pay him the sincerc>t homage, the ho¬ 
mage of imitation.—Would to heaven, sir, 
• such being their choij:.e, that they knew 
better Avhat in him to select for their ex¬ 
ample; but imitators in general jy e blun¬ 
dering plagiarists, and copy rather tlie 
defects than the excellencies of their oii*- 


knovvledge of the value of our trade <aiul 
manufvLtures—loo much aliectic)n to our 
inestimable constitution—might disrdde 
from carrying these medlid viola¬ 
tions into full and sulTicicnt i 111 ct.—And 
imleed, .sir, if, as I believe, the noble and 
honourable pe^’sons wlio were recently 
disniis.se*tl liouf their stations, understand 
their ow n interests as well as they do those 
of their country,i and if they feel for 
their own honour as acutely as 1 tliiiik 
they«»'do, they will Ue eontented, they 
wdll rejoice., that they are not called 
u[)on to| save tlie state by shedding 
iimogpntj blood, and by violating tlie 
the laws of the 


ginal.—With such ascn^ibiiiiy lo t!n‘ bcau- 

•ties of his crimes, I wisii that they joined j laws ofVivitidiis and 
some respect for his prudence and sagaVi- . land. ' Tlicy will be sati-iied with the bar 

2 ,—Ijir, this is a most fii-hti^l (dlLu of | ren improtilable duty of defending the 
e successes of the Frcn- b, that tliey ' great iriaxihit^ of both^ ami leave lo others 


have subdued .the minds as well as the 
bodies of their adversaries.—Is there some¬ 
thing in Jiis Ihults UKU'e congenlril to their 
taste or more lev<d to their talents .• But, 
the ifanslation they ]julllish \)f Buona¬ 
parte's worlfs, is a*l)rowg^ paper edition. 
~Sir, there arc not v. an^ig those, and 
they ai^ no incon.sideral^ persons iii this 
country, wdio see wir^^lcasurc both in 
India niud hti^Eui-ope, the recent ap^ear- 
ai^ces*of Eugli.shmen lyvviiig adojjccdthe 
principles and assimilated to the character 
ofjFrance,—To siteh,*sir, wdio think that 
security for England is to be »)ifght in d\;^ 



k 


the disreput.Ifeje and mischievous tad< (jf 
estahiislimg tlie exceptions.—Sir, I iiope 
tliese houoiirtnde persons will continue 
their meritorious ^xertiotis, howciiK’ small 
lh(‘ numbers may be that support them in 
thl^’ house.— Witii sucli a case as theirs, 
they cannot fail of success, if they do but 
persist. Perscveranc e in a doubtful pur¬ 
pose makes a doulitful jiurposc rcspecta- 
lilcf f;o^»evcrance in a good f)urp<}se makes 
a good cifUM* irre.sistdilc. I'or my part, 
sir, although foj* tlie sake oii the hou.se and 
of the country(U^‘Ou!d Wfileutly w'i.sh that 
r be 


many may 


rej^obale the ex- 


•f CT J r • Jr 

strpykjg the peace of other countries, that^iedition to Cgpenhagen,1 shal4 be lit- 
the rfation ought to distrust its past ex-^ 
perieiicc, ought to be weary of its ancient 
in short, sir, who think vvitli 
,declaration, ^That his majesty has 
> long tyirried on a most unequal corf- 
!9t with unrelenting violence and op- 
* pfessbn; that it is right, that the ejects 
a system should be^antii ipated. 

That it is time that the effects of thSlt 


dejecK^t, and iT(iUi3<; all (lisaj)poinJ[ed, 
liowevjr small the number that is lound 
to ciuicLir with me. ^3esi(les*thc duty 

try, 
^\vn. 


which a public man owes to bis cou 
licVwes someth mg to himself; ana I 
sir, that if some attempt had tyoU.been 
tnade to restore the national character, mid 
if, while 1 had tjre hait;>iir to sit in 
l»otisG,v^hcr iitclolciice or timidity had 
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Jeterrcf] me from exerting, to tjfe utmost, even b|r the imperfect documents Tvliicb 
my feU)le powers in the s«ppj?*t of siuiii have bien laid before us ; and is distinct!/ 
an attempt, tlic recollection of having had acknowledged in the proclamation issiiea 
seat here, would be a never-tailitig source by his ihajeSty\s commanders imnuidiateily 
of rt'gret and sclf-reproaeh~Z./Ai-/m7 •before^the attack.—That not only was\ 
mm we(w . — I have discharged wd»at I ijbnmark no party to such *a league, bnt 
feel to be my duty, and ^ arn sure of my we see no ground t<f believe that she w^as * 
reward in the satisfaclioa of liaving over- lu ivy to it; and the very fact of its cjf^ist- 
coriie my reluctance to present^yself to. ence is, to sa^ the least, in the highest 
the house on so important an oticaslcyi. 1 degree questiotnable.—^^riiat the conclasibti 
shall have ^entered my protest (and shall of aily secret articles at Tilsit, alJectirig^' 
have given otheji gentlenWn mor^ able “the rigl^ts of interests of this country, 
an opportunity to do the same) hgainst a pcars.to have been uniformly denied, Ijotk 
measure, w'hich in my conscience, I think l)y Russia and Tia*nce ; and that the ccr- 
to he <‘tjujilly injurious to the character respondeiice of his majesty's secretary of # 
and to tile interests of my country, and, state, and the .dates of the transactions, 

*in defence of\vhich, 1 have heard no facts prove, that if any such articles did existi^ 
alledged bwt sucHl as are untrue or un- his majesty's ministers were not in pos- 
proved, and no arguments employed hut sessic^i 61 them, when the attack w^as or* 
such as ace inap])lical)lc'or friviiJous .—^ dered against Copenhagen.—That his ma*. 

I shall conelude, sir, w'itli moving, That j^^sty's ambassador at St. Petersbup^af^js^m 
an huml?ie Address be presented to 1TT5* an oftvcial note, lested the defence of yiat 
majesty, submitting to his majesty, that we measure, not on the hostile purposes cither 
iiave atU'iiiivoly C(jnsi(lercd all the infor 
juation before us, respeetiag the jatc at- 
'tack on Copenhagen, and tM* war in w’hich 
wo have consequently been involved; and 
that we deeply lament ®to have found it 
impel feet, contradictory, and unsatisfac¬ 
tory in all its [larts.—That rcspeCliifg a 
transaction in wliich tjig^ijonour uiwl 

the interests of our eounti^ are deeply 
concerned, we had hoped, for tlA fullest 
explanation.—That the prh*icipl#s of our 
constitution, paid the tmd’unu pra^uFce of 

his majesiy and the sovereigns^*his illus- prelended she was known to luive lieen a 
trious house, require that parliJmeiit should, principal and contracting party.—That 
be distinctly apprized of thd^rne grounds allegations, thus inconsistent with them^ 

of entering’into new' wars, !jtiid especially selves, and contrary to admitted facts, • 

in a situation of the country so extraordi- ratlier weaken than support the case to 

nary amku/ijjrecedented'as the present_which dieyarc applicd.-^That, with res- 

That had Denmark i)<*eii a party to any ppet to^ life pretended necessity of the 

hostile confederacy, i ither for menaci#ig case, we beg leave resH^ectfuHy to assure 

his majesty’s territories or invading.-his Ills iuaj(*4y, l^at we cannot think so , 

inaiitnne iiglits, our resistance would have meanly ol'the j^wer and resource# of his^ 
b(^i necessarv, and our warfare legiti- empire, of the S})iri‘tP^)f his people, or of’ 
rnaf(‘; and tliat under .such cirtaunsIfiiK^ s, the valour and discipline of fleet^^ and 
this house would only have had*to reerct arnii*'s, as to adniitfthal* suCh an act would 
that Ills inajesl'^ should Irajf b^cn advisal have been required fi^r any purpose of self- ^ 
lightly to Vibmiljhmtl:^ ju^ervation .—And that, whatever tem*^ 

nal.s of that coiiiUiyTXj^that had the al- o/ary advafltages the pos.se.ssion. of the" 
leged danger reab the ijio.sstssion of ships and stores taken at Copenhagen'may * 

th% ports diiringwthe w'liY mfuld ha^ have been more than coqQteri.' 

afferJed the best security againsj that ipanced by the increased dangers arising 
. dani^^r ; jthereas^tlie abandonment of jfom the manner by which they have 
them Jifls now- \vk us more than ever ex- obtained.-f-That this measure, 
posedtoTl.—4iut that w^i can entertain no ol*jf*etionable both in polky arid in 
doubt/<hat instead of engaging in hostile cipie, has augmented the number of our' 
leagues, Denmark wished only to maintain' enemies*; has aniipated agairist^ m .'the 
jfcr neutrality ; tte^fact is proved passions of whole nations; who before', 


ol Denmark or oi liussia, l)ut solely on 
designs which it was said the French go¬ 
vernment had long been known to enter¬ 
tain.—And, that hi.s majesty's ministers 
not only advised majesty to abstain * 
from those measures of hostility against 
Russia, lihich it was their duty to have 
recommended, had ihcY really believed 
ii1»the existence of such eng.igements ; 
but they actually solicited her mediation 
to (^xtinguisli that wair, and her guarantee * 
Omlcfeat those projects, in which it is now 
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44^er«i cii’rtilrably disposed toward* is, and 
to, ab^iwti all, shaken our own reliance on ' 
4h<^jusnO(i of our cause; the onl}^ senti- 
which Jias hitherto uphfekl 'ii? in all 
« jOif difficulties ; coimnanding thoTespect* 
^W bthtT nations, ami inspiring our od h 
jioojde with a coiifiddiJt expectation, under 
the blessing of ]jrovidence, of a siiceessfuf 
termination of a long and arduous contest* 

<—That \\ e are t;ver unvA illiifg to pronounce 
definitely on a ineasine, tlie whole grounds 
of whi<’h are, nut bel’ore ns : fmt t^iat, in'af 
ca^ wliich above ail others requirod ilie 
clearest proof, we have tlte deep niorti- 
k fieation of being compelled to acknow¬ 
ledge, that every presuiiqitlon is against 
tas ; and that no evidence has yet be^n 
adduced on wliich w'e can safely rest the 
defence of o>,r country, from acciisntious 
the most injtirious to our national clia- 

Jftir. Siwyrt IVortlej/ said, the vvliolo ol^the 
crimmaiily irnjmteil by the hon. nion;\ber 
who nadjlist sal down, rested upon an er¬ 
roneous supposition, that his majesty’s 
miiiistcTS charged Deuinark vvilh being in 
collusion with France. Tlie Copeuhagen 
' .Ex} edition w’as undiirtaken, and justibed, 
on the grounds of tijo umpiestionable attd 
declared intent ions of the French goVeni- 
inent to tarn the whole power of tlu con¬ 
tinent against England ; and the inabilft}' 
of Denmark to resist the coerc ion of 
Fram e, and her umviilingness to irrigate, 
by any apj)earance of a disposition to re¬ 
sist. • Tile lion. gent, went through all the 
arguments advanced in the, former discus¬ 
sions relative to this sulqi'ct, to shew that 
France A\as dt‘ten/iined and prepared to 
force Denmark into her syislem ; and tiiat 
pcnpiurk was urtpriiparefi and undetermin¬ 
ed to make any 'opposition. state/J, 

from high anthuriry, that if the. Expedi¬ 
tion to Copenhagen had j/n taken , jdare, 
France would have hadr under her cmi- 
troul, and at Imr dt.;jfo.saI, a fleet of 70 
sail of tlie ItiiC, from Aiitwer]:), Morfli, in¬ 
cluding Dutch, 'Dailrs, Russians,* and 
'Swedes; lor whcri u^euuced by Russia on 
iinc side, and France and Denpiark, A^th 
th^e wlnde of the Dani^^ih fieefon the ollX^ 
Swddgii could not long liold out. lie 
laded, from a view of all the ars^n- 
ffieiU6,That the capture of the Danisli llelt 
was iiiA isijty necessary anil jnstifialiie bi\ 

i,fee jiouse bound to set a fixed 
sJ^’ly^of Its approbation hn a measure 
C^Pj^hit^had repeatedly sanctionecl Avitii its 
111 a variety of forms, lie there¬ 


fore desiMied, after the pre#>eiit; question 
Avas dispidtd of, in themaiiiAenn wliicllhJO 
was sui^e tlib house must, from every prin¬ 
ciple of reason and consistency,’ dealwitji 
it, to propose a resolution* stating ’Fhat 
this .house, co isidering the Declarations 
laid before tiict^ by his majesty’s \:oin- 
inand ; the state to which the continent 
was reduced in couseijuence of tiiC nOgo- 
tiatiqus and peace of Til'^it; the av<nved 
declaration of the French goyornmcilt to 
exclgdc the British flag fjoinovery port 
in Eunoph, and to combine all the poA\c*rs 
of the continent in a general confederacy 
against the^inarltiine* rights and political 
existence of Great Britain ; most highly 
approve the prompt and vigorous mrasure'> 
wliich w'cre adopted hyMws majesls’s mi¬ 
nisters, for the purpose of removing mit oi’ 
the roach of hrs maJcsty^s enemies the 
fleet and naval rcsouri cs of Denmaik.’^ 
**^TTlr. Porcber highly approved of the ex¬ 
pedition to Copenhagen, lie expected to 
lia\e found some novelty in the arguments 
advanced to bring the house to decide 
against the mVrits of the measure, after h. 
had so ofti'ii sanctiojK il it Avith its unli¬ 
mited ajiprobatitifi. • But when lie review¬ 
ed the aaIioIc .speech of the lion. gent, on 
the^ther side, he found nothing in it but 
old friends ’:”-*h ne\v faces. 

Mr. i/v/c tho-iglit that ministers had uo 
groiMidvf justibeation fur their attack on 
Copenhagen.* If tlit'V really meant to 
coun'tejract the projects ol' Buonaparte, 
they shbt'ffi have co-oj)era{ed xAitli Den- 
, mark in n^istmg his forces, instead of 
having coniliitted a most violent act of 
aggression. W)nr conduct on that occa¬ 
sion, he qonsitliaTil to be tlie greatest tri¬ 
umph gained by the enemy. ing the 
present contest, because it Avas a [uoceecl- 
iiifif Avhicii justified all Ins ojipres^iMns and 
otlRU' measures of rigour, vlulcnec, and 
phmder. Flow degraded most (.rent Bri¬ 
tain iiavc ap])feare'i after tlie pm-peLiaiion 
of* sil^h atrocity ! We vvliu had sIm iI our 
blood, arfd expended our treasure, in sup- 
j)orl of the laws of iiatipw and ol’jusiicc, 
had, after .a miiiiy years, de* 

based our?»cl\vs viij^ition of evt'y 

principle VARIeh liail njised our (l}iaractc<* 
the ey^fs r»f^the wo<^ld, and held up 
as th% guardiaiis of the riglits of nations. 
Ir was fertinene, hoAA^efer, that*the peojAle. 
cbuld stdl maintain their wi ighn^jufei tliai 
AA’e tniglit be abje to reseife tfie countrV 
fri/m tile dislionuurablc conditiorr ifktvhirii 
it had been placed by nnni.s^ters. 
hope of acconijjlfeiiir^g*thts'desirable 
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fell hms^ltcnlled supp<ort 

t^e: wi^inall. option. : / 

> JU>rfl Oi Im G<cfi\ser hoped the hoose 
jjjk’ould mcjwlge him while be stated a few 
fectfi, on the ground^of which ho felt liim- 
Jielf bound to dissent from the Kesolption, 
upd to su|)port the Amyjdment which it 
-iroiP proposed to introduce upon it. lie 
listened to all the argimietyTs advan¬ 
ced to support the rfealutipn,Vand ,there 
was not one among, them which grave him 
r^on to doubt, that if the expcclitjon to 
vopeuhagen had never taken place, we 
slmuid now have been equally at war with 
Penmark as we are. It wa» the known 
and avowed determination of the French 
■government to force all the continental 
powers to take a part in the war, and Den¬ 
mark, it was notoriously kjiown, waited 
strength and resolution to resist tlieiippcal. I 
lie had no doubt that Denmark would*' 
have preferred neutrality, if left t(T jTrt^ 
option ; but w 1 k;u the alternative of 
chuslng between Creat Britain axid France 
would have been put to hei;, he hud as lit¬ 
tle doubt that her inclinatioA and l?er fears 
would have led her to prefer France. The 
house would recollect,drum the corres- 
pomieiux of lord Hovvick with Mr, 
and Mr. Garlikc, that when the cotft<)f 
Denmark was most loud ir^omnlaiiit of 
|he Order in Council of Janua- 

'^hicb was in strict lonfurmlty .with 
the law of nations, it w«s? at jFie same 
time, taking all possible pains to jia’Iliatc 
the Frencli Decrees, which w eut^ violate 
the neutrality of evejjy natioj^^Hle wouldU 
also bring to the recollectiotJof the house, 
that all DngUsli lettei-s liad boen prevented 
from p^ing fo auj^l from^C continent 
by nnm^ot tlte Danish postand that 
^r, Thornton had been, in cpnscqueiice, 
obliged to make use of special niessen- 
gers, when he w:anted to sejul any ms- 
patch pf ever so little moment. }t was 
also material to C(^isicU*r, that the new 
%f9^m of maritime law annouiicdfl by 
‘Buomiparte was in perfect e«nlormity 
u^itlt jlIic knovyi policy of the court of 
Aenmark, w^h pri;ict|Jles which had 
Anployed tbc,pens^tjpe ^bllest Danish 
,wijters:^atid with the J^ings^and interests 
p^he whole pani;ih people.® 4^rom ^ 
ihprfl? considerations, there* w^nr^np doirot 
on Ins mi Ad, that if Denm^tt’k was to 
ihe al^riiative, ^is lihe certainly wopld 
have^^qu, kbie would ha^vc pv^ferred Ibe 
Frii.n <?0 tp qf .Brjtain, It 


tjhe of this country: this vvas -4 

statement to which he. could give no c^‘ 
dit. He thought it very natural, 
when a mcdi conceived that he had beea 
* deserts by his friend on rai arduous occa^ , 
sjbn, his feelings should recoil againat that 
man who had bef{)rt^been his friend. JSe 
a\^as, liowevu*, pmsuaded that the etnperpt 
of Russia h^too great a regard fo»^, hi* 
subjects to involve them in a war w ith thi$’ 
•country, me) ely for the purpose of gratify^ 
•iJlg his (jwn private feelings or resentmenti?^ 
but that lie was bound by sacred enga^e -5 
ments to adopt tRc line he had takeniT 
When he himself had felt it his duly to a^ , 
information from Russia as to the secret 
articles of the Treaty of Tilsit, the Russian 
ministers did npt deny them, but simpl^> 
advised 4iim to ui?c all the inlluence he ha 4 
wuth his court to make peace wuth Franca. 

It w^as by making a peace \vith Franc© 
that WP could alone hope to escape 
ill*]pflects of those secret arrangements. 
Those arrangements were perhaps riot al^ 
togclIicT dictated by Frances but mighij 
be agreeable to the policy and the vie^v <5 
of the emperor of Russia. It might be re¬ 
collected that in the year 1805, before the • 
emperor of Russia was disgusted with the 
unfortun^e issue of the battles of Aqster- 
litj, Jena, and Friedland, he would not 
alk>w his ministers to sign the treaty of 
alliance with tills country, without ex¬ 
pressly declaring, that if it turned out, • 
upon examination, that there w’as any 
thing in thfe maritime code of Englamji 
contrary to the principles of justice, the 
emperor of Russia would use his good 
olfices to, have it remedied. As sooli as the , 
Russian army returned from Tilsit, the etn*^ 
peror ordered the fortifieditions of Crojif 
stadt and his other ports to be repaired 
and cul&rged; aqd he kimselFhad heardj^ 
from a very authority (vfdiom 

w^s not nej;ess^ry to name) that j|t wa^ 
proper to act cautkwjsly with respect 
England, or, to use the Frencl^ljgrra,/ il fau^ 
menager rAngleteije.* , Ila was convitm^ 
in his own mind, that there was no possitti^ ' 
way of avoiding a l^rtlfern confederacy,, 
c^ept by*niakiiig a peace with France^ 
The Danish fleet was, however, the prinr^ 
(^al means wdiich the Northern aati^| 
^sessed> and the capture of it weakeii^f^ 
lost materially fhe Northern confedera,w; 
lie could not, Vwever, conceive, that 
nie/it of the pesent ministps, vi 
out the expedition, was guy mir|g 


the emperor than a negative merh- 

f^Uhgs pf naihd, fav-OMfithh? to set^pf ipp^tps that 



information which- .WiM 
wrejilSl'belfett eoald have Avoided’ 

iiifnmif^theexiyedid Atlhe^«^iti^ tiitte, 
1$p^(jr€, that he approved of tKfe mftas'jre, 
H^Hdhght it fio obvio\>ji and unavordable, 
miititltcrc was no occasion for voting arty 
^^icular resolution oV a])probJitioil of mi- 
firtSteTs. 




'‘i'Mx. Abtrcromty supported^e Address. 
The eipediti; ri against CoJ^enhagep was 
adholiteti on all hands to bo a depatturp 
from the acknowledged rule and practice 
- of nations; nnd in orde^* to justify this de- 
y^tioni ministers ought to have proved 
fridt they ne^glccted no means which might 
IW fiarculated to stimulate Denmark to«ac- 
iSfvie eistertions in her own defence; that 

S inrhaTk was incapable of defending her- 
^ r 'With the assistance of this coiftitry, 
l^hicb [could only be done satisfactorily 
w the*^report of military otficers ; that in 
pmfsetjucncc of the expedition thefy tad 
■procured for the country a substantial and 
permanent security. 'Iney ought aVio to 
fiave proved tliat the expedition was de- 
lehsiblej as Well on the ground of policy 
'as of jtistice. But as there was no evi¬ 
dence in the papers which had been laid 
before the house to prove any one of these 
position?,* he should certainly votfc for the 
Andreas. ‘ 

" Mr. R, Thornton vindicated the conduct 
df government, and thought it not right to 
do so by a silent vote, but to state his rea¬ 
sons, that he might not seem t 9 contradict 
^ftis vote on a former night, relative to the 
'^tiibje'ct of a treaty hiadc in our India pos- 
'fe^sions. He said that France had issued 
her decree over the continent; « the 
Wuse of Brunswick has ceased to reign.'' 
"He(J^fended the conduct of ministers in 
flie attach Upon Copenhagen fr^ the hos- 
"^ile sentiments which Denm'a^ was known 
' to cotertaiii against ihis^ountry on the 
' lath dteasioii, and which she had likewise^ 
inanifested in 1780 atffl in 1801. A great 
'd^ljhad bfOtt said upon the morality of 
measure, hut fie ifeminded the House 
ministers h^da^meral dutyto per- 
to their own, as well to other 
cbuiitries; which >was, to ^^indicate 
, Tigfefs, and to watch over its security and 
^ib&ibp<fendence. Gentlemen also had tal^ 

[ tefi of the law of nations, forgettiiij; 

htiporfant circumstance, that no\ 
{? there wolbuM nati<ms on the centinent of 
They had all b€cn 
Sit the vortex of France, i 
France, Germany was France, ' i 


thjB laWt 
and what 
moderate. 


^mnee was the law 
^ at law was; how equah hpw 
how forbearing, gentlemen 
might judge. Let us not obey a name: 
and a shadow, or call tiiat a neutrality 
which, in fact, depended upon the dictates 
of France. Denmark had pursued a 
tem of h({stility against this nation ip tb# 
year IISO^ had renewed it in 1801, and 
had (hewii a hostile mind in the lust^ 
year. At each of these periods her cry 
was the .same, the liberty of the seasj 
and the pacification of Europe/' He ad-^ 
verted to her wanton aggression against 
Hamburgh,' %vhen the prince of Hesse 
marched a body of troops into th;U place, 
and ordered it to surrender. lie stated, 
that his connections at'* S^t. Petersburgli 
gave him an opportunity to know that'the 
fpublic •mind was set against us, from the 
daje.of the Treaty of Tilsit, and before 
The Danish expedition. That expedition 
was called at St. Petersburgh a spirited 
undertaking, but afterwards tliere was 
some vibration* in the public sentiments, 
and the influence of France prevailed ter- 
keep up hostility against this country. 

I'he Secretary *at • War considered the 
proceedings 'at Copenhagen as no breacli 
of tffib law of nations. I'here was an en¬ 
gine of w":* '■.vhich the enemy meant to 
turn agJ/inst us,hand we anticipated him 
by gittifcg possei^sion of it first. He shew¬ 
ed that me DaiU's were totally incapable 
of making any resistance in Holstein, and 
their havlj^taken no step to remove tlieir 
•army to Zwand, or^io put that and other 
islands into istate of defence, even wlien 
a large French army had entered Ham¬ 
burgh, w;is a proof thiat no resistance was 
intended. other object as¬ 

signed for this assemblige of French troops 
at^sHamburgh, but to compel Denmark to 
coincide in the vievi's of France. Even 
the naval force of Denmark, which was 
essential to the defence of* Zealand,..was 
in'sueV a condition, that it required 'si>'. 
weeks pr^^paration to fit it to fencoimter the 
sea. From circumstances, 

evident, that th^‘v> 

Denmark, d wanipr power and exertioj* j 
to defend itsoJf, and a disposition |k> yieU,./ 
tttjiich it Y^carpe bur *duty to anticijg«3ttej 
so farifis tfi^ efiects of it might be detri¬ 
mental to us. - * * " , 

Dr. Low/’cnce observed,dn answ er tAJ tvhat 
had been said by the hon. ftiemtei^ that 
there were stiH some nations existingyslach 
as Sweden, Sicily[ Sai'dipiai and Arnerit;^ 
And tbouxhall lurtlcoialtad beeaingul{d^ 


ances, it wai 
<hc court ^ 



ed in Alice/ ytt th^ ppincip^ law / saf^gufjfd thq . elibrts of 

6fmtibtis woM still remain in their full Frenehpa^ty, J|fr. (SmIH/c said, tha^ tM, 
three, ’ Necessity had^ beett ui^ed for thw Danes wwld,not e.ntei.jrUO^ a, disho«t»uvab|<^ 
liixpeditiorK Certainly, if* thai? necessity coinpr(|iiivs4 rMis ^^pprejieiisipns ^ 

was fully proved, that would bring the* •from tilt; ponsequeiices of inadequate pfe-j ^ 
case withiii the lawof natioas; for , self- f3llration. But vye have stippUe^^ 

pres^iTation was the fir.-jt law of nature, the defect. Wp nilght haye. ^ protected' * 
aihong nations as \veU as individual^. But Jhem ; but this We never offered— 
tliivS must be a real, c|par, and incontesti- ing.] He \yihed, imlecd, that the inff9(ry 
bie necessity, and not what theVapnicc of of the cond,ucA)f uiiuisierscouldbecjlrpWfJt 
a minister ©light call necesv^ity* That real ^ fo** ever, and blotted out of the 
necessity had not*bcen proved,* Tliepre- •ot mankind* by such noise as this. 
vioiis hostile mind of Denmark wasnotally slstance, indeed, we oilcred them—-hut^yi^, 
out of the question; and he was sorry first insisted upon plundering them; an 4 
that any one had adverted to the particu- leaving them in a state perfectly 
, lars of the conduct of Denmark in 1780. fenpcless. Mkiisters had talked of 
and 1801. Upon this principle, Sweden, liloying the sj-stem pursued by iTancPi^ 
too, ought 1 ;o hirve been attacked in the anci of inspiring dread. But if iustip^ 
sa«A 3 manner, for she had proclaimed the and ^efierosity were at an end—[Couglx^^ 
doctrine that five bottoms made free goods^ hig.J He begged pardon for using un^ 
as well as Denmark. If former conduct parliamentary language, for justite agd 
w as to be taken into account, there was" m? gqperosity did not seem to be w ell unier- 
violation of law' and justice that might nut stopd by the majority—but if justice and 
be defended.—The next point was, the en- generosity were at an end, wc began ouf 
gagements which Russia had entered into system ot injustice and dread too late, 
with France. But, it was impossible that very little could then be made of it. He 
ministers tUemselves could hnvn- hfrlif^rrrl mentioned sevei-al minute circumstances 
■that Russia hud engug^^ to compel Deii- to prove the sincerity of Denmark towards * 
mark and Sweden to join with her in hos- this country, but what put it beyond dis*; 
tilities against this country. Tile imfossi- pute, wm the number ol Danish vessels in 
bility of any such belief w^ 4 ?^jdent from oMr ports, the greater part of which might 
the conduct which thej^hemsiflveS had lAve got away if the Danish consul had < 
adopted with regard to illssia. tie allows- nut assured the musters that there w as up 
ed that Russia might pAsibly mivc been reason to apj>rchend any liostiUty witli* 
at war with us, whether the D<^sfi sliips this country. The Danes had, then, every 
had been seized or might disposition to defend themselves 4 we 

be a w^ar into whi«A a iia^Rm might" lii^ could have assisted them if their meaqs 
driven by an external force, in wdiich, had been deficient, and there was not, 
however, she would not put forth half her therefore, even a pretence of necessity fqr • 
strength. Tliis would have been the hos- this expedition. i ' 

tility oi^ussia; but iif)w that w^as turned Mr/Fitzgerald (knight of Keriy^ ^aL|d 
into an inveterate enmity. Could France |;hat h§ hall been anxious to obtain tiie a|- 
have seized the Danish fleet agaiiist^the tention of tlm JSpeaker^at an earlier period 
wmII of the Danish government ^ ^cily rlf the debalc,' because he w as conspio^a 
had as yet been defended^Sardini/ w as^ tyiat, having no claim on the aitention of 
—and there w as a little comforta-* the house from alkUty to do justice to, tl)e 
Jme ditch between us aill France,/uHhat question, he was little abIg4o em^nnter 
f ditch the yfreneh had^ot betui able to that impatience w|iich naturally prevaifed 
%pass. Wkjs «ljien, couA •not Zealand be at so late an hour—jlleyvas, however, 
■Wlefended That w'ould have ^at the hon. and Jearned gentleman* 

^ 7 dhered to Englaiid^^eir thfe moment of ^aurence) had preceded him, for, by lay- 
\lfctreiftity came, he argued^ from the evi- ing down the laws of nations with his sp- 
• ?l%tt interest of Debniark^ iVvould have yperior authority and talent, he had^spi^^ 
been insanity in Denmark, dfsom^ orthe Uhe house from heaving those pyincipi^a 
Danes themstdvef affirmed, to havp chosen/more feebly ur^ed by him, and left..l|^ 
tfhpiix FiMce against England. /The dis- only th^duty of deducittgi from 
position'of the prince evidciitly'waa not to l?een so ably stated, sooie {^rirkipfeg.^fh ' 
. Way to France, as clearly appeared should guide the house in their o^pMiqo^pn 
-from’ thet pa[lto on the tsiblc ; and his that'night.—He gould with 

Crti&^saotor^afi^-itaied by^Mr. Gariike as a moi:e safety to 



iHct rit^hta, mterestx, am in* / the're»<>^^^onal7 war, not lOrtly with sAfe. 
"" '■■ ty, nofconJytotliepreserratirtiofthofenp*. 

pmess of fei* iellow*subj6cts^ but greatJy to 


^poiiibhoa^'fhat iV we werti sffayed by a' 
fe^prtce of J^ritish interest^!, ao might 
, i^ssm^ or Denmark nssert a |reter- 
for Spawish, Russian^ or Damsh in- 
without offence or injustice to us" 

^ on such a fair ana liberal view of the 
c^alie alonie could the hous<\f'orm a juste 
decision. In the opinion formed, 

he trusted no party sentiment mixed itself 
for basuj indeed, must that mind be whict)'^' 
when ministers bad involved the bountry 
in vtar with the last nation which cotfld be 
edded to the formidable combination armed 
agaipst us,and\vc fought for our existence, 
bould suffer party motives *to influence ji 
dn'such a question.—^Anxious, as he origi¬ 
nally was, to express his opinion, ^hat had 
been increased hy the attempt matle, on 
that night, to identify the house with the 
6»ecuiive power, and to silence their right 
Iftxamination and rontroiil, bccaVse* a 
majority had, on some former occaslbn, 

t iven some indirect sanction to< the con- 
uct of ministei's :—first, such a doctrine 
was wholly unconstitutional; and secondly, 
additional inforination had been laid be¬ 
fore the hous^ since •such expression of 
opinion. ‘ But it was not merely hy a de¬ 
cision of the majority in tlrtt house, nor 
by any partial vitwv of English passions jr 
English intere<ts, that we should be cna- 
blcii to act with dignity or justice in a 
case between this conniry and a foreign 
pation, but by taking such a lirve as should 
i^tisfy the judgments of the majority of 
the country, and command the respect of 
the states of Europe; we should other- 
IvJise justify (he imputations but too 
sjticcessfoily propagated against England 
the French, Jthat, in Her contluct to 
foreign state*!, she alone actuated by 
% narrow and selfish policy., SThe conclu¬ 
sions he should endeavour to cstabli^i 
w^ere dVawn from a diligent and repcateW 
Dxamipationof the papery before the house, 
and aiter whTch he was sorry to be obliged 
to express his solei^n lonviction that, in 
the attack on Denmark, ministers had 
:foiDmited an unprovoked and u»justifiall(e 
mtrage. Denmark had adopted a line ofe 
^olky^which, whether most agreeable to* 
mt wishes or interests, it must be admitteil 
ihe hdd a ri^t to adopt, namely, one ^ 
strict nejutt^Hty. It might not, howeverA 
he to consider thatnhat sy%- 

*'»tfgg4ted by wisdom, had also bebn 
by exponence, and that tlje great 
gt lof that nation had conductedlits' 
tinting ibB perils and shocks 


the extension of national prosperity aitcf 
power.—No slight inducement to a persef 
verance in the same salutary system. 
Having adopted that system, it appeared, 
fmm a fair knd strict analysis of the papdft, 
’ that Di nflaark adhemd to it w^ith undeviat¬ 
ing sttictriess, and with ^qual iidelity to¬ 
wards the belligerent parties^ — When 
France approached her* frontiers, she re* 
qnired *ana received explanations which 
satisfied her^ and w^hicb, in' reason, ought, 
for the positions taken up by the French 
troops, w ere naturally such as were suitable 
to the war in which France was engaged 
against G. Britain and Sdredem As to the 
particular actof trifling violation of grohnd, 
«imple Reparation seems to have been made, 
ajad there certainly docs not appear any 
mtended infraction of the Danish neutra¬ 
lity ; that such a case was possible, if not 
probable, in the course of the war, is not 
doubtecH and ^be Danes themselves fore¬ 
saw it; but how could that be brought to 
on Denmark; should 
Denmark be* nltiibalcly forced from her 
ncutplity, it was evident not only that it 
was best the outrage should come from 
Frange-^ -Vi tl'.' not only compatible with 
Danish mterest^i but had been aiiually 
pointed Wt l^'rlie Danish ministers, to 
Mr. Garfike, a^' more compatible with 
of 


the cv«|tual^huorests of Great Bri¬ 
tain, Rulfei andT'^w’eden; the latter a 
irtrong conc^ion, b^which count Bern- 
storff, not only evinced the policy, but the 
zeal with wbich, under such circumstances, 
he would be enabled to support the com¬ 
mon cause, w^hen^he could piof!#?e from 
it an extinction of those nearly insurmouni - 
ablb antipathies which separated Sweden 
and Denmark.—In the view of such a case, 
arrangements had actually been made in 
Di'urHbrk; the troops were gradually 
drawn\rom the Ifontiers to the centre 
Holstein, *and tokhc islands p^and it wa^ 
emphatically abti(onnceil^,,^ (luinU Bern 
storff that such invasion of Ho?* 

stein, by the Fietfn|i» would establish, 
fcicto^ an ^Hiatice, 9ffenstve and delfensiv^ 
betw^een l^mark, Russia, Sweden,.fSia 
Bnglaifd. rHit not onljr was tjjat proved 
by the papers/but by a fair consideration ' 
of'!|^ni!Jh interest, we could im^ouiMhat 
such Irould bo the policy or The Danifdt 
<:onrt; oli the one hand, to retabi/a 'iao*' 
miital ftudiority in HolstH^ artd Jutlandi*^ 
ci^ndent on ittoderatSo®, 



woluMt^EUsariil ii«r iiaivy> fcer iiK&nds, acidic 
her trade. On the ather> hy the sacrifice 
of th*'continental ctachie»> valuable cer- 
ttiiniy) but not the owjst valuable of her 
possessions, she would retain her colonies, 
her ^ade, by*which she had grown rich 
aitd powerfirl, licr fleets, *ind hei* national 
independence, h was iinpossihh; that, if 
forced to such ah al^rnative, she could 


hesitate in the choice; with S^dch and i^ersunal character, w^as entitled to 
Great Britain she might effectually defend nlion. What had the noble lord, 


1 defence of Hol¬ 
ism tl)e/extreme 
Iff from thence 


Zealand; but by tdking a part with France, 
ahe would lose ail.—Conformably fo such 
principles, a plan of military defence was 
actually arranged, and notwithstanding flra 
. extreme and^ wise caution of their court^ 
made known to our ministers, that such 
plan was preferable to that urged by us ; 
Uo nian, with a military idea, could hesi¬ 
tate for a moment, with all the'aid \v» 
could afford, they were incompetent io ^he 
defence of Holstein, and as to the co-ope¬ 
ration of 23jOOO Swedes, if they could be 
produced, it seems, after tbeir conduct in 
romeniuia, that the DaniVt minister was 
not very unwise in doubting their effici¬ 
ency. But, in discussing tb(* njl'fl'HifUiifjdii. 
strong illustration of flia inconsistency, 
charged in the resolutions moved^h^ 
been given by the right hon. the secretary 
at war, when it suited hIrj^(^Pfr^''^^idcr the 
Danes incompetent to th 
Htein. Ills argument 
dilhcullies of their retir 
to the islands, where thw| cncn y re sup¬ 
posed to find every WoSsIbkjpKility for 
iheir transport acroj^lhe sa/ne channel^ 
that is, that to tiiose who actually possessed 
the vessels, wdio manned them, to whose 
cause the crews were devoted, who coni- 
Tnandf*cl ?ifd land on eaefi side, every thing 
was difhcult, which, the next moment, to 
* an enpmv» whose approach must be ndto- 
rious, who had no craft, no seamen J the 
passage of a disputed sea was casy^afe, 
tain ! The Dari^ seemed w have 
Enderstood ^at point ®l as weifasThe 
Eccretary aj/w'ar. But itlhad been argued 
fiat, after ^ie*peace .of^ilsit, Denmark 
^uld not have resis^irf^the co-operation 
France and Russia, aj^umed that 

ssia fvould have tak^ a hb^ik l*ne to- 
fels tills country, even, if wp had not 
attacked ^'JJopenhj^n, and ^ould- nave 
' forced Denmark inm a similar subse^ieiicy 
to I^lfeich iiijere^s. Where th^rouads 
for ^elr an assumption were toudM he 
could'ndli^twicojve; certainly not in the*| 
Bapers befbre ^(Hianj^nt, from tbese^ and 
all tliat ti^^pir^d of nuriiit^* 


[U«9l 

coursrwitii . very reverse^ waiy» 

to 

that ministers bad pHodoned. every paper 
; tending to their just^icedioOi and to thoBe^ 
they \vtthheld therb was mme 0 iaii suspi^* ^ 
cfon ibr attributing ^mtmd‘OfeondcsnjiMN' i 
tiim. But if any one were capiiblc^ cd‘ghr** 
ing evideac^ such apoint, ft must he tiif 
noble, lord L. Gower,) who, frem^bti'^ 


all his Vieans of local mformation, beei|' 
able ft) produce ii> defence of ministets^f 
Some declaration of the emperor Alex* 
ander, accom|janying his treaty of 160^5^^ 
w^hich, as the noble lord insinuates, prov^^ 
a disposition hostile to oiir int6re8ts.-t.^But 
to admit that, we are called upon to. over*': 
looklhe treaty itself, the strong and pow* 
erful ejlertions of two campaigns, n\p(ie by 
Russia against France," her strenuous aiil' 
almost desperate perseverance, to the iEist* 
untfl the battle was fought almost on her 
IVonticrs, • and for the security of her tei’» 
ritory. These are not admitted to be any 
proofs of sincerity in a cause, but we are 
all on a sudden to attribute to the emperor . 
Alexander an insinfcerity, as inconsistent 
with his uniform character, as the subKr-*> 
viency t8 FVance imputed would be coin*^ 
trSry to the fundamental policy ofRussia^ 
wnich is known to consist in resistance to 
the aggrandizement of France ; tlie only# 
.state that can affect the security of Russia^ 
But, if contrary to reason and evidence*: 
we believed Russia capable of acting such 
a part, there remained still the importaut 
question of her power, even in conjurrcticul 
itii France, of effecting the supposed ob# 
ject, the forcing Denmark into a war with ^ 
this country. He was sincerely ocmviiice^^ 
that, if Denmark wis|}ed it, •(and of hop: 
wishing it, ftom kU the evidence, he cwld 
nil doubt,) she was perfectly competent^ 

>\\ ith the aid of Great Britain and Swedmj^ 
ta defend her islands, on which 
tjSonal independence and trail? 

To a*id her in suchm c|we the militai’y^jre#.' 
sources of this Oountiy were pecnlindy: 
apiplicablei ^nd w>(iuld have been most} 
Wbnou'rably and wisely employied; 
a defence of her rights and independence^ 
ft'e should have commanded the heart 
^.^very Dane. By such a line of cbhduciit 
[^4ve should have called out the^w hole^fjhy*:. 
sipal strength of those nort^m 
against France, we might foPtunate^,ha#e^ 
added iQ the enthusiasm of 
king, dhe enthusiasm laf his|iie 0 |A 04 said 
p^rha^a broken th^li 
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affections of .that natipa >vji;h. 
’the ,Rretich*r-Among>st th^^e bra^e and 
bjEtl!^^,atipns alone, in-coixjivoction with 
^e^^tue policy of Ru^sial^ ^hioh v^e were 
^ D^und to enc«»urag€ and cherii»h, could we 
• Jopk for any solid bjjrrier to Piiencb en^ 
la’oachment and usurpation. But all that, 
together with our national ^aracter, wa 
had sacrificed for 16 shipsy«Df*the line.— 
Although ministers had totally failed ta^ 
prove ihe^ necessity which alone coul/J 
palliate their conduct, yet the aihount of 
ihak necessity had been stated by odr mi¬ 
nister to Russia (a statement formally rc- 
Oogpized and authenticated by om* minis¬ 
ter for foreign affairs) in such a manfK;r, 
that be could not avoid calling the atten- 


Our 
ereign. 


lion of the house to the very worcLs.- 
minister, in the natiic of his sov 
makes Jthese solemn declarations. That the 
Banish fleet wasessential fur the accom- 
plilfhment of tlie views of France That 
its seizure was '‘Jndispeasable for the^se- 
curity of his empire and thatdt warded 
dfl a ^'danger which threatened, not only 
the welfare of bis people, but the existence 
of his crown/' If that were true, which 
Cod fVrbidi.in what state had ministers 
now involved us ? to balance the 16 sail 
of the line, France had acquiretf the zea¬ 
lous aid of Russia as a principal in ijjie 
war, the probable subjugation of JSweden, 

. and the direction of her physical strength 
and maritime means against this country^ 
the great resources for all naval purposes, 
‘Which the coast of the Baltic peculiarly 
the enthusiastic aniniositv of 


tbe whole Danish nation against us, the 
^prbbable shutting of the Sound ngainst us, 
the loss of our jnfluenco and chat;acicr in 
the worth of Europe, where our friendsliifi 
to Sweden would prove more destructive 
4ha,ft our hpstility to Denmark ; we h<ul^ 
|4awf^^d, at the disposal of France, the jy)- 
pulatibn of the north, jfco w^hich she woi|]di 
well^know hpw to inspire activity ahd 
jpnei^y, anif^bmh she would wit/d against 
our empire* It c<^uldvbe no pleasant in-J 
Ifestigation to cakulsftc *liow far the sc- ' 
'CUrity of his majesty'sNcrpwn^nd empire/’ 
was . established by the policy which 
to that state of,things. He was sorry, on 
ii;pportant occasion on which hb 
add^^^d the house, that he must con- 
* d^;^^li {5 conduct of his country. But he 
bjaj^ty to state that, as "‘in the first 
ne was shocked at what appeared 
|f^|reacherous and cruel outrage, so inini.<^ 
in the papers they 
iuced/ the arguineiits they 


mity. 

IVJr. supposed R was to cnatble 

himself to make the sin^alar boa.^ of per« 
feet impartiality in so vltal ancl national a 
question, that tbe right hon. gent, who 
had just sat dpwA had neither attended to 
the former debates on this subject/or read 
the papers which laJjr upon the table j he 
had Crdl^er supposed) taken great 
jirecaution.thathls first impressions should 
not be efljiced, for surelV no man who had 
heard \he everlasting debates, or perused 
the voluminous papers which this business 
bad produced, could now have ventured to 
l^repeat the obsolete and defeated sophisms 
of former nights, and. persuade himself 
that be was saying any tiling that at all re¬ 
lated to the ^juestioii—put Mr. Crhker 
•could dot attribute this to the mere wish 
to preserve the right bon, gent’s mind un¬ 
disturbed by party conviction, the fact 
rather seemed to be, that, driven as gentle¬ 
men on the other side had been from every 
inch of*6™ gfgument, they had fled to 
find what footing they might in those 
of declamation into which 
no body would it w'orth while to fol¬ 
low ihem. There, at least, he, for one, 
woulH leave them. It was absurd, in de¬ 
bating tt^lifciHer, m this particular view', 
to talk of Daniel-good will, and the Da¬ 
nish flesVe to preserve neutrality. He did 
not doubf that selfish desire; but he was con¬ 
vinced f'^f Vill bore on the question, 

that thereU^db^^ long since a tendency 
•In Denmarl^o favoi^ France at the ex- 
pcnce of this country—but on that he 
would not rest; hut on the undeniable as¬ 
sertion, that there had long been in France 
a resolution to unite Deiimarlf^’ith the 
rc^t of Europe against England, and that 
hcV fleet was looked to as the chief weapon * 
of X^ie confederacy. No acts of ours in- 
ed the desires of France or accelerat- 
submissioif of the North. 

..e bad tifen vigovoi^ as we lias 
been, or listless As gentleme-n^ would havr / 
Ifcrd us be, it evident* thit Denmai| f 
must have -yiel^d-^fo me inquisitions % 
France. A r'igH\hon. gent, had said 
was not cuoiTgli tp persuade the fnajorify 
ojAhe house of this, we should pcrsjmcfe 
the* majority of the nj^ion and^of Eurojpfe. 
The rilajority*of Europe he should hardly' 
h(jf)c tVb| able to do that~to satilfy this 
majoVit^of Europe,over which France has 
spread herself, that w;e have de»e‘ right in 
.striltinga blow, ,one/ofg*tfie njost deci^i|je 
irrecoverable Ui#it*that pdw'o^ 
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$ustaiine4 in h^r ,<;arecr of u^^ufparton. No, 
he did not hope*or wish id pei’siiade Eu¬ 
rope, that is tq say Fi;anqq. But he .trusted 
that it was not more uiiconstitutioiial than 
unfounded to seek to make a distinction 
between the majority of the house ajul of 
the, tountty. lie was wH satisfied that 
the triumphant majority of the n&tioii was 
\yith him and his honfriends, and that the 
lioqse in its. various Approvals of th|S'ex¬ 
pedition had spoken not oniy legally, 
and constitutionaUy, but realty and ^effec¬ 
tually the sentiments of the eounfrji. The 
ministry could not have acted but as they 
did ;—their predecessors hadmiarked^mt 
their course for theiih They had not onl^ 
* planned as it%vere the active measures for 
them, but ^hey had even taught them in 
whut language to defend them. He 
thought the late ministry would haye done 
the same,not so well pcrhaps,butthey woulcf 
have done it. lie had so much rtfspect 
for human nature as to believe that every 
party while in offjce act honestly^ and to 
the best of their judgment (a laugh from 
the opposition.) He niight*have expected 
a laugh, but not from those honourable 
gentlemen; those who#hpirf'mng kncf^''fr 
their political life, migh^a/e laughed at 
his credulity, he did not venture to^ope 
that they tliemselvcs wouhl/^ let j^ow- 
ever be so taken, and tol|fto fhe*country, 
that in the confidence aiU enthvaia|m of 
youthful feeling he hadftrtastt d that the 
honourable geiitlemen^ould, when in 
have been hon jU r ^iwi i l i iy rat they 


power, 


he w?is'aecelvcdj 


themselves had said,. 

—let it be said of hfc,that he was willing 
to believe it possible that they w'ere not 
base ; and let it be added, that with a full 
kiiowfcd^ of their ovvniiearts, they laugh¬ 
ed at his simplicity. He was at a loss to 
find on w'hat grounds the opposition of this 
night rested; the vittorious speech^ of 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Caniiinc/ on 
fornts,!^ occasions, the%able and decisive 
prefecii of the noble lorV(lord Oo^r)* on 
Rhis, the ^dence of fie papers on the 
kable, the festyiiony of Jirance and Deny l 
mark theimelvWj all .^emed to oyer- 
vvhelm the oppositeside .with a weight 
M argument which h^ltnew^not how they 
Icftnld evade. Against'the hoif. gentlemen 
was a train of facts and vlasairting as 
human aflhirs selcfem admitted of, lor^em, 
thett^'cre, what h —their own ass^ijpons and 
]t(ie,Monitei#. They disbelieve^ oiv'%m- 
bassadora^ tliev disbclie'Ved our^ministers, 
tl^y diabeiieT^lH^the speech of their so* 
JjjTeign,—but ^e^f*lfcrsooth, put .iheir 


trust ill the Moniteur; and w hy are they 
so ef^dnlous tthfoad ^i^|id so jncr^clulmlS''at 
home; Ito throw a scandal on their courfi-' 
try, to stain* its honour, ruin its^ character,' 
and debase the ancient glory add integrity 
of Britain ; and this is their yJblitical mora^ 
lity.-«—They themselves had pursued simi¬ 
lar measures, they themselves had in some 
negree deseolbd well o\' their country, but 
now they ae.^ise their own fame, they 
^^irow away their own reputation, they 
[•abjure tjieir'own merit, for the petty 
vantage of saying to their successors, Yotl 
imitated us, and dfeserve to be ca.slneted 
for so doing.'' He WTiuld retort on him¬ 
self a right hoii. gent.’s (Mr. G. PonsoAby) 
own phrase, and say, '' For shame! tor 
shame! W'hy are you so shabby in yoUf 
iniqujtv And this reminded him of the 
charge")that had been made against hia 
side of the house, of^ligving first bijoaehed 
the detestable doctrines of the new inn5- 
raffty. He denied it! he abhorred thmn ! 
He appealed to the house w hether it w^* 
not the right hon. gent. (Mr. Ponsonby) 
who w'ould have had u.s break faith to keep 
Zealand,—and w ho first used the expression 
alluded to. Who vvas it that represcuited • 
ill faith and treachery as loss odious if at* 
tended wjth benefit? who first asserted the 
abominable doctrine that vice, by becom- 
itag bold, might become honouralile ( who 
were the aristocrats in ini(|uity, that sup¬ 
posed it became pardonable as soon a.s it* 
Wins splendid? Surely neither he nor his 
friends liad* ever received these poi^ition^ 
from the other .side of the house without 
the abhorrence they deserved.—^For hiJj 
part his political morality was of a difte^ , 
ent school—he loved this counfry—re¬ 
spected this house, and ^evert'd his king 
aboyi Frafice, its tribunates, or em]^‘roT^, 
fl^melfeved the evicleitce of Efiglish minis¬ 
and the English sovercignj^ in pre¬ 
ference to the Moniteur. He^spj^ed thSe 
actice of railing at tlyiT'emperor of 
ranee ; but be must say tlia^his inWalitV 
/aught him to recfive witl/suspicioff t^e 
evidence of thar pe/son, and of thoso 
here who repeated hit testimony ; atVd 
particularfyoin a cfase in wdiich the honour 
of his country was assailed. The honour¬ 
able member concluded by rerapi^ilating.; 
the fullest evidence, be said, had lje<m ad¬ 
duce^ in sujpport of the necessity of our 
proceedings at Copenhagen; th^; only eVU •, 
dgnce wfiteh had been adduAd against 
w as that of "the Moniteur, wlience thfe 
gentlemen opposite had^ dcrfyed'imt dnty 
their evidence, buf the vety airg^iints 
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p^csowitry. Tl^ giap^ on .the 
liiat F^oe i)eeDreod^- 
.with all ber th^i 

and tfcat the D^)aes w^e Very wil- 
' feJ^S ^ cajoled.—](J,ut ibe chief 

mxh whether Frar^ce had it in view to 
jgecse the Banish navy, aud xi^thcr Fiance 
, had the power to do so. If^as conceded 
ipn all, hands that France had tlmt desii^ 
and it was,allowed by lord lk>wick in *1 
,jbis (iispatchcs. It was avowed by France 
bafiselt—it was manifesl to all Europe that 
«he had the power-—What proof could 
he superadded ? 

JVlr, Whithi'ead took a comprehen^irc 
.tie>v irf the subject, and answ'ered all the 
.^fgtinients that had been urged at ,ditJe- 
flpeat times in favour of tlie exjledition. 
s;,,Tbe term ‘ shabby iniquity/ he niaiii- 
leiaed, w completely suited to the cou- 
. riu?t of ministers on that occasion its 
japplication w as ^ujqiortod by the manner 
, in winch such an expression ^^ouM be 
fjikely to be used in common life. If a 
|>ersQn was to be guilty of a petty theft 
, «gaipst a poor weak person, when at tlie 
same time it was seen that the thief had 
iiTefiramed* from the conunUsion yf a rob¬ 
bery where more booty was to l>e gained, 
.but with a, greater risk, it might fairly the 
jsaid> that such a man was a shabby thief ; 
f that he was detestable for his iniquity, and 
contemptible for , his cowiardice.—AT^er 
, laUgluly noticing some observations that 
fell iVom ptlxer me^nbers, he dwelt with 
jpauch force upon wdiat had been stated by 
. A noble lord near him (lord G. L. Gower) : 

, that noble lord, with that degree of autho- 
fity which attaqlied to the situation which 
jbe Ijftcly held, cume forward in that bouse, 
.if he conceived his meaning riglitljN^ fo 
throw an imputation on the sovereign v\^h 
le J?ut a short time back held iMi- 


{tirnpications^ and to contradicts 
tho3<i/friend^ widi wdiom he lately actcM, 
jyithiDut usin^it single jrgnmentin suppo\t 
.of, the position lie Issclned—the presiunp-> 
jtipn that we shotld Certainly have had a 
. war with Russia, if thVexpe4ilfon to Co¬ 
penhagen had not taken place ; this con¬ 
jecture he .supported by tlie confederacies 
of 1760 and l^Ol, in both of which easels 
Sw'ccleli took the lead of Denmark; and 
^ , when it,^was umveiaally acknow ledged, 
yj^Wtno gi'iRt measure was adopted by J.hc 
' 'lowers of fhelaorth of Europe, without the 
j^cnriegce> the heai’ty and sin^ese appro- 
( fer u positively .stipulated agree- 


ls^Vteyk®tij«w 

tbfiu itisriifei. .that I)eii»d&7h.F^^ 4 
«[t»te gmter prepkatimiu^ AinoMe? kiM, 
h^fcwevj^r^bad.statnd, hafFaennS’^hem 

in asgonri i state forty' Jncaare- agof 
he (Mr. Wv)^ at least, c^d tsaoch that he 
had seen them „ equally nomercros and 
equally equipped twenty-four years 
Was th^iaouse to ,be infoaned by the ftfst 
diplomatk cbai*aclfer, perltapsi in that 
house, or w as the weight of his authority 
to,be lent to such an a$,sertton* as that we 
were qow^ possessed of all the naval power 
of Denmark ? Was it to be supposed that 
the hulks of 10 ships, with a certain'num¬ 
ber of bolts of canvas^, was tlie w hole of 
' the naval strength pf Denmark ? Had we 
got a single man of its^navaj population 
into our hands ? and was it not more ^liaji 
probable, ,that Sw^eden would be shortly 
•compelled to fit out her shipping against 
,us, and that any deficiency as to seamen 
would be supplied fi om Denmark ? We 
.should then have the whole of their naval 
forces, in fact, against us, that is, we 
should •have tiieir men fighting against 
us, a nd tlia t, too, when they must evidently 
l!JV1^nmiafi5?h^vit^ q spirit of oulliusiasm, 
which nothing^but our aggression could 
Imv^iven birth fo. But then, said the noble 
lord^bere is no set ol'mini.sters that w ould 
not hav# ddne fve same. Had \vc not tiie 
authority of tlJ, noble lord by his side 
(lord II. Petty),phat lie would do no such 
thing ? Had tlie\housc not had the decla¬ 
ration friend of his (Mr. 

Windiiaj3^,%vho wris^absem of his detes- 
|*tation of the measuremnder all its circum¬ 
stances ? Had they ^not iieard that the 
most complete disavow^al of the principles 
that were herq actv:d upon, was {^xu^unced 
by a noble relation of his who was now in 
the other house of parliament ? Did MOt 
man who heard him know^ that sucji 
uct was disclaimed by lord Grenville, 



ha tflUioUaiul, and every other meiqbcr of 
the adminwation ? And 

nobltMord couldj gravely .stJIte to this 
sembly, that h^ fclicved sujalAwould Jiava 
b^Tii the conduclWany-athniflistralio^^! M 
Mr. Sectiftt^ry Oi^jtmg vindicated 
conduct and consistency of his nobl^ frici* 
and a.ssertt«l,*tliat though, from the c^^-j 
m*;*mcatioiii^rreceived fromhim» bfi had*i^t 
aii^i&uguine cxj)ccta|ion that hostility 
with mssia could be avoided, it luMibpqn 
his^tU^idvis colleagues wdsh to avail 
selves or every nipportunity that might 
idler of restoring a fundni’' 

[ slai.'ding betwei&n 
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^ t^entaal bottii^ty wil^ was to have 
beei€ ^prehended ; they yet bad a hope, 
that, ia the mterral, aome circainstance 
; might occur, whkh, if improved, might 
' preserve the relatfoos between the two na-« 
lions undisturbed. This was precisely 
consonant to the views held out, and the 
Communications made Ify his noble friend. 
But, whilst they felt ^ope thafwar might 
be avoided, it was tifeir duty not to have 
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lord^lSt. viiicdht ^stiid Rosslyn, tb 
that tl^se instVuctioh3''were a mass of ac¬ 
cumulated frauds and delusion ; aiid after 
guardiw himself against misaonstructidn, 
by stj^ting that the harne of the venerabl^^ 
character that appeared affixed to it^ was 
only there in form,* as from the State of * 

^ his health at the time, it was impossible 
that it coul^have been his prouuction, he 
declared, in%lie face of the house, that 


neglected any measure of security agaiiisM these instructions he would not himself 
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the combhiation jof Russia, whic 
most probable alternative. Th(?hyh. gent, 
who had just sat dowm, had agaiiS^nsisted 
on an argument, which all who nbdg^i e 
ceded hinj appeared to have abandom 
* viz. that the expedition to Copenhagen ha< 
produced Jthe war with Russia. If the 
payers on the table did not prove that not 
to have been the ease, if the Russjan De¬ 
claration since published, if the conduft 
of Russia towards Sweden, did not dteprov<; 
it, he could refer to the authority of a 
person of the first rank in Russia, to prove 
the contrary to have been^the case. Count 
Roraanzow, in his interviw withTthe Eng¬ 
lish merchants at St. Petersbur^b^ .stated 
as one of the instance§ o^^ur barbaffolTs 
conduct to Russia, that ye had detained a 
frigate laden wuth speme, to which they 
replied, that it had happened aftejyiTOecla- 
ration of war ; AyeJ couniJ^oman- 
zow, but did we not sufsr the Astrgpa fri¬ 
gate laden with specie tft depart after we 
had determined to go t^^ar with G. Bri¬ 
tain ? The Astraja hacS, 
on the 27 th of JulyVfiionthl ■# 

declaration of warj^nd weeks before any 
intelligence could navtif been received of 
the expedition to Copenhagen. This cir¬ 
cumstance shewed tl]^t that expedition 
w^as not \he cause of the war. As to the 
indignation expressed by the hon. cent, 
because his noble friend had stated,Ahal 
any administralion \w3uld have ac^ in 
the^^ame manner unda* the same cwcum-' 
‘■'n^eS, he had but to^jbaerve, th^ashis 
noble frien^fhought dilljrently ^f the mea¬ 
sure from^fth^ hon. gen 
prising th^ he*sh<ml^ 

^.ministers, w'ho haollffidfrtakeii the expe 
I Wtioi\fo Lisbon, would hav^ acted in the 
fJlme manner at Copenhagtti*. But he 
lyduld have reason to be* olfende^J, U^his 
^ noble friaicl had asserted the cony^se of 
thw groposition; that those who Md acted 
at Uopenhagpen would have con^cted^ the 
Lisbpn exD^ition, in tlTamann^ in which 
ithadfSeeiniiaducted. Here he quoted 
paBsageWrdSrjthe instruction^ to 


was lhe*j^iave sjgnefi. When he had found 

in the office, he did not believe that jihey 
were the production of that great man, 
and on inquiry bad discovered that the 
instructions \\i\d been drawn up by a right 
hdn. colleague of that venerated person, 
who acted for him during the latter part of 
his illness. If this was the old system of 
moraljty, if these were the frauds and de- 
lusiom practi'scd li^Njie priests of the old 
schoyl, he thanked God tJiey had beejji de- 
p*irted from. Such delusions might often 
have been piaotised, but he had never 
seeft them so set down before. He knew 
not how these instructions could be de¬ 
fended. It might he upon the difterence 
of the imminence pf the peril. At the* 
time of the Lisbon expedition, Buonaparte 
was distracted with a rising continental 
vyar ; at the period of the Copenhagen ex¬ 
pedition, he was combining conquered i 
Europe against this country : in the former 
case, the fleet of Portugal could not easily 
he brought to act in conjunction with any 
other naval force ; the Danish fleetj^on the 
contrary, was the point where the junction 
most formidable to Britain, of the northern 
fleets, might have been etlected : the peril • 
was not more imminent for an army placed^ 
at a six weeks march distance at Bayonne, 
th^ to Holstein from Mi army aftlam- 
Ibuifgh.* The foyce sent out to* Copenhagen 
as such as to ensure the suca^^jss of the 
tvepedition with the least pj^bke loss; 

■id the naked opinion oCMrTGah^ke was 
lot to be taken without the jcarcumstances, 
inclcr which he st;tted«that the Danilh fleet 
should make no. to defend Holstein, 
thaf shef should h^ a fimely concert with 
Sweden, anrl thin a good understanding 
should continue between Great Britain and 
•Russia. Notice of these contingencies had 
taken place. The measure was to^ be de* 
fended without proceeding one step from 
the law (jf nature or nations, and wliatevei* 
might be the vote of that he and |ii 3 
collcaguigs would have the satisfaction to re¬ 
flect, that their measures had be^k suebess- 
ful, and proipoted the security of the empire* 

• 4 K • 
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9 ffetted by it> but which their lordshipe 
had felfttoed tb hear. Amount this ® c^an 
of perioywi the measure was generally con^ 
demned. It had been said, however^ that 
Iffsev^ral merchants highly approved cff 
these Orders. This, he thought, required 
explanation. The manufacturers who 
contributed sbess^ntially to the prosperity 
.of the country, imtaediately felt their ef¬ 
fects, jn tlm suspenshin of orders, and the 

Li.,. ^Vkoii. tvorlja' • Kilt- t-Kianu WtfarJft 
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^ liOrd iJ. Petry replied to the obser^hUons 
of the ieiAfetafy for foreign sdSaiik ' The 
noBle lord shewed, by refl^ring to /he dis- 
j^tefiee of Mr. Garlike, that Ddbmhrk wa^ 
no measures that could wa^j^jnt the 
^b^test suspibion of any design on hef 
^ p«^ to act against tWs country. As to 
the ilussisui war, the noble lord was will- ^ 
ing to concede, that even ift^he Danish ' 

expedition had not taken plhce, that war _, i / • . 

would have arisen; but yet it would haveJf^stagnation/of their trade ; but there were 
been a war of a different charicte^. W#’[* merchant* who engaged^in forfeign^ com- 


shoi^d not have had the opinion andjpeo- 
ple of Russia and of the civilized world 
against us, which the Danish expedition 
had produced. Upon the nature of the 
arguments adduced by the right hon. se« 
cretary and his advocates, the noble lord 
^imadverted*at some length. He fon- 
ceived those gentlemen, as it were, ^ con¬ 
fess the incfficacy^jf a war of justice 
a^igst itgustice, and to proclaim, this 
dangerous and degrading doctrine to fhe 
world, that England was warranted and 
resBlved to employ the w^orst'w^capons 
used by France, for the purpose of over- 
cobiingwhat it called French iniquity. 

• After a sliort reply from Mr. Sharp, 
the bouse divided: For the motion 04; 
Against.it !22'4; Majority 100.—Sfrangers 
were not re-admitted, but we understood, 
that Mr. Stuart Wortley moved a re.s«- 
lution of 'thanks to ministers for their coii- 
tluct, &c. on the Danish expedition, apd 
Upon this a division took place: Ayes 216t; 
Noes ; Majority 155.—Adjourned at 
0 o’clock on Tuesday morning. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 

Tuesdg^, March 22. , 

[C^MERciAi Policy or Tifr, Orders 
rs Council, J The*Ear] of Laiukrdai 
calling tjiip attention of their lordship.* 
this si|bjegt> observed, that the importafit 
questiop<iiov^^ their, consideration u a 
whetbet tha| system of mercantile poliA 
^ ipidef which tfiocommiiTe and piTHparitj^ 
of this country hAi greatly incrensed 
until the issuing of th^Orders ihT'ouncil, 
fbouM at once be dohb avvty*, and the 
’ Wrhole commerce of the country j)ut to 
hazard, for the sake of the novel an<| 
principles contained in the Or- 
dSto in Council. Upon this mea.*mrc he 
^#$8 compelled to argue without, the spe- 
of inf<;0nati(m which ought to hafe 
^een beforO the bousO, namely, that which 
merchants and 
Nwers whose interests would he 


merce, ^f having a large stock of foreign 
cornmoioties on their hands, w^ould feel 
tM the suspension of foreign commerce 
i^lSld greatly enhance the price of the 
articles on hand, and thus largely increase 
their profits; they might, therefore, ap¬ 
prove of these Orders, inasmuch as they 
were beneficial to their particular inter¬ 
ests ; but to the commerce of the country 
generally, the measure must be ruinous. 
He was wholly at a loss to conceive what 
benefit could arise from it. It had been 
said on a formqr evening, by a noble and 
learned ford, thtit the object of it was, so 
to fl Wfcsa ^ ' ^rniice. as to force her to come 
mis; but^w was that object to 
effected ? W6 imight free neutrals to come 
into ^ur ports; I we might prevent all 
direcr^^fade yQjh the enemy, by means of 
the supfitiority^f our navy; but then 
Frange, by her military superiority upon 
the continent,* liight interdict all com¬ 
merce with the pVts of the continent that 
was canl^^^KijHirough this country. 
]^eutral trade wom^then be destroyed, 
and the commerce ortthis country deeply 
and totally injured. It had been said, 
however, that trade might still be carried 
on in a manner more easily undavstood 
than could with propriety be expressed; 
was it then to be urged, that the trade of 
thiicounti*y was to I6e carried on by means 
of srfeuggling, and ^as it not easy to con- 
ceivAfc that precautions might be ajJ^^d 
in Fr1^^ prewwt that species of trwK# 
Had ministers rSecled U[x\ the come 
eucc.< of lliis.ii|eai?ure tojOunWest Indij 
colonies ? giving Aein reli 

it would -sfill iwther oppress tbei 
Already raoijD sugar came fromt thei 
than couRlI^e consumed in this comuti^ 
this wasVtow to be added the su^r 



razils and of the entimy^s colofties. 
was a continental market^ be 
all this produce ? •And suppeis- 
be a Inaarkeft, ^!1 ^ pnpltace 
,— enemies cokmies^liglO 
ai^ would hiwo 


oftb 
Whei 
fbiilid 
ing 
*bf the 
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he ^ould not but ooi^i^er this measure its 
fuihouland djestrfictiife^ and tending mo^,© 
immedmttliy to increase a glamour 
peace. Jid thereby to embarrass the couh- 
by Ineans of the grea^ injury which 
Aiflicted upon our manufactures. • 

lordship concludedl^y moving the follo^-^ 
Mng Resolu^ns:—“ Tliat the unprece- 


would be known by those who. iimporti^ 
it here that none of it could be consumed 
in this country^ and thus our own planters 
Vould remain k'ithout relief. ♦ Had theyJ 
reflected upon , the consequences to the 
American trade^ and through that 'to the 
flpede of this country'?! Taking the ex¬ 
ports of America at, Jp,000^009/. he be- 


lieved about two-th^ds of that amount' dented coiimlercial warfare in which , hia 
Wjore sent to the continent of .Europe ; iwl majesty had been advised to involve, 


this trade was destroyed/wouJi 
the decrease of price greatly sAlifte the 
value of the remaining third extorted to 
this country ? He believed, tjjat up^i^cal- 
culation, the remaining third could i>>t 
then be estimated at more than 2,000,0()oA 
in value ; jurd how in this case were, the* 
Anjerican traders to pay the debts due to 
the merchants and manufacturers of this 
country ? If it was conceived, however, 
that France would relax her decrees, and 
a trade be carried on to her ports under 
these restrictions, still the government of 
that country, by means of countervailing 
•duties, might throw backus gre^t a bur¬ 
den upon us as our duties would be to 
them. Suppose we, ig[tpo$»ed a duty Ji 
ten per cent, on articles^rmed circuitous¬ 
ly through this country to Frances that 
country might impose a duty on th/coin- 

irignt give 
the produce of that dut| as a compensa¬ 
tion to those who paid tlfe Addition^ duty 


imposed by us, and tin; 

Orders, that of distref^j 
^le defeated. Coulc^, howeviV, seriously 
be believed, that dThancing the pnee^f 
sugar, ginger, pepper, and other articles, 
would have that important cflect which was 
i in pitted to this measjjre ? What, besides, 
was the comparative disadvantage with 
which w'e entered ipto this new and un¬ 
precedented specics%of waH’are ; FiAnce 
could support her pcl 5 ulati^>n by lie/own 
prqduce; it w’as calculated by Mr. Aume/ 


it not by by his late Orders in Councti,’ 

must be peculiarly injurious to a natjpui 
whoSb extended eom erns give her ail ip-1 
terest, mure or less direct, in all tlie mer¬ 
cantile transactions of the world.—That it 
g-pijjears to this house, that the system 
adopted by the said Orders, threatens tbp 
immediate extinction of maritime com-r 
merceh for while, on the one hand, the 
navy of O- Britairwiii^ll, in a gre?.t mca-^ 
sure, prevent all communication with tite 
cbntment of Europe, except througlT this 
country and her allies; it cannot be 
doubted •that the armies of France, and of 
the nations under her subjection, may, on 
the other hand, easily put an end to any 
such direct intercourse between this coun-, 
try and the continent.—That such aimi- 
hilatioi^of all maritime commerce, whilst > 
it must totally exclude the produce and 
tpanufactures of this island from a foreign 
market, will leave to oui enemies those 
means of trading ill the produce andmanu# 
fgfctures of the continent, which the land- 
carriage and internal navigation of sueb 
extensive countries must afford; Sneans 
which their industry, urged by the neces¬ 
sity of the case, must rapidly improve and , 
extend.—That it appears to this house^ 


; the object of the 
would 

Li'Afv.**r fi 


that tjiere is just ground*to apprehend that 
the exclusion of colonial* produce fi%m the 
*CGimiifent of Europe, if it could be eliccted, 
^uld close marly of those channels of ii^- 
dustry, by the means of whiffi' tjw? poip* 

‘ erce and manufactures j^uSfjn^cckinfi:^^ 




rtheft i1! his time, sixt^n persons/qut^pfiSAave attained an miparall^ed 

ii twenty in Ffance, drew their si*pport |^om • **'''* -- 

magricultui|e and commerej^; whilst in th^ 

^country, tdtecti qjjt of tfs^nty of the stipu¬ 
lation drew their support frCjjfi commerce 
and jQfuiufactures, and the produce of the 
} tountry was not sufficient to*support the 1 
population; this was pvcfve^ by the^te- 
ment, that during the years 1804,5^, we 
iniported 517,000 quarters of vHjl^t, oats 
tne rate ©f 180,000 quartersymej, barley 
r >50,000. How seriously then/^ould such 


injure this country* 
iJitet it; wool^[V’liipffatively do little in- 
Bry to France ? Ifi every point of view, 


'prosperity: that it would divert tWla^Ur 
of the continentVroA the pi'<iduction of ^ 
those articles for^htch inaiitime comr 
mervce hrfsJiithe^ affoMed a vent, tq tfee 
culture of those productions the, 
of which the ex^imtjfcion ot such 
must ci-eate, an imperious demandi— 
it appears to this house, tbat the ih'an!^||e- , 
tures of this country must su;^t^i!> iirepai^: 
•Ijle injury,, from fonipibly , 

hour of America, by the* anpihimtiofti^’irf 
maritime commerce, to thOj,j^ntifecli|rO 
of those articles* which 
atecessary to that ccuiitryirnidthe funuaV, 



- Pi-, 




S' > ^ ‘4 


Ijad previoivily ,l?een jp 

rel^nmajrKfe^ by the fot^wp,< 5 oloni,^, ^ , 

ducje, convey^ by heu^ajl|fjyn^ tWe,sier4!i., 
ficates of ori^iii were '3eVu^ to pFe^ei^-* 


iW'fe-i 

mn. 


*11!^; ■ 

>n« of whiA has looK dvep sustengivee to 
bdustrious <^ntryMjen.-“,; 

TIM life m^es^^s pr- 

d^liC Gbfecil ateinte)ided to Enforce, ^ z ' i 

ri^gsttfJed as W Soiirce pfl'A'^iiue, TBritish colonial produce from ,nn4«ng 
0#^ ft^ m^asure of tiOstilHyi appears ti i^arket. Now, hdwcv^r/under^tjie 
- absurd : tion of these Orde|s, the whole 

dial produce being SrouglU tp thr.v< 5 oui>|ryi.^ 


l^ 'hbuse’ equaUy huJ^atOry an< ^ ■ , j 
as'i^Soar'cb of reveiiTae,itg suc^ss must de-' , , ^ 

Oft" the Oo-opefatiOn ofShe ueutrd '^o^ld be so mixe 
whose ^iT^pisrty* is to be taxed, on thq in- possible fqr the ei 
clhl^on of our allies to sacrifice their in-J One from 
teNSsf^o bar views, and on the consent of 'prbducc 
omr^neihies to contribute to the incfease 
of^those resources which it is their known 
ohjdetto annihilate: as a measure ofwar- 
farei it is destructive of our "resources, i«- 
jutidtw tb the interests of our friends, but 
whbHy ineffectual against our enemies, 
whStn^it enables, by payment of the pro- 
jeOled duties, to purcha<;e a complete ex- 
enjption from the dl^css which it pro- 
to bring upon them.—'Fhat iC a^>- 
pdi^i*ist 16 tife house, that his majesty's mi¬ 
nisters,* by * ad visirfg his majesty «to adopt 
suoJva ftf^de of^ warfare,‘are co-operating 
with ‘the ^Jernment of France to deprive 
thh^iiibabitahts of the respective countries 
'of^tho comforts to xvlticb they are habi¬ 
tuated, and even of the means by which 
fhej^'have existed: and that in so doing, 
ihi^y arc roncurrihg in an experimeijt 
whi^h puts the great contest now at issue 

f )itwixt the two rations, on a ground 
ngtdy-'disafh'antageGUs to the British em¬ 
pire ; for it i.s obvious, that this system oY 
depri^tion must bear much harder on the 
pajple'of this country, where property has 
bee^ ‘uniformly respected, ana the profits 
' oSindu^tr}^ held sacred, than on the people 
-*oft*France, who have been habituated to 
tjtte^tesyjrenies of*' distress, during the '^on- 
vuIaioins^v^hicjU'he revolution has creotf^^** 

Ealtl denfcfd that the (ioinmcrHf 

of-the Oodtlfry had", previous to the issuing 


^ at it would 
enemy to distinguish 
le other, and our own cofoni^ 
ould no Ipngfer be undersold,;. 
The saihfe' argument applied to the com«-,^ 
moditj^ from the £a«t Indie^ It bad. 
be«fn^id by*a noble friend of his on the: 
^jTeceding evening, that it jcould not be 
,supposed that the want of cof& could have 
any efl'ect in France. Hrs noble friend, 
he believed, did hot like coffee, and theie- 
fere he might not bare for the Joss of it; 
but vv^ it to be imagined that the popula- 
fion of a whole continent would suddenly 
change the habits of their lives at the bid¬ 
ding of the ruler of France ? Would Buo¬ 
naparte himself; would his tributary kings, 
w^ould his tributary princes, would his 
generals, would his army, consent all at 
once to give ijjrihSir coffee and their su¬ 
gar ? Would thw agree to give up the 
const^ habits of iheir lives ? It w'as not 
in huma^ nature. With respect to the 
American trade, |he believed it would be 
eir exports came to this 
a fourth or third to the 
the. effect, therefore. 


exyjorts 

of lSKtet India and Eas^^d^a Ijroducc had 
c^lsMii^lined in proportion. Ibc Ordefb 
, in Council had become, therefore, neccs- 
' of oqr own com-*i 

! memc^ahd'fheir effistu were 

; J)rciv44'^by tto increase in om- exports from 
, 5|^e 5th of IWc. np to the last w6ek ; au 
se ha<f taken place iii the export of 
of wooBlh, cof^rt; linen, Our 
fcindik hiMta of being in- 

Tfeir produce 
fK'-wi’'''''hi-' 




found^that half t 
country, and abo^ 
enemy’ 


stated by fSSmoEtS^iord, could not be pro- 
(kiced upon that trad^; as, supposing the 
decree of the enemy tl be most rigorously 
enforced, the Americans could not be jne- 
veilted by their enforcement from trading 
with this country, &i the enemy's colonies. 
The noble earl went through the Resolu- 
tioiic, and contendecLthat they did not ap¬ 
ply » the Orders in Council, which instead 
of that iii [,of injyigg the tradt/aC the country, tende d 

cWESpg^il^pw>^rit^ by the nobll inater\lly to benejft it, by removingtBbsa 

loiSl'j^oii tKe 4 K)riti'ary, theexporls, whicA injurious effects wtfich had bwn produced’ 
iaa«O«lJ 0 im 6 ulUcS td27/>00,000/.decre’a.s-^%hy the enlbrcenient of the enemy’s dor 
bd^m 1807 tD25,(W^X)f. The exyjorts } ciWv **' • ^ "* ' ' 


Lord -KVn^^commewt^ on the apparent 
inconsistency oT efidf avouring to make the 
Orders in Cpulicll jit once a incasMjrc of 
a belligerent nature and of commercial 

poliSv . - . • ' 

hoTiP^oUand entirely concurred v^tb 
the i^oblaJord as to the incoq;sistenc^ 
had state^^ but it w^as not the only erne : 
^hen the measure was censnppNMl^ 
ductive, they wevedkAjl IJjSt it was 
mei^ure of revenue' a<ia* yet wfajeni. ,t&(! 
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suffiirfdg niRhtif&ttufer, wlle^ll'flie injuted j Ol’ilers'm Couriciif |ivWiqvL9 to the 
trader, |ietitioned for relief ^^^inst ii^ ruin- go ^ bul as he haid stetied on R former gc^ 
ousf Operation, they were driven frgtn the casion, iWss by no me^ns improbable^ ^ 
bat, tihd told that it wa3 a matter of reve- tthatthe^ embargo might have^been resort** *. 
niie» With respect to its producing any ed to in Kmerica, trom a conviction that 
sensation in France, could hardly be- such measures of rct^iation as the piresent 
ladve that ministers then^lves were aerjpi ^ould naturally be af^opted by thia couii'* 
ous in that expectation JT ' T. try, in consejwence of the French deerneg*«* 

Ixnrd'Orcni^//c saidf^e did not rjse toT The noble fiaron, however, might hs^va so*^ 
prolong the debate. Upon a former occa- ^et Prices, that the Americans had boon k 
sion he had taken opportunity ^tating ^eVioui^y Informed of the intgntion to* 
fully and distinctly his sentiment| upon issue |he Orders in Council, and had acjial 
the commercial policy of these ©rders. accordingly; but until that was distinctly 
His object in rising, was; to resist alto^ther asserted, he must still believe, that the bict 
the idea of any similarity between these was as he himself had stated it. He at'* 
Oi*ders and that of the 7th of Jan. He llo^v^ that it was unwise to enter upon a 
contended i^at they were not only not Icommercial war; but the question hero 
alik^ but essentially different. Sardinia, ^as, whether you were to submit to thg 
it was true, had been excepted ; bpt Sar- embarrassments thrown by the enemy in 
dinia was not the only exception. At that* the way of your coiild^rce, withoufadop^- 
time Denmark (would to God she wft‘e so - ing s<vne measure of retaliation ? lf«we 
now!) was neutral, and engrossed by much w efp not to engage in a commercial war of 
ihe greater portion of the neutral trade of this kind ^tall, then the Order of the 7tli 
Europe. The able and state§man-like note of Jab. was a most unwise one. Hislord* 
of his noble friend (earl Grey) to the Dan- ship also stated, with regard to the Ameri- 
ish minister, was a sufficient commentary can embargo, that the preamble of the 
upon the nature and object of that Order : Order of the 7th of fen. announced further ’ 
but this mode of justifying b;^ recriminat- retaliation, in case that should take place 
ing, involved Hie noble sec/etary in a strange which h?d actually happened; ana this 
dilemma. That Orth r wa.s either rj^n "or might have corroboiated the idea, that 
wrong ; if wrong, why att,jmpt bfjustify su<§h a measure as the late Orders in Coun* 
the present Ordeis by pioiing their vmi- cil would be adopt^ by thU country, and 
litude to that ? and if rig'|t,*why make it by^that means haveenyttibuted to thclay« * 
the object of such extiMcydinary #|Cnsurc, ing on of the embargo, 
that even hisinajestv in ^h^.vwl made, Lord Grenrz/fe said, that be had nb se- 
in the preamble to tnciSf^fOi del s, to ceiisuri;^ cret advices, nor did he know what the ^ 
that act as in^iulicioui and ineffectual, to noble secretary meant by the words ' su* 
which he had b«cri advised to give his cret advices.' His information was as 
royal sanction ? With respect to tlicir ef- public as the public papers of the country ' 
feet orfc America, he stmnid not now say could make it. A commercial housewhere 
anything: the eventfwould be shoitly had s^t information to America of thg 
knowm, and lie trustedfthat when it should tentfiion to issue these Orders, and of their 
be known, the result >4puld not verify Ais iiaTure and tendency, and that infurmatioit' 
apprehensions. As f^r^as he could jj^ge was perfectly accuratq. Their corrfspOQ- 
fromjyich private advicis as personsywere *d(jhtsin America acknowledged the i ^ceipt 
l^casecl fo communicate to him, he \>^,4ie ojthe intelligence on the iHth ofjDilO. 
Aonfesbed, inclined to believe that the in- jAing six days be^re ’ th£ embargo was 
Mliigcnce of l^is majesty’si ministers’ in.^y' laid on. He desirei^l^e noble secretary 
Untions, w ith respect to th*e measure oTthe not totake^his stat^m^it upon his autbo** 
Orders in Council, w4i» khown*>n America rity, but to ftillmerchant to the. bRr» 
Severa^ays before theAinea^iye of the era- who would confirm it on oath. 
bargo had been resolved- on ; and if so, it The house then divided on the question, 
w^^iiot unreasonable to conblusie, th^^at of agreeing to the first Resolution :* 

^ intelligence must have had no inconsirfera- tents, 21 ; Npn Contents, 55 ; Mtiyo**) , 
bl4 ^^uence in producing the adoi;tion of nty, 35. • 

thal& measure .a / •• *• . s , , • 

Lord Hmukeshury said, that milffisters had house op coMMOtfS, , 

any atithen-* * Thutsde^ March 22* t 

that cofirWSSfl them to believe, [W^tmin^ter Eti^c^iqn^ t j 

A.liieric^ knew ahjr thing of the» The time appointed for taking into conaiv' 
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1 ^}, 

d)ij^o9^1ie‘ P^itioB iof the rijiht b4in. Riv 

cli^dt'Sbli^sl^Sberidan^ compTainmg an 
and return for eh^ity and 
, |H|^y of Westminster, being c<me; and 
>i|^\iounseb agent, oi" party; appearing on 
part of the said petitioner, the houie 
niras moved, That an^ct, made in the 28tl^ 
year of his present majesty,furtl\er 


[1244 

: "PEt^lONSAOAiNaT THE Ownniiiiii Count 
ciL.J .On the motion of the Chanceiior of 
the Exchequer, the house went into a com¬ 
mittee, in wliich the adjourned consklera^ 
tion qf the Petitions against the'Orders in 
Council was resumed. The folkwiring 
witnesses were %en called in and 
Smined,‘Mr. WnuJJtell, Mr. Thomas Mar** 


i^ulation of the trials of Controverted |^tin, Mr, Alex. Forrader,and Mr, Abraham 
JSIeettons or returns of members to *servy^ Mann, account of the lateness of the 
in Piarliament, might be read:—and ttfe^, hour, anil there being ^hen tiv% other wiU 
-i_ -j. . 1 .. .1 -\ • — L nesses^/‘^examine, the further considera¬ 
tion opthe question was postponed till to-^ 
morftdw. 


$au^ beiiig read; the Order for talcing the 
«eiu Petition into consideration was dis¬ 
charged. 

. [GaEENWicM Hospital, ]* Sir C. Pole, 
pursuant to notice, called the attenkofiof/ 
the house to some appointments on thee 
establishtnent of this hospital, in vhich^ 
due regard was not bad to the preference 
ivliich •ought to bo<5TSewn to persons who 
h1i4l^tved in the navy. He cited all the 
edtnmissions relative to Greemvich Hospi¬ 
tal, from the first under Wiljiam and 
Mary, to shew, that such a pretefence 
ought always to be given; and concluded 
with' moving an Address to his majesty, 

^ praying, that he wpuld be graciously 
pl^stsn to give directions, that all the ap¬ 
pointments belonging to the sai«* hospital 
should henceforth be filled with persons 
who had served in the navy. * 

The ' Chancellor of t^e Hxchequer said it 
^must be the every one to pro¬ 

mote as much as '^possible what the hon. 
hafOTfet was desirous to accomplish. But 
. diere were offices for which persons proper¬ 
ly qualified oould not be found in the navy, 
auch as clerk of the works, who should 
' Bean architect; auditor, wfio should be a 
favrygr; organist, brewer, clerktof the 
eh^ue, surveyor, and others. *Wjtl!i^hev* 
eXb^itions, lie thought no other office should 
be; fi^ed otherwise than from the .navy, 
wlreh, after a mdnth^s notice in the 


this limita^n, and he should, in 
the event of the amendirm^.t b^ng adopted, 
piropbiiie an Address to bis majesty, praying 
i^p^ld cause a corresponding al»‘^ 
ftfe made in the Ciiarter of 

observations from Mr. Whit- 
Mr. N. Galvert. and jifr. 
iv C. P<ifle agteed to the exefep- 
kpred by the. Ghancellof of the 
and the itiotiomwere passed 

'h: 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, Murch 6’3. 

[Orders in Council.] Lord Auckland 
to*oiler a motion to the house, which, 
in his opinion, might ailbrd an opportuni¬ 
ty of bringing the house to a decision on 
the long contested point, whether the Pe¬ 
titions against^the operation of the Orders 
in CouAcil, which had been presented to 
the house, were to be attended to or not. 
After insisting oiVrthii right which ttie sub¬ 
ject undoul5tedly had of being heard 
against measure!^ which aggrieved him, 
and aijer enumerating a number of pre¬ 
cedents^* to shew that the object of his 
moti^pn was strictly conformable to the 
standing orders'of the house, and the best 
practice of parrament in the best times, 
his (led with moving, '^That 

I ^he Orders in Cj^ctcil be referred to a 
^committee of the w^iole house, and that 
the petitioners againsi: them be heard by 
them^eIves and counsel, as to such points 
in w hich the petvtioners could shew they 
had a distinct and l^irect interest.'^ 


A long conversation ensued, in which the 
loi^l chancellor, lor^ Hawkesbury and Mul- 
grave acceded to tra motion, on the under- 
no ilaval«persoii should pife-*^ standing that it wfts not proposed t o hear 
lefit iiim^lfe^ith proper qualifications Vo coun^ against the Orders in CodlTcil biUj 
jHU tfiq office vacant. Mde should propos^ ahd that no delay should take place in thi' 
lip amendment, adoji^g the hon. baronet'^idirogress of that bill. Lord (Bienville, the earl 

orLauderd,ale, &ndiejj/ Sf»encer disclaim¬ 
ed any uaJewstanding upon the subject, 
which shoulij fetteR their judgmeqJ^in the 
applicatibiS of the information which might 
be\pgimunicated at the bar.. Lord TSjd- 
moutkhad some doubts as to the form of ^ 
proceeding, but was friendly to the^c^Hject 
of the niotion. The question wasat length 
nut, and uie motion agreed to. .. 

’ Lorii Auckland, after 
lordships on aadoptinff 
^de. of hearing tlfb 'petitioners, tiBn 
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moved, that the Petitionsi Ib'e referwsd hdife adVeil^ 

to a Committee of the whole house to- . hill. He saich that Mr. Burke in one 

morrow.* bis immrtal oratiotiB, had also given im** 

^ Another conversation arose upon. this mortaHt\ to the beneyplent l(^oward 
motion, and lord Hawkesbury moved as an .speakin^f that great man in his career 
amendment, Monday next, instead .of to- of humaifity, he had said, Se has visited 
moa»w. This amemlment was 8trej(jious- a|l Europe; not to ^llate manuscripts or 
lyfsujj'ported by the Ior^chancellor^I<|jd to collect medals, iut to dive into the 
Mulgrave,andJordReddBale; arxfoppo^® deuth of (kpeeons* to plunge into 4j|0 
by lords GrchviHe,^lfiolland, l)ariiloyW intectioii oWJspitals; to survey the jao»ail*' 
Grey, and Spencer; after which a*divi-*^sions<>f grief, misery and despair; to plt])r 
sion took pfece on^thb amendn^nt. Con- ,lfee forsaken, to remember the forgottehi 
tents, 43 : Nonncontents i8..*-“^lajori- aiid to collect and collate the distresses 
ty 25. ’ . all ml^n in all countries. It was a cir» 

The order of the day was nuxt read fdr cumnavigation of charity.*' It was fH> 

the house to resolve itself into a commit- said lord Erskine that this circumnavi- 
tee on the bilk when earl Spencer moved, kgatd\of charity should have received his 
that the hoiise do hear the Petitioners on 1 being in that country which had been 
Tuesday next; on this question, the house \the jpstrumerit of providence in her cir^ 

divided. Contents, 18; Non-contents, 47. ’cumnavigation of the earth; not like the 


—I/>rd Grenville then moved, that it b^ first discoverer, ct.'.\ying cruelty and 


an instruction to the committee to divide, 
the bill into two parts, that part which 
regarded the bill as of Aid and Supply, 
and that which regarded tj^e commercial 
regulations, on wdiicli latterpart hd wished 
Counsel to be heard. On this question, 
nearly the same noble Jords again were 
heard, when the house a^ai^ divided. 

Contents, 48; Non-contynts, 109. . 

The house then resolved itselfJto a 
committee on the bill’. A long ailtfdosul- 
tory conversation ensued,'jn the cuui;^e of 
which, • 

Tlie Lord Chancellor a.^acked late 
administration for theii]£tIvtW’.*jnXouncil 
of the 7th of Jan. aiuKassorted that it 
the foundation of thcflate Orders. 

Lord Erskine said,^that this charge re¬ 
peatedly made reminded him of Swift's 
Tale a Tub. Wej[)roducp, said lord 
Erskine, a piece of fcead, we eat it in 
their presence, we lying the baker who 
baked it; every body round agree if to 
be bread, but the noble lords answ^eiythat 
it is ryjt bread, but thi fattest mutto/ that 
ever came out of LeadenhaM Market, and 
the only proof they give of thai proposi¬ 
tion is, that if any man ventured to assert-j^Thursday morning^ 
the contrary, trTejft hoped \hat God ilTight | 
eternally damn him. Lord^Bcskine said, 
that tJj^iiOi^were the wojrds of |he rev. Dean I 
Swift, and not his, and therefeife the bi-%i 
shops must pardon the pA>ftrnene^.. He 
said; he hw no doubt, that if it weiyf 2 on- 


death^in her train; but collecting mankind 
together under the dominion of laws*and 
liberty. But wdiat w^as the proposed cir- 
c umnavi g*ation of mini sters ? Trey at this 
moment, like How^ard, were to visit all 
Europe; like him they were to plunge 
into the infection of hospitals; but nc^ • 
like him, to remember the forsaken and 
forgotteiv but to pluck the balm of health, 
or^ rather of life, out of the mouths of the 
miserable. They were to rob them—not 
of one medicine, w^hich, as he had said 
formerly, might ifc^su^ituted for ano<^ 
tl^er ; but which he would repeat again^ 
even as often as they repeated the Order 
of the 7 th of Jan. that would subject Great 
Britain to the final everlasting curse—I 
was sick and ye visited me not," 

Lord Grenville moved that the chai]>. 
man should report progress, but this wa^ 
resistira. The preamble *after a gooA deal 
of controversy vvas agirced to? It was , 
dered that the fiouse should resume, and 
the ^airman ask leave to ^it a^ain^ 'Oie 
* house accordingl^jSiXesumed, and after rer 
ceiving the report of tfee ch%rman of the 
conynittee, adjourned at four , o^clu^k on 


eternally damn him. Lord^Ecskine said, AniTo# ai? 

that tJiio-were the woxds of |he rev. Dean ^ 

Swift, and not his, and therefede the bi-% m Wed^sdx^, ATizncA 25. 

shops must prdon the pA>ftcnene^.. He [PctwioITs auawtst the Oaejpis l||( 
said; he had no doubt, that if it wer/con- Coukcii..] After the other eeders ^ 
venlput to establish Aat his lo/dship's day wer^ disposed of, the horaa wetkt ilalh* 
black coat was any green colour, it intght a*committee, on the Petiti(m8^agmii^Jl|if 
«asiiy.beaccomplished.- ' AsAffany as are Orders in Council. Mr. 

Aye^—^would give if counsel*ft)ir tte Petitionevst 
iffjrmoment any^CTOffr in therambow. and 


.1^} ■ 

p^rforman)^ 'of ‘ this duty, H* ti 
for an account ,or tjj« 


frfor^] ttbna of their petition, and contrayert the 

___ _ __ ^ I eyidiMkk;e they produced in support of 

^ents tot Misdng money ^ring t}^spring I them} that they should ttot be permitM 


end snmmeeBssmes in fSOf,^emMng the 

innode of application. 2d* Por copies Of 
Quere Books in the hands of Che foish 
^ treasurer, as far as rekted to the abov^ 
^riod, with a viewtoj ihew the method on 
iaccQunting* And 5dly, For Ae number of 
informations and billsofindictnfi^nt before 
the grand juries, during the same period, 
and the time the assizes contimled.—After 
somfi obserrations from Mr. Foster and 
' i-jjewport, the motionsVere agreecf to. 

[PntlTIONS AGAINST THE OeDEJIS IN 

Council.] The Chancellor pf the JfeAe- 
after moving the order of the d4^for 
guing into a committee on the P^itions 
against the Orders in Council, thought it 
right, before he should move that the 
«'Speaker«do leave the 'Ohair, to staVe. the 
jcobrje which he proposed to reconitnendr 
to the house to adopt, on the subjecyof 
the e?tamination ef other witnesses, and 
which, upon inquiry, he found to be Con¬ 
formable to the precedents of the prac¬ 
tice of the house on similar occasions. It 
‘was therefore not his, intention to move 
this day for the production of other evi- 
dignce, but according to the pra<*tice of 
the house to allow the present petitioners 
lo close their case, and afterwards to heft* 
the observations. of their counsel, upon 
tile evidence p^dj>n4d by them. 
^would then be competent to the house, if 
.^e evidence should not appear sufficient, 
to call upon the other petitioners, or upon 
j^ther fitnesses, and to examine them, 

«touching the subject. But as it might not 

fair, to call upon the learned counsel, 
.auddex^ly, to submit his observatimp to 
the house, upon the evidence, he prq^5ed„ 
that, howeveS: short the .time might be, 
which would be occupied this night in the 
^examinatioii of the remaining witne^es, 
the business should stan(U>ver till Tuesday, 
when^he leatied counsel should be heard^l 
upon the evidepce* 


in 

*at 




Mr. 3%^ thought,. that even the 
proposed oft tftc preceding qven- 
r % the right hon. gem. tl«t of hear¬ 
ing contrary evidepf^and of being 


ttot should be Bfbttght for- 
,he was finally to sum up, 
more desirable 
^s,t||$fi that now suggest- 
be pepwharly hard upon 
ievsi if «ejj^^ceg ahdhid be 
ard tds4i^we the. alleya- 


‘^ould haw 
: the 



/ to cross^eTcamme the witnesses by their, 
ccouhse/, or call other witnesses in sap- “ 
portof^heir case. The house was placed 
in a n4'^l situation by the course 
bye^f*^ r^ght honf gent, though 'iill theHle 
dWculties might 0^ avoidfd/rf the pro- 
Heding had originat'd a Committee of 
trade. / 

The Cha»rellor yf ^PrcheqUer insisted 
that the* proceeding/was perfectly regu¬ 
lar, and .adverted td'the precedent of the 
course adop^^ed upon a Petition agains^ 
the Tobacco bill in the year 1790, as fullj^ 
point; on which occasion the petition¬ 
ers evidence and counsel .had been heard 
the bar; and the house had afterwards 
thought.fit to call for other witnesses, and 
tb examilie with respect to the matter of 
the petition and the evidence brought for¬ 
ward in support of it. 

Mr. Tierney acquiesced for the present, 
but reserved tet himself the right to op¬ 
pose the course* proposed by the right hon. 
gent, if it should appear to him not to be 
regular. <• • 

The Splicer then laid down the prac¬ 
tice of tb^; house in a clear and satisfac¬ 
tory iiH;^er. Whatever course it should 
ultimat^ please the house to adopt, the 
proceeding, he obseived, had been hither¬ 
to perfectly rt&gular. In the opposition 
which h^d been given to the Boston port 
bill, and the bill to restrain the Trade of 
England, petitioners had been heard 
by their counsel at tlm bar of this house, 
and evidence examiiiea in support of their 
petitions, but that had not precluded the 
house from takings such other steps as 
were deemed expedVjnt to investigate the 
allegations of the petitioners. There were 
marly instances of the examination of wit¬ 


nesses upon petition^! at the bar of the 
house, but the later practice had ^een to 
examine witnesses at the bai* in a com- 
*»*'i«e€ of the ivhole house. As to the pro- 
ceedyj^ in a ()oramitt\ e ofi Trade, wht7i 
petitioners ii^esented tjk/^ selves to that 
house, and preyed to be ft’ard by their 
counsel, t^e practice was, if 

tjieir counsel to ^ss-examme^;as received, to adeede to the prayer.,of 

it, and Jbythb fiahit of the house, after 
hearings evidence, to peftnit the Counsefto 
sum up the wholk at the conclusion of me 
caser • The houee had then nflmy courses^ 
sjfxy one of ^ich if might 
quite impossible t^ujjtacpilfmittfie^ 
whole house diouM up by 



' ifiss's] Makh Pj, 

^viden<:e produce<{ in sbpjpiort of the wltcH ^ 
gatioQg of the petitions^ which ipigfat be 
erroneous^ partial)^ absurdj, or eren 
“• as might be proved by other evidepo^ I 
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on.,S!^S!tlajr^-with the view of theit bditg 
mado standing brders;-^©rdeved. 

OF fBEBon^^E.] » Lord 
Vi/le bM up the idea which of late 


i noble lords, viz. t] 
/ sure for procuring 


There were also many cases whaWeln the j been* frequently adveited tb by many 

JiPM^ without any claim mad^f . 

adverse party to be lu?^ 
thonght fKloj^ts satisfac^n*t( 
for further evtemcyf^aftcr the Petitii 
case had closed^ The Tobacco 
which had been reWred'to hj^he rt, hon* 
the chancellor of tl^ exckeouer^ was one\j^ 
of that description.\For, aiter.the peti* 


tioner and his counsel had cjosed the case 
and withdrawn, the house ordered other 
witnesses to attend, and the committeij^ 
sat again tp hear the evidence of these wit| 
nesses, and the house took other proceed- 


of taking some mea- * 

. more regular printing 
jof the journals of that house, together with 
fit Indexes to the same ; and concluded 
wirti-moving an instruction to that effect 
to the standing committee of the jourhStll^ 

^ Lord Hawktsbvry most checrfullyjcosl- 
curred in the mbrion of the noble ^ 

and promised every support on his part, 
jjd In that x>f hi^ colleagues, towards the 
cWfcplishment of so desirable an object. 

[Adeus in Council Bill.] The Or¬ 
ders m*Council bill was read a third time. 


ai 

l«ac< 


ings thereon. If any gentleman had and 1 Lord Grenville re-urged several of his 
doubts on the subject, he would do well^i^ form^fer arguments upon this subject, and 
consider that case. The case of the Shc^Tkiiontended that the evidence adduced in 

rrii. ^ _ ^ J* ^ _ ii _ _ 1 _ . ^ 1 _ 1 _ I _a. 


Tax bill was similar. The proceedings, 
therefore, had been hitherto all regular, 
and the next step would^ be to hear out 
the case of the petitionws, anfl the ob¬ 
servations of their counsel ‘ in summing, 
after which the house would ^ecide whe¬ 
ther it should order other Vimesses to at¬ 
tend, or whether other evident should be 
necessary. ' ^ ^ 

The house then fesolvcd itsefr into the 
committee, and proceeded with tb^ exa¬ 
mination of the remainiilg witnesses in 
support of the Petitions. Mr.i^Garland, 
Mr. Pollock, Mr. Mann, and Mr. Rath- 
bone were the witnesses examined. 
the examination was closed it yv^3 agreed 
by the gentlemen who conducted it on 
both sides, that progress should be report¬ 
ed, and that the committee should sit again 
on Tuesday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday,March * 

[Parents.] THb Earl of I^Ludcrdale 
presented three mptions^witlF respetJMw^ 
^Jf^plications for ^ntinunig the terms of 
Patents, dire^i^g that* notice dT every 
such applica^n should hC given in the 
6 weeks previous to the 
meeting of parliaments; that •no applies^ 
tion should oe received, dnL^s tb^ term of 
the pateift shouli be within two^ears of 
e:lpiring; and .that the person applying 
should bring proof that he was ^ith^r the 
mventor or the represhntatjjpg of the i«- 
i nven ti^ specified in tfie 
His IdrtStlipTmoved, that these 
motions should t)e taken ilito Consideratipii 


a other place had proved the injurious 
ects of the Orders •in Council, in the 
prSvention of the export of our manufac¬ 
tures to America for the purpose of thCir 
being exported to Europe, and in the de¬ 
tention of American vessels bound to Eif- 
rope, by which the remittances were to be 
procured, which were to pay for dur 
manufactures exported to America. 

» Lord Hawkesbury contended that the* 
Orders in Councij were calculated to be¬ 
nefit the trade of .th/;'country, and th^t 
iney tended to that object was the opinion 
of the greater part of the mcrchauts of 
London, and of the merchants of Liver¬ 
pool, even those of the latter wlio were 
engaged in the American trade; and if 
the manufacturers in Yorkshire, .or a'fty , 
oth^ piyt of the country, had sustained 
loss^ those losses were* not to be .attribut¬ 
ed to the Orders in Council, but to other 
causes. 

Earl Grty argued that the alsertioilF 
j^th respect to Jrhe benefit to be deriv^ 
/from the Orders in CouncU^ere ngt pfdv'- 
eik—^Thc ameneftnent w*as negativeth * ♦ 

A number of ckher amendments were 
subsequently move'd by lords Aucklaii 
and Grenville, chiefly those which were 
moved and /egaiived in the committee, 
A long conversation took place upon theu^, 
which fumed on the same poilLts thht 
formed the topics of discussion in the icoifi- 
mittec.» The amendments w^re all ne^- 
*tjived.—Upon the Clause for limifitig*the ' 
period for bringing actions againk those 
who lAay have acted under^thi Orders in 
Council, Lord Grenville moved an ^xtciv- 
%ion of the time mentioxied in the clause. 





as^iwm ihe^ri&di^SdUed it tw iiripolt 
sibJejth^t ^any Americatt who had rasson tSo 
complain coyid seek redress. Up^ this 
a dWidon took place^ For thh Amei&ment 
A; .against it 52. The bill was ♦then 
• read a third time and^ f^sed. . I 

{pROTSST AGAINST TiL OaDERS IN COUN*- 
ciL BitL.] The Protest against 

this Bill was entered upon tne Journals 
Dissentient; ist^ Because the Bill ap¬ 
pears to us to hare been passedLin 


mani> 


Jest violatiori of the letter and spirit of the j^occasion to;^alT the a^entiion of the house 
^tonfling Order of the house, No. 25. A:D/| to certaiifstatementsyhich appeared in the 


um 

i^idiig the execution in Scetbutd nf ceetmu 
warrants issued for oQencea committed in 
England; and for requinng oncers taking 
in the Icing's suit to assign the bail « 
8onds»tq^the king.^^Leave granted, 

[SuG^ Distillery Committee.] 

gave .notice, that hq,Y. wSl5/T"' 
^^dhy, more, wat the na^o of sojfte 
!^litional persons b» annpitfgia to the Su- 
Lr Distillery committeor 
Lord Binning thougjf^ it proper on this 


ITCSJ the maintenance of which Order 
is essential not only to the privileges of 
this house, but also to the Tondaij^^f^l, 
principles of the government. 2dl3j3e- 
cause, the unprecedented manner in which 
Commercial Regulations of the highest 
importance are in this bill coupled^ith 


public newspapers,* purporting that the 
Sugar Committed had come to a resolution 
to recommend the prohibition of the use 
of grain in distillation, and that the re¬ 
port would be made in a we‘ek. The 
pommittee had come to no resolution, rfor 
Quid it be presumed what resolution they 


matter of Aid and Supply, and the preci- r would qpme to. All he could say w’as, that 

— _.t-_ Tk-ii 1 I# j.e_ _: 


pitatidn with which the Bill has 15eeif*j 
flurried through thg house, when evidence 
is about to be heard as to the effect of the 
late Orders in Council, in furtherance of 
which the bill is passed, give to this mea¬ 
sure in our judgments a character which 
we are always unwilling to attach to any 
act of parliament. 3dly, Because, various 
Amendment proposed to be made to this 
^ Bill have been rejected, although the sam^ 
were obviously necessary to give effect to 
those very provisions \yt<ich the bill was 
intended to estaoti^, and to remove 
doubts admitted to exist as to the legal*! 
construction of some of its most important 
provisions. 4thly, Because, the object is 
to give eflect to the late Orders in Coun- 
cjl, which it declares to have been expe- 
‘ dieut aAd necessary. Whereas, we xon- 
ceiv.e them to hare been wholly ^just 
and unnecessary, and in the highest de¬ 
gree : injurious to the most* importatit in¬ 
terests*^^ the country. (Signed) Gren¬ 
ville, Ponsonby, (earl of Besborough), Nu- j 
gent, {Buckingham) St'John, Spencer^ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Mondayi A/arcA 28. 
[j^iNUTES.] Mr. Mddulph, the.#chair 
%airdoN, (earl*^ .MoiraA Erskine, Essex, Lnmn:^of Vhe commiued appointed to take 

^_ T J1 J 1 TV t t* 't * I _ * 1 * , • I _ ‘ 


Crey, Lauderdale, Ponsonby, (of Immo- 
hilly) Vassall HoBundf Jersey, Clifton, 
(eatf of Darniey,) Auckland.''^* 

HOUSE or coMM^?it^ 

' ^ ' Merck 25. 

• [1ndictm|KT Bill.] The Attorney Gc- 
^ neral moved*^'^ That leave be gwen to, 
bring in a Bill for amending the Taw with 
p totpe course of proceeding on In- 
Ibhts. and Inlbtmatidm in the court of 
It Boch in certam cam^ for autho<*« 



tfie committee was pursuing the investi¬ 
gation of the subject with the diligence 
which the importance of the subject re¬ 
quired, aad the.* fidelity that the trust re¬ 
posed by the house demanded. lie could 
not say at what time the Report would be 
made, thou^^i ihe cofminttee, for its own 
sake, ivoul^ be anxious to terminate its 
siftings^MT soon as ^possible. He thought 
it right TOsay thus much, in order to cor¬ 
rect any false or premature statements 
that mfght have.gone abroad. 

The ,i^aker informed the noble lord, 
that it would be his duty to apply to that 
hou^e for summary redress against any 
pcs^sons tJiat should again so violate their 
privileges. • 

Lord Bmiing pledged himself to the 
house, that if such a circumstance should 
again occur, he woiild bring it forthwith 
before the house. 


Petition complair^r 
1 Kr t ii 


into consideratioif^the 
ing of undue^iseturp the borough of 
Penrhyn, repf^ted, that ftik sitting mem¬ 
ber, Charles l^mon, esq. w 2 uXbd|j^elected, 
^d that tlie^aW petihon was frivolSKl^'uiKl" 
^xatious.—Mr. M. Pitt, the chairman of 
the comihittee'appointec^^to take into con- 
siderati(5h the Petition complainmg of 
undue feturn for the broflier g£ Stilling, 
reported tliaf A. Campbell, esq. the sitting 
member, wa?^duly elected md 
said' petition did no^apilgar to them ^ 
frjvolous or Texai;iotji6. 

V * 


ne sitting 
lem 



I2S73’ PABL fig^g 

[lRt«H Ejc#itEfiSBs.] JPAnv^/ made |Vart of thie sitb^e^ tt^^appeared (o bat, >. 
hi* motioa mf this subject. . During the I that although one.setaf pap^ could oidy^-", 
last floor years above 25,000L had been be sent (»o ^ne place^ ^ujd be an easVv :> 
paid by tlie Post Masters General of Grea^^ matter to let the di0erent eoitors ha4^^ 
Ih'itaiu^ towards the establishment of Go^ access id them. He agam insisted stronpK' 
vei’nipent Expresses from London t^Dub* ly on the injurious efiects which the ♦ 
iliftV^^fth-imtparliamc authorit y He ^nt system of pfartility must necessarily 
wkhed to B^w, therefcafe, under produce* both on thi individuals itnmedi-* 

thority that been paid. He wisbe^4 valfely aftectedjan^ qu the Irish pubiid^ ajfc i, 

also to obtain inirai^ation respectii^ the^ larg^—The motion was then agreed'4d« 
steps intenc^ed to be mken ibr the improve- ^as were al^ two subsequent motions by < 
merit of the regnlaA conimufftjsrtion by V^e same hou-gent, for an Account of any ' 
mails and packets biS^een Londbn and ^ smns’which had Iseen repaid to the tfost ^ 
^Hqblin. He repeatea the statements Master General* and by what authorilyT* 
which he made on a former night, respect- and fcf an Account of the Expence of 
irig the exclusive communications which ^ Kjesserfgers from 1801 to 1808. 
had been made by the Irish, govern-’ *[Ai®rian Mediation.] Mr. Whii^ ' 
inent to the •editor of a Dublin newspaper, ' bread rose to ask a question he had once 
by vt hich he w'^as enabled to anticipate his |befo/e put to the right hon. secretary, and 
contemporaries; and contended that such«o wl^h, if he un&rstood it well,,he had 
practice must inevitably ruin the othej Irish ‘^ceived an answer in the negative, 

papers, and materially .injure the liberty of Question was if no commoniedition 

the press, lie trusted, therefore, to the hackpassed between the^ court of Vienna 
candour and liberality of the hon. bart. that and this (Country* from April to Oct. last ? . 
he w ould abandon this obnoxious practice. Since he had received tiie answer to which 
He moved. That there be laid before the he alluded, the Declaration had appeared, 
house, a return, showing by what authori- and it aflbrded information, that in July , 
ty the Past-Master General •f treat Bri- certain propositions Bad been submitted to 
tain had paid the sum of 23,09'\ for Go- this country from the court of Vienna; 
vernment Expresses between Loi^on and and thaf an answer to them had been 
Dublin, from tlie 1st ©f Jan. ISOVto the refnrned from this country, which he ^ 
1st of Jan. 1808. (j\fr. W.) should suppose must have gone 

Sir J. Wellesley had no objection ^hat- through the hands of the ifght hon. secre-« 
ever to the moiion. As to the comnmni- tary. He now w ished to ask that right 
cations wliich had been made by tne h-ish ho^i. gent, if he had any recollection of 
government to the editor of a Dubdn ne\')^ such intennediat© communication; or/if he 
[laper, they had been made, because w'h^« was to understand that the assertion in the 
an express did arrive, it was deemed ex- Austrian Declaration was false ? He had • 
pedieiitiiot to withhold from the Irish pub- two other questions to put to a noble lord, . 
lie the intelligence brought by it: they whom he now saw in the bouse (lord G. L. ') 
had been made to the editor of that paper, Govyery; first, if the expression statdd oh 
because it was the only daily evening pa- a'formet night, to have, been «sed to him, ^ 
per published in Dublin ; and they Imd ^ il faut pour le mbment menager PAnglc- : 
been made to him alone, because H was ter re,'had been communicated to ^pinis* ’ 
not practicable to send one set of papers to iters at home, in any of his dispatches v 
more than one place.] He repeated tl\it tfyjr^time ? The otfter, if he |jelieved"Hhat 1 
the paper in questioiywas by no jmdans^t^ ^Jllich letter or othei^communfcation 
theinterest of govermnent,'but was totalljT 'cxjsfence, that he >^uld favour him with ‘ 
unconnected vviPh j,t: ^WitslTfegard^ the the date of it, as it'w^aslMS (Mr, W/s) in-^ ^ 
information resp<3f(:fing tlie imfyrovemeiit of tention to ri^vc for it, that it might be ^ 
the ordinary w^rcourse betwWn the two seen who the person was who used'that 
cStiwWf^^’thc subject h'acj eng&^d the so- ^ ^expression } i 

rious attention of Government, w ho had Mr. Se^^eJWry Ca/tnmg said he could only 
for'apnie t^e beeg concertiHg me'^ures repeat, that as to the best of his recoilec* 
witUthe Post-master General for tne at- tion, no communication on the,point• 
tainmeflt of ddsirable an objt-ct. ,Jlc ludjid to by the hon. gent, had faken place, 
trusted therefore, that thcjion, g^nt. w^ouid He did not sajr, that no ccfmraTanicatmn 
not pr^^s motion on that spk^ct. ’ had passed within the period alluded to ; 

" just but certainly nothihg like that stated by 

by the^hotk b&t. I On the other ths horn member^ As to the questioiis . 

• 
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put to hi* noble friendi he eo^ld which he had allud^d^ e:)£[CCpt merely to 

Aay> thsitifin his place, he shoald\iot feel lay in hi$ own claim to consistency in 
Iritis duty to give any fasrth^i* expkna- feeling'his Conviction of the pi^bpriety of 
t ha n that given on a fermer night, as'«<^he measure in'no respect shaken. Wha^t 
IHp (dm person by whom the expression ^ lie m^nt now to do, was to confine him- . 
used. " ’ . self ^ the financial view of the subject^ 

: Lord (?. L. Gowerhaiid,' the expressioij^ an^j^the giving time to th^ 
had been communicsKcd by him to somti |pffepd?t what oi&ees should!^ abolished, 
person in this country, he (»eUeved, ift'ai-pnd what reformed, Jefeiwf^ additional 
* private letter. * , , Igranf* in reversion made. Another 

Mr. Whitbread gave notice that he \ inducement which lyf had to# proceed in 
should move for this communjcation, wit|^ this shap^^'as, thavit appeared to have 
^ the date of which he hoped the nobfe been tWe opinion ^ persons in the other 
^ favour diim, on the first open day. house, that ^such an alteration would have 

[Offices in Reversion Bill.I Mr. been advisable. He was at all times 
Bankes rose to move for le^e to jJUfe [n ^ averse from agitating any question which 
a bill to prevent, for a time to be pmited, might create differences of opinion between 
the granting of Office* in ReveAion, or the two branches of the legislature ^ he 
for joint lives, with the benefit of survivor -1 would be willing even to sacrifice some- 
ifkip. ywo principal -reasons had^rigi J ^bing, on such an occasion, to prejudice, 
naily actuated the committee of which hf where it was not connected with any gc- 
ba^he honour to be chairman, in rfecqm- * neral question. Harmony was peculiarly 
mending a bill of, this kind to the ccAisi- desirable at the present moment; and he 
deration of the house. -The fii*St was an hoped, that limiting the duration of the 
([pinion that there was no utility in grant- bill to such a jieriod as would enable the 
ing Offices in Reversion, but that it would committee 'to make their report, would 
, be of infinitely greater advantage, both to have the effect of removing every objec- 
the persons perform’ing services lo the tion whi^ had been urged to it in another 
state and also to the government itself, place, /s to the question of prerogative, 
that an opportunity should be afforded,^at he begffed to express every respect and 
the time a vacancy happened, of consider- regardVor the feelings of the executive 
ing who was be.st qualified to supply it, government ; but, at the same time, he 
•than that it should be chsposed of long be- could not cai-jy his deference for it so far, 
fore there was any prospect of a vacanty, as tA Relieve that any office in a free 
thereby affording an opportunity to those constitution could be established, but on 
in power at the time, of bestowing such ^(^fcount of the public service ; and if, 
offices on persons not meriting by their ser- •from accident, or change of circumstances, 

, vices any mark of public favour. The offices of duty became offices of sinecure, 

^ other was a consideration merely financial; so that the establishment of other offices 
it appearing to the committee to be ad- of duty became ijecessary, he coi^ld not 
viaabfe that the power of granting Offices agree that these useless sinecure offices 
in ReversioiFshoulclbe suspended, till they ought, on that account, to he retained. 

It was but fair that the public should be 
assured that the money drawn from them 
was not lavishly expended in sinecure- 
places, and it would be a satisfection to 
«them to •understands that those places of 
duty which vrpre retained, were far f%?m 
beings overpaid*. It ’^s 4hiefly sinecui-e 
offices whjl^ were gra^d in reversion. 

It was therefore tt|ie mor^^wgnae ^rv that 
^the granting* of them should be suspiSSBed, 
at least fbr such a period as would en&h^e 
the c^^mitie^ to makt their Report. • He , 
concluded by moving for leave to W'ing , 
in lha bill for a time to be limited. * 

The Ch9ig^lUfr*6f the Exckeqttef, though 
•he had no cfisjection whatever 
tion of his hon. fl^ndpthought it Ifui^dh- 
did to state that/in all probtibifiRty 


sbQuM have concluded ‘their inquiries as 
to wl^ offices were fit to be abolished, 
and what be reformed. In what he* 
^ould state^ to-day, h% begged it to*^e 
mbdentood# that he dki not depart from 
any thing ^ said^hen he nrst iniro- 
d4R[^ this measupe ; ne trusted the house 
would be actuated* by similaafsentiments, 
^id would not so suddenly and lightly de¬ 
part from what, in a forifier parliament, 
they bad resolved unanimouslyC-and in the 
last s(Mi present parliament had passed, 

* though nqt imaidmNwIy, yet nearly so. 
fife was one^of those persons who wished 
t^ dovoR the good^he could, where he was 
to do aU the good he wished, 
^j^lwefere, he should ftottp-day give any 
the firsi of tihe iwt^ pomtsdo 
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he should fe^l it to bo his duty to propose aholittojo^ or my ^iteration that his im* 
several amendments to the bill in its pro- jesty, WiA the advice of parliament, mighi 
gross thrimgh the house. He agreed fully think proper to make in it. These pro* 
^itb the non. genu as to the e:Kpedieiicy^ rposUions would, in his opinion* meet the 
of preserving a good understanding be^ * views of his hon. friend, and might at the 
tween the two houses of parliamenv; and same time relieve the bili#from the dan* » 
although he allowed tb&Hthese |er which had fihb^to been so fatal to it. 
were obj^^S of such importance, tkSlrstf^ With respect to th^ pensions rnendohed 
the risque o)H4\^ach ought to be incmrA ^by his horv fnend, it would be found oni ^ 
red rather than tnfc^hould be abandonedi exar^inatioa, that they were chiefly in 
yet as he had alwap considered the pre- ithe revenue^ departments, granted to > per* 
sent measure as of nk very grtijt. import- ^ons grown .old in the exercise of their 
anqe, and had alway^so expre*ssed him- oSIckd duties. He was convinced ^ 
self upon it, he would* rather oppose its they were of a description which 'i£e 
production than admit it, wefe he appre- house would never wish tcTabolish; but this 
hensive that such an unpleasant coiise- sub)s;q^ould hiore properly come belbre 
\|ucnce w ould ensue. But it was proba-' tfiem the report of the Financial 

ble the bilKnight be sq framed as to an- Commmee.had been presented, 
sweflr all the chief objects of the persons . Hon. J. fV. Wan'd, after having sla- 

most attached to the measure, and at the* Ited the benefits which the adoption of 
same time be exempted from opposition ^^is,measure would aflbrd, observed, that 
elsewhere. It was in that view he meant' tilfc principal cause of his regret its 
to recommend his amendments. His hon. having been lost in the other house was, 
friend had stated, and he wished it could that it showed that that branch of the le- 
have been stated more regularly, that an gislature was not disposed to assist the 
amendment to the last bill nad been, pro- house of commons in redeeming the pledge 
posed in the committee of the house of which they had a few years ago given the • 
lords, by which amenlliflent»h\ meant to people to enquire into and,to reform pub*' 
be regulated in the constructi^ of the lie abuses. That their lordships had been 
present bill. Now, as ,that an^dment actuated*by the sincerest wishes tor the- 
had been negatived,,to proceed !upon it public advantage, he would not deny; but 
in the formation of the present bill, ap- he certainly did not think that thewdsdoni 
peartd to him lobe the sure waydfin- of their decision corresplmded with the* 
curring the evil wdiich it was so d^re- purity of their motives. He was ready 
able to avoid. One of the great^^ob^c- fah ly to own, that he did not look upon 
tions also that had been made to the economy as a means of considerably al* 
in another place, was that it destroyed leviating the public burthens. But al* 
prerogative of the crown, without such a though it would not do so much as some • 
previous enquiry into a demonstration of expected, and as all wished, it would be . 
abuse, as would warrant parliament in consoling for the house^to reflect, that 
their fhterfcrcnce. That objection, in its under the 'present circumstances oT the 
degree, must apply to the bill as it was country; when the people weretoalled upon 
proposed to be introduced by his hon. for such extraordinary sacrifices, evety 
friend. There w’ere two great objects thing had been done by the legislati|pe to 
which the house had in view in this mea- prevent an unnecessary aggravation of 
sure; tht*.first w^as to Jibviate improvidept th^ir hardships. ^Therc cxj^ted in *thei 
grants, by attaching ^mediate instoaiof. cduntry a description of peifems 
rcnyite responsibility! to the^acfviseto of ing-^ith the weakn^ ot the country—^ 
i-auiie grants, ^o remedy•tTbs, he ^lould persons unconnect’ea wifh any party iu 
propose a clau?;e, by whicjn* no grant parliament, lint w^hbse great object was to 
should be considered valid until it had decry parliament altogether. The lead* 
‘*^lNMi?‘*jpui5licly arinoun^e^ in‘tl^p-London ^ers taught, and the followers believedj' ' 
Gaaotte. The other great .object w^hich that parliament disregarded the intemfljfk 
the*l^ouse had in view was, th’dt the^ex- of their constituents. This was a ^ 

pecUtions m any reform or fetrencl&ent daily augiijenting; the only way.of 
resulting frora^the report of the Connsait- ing^t was, by a conduct raai%hOnld 
tee of Finance should not be disappoint- only be free from guilt; but afco froe 
^d. F^^his purpose, it wa^Ms*intention ^suspicioni; by adopting that 

that for ^Jimited period, every should show uiiequii^cally 4is|>osHkint * 

^^ymsiomvy grant should ^e subject to of tparlisHaaent to cori^CI abuses 





^%ii to nbfltice the ptibUc exftfeiHfHtii^. 
'pot il^ purpose it ^as niokt de^itiiiibte> 


minlil^nl^ ^d was surn^ised 
Vtoiti ho ailhded (lookitig 

should be I toM potoMy ^ far demem th^iikos as 


ihi^ the priucipte of this bill should 

If^kiognizedr by parliament. It ^dOld in->{^o submit so completely to thislndtiOvides 
be roost unfortuiiatei if tfco great Hbr H ^peered froih the paper iu his hand 


iiristocracy—if the hereditary cotTOseliors 
' pf the king were so li^K^tsled^ as to 
.; We to make this recognition. Thkt mis¬ 
fortune would be macro enCTe^dd, if ccv- 
' tain illustrious persoaageSi to whose splen* 
dour^the house of common^ had lately 
contribuieH so largely, shpuld* be 
misguided as to take part against amt 
not directed a^inst the pieroga- 
tive of the crdwnj, but simply Aaving 
in view the methodising—'the regojaliing, 
and, if possible, the diminution of the pub¬ 
lic expenditure. It had been supposed, 
that because the bill had not much irttrin- 


:tract from the Lords' Journals], tl^t 
dsterswere not the confidefebSMdri^^ 
Of the crown. Amonj/^0' many 
ig objections to the-gjasoent ministers as 
[a hod^, there was thitwious one, that they 
had contributed in almost an unprecedent¬ 
ed degTeef*to the iiySrease of ike power of 
the secs*el faction;/and they now reaped 
the fruits of their conduct in the degrada¬ 
tion of offide. He was no friend to the 
present administration ; but such as it was, 
while it did last, he Wished it to be invested 
with the power which belonged lo it, and 
that it should not be degraded by avub- 


sic importance attached to it, the public^ jection* to court influence. He cordially 
was but little interested in its fate.’'\Tlun supported the motion ; if he had aiw ob- 
COiftrary was the case. This circunfttard^ j jection to the proposition of his hon. friend, 
rendered the rejection of it more odious, 
as it shewed that it was the principle which 
wTis rejected. We bad witnessed prodi¬ 
gious revolutions in the state of empires; 

, sotn^ monarchies had been totally uproot¬ 
ed; others'had been*sbaken to their cen¬ 
tres. * He wished that those per-ions who 
were moat deeply interested, would exa¬ 
mine the history of these awful chants. 

They would find that they had been uni- 
• formly precedell by aatrong desire in the 
people for reformation and retrenchment, 
and by a stubborn, proud, obstinate reso¬ 
lution, in the princes and nobles of the 
land, to resist that desire. He anxiously 
hoped and sincerely prayed, that this 
^ country was far from being placed in such 
circiun^mnces ; ^ but he must say, that if 
any troe line of conduct was more favour¬ 
able than another Jo the views of those who 
the advocates of devolution, it wa& 
pre4d{tely that line of conduct which had 
lately been adopted by the upper house o£ 
parlialment^ Adverting to the objections 
|o the bill, Which had«so suddenly flashed 
' lijfipn ihe mind of th^ght hon, genD-op- 
flpOftlte, he observed tnai this circumstance 
" fuggested to his mind very f^ious reflec¬ 
tions on the nature of the influence under 
j^hipl^ that right hon,. gent and his coad-J 
juto^adted-^-an influence as destructive^ 

^eir own dignity, as it was to the inte¬ 
rests of tlifjij^ple, They were ministers, 
and jrn mimsteis; they were subject to.be 
hwavfed' b^ a jjecr^t but irre.sponsible 
?vci% J They hidlthe/tiUe without hav- 
(th%privileges df bffice. Hetn^dfessed 


it was, that he did not submit the bill in a 
shape as nearly resembling the former one 
as was compaMble with the rules of parlia¬ 
ment. • 

The Chancellor qftfie Exchequer in expla¬ 
nation refloated, thftt in his opinion—an 
opinion /liich he bad before expressed in 
the houjjfe, the measure was not of conside¬ 
rable importance. The amendments which 
he had described he should propose to the 
hou'l^ for the express purpose of endea- 
to cany into effect more securely 
th^objfects in view. 

I jMr, W, Dundas professed to entertain 
l»<ne highest respect for the Committee of 
Finance, but he could not help thinking, 
that the rights of the crown ought to be 
held equally sacred with the rights of the 
people, and that *by sanctioning a'bill of 
the nature of that now moved for, these 
rights would be essentially invaded, for 
the circumstance of its operation being 
restricted to limited time, did not at ail 
change the obuoxiolis nature of its princi- 
. pliL • Whether it \\as to be of perpetual 
or temporary duration, it was eqiyilly 
an injringeiMot of the legitimate righft hi 
the crowni*^ The hon. gent, who had sup¬ 
ported the measure, talked as if he had 
been arrs^gfiing tKu other house 
meitt in rejecfjng the former bill for sanc- 
tionirfg s role enormous abusei or for gpilrp- 
ing Sbme prerogutive which dia not belong " 
toJt; w'hereas no abuse Jiad efer been ^ 
proved to exist, ;ind the house of lordvS had 
perely e 7 ^b«;Qi:&ed a right which vested 
in it i)y the conulittjjjfin. Ho i4 as 


for Im $ 0^6 of J;he f hts opinion, tjiatlh^iii, eithot’m itsiJbr* 
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m<jr -^shape> or that in which it was 'no\v ofn^s in reveitsioif, certainly, therefore, 
proposed to frame it, would not tend fd j^^ht *10 be subject to their contVbul* 
reUev'e the burthens of thfr people in the Kor did he really think that the danger 
.slightest degree. No person had a righty-^hich the* right hon. gent, seamed to ap- 
to call in question the motives by prehei^ was seriously to be dreaded; tor 

any ^member in that house was inlluenced he wa» convinced, that it tRat house acted 
ijL his parliamentary conduct; br»lhe de- j'yith spirit iin(jL|Vig®ur, the house of lords 
dared, uoT>a his honour, that lA?^iiteted ^vvould see ilii pr?jpriety of concurring 
most conscientiously in opposing a measure, jv ith them i|i any measure which might 
the tendency ol ^idiich was to take frojji*^ conduce public economy. He was 
the power of the crown, ^vhen it was uo^ willing to give the right hon. gent, credit 
shewn that in any one.instanoe that powoi^ I'or his^assertion, when lie said, that he did 
hid been abused. \ • , .pot mean fo thwart the oliiect of the bill; 


Mr Poniionhy made an apology for troub¬ 
ling the h(>use, sifier the m»st uclmirable 
speech which had been made by liis hon. 
friend (Mr. Ward), but after what had fallen 
from the hi)u. gent, who had just sat clown, 
hctcould not refrain from making a very 
few observations. 'I’lie hon, gent, had talked 
as it the prerogative of the crown 
something independent in its owif natur(>, 
and granted entirely fur the sake of the 
reigning prince, without any reference 
whatever to the commuiiity over which 
he reigns. The hon. gent? also contended, 
that no abuse of this part o^^the preroga¬ 
tive had liecn proved. • Mi^. lUpnsonby ad¬ 
mitted that the Committee of^nance had 
not entered into any details of '^uses flow - 
ing from the exercise bf this piVrogative, 
but he appealed to the understai%liug and 
inforinati(»n of every jierson heard 

him, whether any part of the royaljirero- 
gative had been more abused tlmjR’Sliat of 
granting oOlces in revcM'siun. ThtVion. 
gent, had reprobated the <loctrine, tlit^lie 
liouse of commons was eiitillod to interfere 
with the prerogative of the crowm, as a doc¬ 
trine wdiicli, if once admitted, would re- 
dtuic the constitution* of the country to a 
mere shadow and ])retence. Parliament 
had often interfered, and he hoped that 
jnuliainent would continue to interfere 
w ith this prerogative, as often as the occa¬ 
sion called for it, mid that it would al* 
ways take care thay the royal pr^irogulive 
was exercised for tne good (^thejiCopje. 
'Mr. Ponsonby admitted-i, ?lS wIls 
considerable weighli in wliat^tho4;liancel- 
lor of the exchequer had saUl, of the pro- 
^ipxyjjgiiof guarding against any thing which 
iljight tend to create •a serioRs’ misundojr- 
standing between the two Uraneb^s of the 
l^islatUle. BuPhe reminded tl^ house, 
that^hey were Uie constitutional guardians 
of the pubMc purse, and that in thJi’capa¬ 
city it was peculiarly’theij^uty to watch 
"every thing conne^ti^fwTth the public 
e^enditure, powj^r of granting of 


at tue same timfs be could not 
pressing his u[)uiion, that tlic suggestions 
oli^tho riglit bon. gent, if acted upon, were 
^ealculated to produce very bad ellccts. 
That "^clause w hic h ihe right hon. gent, 
meant to propose, providing that no oflice 
should be granted in reversion without 
no^ce thereof being given in tli^ Gazette, 
serve no good purpose wba^e^’^e^. 
l^)r, if it was meant to give parliament au 
opporUviity of .interlei»ing, any ministry 
lur'lhe lime being could easily- prevent 
this interferefice by giving this notice at 
the conclusion of a session of parliament, 
or in the inteival a prorogation. As to 
the motion immediately before the house, 
he ceiiAainly did nut object to it, though 
]ie divl nut thluk th.w it wamt far enough. 

however, the house did nut do all the , 
good that il ouglu to d«, it wHiuld to liini 
i^e some cunsolai.ion if it did all the giMfll 
^vhich il could dt) ; ami he hiqied that 
theie would he the same unanimity now 
in agreeing to a bill fgr a limited time, 
as had hww formerly manifested in 
passing a hill fur an unlimited jieriod.* 
lie was hapi^y, also, tlial the clvmcelloc 
of the exchefjucr had artiiounced hjs inten¬ 
tion qf jjrujjusing certahi clauses to be in- 
trpduciA! into f]ie bil^, w'ere*it for no other 
reason tli.m that these clauses w'ould ena¬ 
ble the house and the country to foj^ some 
notion of wdiat lyally were the sentimenU 
of his majesty's ministers upon the subject, 
^ w hich they w^-.rc now completefy ig«o- 
l^mt. From wh^ had fallen from the 
right bon. gent, in ^he progress of the 
former fml, it might have been inferred 
that ministers were favourable to‘it but 
from the minutes of what had passed in 
the hf>use of 'lords, a dilferent conclgi^ion 
mi^ht fairly be drawn. ’ 

Mr. thought thjtithe pro^^ed- 

’ings of the house of lords;jpou tire foiyaiei 
bill, went upon a principle wRTch w'as uu 
favputable to aH reform ; auA the iplausc# 
which the chancellor of the exchequer hac 

^ 4 ‘ V - • ' . 



• thi» evening ai)nound«4 his 1ntenti<^'^«f j now to ejqpress any opinion, 
|(l 0 po$ihg, would hot; in his opinion, t<^j the" clauses, which it was the ii 
ifi t[|i^ sniill^st degree to remove the oii- 
jejptjbna of;; those who had disapproved of 
former bill, on the ground of^^ts in- 
the royal prerogative, v The 
lj5iahtum of good to bt obtained from 4he^| 
bin hiad also been mucl too\ightly spoken 
tf. When it appeared that pertain pei\; 
sons possessed Offices in Reverston to the 
value of 20,00dL a year, it would noV be 


' H2M 

respecting 
intention of 

the chancfiljor of the excheouer to propose, 
they were consistent with the object d£, 
l^e bill, they should have his support, and 
if thev ^'ere inconsistent with this object, 
he sholfd vote against them, ; 

Sifm"? Salusbury said that the* bill should 
have his warm support. 

Lqr(| Porditster cwitended, that the 
pauses which th^^ chancellor of the exche- 
easy to convince the people, biirthened as L<iuer liad intimatecj» his jiitentifia of pro- 
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they were with taxation, that fevery tlj|ing»' 
tiJwuU>een done which ought to be done in 
the way of economy. From the habits of 
some gentlemen, it was difficult for thwii 
to form an adequate idea of the sufferings 
of the people from the necessary, taxes 
lijat they were obliged to pay. But if 
they had been accustomed to witness the 14U1 


distress of poor people, whom he had Jiad J^ie agree^ w ith those, w ho thought that 
octagon to see appealing against the„j>K)y^ the object of the bill was so unimpor- 


perty tax, he did not believe that tlyy 
could have manifested so much aversion to 
a measure, the economical results of which, 
though they might not be vfery considera¬ 
ble in their amount, would tend at least to 
^alleviate the pressure of these burthens in 
thq minds of those who were subjected to 
them. Not the least recommendetion of 
die present measure to him w'as, that it 
ivas the commencement of a system of rtf- 
ibrm, which inigl|t be pursued to a much 
{greater extent than many gentlemen seerp- 
^ to be properly aware of; and as a proerf* 
of what might be expected from it, he 
quoted the advantage which the public 
kad already derived from the inquiry of 
*thq finance committee into the alhurs of 
ihe Bank, by which taxes were spared to 
the aiqonnt of 200,0001. a yearj though 
he conceived that*that was not rnor^ than, 
one half of tbe benefit which, under all 
die circumstances, might have been fairly 
expedted. 

Mr. Hawhif^ Brawny eonsideied the 
preseht Bill to,be valuable as constitutiug 
b part •of a general ])lan*of reform, whi^.h 
^ hoped would be purifiied with zeal and 
^(^stancy. He'had seeii whatjhe peojile 
from the burthens or necessary 
^^Ufidn, and while he lamented and syni- 
paj^sed wkh these sufferings, he had had 
pleasure in witnessing the patience 
. >ritk which they were supported. It w as 
ipost desirably, npw^ever, that bodi houses 
i^l^parliament should concur, for without an 
“ -p^eeuiientol* the two branches of the legist 
'd|e, ^^plan, jiowfevej beneficial, could 
Effect. He (lid not mean 


posing woAld go completely to defeat the 
object of the bill; but as they were not 
before the house, he declined entering into 
a particular discussion of their merits. He 
deprecated the idea of the h<»use of com¬ 
mons being deterred from doing its duty, 
from an apprehension of displeasing ihe 
ipther house of parliament. Neither could 


tant as had been represented, when it was 
recollected, that the late chancellor of the 
exchequer for Jreland liad stated that it 
w^as imj)Ossil^le*to carry some measures of 
reform in thiit country into clFect, from the 
circumstan^ qf soind improvident grants 
having be^ made of Offices in Reversion. 

He thougj^ also, tliat it would be much 
better foTthe house directly to negative 
the pres/.ht measure, than to render its 
operationfi ineffectual by indirect means. 

Mrf^iankes, in reply, expressed a hope 
that ^eV’hancellor of the exchequer would 
givw sufficient notice of the precise na- 
ty|t? of the clauses which he meant to pro¬ 
pose, and also of the time when he meant 
to })n>pose them. As far as he now' under¬ 
stood them, he was of opinion that their 
tendency went completely to disappoint 
the object which he had in view in moving 
for ^the bill.—Leave was then given to 
bring in the bill. 

[Lotteries.] Mr. Scroop Bernard, pur¬ 
suant to notice, moved, 'I'hat a committee 
be Appointed to inqiqrft how far the evils 
ii tending T^t^^eries have remedied by 
l(iic laws' ‘respecliniljathe same, and'^' 

to repeJ^v their otserVUtioiis therc^on to the 
house, together with such further mea¬ 
sures as be nc<?cssary for reii w^tt a in ijg,,^ 
tfie same.'' * The If on. gent, prefacetl his 
motion »by several observations, which, 
from the low tone in wBich the^J^were de¬ 
livered, we feel it impossible to detail. 
The general purport of them ^’as, to show 
tfie loss siiafimed by the public from the 
present mode cjpntracting for Lotte^^esi^ 

and, the urtifice^ used ^ii^ duce the lowijr 
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classics ff the people tb alventtire in th^ iifj^rsuaace of tlfe notice I have pieri- 
_saine, to the great injury and impoverish- given, I now rise to submit to thi# 

ment of their families. He quoted a pas- house certain Resolutions upon the general 
sage from a statute, which stated Lotteries jpolicy s>f those measures whfch his mar 
to be public nuisances, and agreed that* jesty*^ministers have thought proper to 
the evil had of late risen to such a^ieight, carrynnto exyution against the rights of 
a^stocall foi;the interferenceof the* ;fegisla- .ncfftral and ^j^epdhdent states* In dls- 
ture. The contractors, however, were not bussing this mWentous subject, both as to 
so much to blame ;^as, by purchasing the tlie appli9itK>n and effect of the measures 
Lotteries, at a rate so much highsr thasi * adopted, I can safely assume, that und^t 
the real v;;ilue of the tickets, they were^ the designation of neutral countries, Ame- 
constrained to use the Ineans thpy resorted^ rica stands,the most prominent^ if not the 
to for the purpose of bringing themselves only Ration agaivst which the immediate 
home again without injury; and if, from operation of the Orders in»Council 
the report of the committee which he pro- reeled. In the^ many debates to which 
posed slioiild be appointed, it should be thVse Oiders*have given birth, it has bec 4 
thought desirJrble that the present mode of argued with considerable force by my 
carrying on Lotteries should be discoii- noble friends near me, that the system 
tinued, he was of opinion that such persons pursued by the king’s ministers, since the 
as had embarked property in suchspecula- 11 th of Nov. las^ was not only incompa- 
tioiis should be saved harmless. • , with that public law which* hithejto 

The Chanedior of the Exchequer did nof Tegiriated the conduct of civilised nation* * 
mean to oppose the motion, though, at iii«thcir intercourse with each other, but 
the same time, he w^as not prepared to say was alsorrepugnant to tlic municipal enact- 
that if it was the object ( 4 ’ the hon. gent, ments of this country. Upon this part of 
to abolish the present systen>|)f Lotteries, the subject it is not now my intention t 0 
by which the j)ublic gained ti the amount enlarge, for, allowing that to be true w^hich 
of 5 or 600 , 000 /. annually, he'should con- I do not feel, namely, that the Orders in 
sent to any such proposition. Vrhere had Council were justified by the law of na- 
been many remedies provided \y statute lions; itllowing that in place of being hos- 
fur evils arising from Lotteriel and as l^le to the spirit and letter of ^ur munici- 
he could not say that others miglunot also pal code, they were to be defended by the • 
be tlevised, he should agre^ to tif^^otion provisions of positive statutes; still I coi^- 
of the hon. gent, for a committed® (*n- t»nd, that under the present circumstances 
quire. As to the statute which mu^een of the world, and with a view to the na- 
quoted by the hon. gent., he had on\ to ture of the relations existing between 
observe, that it had been passed for alKimh-' this country and the U. States of America, 
ing unlicensed Lotteries, and did not at all and, above all, as I reflect upon the dan-^ 
apply to those Lotteries which were every gerous consequences to which they will* 
year ^sanctioned by a© act of the legisla- probably lead, still I contend, that upoft • ' 
ture, and the evils of which even liad been their policy alone his majesty h»S bee» 
aggravated, of late years, by the practice •advised to adopt a course gf proceeding 
of grunting private lotteries by act of par- vitally injurious to tKe best and most es- 
(iament, muc^h to the prejudice of the pub- sential interests of O. Britain. It is vritii 
lie lotteries. If the object of the hon. genU such an impression that I have it a , 
was to -reduce the price of tickets to^ the most pressing duly to call upon this bouse, 
actual value, as that would interfere wi^ to interpose. I qpll upon*it to record iti f 
the source of public profitupoif L^^tteriel dariiberate opinion^pon the ruinotis im^ 
he could not Agree to hisrpToj|o*aL thou^ licy of the conduct piirsiped by his ,, 

he shouldbedispose(ltoasseiitoan3j^ro* jesty’s nipistersw Past experience j 

position, which would be calculated to di- proved, that such an interference .on th 4 ; 
“ihiiflSh^the evils ariSiin^g frbi]j 'insurance, part of the parliament of this counbfy 
w.ftich had always been the source of thfe has heretofore stopped the career of 
greatest lUischiet*—The Ctframiftee was dicious^violence, and preserved th 0 coi» ; 
thdn appointed. ^ try the difficulties and dangers, wmba 

• ^ * . . ^he confinuance in a course of policy ^'2 * 

HOUSE OF .LORDS. milar to this must have inevit^lUjnijtmted.^ 

Tuesday, Marchs^ • We have not yet, fortunately, somr^m- 

• [Orders in Coi^^jciu sw^wnected with ceedcff in this palh of impropn^iy, as 

America.] lAxdm H 6 UM. My loids; of the power of retracting 



lim^Orders'wCotaUnl,- 
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, o^r!«t9|ts.' We have n^ plunged 
into sea of troubles, that we may 
y^t abl^ to regain our covrse. 

l:iot yet gone so far in tins vtovk 
Cad^ity, that-the warning voice W this 

• hp^ise might not still save ua from impend- 
ii^^ruin and absolute ^deal^^ction., Tlia,! 
rmn and that destruction t^ere was n<[ 

^ more certain method of e0ecting^ than by 
^ driving, the people of America into hos¬ 
tility with Britain. And what other 
effect than this can the noble lords^oppo- 
^ site * expect ? Do they #conceive tfejft a 
^^iPfSfrapd independent nation, with rights 
apd interests which it is Rer duty to pro¬ 
tect, will quietly succurqb th a courseH)( 
proceeding which goes to interrupt the 
whole of her extensive commerce with the 
continent of Europe, and subject to im¬ 
posts, to jirohibihons, anid,' in some cases, 
torfionfiscation, her shipping and cargO^'s^ 
■ It is^npossiblc that any such hope cou|(f, 
be entertained, ev^n by the most cred^i- 
lous. But, was this all ? . Were ministers 
satisfied with the aggression committed by 
the execution of the Orders in Council on 
America? No; insult was added to'in¬ 
jury, and the evil was c'onsiderahJy aggra¬ 
vated by the contumelious inamier in 
which it was carried into efiect. '1 nis sy - 
tem, so dfi&tructive to tfie prosperity 

* America, is first (adopted without any al¬ 
leged provocatioir, and of the intention of 
acting upon it the ministers of this count/y 
would not deign to communicate to thf. 
American government any previous inti¬ 
mation. Indeed, we have it from ihcir 

;Own mouths, that even the very gentleman 
jMr. Rose) whom it was deemed advisable 
to send so recently to tliat country, on a 
special mission, w.as, at the time of his de¬ 
parture, totaUy ignoj-ant, not only 1)f the' 
^a^ure, of these Orders in*Council, hut of 
the imention of the king’s government to 
resort to such a course of policy. And, 
qgny lords, let us consider*the period which 
%5lected "(qr the ^idoption of this 
^J^-stem. It was at a ti jpie wlien, from c^- 
occurrences^ our relations with Aitie- 
Jfijpa wxr^ disturbed, and whcitfactually a 
mission was sent foiward, by G. 
to enter into such-explanations as 
npost conducive to an ainicE^ble ar- 
riti^pujeiit upon that point. Under such 
pJFCumstances ,it was that ministers ven- I 
tiped .to carfv into operation rrieasur^^ 
a great and growing 
li, undoubtedly as Amej ica is, 
at,staple trad,^, jqamely, tfij cx- 
of^epttoo to the contment 
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JiSurope ; and subject to the taxation*of a 
foreign state, possessed of no right or 
controulover. her, the whole of her com- 
'‘mercial and shipping interests. One would ’ 
have thoiffgbt that there could not be found 
in this Country, so recently after what* has 
happ£|;\pd in our connection with America* 
persons determined to revive that principle 
of American revenue which lost that 
cfmntrj for ever to G. Britain.—It was 
foot only to ipipoSitions or restrictions upon 
^er trade tjiat the^ Orders were limited. 
They todk a more^ extensive range, and 
w^ere attended with more violent conse¬ 
quences. They devoted to confiscation 
any American vessel on board of which a 
J’rcnch certificate of the growth^and origin 
of the xargoes w^as found by any of our 
cruizers. It is necessary on this point to 
observe,'that any belligerent has a right 
to denvmd such a certificate from any 
houtriil trading to the ports of that belli¬ 
gerent. Such a right w^as recognized by 
the law of nations, and had been exercised 
heretofore by hjaiice, and also acted upon 
ill this counliy. To the Americans trad¬ 
ing to the |^)rts of^lg ance, 
sary, in ori 
cargo in tj 



It was neecs- 
r'to legalize the sale of their 
t country. But, the Orders in 


^ave ret^iced them to this di- 
fhat without this certificate of 


Council 
lemma, 

origin, iKyv are liable to confiscation in any 
port continent of I'iuropc, subject to 

the drfii^iijion of France ; ancl, on the high 
scasAhe very discovery of this document, 
hy /British cruiser, is sure to exj>ose them 
tfAmconditional confiscation, in all places 
iinder the dominion of the sovereign of 
this united kingdom.—But, without ar¬ 
guing upon the absl/act merits of thl; jiart 
of the subject, the fact was this. That 
the certificate signed by the French consul 
in tke ports of America was but a sorry se¬ 
em it} to France against the irtiportation of 
iBritish produce and manufactures into the 
conprunt of Europe, whilst its possession 
itV -tlu^ •Apierican trader gave him the 
JhlitV’tif CTlnrt*^^jng into the very ports of 
&c eng^^yr^witkout risk (/' disturbance, 
thos^very articles, against the introduction 
of which this very document was substi¬ 
tuted as ai4 ^fxpeiiieht. But, it waThot*" 
iftercly in the measure of the Orders 'ijn 
Councd'that this disregsg’d for tlje friend¬ 
ship and amity of America w^as evinced. 
The wime feeling iiniforifily c^iaractcrised 
every proceeding of the king^s ministers 
with regard^^i^^^mt country. It w^as* ma¬ 
nifested in thdf'vt^ie asi^l temper of th# 
oimmumcationsphich^iad recently taken 
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place^etween thb two governments, arn kLenty rtatned oi 


[tm 

_ 1 __ _ ject, arose 

most conspicuously so in the manner in rtml misconception of the American go* 


^lich the negociation, which, in concert l^rnment as to the legal construction of 
-^with my noble friend near me, I had the^^ ' ' ^ ' ^ ^ 

honour to conduct, was so impr^^klently 
and "incemperately broken oif byjfis ma^ 
jdsty's seccetary for 1‘oreign afhivrs (Mi\ 

Canning*) And, with respect to that 
treaty, 1 must be avowed to otfer a few 
obMM vatioas, in order to rebut the ^nisrcP- 
presentatiniis which liave be^i so indus-«| 
triously circulat(?d oiih of docu’s on this''’ 
subject. It lias been asserted, lhat the 
executive authority of Ame^rica* had ac¬ 
tually sent hack the treaty itself, with a 
, refusal to ratify it; and that certain 
amendailixed, without which 
it w'ouid never He sanctioned in thatcoun- 


that Ojjder, It was supposed by thenf, 
that ^ operation of that •Order was di- 
re^rf, not on^^agajnst the coasting trade 
the^encmd^iit to interrupt neutrals in 
commerc^of discharge from port to 
Tort of tlie enemies territories. That k, 

I an American ship, trading direct to 
deaux, anduhere having disposed of a part 
of her t^argo, was restricted from cont^pu* 
ing’her voyage* to any other port/J^ 
instance, Amsterdam, in order to sefTthe 
remainiW part^of her cargo. Accord- 
Vigly we find, that Mr. Madison, in a 
note to the British envoy, did express 
such an apprehension, and his majesty^’s 
present ministers were advised of such a 
comipurficatiorPbting made, in April last. 


try. It is not true that such a proceeding 
took place. Jt was true that a'copy tf 
the treaty had been transmiU^;^ VV^hat was the conduct pursued by them, 

America, with certain exjdanations, which receiving such an intimation ? ^Dit! 


tion had conceived it^ts d«ty to en^)rc^ 
therefore, this ground be proVedto Ijs not 
only untenable, but ^hat ministers them- 
’ilelfcs were aware df jts n 5 tjf)eing at all 
ajfjplicable to the system which they ha/e 
pursued,^here is# duty left Tor tlTis house 
toSnterposc by i(s solemn and recorded 
resolution. ^The* Order of the 7 th «f Jan. 
did not excite in Amemca any strong ob¬ 
jections against the princigji^^ dt* the pd- 
^icy. The uncasiru^s^^lfirwas there ex- 
cUed, and the &pprehen^ons which were 


the president of the U. States had tempe¬ 
rately recommended as proper to be ma¬ 
turely determined, partic^^larly mpbn the 
point adecting the right c 4 our armed 
tlnps to impress Anterican Aamen. No 
such peremptory admissioYw'as allixed, 
and, therefore, it is with nofimcB share of 
astonishment, (hat in the /ornAin which 
the copy of that treniy\s/*print'||h for the 
use of this house, and with th^^^\roposod 
amendments allixed to the* marg^l find 
the source iioiii whence this iii][)r(|jB\oii on 
the puhljc mind originated. 1 dAnot 
charge any person w iih such an iiiteiiA^n, 
but am certain that it w as calculated, aiftl 
actually did produce this delusive edect; 
and, moreover, 1 do assert, that these pro- 
pos^d^mendnients w«re not meant as the 
sine qua non, without wdiicii the jiresident 
of the U. States would not sanctiorrthe 
treaty. In all former discussions on^ the 
subject of the Orders in Council, the great 
ground upon which ministers have ventured* 
to defend them, the only point of justifies- of that system which comn^mced itff ope"* 
tion on which they rely, is the on the lllhof No^. HotitfUraWe 

7 th of Jan. 1807 , which tlji^^^e JifminLstr^ 


receiving 

(iity proceed to dissijj^te the apprehen¬ 
sions so ideally entertained by the Ame¬ 
rican government ? They did no such 
thing: they, the king's ministers, in full 
possession of the means of knowing that 
the uneasiness was unfounded, positively 
abstained from any step calculated to ex¬ 
plain to America the fallacy of its fears, 
0*' to uphold, from the censure of imputed 
violence and aggres^ion^the character ol 
their sovereign's government. What th« 
riiotives were which could induce them to 
fllis desertion of their public duty, it were 
diflicult to determine, had not subsequent 
occurrences served to solve the difficulty: 
it only could be attributed to the anxious 
wdsh of converting the elfecls of this mis* 
apprehension into a wei])on against their 
political hpponents in parliament, fo have 
the ojjportunity of tbrowdng Mr. Madi* 
son's opinion on that Order, in the teeth 
of those who felt it their duty to expose 
the injustice, improvidence, and insanity 


'RAd conscientious atonement for a Breach 


tion had concSived itjts d«ty to enfi^rc^ | of public duty I I assfirrf thelhoble lordi 

that I eniy thenl not the gratillfcatioh di 
a trimi^ph so obtained; neither cbuld 1 
appreciaTS (tfiit as an advantage, which 
compromised the character and conSjai^ 
ency of llie country.—^The noble lord 
adverte4 to the clamour whfoh had 
f^ised upon the pretence that in the; 
negociation conducted 
rican Commissioners, an intenlaon tm 
m?rt{ifested of yielding any of lihe ma* 
vtlroe tights of this counitry. He ad^; 
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ijitted, ^re were, considerable 
ue$ )ii the way of an arrangement wJp 
respect to the impressing of seamen; b ^ 
s|Kll did *noi; think them insurpioiint- 
* ^ of our right to take British s^men 


' ' [!27e- 


ahte: 

• o^ik of Ameri<;an raerchaiU vesseJs,Vhere 
c;^u]d be no doubt; bi!t h<4\did this ri^^ijt 
arise ? The American mei’^ahant Iressei 
ipet on the high sea by a Bnti^ ship oV 
war, was extra-tervitorial, and the 1 gutter 
had an undoubted right to take^out of her 
a British seaman for his inajdsty's sarvice; 
but ft was also a right on the part 
iBfil55cam that no American subject 
should be taken, and that lh|£|^British 
right should be exercised as rfiodVrately^is 
possible. Between these conflicting rights 
it might be difficult to make an arrange¬ 
ment ; but, surely, it was unwise to shut the 
door against any aiTaugt*K':ciit, P>is lord- 
ship toot a view of the eft’ects likely to 
from the Orders in Council,* ai\dj 
contended that it^was clear they wouftj; 
produce injury to our manufactures; and/ 
a# to the West India interest, which it 
boasted would be benefited, how was this 
Jo arise if a war took place with the U, 
States, which, be contended, tiie Orilers 
in Couricii were calculated to produce, 
when it was clearly ascertained, iTiat the 
West India islands depended upon the Ij* 

‘ States for a largemroportion of their pro¬ 
visions ? In whatever point of view these 
Orders were considered, they must, 1^^ 
contended, be found highly injurious XS 
the interests of the country. If it was the 
object of Buonaparte to force America 
.into a war with this country, this measure 
^ded to facilitate that object; the policy 
should rather hav(; been to have remained 
quiet, ^nd if Buonaparte had inged the 
American governmept to a war wifh this 
country, then all the odiilm would have 
remaij^pd with him, and a large propor¬ 
tion of the population of the U. States 
would have b^en with us*. When we saw 
i|lk Europe undor the dominion of ono 
mao, pressing and urg^g forward plams 
illjmjcal to the interests and happiness of 
^ankind/we might havef looked to Ame¬ 
rica for that order of things congeniaji with 
om own feelings and our aiul 

a9 forming a counterpoise to the power 
of the‘ruler of the continent; wfiilst G. 
Britain hel4 the balance between the new 
the old wt>rld, and enjoyed ^1 them 
which must result 
siLichia comotanding situation^ The 
of ministers, hdwever, forb^this 
pJtoiog prospect, at^ threatened us with 


ar. ,wlth those, from whose increaWng 
prospei^ity we might otherwise derive the_ 
most solid .^v^tages. His lordship coni-"" 
eluded, by feadihg the following ResoJ[u-*‘ 
lions, first of which he moved :~i, 
That^’jt appears to this house, tha< his 
majesty'hath been advised, v^ithout any 
alleged provocation from the U. States of 
America, to issue Orders in Council? on 
and subsequent to the *11th of Nov. 1807, 
dor inh^rruptiug 'nearly the w^hple of the 
•commerce ^of the s^d states with the con¬ 
tinent of’Europe ; Tor limiting such trade 
to be carVied on in future through British 
ports only, (with the exception of neutral 
and allied ports in certain cases); thereby 
exposing it to such restric.^»Wls and duties, ■ 
and even prohibitions, as the government 
of G. Britain may think fit to impose upon 
it«; and Tor confiscating the property of 
t^'-e r''iti^aos of the said states, in all cases 
where the same shall be accompanied by 
particular documents, certifying the place 
of its growth or manufacture.—2. That it 
appears to this Jiouse, that previous to the 
issuing of said Orders in Council, a 
negotiation pad beer\ carried on between 
this country*a-Id tlie U. States of America, 
for the miynU^nance of jicace and friend¬ 
ship betwjffen itheip, and that a treaty had 
been acrflally sVg/ied«respecting some of 
the mos^j^ niatcrial points in discussion ; 
that ajr^pne li^cl been expressed by the 
govenft^ent of the said U. States for the 
addij^n .of certain other provisions to the 
saiwtreaty, and lliat a jjropf)sal w as made 
for renewing the negociatmn for that pur¬ 
pose ; but that this oiler was abruptly and 
iutemperately rejected by his majesty's 
ministers.—3. That at the time whvn^the 
said Orders were issued, his majesty's**nii- 
nisters had recently received from the 
ministers of the U. htates in this kingdom, 
assurances that the injurious decrees of his 
dcnajesty's enemies had not, in any one in- 
s^ufe, been executed against the com- 
iij^vigation of the U. States : and 
tfat frorti* had passed subsequent 

t« fhe issuing ortlie said decrees, his ma* 
jest;y\s ministers had every reason to con^ 
elude, tliat any attepipt of the enemy so 
to execute* ^5 san^e, Svould be dccid^l^'" 
resisted by the. government of the if. 
States; wherbby it have l^ppencd, 
either that the said decrees would baVo 
contiHued to be wholly hugat^iry an& in¬ 
effectual, or that the enemy, by endea- 
vfvuring the same, would ‘have 

driven the U. iSJ^lifes^into a closer connect 
tion mth this Auhtryi —%. That it ap«» 
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pears |o this house, that the Order issu^ thee^^rcnch* ^ovegfimcnt against com*- 
by his hiajesty in council, on the 7th *ormwifte,tod which rendered necessary the 
1807, was not intended to interrupt C^ersin Council of November, lb07. The 
neutrals in a commerce of discharge from ^ble loji’d^also contended, that the con- 
' port to port of the enemies te^;riJories ;• duct of the late adrainistratioii, in throw 
that such was understood to be itf legal ing j^sia into the arms of*Francc, occa- 
cpnsfruction by those Mdm’were in his siojaisra the lojivof J^ortugal, which ren- 
majesty's service at the time the said or- dped neccss^/the expedition to Copen- 
der vA^as issued ; ami that an explanation 4ligen. Witii respect to the Order of the 
to that ellect was given by them to the «7th of Jafi. hc'niaintamed, that its legal 
punish minister, in an official Note^dated coni?truction went far beyond the interpre- 
on the 17tlt of March. 1807.-»-Thalf in a, tation gut bpon it by noble lords on the 
note from the Americai\secret?flry*of state othej* side,^nd it was thought by mini- 
to Mr. Erskine, dated on the 20tji of the stcrs \ prefcrabfe mode of condufifcj4i» 
same month, considerable uiieasiness was leave Note o^Mr. Madison unanswer- 
expressed, under an apprehension of a , ed>^ and T^wait the result of the treaty, 
Contrary inte^;m etation of the said Order ; ^ The Orders in Council, his lordship con- 
and that th« ablWe mentioned Note was tended, were necessary, in order to main- 
actual ly received by his majesty's pro- tain our own commerce, and to prevent 
sent ministers in the month of April last, the enemy^tt'ftiisa^enjoying all the advant- 
Yet no steps have been taken thereon, uS agejM^t^eace, through the medium of sot 
to the present hour, for removiifl^’lfeirf^u^'^xteivsive neutral commerce, Avhils4^2^ 
founded apprehensions of the American wn trade w^as suffering under depression, 
government on a point to which they ap- ^ Lord Auckland rnaintsjined, that the true 
pear to have attached so inty:'h importance, interpretation of the Order of the 7th of 
And that by this omissioil, rnucli uiinc- Jan. was to be found in the Note of lord 
cessary irritation has been suflired to pre- Howick to Mr. Rist, and contende^d, that 
vail in America, long after, Jwas in the millimeters ought to have made that inter- 
power of his majesty^S minsters to have pretation the basis of a communication 
effectually removed \he saml; Vmd fresh on the subject to the American govern- 
obstacles to conciliation Md Mendsliip incnt. 

have thus wantonly Bceii^itcrp64ed.—5. ^fhe Earl of Dariilty followed on the 

That it is, therefore, the opini<»4jM this same side, and contended? that the Order 
liouse, that the said Orders are iiMiem- oti^tlie 7th of Jan. Avas strictly Avithin the 
selves unjust and impolitic ; that tlfe^i^su- la^ of nations, whilst the Orders of Nov, 
ing of them at the time, and under \he last were wholly contrary to that law. 
circumstances, above mentioned, was ai^ The Earl of Lauderdale said, he* had 
act of the utmost imiirovidence and rash- not intended to have troubled their lord- 
ness: and that by abruptly breaking off ships any more on this subject, as it had 
a friiMidJy^egotiation, and withholding a been most ably discussed by his noble^ 
sjitisffi^ory explanation on a point, on friend; but, what fell frdhi the nobl^ earl 
^ wliicli it might have been given with so opposite by way of invectivc,^iuid to raise 
much ease and advantage, his niajesl^'s a laugh against tiie lat^l ministers, induced 
ministers have acted in diregard of our him to break silence. The noble lord had 
true policy, Avhich is to cultivate the friend- stated, that the cruel attack on Copenhai^ 
ship of a nation, whose interests and pros- ‘gen was caused by his majesty's late mi- 
perity are so intimately interwov§r^nlV jnsters : the argument that^fcad beeg’ad- 
our own ; and have conducted ^ced to prqve it, Vas too^veak to requirt 

in a manner tl^i least ada^rid to enal^ ’an answer, and hcVould pass the asser- 
his majesty td maintain that pantiffie tion Avith what it deserved—contempt. Birt 
superiority, on which the greatness, %nd the great ^estionfornoblelordsto,coti- 
^ existence, ot'-his empire.so much sider wither the measure of the 

depend." • ^ * / Ijtte Orders in Council was a good one 

The Earl of Westmoreland', cont<?nded, not ? •* . . 

tbauthe Oftler of Iflockade, 4ssued by the Lord 3ft//gwe denied that the interprh- 
late administration in May, IfiOff, pro- tation given by noble lords ©n* the otto 
duced the Ilbrlin decree in Nov. Isoff, siT>e,to the Order of the 7th M J mi* wntf 
^vhich.gave birth to the Order jn Conn-, consistent with its fair and leg^coSStSlb*- 
eji of the 7th of Jan. 18yjCi<mlch produ- tiom , With respect to Russia; "tpq noble 
ced the further a|;^d more aVere decree of lora contended, tliat the co^d^cf of-the 




' fl2S0 

Fe'Bussians, who had most imjustlj^ been 
Bfifed, by the present ministers^ with 
having unnecessarily put an end to a con¬ 
test vi^ich, if'continuedj could only Kavv 
ft been jay ended'with additional ^hasteirs,^ 
The f%cts of the case had been rendered 
more notorious than he could have ex¬ 
pected •them to have been. At one time 
the contest assumed something like a 
jjoubtful appearance j^but when examined 
into, fliese appearances woie tbunci to be 
comj^letely*fiiliaciou6. ^fhe iltlistrious of¬ 
ficer (iQi’d* Hutc hj/son) on who^e opinion, 

_________ in this Crfise, the late government liad been 

ships, they would never k^ave wam^ered so ■ disposed to place a great deal of reliance, 
much from the point as to ont^i^lmpon ^the } had at first suggested that some co-opera- 
discussion of the merits of the conduct ef d.,* 


#AfeL; DEBATBSi 

Ifette miftlsters had teri&d to itidi^oj 
power tow?u*ds this country ; and, friil 
$pect tu the Orders in Coundl of]^ 
last he mstintained their necesfity^ poll 

£ d expefJIcncy, and saw no reason to be- 
^e, that any intelligence of thei}(^could 
.irrivc in America,, sotas f(\operate ^he 
'ieat of government, in VJLtribuling \o 
(Produce the embargo. ’ <( 

Lord Grenville observed/ that were it notr 
that ministers were eager to catch af any 
thing which could enable thdm t^ avoid 
th» particular subject under cdhsiderjuion, 
‘ 40 distract the attention of the if lord- 


the late government towards Russia j 
They having adverted to that, however, 1 
he might be allowed a tVw words I 

by way of reply. Assurances m "L’d^ ii j 
had been given to Ru sia, ivKiv:jj ; 
were not followed up by correspondpj*r 
efforts. Where Aid that.appeau ? Russra 
might naturally be anxious to obtain, hut 
it was A>r the government of this couniry 
to consider wdicther it ought to promise or 
• to gi-ant. The wholuconcspondcnce was 
a series of refusals—refusals justified in 
every view ot sound policy by the then 
situation of affairs. With respect to the 
• refusal of the loan, his lordship stated, 
the late government had seen no hopes of 
*such advantages resulting from a comp,]i- 
ance as would counterbalance the addi¬ 
tional pressure on the people which it 
W’ould occasion, if granted in the manner 
solicited. It was required that it should 
be raised at 5 per cent, and that it should 
•be guaranteed by parliament. Was there 
any man who could say that ihis was a 
requisite wl^ich ought to have bc<m corn* 
plied with ? With “regard to the point of 
co-operation, he said, that whoever con- 
feidered the state of the contending parties^ 
at the time, coolly and dispassionately,* 


tiou might be of use. Bqjtwdien he had 
visited the scene of actioifi* he Aheri imme¬ 
diately saw that the itlca of military aid 
from us would be of no advantage, and 
fiad accordingly said, for Ood^s sake, 
don i a man : they can be of no lusc 
here, and most probably not one of them 
can ever get back again.'^—In answer to 
his noble IVicuil, the ministers had entered 
upon a SisGUs^on of the effects of the Or- 
<ler in Couful of the 7th of Jan. in pursu¬ 
ance of lh<Hri|)Iar* erf avoiding the sulqect 
more particilarly i>-jfore them. But the 
propositUin (ft* his noLle friend had nothing 
to do \wth t*at,inor with the late Orders 
in CoujPjil geiifYally. It only vclatcHi to 
then:w'a;f;fer as they affected our relations 
withfcJhericEf, and to this point his noble 
fri^l^had confined himself, in arguing, 
thj^ they would be attended w ith the most 
^lernieious consequences to ihis country, 
xhe evidence which had been given at the 
bar, had been called by ministers ingeni¬ 
ous speculations. Whether tb^ .-^sertioiis 
of ministers, who “said that these Orders 
would be beneficial to our coinmeri e, or^ 
the evidence of th(»sc practically conccni- 
eef, who affirmed, that tliey \vnuld be de- ” 
struclive to it, w^cre most to be relied on, 
he would leave their lordships to decide. 


•must^ be coftyinced, that it would hav^e^j/B^^if* noble friend had only adverted to 
been madness tb have sent an army to t^e IthatT^v^mcc for the sake of a fact, which 
■continent. It^W|8 hot indney that Russia f Jjad been pr^rtxl beyond ^he possibility of 
Wnled, nor the comp^rativcU’^ feeble aid [ cbntradi' tjon ;* that'the iiftelligence of the 


IVhiqh we could have gent h^. The re 
^Ipuirces of fliat great be- 

Sifoire been well organized: France 
from, the other comer of Euftope met 
Russia with equal or superior numbers on 
her own “ frontiers ; France bad for 17 
^engaged in war, and there as 
e, therefore, in the experience 
ae officers and the soldiers, .^ese 
^tbe causes of failure on the part of 



Onlers itVCoundl had rt^achod America 
previous; to the tuiM^argo. Since^ tljg 
had piad been*known*to one individual, itjnust 
have been in fiie possession of the com¬ 
mercial intertestin general, andtiave reach¬ 
ed America through a variety of channels, 
and*this he understood acfbally to have 
been the case. ’The embargo must have 
been the cb^Sigauence; for it w^as impos¬ 
sible, that Uienearecs of FiJaucc could ap- 



T2«l] 

pear^bf Amedc^a^ijb 

to induce her to undergo the bardshlp!^ 
s^^hicli she majJt feel iW^ thisjuipasui'e, 
«It a matter of substantive charge, too, 
against mmktcrs^ that they hac^ yt 
.plained the Order of the Tthoi’ Jadf to Ihd 
AmWicans, so far as related to the dis¬ 
charge of cargoes at onfc ]5ort, sind taking 
in others at other ports. They knew the 
ftieaning of tlie Orier in tiiis respect, aijd 
if they had been desirotis ol concilialing 
America, they x^onid ha\^e explained it^^ 


Uhewn^;of which she vvoui4|pb{ 

^‘rterwse have recourse to. Ifboth ,go- 
^mpients untfenstood theanterests of their 
countrieji^ war might still be 
avoided, r Americ%^.would consult her 
dignity by acting dil]bcjtlyhop^ary to the 
mam'fe^d our government, by 

efflering exjA^ation, by seisjpig; every 
opportunity^of negotiatioji, and by 
ploying Hie most conciliating language,. 
whSie-there Vas a clumce that war co^i^ldi 
be avoided. It was a most inconvonignt 


With regard to tiie treE\ty lately pegotiat circun^staiKic, that negotiation procietided 
ed, that was now before the hpuse, an^ whflfcAthe cnibanTo continued : l^t s^lf 
the members of tile late goveymuent^otihjl was gT^tliat • • • 

he reatly to enter upon the dihcussion oA 1£ inuii^^*s,^ 
merits, wlien the subject should b(j ihbuld r^new 


tiB 


nf^gotiatiou Was going on, 
{Convinced of their error, 
the relations of ainilv be- 


specifically br®ght under considerationXl twetm the two countries, rhey would not 


TIv ininucr in which the negotiation on 
that treaty had been put an end^ to was 
most' intemperate and absurd, 
had been more commoji than 
ratification, in order, if possible, to have 
something added, omitted, or altered. 
The instances of this wer^ innumerable ; 
and he affirmed, that no»ni|U of sound 
judgment, being at the samt/lme desirous 
of conciliation, could an end to 

(lie negotiation in t(Jfe maimer ministers 
had done. He wa/glad tf 
ever, the conviction beg 
among ilie people, a*nd will the go¬ 
vernment, that the neutnibty Q&jJ^iefica 
was advantageous to this cduiUryl^M'^very 
one knew t\ith what iinlnstry rilfie.ulous 
opinions had been circnlaled, 'tha{\ we 
should lose less by a war with America 
llian vve did by her neubality, because 
onr commerce was carried on in her ship¬ 
ping i)Mii4i^d of our own. The very ad- 
vattto’ge to iis was, tlia\. our commerce was 
by means of American shipping carried 
on with the enemies colonies and pprts, 
into which British ships would not be ad¬ 
mitted. He would not errtwiwjjato the par¬ 
ticulars of the calamities which migWl re-’ 
suit from a war with America in 


the continent; the loss of.Uie suppli«j^i»o 
thte Wert Indies; tly Idbs'to oij4|j3ivn 
manufactures, &c.; blit it was obvious, 
^^it #would b^: a i;no|t serjous^ calalm 
he advised no concession'tn*con«sa 
tvith the honour of the < 

pi^per seftae of the term. 


*c^ntry» 
ifut honou? 


digiiiy (Consisted not in holding haugh^ 
language With a friendly power/* He 
agrhed with the noblh lord who spoke 
kst, that nothing said in Jthat hotise could 
naVa the dfectof dbivmg America into 
VoL. X. • . . * 


|b*feiii:oachcd from that side of the house 
vml/ lie concludetl by 

exnyj^ii<fmg his^tfect concurren«*e in the 
^oTutions* 

, Lord Hawkcsbury expressed his CiSfRfT 
lat thej’e was some ground tor oxpecta- 
tmn in Russia that she would receive some 
as^iistance from this country. As to the 
exact nature or amount of that assistance, 
it was not for hiny to determine what iu 
might have been ; whether an expedition 
ought have been sent to this point or 
tjie other, or at what precise period of the 
yf‘ar it ought to have been equipped. A 
noble lord Iiad dwelt wifh peculiar force 
u^>on the circumstance of a loan having 
been refused by this country to be granted 
t(j Russia. lie Jymeated as sincerely as 
that no!)le lord, the burthens to which the 
people of this country were necessarily 
subjected; but, though it might not suit* 
the convenieoce of the country to advance 
six millions as a loan or»subsiJy*to Russia, 
was the "government of thig^ country lo- 
consider itself s^ far restricted by the pro¬ 
position of an advance to that amount 
being made to us, that it was not at 
liberty to say what sum it could afford, 
or wnat amount* of mon^^ the nation 


sent situation; the loss of ouAr ^^le" witfi^ould advance towards thesupport-of the 
■ * " ' **^ommon cause of ^Europe ?; This^ he con¬ 

tended, oujiht to ha'we IJeeh dope ;, 

Russia, ainl on th? assistance that it 
ed, in>44n ler to >Hiable it the more, cife- 
tuaily toJWfSTthat overwhelming 
which had now almost deluge^ the qo/‘ 


nent, dqpended ibe welfare of almost 
other state. If Russia had jeceived 
eient assistance, the, emigration of 
court of iitsbon migirt. ha^;,h^ 
vented aaid if Kys^iia had. b'dili 
s«|^orted, it miglrt hot.Jpiaii 
• 4 N . 



' sary to have made the late atUcK 
C^penliagett^ which baa been so itmch t^' 
i^iiftect of complaint.—There was annt^r 
wint to wlvch their lordships^ attentiim 
was jS)articularly called ; namely, ttie pro- 
*^)ble effect which ottr Orders ia Council 
i ^<&uld have on the gov|mni47t of Ami^yca, 
%%e degree of irritation wh^ejs they wou^ 
likely to occasion in the mfnds of thrjt 
people,-or, in short, how far^jthejwould 
likely to-affect the relations, politicaJ or 
Gominerclal, of the two countries recipro¬ 
cally. At present, he would noUell ^illthat 
came W ithin his knowledge on that sui» ject, 
neitter would choir lordships thir^j it be¬ 
coming in him, if, pcMiding^:iegoill^ioij,lvL‘ 
were, in his place in that house, pwblicly'tQ 
announce the whole amount of whatever 
inforuiation he might obtain elsewhercvb}/' 
means of his official situaln^.*, But)^tbis 
much hejcould assure their lordshjij^:^hat, 
notwithstanding the apprehension whi'^h 
noble lords might have upon^^th^atf 
point, and notwithstanding the alarm w’hitX' 
appeared to be entertained elsewhere; he 
could assaxe their lordships, that no sujm 
disiigreable sensation was occasioned in 
America by the promulgation of these 
Orders in Council. A noble lord, how- 
,ever, had slated, that it was provep at the 
bar that such was their effect; but this he 
begged leave to contradict, and in so doii^ 

^ he believed the hbuse would eventually see 
that he was warranted by the fact.s as they 
would be hereafter disclosed. They h^l 
not a statement to that effect, but a spectf- 
lative ©pinion of an interested merchant at 
their lordships^ bar. With rc.s[ject to the 
,treaty that had been referred to, he hud to 
ipform their lordships, that the rea^ow it 
had not bc:c n so speedily ratified as might 
, htrve bten cypectvd, was, that an Alteration 
had been made in it a trivial alteration 
or addition, but a most substantive and 
complete deviation from the principles 
upon which that treaty was originally 
agreed to : to^the final execution of a do- 
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He particularly insisted, that it 
iwld appear, from the evideifce vThich 
either now was^* or would soon be, in the^ 
possession of each individual of that hou^, ^ 
fhat the substance of our Orders in Coun¬ 
cil wasj^known in America, before the lay¬ 
ing on of the embargo^in tliat countiy ; a 
fact which was also apparent- from this 
circumstance, that a (lescri[)tiou of the 
enactments of these Orders in Council was 
gfven \ii an American paper some con- 
^sideraVle time previousto the laying on of 
tl^ embargo. 

1 The (question wifs then put on the first 
jffesolution, w^henthe house divided : Cou- 
/.ents, 25 : Non-contents, 53. Majority, 
—^^Fhe other Resolutions were put, and 
^aegatived without any divf^n^ 


tutally given ; but theie was good reasoif 
believe, as indeed he wished, and no 
" dotibt every noble lord* wiio beard him 
wished, that America mwt short!yj]|,^ve a 


pi^er seilse of its own inter?tof^%fif3 lioble 
lords must see, that this was not to^ be ob- 
“ tained'by a..tame acquiescence in every 
' fear or alai^p^ji^ith which weak er jnterest- 
individuals*might endeavour to impress 

^ replied to tfie arguments 

f lions of noble lords on the ofh<n- 


, HOl-SE OF COMMONS, 

• ^ . 

K . ^ .Tundai/y March 29. 

[Danish Fleet.] Lord Folkestone rose, 
pursuant to notice, to submit to the house 
a motion on the subject of the Danish 
Fleet. He professed himself to be one of 
those w ho hid, approved of the expedition 
against Coffeijli^gfn,; but, the frivolous 
manner in wfiV ' 
since defeude 
sters, ha{ji cci 


shake 


'.origin 



h tiiat expedition had been 
by i\is majesty's iniui- 
[ritributed considerably to 
opinion upon tlie ques- 
expedition was under- 
thought it warranted as a mea- 
fcelf-dcfence on our part, considei - 
sitnation of the continental pow¬ 
ers it that time, and the probability there 
Was of the Danish Fleet being added to 
the other acquisitions of France. He 
confessed, that so strong an this 

was, could only be justified a^yiost 
pressing emergency ; and, therefore, it 
seemed to him that we were called upon 
by Svery principle of equity as well as of 
policy, not t^<^j^ppi\^priatc the Fleet to our- 
'selvt' bi plrjKituity ; but to restore it, as 
could be done consistently 


^ ^ , sdrm that 

Ctpnenit so altered, some ifesistance vvawS na^^j^witlnri^^tintenaiice of our own security 


•He \yas aware, thjit a proposition had been 
to Depmark^to, rcstoiJj it, provided 
the^ani^i^* govtqnment would consent 
volmHarily to surr^^nder it into our^custo- 
dy^f but thii propU^itfon was so degraclin^^ 
ii|*'itsiuature,.tliat it could not be expeetbid 
tl!fe\t->ilse*l)aniS^ government would accept 
of it, and he was of opinion, that 
peopki ought not to be placeil iir a worse 
situation, than if smeh a proposition had 
nbver beefb either made by us or rejected 
by them. If vv\ Vgre to retain the pos* 
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sessfon of th® Fleet in perpetUitVi he.^L'sTtact adclinff tp thie icneans anid naval Te^ 


alraid that it might be alleged, that the 
'proposition was made merely to obtain a 
pretext for following up a hard bu| neces- 
^ sary measure, by an act of inju^titje. Hfs 
MorfiiJtup concluded with moving/ That 
'an humljie Address be presented to his 
majesty, to assure his majesty, that his 
faithful common^ anxious that justice^ 
should at all times be done to«theifp-’ 
right views which direct .his nyyesty^« 
conduct towards other power,-i, are desir¬ 
ous of w'arding oil* a''suspicionJ howev 
groundless, that the late attack*of Copeii 
hagen was made less with a view of aver' 

• ing an immediate and pressing dangc 
than for the parposO of permanently a|! 
propriatiiig to tlie use of this couutiy a 
great increase of nava] means: that his 

iaithful commons observe .that his majes- , ^-. 

ty, noi imputing hostile aejiigys N|k?St opportunity 

king of Denmark, but apprehen:nve Icstynodr pt his crow 


he should not be able to resist the attack'l^omiiiions, to heal the wounds which he 


about to be made on him by France for | 
the purpose of getting Ti)<^»s«^s»ion of his 
fleet and arsenal, was wilb|g in the first 
instance to enter intjp filiations with 
iiim, and to agree t^ake^his fleet in de¬ 
posit until the re/toratiou of peace, and 
that it was only after all |j»roposals to that 
ellect had been rejectgyi that !»pc rat ions 
were commenced for tjlc inirn^o^ of set u- 
ring it by force of ari/s ;*ihat^!flKfaithful 
commons humbly submit to hisf.majesty, 
that it was hardly to be expected that an 
independent sovereign should consent to 
acknowledge by a public instrument "liis 
inability to defend his territory and capi¬ 
tal ; auvi tliat therefore it is by no means a 
m;ii.‘fer o^wonder thakhe should reject the 
proposal so offered to him: that he 
endeavour to repel the attack made on him 
to enforce it, and by a declaration 8f war 
resent and attempt it, when 

the attack provod successl|ft*%Jubnit his 
majesty's faithful commons tlereiyreVust 
that his majesty, making die *allowant!fe* 
for the feelings which .m;iy fairly 1|£ 
posed to hayc ac^at|d*th^court of iOen- 


inark on this 

^5jd,^by any 
yoked, to fo 

•jesty first ol_,_ . - 

{Til thabthe neoassity of case, the 
safj^ty of his dominions, required; and that 
he will stMl be' ready to fulfil thefn on his 
part, whenever the irestoration of j^ace, 
and the state of the contindtitSTpoV^ers 


, willll^t be indu- 
hostility thi^ pro- 
:erms which 
«wluch seela Ij be 


hone that bv*so^ doing he will not be inJ 


sowces of Franc^,: that his majesty's faith- ^ 
fCl comnjons belieye and hope that stich 
a concluct, as it yviH, be perfccily in unison ^ 
with.the moderate gpd diiynterestcd views 
wl^h his i^esty entertains, so it will ^ 
rt^ke maiiiMt to ^iurppe, that while the * ^ 
cjiemy is ajft(^atcd by view^s of antbition, 
•hggrand^em^it, and conquest, his ma** 
jei^y will ncv*er be irritated by his etam- 
ple, nor .induced by the possession of 
power, wantonly to attack the independ¬ 
ence of other n^itlons ; that his sole '•wish ' 
is toSbtain for himself anti his people se- 
curity^d rej>osfe ; and that if in the pur¬ 
suit ot^Sie^e objects he is ever unfortu¬ 
nately Gompelled to adopt measures con-^ 
jtr;^py ti the interest of those stales with 
Whj^h itejjjdesirous of maintaining the re.- 
fatiojiy? he will yet seize the eaij,-^, 

ity, consistent wiffi the .ho-^*^ 
own .and the 


.may have invoiuntatily given, and to 
^lakc reparation for the injury which, in 
I oefending ius rights against the unjust at¬ 
tacks of tile oiieiny,'he may have been 
necessitated to inffict/.' * 

Mr. Brand expressed much regret at 
seeing so thin an attendance upon a dis- 
'^'ussion of so much importance. Upon 
the question of the Copej^hagen expeditiorif 
he had all along dilVered with those with 
|\vhorn he, was in the habit of agreemg 
upon inOsSt pobiical questions. He thought 
that expedition justifiable upon every 
principle of national and public law; but 
the grounds of defence which had been 
adopted by his majcwSty’s ministers, he ha 3 
no hesitation in pronouncing to be w^hotly • 
untenable. A nation* wajf^rtainly 
titled to seize upon aiiyfinstrument of 
hostile attack Which* was in the hands of a 
weak neutral, and which was likely to 
fall into the hands of a powerful enemy, 
and to be used hy him for the purposes of 
further aggression. Andf this b^ing m- 
controvefubly \ general ininciple, per¬ 
fectly consonant to tjicjaw of nations, he 
coiitencj^d, tha^ there never were circum¬ 
stances whicl^nore loudly called , for Jts 
app those in which thi^ 

try stood in relation to France and ijfeh- 
murk*, wdien we took possession of the 
Danish fleet. But, having ^gone thij^ far 
in justifying the measurefhe argued' tfiat 
the same Reasons which* j^ndered iUn<- 
cessary ai^ proper that we|Shoul<f take 


of Europe, hold ouj ^^air and legitimate possession of the fleet for a tttne, did not 


make it either necessary or proper 
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vmt^^l|E| po^^ion off it in t^s, fee dfesjjosedj, in the event of a change 

and vifew^ taking place, which would fully restojpC 
Bc^pna^^rtl^ to change, w^re hi^ ainfeitioQ the neutrality of Denmark, to give 

into a policy move toiisonunt these ships j but they ought not to he ’ 
peace and hj^jpiness of mankinclj feoiuid |yia resolution of the house.;; such 
ahC^ere a treafy of peajpe to be confclud* a resolution would only be giving ap ad- • 
.similar to that .Qf Wtstphalia,M^ I vantage to Buonaparte in any n^.gotiation^^ 
thought, that it wwld be^ikcumbent cf? that might take place. 

^is country to shew to Eurc^e and tlm, Mr, Davies Giddy supported the Ad^ 
wojfldi that its councils wTre. iffit influ- • drpss, ijpt that he looked upon the restora- 
enc^ by a selfish policy; but'that havfng tion ot the ships ‘to Denmark as a mat- 
provided for jts own security when that for of ftght; but that he thoughT it an act 
secuj^ty was in danger, it w^ equajly, pf^generosity becojfning the character of 
‘ Tfcadyjo rcKpect the rights'of other i^ons, fie Britisb nation, 
and to make evtry reparation for ar strong f Mr, Wilkrjbrce professed himself one of 
measure which was forced ilpvn^ by anr Aosc who thought that ministers had con- 
imperious and overruling necessfty. On* ^icntiously and ably dischafrged their 
these grounds, he should vote for Vhe Ad- ,^«uty towards the countiy^in taking pos- 
dress which had been moved by hfwtibreV session of the Danish fleet. He was sA- 
friend. listied tli^y were aware of all the objec- 

Mr. < 5 . %r/forw/(??i expressed an tions in point-c/i morality ; but that a pa- 

that th e seizure of the Danish fleet cqul^f.<iTnomp^!r 6 ty had compelled them to 
oSlJrte justified by an urgent necessityji .over-rule those objections. He would 
and that, had no oth«r measures of linstilityv not allow that any consideration of time 
taken place betw'eeu this country aml^' or circuin^stanccj warranted a deviation 
Denmark, that act on our part ought to ^ from the greaj principles of morality, la 
ha^e been limited by the necessity that the expeditiolNo Copenhagen, there was 
gave rise to it. It oughj; to be remember- no such deviatiOiV; * A superior duty hud 
ed, however, that it was in the powf'r of oiUweighed a lesser ; alVithat was itself one 
Denmark, at one time, to have secured the of the first principles V)f moral duty and 
restitution of the fleet, but that she did J moral rcjUoninV The transactions with 
iiot cliuse to ’accept the proposition thaf respect ty Portugal involved the same 
had been made toiler with this view. A^s principl^|jf;>and the result made no dilier- 
insttcTs now stood, the fleet had come^ ente. &'might*liaVe been said iliat Por- 
into our possession by conquest, and it^ tugal should bt* controuled b\^ force, and 
appeared to him, that publishing a decla- that Denmark might have accepted the 
ration avowing our intention of giving it pr^llcred alternative of amity and pro- 
. up, W'ithout any knowledge whatever of tecliou, Denmark was umvibing to take 
the future state of Europe, would be a any measure w hatever of delciice against 
, stop dictated neither by policy nor jus- France; and if she had been all 

ticc. Tjie "^^dress^vvas also, to ^say tlie she •could have ddnl^ would have behn 
of It, th^^rqrf? unnecessary, as it was inadequate. It was, therefore, pA fectly 
' not knowm vrBat intentions,his majesty’s allowable in us, to secure the arms, which, 
ministers plight have without the inter- if directed aj.’;ainst us, might be danger- 
' fercnce of tlie house of commons. ous. But, uiuviUing to carry vio- 

Sir ri said, that if. the weakness lencr'*t 5 yyou 1 what the necessity of the 

pf Peimark had been tfte only reason require!;!. He w'ould not have the 

we* should fiafve had'recourse to the Jngh character of the nation sunk, by 
sefepre of the Danish ftcct, in order to a disp^itfon to retain a valuable 

prlCT^t its falling mtt) the hands of France, possesion, t 5 *Ji^n theAixt^t ncy thajt caused 
a d^j^l^atfon of this kind would*be very us to seize thatpossefpion should have pnss- 
prdg^r.. But that was me ^p s-Hhe ed w#\shecl, fbeieV^rc, to tale 

paw^^foir there was prppf of anos^e dis- steD|w|li respect Jolhe application of tlia 
.|)08jlt|hn nn the part of Denmark^ever shite,gmi^mi^tm.keitmatierufdiflka^* 
fince French ,revolution. He denied , ty fm^ipajest^oresture^them, w'Rencir* 
^^tat any nev<^ |>rlnciples .of morality had cuinatanpes .should render that pnKceihng 
maintai^^ -on that side. It had * ‘perfectry consistent w ith the public safety. 

‘ Tb^ ind military officers might.b<? 

acj;ing,qpo:pxhe old and compensated as tke^^ usually weroy fey • 
Govetnwflt naifiht, per-T CompensaUim fromHh^ public purse. ' Hft 
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I'^v-en insinuafed by»&iini3tcvK themsel^(t», 
Ivr had Acver eontend^d that tb«rip 
had'b^en any previous^ hostility; for, if 
there had been such, why were'there any 
amicable proflers tai^ ou the 

part ^ this cou^ry ? ^ til),6aght, upoti 
thfwvmole, tha/^oruplying with the pre-- 
seM motion w^d be worthy of the cha^ 
ra^teristic magnanimity of £bgland* 

• Mr. Stepicn^ Cttought the present motion 
^went*tb bind the future discretion ef title 
country^ bV promises and stipulatio<i$ 
’ Irt ultl 


■w l^Ued) to p)*ove to Denmairh^ and to ihn 
woi^d, that we were actuated bjT no foei^ 
interest’in taking the Danish Beet; 
u'lid tha^t the fleet would be givQn back, if 
the ind^endcncc of Denmark slaoi^ be 
Cf{5aiiU published. * 

.Mr. Hariris Browne entered fully into 
the generous feelings of liis hon. *trioi)id, 
and agreed that all he had s^id Would 
have been applicable, if the Daite^ ha4 
no hoslile feelings to ih:^ country, and 
if their weaknessi alone had* beer/ tHfe 
ground of danger to this couiifry. migl? 


ilthnately prove more injur 


Denmark had acted like an enemy, and Ivious aM restrictive than it could now be 
w as treated as such, and her fleet was a$ IpqSsible^ tbre|e0. If the ships were to 
of the enemy^s shipvS WieV^torodv merely on the plea of gente^ 


lawful prize as any 
captured at sfca. The 


enemy's shipvS 
motion was, be- 


sides, impiiitlent,-even if there had heerr ^^^gsenj^otion would be to rob that gO- 
a gi'oiind for it; for who was to judge nerosfty df its grace. 


when Denmark might bf' ctmipletely 
tral or not ? i 

Mr. Hanhiny Tracey co«currca‘*l?rtbc T 
motion. l)ut, as to the ministers restoring 
the ships at tlio end of the war, he hoped 
that would not be exactly £W))lic^le ; for 
he oKpected that before tnattrime they 
would be out of power. 

IMr, liabington, thoujg?>dW thought the 
expedition justified, concurred in the ad¬ 
dress, on the same ^grounds as his hon. 
friend (Mr. VVdberforee). ^ 

Mr. Siuitov argued thac there wvas no 
ground for such an addre^, cithet^^^oiiu 
of justice, polity, or generosity^ We 
were justified in seizing the fleet, on the 
ground of necessity, wbetluT Denmaik 
bhould be considered as weak or as fios^ 
tile ; and therelbre could not be hound in 
justice to restore the ships after the course 
wdiich^i>iji4park had jaken at the time, 
and i?ubsequent to the event. . 


also would be absurd, flagrante hello; fo?^he seiaure of one-half 


it w^ould prove an obstacle t© future nego¬ 
tiation, and to our obtaiij j^ g pc|CO on such 
good terms as we might 
would be regarded, in fact, as! 
on the expedition, and, theicfor^ 
sec no ground for the motion, but a fo^ 
uiantic generojiiy, whicdi'jvas of no usV/| 
Mr. Baiju^ cou^d ijpt agi^vwith an 
hon. gent. ojithe|5ther jide, tljat the^‘'‘“" 
^•^esflon, wilier*bii* lawfyl prk 
not (for into tWat qiiestioij ho should 
now, go), were to be con^dcrod* 
same sort if capttwe as if tTiey had been 
taken tm the Jiiglv seas, durante bello^ He 
denied, that any conviction was entertained 
of any previous hostility on t ho ^ pe w rt /di^ 
towards this cajintry. Geptle- 
ift 


‘restor^V; 

rosity, he did 


ely on the plea of gente^ 
think that the object of tba 


J^'4^1$:yt’f,h2Ld never spolfcn wit^i 
anuyigPmlcman upon the subject* of the 

expedition, who did not, hovii^ggp^^ 
liigly its advocate, seem to think that 
mq degree of shaniB attached to i^. 

|at w as a feeling rather foreign to th^ 
sicxess that crowned the British arms tU 
general; and, as he thought that the con-^ 
ditional restoration of the ships in question * 
might serve, in some mca^^ure, to do away 
that imjJ^tation, he should feel it hi$ duty 
to vote for the motion of the noble lord.— 
Tffe house then divided : .^yes 4.4<, Noes • 
106 ; Majority against ifie motion 61. 


• ^ Hoi SE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, March 3 U * 
[Naboii of Oude.] Lqrd Archibaii Jla^ 
milton made his promised motion, for com-» 
pensatlon to be made to the Nabob of 
The pulicy^ | Oude for -the losses he l^ad^/oin^ by 


tern tor kps* 


and tlic very oiiibari*iassed state of bi^ 
finances, occasioned by the meapMres of' * 
|, marquis Wellesley’s goventment in l^dia^ 
The noble lord.spoke at cobsidei;c^fo 
length, but in so Ipw a voioi/that it^co^ 
jaot be heard distinctly from tho gajfory 5 
but, ax far as w^e could ^oUect, it wa« tp 
the followjpg effect; He obsovvoiJj 
the Papers laid ^fbre the hoqsq, ood 
rcceiif tk^aJ yj »*<SpoD the Qudy qU€»ti< 3 ®b/'*‘* 
relieved him from the necoftsity of ^ 
passing’’again upon their pal;i 6 M[m 
farther details; the honsQ had, [ 

epmc to 4 resolution upon tfo* suhjj^jq^ 
finals he wov^ admit, 
the cQn 4 upt\f the 
To this rejsolutioni ns it fifewte of 

majorhyof th^ H ' 



SmjI. . * R^L. DEBATBKf.B/jARCufsi, li^S.—NctM tf Oude. 

lieferi (hpug^^ coifld not ^ive^his jiri^ ‘ 
vate} assent to it. That resolution went to 
vindicate the conduct of the,noble :mar- 
' itpria^ upon the ground that he was*actuated J 
bjr an ardent«zeal |br the public service, 
and for the interests of country^^ But 


man had ventui^ed orvcould attelhpt 
leny, that the Nabob (^r»l)ude had 4^en 


, ho 
to deny 

treated with a degree of Jyramy, oppres¬ 
sion, cruelty, and injustice, almost without 
parallel, aiid which no conduct on his paruj 
deserved ; and that he had b^n forcibly | 
deprived of one half of his territorjj^ tvith-"^ 
out •even the semblance of'jiu^e. Ini] 
violation of all principioi he was forcedj 
,to sign a treaty in 1801, tdtadly^ diflereptd 
from that in 1798, tmd was plundered 
of his property, in defiance ^pY | 

principle of national It was, 

therefore, but an act of^TommSH^quity^ 
that the British parliament should m^ke, 
Shmi^ recompence to that prince/ T 
Directors of- the East India Compa'j ^ 
themselves, having perused the (Focuine^s 
respecting this aftair, were so imprej^d 
with a sense of the sufferings and oppres¬ 
sions heaped upon this unfortunate prince, 
that they had comedo a resolution, that 
compensation ought to be made to him ; 
but the proposition was defcateS by the 
Board .of Controul, under the influence 
of the noble iBrd opposite (lord Castle- 
/eagh), who acted on that occasion in vio¬ 
lation of the principles of justice, and the 
.honour and character of the British 
yernoient.. When two authorities in tlic 
eame branch of government, like the 
Court of Directors and the Board of Con¬ 
troul, were at variance upon a point so 
highly imeresting to the character of the 
- Briti^i goi^nm^nt, he thought *that house 
w^as the piwfj^f tribunal to decfde the" 
question.—The noble lord considered this 
transaction as paralleled only by the late 
outrage on Copenhagen. lie read a va¬ 
riety of extracts from the Oude Papers, 
Jqpmprehending. the several treaties from 


the time being, and the answers of such 
B.esident; from these hi^gued at length, 
the impolicy, injusticS>-««erit€lty, and 
foppression practised against th^ nabob, 
oontmry to the faith of treaties wftich had 
,feeen appip\pd hy the East India Com- 
?paiiy, and ibr*which he thought tW Nabplj 
OAlapensation. ndble lord 
If by moving the fiwlowing Reso- 
1 . That it appears to this housj&, 
r Treaty concluded in 1798 ^ 
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Teignmbuth (then sir ^John*ShrVe) j 
en Saadut Ali, Nabob^of Oude.>and 
iglish East India Company, the^n- 
iubsidy of 56 lacks 77,638 ^rupees, 
payable by the said nabeV* to the 

_ Jlast India Comprny, wa*? inf'ffeasied 

to the .annual sum of 76 laok/1 to be pdid 
by monthly kists of in::,talments : that^kthe 
nabob, by the said Tjeaty of 1798, agrees 
^co exert his utmost endeavours to dis- 
chaw^e the stipufated kists wdtlvpunctuality, 
but ii, contrary to the •sincere intentions 
of the said nabob, the payment of the kists 
should 'fall^into arrears, the said nabob 
Saidut Ali engages and promises that he 
will then give such security to the Com¬ 
pany for the discharge of the^existing ar¬ 
rears, and the future regular payment of 
the kists, as shajf be deemed satisfactory ; 
<that by the s?i'd Treaty it was also agreed, 
rhiK;^jdl«»^/ansactionB betw^een the two 
States, ^ shall be carried on with the great¬ 
est cordiality and harmony on both sides,^ 
and the said nabob * shall possess full au¬ 
thority tiver hfs household aitairs, heredi¬ 
tary domiil^s, his troops, and his sub¬ 
jects/ 2. Court of Directors of tlie 

said East India Hiompany did ajiprove 
of the said Treaty i^f 1798, and in May 
1799 declared it to be 'an arrangement 
redouncling highly to the honour of lord 
Teignr/quth, who negotiated it, likedy 
to op®ite to.thV reci[)rocal advantage of 
the CAnpany and tlic nabob vizierand 
that ' the atlairs of Oude were thus settled 
in a manner which bids fair to be per- 
Tnancnt." 3. That by a Treaty concluded 
in 1801 by the marquis Wellesley, then 
governor geiu'ral of India, thej^d Sa-adut 
All cedes to the East India ConqTapy in 
pp^rpetual sovereignly a portion of his 
territory, amounting in the gross yearly 
revenue (as is*stated in the said Treaty) to 
one crore jyid./iS'lacks of riipees, in lieu 
ofrll^vVipAlated subsidy, and agrees to ad- 
n(!iit ifie ti|-*ops of the said Company to be 
stationed 


such parts of his reimiinuig 
1793 to 1801; and al^o letters from lort^k^^i^tory as shall appear to tlieir go- 
-l^ellesley to the resident at Lucknow tor v^rnmeiit^ most \3.>|pe^ient, laud always to 


advise i^THi, anclfacf*voi coiifcrmity to, 
the^counsel of ftiQ oll^cers of 

any.* *4. Thai th^^ annual KeVe- 
egtof the said Ceded Provinces w'cre 
ated bJSMr. Henry Wellesley ^the 
lieut. governor) in iHe year immediately 
sucewding the said Treaty oilHOl, at up- 
of 1 crorc and 56 lacks of i*upees: 
fhat f Si^lement thereof was made lor the 
3 years next e^^ipg, at the animal reve¬ 
nue of one crore and 76 18cks for the first. 
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j^e crore and 80 lacks for the second, and 
^on^crdre arid 88 lacks fot the third (inde- 
peni^nt of the profit derivable from 4 mo- 
nopoiV, salt estimated at eleven Ujpks); 
and thllijt^the said Mr, Henry Well jsley, 
irii^.x^statcsd, that ^ he'' 



[iat>j|^e'si^eitJ^meiitof the Lan 
venue for period of 3. years, 

vvuuld not be less^si^n two crores of ru¬ 
pees, and that Uie Revenue of the 
Provinces when fully\jultivated would 


lunount to two crores and titty Jacks ru¬ 
pees/ which is JK^arly double tlye atnount 
ot' subsidy payable by the nabolJ under 
the former Treaty of 1798. 5. That the 

said nabob Saadut Ali did positively and 1^ 
^repeatedly reject and resist the said Cession | 
Treaty of 1^01, during a negociation pro-1 
traqjted ibr many months; and that it was | 
not till a declaration wa^^ade to him, in 
the most explicit terms, thaUin case of hi« 
refusal it was the resolution of'ib^Br;<i4^ 
government to assume the entire civil and 
military government of the province of 
Oude, tliat his assent was obtained. 6. 
That the British governm^it in India are 
hound in honour, in justice, mAI policy, to 
reconsider and revise mentioned 

Treaty of 1801, in ordc,'‘to ascertain whe¬ 
ther it will not admit of such modification 
as may ultimately prove more satisfactory 
to tiie nabob of Oude, and at tjie same 
lime be productive of reciprocal advau- 
tage to his highness aiid^ih*^ CoiT?^rty.'' 

Mr. U, Dwtdais said, that he whs sur¬ 
prised that the house should now be called 
upon to discuss the same question which 
had been already decided on, by a resoh> 
tion, in which tlie last resolution of the 
noble lord'was not only negatived, but 
on \^liich Ci^e house pronounced an opi¬ 
nion, approving of lord Wellesley's ^^1- 
ministration. He should, therefore, do littlf? 
more than refer the noble lord to that^de- 
cision, convinced, that\^erej[he now to 
go over again the argunieri;|.drbr':;wlyi 
adduced, he should he tresmsslrig iSi- 
uecessarily upon the time and ^jatienco of 
the house. Were the house of comvaoi);!' 
now to agree^ the noble lord's resolutions, 
they wouW-^ntradict uieir oftii decision. 
The noble lords (’ad not Shew, in any p/urt of 
iffffipecch, )lo^y^>Lilis hicpusisfei'<:y cour^^ be 
avoided. Th^* noble lord had not Marjd 
to tile hoi||Se how hj intende4'(fhat tKe Jj jb 
should be indemnified. If he meant that the 
tevritcu’y w'l;^ch had been taken fro»ia him 
siiould be restored, he^would find it v^y 
difficult to transler the people of liTfdta frofti 
flie governor of the India Company 


[im 

thalb? theyr old masters. This could 
not be dpne, he was Isure, without exciting 
muqli discontent, and^ perhaps, not with-^ ^ 
out consider,abie resistance on jheir part/^ 
If the aoble lord that the compeim- 
]* tion should be made 'ih the^form of aub^ 
sidy,^he ought Sip have stated the mode 
of doing it, and^to ha?e shewn himself pre- 
pai^d to solvc/all the difficulties which 
irAist prcsi^nt tlj^jmselves to every one BS 
to the nianne*/of giving ellect to his Reso^ 
sultion. Tlje noble lord had not gone into 
any detail ^ prove that the nabob had 
TTfceif called upoiitto contribute more tfiaa 
he was epund to do by the tneaty of 1798; 
jpip, he writs reajjy to contend, that the na- 
bpb had. p^t•beell obliged to contribute 
more than under that treaty he would have 
Ik ^ ibSund to do, when the number of 

troops employed upon his frontier was . 
taken ^VULO consideration, Upon - 


these 

tilids, therefore, he should iecl it his 
i^y to move the previous question 
fi* the Resolutions bu| the last, which: 
called for a revision of a treaty that had 
sanction of the Commissioners for the 
ifairs of India, and this he was prepared 
to meet with a direct negative. 

Mr. H. Martin tdok a view of the state 
of the parties in 1801, and of the cirtium- 
stances which led to the treaty. He con- 
t^'pded, that there was not the smallest 
ground at that time for th4 interference of 
the governor-general in the affairs of th© . 
nfibob, wlio had religiously observed all 
the stipulations of the treaty concluded 
in 1798, by sir John Shore, lie expire ted, 
at least, that some necessity for the viola¬ 
tion of this treaty would have been at*- 
tempted to be established; but no such 
attempt had been nuid<i, and it appeared 
to be infringed merely to giy^ effect to a 
systenf of aggrandisemenT^ W'hich loixl 
Wellesley had'adopted, and w'as deter-^ 
mined at all events to pursue. The kists 
were not even in arrear, and the company 
had derived all the advantage from the 
treaty of 1798 Uiat ev(;r* was expected 
^froiii it. It was ^id, indeed, that by this 
treaty the nabob woukl have contributed 
as much gs he did at present. But, iri 
answer to this hp^tated, that the compaiiy 
were obliged (o keep up a force of not* 
less than 11, and not more than 13,0p& 
troops for 75 lacs of rupees, to be paid by, 
the nabob; and till the subsidy was 
fqsed tol)e paid, wdiich it-fftver was;:*WO 
certainly Ir^ no right whh4e\ter t6 
upon his teri%)ry. We were Ailed upon 
consult the feelings of the niitives of 



MaiksiIi, 

we dtightHilio to eoAsmef wh&.1>| if 1 govern ill, use it against ' 

, liltiSt h{l^ been tneir feelings on ^seeiAg a So it was with the people of India ;* if Sve • 
tii^eety so umiecessatily atm Wan- gove^d them with justice and mo^era- 
^ tOtoljr' Isolated. At*d when it^w^s Stated, tion fe may expect their support.'bat if 
* * the country Wl^ in stich a state of, we cfcpress and tyranniae ovpr-,^oeni we 
TOtfrder, that &J1 softs Of crimes wei*e c6m- must fexpect revolt and /^sista* •' T|)^ ‘ 
^ ' l^fttOd With impumt|j^, it^pght a|sO to be hon. gOnt. denied that^h^ttea^y hacf'ev^er 
' shewn, that the security {ne British feo- been approved of by thV'-onrrof directors, ^ 
Vemment in India was Yndangered rby for it was one of thf?fir grounds of com- 
I the^ disorders. He conflJ#^ed<)y declare plaint that the tre^^Jr^had never been siib- 
ing bis intention to Soppori the Resolu- mitteSl to the Q7firt. All that he indivi- 
tions of hia noble friend. i * daalty ever‘did w^as to put Iff s name to a 

^r. Jft. Thomitm lamented tei sed so thip^ letter, which pleasure was expressed 
jin attetidance upon a discussion sa ihtcr-'*^ that the, treaty had given satisfaction ; but 
esting to tlte national charaj^r. He at that rime he was quite ignorant of the 
thbught the house on a foimer night IwA circumstances under which it was con- 
behaved worse even than lorif Welleffloy eluded. 

" himself, in the manner in which t^y had Mr. ITotvarth. —Sir, lam noWarcustomed 

fid of the charges brought again^iim. to address this house, or to speak in piib- 
He was not fond of rene^y ^U hsi^ates upon lie, and theri^re I should do it witli 
the Bam« question, but he thought ihere great efnbarril^ment at any time, but j)ai - 
was better grounds for renewing tl^lvlv ftotv, when many gentlemen arc 

on the present quej^tion, than ‘cm calling for the question, and seem to wish 
many others, thewgh he did not flaftw to put an end to the debate. I shall, thcre- 
himself that the result would be diflercpt fore, contract ^the little 1 intended to say 
Jrom what it had been. The treaty whidlh on this 8cc|isimi, and yield as soon and 
was now under discussion, he declared, as much aS|Lcan, to the impatience oi’ 

, did not deserve that iiame, for to a treaty the house. that little is exposed 

the i^ept of two parties was requisite, and to so many discOmhgetnents, that 1 sliouid 
themiibob certainly never had voluntarily probably have conftned myself to vot- 
given bis assent to that of 1801. It wg"s ing on the question, if rny long rcsi- 
alledged, that it w’ould be difficult to He- deuce ii\ India had not furnished me 
ecind the treaty? but nothing should ever with j|||ymatiori which 1 hope will be 
be considered'as difficult which waSrigJjt, thougiyto tlcSferw some attention.—I am 
Olid if we had any regard fo justice or na- not surprised that the lion. President of 
tional character, certainly some coinpen- the Board of Controiil should liave shewn, 
^tiotr ought to be granted to the nabob a vigorous disinclination to any fur- 
fdr the wrong he had sustained, however flier cliscussit n of the subject. I have no 
' difficult it might be to find out the proper doubt that, if the w hole of the transactions 
tbqde of compensation. The treaty w*as in Oude w^cre to be buried inyibliv ion, it 
.said to hwfe originated in friendship, but would afford pecuTiar satisfaction ta the 
‘ if it began mj^yii sidsbip it ended in^cruel-^^fidends of the noble marquis. Sir, wc 
ty and injdstice. « The, noble marquis rau^t look to the exhausted state of the 
seemed to have carried a Sample of French treasury in tl'alcutla fur the, .secret spring • 
fratemteation to India. The treaty W'as and first j|ost«*/..V?nt of his lordship in 
really a sort of Oallicanhug, in which the *^ifggary begot necessity, and 

nqblfe ittarquii had squeezed the nabob to n^es^ity (C'eated the measure of quarter- 
death.* One tmght as vffell call a robbery ing a greaf part of the Bengal army on 
Committed by a footpad, on a traveller on* 'Ihe country, or woviding fqr it at the cx- 
, l^tlslow-Hfeath, & treaty! If the tyrant pence of nabW Wantvf money, and 
inriio "barf desolated Europe sffbuld ever no other, ^s the! irud^-f ause ffr this aAcl 
. i^jkch'our East India poSwigsioms,^and find other jnjustioe dW to thoinafejqJ^ 

’ibt$ hdart$ of the people ulienated from ^yil^imefof pretences been .set up 
tls, and our name connected with injustice ifdj^nce of^. tlfese measures, except^the 
and opprSssiom he called Upon the house tla4*^ne. Digress drcHte you bate iKcse 
<0 reflect wj^at an advantage he would courses, and who was the author of the 
^ve over us.V Wijen Trajan put a sword distress who, but the noble ftiarquls him- 
Iwi the hj^ndS of the ptefec^f the Pr6to- I ^ xtravagaflcc produces violence, 

Batins, hfe made of thes^., words, and then you defend the violence by tli^ 

^ iof^ as 1 gdv^ well, it ip my extravagance. I^ben political necessity 
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vas pleaded, I did expect that re; sons of 
drover-ruling nature, some iinmin, ntdan- 
instant cause of appre^ eusioii, 

• acfrintting of no debate, would ha! e been 
statem^|j»*fw4JnitG at least, if noUto* justify 
the in justice, and 
Ihe indi^ij 4 fiJwrAy;e galling tlian injustice, 
with vvhi( l?th(\|abob of Oucle, as well as 


niHJiy other Ijirlia 
treated. Instead •fl 
or even alledged, wlia' 


priijees, have been 
ch a case m^\de 
, _ hiias the President 

of the Boai^ of (Jonlroul advftneed r WliyJ 
first he glanced at the suppos 1 ti 4 )n of -aiv 
invasion of Oude by J^emaun ^hah, and, 
in glancing at it only, 1 confess he has I 
‘ sIk'wji his discretion. Why, sir, at the * 
• very period allotted to this pretended in- 
vasu)n, Shah was in his grtve. 

Lord Wellesley in lim letter of .tan. I, 

1 80l 2, siys to the Directors, The danjjer 
of invasion IVom (Jandahar k cnlirelyje- 
inoved by tin* destruction of VicTpower of 
Zeinaun Shah, and by the actual stale of, 
bis dominions ; wbile our nortli-western 
frontier has b(H*n eons'doivbly strengthen¬ 
ed by the recent arrang<‘hiefts elfected in 
Oude.’^ I'lie airang<nn(;^*ts alludiid to 
consisted of nothiifg‘4ihe exaction of 
money and territory from the nabob, con¬ 
trary to tbe most isolomn treaties, and in 
^•li^iolation not only of every principle of 
^>od faith but of common Immaiiity ; and 
for what purpose ? 'lb [irovii^fTascainst a 
danger, which ^vas entirMy reii^.oved, if 
ever it existed, ihu the hon. Prtvsident 
says, * The h'limrli wa*re in Alexandria 
and this was anollirr ne('essity for ta\t^ig 
the nabob of Oiuie. I\Iy ('onvielion is, 
that, if they liati nuuaiiied in imdiNtnrbed 
possession ot AU xarnlria to 11present day, 
thet*y coul^l not havi^ lnviuli‘d liulia from 
that quarter, nor did they e\er inteu^d ii*. 
They Inul no lleet or transports in thd Red 
Sea, nor had they the uHnuiior materials 
for building ships lh(*re‘lA;:*‘/*> Jind provi¬ 
sions or e\en fi\ sh water at S-lez',*'tVjuV'J to 
so great an einbaiL-ition, ;|id,solonga 
voyage, of whieli the navioaliou for a fleet 
from Sue/ to,the Ind.inrsea is pi‘rha'[)s itie 
most dilliyjJ/ and daii,»cTous iv the world. 
And cwTIi then, \mli*')S the Fruich could 

.the V>idian 


[1298 

* * « 

.of aft thcse*frauds and cruelties, which are 
c.fllcd’policy ; see into what a situation 
tlfey have brought you at last. Have you 
extendtid your dominions ? Yl^s, in viola¬ 
tion ol‘ the rtisolutions of 4;his house, con- 
firme*d and m:^li‘ law^ by two acts of par- ^ 
li^iilient. Yoit*havft a frontier, w hich you * 
cannot defew^ and you have alienated the 
^ittections of the native powers, who w’ait 
on^^ for^ai^yfiportimity to make you feel 
iheir' hatred, and I am afraid that issue 
w ill b^^ tru'd at no very distant period. In 
kthu mean \ime, what profit have yort de- 
rivedVfrom .this boasted increase o^l* your 
dominions ? Your r*siablislmients have 
grown ing(d4 faster than evtui your terri¬ 
tory 3 w'itli all your immense acquisitions, 
wdtl\,.,sxll your subsidiary tr<‘aties, with the 
Mysore, the Dee an, the (\\ruatic and 
Oude, with r< kingdoms added to your 
poioCssions, your annual expenccs exceed 


la venues by two millions aiuU-y^lL. 
^bt a rnpi'e In y^uir treasury at (.\iic'itta, 

i atJ.'’ort'St. <h;orge, 
val circulation, ne 
ihiis, sir, have all th 


oi'*liombay; m gene- 
)thiug but p:qJor, and 
those cxiortioiis, which 
are termed jmlicy, ended in your own 
beggary. I state ihe general effect of tlih 
policy I allude to, as embracing all India. 
The tteatmerit of the nabob of Oude is a 
•sample of that policy, and a striking ex¬ 
ample of its effect.—P;!t perhaps it may* 
b(‘ said, that this commercial sovereijjii, 
<lie India OompanV, though not ver\ wise 
,or fortunate in tire exerciN<', of their sove¬ 
reignty, h ive been prudent and successful 
m their clvaratter of merchants?' In an 
evil hour for theniselves, they departed 
from the onl\^ occupation it v/as possible 
for them to uudorstanil. Lookjit their si¬ 
tuation in Leaden-HairStrei't. TItere you 
see tkoni overvvliclmef^o^'^l debts, and in 
arrear to govei'iimeift even for the duties 
on their teas, tlic only article they can 
fell; loaded with enormous establishments, 
which it is impossible for them to .defray 
otherwise than running*more apd more 
into debt, and with a liuiititude of oftier 
tlemands upon them, ^aclive and growing 
every doA^ and against w hich they have 
nothing TO set^ but an accumulation of 
dead or dormant property, locketl up and 
rotting in their warehouses for w^ant of a 
sale; •‘which does not however .prevent 
th(‘ir constantly taking up more mid more 
ships af an intolerable" ex A?cc of freigifit 
Perhaps he* will have no objection*to an- j“•md cliarj^, to bring caroms 

’ ' of the saiTK^qualityj and to ay all 

chance or even ihe jiossibility of selling 
what they have already ui England. ^ Add 
• 40 ^ ^ - 


jjbfaii# a naval siqi.iTlority, 
sj^as, how could they p*>ssibly*gct b’ India 
from Egypt? Tlie lionM^-jIt'sidont sc(')ms 
arerse t8 furthePdiscussion on the [innest 
prin^'iple of lord Wellc^,ley\s (;nuduct, 
Perhaps he* will have no objection to an¬ 
swer a few questions upon tb * ?>f,it. 

^Wftat has been gained ^»y these acts of in¬ 
justice and opm’<|ssiott } |Look at the result 
VoL. X. ♦ 


V 
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were rare and feeble, in comparison wit 
information given us by an hon. men 


im] 

id {ill this, that every sbillingof theificapi^- 
tal J>gone, And will iliis house never asl(, 
by Whose frayd or misconduct, by whojse 
treachery or whose folly, all this mass of 
mischief has accamulated ? Have we been 
«taken by surprise ? Have thfe India Com- 
pkny till very lately Seen quite unaware 
of their situation ? Has no Warning voicf 
b,een heard in this house ? JJave <io pow-' 
erful appeals been made to tV? public^in 
writing on this subject ? Yes, sir. some of 
the worthy directors have now^nd^ then 
gently hinted at the mismanagement "of vision 
Uieir governments, and at the‘misconduct 
of their servants in India, W^r whom they, 
had no controul. But these''iM^^iiuations 

with 

by an hon.lWend 
of mine (Sir Philip Francis) who is no long¬ 
er a member of this house. From year 
fo .year as the mischiefs increased his I 
Spe«eh%s kept pace with them. FfoinN 
year to year, I mighj; almost say from day^ 
to day, his talents and his industry werej] 
jemployed in exposing the fatal folly oft 
that destructive system, which has been 
adopted by your governnient in India, 
and encouraged and projected in England, 
and tho ruinous consequences which would 
result from it. His performance of this 
invidious duty was not conhued to 
speeches here. liis writings addressed to 
tna public predicted every thing that has 
happened ; writings, sir, as remarkable for 
fhe clearness, the purity, and precision of 
their style, as they are for the comprehen- 
iive knowledge they contain of the sub¬ 
lets on which they treated ; and 1 believe, 
aict it would be as. dTifficult to find a person, 

’ who has displayed in your Indian affairs 
.more ability,* mor^erseverance, dnd more 
^integrity, as would be to find arfother 
Instance of a nian, who has deserved more 
Tof h 4 s'c 0 untrv> and whose merits havebeeg 
•$o ill rewarded, as those of the hon. gent 
; I allude to.— sir, on a full coiiside- 

; vation of the ii^ustice which has marked 
j conduct of the noblg lord jn Oude, the 
with which the nabob has been 
;4re8ii|t^ and the cruel ctfpum^ances of 
'^^galUng aggravation wi4k^which it has 
'^^p^n aoebmpanied, and above all, sir, on 
. effect which it has produced^ in the 
: iinindS/Of the native powers in Indii 1 feel 
^^irely diag^d' ^ with tbo noble 
who forward this motioi^ 

or restitution which 
of .the cai^ will admit 
Eesj^’Urtity-of British dominion 

depends greatly on opinion, an(j[ 




tliei efor| I shall be ready to suMbrt?»th^ 
and evepy other measure, that may tejp 
to retriye the national character in^cne 
eyes off be natives. . / 

/The question was then JjFv^diyValjed 
for, and a division took /^iac^. 
first Kcsplution 20; previous*^ 

question 80 ; Majorit^jr^sdi). — Strangers 
were not readmitte(F^fore the adjourn¬ 
ment. ©The previj^ fjuestion was car- 
wed uoon all, the other Resolutions but 
the last; which w^as negatived without a 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Fridayj April 1. 

The Duke of Norfolk, after reTerring to 
the late of the Ofiices in Reversion bill, 
pr«;scntcd a Petition from the lord mayor, 
aldermen* *^d common council of the 
city of London, expressive of their regret, 
that the bill which had this salutary ob¬ 
ject in view, should have been defeated, 
and praying thaf steps might be taken for 
carrying int(J*elfcct a Bill so necessary 
under the present circumstances of the 
country. Ordere(!h4o lie on the table. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

* Friday, April I. 

[MiRuTiSs,] ^ Mr. Bankes reported, 
from th^ Lfommittec appointed to try and 
determine the merits of the Petitions com¬ 
plaining of an undue Election and return 
fotf iht county of Sussex, that John Fuller, 
esq. l»ad been duly elected, and that the 
petitions were not frivolous nor vexa¬ 
tious.—The bill for preventinfj^the grant 
of Places in Reversion, for a time to be 
limfted, was read a second time. 

PEfriTlON FROM LoNDON, RESPECTING THE 

Offices in 1^ejve|^;on Bill.] The Sheriffs 
«<>f to the house, a Petition 

of the ^lord tjayor, aldermen, and commons 
bf the city If London, in common council 
a(iisen),blLd, settings forth, “ That the peti¬ 
tioners have, during a long course of pub¬ 
lic events, productive of so iWiyjcalami- 
ties,ypatidntly submitted to unexampled 
burtnen^, ai^d 'are stiff ready to mafiJe slSHP 
further sacrifices,.as may be necessary for 
m|intairfing tfi^ honour ^nd indenendeixe 
of the realm ; and that these ourthens 
have ibeeu considerably' augpnenteli by 
gV<m abuses ill the. management and ex¬ 
pend itonrr of the public money, and Ijy a. 
profusion of sinetHire places and pensions/ 
which have not aiily'*giteatly added to the 
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ji^^uderings of tie people, but create 
^jicious and dangerous influencc,Jfeorriipt 
iu|r and undermining the pure tmd free 
. pth^ciples of the British constitution ; and 
enormous abuses bAught |o 
Commissions of En- 
^qmry, i\is^n\tfcer of deep concern to 
the petifi^ei^that the offenders thereby 
discovered have'*^t been brought to jus¬ 
tice, and those wjid'teo grossly misapplied, 
the public money hitherto •escaped 
with imphnity^ and the petitioj^rs dW 
therefore rely upon parliament that speedy 
and effectuai measures^ would ^have been1| 
adopted to reform such abtjses, and detect 
and punish the ollenders in future ; and* 

* that the p«Hitionors viewed with much sa¬ 
tisfaction, the formation of a Committee of 
Kinance, and hailed tlie introduction into 
the house of a Bill to prevent the granting 
of places ill reversion as the iiilit step •to¬ 
wards these salutary refonwations ; they 
beheld with increased satisfaction the. 
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in pcversioti as othtfrwise, as the best meaqs 
of consolidating the strength of the ehi- 
pire> and calling forth the united energies 
and oxei^tions of the peoples at a time io 
necessary for the safety and security of 
his majesty's doiirtnions.*'—Ordered to lie 
upon the tabfe. ^ » 

[Assessed Taxes and Game Duties.] 
The ChancMr qf the Exchequer, in a com¬ 
mittee •f w^ys and means, rose, to submit 
the .pWeiynions, of which he had given 
notice. Inspecting the transfer of the duty 
for l?benoes to shoot game, from the §tamp 
Duty to the Assessed Taxes, and for con- 
solidatjing the additional >0 per cent, with 
the Assessed^ Taxes, to the consideration 
of tluJ committee. As to the first point, 
he should only observe, that it was noto¬ 
rious that the duty was evaded in a va¬ 
riety of casj*s, a circumstance which 
could not take place when the duty was 
transferred to the Assessed Taxes, in eon- 
/sequence of the mode in which Fife As- 


measures taken by the house, both during; J'sessed,Taxes were collected. Upon this 
the late and jiresent sessions of parliament, 1 hhad, therefore, he should propose a Re- 
to carry the same into ; *and that it I solution to the committee, that the pre- 
’ ' * ^ - - «— sent duties on Game licences do cease, m 

order that others should be granted in tfae 
Assessed Taxes ui lieu of them. When 
the Hill that was to be founded upon this 
resolution, should be brought in, gentle- 
jtmen would have an opportunity of con¬ 
sidering how far the ptovisions it was to 
contain would be efficient to its object. 
[’Under the present system, much incon¬ 
venience was felt by those gentlemen who 
happened to reside at a distance from the 
county town, in obtaining their cert^ 
cates iVoHi the clerk of the peace. Tins 
inconvenience would be wholly roBaotved, 
by the arrangement .which he proposed, 
for the certificates woiild be fortv^irfled to 
the Collector of th^i district, to be issued 
on the pn»duction, by the person requiring 
it, of the receipt for the payment of the 
duty. Since the subject had been under 
his consideraticln, several communications 
had been received, which represented 
that the evasion# were chiefly pi'actised 
by persons pretending that they >vere 
shootiiiif wooifcocks and snipes, whilst, in 
reality, they v?ere engaged in pursuit jrf 
game. In order to remove this source pt 
evasi/in, therefore, it was deemed deftif- 
able to include wood^cks and ’snipes jn 
the enumeration q f other 
positioi^hat he hdfrto suA^td ^he com¬ 
mittee, a resolution•STthe coos^i- 
dation of the 10 per cent, additional to 
the Assessed Taxes year be- 


was with grief and disappointment they 
observed the views* j^nd 'fctentions of the 
house unhappily frustrated; and they 
have too much rpason to apprehend that 
the defeat of this measure has arisen from 
that baneful and predominating influence 
winch such abuses must neccsjyjtff ly create, 
and which this Bill w,as intended to cor¬ 
rect ; and that it appears to the petiti¬ 
oners at all times essential il>v\t/ a rigid 
economy should be observed in\lhe tx- 
penditure of the public money, a^d ftiat 
no places or pensions should be beet owed 
but for real public services, more jrarticu- 
larly so 14 the present moment, when it is 
declared, ' that this country is at^rtm very 
crisis of its fate,' and the people ar^alled 
upon forsych unexampled-sacrifices and 
exertions; they beg liriheirto suggest to 
,the house, the serious conseuiIILii^>J?^ke^’ 
to result should a dispositioji .be 'evinced 
by either branch of the legislature, at a 
period so awful and momentous,jnot to 
.participate^.Jvith the people in their dan¬ 
gers, ^cfifices, and privatiotisj and there- 
■.praying- tlie house no^to /T.lax in 
’*^eir endeavours in cArryiu^so necessary 
‘ ajf^d'’benefitial a measure.into pfiect, and 
4Causin^ enquiries to be made into thg re¬ 
ceipt, management, and expenditure of 
the public money, adopting ftieasu^es- 
which may effectually guard against 
^ abuses in future, and for abolishing all 
unnepemry pensions, as well,j 
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fore the last, with the Assessed'Taxes. It 
would be remembered, that at the tiifte 
this additioii had been brought fonvard to 
make up tlnT deficiency in the and 

means of the year, which liafti atiseii from 
the abandonment of tlie ijion tax. ^The 
* stage of the session did not admit of that 
mature consideration which^^ ds desirable. 
The consequence was, therefore, that hi* 
almost every instance thcr<fA^^e jPr^iction- 
al payments, whic h the committ^i would 
feol it rigJit to do aw^ay. For thft purpose, 
Jie p^'oposed to add per cent.^'upon the pi 
wliole,rand in all the km^er classes to re-^ 
duce the payment, in casr of a fraction, to 
the next integer ; and in the*liigher^classes* 
to raise it to the integer iinfnedialely* 
above, so that the v\hole addition being at 
the rate c>f one in filly, wmiild give an ad¬ 
dition of 110,000/, ujion 500,000/. the 

present dinount of the Assessed Taxes. 
Suit, die elleet of low oring the fractional 
payments to tlie next integer below theqe ' 
in the inferior would be to^redi/ce 

that sum to about 107,d00/, in the year.' 
For instance, the ainonnt of Assessed I’axes 
for a house having more than six win¬ 
dows, and not worth more than 5/. rent, 
was at present lb’, id, and would, accord¬ 
ing to the rate of addition propo.^ed ,by 
him, be raised to O.v. H\d ; but, according*' 
•lo the stale of reduction he had in con¬ 
templation, It would be lowered to tis. ()d, 
tli<i sixjitMice being the immediate integei* 
bcIow' the Iractional sum. In the higher 
classes, on the contrary, the payment 
would be l arricd to the integer above tin*. 
,^‘action. There would be a conseque nt 
fkcroase upon the lower classes, but tlie 
addition on the higher classes would 
coinpeijsatc for that, and make the aug- 
‘mcuiatiou u[)qn the whole l()7,b00/4 lie 
therefore moved, That it is the opinion 
of the (knninittce, that the present duties 
on Came Licences and the Assessed 
Taxes do cease and determine, in order 

that other duti^k be granted in lieu thcre- 

* 

Mr. N, Calvert ^ thofight the regula¬ 
tions proposed by the ^vght hon. gent, 
for transferring the duties on ^Licences 
for shooting game, from the Stamps to the 
Assessed Taxes very good, but suggested, 
that there should be duplicates of the re¬ 
ceipts given (or the amount of the duty, in 
that w ho paid the duty 

Wght haviJ^KMcthing to shevi^^f proof oP 

axpressed his re- 

glcsetHhat there was- no clause in any ob 
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the As^ssed Taxes bill which subj^cte 
assessoii guilty of making surcharj 


wanton^*, to the payment of costs, 
.surchanjes should not be confirmed^ 


He 


was conviticcd that poweiyr u^n^io 
given for subjecting peir-oi^of)yht*‘<|/iw< 
scription to the pavmcJ6Sno£»«»^.' ' 


scription to the p: 

Mr. T. Jones also 
wlj 


i^lained 


of the 
surcharges were 
heti that some mode 


wanton manner in 
often rpade, and 
of prevention mi^t be found consistent 
with tRi bona fide collectjon of the reve¬ 
nue. I 

Mr. BtddidpJi said, there w^crc other ob¬ 
jects w orth thfc right hon. gent’s attention, 
before imposing new taxes; lie meant 
measures of reform. He would go along 
with him cevlainly in preveiitftig frauds 
and evasions. But he thought it wordd 
be^hetter if the right hon. gent, had come 
clown with a paper in his hand of the de¬ 
faulters of foi*mer years. 

^ Mr. Hnskisso?i could not conceive in 
what possible shape an account of this 
kind coulcj he brought befon* the house, 
or of w'hat usl it* would be to tiie r< \enue. 
If it coultl be iijiide out, it woultl c-f couise 
be granted like'oth^r account;, lelaiing to 
the public money, on a motion lor tliat 
purpose. 

Mr. Biddidpli was not lh( n ]jr(‘par(*(l lo 
specify Ijhe heads, but would m»|uirc into 
tlie sul^tWwith a mow to a sjjecdic mo¬ 
tion.—djiie Kesolurions were ttieii agreed 
to. 

[Pe'^tions AC. a ins r the Orders in 
C i^uNcj'TL.] The house resolved Itself into 
a ('OYjlmittc e of thc^ w hole hoii'^e, for the 
furthc^^r coicsideration of the Petitions 
against Uu; Ordeis^ in (’omieil. iVir. 
Brou:;,ham was then called to tKe bar, ifiid 
addR’,;soed the house in a very able and 
eloqifient speccdi of tiiree hours length m 
support of tlfe'i prayer of the Potilioners.— 
Alter die learned counsel had linished, lie 
witlKiri^WTand a convm’sation arose on the 
expedic ivyttf hearing further evidence.— 
The Chjyicellor of tlie Lxchequei, Mr. 
Mairrott, Mr. Stephens, ancksir (\ Price, 
contcwdc'd, t|;iat iT llie house W4;;rethen to 
take any itep on the evidinc-eTTiat hnd 
already be^u adduced* jl would be ii^com^^ 
plete ignorSnee of the suli^^ect. It was 
tluirefortt proposed liy them *to examine 
wifnesses, va ho'might fiTl up llfo chasm 
left by^ those who had been examined. 
JS^r. Tierney, Mr Wliitbreaff, l)r. Lau- 
re^ifbe, Mr. Porisonby, and Mr. A. Baring> 
expressed their saii-sfaction to find, thal it| 
was at length intended blithe hon. gent. 
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to enter into a full investivlation 
of t^s most important subject. Mr/ Ticr- 
neyj5*eclared his intention of moviig for 
llie attVttlance at the bar of the .31 gen¬ 
ii signed the Pj^tition in 

in Council presented 
by an hon>,.^a^./V)at tlicy might com¬ 
municate to the>iiouse the information 
which they describeiC themselves to pos¬ 
sess.—U was ultinifttei^t agreed ih^t tlw 
( hainnan s-hyuld report"i^rogrcss, aijd ask 
leave to sit again.; ami the fioiise leaving 
been rt sinned, the eoimnittee* was ap¬ 
pointed to sit again on Monday, for which 
(lay, on the motion of the Chancellor of 
tjie extheijuer, several witnesses were 
ordeied to be summoned. 


• nocsE OF co'mmons. 

Mondayf April i. 

[Condcct of Makuliis Welle.slev] 

i\lr. if. Wclleslep said he wa^AJtitler the 
luu cssily of trespassing for a few mo¬ 
ments upon the time of the house, in con- 
:i(ajiienci- of a gross misrepw’eseritjtion (in¬ 
stated in a morning paper callt^fl the Times) 
ot .several passages in the speech delivered 
by an bon. director’ An Thursday last. 
Mr. Wellesley observed, that the state¬ 
ment contained iu* the paper which he 
Vield in his hand, was directly and abso¬ 
lutely contradictory to the whole |enor of 
the hon. gent.’.s speecli, at least ^feli’jfr as it 
related ptu sonally to Idl’d *VVellc!5ey and 
liimself; as \Nhatev(*r opinions that hon. 
gent, might have expre.^sed wilh’Ne'^pcct 
to the general arrangements in OucW, Ig- 
entirely disclaimed any imj)utatiens^f a 
jiersonal kiml. lie was persuaded [that 
the house would feel ''hh him, flfct to 
i^uli^r unsrejVesimtationsofsuchaten^iK y 
to go forth uncontradicted in a ]>apc^^f a 
general and (‘xtensive circulation,, cftuld 
ttotfail to lie* highly injurious lo tlld cha¬ 
racter of the individuals alluded to^iucl 
therefore that he need to make no apology 
I’or having brought the subject ore the 
house. As, however, he was filing to 
believe that* the inisfijpresentatioiis of 
which he complained were inten|ional 
on the jTavt of the persons coiwer^d in 
iWpaj^ r to which lu? allud(Kl>^e Aould, 
w ith the lea^ of the hhuse, rest satisfied 
the ’subject under its 
notice, in*thc hope that th’is w^ould he* a 
Miilicfent warning to those persijys 
be more cauTious and ii^ore accurate in 
turc, • 

t Mr. R. Thornton said,iie understood his 
iJpeech on a fortiaer^ cten^ig to be the one 
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alluded^ to, and remarked that several 
friehds had stated to him how muci\ it was 
misrepre.seijted, w hich afterwards was con¬ 
firmed b*y liis own perusal of wiiat w'us at¬ 
tributed to him. . "fliougU he had ani¬ 
madverted strongly on the general system ^ 
of policy in liidiat and the particular 
transactions hyOude, he had pointedly 
skgTiified, that no meant to impute nothing 
(lisri^^peW^yf the personal character of 
the nobleH^rquis, or of the honourable 
gcntleivan ’himself. Had he been only 
Silent as to every |hing of a personal t^n- 
uency, the allusions in tjie new’spaper 
XVOuUl have been highly unjustifiable ; but 
wlym hj^ lt;id,*in two sejiarate debates, 
a*dopted tlm language thrown out as a 
challenge by an hon. baronet (sir John 
Anslruther), and admitted, with him, that 
there was no wlTcre an attempt to wound 
the noble marquis by personariiisinua- 

a isf Mr. Thornton thought it very imfor- 
ate that the erroneous and clumsy re- 
fjorfctT of a newspaper sfliould mislead the 
miblic mind. Tie believed the misrejire- 
sentation arose from accident, not from 
design, and therefore hoped no further 
steps waiuld be taki'ti against the proprie-* 
tors of the paper in (pu'stujii. 

The Speaker hoped the house would ex- 
(*i^^e him for rcinarking, that however the 
jnactice might hav(‘ beevi tolerate<], the • 
house was always at liberty to limit, and 
ifnecessury, to punish, any abuse of it* 
lU’ivileues, in tlic publicaiion of w'hai pur- 
port(‘d to be reports of its procei dings. At 
piesent, lie did not understand tllIl^^^w 
(‘omplaint was about to be made vvith^i^ 
vit‘w to the animadversion of the. house. 

[SessKx Ei.ec'I’ion Petition.] JVIn'C'. 
Wynne rose, [iiirsuant notice, to*move 
that lhi‘ iiiiiiutes of the CMynmittee ap¬ 
pointed to try the rntrlts of the Petition 
.igainst the election and return for the 
county of Sussex, should he laid before 
the house. As the motion was one rather 
mmsucil in its nature, he^fcliought Ijiniself 
called on to state the grounds on which it 
was made. A rAotion^was made, before 
the comrnjttee was appointeil, for an ex¬ 
change of the lists of objectionable, votes 
both sides, which motion was nega-- 
tived. The consequence was, that when 
the eoifimittee met, and proceeded-to in¬ 
vestigate the merits of th^ of M\\ 

tyKSergisoiVi^iey w’ere 
fj^l tering at^it into an exaiti' 

merits, because they considered\hemselves 
as precluded, by* the resolution of the 
house, from examining the validity of those! 


cline en- 
ion of its? 
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iiQteawhiicb would b^ve kei^ questioned 
by the petitioner. Nothing was more dis- 
teni froin his mind than to call in qu,es- 
^ tienf eitl^r Uie decision of the committee, 
any part of, their proceedings ; but he 
thanght it extremely important, that the 
^ itanding order <d‘ thn bouse, upon which 
the decision was founded^ should be al¬ 
tered^ not merely by a res-olution of the 
bouse» hut by act of parh^meaji. ’And) 
as a specific gi*.ound on vvhrc^^c should 
afterwards move for leave to*^bring in a 
bill for this purpose, he now moved, Jhat 
the minutes of the proceedings of that 
eommittee should be laid upon the table 
of the house. ' „ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was Of 
opinion, that before the house acquiesced 
in the motion whicn had been now sub¬ 
mitted to them, they should be put in pos¬ 
session 6f facts diflerent from those with 
which the hon. gent, had prefaced hi/? mo¬ 
tion. It was not usual for the house do, 
agree to such a m6tion, except upon soii^ 
resolution of the election committee, ar 
upon some report made by this committee 
to shew its propriety or necessity. With 
‘ respect to the decision of that committee, 
he was ceri’tainly as averse from question¬ 
ing its propriety as the hon. gentj^; and if 
he were to deliver an opinion upon the 
« subject, he would say that they had ac^d 
right in paying attention to the resolution 
6f the house. Whether the standing order 
ought to be altered was another question, 
und one which might be discussed, whe- 
Iber the minutes of the committee were or 
not before the house ; because, if a 
doubt existed, either respecting its proprie- 
• IJT®* interpretation, the proposed alteration 
piigh^take place,* as well upon the exist¬ 
ing doubt a$ upon the proceedings of a 
mmmhtfse, in their ^application to tiie in¬ 
dividual case. He was of opinion, that the 
proceedings now moved for were not only I 
unn^eessajy, but that their production 
ffiKQuld be attended with considerable in- 
chnvenience: because Ihe debate which 
xnight afterwards place upon them, 
then involve the; propiiety of the 
decision of the conimitt^ee, whiTHi, agree¬ 
ably to the spirit of the Greenville a^pt, 
aught in jao oase^o he called in question. 
Mr. Tierney said, that as be had been a 


mendier 

idectUni, 

It] 


ommittfiie on :the Sussex 

_ibortly state to tb^ 

stances uudfyf which tlfdt 
decided lUpon the merits of the 
and this;^etii.iinment he prefaced 
wasfuiv 

A\ • 
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thet Kom hi$ intention than to find Tbm 
with tie deci/iiqn of that committed yHe 
mighti .tahe upon himself, howeve 
state, fehat in consequence of the sj^'^ing 
l^order of.tbe house, the 
comnailtee had found 
in a very unpleasant^i ia^on / The'p^ 
gress of the business wajMiisVa resolution 
was passed by the hmi(5e at the cominence- 
gient of every sessjj<n,t*hat when a petition 
was lodged agai/at a sitting member, the 
pctitiynier should call ^upoit the sitting 
member vo exchange lists of the voles 
against which he meant to object, 21 days 
before the trial of the election ; and, vice 
versa, that the same rule should be ob¬ 
served by the sitting member towards the 
petitioner. Mr. Fuller,'in. the.present in¬ 
stance, gave a wrirtten notice of his inten¬ 
tion not to defend his seat, so the petitioner 
had not thought it necessary to comply 
\vith this fffle. Some of the electors, how¬ 
ever, who had voted for Mr. Fuller, an¬ 
nounced their intention of defending it for 
him. In consequence of tins notice, a 
motion Hadibetri made in the house for an 
exchange ofvlists, which was negatived ; 
and on the debate*‘which took place on 
this motion, the right hon. the chancellor 
of the exchequer had, opposed the motion, 
on the ground that the committee would 
not be, bound by that decision of the 
housQ, would be left at liberty to call 
whatevercTithJncG they might think proper. 


the a 


on this evening he had given it as 
«ion, that they did right in atteud- 
the resolution of the house. After 
Committee met to decide upon oath on 
thejinerits of the election, and when Mr. 
Se^jJJison^s counsel tendered a list of 500 
votes to which he ' meant to^ object,i. the 
coun^ftcl for the other party objected that 
thei!i^.ommittce, by the standing order of 
the bouscjljcould not admit .any evidence 
upo^.' die inadmissibility of these votes, 
because the lists had not been previously 
exchanged ; and the committee, he be¬ 
lieved from the most honourable mo¬ 
tived had snstainvid tlic obj^xtion. 'Under 
thes( circumstances, the committee had 
only^to tdiOose between one of*lhree de- 
cisioite : ^declare, the electi<x:i 

which thfy epufd not do because tnis 
was iiota .prjayfer of tjie pefHk;* 

Mr. Sergison ought to llave been returied, 
whic^.they could not do because his^pppo- 
I^ntJ Mr. Fuller, had a maje^'ity unqp die 
poll; or to do what he believed tht^y did 
most conscientiously ^nd sincerely, te de¬ 
cide that they jeltitbeipjelyes obliged lo 
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tlfc.'laro Mr. Fuflier duly elected because I who was tbe^ubiect of the motion. ii^onM 


tlfc. laro Mr. Fuflier duly elected bdcLv,»^ 
they did not consider themselves atl oerty, 
consjj^ently with the order of the house>to 
ehter ^Uo an examination of the votes, 
Mr. Sergison meaht to ob- 

joc\;5Si t.v 


who wa^ the subject of the motionj v#onM 
ac(Juit him of any personal disrespect to¬ 
wards hiin,^and would believe the motioii 
to be difected, as it really wal^, and not 
. ~ ^ ^ against him, but a:gajnst tht^office of chair- 

dw'ry-owing which her Vv^a^Jman of the com^nittee of ways and means, 
hnniy conVi?;pe>^^ tV.at he should be able he had originilHy the honour to sug- 

3uch a committee to the house, be 


to establish his ow'n election. Such wore 


the circumstances in which the committee 
was placed : a situation which, hjg wts 
Convinced, a, majority or that comi^ttee 
had felt to be a vary unpleasant one^ and 
in these circumstances hig hon. frk'nd had 
moved for the minutes of the prjjceedirigs j, 
of the committee, with a view to ground 
UJ 30 I 1 those proceedings an act of parlia¬ 
ment for the purpose of remedying a 
hard.-ihip wliich seemed to be felt on" all 
sides, by enacting, that in future the lists 
of objectionable votes betw’een the peti^- 
tloner and the sitting mem^r tpall be 
peremptorily exchanged. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer explain¬ 


ed out th'e propriety of excluding all 
persote^l^ng |)laccs under government 
froinSany^are in its deliberations; and 
accor^gfy, when it was nominated, and 
ij happened that ^ noble viscount, not Aow 
place, was named as one, hisappoinfc- 
t^nt was afterwards done *away, on this 
^Qcific grppnd*, that he held a sinecure in 
Ireland. The hon. mover w'as aware it 
might be argued, tl^t the hon. gent, to 
whom he objected, was not appointed to the 
situation he hehS by the government, but 
by the house. The motion which he had to 
make, w as so framed, as to acknowJe'dg^ 
l^lns fact. But, surely, it must be allowed. 


that w hen he said that the committee -f tjiat* the* treasury benCh designated and 


jjad done right in attendii^ to the 
lutioii of the house, he diJ m?t mean the 
decision of the house with Regard to an 
excliange of lists in present case, but 
the sfaiiding order of the house regulating 
their ext hange to 21 days before the trial 
of the election. 

Sir T. Turlon allowed that tWi was a 
great hardshi[> in the prestjit casi which 
o^ught to be prevented from recuBring in 
future, by an alteration in the law : hm he 
objected to the present motion, as iJmding 
to call in question the decision of theVonv 
mittee, and thus to destroy the purr 
the Grenville act. 

After some observations from earl 
ple,^Mr. Gi%lmm, and Mr. Ponsonh 
house divided upon Mr. Wynne’s ni 
Ayes, 29 ; Noes, 50 ; Majority, 2^ 

[Finance Committee,] IVn-. H^ulph 
rose, agreeably to notice, to move ^a^ld. J 
Wharton, esq. having been electey chair¬ 
man of the committees of w ays arffl means 
and supply, be excused from giW^jg his 
attendance on •the Committee oi Finance, 
of whicti. previous to his ap^jpintnictt to 
the chair of the public commrtti^s y this 
ffe had been a'lnejrtbetfl^ tmil the 
namejpf William*W^ard be inserted 

as aimembcr*of thg Committee of finance 
in bis place. The hon. gent, in alliifl- 
ing t(f the ajmoiDftment of Mr. WliaHon 
the chair of the public committees, expre; 
sed |iis confidence t^at there was no m»-‘ 
itigemeiit in that nomination; and also 
<^xpressed a hop^ Ihai tl^ hon. member 


i/iarked out the person to fill that situation, 
who might be said to be under the patro¬ 
nage of the chancellor of the exchequer. 
The hon. member confessed that the chair-* 
man of ways and means was elected by a 
vote of •the house, but still it could not be 
denied, that he was proposed and supported 
by the, chancellor of the exchequer; and • 
he wdshed, and the public had a right to 
expect, that tlie members of the Commif- 
tee of Finance should be like Caesar’s wife, 
not pure merely, but unsuspected. If 
persons once appointed members of aHJijm- 
mitte of Finance, were not to be removSS ^ .. 
on account of any change in situation 
which they might undergo, we might • 
before the termination <Jf a parliamont, 24 
or 25 men, who had been appointed mem- 
beisof that committed because they heM 
no ofiicc nor place under government, all 
enjoying yilaoes or pensions before they 
came to make their report. If thes^ men 
were to continue jnenibers*flf the commit¬ 
tee, it would be equally proper that place¬ 
men should originally JiatfObcen eligible; 
or, indee^*that ne committee hadbefen ap¬ 
pointed. As to .the office of chairman 
of the committee of ways and means, bo. 
conceived it to be equally objectionable''a» 
any other. He regarded it as being an 



members of that bench who nad feasiTto 
do; and if he foulid that the repon of the 
Finance CoamiiUee]i frhtn its tone mad 
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pianu^r? warranted him in ex^Dccting any 
support to the motion, he should once 
call the attention of the house to that sub¬ 
ject. He eould not suppose aViiMi, hold¬ 
ing such a plac.(; 'ttS thiSo..co^ld be a jealous 
guardian of the publil: e.^penditure. On 
• .the score of the duti^ he'* had to pe^fort^a 
AS cli.iinnan of the commitlecj of the house, 
the hoii. member was satisfft^d, Mr. 
ton might well be excuse^l hroin«j^,'^rg his 
atlcndcUice up stairs at the of 

Finance. Lie had never seeilr hii^' there 
but once ; but he must be allo\vod*\,p^saY, 
.that,jn conseijuence of ilis attendance thij 
day, a report Vuuld be. submitted to 
house from that corninltteo, dillerent frmh 
what it would olhorwisc hiiveVieen, The 
hon. g(‘nt. couLhided by moving. That 
Riclun'd W harton, having been called 
to the chair of the comrnifttce of ways and 
means, • be excnsei^ from giving further 
ilttcndiince on the Committee of Finance.^’ 
Th(? Chanctllor qf I he Exchequer had 
posed that the hoK. gent, would.have a(J-\! 
duced some precedent, or would lia{e | 
made out some strong case, ere he had 
aubmilted to the house a motion which 
vsemed to cast no sljght imputation on 
the hon. gent, against whom it was di¬ 
rected, more es[)ecially uhen it v as con¬ 
nected tA 1th one of his last observatioiv*. 

, iJy that observation it aj)j)eared, that a 
majority in the'C’ommittce of Finance ha<l 
been recently occasioned by the presence 
of the chairman of tlie committee of ways 
and means, and that had not that circui'n- 
stanj^ occurred, the hon. movci’s atteii- 
w^oiild not have bet'n directed to the 
subj<*ct. To him it appeared impossible, 
Wftrhout the establishment of some tirave 
charge, to remow^ a member from a situa¬ 
tion to vvliich he* had been chosei^hy tin* 
house. Tin? lum. pent, s^id he thouglit it 
necessary to do tins, because he im.igined 
the chairman of the committee of ways 
and means w as an officer appointed by* 
government.4 It was not so. lie was a]»- 
pointM by tfie house? wlio votc<l him 
into that situation. •As to the recom¬ 
mendation of Ris^hiajesty's mmisters, the 
hon. gent, might as wldl app^ his rea¬ 
soning on that subject* to any other act 
of the house. The hon. gent, fancied it 
^j^ussible, that in a committee wiinposed, 
the commencement of a session, of 


meitt |o office, a member Vacated his 
in thc|house, and consequently in a ,c 
mittec.\and that onhi.s re-election (si^uJcl 
he be re-elected), tlie house had it. 

1^power to#reinstate him in t^jy^-Wiimittec 
or , iipt, as they thoirgl/^)!'^ 
deed, there had AstaAces sini:e 

the csfctiblishrnenL ortb/T fThance Com¬ 
mittee, of individuals who, having ac¬ 
cepted offices, had i^ecn sent back to 
tlieir * conslitueijrfft, and who had been 
re-cft^‘tcd, but wdio had libt been re- 
a])pointy(F members ol the commitlce. 
lie was^far froifi being ready to admit, 
'that because his majesty thought projicr 
to confer an office on any member of iln* 
house, he ought therefore to be considered 
as disqualified for any duty iu wdiicli any 
other member of ilie liou.se was coinpe(irf.'nt. 
lie d(“nied that because a person wa.s in 
htlice, Hie must necessarily he distrusted. 
He did\.n.ot^know v\ hat were the lion, gent's 
\iew^s onF pcblic life ; but if ho were desir¬ 
ous of having the opportunity of discharg¬ 
ing ai y great puhlic duty with fidelity, 
he did ifot^tlmik that he ought to i'all ni 
the cstimatioy of the world w^ere he to em¬ 
brace such all opportunity if it wen* al- 
forded him. Dfllds he was sure, tliat the 
hon. gentlemen who surrounded him were 
not of that ojiinion, and that they thought 
a man pursued the n’oble^i road to fame liv 
sei'kipt^fe in puhlic uLihly. Ih; trusted, 
tlierelCre, that the houD?* would not f#'el, 
lhattl'fe duliesof any conmiiltee would he 
worscT‘pel formed, h<*tause it Inehuled 
w iilufi it persons holding olficial situations, 
Stllfl li ss tosdd ao (/hjection apply to a 
geiClenraii ( !ios( ii hy the lioiise, in eonse- 
(jiulici- oi Ills di.'.tingmdied (diaracter and 
lalwits, to fill ilie Fioii. situaipon of wiair- 
mair|>f thr commiilc-e of wavs and means. 
w>„ ,he on that account to he distrusted ? 
As udii m^ght the speaker of' the house bo ■ 
dis(/at'u*d. Neither situation was the aji- 
ponitiijent of government. Both w^ere in 
tlie cleu'iion of the house; and to no gen- 
llemari|Avho Riled either, could any di.s- 
honl>i5fahle inij|fntalion on that account 
witll any thing* like justice or plausibility 
be-Attachefi. * 

i^. agreed with 4hc jkjht 

hon. geiif. in df*precatiiig the ulea^at 
every ^placeman must be bad 

x\ii office«»of trusl^ we!Land 


^^26 men 
,,^ions, th 


•^^of offices But, was pot the honourable 
aware th?it by an appoirU- 


<%!iaracter. 

Iding no official situiv I I'aithfnlly executed, was unquestio^Jably a 
Fj^oleT" at the of ^he^?jyK).st* of honour. It was only because of 


4me sealioiS, miffht become pos.sessed .fnees were not altvavs faitbfullv executed 
e kT _i . hi -. .. .1 A, 


that placemen ^grew into disreputcl 
to the allusion to Iws noble friend not now 
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ill house (lord H. Petty) it was Mot by 
his own request he liad been uomiimtcd a 
ine^nber of the Conniiittec of Finance ; 
•but j-hat appointment had tal^n placeJ 
specificuiljr* under the direction ut^hc*^ 
''^^elievay.did attend, however, ai’ 
expressed bis fh‘te’ miiiation not to.attend, 
conscious as'he was, that he >vas disquali- 
iied by tlie ofike he held from being a 
member of such a committee. He (Mt. W.^ 
had been a meridicr of that •comnryftcc ; J 
and lie ri'collected a reason assi^med for^ 
not naming him on the* rFmewed list was, 
that he was at the time particwlfwly occu-*- 
pic<l with other matters, on <he fate of 
\Uiich he was sorry he could no^ congra- 
tulale liimaelf. .lie agreed, however, in 
tht^*justice of that observation, and thought 
that independent ofevery other consideia 


on wliy 
> shoifld 


tion, it as of itself a sulheient rca; 
the cliairman of ways and 
also cease to be a member of ■i«r 
Mr. /f. Broiv)ie opposed the 
There was a narrow and vulgar w 
against persons in place, Ifc 

wish to see encouraged. It/vas disparag¬ 
ing to <dhce, it was (iispa/aging to the 
country. If the hon. gent, who was the 
object ot this motio.n, were to be removed 
from the committee of finance, that corn- 


of it'; most 


r>st 'la 
lumlK 


'aluable 
gt the 


milicc would lose one 
incmlwo's. lie was surprize 
hon. gent, slumld hav(*, nA utiumK what 
hatl occurred in the committee.* With 
respect t(» the trnn*;;u lion to which ?ie had 
alluded, it was a (jueslioii of sniull impoil- 
ame, on which tin* (onimitteo hopjiem^d 
to he cijually di\k!( d, and on ulnc)/ the 
chairman of the committee, of way.'! and 
inerflis hapi^ned to be on one side ij^lher 
than on the other. / 

The lion. J. JV. Ward was anxi^^that 
it .should Ik; distinctly und(|^’slo(fi, that 
this proposition w as the spoiltaneoi.^jmt ot 
his hon. friend. He stated tiiis/inerely,* 
lest he should be suspected ^ having 
stinuilatecl him to make a motloii^^the ulti¬ 
mate object oj* which was, to apj'f^t him 
to a situation, to the duties of wdiioh he 
felt liiftiself incompetent. Wuh i^pecl 
thc» subject imrneduifju^jtY before the 
house, he could not bfc* expected to oiler 
He woulii only aijd, tiuit il 
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ofle^ice to individuals. The motion of his 
hork friend appeared to him to have been 
framed v ith all possible delica(;y. It was 
not to expunge the naijMi^’Mr. Wharton 
from the comniii^eeiof fniafice, but that he 

* at liberty to withdraw his name 
The right lion. g(*nt. seemed to 
at rqjiance upon the argument 
»)m tin; elective power of the 
yv^ as there, he w'ould ask, an 
ri?;any person w ho was proposed 
i office of chairman of the corn- 
ways and means, having been 
:ted by the house ? He •agreed that it 
as proper a p(^rtion of certain committees 
siK/uld bh lyied by persons in office ; but 
tliis epmmiUee w’as of a very peculiar na¬ 
ture, of a constitutittik entirely dillering 
from others. object w as to promote 
jmblic economVj ancl to eflect reform. It 
w as natural that a person in the right boru 
^t^nt.*’s situation should feel interested in 
lotion, i tfili reports of this comgiittee. In one of . 
*^thcsl* he believed he was very much .so, 
for it was a report of that committee w hich 
had given rise to what vv'as called in that 
house the Reversion hill. He would ad¬ 
mit that a person nf the* cliaT of the com-» 
mittee yf ways and means might till it as 
uprightly and as ably as possible, and yet 
h# a very improper person to bo a mem¬ 
ber of lh(‘committee of Wnancc. kveiy • 
member ot that ccmmitlce should be fjp 
situated as to luuc no biasyijKin his mind ; 
ifr) wish, no inclination which could warp 
his jadgmcul, oi prevent him from g.n ini- 
paitial and conscientious discharge 
duty, d'he light lion. gent, knew that a 
person coming forward to give evidence in 
a court of law, if intcre.'ited in the cAcnt to 
the amount of half a cnwvn, wa.s precluded 
from giving testimony in tho cause. 

Mr. Biddidpti lose to correct a miscon¬ 
ception which .seemed to jircvail on the 
oth('r side cf the house. He did not, as it 
was said, bring forward t]jis motion, be¬ 
cause the hon. Wmber \j ho was t^e sub¬ 
ject of it had outvoted him in the commit¬ 
tee of finance, but it ^^^as because that hon, 
memberjlad scarcely ever attended that 
committee. When he entered it,, on the 
occasion alluded to, he was so much a 
strangg,r, that the clerk applied to him to 
know whether the hon. member belongi^d 


division. 

^ lyir. Ponsonhy co^ld qpt help expressing 
his surpri.se t^at iln. motion could come 
from his side of the hoii^ wfthout giving 

•*T XT • 


1 

h<;^hatl ;»iiy iiiflitturc with his hon. frig>ul, ■ 

ht ^wu!,l u-counneud to l.in> to withdraw.- to the gomnuttee. It 


make th^Sotion he iTowlj^^osed.—He 
denied that he had pledged himself to 
move at the end Vf the session, that no re- 
Lmuneratiou should be given to the che^> 
4 P ■ . * 



I 
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man of the committee of ways and m&ans. 1 Bmkes, if no objection existed to the pro- 


It was possible, however, if the report of 
the committee of finance should .turn out 
as he expected,^in^anpther session lie J 
migfht bnn^^ fdi ward(a motion to that ef- | 
feet. He hud been^catoehized as to 
object in making this motion. He \p6uld 
leave it to tlie hoUvse to sa^[ w^hat mo¬ 
tives were, by staling w'bat they.vjo';A. not. 
His object was not to march p<yx*^vi tf^ vul¬ 
gar circle by \\ hich men rose tif'pov; er; to 
creep fi’om ])(>pularity to plaiie, alv^l from 
place to apostacy. If the small taieh.ts 
poss^^sed should ever be thought vvoiVfV 
©f being employed, they should be at the 
public disposal; but it was upvm this c'ok- 
dition alone, that he did not participate 
ill the public etroi: inent in any shape 
what('vcr.—I'he house then divided : For 
the motion 21 ; Against it 70 ; Majority 49. 

„ [Petitions against the Orders in 
Council,.] The house went into a comr 
mittcc to coiisidei\furthei’of the .Petitions f 
against the Orders in Council. 

Mr. Stephens proposed lO adduce evidence 
on two points : Ist, To shew that tiie ex¬ 
port trade from this ( ouritiy to tlie conti¬ 
nent was at a stand anterior to the passing 
of the Orders in Council: 2(1^ That the 
trade of this country was greatly allected 
in the article of insurance, by the lierKii 
' decree. On the first of these points, he 
proposed to examine Mr. John Hall, a 
ship-broker, '["hii, gentleman wrs ac¬ 
cordingly called in. In the course of Mf. 
HalPs examination, a clisenssiun took 
the propriety of a ijaestion pro- 
posed by Mr. Whitbread as to the authen¬ 
ticity. of the witnesses inforruaiion, re¬ 
specting certain slvips, alleged to be rieu- 
.trals, tmd sequestered by virtue of the 
Berlin decreeL—Aftej' some further obser¬ 
vations from Messrs. Rose, Tierney, Mar¬ 
riott, the chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Mr, A. Baring, the witness was called in, 
and in answei;to Mr. Whitbrcad^s ques¬ 
tion, could only*speak to^his belief. The 
purport of his remaining evidence went to 
shew the reality mul extent of the injuries 
sustained in the export triide to ke conti¬ 
nent, in consi quence of the Berlin and 
other decrees, prior to issuing the Orders 
of Council.—Other witnesses were then 
examined, and the house resumed, the 


cjiainnan q 
leave to si 







HOUSE or comioxs, 
Wednesday/, Jpril tj. 

icfia IN Keveksion • BfLt,] 


Mr. 


ceeding, was anxious that the order for 
committing the Reversion bill, wdiicbwas 
dropped^/esterday in consequence of there 
having been no house, should-W taken up 
to day, and that the bil^^ sljdhld^be 
mitted. 

Mr. Tiernep said, he should be the last 
niaii to occasion any nnnect*ssary delay in 
the discussion of a subject that had excited 
so iqueh of the attention of the public, 
but he slid think, tliat in proportion to its 
importance it should bi' entitled to a fair 
nnd adequate consideration. There waie 
several genllenien now absi nt who liad 
taken a particular interc')t in that mtrasurc, 
and who, had they knovtn that, the discus¬ 
sion would ha\ e \;ome on to-day, would 
have atlendcal in their places; they did 
hot, lioivever, tliink that it would have, 
come <iib iFA' had they any right to ex¬ 
pect it\voAld, as it was the established 
usage !!)f that house, whenever an order 
hoil d'vnped, jiot to revivt' it without a 
specific ?iotl(:e.* If this w'as a general rule, 
it should Iiovd particularly in a case of 
sueh importance au the jnesent. The bill 
in question had deservedly excited a great 
portion of the public interest; and that 
interest had not been lessened by the ru¬ 
mours fhat had been so very pri‘valent, 
pcrhap.Wi.rounded,but not altogether dis¬ 
credited', that the* great principle of the 
bill would be compromised. lie was 
anxious,‘therefore, that the public should 
be satisfu il tliat every advantage of a full, 
fair, 'ind adeijnate discussion, had been af- 
forddd.to the measure. He ho]>ed tliat on 
tliesd grounds the hon. gent, would ha\e 
the to let tile order p7r goin^n- 

to ji cvmnnittee stand for to-morrow, and 
he waA^ure that his lion, friend near him 
(Mr. y^ihiibttead) w'ould have-no objection 
to ^^ciway, by postponing his motion 
'that sto6d for to-morrow', to a future day. 

The Qt^uicellor qf the /ur/zciym'said, that 
he was jf^ry far from being disposed to 
give irfiy obstructhirt to the motion ot' his 
hon. friend ; and* could not conceive wdiy 
the r%ht bort. gent, who had just sat down 
should*:dih; 10thci:e could not*be m 
full and as a\nple a*tliscussion of tl^^.rnea- 
sure, in very full an attend^C^, asS}, 
futvre day. However, did no! wish to 


ied progress, and obtained Voress tl^c motion at present, since the ftglit 


• ]S^. gent, seemed to think if would be 
att|*nded with so niuen inconvenience to 
his friends. He did (Entirely agree wtth* 
him, that the bill had^^xciu^d a great por- 
tioij.of the publi^rattemfon j for that rea- 
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901 k he was most anxious that the least’de- . object? of the right hon. gent/s amend • 
lay possible might occur, before Xhe seiiti- nieiits. 

ments of that house upon the subject, in The^ Chancellor of the jLVchmjJier replied, 
its present circumstances, should go loriji that in any he might feel it 

to the ^i^untry; and he was his duty to Mi sole object would be, 

^anxious oil this ground, because a very->^o prevail ujwil tlyit house to let the bill* 
• general misunderstanding had arisen with- sll^o out of it as to, ensure, as far as could 
out doors, both upon the measure itself, ^l:^i\one, tb^concurrence of the lords ; to 
and the late procttcding thereupon. Tjiat bill ikow before the house sub- 

inisunderst^nding had been most iTi^usiii- stua&A^lj^di lie rent from that which had 
ously excited ; ^ lie would 'not sjy wit^ beelLalrcady rejected by the u[)pcr house, 
what view, nor from w'hat Ait^tives, but HeJBliieiw not that it would ^ nec(issary 
certainly it had l)ccn most a^vely disseji ij^/him to sugg1;si any aiucimment to the 
mniateil. For himself, he was free to dT> ^i^mmittee ; iior^was he <tt all anxious to 
clare what, in his humble opinion, should ' 'engraft any^ amendment on the hill, but in 
bo the main ol)jeet ol‘that house in its fur- •the way»Vnd for tlic purpose he had al- 
ther proceedings on uhis measure ; so to ready stated. 

ain'ange and model the hill, that they Mr. Caltraft refr^y*felt for the embar- 

mlghi not send up to the other house the rassment undei»ivhich the right hon. the 
same bin whicli that otlier housV had?d- chanc'cllor of the exchequer . laboured, 

ready rejected; and if th(‘^^‘c)™l so qua- Haying given notice of two precise 

lily the bill as to ensure the^oicurreneey /imenilments, he thought that in courtesy 
of the other house, without vitaly ‘^fothe house, and in jiwtlce to his own con¬ 

ing its principle, he did think ^l^p jthe sistency, the right hun. gent, ought to ex¬ 
house m that case would havf* accomplish- plain his inlentions m ore sne cifically. 
edits ohj(ot. But if any/)il I which had The Chancellor of-f/ic Eichajaer could 
been ruieclod by the^otlu^r house should only repeat^wbat fie had already distinctly 
be again sefit up to them, gentlemen must stated on the suhjecL, wilii respect to the 
feel, that the louds wiitiki, in that# case, princi^ile by w'hieh his conduct would be 
jealously a.ssert their own privileges, and .regulated. The iiMimer in which it would 
consult their honour and tUgnityl^ one of proposed to fill «ip ifc 1;] inks in thj 
the houses of parliament, ii;^^A^ting at committee, must unquestion Jily influence 
once any attempt to for<?e ^oi? them a .his dotermination. He thanjked the Iwm. 
measure they liad already negatived. Ho, gent. f('r his kind synijifltiy, in what he 
for his parJiishould c lu arfully’accede to ‘was pleased to team his eanbaiTassmcnt. 
the proposition of his luai. friend ; hut at He wais, however, conscious of noembar- 
the same time, if it would be so mconve- rassment; hut on the contrary,. be)i^v.ed, 
nient to the riglit hon. gent, now • to go that the embarrassment was on the part of 
into a cnmmittee, he should not i*es(st any the hon. gent, and his friends, who w*ere , 
arf^ng(‘niL-Jat for mutual uccommodYlioii. appreJiensive that the measure^ about 
The Spemer thouglit it necessaiy to aji- wdii{;h they profo.ssed to be anxious; 
prize, the house, that no ordek*'Jbemg should go to llie hause of'lords wdth less 
dropped was revived of course, jSniless a obstruction than they antieipaled. 
general understanding in any naVicnlar Mr. Calcruft declared il was his most 
case dispensed w ith the general iSsage : ft anxious wdsh that tht‘ bill should go to the 
was otherwise competent fo^any hon. lords in such a shape, as give it a chance 
member to object to any motioiir^grouuded of being passed by their lordstiips,. It 
on such ord(v*. • accennt that he was glad to 

Mr. Bankes said, that’ he should ^be go- find the ,hon. mover fiit^ndecl to limit the 
verneef by the opinion of fiie.chaiir, and operatifti of it* to twm year.s. He could 
4feerefere ‘should nr^v meijolv ntdSee, that not at all comprehend the light hon. gent, 
the house do lo-morrelVv resolve itself into Mr. Bankes trusted that his conduct tn 
n ^mm'ittee on the saidMhli. • whole of this transaction would be f^e 

‘ before the question# was from any suspicion that he would udmitof a 

p'utjiwished to jenof from the right hoi;.^ dishoi^irable Compromisg^nj the subj^. 
gent. oppo!;ite, if was his intentioiv-to *HIe repVt/;d his former s^^Wnts, th^ he 
propose in the commitlq^ any amendmqp^, had never in the most remote lie^ree aban** 
•ofta nature so impirtarj^ as to affect matfe- doiied the origiHal principles in Which he 
rially the priniriple^nd constitution of the* submitted this bill to the house; he hppf^a 
bill ? He wished, in ll^rt to know,the* that the hoase would ne\'er abaoJonthemj;# 
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but he had considered himself obliged-to 
give up for a time a part of those princi¬ 
ples^ in order to do as much as* he? could, 
since be could aliv^^hat he wished. 

Mr. Tierney disclamSed intent fon of 


most melancholy one. ^ He meant to pro¬ 
pose in .the bill, that they should be pro¬ 
perly taken care of by the respective p;i- 
rishes to they belonged. ^ The pro- 

pri(6»^ of extending the bill tp Ireland 


but as in those parts of the* empire paro- 
f:hial relief was not afforded to the lower 
cl^sses^ some measure •of a difterent de- 
soripVon must be devised to i^ieliorate the 
Vonditipn of "these unhappy wretches in 
those countries. 

A Sir J. JSeirport perfectly agreed with his 
nbn. friend that some measure was loudly 
called for in Ireland, to relieve the distress 
of tlie pauper and criminal lunatics, the 
imprisonment and treatment of whom, in 
that country, alibrcled a most disgraciAul 
spertacie. lie could never he reconciled 
to* the grounds on which the bill that he 


had, hirp 
subject, 
p-anted j 
Vw. 


If,Submitted to ilie house on this 
had been rejected.—Leave was 


o bring in the bill. 


• imputing to the hon. ^ent/any im])rbpej?--p^ii(i Scotland had been suggested to him ^ 
motives. , 

Mr. Whitbread thought the houserhk^ 
not been fairly tieated by the 
the chancellor of the excheeju^ ^ ^Hi^had 
formerly stated two specific ametulAenls 
which it was his intention to« pidposje ; 
amendments\vhich wouhrcertainly relti^u Y 
the bin nugatefiy, but w.hicb had iiothiKk^l 
on earth to do with the limitation of time 
in the operation of the hill; afttl now the* 
right lion. gent, said, that he should be 
regulated by the filL77g‘up of the blanks in 
the committee, when in fact there was but 
one blank in the bill, and that blank re- 
liKcd solely to the limitation of rime. Jhis 
bill had attracted groat attention through,-v 
out the country, k was a bill of consi¬ 
derable ])ubhc moment, and that had been 
much increased by the manner in wdiich it 
had been opposed';:: the other house. As 
the house ot commons could have no se¬ 
curity that the bill, nowever modified, 
would be agreed to by the hou'^e of lords, 
he thought It most imjiortant that tlievi 
^should at lej^st preserve their consistence, 
even at the hazard of giving offence to 
their lordships; it had always been his 
intention, therehre, and he now formally 
notified it, when the bill had passed 
through the committee, to move that the 
liiinflition of time should he left out alto¬ 
gether. For the purpose of allowing the 
, bill to be committed to-rnorrow, he would 
cheerfully postpone his motion for papers 
respecting Ru.ssia to Friday.—The bijl w^as 
then ordered to be c«»inujit|;ed to-morrow. 

[Pacpek Lunatics.] Mr. C, Wynne 
moved for leave to brings in a bill I'or the 
better care and mamtenance of Pauper 
and Criminal «Lunatics. The hon. gent 
expatiated with 'much fetling on the,mi¬ 
sery to which these mifijrtunate beings 
were at present e^jAised. It appeared by 
the returns on the table, lhat thlre were 
at the present moment, above J 800 pauper 
and criminal lunatics, confined in places 
where they were precluded from all pos¬ 
sible chance of recovery. When it was 


now.^I 
fairness 
should ^le 




that so many uphappy wretches 
linal and pauper lunatics should 
to iniStediable misery was a 


lyiM. OF LORDS. 

Tlrurad^, April 7. 

[.IESI ITS Park On*the Petition 

of Mir. dc Tcslatojgain.st the Jesuits J?ark 
bill, Mr, (Jampbell appeared as counsel for 
the j)eti^loner, and stated tlic circ umstancos 
under Mr. de Testa! would be a 

great simert!!* if this bill was carried into 
efiect;,and several witnesses were exa¬ 
mined in' support of the peilptiun. Mr. 
Campbell then requested till to-rnorrow, 
or^such other day as the ir lordships should 
pleasQ to appoint, to sum up. J he lord 
cliamjellor called upon him to sum up 
Lord Grenville sugge^^/:d, IhaNin 
» and justice to the })etiiioner, time 
given till to-morrow, to enable 
tlie leiirflaed Counsel the bettep to consider 
the y/d^nce.—Lord llawkesbury saw no 
feason mr delay; the case was not of a 
complicaf^d nature, and did not in his 
opinion, ttequire any further postponement. 
—A conversation of some length ensued, 
in which lord Holland moved, that the 
counsel shpuKj sum up to-morrow.* Lord 
AuckIailnP‘uif>-''/^<l-^s amendment, tti^ 
the counsel Ihould ‘be called upon to s tate 
what delay he.asked, and the** YctfsonS^’or 
asking it. This amendnfent was *oppose J 
|%^y lord Hawkesbur^^f and sunported by 
lords Grenville and Er. kine. The amend- 
me/it was negativ^li—tfhe house then di¬ 
vided on the main^jueiion for hearing 
counsel to-morrow: ContQpts, 15: Non- 
coj^t^nts, 32.* IV^ori^y,* 17*—Mr. Camp-^ 
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, bell then proceeded briefly to sum up and earl t® hawbeen received. Chat house knew 
comment upon the evidence.—On the nothing of it, and therefore it could not 
question foi' the third reading of the bill, form a greuiid for supporting thbmeasure. 

Earl Bathurst stated the object of the , Lordiiiomg</ottcjjjjj;a^i(i«i^thattheprin- 
bill, which^lf' said, had been miscaikid^ ciplc upon which^lSppA^s were cut ofl from 
ffill ol privation, as it went to allow the“ ’K'-besieged towirequyiy applied to this * 
c:fportatioii ol bark uporr certain condi- mea^cye, and to the nyjasures of which it 
tions. Information had been received, fonwala part^and he thought it highly 
that the French govemunent, wishing to ob-^ ppobarfy*^ Uliat they would hare a similar 
tain a supply,, of this article, had etlecfwith tht* cutting oft’ supplies from a 

directions that thi^ article shoold afr- .besicgeJd tovni, within a period not longer 
iniited into the. French ports, Although e^eii^thah scmie of the sieges dMring the 
coining from this country, pjjjyi^ided it hy forcirfg the eneijy to r^eal 

formed the sole cargo of the •vessel. It ‘ *miS'-viecrees against, the coHrtaerce of this 
was tiiought a little too much, that the c:oCiijtry. The,princiffle of prohibiting the 
4‘iieruy should not only obtain this article ex'portation df bark, was not here in ques- 
of which lie ^tood In nectfl, but should also tion ; as, under the operation of this inea- 
ohtahi It upon liis own terms ; and there- sure, France might h^v‘r4>ark if she chose, 
fore this measure was resorted to, in order that is to say, if *ishe chose to take along 
that tile enemy miglit be prevented from* wdtli it articles of British manufacture or 
obtaining a sujiply of this arti^e, H^tless He .comn\erce. ^ ^ 

took vviiii it British colonial precise,Bii- / 'fhe Earl of ^/hcmar/c wholly reprobated ' 
tish maniilacturcs. He could not eolceive,^ j^is ipeasure, which he oonsidered as utter- 
iherefore, that this bill was liable aii y ly indefensible, it being contrary to the 
of those obji ctions which h^d been Jrged dictates of religion andjyjl^^nncfpies of 
against it. A noble and learist^d lord had, humanity, highly^i mp w h tic, ^nd at the 
on a Ibniier night, urgtffl an objection to same time ineficaciojis, even in the view of • 

Jt on tiie ground of resigion ; but surei\^ those who proposed it. What efJect could it 
there could be nothing jliconsistenl^MUi have on tilie armies of France ? Itwasmere- 
the ibspensations of Providence lu^ipist- ly to opeiate on ihc sick and disable i ; it 
ing ami promodng human industry.!^ carring on wav with liojj^|jitals, and not ^ 

Lor i Krskint\ notwiihstandin^^®)f i^rgu- so much with the sick and disabled soldiers, 
ments of the aioblc earl, sttil-nTUifeained asthe innocent peasant. It had been said itt 
the opinimi which he before urgetk that a former debate by a noblerford, tliat if we 
this ’oriisure was contrary to the die- iiufd the bands of Europe against us, we 
tales <U‘ religion and the principles of Inul with us the hearts of many of its in¬ 
humanity ; and so strongly did he feel habitants; but if this measure was to be 
upon this subject, that he iniended, in ciirrieil into eftect, w^e should have both the 
^ ca.se the house agreerl to tlie bill’, to hands and hearts of all Europe agaiiii^t ust 
eml«<ly the reasons winch operated in his It would be besides of net avail; ther^ was 
mind against It in the form of a protest, already a sulTicient quantity of bark on the ‘ 
that they might remain upon the^^cuar- continent. Thf nolde earl* quoted the 
• nalsof die house, and go down tjr> pos^Ji ity. prices of Jesuits' bark in Feb. at Par^^s, to 
It could not be said to be analogous foJ:he prove that it was not higher at that period, 
case of a siege, because there Xpo ob- ‘than the price in this country. This bill * 
ject was, in forcing the besieged ^xn^eridurc therefore could not have the etftect attributed 
privations, to compel them to surrender, toitbyanoblelofd,ofoperating\vithany 
by w hich they.might put an end to those compulsory eft’ecJt»upon the eneirfy, he 
privations; but by this measure, sickness having already a^.suflicfcnl supply of this 
and disease w^ere to be bereft of'ayiediciue, article; M could *only have the eftect of 

wliich >«is an eftectyal remytiv, a-iid this displaying a principle of warfare wholly 
vvitliout any object to be’attained, but that inconsistent with those feelings of justice 
of.(^tresi»;.ig‘the innocent bihabitants of and honour, which had hitherto formed 
theXontiitent. Si!clk a mode of war%e distinguishing features in the British cha- 
waS iiiconsistent witll the dictates ot tnc t*acler. * • * 

Christian religion ; md he rejoiced/that. -‘The E^4of IFes/woretodcoft^mded, that 
on this occasion, tile Feverend prelates^ noble lords on the other side, when in 
'^hcausually atiendcl thqt lioiise, did not* ministration, had iiy their blockade ex- 
attend to vote iij fav^Br. of this measure, eluded bark, as well as other things (bark 
As to the informatiftn^tat^ by the noble not being excepted), from the continent^ 4 
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and that therefore that m.»c(sure. nriust not believe that any British peer,•or, in- 
atand upon the same principle as the pre- deed, that any British subject, could bo 
wnt. When the noble lords talked of the found, at the present momentvile enough 
distress infIict^V-«.^V)jy.i,the enemy, it shoul^ even in idea to countenance the eneniiVs 
be recollect^ thdri^tneydneiny had by his ^the country. If however such a senti- 
decrees endeavourg^J to n»in the commjtJH3<^" merit could be imputed to any one, it must 
and manufactures of thij; country^ and be to those wiio could support an admims- 
thereby to inflict the grcHjJt^st mLsc/yiupon tration capable of introducing measures 
thousands of persons ^mpto}iv^-^ thoin. . like the present. u 
Was it, then, to be icgardcd as aVact of,.,; ^Eord Uedesdah supported the bill, as 
inhumanity to prevent him f^m wjtaininJ,'* cmijjistent'with s(»und ^>olicy, and the law 
ap articX^of whicli he stood in nel;\J, unless of nal^ui*e. 

he took wSjji it a portion of those ni3inn.;’ajl- d (iTcnville took a comprciiensixe 

ture's whicn k<?,endeav.oured to rum view of t(ie subject. He particularly cau- 

itnot rather an ac* of policy, coii^lsi^nt tioned the house to look well at the consi- 
syith and required by the irVefests oV •the deration they wore to receive as the price 
country? lie concluded with observing, oi'the honour, juj^tice,‘and humanity of the 
that the arginn«>»«^*uf the noble lords on country. Tlie assertion of the noblt* lord 
the oppoidte side, tended, as they had done (Mulgravc) that we were entitled to resort 
during* the whole session^, to favour the ' to whatever species of warfare might b(" 
•views of the eueiny. ^ adopted^ a^L/nst us, he confessed surprized 

l!or(l Holland coiribateci the gcn^r^al liim ntt ^ little. Were we, if at war w'ith 
principle of the nuasare, winch was‘a natim of Indians, because they rniglii 
calculated so much to atii'ct the annies of" Vsicaliji^^ur men who fell into their hands, to 
our enemies, as to distress the w'Oinen, retlil'iate crti them by scalping their peofile 
children, and V 0 '*'v. in ^paiiiand Por- in return ? if at war w'ith the Persians, and 
, tugal, in which count^l'iesIt ^as well known-I tliey poured p<)isoiicd weapons into our 
with what care and* humanity the land- tents, were we too to poison the weapons 
holders made it their busiiiCi^s to provide wi,;*. which W’i?rArought ? If they poisoned 
their tenantry with lliis necessary article. our^>yearns of w^atcr, w'crc wv to retaliate 
The French jennies, it must be knowh to by ptiHfioning their iountains ? If they ein- 
* every one, would not warn, so long as a pl<^>y/^V ^c^assination against us, were we 
supply was to be had ; it must, therefore, toturc ouvsWords from fair and honourable 
be by the hel^dess and oppressed inhabi- warfare, to match them in deeds of tri‘a- 
tants that tliis privation would be cliie'ily chery and disgrace ? Such, he thankf^d 
felt. . Hod, had never been our system of waging 

Lord Mul^rave vindicated the present Var; nor, till the present measures were 
bill as one of those,measures which w eie introduced, had w e cvm-saerifn ed a jiarti- 
callcd for by the aggressions of our enemy, ele ol our national character. It had been 
If he would resort to an unusual and unan- remarked, that one of the ^reatestSrna- 
thorised mode of warfare, nothing t:oniain- inent^ of the city of Lyons w^as an hospital 
ed for us bift to follow hi/; example, and, for* w sick and infirm ; when that city 
by retaliation, to compel him to return w^as < 7 ttackt;d by Robespierre, he ordered* 
into the common and established track. hi:^ 'cannon to be directed princijialiy 
. The Earl of Lauderdale could Aot for-* against^ this structure, as being an object 
bear* noticing the highly unparlianient- the de^^lji’uction of which gave peculiar 
ary cbnduct oY* the iirfble lord w-ho bore delight- to his sanguinary and inhuman 
his majesty's privy m'al, in charging disp^fsltion. Inadoptingthepreseatmea- 
noble lords on thaf side of the Jiouse, with sure, w e endeavoured to assimilate our- 
having made it their busmess, §oy the last selves to^h^ monster of inhumanity ; for 
mpnth’^ to do nothing eke but repeat the what else wa^ the pre.sent bill, bift a agn- 
language of the enemies of the country, non directed aga^ist the hospitals*on the 
^uch language w^as highly indecorous at continejit ? .Tl'fe bill, liowevefT hacljj t^iis 
anytime; but it was still more so, at a additional disad van lagt, that if was corii- 
unoment wii^ the manufactuifcers anft pletely futile and iiihdeipiate.* Ho thaf ail 
df «the country w^eulf ‘ seen hft .we should gain by Ihe measure would be, 
fentehipsbar, professing, andadduc- 49 evince the incImajlon, without posscss- 
!^HBt|yidence in support^f similar argu- tng the power, dofcvil. ^ v 

to those winch he and other noblo ^fhe Lord Chmic0ll^r, 19 answer to the 
His lordship could noble lord Vh<y6po^ fast; referred loan 
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act of the administration of which that no- i)ri^^tioi^f the only remedy for some of 
ble lord was a member, by which the im- the ‘greatest suflerings which war is capa- 
^ portation^of provisions into hraiice w^as hlc of iilflicting, is manifestly •repugnant 
prohibited, ami asked, it it wa*s possible , to thi' principles ofn^UrtS^^stian religion, 
for any p^son to have acquiesced in- tlvat contrai’y to hurf^tVand not justified by 
measure, and yet to argue as the nobfe ' any p’ractico of civinied nations.—2. Be* * 
hu’d had done again&t that now’under con- caT^« the nicmis to jkdiich recourse has 
aideration ? bfcni liithert^ad in w ar, have no analogy 

liOrd /frtU’X’c.stz/n/^lefended the bil^ with t*o.thS^^.Tfl^arous "Piiactnient of this bill; 
great force and animation. He contep^5<ii>. inasmych asi it is not even contended that 
that in no respt‘ct ,was it incofisistcnt with the prWatio'Vi to b(! created by it has any 
justice and hiiu)aiiity, fH> sqitml policy, hut >yn(l£jift’y t^hateverto sclf-del^fTTe, oi'to 
coiiforina!)!e to the j)ractice,oT'iiiW» Country Iw^pel the enemy to the n^torati^in of 
at all tinn s. The present, mcastire w'as biir pYace; the (m]y • object by 

ajiiik in tin-series of measures whifb had which tlxe iiififctioilm)! the calamities of 
been imja noiisly called^for, by the urgent w*ar can in ^\ny case b(' justifit*d.—3. Be- 
Jicyessity oPret?iHa1ioii,’and oi the age ncy cause the only possible answer to these 
of (*fery means llial could bring the enemy olijcclions is, that lliT fuTl w^ill not produce 
to a sense oi liw own blind violence and ibc ])rlvation wltich is held forth as its 
in)usti<'e ; iii short, it was one which pr^»- ostonsibk- ob.ject, inasmuch as thc^ Jesuits 
inisvd to ojierate, the sa!vali^4f()(^ tfie coiiii- bark ma\" be exjiortcd mider licences irotn**^ 
try —an rfiect which cxpt^igrf^ccVdready crown; bur such an answer would 
began to jnove liad taken ])iaceto ly sniaiy/fnily.jmorc lira bill to b^ wholly useless to 
extent. As to the ehargesinly^'‘y,/.y its purj)os(>s, whilst it would still l^ve in 
and cruelty whirh w'en* at]^^'ed to the its full operation the of 

measure by the iiobh* lords ‘opposite, be havm^^^ for the 

could not but be suppilse-d to hear tlicii^' j^^’e specnlatjfve saU of oiir manufactures, • 
from the lipsof the noble baron ((h'cnvT'|j^ even to the possible infliction of miseries 
ulio was himsell tlio autftl% ol ^ not to bft vindicated but by the view of 

in 17fH. whicli evidciitl 3 r termed b^Jxfirvc s'lf-prcscrv'ation, or, in the extremities of 
th(' population of France vviilnjjm aSy dls' war, din ( ted to that jnsllfiftblo ohjC'Ct.— • 
tniction. .» * "b Because, as no scarcity of the Jesuits* 

T.ord Ros,slj/i^ could not lu^lp n'lak^ig this bark npjicars to exist in France, and ast 
observation ; that the price at wltiel>, bark iin^lhc ( ontrary ( ti'c, no pcAsibh^ exertion 
had been jlrocurcd fnr the FritlTi arnn in on th( prut of this country could eftectu- 
1805, was onl\’ one slnliing haver titan thaf ally pr'‘v( at its importation into the nfiiner- 
at wbl<‘h it was known to be now selling ous ports under the dr^inion or controul 
at Baris. \\ liat, llu n, could lie expected of the French govermuf^mt, the bill ajipcars 
^ froi^be ]U’(‘Ssur(‘whir/» it was bkely- to to us to be gros^W vicious in principle^ 
pro(fu(.i on tlv (uieuiv ? whilst it is ahsolimly nugatory in prac- 

g 'File (jw'st’on was now eagerly (.;alied lice, aifd theixtCore in every point of viow% 

^ for, and tlu house (livided on the tlfird disgrac(‘ful^nd iibsunt.— 5. Because if it 
readingof ihe-bill. Contents, 5^ ; Proxies, were ( vi'ii just, expedient, or practicable, 

5(>—110: Non-c()nt(‘nts, 22; Prox^s, ^to force the impoitation of our manufac- 
22—41: Majority, (id. . lures upon our enemies, by wutbholcling 

Lord (h'cnville presented ri edimse by the Jesuits’bark byt upon cniTdition of their 
way r)f nd(‘i*, w ith a view to indeernify in- permitting such imj>ortairon, that gfinef- 
di\iduab', who should bt; injured by the pic should have been digtiijctly expressed 
biil.'T^oi^d Haw kesbuiy opposed the clause, in llie bilj^mid tl^ conditions specifically 
as laying down a bad prec^etWnt. It declared ui it, injitead of vesting in the 
rejcT^t(‘(l wuthout ci*divisi(Xi.^Thc bill rrowm an arbitrary discretion to dispense . 
was then passejil. *' w ith the prohibition by licences, a power 

orrsT AGAiijsT TiiF-VksuiT# Bauk destrucri'^e of the equality of British.com- 
fiissciitie.nt ;l 1. Because the j^- njerc e, and dangerous to the freedom of 
fuitV 1vaTk;*]^io oxpAtation of whigh is th^ Britiafeconstitution. (Sigited,) Erskine,^ 
prohibited by lliis bir has been found by (j'holmondeley, Upper Ossary, ^Bedford, 
long ex)ieriencc to bf a specific for manj i' Ponsonlw, (carl of Besborough), Albcf- 
fl^njfrrous diseases wwicl^ar has a ten- marie, Ponsonby, Jof Irhmokilly), Essex, 
<le.ncy to spread*arylrto exasperate ; and Carrington, Grenville, Rosslyn, Lauder- 
because to employ as Jlj cn'Jjine of v^ar dile, Clifton^ (earl of Damley.)'^ ^ 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS,i.I;* 

Th/rsdaj/, April 7. \ 

.^AssESSdED Taxes Bill.] ‘The Chan¬ 
cellor of the moved the order 

of the day. for the\Vu©l\rf reading of the 
Assessed Taxes bill.^u f 
*Mr- Biddulph bcs'ged to fall the giy ri- 
tion of the house to* this whieh (was 
about to pass without tlvit degr6K?/©^oti(;>e 
which its importance required. tIiKs^mII 
went to repeal all the existing Assessed' 

TafXCs, to grant others in 4icu*mereoJi 

and as the\onstitutionaf mode of pr^qf^cU I out a inpdo of providing i’or 
ing Rad not .taken with respect m n 77 ^Jf the inter«st of the addition 
imd no parlianient^t^y ground had been 
laid for the imposition of ne\\%taxcs, huvt - 
ever unusual it was to take such a course, 
he shoulct opposif^rt* further progress of 
the bill, unless some siitisfactory ground 
should ke shewn in support of the measure. 

^The^ forms of the house were the cpiisti- 
tuiional barriers against innovations, such 


and ought to be coiistitutionabfy coiwu/ted 
upon pill subjects of new taxes. It w^is 
from a conviction, that so far as/related to 
lire 2o2,^)00/. the annual charge upon^thc* 
I’lmdcd exchequer hills, no iievv taxes were 
'ilecessary, as he could shew, "^and on that 
account he should oppose the further pro*- 
gross of the hill. 

^ The ChaiK'dlor of tig: Exchequer was not 
Ufr^ible of any unconstitutional circum- 
' sttiiice connecte<l \\lth^this measure. If 
the Jrorj. gent, hid^evod that he <^ould point 

the payment 
to the public 
debt, without new taxes, that was a snlli- 
cient reason for his taking the coni'se he 
adopted, or preferring Iris owrt- suggestion. 
J3ut the house must expect that the inm. 
gent, shoulfl state his proposition befort* 
it would inlcrfei’c* with the progi'css of the 
ineasurt*. hrwas desirable, if lire bill was 
to pass/n Kie present session, that it should 


as this measur'e ; and he ^should.therpto^v^^Jic pasted witli all (‘onvenient expedition. 


oppose the measure, unless a constitutional 
grouncfwhoqld be l?id for its adoption. 

Mi*. .f.,- what 

. the Iron. gent, mcaijt by |constiVuLiv.ou’ii 
ground, begged to state to the house the 
grounds upon ^^h^ch his rigirt hon. friend 
had bi'ought forward this measure. TIm' 
house would (je awai‘e that if was diie^^to 
the public creditor, when an addition was 
made to tire public debt, to make a pro¬ 
vision for the inti rest and char-ges accru¬ 
ing fi'oni such an addition. It would be 
recollected that a sum of four millions of 
ExcluHjuer bills had been funded in the 
course of the pres\mt session, the charge 
for ifiterest and sink^ig fund upon which 
amoqjitcd to 252*,000L\ Tire sum to be 
raised by the bill befoi'c .Irhe houjfc was 
something nfore tKan 1 OO^OOid. as pai't of 
the ways and means for defrtying the 
charge alluded to ; as the Assessed Taxes 


the com¬ 
an op- 


\l^lmij4he hill^ should go into 
mim!?, gent. w< _ __ ^ 

portunitv or making arry suggestion that 
occurreil to him «pon it. But the house 
I vmild not interrupt* the progress of the 
hlii^^non the biVe afjsertioii of any hon. 
niehll^j r, that there was a si>mething pre- 
fcrabl^ to the bill,‘which, upon another 
occa.^Ab^-^^ would state to the liouse. 

MvA Tm-nep observed, that the house 
had not been called upon, on this oi casioii, 
to vote new taxes. The notice referred 
merely to regulation. As the right hon. 
^ent. had before votcal reirulalions under 
the pretence of duty, he now voted duties 
under the jiretcmce of regulation, lie 
would not say that this was ahsoft^cly 
smuggling the measure, hut certainly tiu* 
profier course had not been taken. His 
majosfy'> Sipeech liad congratulated the 
hotise that a mode had been discovered by 


were to be collected from ibe 5th of April 'j w hich the public service could he carried 


it was desiraile, however, small as the 
additibn might 'be, to bring forward the 
proposition in time, that the hou.se 
might be aware oY the extent, of it. As 
he W'as on his legs he took of?casion to 
state, that there was a clause in ilie bill 
for reducing the allowance of poundage 
to the collectors otic fourtli, by. which 
there 'would be a saving to the public of 
•fifteen thoifcafid poun^ds. • * 

. , Mr. BMtdpfi was not satisfiecF with tht 
; ^ iSKplanation oV the hon. gent, who had 
communicated anything but what the 
before. Parliament was a 
of finance to the government. 


on witlyiut aiiv additional taxes ; and yet 
the right hon. gent, liad proposed a new 
and 'heavy tax, without nqtice of his in¬ 
tention in that particular; without iJfying 
any ground* bn* it, and without having 
brought forwp.rd the. budget in t4e us^i'il 
W’ay. He*mcrcdy*<lisputed the regularity 
at pres(mt, bnt./wlnitever moiie rniglu ul¬ 
timately turn out to he%he projj^r one; lie 
though^ there were (good reasons for de¬ 
laying the progress ff the bifi. 

, , The Chancellor of tm Exc/ieqUdT that 
fthe design of bifc was to regulatadhi? 
collection pf these, taxes, to lower the rates 
in, some cases,^nd^afse them in othersi 
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and*he saw no objection to the mode that 
had been adopted. JSufiicient time would 
he giver^to examine it when it came into 
the foiriniitlce. 

Dr, observed, that the. objec¬ 

tion was to the principle, and not to t'he 
•specific hill. Money w'as to he raised to 
answer a new charge on the consolidated 
f und, Avithout any statement in the^ com¬ 
mittee ot W'sjtys and means that ft * 
that object. The whole that was Avarfte<-^ 
for the year ougiit to J^jJitoiigh* unfier the 
review of the Jiouse aTorlcS^n ^-der that 
it might judge whether any, and wh#^ 
taxes weie necessarv. 

Mr. Rose said, that the great principle 
was, not t(.t* alLo.w ttieV.iys and means to 
exceed the su[)ply, and tins principle was 
not violated in the present instance. The 
consolidation act w’ent a gn at.deal further 
than this bill, and yet n^»bjection had 
been made to it. / y 

Mr. inutbrtad observed, pfiat the notio^^ 


^evCii^on till, [1350 


which had been gi\en of the design to lay 
tills duty was not at all suftic.«cnC even in 
point of fairness to those ulio were to be 
subject to it. There vws certainly no oc- 
casion for any particular haste, inprovidj*^^" quish 
for the interest oft hp fouJU^lions, 
ing the flourrdiing state oft^e coijf^'^Matcd 
fund, as staled by the gentlmneri^ni the 
other side. As to the consAftaSi^n act, 
he recollected that thcr,c htid jjcen a great 
outcry amoimthe public that taxcAionwas 
carried on under cover of consolulatlon. 

This bill was less extensive in its opera¬ 
tion, but,both were liable to strong objet- 
jeCtions. No injury would result from 
delaying this bill.—The Bill was then read 
a i^amd time. 

[Officks **iN R&version Bill.] Mr. 

Bankes moved the commitment of the Pri¬ 
ces in Revev,sion bill. • 

Lord Ossulsion rose, and spoke for ^omc 
time ; but so inandibly, that it was im-* 
possible to collect even the general pur¬ 
port of fvhat he said. He st emed to ar¬ 
gue against tjje amendments of Avhith the 
eli«ux‘Uor of tlie exchequer had given 
notice." •• ^ 

♦ Thti^Speaker UavjBg left^the chair, and 
Mr. H. Tliornton haviog tukffii the chair 
of ^he committee, % • 

fiilr. Ikinkes rcie^tand \cque.ntcd l^ave 
W remind* the comjiittee of tiie situation 
in w hich ttttey now Jtood, from the* former 
bill having been J^jetted by the 
*Tl^y were therebjJprejluded, in point ^ 
form, from bvi^igin® forward ^exactly the 


<<ane measure 
VoL. X, 


It .was on 


this that he had brought in a bbi^ 

with aTniitation in jwint of time. If this 
was cal^riwl, it would at leasgsecure om*. 
object, namely, UiCs^iAjevention of a\iy » 
new ^rant clu^fii^^he limited period, 

.lect^ie proceedings of the , 

c'onunittce. With^cspect to the groat , 
measure of a^olutel/ rcsti ictlng the crown 
.from gi^ntitfg ^IfTices in llcverslon, his 
Ject was now^ proceed in the most 
Conciliating manner possible, without sa- 
. cnfic’flg the principle of llic In 

f^cpiiig his MOWS as to tlie^nmiriUion of 
"^’iinc, he t^ioughtjl invj^wrto pr(f|)Ose a 
longer period than^at which hud been 
pmpused "^j^i'the house of lords. Tfiis 
period (two years) was too short In his 
opinion; l)ut if h^ to introduce a 

longer period, ti/j rather leareTl it would 
cut off all chain e of tlie past)iivg of the 
bill, and disturb the h o inov.y of the tvviv 
houses. Ibal it liad l^een suggesLtd to ^ 
that tills period qC two years woliIjJJ^ 
be the most olu iisivc that could be intio- 
dneed, ilir it was that '^cli the 

^ alls con- 
lon Inill determined hun t*) relin- 
this period* ami to propose one 
which lie hoped would be ccjually ti^ediil, 
without subjecting the bill to so much 
r»k. He intended, therefore, that the blank 
should he filled up, with a provision that* 
the bill .shpuld be in furce for one yeyr 
from the passing of the a^t, and from the 
olose of that period to the end of six weeks 
from the commencement of the subsequent 
session of parliament. This w'ould secure 
the remaining part ol^he present session, 
llie whole of the session, and six 

VA eeks of the sess^i follpw^ing. He hoped 
the house AA’ouJif be satisfied Avith^hi.s at. 
present, whi^he understanding, that they 
gave upi^ part of the principle ; but 
still looted forward to the further ob¬ 
ject of l/aving the measure rendered per¬ 
manent. The term would j)e sulficicj-nt for 
some ol the purposes wdi^c^i the coijimittee 
had in uew, and Uierefore was ai)^cablo 
to the situation’in will oil the house had 
been pIi«od. He had heard that some 
objection had bc>f>n taken, on the .ground 
that the reasons for the bill had not been 
stated^ip the pveatnblc. In the spirit of 
conciliation which he washed to preserve, 

•lie would move that it shoult^be stated, 

.rtie prAnble, that‘the ineSsurewas coil- 
necied with something at present pending 
in the house of commons, and that the 
words, ‘ suspended for a limited time, 
llshould be substituted for the absolute pro- 
4 Q - 
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liibition. Ho hoped the right the misunderstood, and misrepresented,* he 
chancellor of the cxclioqucr woVld sec should a.bandon it. He was glad to find 
that^ie vv;i{^disposed to gn eveiy possible that, so far, at least, he proceeded with 
# lei'gth for the safari id* harmony. Jlis the gcnerRl approbation of the house. * 
r is fit hon. (Vic iltl haOE^re stated, tiiai the alteration in the prean 3 t[?>Ie also, 

• he hf!cl rto objectibi^ to. the measure, ho'gladly coincided, as it fell m with the 
« though he did not tliTnk it of much con wish of presenting a new measure to the* 

sequence. The ohjeci^of tht^amcndrneijts other Inuiso. The former bills proposed 
of \vbi(‘h lie had given ice, there-. to alio^ish grants in r^^ersion altogether, 
fore have? bfcri to rcndvTy.he measure we**', i proposed only to^suspend the 

fereiit fror*. ’''iuitit v\ as b* forf> so that it ^^ xercise of i*h:it part of the jinTOgativc 
oid'KKsit'.an in pfiint of .for a tinielM be linyted. Thus the present 
form. As^e alieiiuionF winch ho was kbi%;-'*iir from the others in sub- 

|)os(^d \Voii)d the intended purpose, Wiiico ana kMin. Wheth(T, after all, the 

ho hoped liis right Ijfv^. friend would not rnciis iro was likely to be supported iii the 
persist ill ins amendiiieiils, wliieji he coirld- lords so as to ])ass that house, it was not 
not agree to. for' him to sa\ ; but' be thougii4 it incum- 

^ The Cliiinccllov Exchc(j2/cr wsi^ \m- bent oii the fnciuls of the irica.suro, a?nd 

willing that tlu' bouse, ii^ pursuit of the on the friends of llio cordiality of both 
measuie ivlm h it llioiight necc'ssary to be li^aise-., to a^joid iVaming it so that there 
. -'''Jopti'd Oil this occasion, should .^.cnd wofild be oln, ptijis ground of objection on 
f back fo th<i lords a l)ill so eiilirel^^ similar, the ficc ofvit, .mk), consequently, very 
. > that they had be(f)re rcjf'('tcd, that theirs Jilt le probabifivv tliat it would pass. On 
coticurreiice could not ])ossil)ly, with' any these grounds, iie approved of the measure 
regard V-^.their ibrni'? or consistene}^ be as it vvas'iVivf j)*opi)sed by bis lion, friend, 
expected. ^ .vi ’ Ufi (TfgcuijvX, l^ndbvh on a and Ibrborc to press the amcndmenls he 
former nighi, wlu ii fion.l Irieiui'p,.<nvuluul on a former night suggested. Hehad 
po.sed a hill .similar, il'*not ahogctlier the >d,sonic other aniendnuuits also in vicv\„ 
same a*s that so recently rcjca'led ,in the all it*v bug to ll^Ee^^samc eflect, of making 
upper hous(', intimaleii in what respects, the ;ure in/^re acceptable to the lords, 
he considered the mode adopted by his by coiWliiig itV^a new'shape; but ho con- 
*non. friend improper, lie admitted then, fessed,,tftafJk:'e coursf: pursued by bis hon. 
as,ue|] as now, that the Jimitatioju in point friend, oninatutc consideration of all the 
of tiino^ propose^ by a noble friend of his circnmsfaiices and all the reasons con- 
fiord Haw'kesbury) in the other houses nected'witli the general principle, ren-' 
had hi'i entire concurrence, lie tlierc- dcred these amendments unnocessiiry. 
fore could have no objection to that fea- Hfs opinion of the bill itscdl’ was not 
ture of the bill rww before the bouse, changed. He neither .saw those great 
otherwise than as b^ig conveyed in a benefits wliich some supposed likely to 
manner in which itcoiilci^not be expected result from it, in point of public eeJ^-- 
to pasjf the other h«usc. He^ had at^ that my; nor did he see that danger to the 
time intimated his inj^ention^oCt proposing prer^igative which existed in the appve- 
a danse, the object of whic)i wii^entiridy liensions of i^me of the lords. So far as 
mistaken. Understanding that otjie great it w?;s re|)re.sented to the public, that any 
ground of complaint against grantHi in re- ^i^reat diminution of its burdens could be- 
verjsion was, t^at the want' of notoriety ejected by the retrenchment of these 
attpiding them ^xa.s likety often to give offices, tlie promi.se was delusive, and 
oceasife# to their being given to improper would tie attended w ith gre:: 4 t disappoint- 
persons, he siigg€tet€Kl as a remedy, that meiit; to that rfcpre.seiitation, ihereftriO, 
every future grant of the* kind 'aiould be he wi.^hed jt.o'be no party. On the other 
published in the gazette?. This propo- hand, w^ith respect to tlie prerogative oi, 
sition for regulating the mode of granting, the crown, though *some aberation might 

* waM^posed to imply a deterinination be made J^y the^bill for. the pre.sent, Jby* 

in reversion should be made, taki(ig aw^ay thc-liberW. t)f making grafts' 

/ the*object of the committee of* in reversion, vef, wLen the office* 

w^s to^keep dvery officeAaa free* granted'should fall it the pdwer of the 
•' possible to any reform they ejowm, in that respect,^ould be increased 

think proper to ^introduce. His rjltW than dimitji^he* He was of opi-# 

was by nb means intended to nion, that grants in reCersiqn w^ere often a 
thia but toving been sor cheap mode'of i>ablic service. 
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which would otherwise be to be rewarded 
by actuiii and immediate lemuneratiuii, 
at ihc^public expence. Yet, witli this 
oj5)jnion, he thought it desirable tiiat the 
bjll sh^udd pi^ both Jiouses ol‘piujiamenl, 
because public notice had f)eeii attracted 


noticef^itt’ the intention of granting an 
oiiict^m the gazette, it would have been 
easy tb <wade by giving that^ioiicc in.^he 
interval of the prc»’rf>gution (d‘ pallia- « 
monX; and th|^otJ^r, that they should noc 
stand in the W'a^pf re form, it would be. 


to it; and many members of that house, as ^inpossible fairly tc^arry into effect, with-^ 
• well as a great portion of the public out either dVing irjj/i.'itice to iiidividuals, or 
of doors, looked ^po^ it as essential, in a / githitifjgtb^rn'^ coinpensationfov the injury 
Iiigh degrep; and though he did might su(^iV, out of the public me- 


Upon it in that view^he thought so gefief::^' 
a fcelingouglit to be wjmit iiom ’ 

chief could result ther efptrtik, Ril his vie 
lie fell in w'ith the propositipus of his 
friend ; and his reason for not declaring 
himself last night was, that he wanted to 
be infornied of the pi ecise coiubc his hon. 
feiend would tak(\ 

Mr. Whitbread could not help making a 
few observations upon what had faWen 
from the light hon. the (^jcaiiccllor of the 
cxcheijuer. He begap^ w hli doing him 
the justice to say, that hc/riad acted w ith^ 
perfect consistency throughout the wli^le 
course of the proceedings «pd!i the pie- 
#cnt measure, because he lead professed it 
to be his opinion, from the beginning, tha/, 
little advantage w'5s likcl^r to be 
from it. He had, all mh»ng as 

he had done this evouingAhat I 

w as to be expected from\d in|t{(^ way of*^ 
ecviiioniical reform, and who 

held it up as a desirable measure in this 
point of\it w,cither com]>lete]y fuisunder- 
stoixl or misrepresented it. He (*Mr. \V,) 
did not think tlial it would be productive 
of much ])resent good, but he did lllmk 
that it might be productive oi’great ulti¬ 
mate good. The burdens which the pco- 
had to support were various in tlicir na¬ 
ture, there'tvere burdens of ft'cling us well 
as burdens of taxation, and to tlicir I'eel- 
iugs it vvpuld ccrlainly ptove no small 
alleviation.—The hon. gent, txpress^od his 
satisfaction tliatliic rt. hon. tlieclKuicellorf)!’ 
the exchequer had ahaiulonod his’auiend- 
inents; from w hatiM cr inolivo Im had been 
induced to do it, whether from a 


nrt^per 
>|Hc, or 


>ik4'erence fo the seiis(? of the pt oj 
fiom^the n'coniinendatloii.of the higher 
Classes of the people, or from the advice 
of some of ^yis colleagues ii^ollice. Vrorii 
wjhatever m^ive lie bad- done it, he re- 

t e th^meiKunents, had 
ed iiuh the hill, would* 
worse than migatory.i 
|re'connection w ith iiie 
with any otlier 
bey might have beenfip;- 
rhich refated to giving 


/oicedtfit it, be#aii 
•th^ bewi introdu 
l>ave rciJtIcrcd 
They had no 
limitation of tin| 
subject fco*whi/ 
flied. ThelJ 


Kjy. These iSiiiendmcnts^Jit*v\ever, the 
riglit^horp g^t. was ready io < Jj-oi). a nd he 
^low' seeiTicfl aiMs:l<)us only y'^passthe bill 
in such a shape as niiedi^jtoot give offence 
to the other hou.s^ofparliament, stand¬ 
ing there*a5 the advocate and guaidiari of 
the honour and dignity of ihe lords; 
though, cou'iideripg Ws .situation, he (Mr. 

W.) thought t[^U It would liaVe been tully 
as becoming in him to have averted the 
rights and privileges of the commons, ffe 
certainly deprecated, as much as afiy 
.‘^on, a mi'Understanding between the ^0/ 
hrrruehos of the Icgisfature; but, if siiimi a 
niisunder-stmitiing <jmdd onavoided 
by a gu^w^iider of that . 

aves'e, he con'ressed that lie would choose 
rather the ^ormer*tlian the latter part of the 
altenyitive. 'Jdic right iiou. gent, too, as¬ 
sumed in arguniout wltat he certainty did 
inot shew, and what he fMr. W.) was.far • 
*from being convinced oV, that if the bWl 
passed the house of commons in Its present 
shape, it would have the concurrence of 
the lords. So lar was he fiom being con¬ 
vinced of lids, tlial freun the record whicli 
lie now held in his [laiid of what had 
passed in the other house 'hkHpailimueut 
upon tlie fonner hili, he was iixjined to 
draw a concluj^n <Ji^'<^f''tly the reverse.* 
From ihesc np^nites, iie saw that ?iie prin¬ 
ciple oi' hill had heei> ohjv-?cted to by 
a inaj(yHly of their lordships, and that a 
had been ^ravvn up and' signed by 
lords expressly against this prin- 
ci[)ie. The right hon. .gent, said.that an 
aihendment had been^ moved by a noble 
liieud of his (Iprd Hawkesbury^^vitfi hU 
concurrence. j3ut,»aft»er having assented 
to thednll to fts full extent in the house of 
commons, it would iiave been but respect¬ 
ful in the right hon, gent, to have con¬ 
sulted the house before giving his assent * 
to such an amendment, or certainly he 
ougl4 at least to have coi^ulted his col¬ 
leagues betore h^ gave Bis support to the 
bili without limitations of time. But, it 
was material that the house of co®ftrao|iai* 
should be aware, that the same lords who 
had voted againsj^ j?he principle of bill .. 
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likewise voted against the amA^mcst; 
and that his maje'=;ty^s confidential ser- 
vfUft \va< in a minority in «thd upper 
hyise, ranged wn 
the princes of liie 


supported them'. Upj 
thcrtdore, he should 


^position against 
’(Jfpd^and those wiio 


: what ground r?ow, 
glad t 9 hcar,\vouU 


the present bdl not iVeet it^e same fi^te 
with ihe other? He ' the 


Other house there wenf rtf^Wariety ot' iii;tT% 
impiementn /{.?Jluding toVthei proxies), 
w1 11 be shiFtcd bacivvaad aOd ^ 

ward, so as^bring the ksng^'s ministers^iM debatf^ 
second‘time iffWWi.-’-’^duocity, and to afibrd W,h on his mind 
a new triumph to a |JWty rqore powerful 
than the administration.—Mr. ^^Vhitbredd* 
hcj'e recapitnlarecl the fortunes of the mea¬ 
sure from the first time fc^iat it was propos¬ 
ed down to the present da}*. In tlie late 
parliament the house of commons passed a 
,7**B£olution, limnded upon a report of the 
com mil-tee of finance, for an address* to 


v. e king, praying ojTices might, in fu-.vtioa to two y^rs; because it gave an as- 


turo be gi anted in reversion, and a bid'was 
broughf'Ts^^.to jiftix th .9 legislative sanction 
to this resoIdJftrS!Iw that 
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I bill; but he wan extremely desirous •that 
I it should be .carried into eflect, as the first 
tniits of the inquiries of the com^'iittee of 
finance. He thought that the v^iscst aSid ' 
mo.st dignified course for#that Jsouse to 
take w'as, to persevere in sending the bill 
back to the lords, in its old shape 5 and* 
therefore, when it came out of the com-^ 
mktee, it was his intenl^on to move, upon 
5 yy^iAg up the report, that t^ie clause of 
i^iinitation should be left out altogether, 
yjjf^he sli^dd he/«r,bnvvever, in the course 
i*tison to induce a persua- 
that the bill, even in it* 
present shape, would meet the concurrence 
of the lords, lie should desist from his pur-* 
pose, hoping that when it/ex-pirod it would 
be again renewed, and that, perhapvS, atf a 
time when it would liave fewer prejudices 


to«encounter. At all events, he thought it 
hetfer to fill up^^the blank in the way that 
had been premos^d, than to limit its dura» 


surknee that itV would expire during the 
sitting of I^ar^iarient. 

Mr. Davks Giddy threw'’ out some ideas 


parliament took place before the bill W>^J„»;especting apian for remunerating public 
pa-sed ; but, hen the present parliament ‘ ' - * - ' - .. j! ■ 

met the bill was renewed, andjiass^d the 
house ()f commons with only one dissenting 
voice. Ituas afrerw.irds thrown out iif 
tliie lioiV'C of lords, in such a way as to 
sh( 4 w that his n.ajesty’s ministers dld not 
take a very livolj^ interest in the measure. 

The house of commons wore obliged a sc-f 
cond tipm, on finding their intentions 
frustrated, toyuhivess tint king, praying 
him not t(v grant othecs in reversion. This 
ses.sion-tfnother hill was^rought in, A\hich, 
after .some debate in tli^ords, liad like¬ 
wise bfen throw'll out. bill ^ was 

brought before the iipusc for'^mevcniiug 
the grant of ofiices in reversion fo^^ limit¬ 
ed time, w'hich he thought likely tr> m^ ct 
the same fate with the two formeV^,bills, 
the eonscquenc£ 4 t of which would be to 
compel tile house^to recurthe old mea¬ 
sure of ^ address to the king. The right 
hon. gent, scemeck l<» think, that the pre¬ 
sent bill was not likely to give olfence to 
their lordships j upon what ground, it was 
diflicuit to conceive: because, if their 
lordships were hostile to the principle, 
there was no change in the principle of 
th$ present bill^ and the clause limiting 
its durationjiad been proposed and^iega -1 
tived. He, for offe, therefore, had no hope 
that It would pass into a even in its 
presdjst Ibrm, He did not wish to e.xag- 
liie bi^nefita to. derived from, the 


Af 'KicCvS, by which, w'ithout diminishing 
the'-SA/J’ces of ly^^anal Jibcrality, an im- 
mens^'tqng might be ellected. A sum, 
not exc^linja^TdbjOOO/. granted in life 
annuities public servants, above 45 
years of trgfc, wsml^ be amply sufiicient 
for that purpo.se. 

Mr. PuUcr considered tlio measure as a 
tub throvMi to the whale, ai;d left by Ins 
TiKt^esly’s ministers to float its own way. 
The late inmister.s maiuiged ilieir tubs 
better; tlie bill for abolishing the Skne 
trade, for instance.: their Vhanecllor iil^v 
jng remained in to give it tlnf final .sanc¬ 
tion, ^fler all his colleagues had resigned. 
Though he tlfought the bill of.no use, he 
was willing to gratify the public by pass- 
ifijj it. He respected the pen]jlc, and felt 
for thefii, and tliouglit that they ought to 
ue gratified as inucli as pu.s.sible, even in 
thdr fillies; particularly in^a case like 
the pi'esent, when this could bo done witht, 
out much ipjury to their interests.' For 
his own part, lie was of opinion that the^ 
power of graftting rcA’er.sion^.was of great 
service to jhe pubWe, as a. mean of reward-. 
Jog nublic services; an^ .i lfinitelypi'efen% 

ble to granting jSension. 

•fell vacant, a minister 1 
p his own pocket; 011 
dol. ^ 

^ ir John Nett^porT 
^0 find th^ present ] 


^ v'hich, vdien tfeey 
i‘4ht either put 

I ^give to a child at 

bis surprise 
utfiti con&ilejr«d by* 



, any one as of little importance. He held shoukl m^J^ply mention one circumstance 
in his liand a list of otTices held in reVer- connect^'*with this department, to shew 
.sion in Ireland, which would completely to what txfjcnt abuses lia<f beer^ carried^ 
» demor^trate the fallacy of this ^opinion. ^About four years a^o^whcn an act ofpaf-^ 
He mercK; mentioned a lew of tiiem. by liameiit* was passed jt4 transfer in future 
way of specimen. In the custom-house siich causes as it .hat^focen usual to try ui 
department, there were no fewer than nine. tliKcourt of ejtchequc^ in Ireland, to the 
■ oflices held in reversion, to each of which courjs^f king's i)enchXr common pleas, a 
a salary of 300/. ^ year was annexed. coTniTi>f»k>^ aip<is atjtJij same time appoijit- 
And here it material to observe,•t^!t^J^3y3^inu|uirc into m^ mnount of fees which 
it was not the amount of the salaries which ^<l^Lld been paiid to Jtie ollicers^d#^’^ cxehe- 
lormed the most ofijectoJWijle pJBiLo^ tlidN^^uer^coifi't, am^rcompensation 
arrangement; hut the seritTrf*i^)i<!^f the them uimn <be averageyimount of 

evil was, that they pre^enletl an insur^^hese fees for ihiee years.^^g;^i^f the*con- 
inountahlc obstacle to reform in that de- Mihdated fund ^ ^ and 4^is commission had 
jrartment. The oflice of storekeeper of boert actually employed for three weeks 
the port of 4 )ubLi 3 » had been originally in consideiing whether a compensation 
gramed for three lives, and was now lield ought not to be mady to ^hc rat-calchcr to 
for two lives (the tw o Beresfords), to which the board of ordnance 1 in short, lie would 
was annexed a salary of 2133/. whicliP take u[)on himself to prove, that cginpcn- 
might be*spared to the pul^»c, after pay- satioii^ had been given in many instances 
ing a dyjjiity for performlj^aH the duties by a noble lord (Castleveagh), whonf ho 
of the oiheo. And here alsoyuie loss was di(f ip)t now see in hi^ place, and who^ 
not confined to the salary wid; but ttlT* never failed to make his escape wdieijjpn^ 
existence of tiie odice itself,?e ntlered rt part of his conduct in ^cland^w^»rffkely 
impossible to reform the present system of to be loitpj[,V‘4l upon, Ap^^yTOcurc the 

storages, from which theijmblic was a ma- the Individuals w^ho received it ^ 

teriar sulierei*. Accordingly, he had the union ^Detwecii the two countries, 

posed to grant a coiitpon#f"^mi to the hum- He .should mention one instance out 
er and expectant of the o^cc, prd^^led o{ many wl/ch he could adduce. About 
that they would give 'up theV titljb^io it, a y^t'ar before the lunon took jdacc, lie ap- 
to relieve the public from a v^hicli plied to a noble lord to accept the office * 

it was at present suhjectpck-^nYiftrc than of chairman of tlie Iri.sh house of peers;; 
six times the anmunt of tlie s'^ary. It and upon that noble lord’s ^ileading his ill 
would, he said, be quite endless to go stiatc of health as an excuse, he ])revailed 
through the list, and therefore he should upon him to cofnply, by assuring hiip that 
merely mention a few more by way of he would only have the perform 

specimen. The office of craiicr and whar- for one year, and that he^hould the 
finger of the port of Dublin, all the duties salary for life. All jiiomises and eii^ge-. 
l^ilj^hich were performed a deputy lor ments of this naluri/vvhi«h the noble lord 
IjOoL was heldTjy tw^o brothers of a noble had en|ered into/'had been mo.st scr^pu- 
marquis, w ith the reversion to lord II,« S. lously observed but, qiiibi-tunataiy,every 
•(kmway, w ith a salary of nearl^' 1000/. a promise Avhich he had made to the ])eopie 
year. "The office of comptroller of yiie seemed to* be utterly forgotten, 
port of Cork was hold liy sir J. Lees, w ith * Mr. UMuIph made a few observations 
the reversion to his two sons, w ith a salary in,^irt!ply to some suggestioiv thrown- out 
of 800/. a year, after paying a deputy {or IVJr. Davie.s (i^ddy, foy'the establish^ 
discharging tl^e duty. The right •hoii/ ment of a fund fo« the purjmse of^mu- 
baj;ptiet asserted, that if thh house of lords nerating distinguished [^ibHc services, 
wished tT) know upon what ]^ouiids the Mr. 1 i^ney astted whether he was to 
l)iil wasi recommended by jhe house, it understand that the bill, in its present 
Mould be suffij;i£Bt to •send the list form, w^ould have the full and cordial sup- • 
whicjti he now hekNn his lyiitd. The of- port of maje-sty's ministers ? [No an- 
tauter of mpfes, w»mh had been swer was given.] * 
dro^p^d foi* two c|nLries, Was renewed • Lord Horchester coqtcndcd,^that after the* 
in favour of «the fiAfg hon. J. BereVord, itifuses w^iich had been cnum^eratq^l by the 
with a salary of ajrear. If he were, right hon. baronet (sir J. N(?wport), whose 
tg yp into the la\y tepaJ;t^leut, there hej accuracy could npt be questiQned> and 
could find plai:es.Aottaerely of 8 or 900// \yhich he had given as but a small speew 
pf 10 orlPajs^. a yeav. He x%ei\ of those whiclvfio ltnew.to exist, ^ 



15S&3 FARJL. DEflSTBS, 7, ISOS.— ^ffic^s in Reversion Bill, ' * [I34(i 

must obvious tht there psiTt of! sion which Imcl fallen from the ri^lik hon. 

the prerogative which was imfre abused gerft. whith ho hafi heard with a mixture 
the oi' granting effiles in re- of surprize and indignation. /He should 

/version. The honse^commons had been accede io the bill, in its present shape; 
frequently called in the course of hojdng that, at a future periojjij it would ’ 

the present and thA^hte .war, to grant rfe- be carried into effect without any limita* 
Wards to (hose vvhoTby emipentond sp^on- lion of time. , * 

did services, had reiommernded thei^dves Mr. Wilbevforce complimented his hon. * 
to the gratitude ofcdUiiti;yvv Hiul *he friend (Mr. P>ankes),,for having, in the 
trusted that they wtfuiA have many* M T t of the jiresent n\e'risai’e, shewn 

calls of''•bndar kind nr ansiver ; but, Inm^eii' to^ lie animated with the truest 
the recollecfr^n cf afiy rnem^^'^pit ii l>atrj^\t4ittjn* Those who wished 
her of thtVorrimiUep, wbeuicr he renj^MQ prjrv^-qji^ry^ breach between the two 
berecl to ha^^Jt![|Ll\vd of such services being* '^jraiiches of the legislature, and who were 
rewarded with ottbi^'S w'hich it bad been anxious at the same timci to carry into 
rustomavy to grant in revei»§idn; though etfect an important measure of public re- 
the crown was certainly in possession of form. Would, he was^ fijmly convinced, 
the mea^s of aiRplyi|*e\varding, from this agree wilh him in opinion, that foi the 
fund alone, sendees thamost conspicuous alterations which had been introduced into 
and liidlliant. Tiie chancelloV of the ex- •'the bill, his hoii. friend was entitled to the 
^ che^quer had said, that this \vas the cheap- thanks of that house, and of thd counliy. 

^ rst mode of remunerating public services, He asked tho^ u ho seemed to object to 
^ and his lordship was very much pfrai^l fliat any modrfiVtiou of the bill which might 
and expectation's were too often' remJyve the objections which were 

tin* v;ay in \vji?ich the meritorious ser- felt to the•fpVfcier bill in the house of lords, 
vanls ()f Ihf^idftiuiwere rcvv^tl^. With to bear in mind that there were two 
* respect to the present bill, he branches of thet legislature, and that it 

that the honour and charactVr of the housi^iwas impossible to carry any measure into 
were staked upon the meas4*o;%and that Ifihct withouj^be concurrence of both, 
tliongh it was important in \itself, it hpd "riiX^lueing life case, if they really had it 
acquired an,additional importance ftom at hevnt toVo somef eitectual and substan- 
^ thi > circumstance, independant of its ow'n tial goidVnvr the country, they must be 
^ntr'insic merits. The right hon. gent, desirou^r.t/ jftn*sue the object which they 
had told the committee (and his lordship had iVl view in the way which w*as least 
confessed that he had heard him with not objectionable, and which w.\s least likely 
a little nsionishment), that it was possible to shock the prejndices of I he other house, 
for the common ', to send up the Idow, then, did the matter stand ? A bill, 

bill io/dlut house of lords, in such a shape prohibiting the grant of olnces in rever- 
•as rmt to merit e\'<m common attention sion, had been repeatedly .sent up to the 
froTT^ their lordslwps. -Such was the Jan- other house, and repeatedly rejected^and f 
guage held by that right hon. gept. wiio all That now remained 'tdl* them to do, 
united in hftnself the two offices of chan- vi'i^h a view to a more fortunate practical 
cellor of the exclK*quer, and of a /.ealous result, to frame the present measure* 
and strenuous advocate for the dignity iri,s!Tf;!i a way as to obviate those olfjcc- 
ahd honour of the house of loHh;^! IJi-f tions which bad produced the failure of 
lordship, however, renimded the co’p- the'two former bills. He was far from 
mitten, that tfie house •of commons pos^i thiukirfg the present a measure of small 


RessW^the means of enforcing attention to 
their measures'^ dr, at least, pf they did 
not, their ancestors had them, •fTe hoped, 
therefore, that they would shew the people 
that they were not wholly wanting in' that 
spirit w^hich had animated thejr, forefa¬ 
thers; and that they would persevere till 
•they had attained thiir object, wjth a firtn 
dctermiiftatioii to do their duty, disedn- 
no difficulties, and undaunted by 

» m of princes. #He begged pardon 
warmth with which he expresaqjd 
but it was excited by tUe expreg- 


NijnpOrtance ; because it was impossible to 
sa'y to what lertgth the vicious priiHiiolc 
which went to eradicate might grow. 
Pensions might come to be granted in Re¬ 
version aft well# as pU»ces. There w^as 
anothcR view in whi/ih if struck hiin as 
iipportaiit. ^he I N^ing of»reveri|icms 
was peculiai^y liiih» abuset and pnthat 
acedunt singularlylcaleulaftd to excite 
, public odium. Wfci a place w^as bo- 
, stowed only fey^oneln^e, there was a^hqf" 
Tier in public optniofc ajpiny: its being im- 
pixipcnly con&rred^B^^ the, character 
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of the, person to whom it was given was I ni.stei;s, whj{nught be supposed capable of 
A'jjow'iJ; but it was otJwnvise with places j judgiiig^li^^h^ther the measure would have 
in reversiAi, which might devolve upon / the suppott of all his majesty's minkters?^ 


persoHji totally disqualified (ioni .jjoldjjig 
them, ehi>er by their characters or ta¬ 
lents. Under a popular govermem, sucl» 

'' UF. tliat under which "wc l)v<*d, it w'as more 
material than under any other to guard 
iiaainst the possibility oi sucii abuses ; and 
it was the duty of that house, not to 
any blots to \vhich the tingci- of pulnic 
scorn mi gilt be pointed,^, because •ihey^ 
produced an etlect upoiTlh^^itL^t^f thi^^ 
jjeople beyond their real >Aorllv ditii>* 
cult times, loo, like the i>rescrit, every 
thing ought to be done to lighten the 
vessel of tlie^tal.e, ^liat it nnght ride more 
seciifely in th(^ mid^t of the storm. The 
present measure he contended to be one 
branch of a s])eci<.'s of reform which it* 
was completely in the povycr of [lavlia- 
ment to accomidish. If :.uere w<'re no 
other reasons for acquiesemg q» the bill in 
its present niodihi'd sliape, lu/was of opf*H 
nion, that this considera{ion»Ai^Iilf*to ha^ | 
XA eight with the houM*, >i/.. the impolicy 
<.>f holding out one branch of the legisla¬ 
ture to public odmin, * It ought also to be 
recollecteii, that in a comstituthm such as 
that under which wc had thA happinc;/s to 
live, and wdiicli was composnl of(iiUhjent 
oulers, it was the duty of bouse of 
commons to meet the otti^;i.»^^nAfee *lialf- 
way : and such a line ol condncr>.*he in¬ 
sisted, would be niiicli more cretlliable, 
than pursuing the barren and unproduc¬ 
tive honour of niercdv preseiMiig its own 
consistency. 

Mr. Tierney thought it an erroneous 
gPLi^iiil of argument th suppo.se, that the 
aTferations noi^iadt* would conciliate the 
lords, 'fherc was no good reason to tlpnk 
* that would be the case" He gaK^e full cre¬ 
dit to the motives which had induced tlie 
hon. gent, to make the alterations now 
belbre the house ; but he could noflielp 
thinking these altmations an al^arKlonmenyr 
of the principle the house had so li eqiAauly j 
assorted, williout any erne thinking of 
InnitinjLif it in point of dura^wun If lie 
could b# sure the bill, as aineude*d, would 

• 1 ,1 _ 1 -.• __4^:__ 


pass, he would 
Bpt^he lookea iif 
socjii an a^suranc 
tlie lojfds, but he 
spect the fed mgs 
lords .were as muc* 
houses had 
mg of the feglin] 


press his Sentiments, 
iin for any tlnng like 
^le h^ a respect for 
bqumil more to te- 
kfftho people; and the 
fcoufid to do so as he. 


isame^ means of jud§- j 
^d sentiments of the|| 
people* He ha3| »i%ibis majesty’s mi 


But be could get no satisfactory answer/ 
V/ the bilb thoiigli aljove a year under' 
dftcussion, had ^ev^/been a subject of 
civhjnet consideration. J A greater imniber 


of loi;d.s had, on a furnitr occasion, sirongly 
oppds^dUtjjp ,i*imifVtif4i in time, than up- 
t.he princiiye^f the bill. How, 
'*!,ii{*n, could it be #>“pected, tlia^.i^Aial they 
^ lately*rejycl^i with increased asDCj^v^. 
^a^lTl now be fTccoi)table to tbem. ^ome 
.feVtlieii lord.ships had dccia^j,d*‘they >fK>uld 
not sanction such a^'^cSs;ne ibr a da\'. 
Tkedmusc ob toiamons had lii *, rigiits of 
the people t*o maintain, and it was their 
duty to adhere to tlios<^ rights. It was 
certainly an cvjl, jf/iny brancirbf the le¬ 
gislature vv as brought into disrepute, But, 
what if this unw'orthy condu<‘t was pur¬ 
sued \vith respect to the very hig^hest 
brmich, by a dark junto hid liehiiid the^p 
throne’. Such practices h id been 
in the worst times of opr iiistorj'; the 
junto hud never till novV^, come ibrth and 
arrayed itself against his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters. He h^been fold this language had 
been usedjo his uKijcsty’s iminslers; 

They umm' w ho made them ministers, 
anj the sanie ])ower might unmake them.” 
indeed, the conduct of his Inajesty’s mi- • 
aislers towards their sovereign liad beeij 
highly criminal. It was not his charge to 
dejeud the executive poxvef. But, lie was 
sorry to say, his majesty’s name was now 
ill circuiustances in vvliid^ po good man 
Mould wish to see it placed. 
hon. gentlemen 0 [)posite had, indeeCTA'Coin- 
menced their adrniiii.str^ion on the same 
pimciple. The constuulioiial prui%ij)le 
was, that the king should lii(ive«tlie credit of 
every thing go’»d an^ gracious, and the 
ministers all the blame of what might be 
I of a diilerent character. But the right 
cull emeu opposite a^led. very, uif- 
ferentivs and iuUoduccd iftid allowed the 
use of the suvereigp’s name, coupl^iwitil 
conduct the most ungi a^ioi*;' He adverted 
to the adifu'is presented by the shiuiils of 
the city of London, winch was compli¬ 
mented by his majesty as an example \v or- • 
thy of general imitation. But, next day, ^ 
the same sherilhs nrcsented petitions, 


l>pth hopsoS in favijur of this.bill, wliiclj 
V<as fhoCght so dangerous and disloyal as 
wholly to uridermiue tire 


disloyal as 
pjerogativc. 
liow was this mco^^:>istency to be account^ 
for*? Probably a whisper had beoti givm 
Jp one of the leading aldermen. This 
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n^ode of proceedm^ w as notJ^ftnoujable. 
But; lipon what occasion had \tiie .right 
gefQtlemeii opposite expressed one 
JfAtr or manly sentiment in the liole course 
■ of the proceedings. ^ this quesiio/i ? IVe 
knew well, that tlm^otjy princip-ie tHit 
actuated the right qpn. gentlemen was Uow 
they could retain th^ir offices. Tln^rin- 
ripie of the measuil; /as, 
should he granted—inYcversion, 
ccoiioni4#vj*^3 resell tat io\ contained in Wi 

Spf prh could V^iulc to iiolhina^. 
but this n^casure. lie^rtTerred a iesg(fu ^4 
tion bf the miyge to be carried to the foot 
of the throne to efonned bill, whk-li 
might ultimately be nnsilctes'sful. • 
dark junto could impede such a resolution. 


His majesty wcmiUI, .no doubt, gi\o hi;; 
faithful cbiniiions tl\c a-’^urance tiiat would 
satisfy Jlhcni on iiiat head. This would be 
a .security for a year, and might b(' con¬ 
stancy renewed, ar’.d the bill migHit be 
L continually presstjd In the mean tirne^witli 
\hsx--reliance of tliose advantages thfit ma¬ 
ture and^lic operation of exter¬ 

nal circmhstanccs might gnc. But when 
this temporary bin should expire, supjios- 
ing it in dbc first instance io pass, what 
security was there that a inori'j violent op¬ 
position than ever might nntkjje m.ule ^o 
the renewal Unless the bill %va^’ made a 
‘ government measure, there was no chance 
jhat it would pass, and it might be cast 
back at the close of the session, without 
any other elfecl from the concession maih* 
by the commons, than the loss of that jmb- 
lic csteen'i^ji^UapliroliaMon acijuired by 
the pfu^^C^verant^ with which the whole 
jncajHirre had been so repeatedly pressed 
on the upper house. The people were 
altai^ied to this measure, because pt was 
the corncr-s4one of a system of reforma¬ 
tion, founded upon plain*and practicable 
principles, such as were acted upon by 
the late administration, in their abstaining < 
to dispo.se-of t^ic reversion of a Tellel^hip 
whicl:^ had fallfcp in, a «short time befoi^ 
tfiein^rsignation. Th^ proceedings now 
adopted woul(f leare nothing on tlie jour¬ 
nals to mark the stand which'rtwas the 
duty the house to make. Wiiy was 
• not a conference demanded, according to 
the ancient constitutional practice ? If 
lo^ds^wcre called npon to assign rea- 
|ions, why jpight not in amicable ^rrangt^ 
ment be entered into oy both partfes?'Bi>U 
y /ras a third ]>ftrty w hich was unfor- 
itely too powerful. ^If the bill did not 
Vhc hoped a resolution would be oar- 
to the foot of the throne, and renewed 
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/ as often as it expired, till the measure 
coultd be carried. He again adverted to 
the importance of the bill to/he pedple^ 
and the duty of the house tO main,*din itr. 
He .was most anxious for the riglifs of the ’ 
people, but he w^as erjually so for the ho¬ 
nour of thesovercign, wInch w as materially * 
implicated and compromised by the con¬ 
duct his majesty’s mirysters had pursued. 

a short conversatioy between Mr. 
II. Martin,. Mr. W> Smith, Mr. Bankes, 
Ail'd *i\h> W^h itbrya d. ah amendnumt was 
.iliscrt^'injifofi^proamble of the bill, slat- 
•iig that the measure w^as adopted wdth a 
view to promote, or encourage, an impor¬ 
tant iiujuiry which was now^ making by 
the house of common^;, .aiu^tlier amend¬ 
ment substituled the' term ' suspending’ 
instead of prohibiting’ the granting of 
^)iaccs in reversion.—The proviso for 
gtanting to the judges, &c. reservations 
similar to thosbyof the crowm, Mr. Bankes 
proposed to\exrend to bishops and arcli- 
N^shops, wdn«i, after a short conversation, 

I in which H. Martin and Mr. \V. 
Smith particTj;ated, was aerced to.—Va¬ 
rious verbal aiiKindiiients were made in 
the bill, and the hrtuse having been re¬ 
sumed, the/ reno»t was ordered to be re¬ 
ceived to-mc^ow. 

i^r. Whi^'cad gave notice, that as the 
hon. ^entllfeeii 0 })posilc persisted in their 
silence (ki /he^bject, lie should persevert* 
in hisVnrfginal iiitcnlion, and move to¬ 
morrow- sucli alterations in the bill, as 
w'ould restore it precisely to the stale in 
tthicli the last bdl qiiitlcd the house for 
the house of lords. 

The Speaker apprised the hon. gent, tliat 
such a propositifin’would be contrar^t, f 
tile course of parliamcntavy'procceding. 

I^r. Whiihread then intimated, that lie 
should propose to make the.bill literally • 
different from the last, though substantially 
the .same. 

Tile Speaker still declaring, that it w^as 
irregular to make such a proposition, 

^Mr. Whitbread stated, tiiat he should 
probably move l^^ extend tlm limitatioii^^to 
a term ol’Q.tjL years. He express’c(f his de¬ 
sire, that the hon. gent, would ptJStpoij^i 

the bringing up ottho n-- ... i... 

to give^ time, tor a 
the most effec^al st( 
of ^is object.^ 



t:|j^until Monday, 
j consideration pf 
'or the a4tainm|jrtt 


Ml*. Bankes replies 
was one of great •‘pu 
vv\iich had exited 
^attention, he wasanxi 
proceed with as Irti 



at a% the subject 
interest, and one 
n^iderable pitjdig 
hat the bill should 
[elay as possible. 
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The hon. gent, might submit any amcod- 
ineiifs that he thought proper on tinl third 
reading.^ 

, Iljr. miitbread said, that he lyoiihl pre¬ 
pare ’!^yllseJf■ with some suitable amend-' 
menls for to-morrow, as he was deterrniiiod 
not to allow the bill to pass through ano¬ 
ther stage witiiout snlnnltting to the liousc 


bis opirxion on the t,ab|ect. 


Ifsi A,„ p 

I reading of this bill. 


HOUSE OF LORDS 

Friday, idpril 8 

[Scotch Judicature 
question for the second 
touching the administration of justice in 
Scotland, ^ 

J’he Lord CJidnivilor exjdalned at some 
length his views upon this subject, and 
the objects of the bill ; which were 
divide the court of session into tw o cham¬ 
bers of seven and eight judges, to give 
those courts certain pov/ers of making re¬ 
gulations with respect to proceedings, nrs4 
with respect to interim e:j{arytiou«, wdnlst 
appeals were pending; and also to issue a 
commission to ascertajii in what case it 
might he proper to establish a trial by 
jury. Witli respect tc^tliis mode of trial, 
his lordship obsei^ed, tha he had been 
upbraided out of doors^wilh using lan- 
gmige upon this subject Wlveh he had 
nevei a])plied to it; he iu- ufl those 

eulogiiiMis w'hic h had ‘bf^n )\ifJ\^d upon 
tlm trial by jury, and to which., in tliis 
count,rv, he felt tluuweowcd om hapjuiKs^ 
and our llherty ; bat it did not lolh*\v 
that it Was eijually applicable to Scot¬ 
land ; nor was it a pohtic or jirojjer 
mode of [uoi'ceding* to fori (' that mode 
fii* Inal upOM^i comitry where, in civil 
eases, its benefits were not understood 
or appreciated, lie thouglit it would 
require consitlerable delibcratlim and cau¬ 
tion to ascertain to what casi s the tritfl by* 
jury might he piojicrly applied. - With 
respect to the bill, he wislusi it fcThe com¬ 
mitted befeve the rece.>,-. ; but that tile 
house should®not stand « 4 oiimnMt d by liie 
‘^finciKknents then made, iind thenf-re 
that the bill should be recoineTitted alter 
ntc recess. * * • 


I [is’lt; 

spoctahle ; JLs the latter were liable to be 
actu.iifit on such a subject, by prejudices 
I which lie i^^oald denomimie Jaiulnblcpr^ 
judices, hut which w^oiild, iievertlielt|p, , 
Alandpn the way ol'that complete mcasiiVe 
mhicjl was w'anted/ With respect to trial 
vy jury, he ihoiigirif there ought to be a ^ 
stronger reebmmendation of it iii the bill 
^^ as TNt present, a stronger indi- 
(ft the (‘jiiiiiAn of the legislature 
in its favour. 

Lord AldviJh referred To an pinnion of 
'b>rTi Mansfictid, Respecting a proposTlion, 

’to introduce gradually the |nal hy^ury in 
<,’ivil cases int(» Scdtle^^AfTaiid observed, that 
^ifter the* dpabts ex^jressed Ujioii this sub¬ 
ject by that cMuincnt* lawyer, he might 
well hesitate with respegl to the ])olicy of 
introducing tliap/iode of triiPi into Scot¬ 
land. lie tliouglit that the recornmenda- 
tion of that inude of trial in the bill was 
.alreiuly ratlier loo strong. • 

^ The Earl of was unwilling * 

enter iillo any discussion of th e 

ffersta 


Lord Grcmilt^A 
Jjebettei^to divic^J 
tUVee chaqjbers, til 
this nati*i’e, be 


of 


J1 though I 1 licit it w'ould 

f e r'omt* oi session into 
two. ^Jpim a subject 
J tliouglit it was t*Ue ()re- 
lerable mode t<JU:ons«it the interests ot 
those to whom jiJfce w^as to be admirtls- 
•Heft.‘d, rather Urn/tae opfnion of thc»se b^^ 
whom it was 5lai*iil isle red, Ifou'ever re- 
VoL, X. ’ \ . • . 


merits of tlie bill, after the unfH?staiid- 
ing of their lordsliij'is as uT die jupper 
time. Still, he could not as&ent to the 
changes vvl^lrhad*taken place in the pre¬ 
sent bil+fTjpm that submitted to the house 
on a Toi ler occasion. It was intended, 
"t^iat the l/’o chambers of th^ court of ses- « 
slon should not sit at the same time. J’hi» 
he corL'>i(h red unnecessary, or ratli(?r im¬ 
proper, because, it was to be remembered, 
ijiaf the gicrit pnipoiti^i of business in 
actions in that court, was chiefly done in 
writing ; and, therefore, the time of the 
judges, whose pis sc nco diiily wv^s not want¬ 
ing, would be mill'll better empfoyed in 
rc'.'idimi the pleadings on tlie various causes * 
iijxui \\hi{ h they would be subseqiaently. 
cfAlled ujKjuto pronounce judgment. The 
noble lord thefught there was not that ne¬ 
cessity I’or caution and circumspection so 
much recommended. Tliis measure had 
cl'tained the fullest investigation of almost 
ivory desiriptkgi of pcfipTe in Scotland. 

It w^as debated ably and full3iii that 
hou^e ; and, tlferefori^', u?>the evil of the 
present system vvas acknowdedged, the re¬ 
formation and remedy ought to be prompt . 
and eiiicicnt. J'hc bill was then read a se¬ 
cond time. 

[CfitiuN Bill.]. On the third.r e:,idip| f 
juf tin [all* prohibiling the exportation uf'*N, 

Bathirst observed,* that* in conse¬ 
quence of the embargo in America, tbhn? * 
had been some ground for apprehending 
‘ that a sulhciein supply of cotton would 

• 4 R , 

. y . 
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not be obtained for the conMinipikin- of 
this country : th^iT was, however,^tit: was 
h^J»py to state, no ground for nVanii upon 
tlife subject; there W'as a c(jnsidt‘rable 
stock on banri, and ih^re Va.s now every I 
' reason to Ixdieve, tha^ a sufficient sn()pl)ii 
would be obtained, even su,j>posing the 
embargo to be continued. The ( ontir^tau 
of Europe had been cuf off,'* 
events, from its supply of cotton ; Vuid 
orders hacTtJlt^ally been sent dVom fier- 
nianjrw^i’ocurc ( ottoii froiw^ l^rkey, by 
land-carriage ; a species‘of cotton of an 
inferior ^he manufacturers 

here would not use. vnder these circum¬ 
stances, he thougl^t there cOvdd be iicT 
doubt as to the policy of securing to our¬ 
selves a sufficient* supji^ly of this article, 
by prohibiting the cxf) 0 ^t If, iiowcver, 
there should be a surplus, licences would 
lu' gr.'\ub d to export it. With respect to 
. theObj -etion to the principle of lict'uecs,' 
liV^lc by his noble friend (lord (ireiivdle} 
on T*ii;}Vncr nigl'b thought it ina{>pli- 
caMe ; iuasiK ich as t»lio tr<iding under li- 
CM'McV was sanctioned by various ])iece- 
d'cnt^, and by sf’veral '^icts ,of jinrhainent 
in the last war as well as in present. 
Till •oc successive adininistratr>n'>> since 
the commencement of the jirVent v\ar,. 
bad exercise(r'’diis power ; and Ke saw nb 
reason why the same credit should not be 
glfen to tin; present administration as to 
the former ones, ^^br its due exercise. The 
trading to the polls of the enemy was at' 
all times ilU gal, except under licence 
from the i^ing in^ council. The whole 
^ontineivt^vns at present our eneini(‘s, with 
the exception of Sweden and Sicily ; and 
as in tj^sc countries there were ia> cotton- 
manufactories, the* export of cotUri to 
them must be*Intended ultimately for tJie 
enemy. Under these circumstances, the 
extension of the prohibition to neutrals ap¬ 
peared to him perfectly justifiable, in order 
to prevent a grfr^d export to the coniincnt 
of kn aAicle of'udVich they stood so mu< h 
in nee^cb and thereby leave us without a 
sufficient supply. 

Lord St. John contended that the real 
ground upon which this bill hail been suit 
to that house w^as, that it was the Intention 
to injore the manufactures of the. enemy^ 

‘ up^n the supposition that our yvvii wonld^ 
tKmtbv be bbi^efited by ensuring themj^ 
a monopofy. IjjWas, in this point of view/ 
of those visionary measures; some of 
which had been already <3efore the house, 
and which could only tend to the, injury 
jjj^teud of the benefit of our manufactures.* 


If tiic, cotton-manufaefurcs of the enemy 
were (destroyed, what would then be the 
consequence ? All cutton good^f in the 
lerriturios 'tif the oneniy must thea^iui- 
media)cly be known to lx: liritisfi, and 
instead of finding a sale, would meet with 
a ]jn)!\il)ition. Tlie variaiileness of tastC'* 
was well known; and il'the cotton-inanu- 
t'actoi’ies of the enemy were destroyed, 
N^.a^if/ere not reason to fcu»’ that taste 
•JCnigiit again a ary, and some other articles 
substii'Ucd ior cotton? Jt was a most 
^tttDtakeijP f^jli^-yto supposi’, that by de- 
stf(’)ying (‘oiNpeliilon we should destroy 
our own manufactures. Tlie contrary wa.S 
the truth ; inanufactures thrived best by 
competition; this was pyoved hi tin* case, 
of our ex[K)rts to the United States, whidh, 
111 the arhcle or<‘otton goods, had beconu* 
mfarly double since America became a 
niaiinf«K luring country, of w bat they w'ere. 
before. lie oby cted decidedly to (be 
power vested in llie crown of granting 
ilT^ices, asitAAcnt to make every mer- 
ehant in (tie AOitplom dependant upon the 
exec'Ulive gen eriiineut : added to this was 
the iiu onvi'iiienee •exjiericneed by mer¬ 
chants at the out-ports in procuring H- 
('eiiccs. The nolde esi,rl had spoken of 
this power bejfig jiroperly exercised by 
three succe^ve administrations, and had 
called jfor tl»;* same confidence. He did 
not distrust^e^ble earl, but he objected 
to the pfimfiple ; and if the argiiniont of 
the noble earl went to any ^hing, it w'ent 
to this, that every honest nvan ought to be 
eiiirusted with arbitrary powder. So far 
from s(*eing this bill in the point of view 
in w hich it liad been placed by tlie i:(^jble 
e.ar), he thought it tended deeply to injia’*^ 
a most valualile and impdiCuit brancli of 
our iriaiiufacture. 

Lord 7^Mc*&7zdtViought the ground urged 
by i*he noble earl in support of this bill 
Yallacious, inasmuch as the market here 
Avuuld by the operation of the bill he- 
nmie glutted, the price of cotton would 
consequently fall, and thus tjte growers of 
it, fiarticuhirly iif our own colonies, would 
be seriously hijured; nor was it to be sup¬ 
posed that afu;r that bad taken pla^e, any 
mure cotton w'ouId*be bj»«ght here, where 
the market wa.s i^readr^ver-stocked. . « 
Lprd lledts(^€ suifea?ted the ^ill as a 
raeasurv conducive to tte intert:sts oi our 
manufactures, and as a cftyck on the growl¬ 
ing cotton-trade of tln^wiemy. 

The Earl of Imuderddf^ remarked, tbali 
e noble ^arl, at thr he\vi ^ the board 
of trade, Iwtd giveiyup'the present bill 
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as a* measure of warfare, and harl coii- 
sidered ^it solely in relation to }s ef¬ 
fects on,^ our conimcrce. In liiis view 
of case, lie ccmsideied it *as an ex¬ 
tremely dangerous principle, to..allow* 
to the govcriunent for the time being, 
•the privilege of saying, >\ hat nidiviiliail 
should be indulgerl m carrying on a Iradt,' 
and manuracture, ^nd wlio should not. To 
compel ships laden with cotton t(f ;A?riK 
into our ports, while the e\port of, thaj^* 
article was prohdiittaj, and whHi^ oiiV U^cV ^ 
imfai,lures caudd not pvTa’iife^i^ 
was improperly to rediua; thr price of^ie 
raw material. Our manufaeturers might 
wish to pioeure cotton at a cheaper laU^; 
but they w\'re at the same time aware ol 
th?* iinjiolicy of reducing tlie value ot the 
raw ( nmmodity so much as to n nder il a 
niattei ol indilleieinjo to tiic, growi i ol itie 
artu hg whetluu* he did or did not biing ii 
to our mark(!t,. 

Lord Ild'xkcshurjj, in alludiipg to the 
pow'er conferred on lhe/<;ovcrim)en)l of 
granting licences to certaiA |\cVsons, stanal, 
that this had been the pvactif e lor ihc last 
14 or 1.5 years. lie h?i(l never heard that 
it had been abused, and lu; tiusted the 
present government i?iig!it ivccivc eijual 
credit w ith their preih'Cf'sso. s,lur not c'uter- 
taming any intention to aei wpih f:ivmir </r 
paMiality, in granting tins lyivileg'; whore 
it might seem to be n.Mj^1re(\ IJis loid- 
ship did not mleiid at presrnt\>Cip' r into 
tlie menls of tln^ < )j\lers in < '.miu’ih iIkmi ;h 
he must protest agaiiisl the intei pu taiion 
put by the noble Ifjrd who sfiflkc hist,‘on 
what had falhai from his noble liicnds, as 
if ti>ey had given up the presc'iit bill a,> a 
^»^v?asure of WMid'an*. The}^ had not done 
so. It w'as Av’ni known, that there was a 
(leficieiicy of coiion in iTiince, anti, at 
the same time, that one of the most inen us¬ 
ing trades in that country was the t'Ditun 
manufacture. An opportunity, howev(‘r* 
of cuiwassing this subject woijld occur, 
whi n the nohle lord opfiosite ((lirnMlle) 
brought Ibrvvnd bis jnemised motion j at 
.which tinui he should ?)<’ at no diflictlliy 
to shew, that tlieri' wore mbV(',mercantile 
•men this counti% who.a})provcd than 
there were win; <4sappfoM‘d of tlie Orders 
•of, Council. \ * 

• The Earl of i?ar)!/n/coi',Joined in tlm ar- 
ginmuils tgainst the bill. 

Lord begged to be understood,' 

as objecting in flu? most ])ointcd manner 
• tq^the noble lord s(llawke.sb.uiy) bringhig 
forward any %?cre4 informiitmn of wliidh. 
he might suppose Irimself to^e possessed. 


as kidj^cative of the opinion of tlie mer¬ 
cantile inlerests of this ('oiintry, on the 
suhjcct* of"* the Orders in Couviat. Ifie 
^wished to meet the evidenee which find • 
'bet'll adduced at thy bar of the bouse, and 
!to refute the geml<;rnen there examined, , 
who regarded the Ordeis inCamneil as dc- ^ 
slructive of oi^‘ commerce and manufac¬ 
tured .•s^y>did ue ‘not bring forward his 
withi'Bses to contnulir'fe-^iem ? Why did 
lie not hriing Ibru ard mex< Innts of Loii- 
don aild Liverpool, to say that t •*'^'iv,^rade 
was e(]iial! V'or "more tlounshing than it 
was previous to the jiassjug^of thesiTorders? 

Tu nranufat luri'rs ofjM,mrh('ster to sav ,that 
llfrir (;id(;?s were (‘(pially numerous and 
great as llu'v^ had loniu-rlv been; ..did 
per'diiis ill the shiopiug'inlerL^t to declare 
dial llieir earrv^g trade was iindimmisli- 
( d ? So far fMoii having donoi this, was 
il not a iiKt, that tlie evidi'nce before 
'till' house, w'enl to shew a eompleteTailure 
■ni 'ull ijiese branches, ol trade, in eonse- 
tpiehci' of llu'se Orders ni Ooiim^^wyjlis 
lorddiip therefore Iviped, tli^t in'arguing 
this subject, the noble ioid uu the wthei 
side would not allude to any piivate testi¬ 
mony m ♦^our ol tlie^e (Ordeis iii Ooun- 
eil, vvliiehliie Idmsi 11’ might possess ; but 
.vvliieh, uiTiln' gi'iith inen m the olber house 
'■^f pai!ia/ient, he had deidsi^’d hying' be- • 
fore the hou^e. As Lo the i(!( athat tin im/- 
sure w»>uld have tic elleia of iueoium^d- 
HU’: h'raiKi by pi eva'iitngf ihe ri guisile suj)- 
plv ol ^ nin'll, this Ins loubldp considered as 
dlogi'ther tdjsiird. Then* were, vaiioirs 
liac ts oi country in winch cotton could he 
grown, and did ai'tuallv grow' at this ino- 
nieiit, oJ’v\hieh it was impossible ibr lhi3^ 
(■(lunfry, by any act it might pass, to de- 
piiv* Biioiuiparte. Ifi the LevauiCconsi- 
deiablc 'jiunUities (;f cotUAi were grown, 
jiarllcularly in Italy and Sicily, over 
which the ruler of JTance now had, or in 
all probability w’ould soon have, the corn- 
)lete dominion. In factf it was quite in 
he jiower of JTaiice, frJm the leirritory it 
now cimimanded, to pt'ocuic IWttoii in 
whatevei;quantity it ?hose. Iftbiscoun- ^ 
try wisfled to preserve its cotton inaiiufac- 
iur<', and to (‘oihiriajui a constcint'and suf- 
lieicnl supply of the raw material, the 
p!an.\.vas, lo give a free and unlimited 
power of hnport afid export. 
tages^ftur harboiir» held out to the Ani«i- ^ 
can grower, would thus ^tisur^ us a con¬ 
stant supply, convinced *as they wouy in ^ 
that event be, «tbat a read\ market for 
their commodity would be fogiid, if not 
with us, yet in some other quarter. «. 
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that fcy the prohibition to export cotton- 


lient Btcanse, as tins bill ino- "d'strjl^-ited by the exe<j«.tivc government, 
le cxporiarinn oj' at! (oiton persons whose poli- 

Orders iki'Oouiicil ot'the lltliaiul’ \!/al cemduc't it may to influence.— 

V _■. 1 . 5’ • .1 • 1 .1 ' ■ ^ 


351] 

oble lord concluded with expressfng^ his 
onvietion that the governmer^t would act 
wiser Jiart by I'orbearing to interfere 
\ matters of tiade, and leaving it to bv 
ugulated by the natVral influence of ill 
wn o]relation. ^ ’ /' 

The (pusiion on the third reading being 
ailed I'or, the house d|vicicd : C>ont^is44; 
^ot-Con Lents 1*.'^ ; JJ^'Jajority .‘?l 
[Protest aoaiVt ihe C’otton Bill.] 
Dissent i 
ilj^'"Ylie 
lid tlv^ 

5th ofiNov. fpide into Ihitish }jorts 

le whole of that (oninrj'lity, si nt , by 
Lnicrica I'ur the supply of foreign slates, 
le quantity brought by the-e and other 
leans intr/ahe l)ritish\bjiarkei inu.^l be so 
real, in proportion to me lienKiiul, as to 
sduce flic \tilueof that commodity to a 
'ifle- When w^e consider, thereforcj that 
le usual exportation of cotton wool fruni 
Lnjgrica, is 250,0^0 bags, anioniuing, at 
21. bag, to the value of 3 millions 
,erling, wt^conceivi-. that this is not only 
gross violation of the law of nations, but 
le most substantial itijury t^er inflicted 
n a friendly and independej ’-‘ate. 2. 

lecause this reduction of the wilue of cot- 
m wool, will chsrourage the ^owth 
) a degiT'c fnut, on the return of peace, 
dieu the demand for our cotton goods 
Bvives, must deeply injure this extensive 
ranch of our im\nufactures, hy prodm ing 
deficiency in the supply, and consequent 
earness, of the raw material. 3. Be- 
ause, miith as wc regret tiie unvvarianta- 


vvoolj’the value of that article wifi suffer a 
diminutioji to the amount at Icfastopoiie, 
million sterling. It is plain, therefrr C:, that 
if his majo.sty can, by granting licence.s, 
supply the m.nkets to winch cotton-wool 
went before this unw'arranlalile iiuerrup- 
tion of the trade,—as the commodity, with 
toration ofdemaVd, must resume its 
va^c, this immense sum may he corruptly 


tlijt 


f. Because w'e think there is just reason to 
believe, that this measure is adopted with 
a vKuv to create the undue iiipuence with 
which it arms the exc^’litlve governmejiit; 
for the iblbwving clause, which tends to do 
t^way the influence the bill eoufers, with¬ 
out deranging the system it mean-, to es¬ 
tablish, was rejected i,y the house : 

Provided always, that when his majesty 
\jill determine, by licence, to authorize 
exportatl/)|i of any given quantity of 
cotton-wool,The board of trade shall an¬ 
nounce such ilftcrminatioii in the (j'azette, 
together with the regulations, restrictions, 
and securities, intended to be specified in 
the licence ; and the n^me of every person 
who, within a week, shall state in writing 
to the secretary of the said board, his de- 
Mre ny cxpqiV<i^e quantity of cotton meant 
to be exp^ ted binder the conditions sti- 
puiaU^j, shall be put into a glass )ar ; and 
at 12 o’clock on the irnth day after the 
aflvertisetjent shall iiavc been inserted in 
flie Gazette, the sccreiaiy of the board of 


•Ic provocation given to the P. States of trade shall, in the pr(*seuce of such of ilu* 


Lnierica, and the injuiy tlius inflicted on 
ur lyanufactures, Ve feel with still deeper 
ffliction the evil with which this bill 
hreateus the const it6t ion of our country.— 
Vhilst it piuliibits the exportation of cot¬ 


persons desirous of exporting cotton'wool 
as may choose to attend, mixing fhe 
names in a manner to preclude all suspi¬ 
cion of preference, diaw' out of the said 
jar one of the names thereiii contained, 


on-wool, it [icrmits his majesty, by licence J and* his majesty’s licence shall forthwith 


inder his sign manual, to authorize any 
lerson to export from Qireat Britain any 
|fiany| y of cotton-wool, under such regu- 
ations, restricti^ins^ and securities, as may 
>c specified in the licenci? ; anfl/,hus Con¬ 
ors oi\ the crown a legal right to arrange 
share out the trade in a most valuable 
i^modity; a principle which, if extend- 
S'tp Qther articles, mpst create a new and 
Itarining source of influence, almost hound- 
fess in the extent to which it may'be car¬ 
ried.—Eten wben cunfiiuHl to the present 
kf^aace of cotton-wool, it appears to us a 
aitQ||d|^^rous extension of the patronage 
Vown. We believe tin re is no 
{gent merchant who must not think* 



be granted to the person whose name is 
so drawn.^—5. Because, recollecting that 
within these few days the two houses of 
parliament have received ^an unanimous 
petition of tfie common council of the ciij 
of Londdn, de( larina ' tluit the burdens 
borne by (A this country havu 

been considerably ajyjJ^inenJed by gross 
abuses ih liie managj.m^nt and ^cxpeudl*- 
ture of the public money, an(l by a pVo- 
fusion ‘ of smccUre places {i#ua pensions, 
whirli have not only grct^'tly added to their 
.sifhenngs, but created a pernicious and 
^dangerous influence, corrupting and 1m* 
(Icrmini ig\the pure ffec* principles of 

thf» British ^onstitutio^l,^ we dread that 
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the passing of this bill must give rle to 
serious cJnd alarming clisconleiil, wnen it 
\is k'jiOwiiVhat it may eventually arm the 
crown with the power of distributing a* 
sum equal in amount to the sum allowed 
for defraying the cNpeaditure of his ma¬ 
jesty's civil list, unaccompanied by any 
check to prevent its being used for the 
purposes of augmenting to an unpariillj*dH 
degree that “ pernicious aijd dangerous 
influence" which has so beetf 

stated to parliament by his^ 
faithful and loyal subjects, th^ fcorporati'^i 
of London, as ‘ corrupting and underrnin- 
. ing the pure and free principles of the 
British coi^titution/ (Signed,) Lauder¬ 
dale, King, Albeiiun-le." 


^’Papers ^dating to RuAia . [ 1354 ^ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, April 8. 

[Papers relating to Russia.] Mr. 
U hit bread rose, pursuant to notice, lo 
move for certain papers {v:^k:h*had baen 
'alluded toby the noble lord ((>. L. Gower), 
in a debate which tool^ place on the 29th 
of IVluroh, upon a motion of an hon. friend 
of his (Mr. Sharp). Tiie house had heard 
a great deal of (fiscussion res])ecting the 
propriety of rjuoting. from any documents 
not before iht' hou.se. He should not now' 
go into a question w hich hr^i be<Mi often 
and so fully discussed^ but ^hc^ appre¬ 
hended, that the right hon. gent/ would 
agree with him in tliiiiking, rliat cuminu- 
nications, in whatever form they wore 
made, should be made by lus majesty’s 
confidential ministers, and by no one else, 
iindifi’ any pretence whatever. The noble 
'•idl'd, therefore®., after commimicatiiig the 
iiifonnalioii to which he alluded in ddiate, 
whether in a more official cA' less omcial 
shape, to his government at home, had put 
it beyond his owti controul, and oughl noU 
publicly to have disclosed it. Tlrt* mo¬ 
tion which he meant now^ to* propose, 
pointed to two objec ts; the fiist of which 
was, the production of in paper which ac- 
"companied the treaty of alliance between 
this eguntry and Russia, in 1803; the 
other was connectecl ^N;ith *a •communica¬ 
tion made by the rkble lord.to liis^majesty^s 
•secretary of iV the course of his last 
mission i^ 1807. After tlse overthrcAv of 
the confedcwacy of 1805, and the*conclu¬ 
sion of the peiirewf Presburgh, a large mass 
of papers relative to that confederacy liad 
*bftin thrown upon the t'^le, ^ lord Mu^- 
grave, thenVol^i^nisecretary^bf I tate, per¬ 
fectly unsolicited, but^ ^ui^e as voluntary 


as witRout selecticPn, and certainly without 
discretion ;»for, not only were^ some dis/- 
patches published which never ought'':o 
nave [leen published, but it would havft 
been .difficult to h4lve found any thing in ^ 
the course of the correspondence more ^ 
unfit for publication than some of the 
paflers w'hi^h liiid l^ecn submitted fo par¬ 
liament,^ uncalled fi'-v,. ^fid unexpected. 
These papej’s certainly furnished abundant 
matter<rf»f i^u'ulpalion against the ministers 
|f of The (lay ; but,the man who was a?Thc 
*^hea(l of that, administration^ of as splendid 
talents as this or ji’erhaps any other coun- 
tjy had eviji*liroduccd, died. After his 
death, his ^;()lleagu(;s in ofiu e rosigiicd the 
reins of government, m wmequence of his 
decease, and no (Wcussion ever took place 
ufiori the subject of that treaty., He did 
tliink that tiie noble lord ought to liave 
I)oeir one of I lie last persons to have tailed 
the /itterition of the house to the events of 
that time, considering that he wa^tln^ ^yile 
manager In the formation of tjjat confede¬ 
racy, and considering how- fatally it ger¬ 
minated for the interests of all the parties 
connected witH it- * The noble lord had aC 
that tiipy cjfmducted the negociations with 
so nmefi secrecy, that they were w'holly 
*imknowTi^t Vienna till the t^ty w'as con¬ 
cluded, so that he w'as deprived of the ad-^ 
vice of sir A. Paget, and of the inform^a"- 
tion wdiich he might have derived from 
Ijim respecting the stalf of the Austrian 
army, and of the heart-burnings and party 
s))irit which w ere at that time felt in the 
court of Vienna. But, though the noble 
lord had kept secret not only from our 
ally, but from a minister of his owm court, 
the articles of the treat:y which l*^ was 
then concluding at St. Petersburg, he had 
on his late mission held out the refusal on 
the part of Russia, to communicate the 
secret articles of the treaty which that 
power had concluded wifh France., as a 
suificient ground for refqftng its ingdiation 
between Great Britain and FranB»% even 
though the emperor h«d as^sured lord Hut- ^ 
ehinson^ \hat ift w^as his opinion that Wc 
ought to enter into negociation w ith France, 
not, as that noble lord had represehted, 
because it was proper that w e should make 
peace with Frafice*on any terms, 

•cause he •(the emperor of Russia) knlgw 
•that tRe terms of peace which tRe emperor 
of the French was ready to offer were such 
as he believed lord Hutchinson woulcf be 
of opinion that this country ought to dt- 
^ cept. At the time of negociatine the 
treaty of 1805, the noble lord 
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Gon^sented, by his n. confession^* Ul an 
article bj wlilch i< 'vas sti[)uIaf(Hl,that the 
pbxvers of*J'inio^x* .should into a con¬ 
gress, in which the law of-nations s/iouh/ 
be formally discussed!^ and in >vh?Lh the 
mariliuic |.n'ctcnsioiiaPol thfscoiiiitry would, 
of course, as iorming a j>aU of that law, 
have fomc ijinder discu.s.ifion. [horcl (j. 
L. (lower, troni^ie other side df K'c hous(;', 
said he had nevef^onc any such fhhi^.] 
The nobledord*; IMr. Whitbreail sajd, tle- 
niettTlic allegation; but a'^ lh*e nnuitirnc, 
Jaw ofethis country was not jjosilively ex¬ 
cluded from the operiuion of tins provi- 
jiional abide ot tlie li<;aty,«he cyntended, 
that it as virtually includcMr.iii it. Jhll 
if such was not the interpretation vihidi 
the noble dord put this aitide of 

the troaly, liow, lie* askod, did IJiissia 
ifinderstahd it? ilad not the Jioble loril 
hinisuli’stated, in a fojiner debate,, that 
a notiUealioii v\as made to him, hefo^'e 
th^^Kussian ministers ueie |>t;riy'itted 
to si^f' the tK'aly, that liis m ijcsb, 
the einjionJf of Russia, vvtud l Inst.m t his 
minister to use his enrleav(>iii-.>, at the gene- 
Yal (:ongres,s, ^\hidi k then in con- 
teraj:)latjou to assemble, to 
procure a mt)difieation of-sin h 
of our maritime cod(', as mii'Jit 
die incOiisisteftT'’witli justaa 
of maritime liglils w<is suj>po;a\l to ha\e 
bften scttlcvl in too tieaty eondtided be¬ 
tween this eount^yand the noil hern powens 


k4c»,vo\ii- to 
ire Halations 


\i‘ tound l<5 
mmV •• 

I lie (piestion 


an ISO) 3 but wa.s it not evident from this 
JDeelaration, that there uas .still sohsist- 
iiyg a rankling in the miiul of tie* Rus'.ian 
govenairnent upon the very (piestion r 
Whitbread (onfemied, that tfiis was the 
fair rpretation J^o be jnit upon the de- 
claratif'n; arid that, at present, wiio^i tlie 
cynle.st with tlicse piAvers might be said to 
be but beginning, it w*as desnablo that the 
British house of commons should be put 
in p<)sse*ssion oi‘ any document which 
tended to throw Jiglit upop the pretcnsion> 
vvRid^yjiey .set forth. Of the substance 
of the comnnHiica]ion the house wais al- 
r(?ady ia posse.ssion ; but he iivsisj^ed upon 
die propriety of their being put in pos¬ 
session of the communication, not merely 
ncidentally, but formally, and uflidally.— 
rhe ^ut her paper for v' hit'h he meant to 
oaave, was the communication made b^ 
.Itc amb'assa*di5r of this country Wo hv; 
OfO^jesty’s^secretary of state, which Jiacl* 
also alluded to in debate, and in 
JVhic|i h had been stat*ed by the noble 
a;^rd,;^at a person high in authority had' 
of the expression^ ^ il faut mena-* 


nob] 


k 


[U^C) 

A-iigleterre pour le moment.’* The 
lord had alluded to this coipmunica- 
tion in debate, for the purpose yf shewing 
[, thiit Ru.ssia was detrnniiicd to go t(f war' 
with this country before the expedition 
was undertaken against Copenhagen ; but 
before tbc housi* could judge whether the 
fact was relevant to the argument which 
It^grounded ujioii it, k was important to 
knSw Avho was the ]ierson who made n.se 
tpf thi^ e\pi'essioii, amj whether it was 
ii^'*!! in^mvmsatioii with the noble lord, 
(ff w'i th/a \ bird person; because, if it w'as 
(ffopjied ill P onr ersation with a third per¬ 
son, it mu.st be cvuhuit to every one, that 
it might have no idlect whatever in su})- 
|)orling the piojiosiiiop or ojfinion which 
the noble loiil meant to establish. It (vas 
alleged , that this eoinm uni cation was made 
ih a private letter lo the secrt‘.tary of state, 
and very jirobably it was .so; nor did he 
mean to ijue.slioii Uic jiropriely of a secre,- 
tyry of stale keeping up a correspondence 
wiih minjsters ^employed abroad ; but the 
n(>ble lord o/g?il not to have made use of 
tin* communication I'oi the purpose oi in- 
fliKuicing the dt‘cll8ioji of the house, if it 
was of .such a ^i.iture, or if it wa*? 
mad<' in siu h a w av*, Uiat it could not be 
laid before the bouse.—Me ihd not wi.sh 


that the whole of the Iciier or dispaUh 
W'hieitocontaiftfcefl the eommiimcatioii should 
be rnado.^ tuibli?^ .all that he desired was, 
fiat tlwe hbusf* should be put in ]>f)S.sessiou 
)f that part of llu* tlisjiateh winch related 
lo this pa.incui.tr eoinin’iifu alion. He 
c<*ii(:luc!(‘d with tnoviiitr, 'Thai an addre.ss 
)(■ presented to his niajesly, that hi' would 
>e gracioiidy jileasejil lo or.u'r that jheie 
)i‘ laid before the house a copy of the « 
(‘laratHni delivered to lii^Tinajesty’s am- 
bassfidor :it/i le court of Petersburg, noti¬ 
fying that Ins imperial majesty w'ouid in- 
^slrmjt hi.s plenipolenliary at a general con¬ 
gress,, to endeavour lo procure a modifica¬ 
tion of 4Uf h regulations in our maritime 
code gs iniglit lie found to be inconsistent 
wdth jiislii e ; and likevvi.se^if a copy or 
ab.stract ol a letter or dispatch, transmitted 
by his inujesty’s ambassador to his ma¬ 
jesty’s forei;4iv secreRlr-v of state, Betweew 
tlie numtlis of Juil/ aiii Nov. I SOT, as far 
as such K*ttcr or disp;^ h may refer to atj 
expj*ession, " ij faut menager rAligletevre 
pour k:^ moment.’ • 

Lord fr'. L, (j/oti^er saidl that the house 
could not be surprisi^d at fhe anxiety wliich 
he felt to cxpr(!.s.^ his sentimeaUs upon |Jic« 

f/resent aflcr^the •representations 

wlych had ncen given of what had fallen 
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^ i'rum lilni. in a (IchaU* of a I’ormer cvt rtint,, as it^hat? uv?r any private, letu^v nvHacVv 
l)otli by llie hou. uho liiul jnsl sat might Go in the ifaiuls of any other iri- 

.down, and in the public pi ints. i it; via:* divkliml In tiic country. If the jion, gcnL 
most'an\ions to eonvinre the hnust; that \vas of opinion that ho Irad been (kUcichl 
li(^ ncMuUiud, in hifi otilciiil situation, done *in Jus .duty tn tjansnnlfing*‘^uch a com-* 
any thing io connlenance llie iniputalion niunicntion in the s/injie r>f a private let- , 
of his inivlng absented to any |>roj)usitioin ter, it would be better at tmee to move a ^ 
which had for Its objec t to attaelv, either \(^te of censure ti^jion him I'or ha vin^donc 
i]ji(*etlv or indiieet^y, those prhieiphs (vf so* "'lie begyed tlie lM>ns<‘, Ik'aa ever, to re- 
inarilime law upon vvhi(di this countr y l;.,d colle^.-t,.tfrat lie liad mer*Ji .hed neither let- 
alv\a vs acted, and u[)()n wiiieh, he trusted, J.( v nor dispatch in the Idmier debate, 
tliiit it would <‘ver*conhnue to aei ^ *\Vi^ rrt(. had aiinply inentionc d the circinnstanco 
this iiiijMesMon, he. I'elt himself o\r^e!Ue^ ftl'a certain expn;si;ion having been used by 
obliged to the hon. gent, lor having brouglH a person hicji in authority in Hussia, leaving 
forwaid liie motion wbu li he liad on tins llu* lioio.t; io giv<' what (‘ii'dit th(^^ might 
tweiimg suinnitted to the house ; and in tlwifk lit to lilTs assi'i’tion, and to deduce 
that motion 4 k' .should luo.st lieertdy eon- whate\er inTeirucc fVoiri it they might be 
('nr,*as far a.s it relafed to tie* pio bu lion of opinion that it w^rran^ed. iSiellher did 
of tbe Dt'claiation wlucb accompanie.d the it Ibllow, that, b vausc he liaif cominunU 
frealy of isOo. lie liojxal ii!-,o, tlial cated (his ex[)n‘'„doji to his goverrynent at 
bis rigdit honourable fnend tlir s( ere- bonu', Ji(‘bad montioimd tlu* name of the 
trny ol' slate would agree to lliis part jKTsoh wdio used it. It so ha})pen^d in 
of the motion, not (udy in lusiice (o tliC pieseiit ii'^t.-nce, drat his right hon. 
him, but in jusilci; also to l!ic charaetf r ol friend* wais in possession of we 

an illustrious siali'sman, ho mofi' | of the ]j''rs(ni wh.o had made.^se of the 




(Mr. PiU). It would be but an ai t of j exprcssiois, liut it was for his right hon. 
jusliee to the memorv (ji' tliat great mai;, J fritaid to judge til’ the pnidenci; aiul cx-^ 
wdio had sfient his lil'e in uphoftliiig tbe | |.'edieney (jit>discl()s’ing wdu) tliat jierson 
eliaraeter and niahitairting tl'ieilglits oI ! was. W-" mUftt oliserve, liow'cver, that if 
the country, to slow that in liis latter da^ s eyefy eomiviunieation made by a foreign 
be did not (le.sert lliat'cause wiileb u bad nr^n.'.ler bis government ^ivere to be 
becai llie great olijeet of ids life to suppoit. made jmblic, as a niaiter of eourse, the' 
tins vie w, be tlusU^^'that Ins right inevitable* ejVeet of such a sy.stem wou^ 
bon. rncaicl wu>nld consent* not c.yly to tbe be, to destroy ail confidence^ betweneliplo- 
produelion of the Dechu ation, hut-tli’at the nyitie agents am! tiio courts to wliieli they 
^\hole eorrespeiidem ( relatne to tins l)e- were iu'eTcdiled. lie sliould therefore 
elaratlon would be j>n)eluee(l ; fiom which give his decided negative to the last mo¬ 
il W'ouhl appear, lu.w little foundation lion of the* hon. gent. ; and the first part 
tin re, vvas for tlic aomsatioii nlin h liiicl of ilie address lio should [iropose tuamend, 
he^ii*hioiiL;ln ayaiiist'liini, of having left by nioviuy for tlie |irodiictii)ii, not only of 
any qiieslioii' lM'lati\e to the maritime the ]\elaration aeeompaiiyinjr the t?eaty • 
righls of the eouiilry <>l>en either (o ijavil of 1.S05, hut oTthe correspoadcncc which 
or to dis( us.sion. ilis loidsl’iji did not passed relative to that Declaration, 
wish now to enter into a dismission of.all Mr. Whitlmad most willingly eoncurred 
the ipiestions eoiineeled with the treaty >in the amendment proposed by the noble 
<d' ISOj, and if tins was tlie wisdi oT the Imd in the first part of th*t motion,-for it 
lion. pent, he thoiipht that he had’mt dealt was his wish, tliM all th{:Vorresp(,iidenptf 
fairly- with tlw house in not pitiiip'a no- relative to the Ibissian l)oclaralioi?h»que3- 
tiee to that elleel. With the other part tion, shoujd be niad« pdhlic. But he ^ 
of lhe“hon. gent’.s inolioiifhe .could iio*t eonld no» assdrfto the amendment so far 
concui,* because tij» cumipunication to as it went to negative the production of 
which he referred tvav* cont^vitied in a the private ^<*tter, or an extract fi'om it. 
juivate letter; an\evcn .'♦uppor^np that What would be the iconsequence of refus- 
fhe hou!*; were 1 , 0 'tgiee to an address inp to cotninuuicate^tuch letters, whewnre- , 
for* Uie ithoductiou ol' this palmer,' he viously^miatle public in ordfr.lo influent* 
really did Tiot‘know wlial answdr the <lie vote of the house, and. serv»the pur- 
crown could niAe to'it; .because (.he po.se of niiivisters » Becau.?e the noble lo.rd ^ 
•rcnviihad as liilL povvc# Ui rmiipcl the was' the ambas.sttrlor, and the right hon. 
production «f tc Siivutc Ictter.which w.e, .gent, secretary of state, the correspondence 
ill the hands of •ilik secreta/C* ,{' state, *vas to be carried on bV priviate letters/oi 
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as to avoid the^ognizance o( parliament! 
The noble lord had said, that he had never 
stated that he communicated t/iis cnforma- 
tiOn to ministers. Perhaps, he had not: 
but the riglit hen. secretary had publicly 
stated t!ie Tact, and yvt llie house''was to 
be precluded li-om" inlorniation about a 
communication under the impression of 
W'hiclV'they bad been, called uj^ioii to \ote. 
He did not upon w hat autKarlty the 
expressions adverted to by tlir noble lord 
rested ; w^hether they were directly nici 
ti^Ved to him by any p^u'son upon w'hoinii 
much reliance (oidd be placed, or whethci 
he had the infonn.uion from a tliird per¬ 
son. for his ]»ar(, he r at I thought thj^it 

the expressions did not cormi from any 
quarter in)on ^yhich iniieh depenilance 
could be placed. was the point 

respecting which itv^as most important 
for the house to be well inforimd. lie 
could not understand the doctrine/ that 
private letters beWvccn ambassadoi^ ajul 
seg^etaries of state,'‘w ere, under ah cirt iini- 
stanft^ to be suppressed. Tlie infonna- 
ti()n cojitviincd in the letter had been vo¬ 
luntarily ollercd on the part of ministers, 
‘‘with a \ icw to influeicee ^In^ote of the 
hous(‘. Tins naturally laid a^v'^ijid for 
calling frir the information in an'\ x[Jicit 
and tangibl^shape, that it mig^it be scjc-'h 
^whether it w\i^ of a kind to bear out flic 
arguments which have been fomjded upon 
it". But inunediaUdy, when it was called 
for, he answered^' * No, it is a private huter, 
and cannot be produced.’ If they meat it to 
stand upon this objection, why did they 
communicate the Infurmation at all ? Tf»ey 
them-elves had urged that lord lintchin- 
son’s iidormation was private, when iliey 
had only connived at his conf-ircnces 
with the emperor of Kussw, but had de¬ 
sired him to conirnithicatc' iiis sentiments, 
and asserted, that he had been hamboo/Jed, 
for that had been the cxj>r.''Ssion ; and 
that .the infonnatlon w hich had hccui ob- 
4:ained, was not^ such as ,to dcseive much 
cdnsidep.tion. Yet these very men stated 
expressions, of nobody kiuwv vvhojii, to in¬ 
fluence the vote of the house, aiyl refused 
all explicit information on the subject, on 
the ground of the intelligence having bricn 
conveyed in a private Tetter"! The majo¬ 
rity fif the house iiiigik perhaps be against 
him on this ^occasion, but he crusted that 
Ke shpul^ be Supported by a' mimf^rity ctf ^ 
ttO Vitee w;ei«^i!t and importance, 'fhe 




poVimunication in question, though origi 
naliy private, had been inade public from 

msinner in wJf/cb it had b^cn useeb and'I ('ompass/'b^hig limited,to point, whe- 


Wr. Whitbread*s Motion for^ • [ ] 

he sjould therefore persist in iliat part of 
his driginal motion. ‘ 

Siv T. Titrion deprecated severely this 
perpetual recurrence to subjer,ts under¬ 
taken for the [lurposcs of jiarty spirit and 
personal enimly. 

Mr. Whitbread Iktc called the hon. hart, 
to order; dra jaiining at the same time 
the unworthy motives wliith w^eie so un- 
gime/ously imputed tA liiin. 

The Speaker having ininnaicd to the 
'•Ton. baionet the improjaiely of such Ian- 

T tSir x\ f'urton felt extremely sorry that 
any thing w‘hich fell from him should have 
given the hon. gent, oflencc, for whom In' 
fidl the sineerest and most cordial esteem: 
when he said personal eiuniiy, he myant 
only political (umiity ; and was unfortu¬ 
nate ifi his mode of expressing himseli* 
tic supported the amendment on the 
ground of the confidential nature of diplo¬ 
macy. lie would ask, if the state of Eu¬ 
rope was again restored, w'hat credit am- 
bassadorr wp^dd gain at foreign courts, 
who made it'tfielr practice to divulge se- 
ciet ronmiunirations. lie thought the 
hon. gent was condemned liy hisowm argu¬ 
ment, for if the pa pers laid hefoia parlia¬ 
ment by lord iNlulgrave excited through¬ 
out JTirojie such lively indignation, why 
endeavour, by the same cause, to excite 
the same sen's^tion now ? 

Mr. 41t'i l}crtu,ow^ht \t most important 
that the ihotion should be agreed to. He 
was one of those on whom the speech of 
the noble lord, and the expression alluded 
to,'ii laut menager rAngleierre pour le 
moment/ had made a sinmg impression, 
and if he had thought tin' authority on 
which they rested incoQjrovTrtible, ‘hr 
should not have voted as he had done upon 
the'question of the Danish expedition. He ^ 
00(0 tlioughf, that ministers'were ready 
lo prove their allegations in the declara¬ 
tion, in answer to Russia ; but the right 
lion, secretary, whose spe‘ech(*s were more 
remarkable lor their brilliancy than their 
sf)]idity, had wavefl these, a'nd resorted to 
other matters of a more indeterminate soii;- 
how'cver. Mile subject was brought back 
again to it^ former sfale, by the informa¬ 
tion communicated hyMic noble lord. It 
was thereibrd of the tTp^.atest moment fo 
liave it clearly known, u]K)n w hat autho¬ 
rity it j^ested ; what was its pt;/*cise iiiiport, 
and what credit ought to be attached to it. 

•Mr. Windh im observed, that the subject 
of discussion lay vvithbi a very narwav^ 
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therth^ letter ought to be producejj f If 
the letttV had been kept altogether pjivale, 
tlien ther^ could be no call for its produc- 
Uoii, for there cQuId have been'no know-, 
ledge of Its existence. But ibe caw; was 
aiot, whether a letter, said to be private, 
should be permitted to remain so ; but 
vlu^^her one publicly brought forward, 
and made use of #o influence the vote pf 
the house, l>y one of the parties, .flionld 


6,. \^ds*-^PapC)'S relatin" io [1362 

♦ 1 

Mr* Stur^f's Bourne denied that Ills noble 
friend had used this letter for the purpose 
of influencing the decision of* the how?,p. 
He had been present when his iiob[o 
friend’ nnide the .^)ei cli which caused so 
considenihle an im[*rcKs.si(ni. and he well * 
recollected, that his nol>le fr'cnid slated tlie^ 
general fact of^^vhich he was in posyicssioii ; 
and ihaj^t was not until ioti ejiiy lo a ques- 


be produced in a, tangible a*nd aujliuny^^iat he added that he had cjornmunicnled 
rated state. A letter, thougrt%privi^^o, 
might relate to public affairs, m/iI a minu¬ 
ter miglit, to a certain degrerVact upoii^t 
without tlilnklng pioper lo produce n, but 
» I'tisting npoti his gciieral responsibility. 

But, when Jt letter (d' this kind was <juott‘d 
by*lhc writer, with a view’ to make an im¬ 
pression on parliament, the question was, 
whether tlial did not bt come evidence 
which*before w'as not so ; and whethei n 
ought not therelore to be ]jioducevd, sub¬ 
ject, of course, lo that scut of discrelion 
which ministers must exei;ti.se, ^ven with 
respect to public dispatcheS. As this was, 
in some measure, a new case, attention 
must be given lo its nafure, not only wiih 
a view to the piesent question, but in or¬ 
der to settle a nilo for the futuie. Con¬ 
sidering the matter in this light, the first 
thing that occurred was, that the public 
business might he managed by a private 
correspondence of tbis.^ort, in,a way 
W'hicli W'ould place the whole iVif of the 
reach of parliament. Sonie*might remem¬ 
ber how^ tills pnnci]de W’us made vise* of 
in the trial of Mr. Hastings, where it ap¬ 
peared that, under the pretence of private 
coiTr^|»ondence, the ^alntary order of the 
.Ciitfiipany, that all correspondence should 
be in writing, ^as evaded. The public 
trust w^as liable to be abused in the ^anie 
manner ; and the w holesome luU; was, 
that when letters had forfeited rtieir 
character of privacy, by being brpught J 
forward to influence the vote of the house, 
they should then only be pi (»tected j)y the 
same discreti< 4 n to winch (^ven public dis- 
patcht;^ were subject, \\hat liad we to 
justify the expedition to Denmark*? Secret 
article^nd private*ItiUeas; •tl^,e most con¬ 
venient things fOk a *bad minister that 
pould possibly be i\ugined'.* Tkis might 
mark tlft evil that would ^result from a 
principle 6!f^his kind, ami, upon th« whole, 
there was no cohiparis<}n between the ba¬ 
lance of danger lV4ni concealiaent and jwib- 
4icity. The miniters hifvinVj then quoted 
the letter in <jueAli(jn^fop their purposef, 

the house hiid a right to its pK)(luction^ 

VoL. X, ^ 


tion‘put to him hy tlie hun. 


[ ppo^jtc. 


l^that fact hi a private letter to the 
‘ hon. secretary of slate, if he al^stained 
from going any luriher into this subject, 

<(t present, hi; begged to be ii#ifleistood, 
that he wa^'not deterred from doing so by* 
the high and dlctatuilal lone which the 
lion, mover, on tl^is as vvi'll 'as on^niaiiy 
otlnu* occasion^, hose to assume, "i'he 
house and the publu-, would judgV; of the 
consistency of the hon. geiitlcmeii /ippo- 
site, who, when they were in oflice, had 
relumed to produce, oii»tlie only tw o oc( a- 
sions on which they were requirtfl^ to pro¬ 
duce tliem, papers moved hipHiy his lion, 
filends, but who now, alb r having Vx- 
bausred their nw>tiovisfor public documenis^ 
wero*,^!^!,'A to tlie neecssily ot‘ moving 
for the* unwarrantable pioduction of pu¬ 
pate correspondence. 

*l)r. Laircncc observed, dhlt the dicta¬ 
torial tone and maiim r of the Iasi speaker 
did not Atwell with his comj)lainl against 
a dictatorial tone and rn#mner in another 
|/f;rson. it W’onld have eonie better from 
the right hon. secretary opposite, who was 
so reiuarkable for levity and jesting, that 
no one could pretend to equal Jiim, unless 
he had a jest-book in Ins hand. As the • 
cxprcasions alluded iff had been |»ut in 
writing, every one must desire to see the 
whole of the |i<q)er, nr at leitst as much as 
could be jirodiited williout detriment to 
the public service ; for tliough they might 
bave been very fairly stated by thu noble 
lord, as far as lie went, j%t in the ‘Icttci* 
they might be so qualified as to%iakc* a 
dillereni impression. llq allow’eri that 
stronger grouni^ onghf to be laid for the ^ 
production of jf private letter, than for the 
production of a public dispatch f but, if it 
was said tha1>a private letter ought not ta 
bt produced at alUthe doctrine was con¬ 
trary to tl^ principles of the BritiSR con- 
^titutiwft; which held publicity, thon^ 
I'attcnded with some disajjvantages to be^ 
on the whole, preferaUlii fm,Ci recy. In- • 
formation of tbe*most -secret nainve had 
often, upon this ground, been produced,, 
kw'ith only a conceaJniciit of names. Ttit 
'AS • . , , 
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jTiinis^tcrs, if their prinri^>le of scercf^^^vas tJic Historian bo Jcfr to search iiyvafin fdr 
a(Jo|)ted, mi^ht recline on their, bed of public -doeunienfs on whic h to ground his 
roses, or itjniriin concealed, lifte moles in rei.ttions.^ Tlie impossibility \\ia.s so eri- 
^heii* apartments under pjr-ound, till the'y »dent (since the chasm must so soon be 
happened otcasioiudl]^ to blundel\ into discoiered by the colleairues of the mi- 
li^vhl. • luster, and bv the sovereiun, who could 


i\]r. JTan hits Broivnc denied that the 
n<)]dc*v|(>r(l bad in a IbrinVr del ate’ luacjt' 
any (pio.vitKjn ijoin a private *le<er. Jic- 
jiail U'*i‘d Ice- i.ict in t( ■* uay of ar;/nnient, 
leaving, it 1(V,ibi' liO'e, ’ to wjiat do^ 

(d credit fluy ph as <1 !(► if's e.-'serUon^] 
ide tln^Ui;l)t tile piodnefic^n of tlie letlepi 
'uiilioiif tiu' name u eiild not bc' a faijl'iclenf 
gnai’ann'j tbi the sib!\ of tli.e person 
ironi wlioin the ((inmiunic; '% n u :\s le- 
ceiNed, and would, llierei'eie siij'j'ort the 
anien^iiKiik * 

Air. St‘e”etavv wovld f.brlv’- 

state, lldit b*’ bad hillitrfo abstained ti< ni 
,s})(MlgiU^ en tlie subject, because whatever 
jniebt leave be en tlx^ Mlnr^<* of the df^bai^o, 
if il liad been p^ otiiih' tfiat the <fri::iiniei'il 
of lh(‘ p'(-ni. nIkuiUI liavc inflmmced 

the hon e, ^ir tiial the arpunenls of his 
nortle inend sliould not Inn e Tnlluenced 
/he house on ^^llat lu I'oruieived to ht' the 
rl(‘:ir i]ue lion betoie them; U tXvfdneli- 
iiati in oi ihe beiise had shewn itsc*If to be 


not i’.ill to be surprised at the departure 
and arrixal of iiic'ssenc'ers without dis- 
|4;itchc's), lliat he wms A.aonishi'd liow the 
riclit^hon. cent, (who, to lAcat acuteness 
-»of sm/l(*i s'nuidin^t jojne,d that kiiowU'di^e 
o\ l.uM^e-^, xvhieh •certainly noHl shew 
iT^n tkaty Tu'iiteness of understanding, 
tTiooidi thfArehCallv advjntaueons, niiyht 
be f.rac tn allv nieanous to business) could 
11 Mich a niori'ilrous Mijiposition. As 
!:k n'dd(' friend lead Jnsdy sf^ited, many 
e.iFv"' must <;eMu, m whieh a mmisjei at a 
* ti>rc'’;Mi ( Miu mudit, in his ]aib!’ie otiiei.il 
I (tispa.iCiM'S, I (dale facts and occuru'iices lo 
I Ins (WMi uoxernmenl, and, ai the same 
; Imus c'onllde to ijieiu, in seeiet ec»mii)iiiii- 
1 cations, w lial Ik^ ('oncc'lved to be the 
springs apd^nu*tiv(‘s ot’ those ocennc-iuae',. 
Ail ainhassado/iniLdii bi* put in jm.^session, 
thiougb conhdenlial diannels, ot sui ii in- 
lorniation. He n^iubt reeeixn* it on llie 
score of Ins own |)|‘rsonal rhar uaer, or lie 
niiulit b(‘ tiusied, unckn* the understood 


iiiiLiumi anle to Ins viinv of the suliject • 
Jie sliould iMfi.bave siood up, iVit merely 
to aiy^ue agonist tin motion, but m entieat 
tifc,' house, that it tliev did iiot^hice in 
limi that eordi(ic-^eo, wnhriut which it was 
impo.^.sibif (or him a(lC(]uatcj)\ tfi fullil tlfe 
iliUle > (d ins SiluatKM, tiiey would peimit 
luiTi to ict K , i\ t iinlm Ins honour. Xot 
oiu'^ spin Iv (d that luuKair siioulcl lu^ eon- 
C'cdve lie n lamed, if he wc-re to divulge 
tint wiiicli at the tfme when it was eom- 
nuniirated, and sihcf, and now, h6 felt, 


obligatioiv of his ollice, by a Irumd, a niis- 
tK'Ss, oi a courtier of the sovereign, m 
vvhosoK apital he resided. Tin* whole na¬ 
ture (d‘«the infc^malioii would then con¬ 
sist in.thc^amhoritv, which authority was 
precisely the <?irrum.stance that couid not 
iiy divulged. Otherwise, wlu n a British 
minister wamt to a hireign court, In* ought 
loudly and generally to dec lare to all 
ahf)'it lilm, * do not tell me any 4hing 
wdileli you do not wish should be laid K'-^. 
fore the Ihitidi house of cbinmons.' Tn- 


was communibated lu contidence. Under rort)fnately,#too inucb already bad been 
tli.it imprt'ssion, h<;w (ver grt at tin defer- divulged, and solar from (h'priving the 
eiiee- wliieh 'ne entevtaim'd Ibr the house, futirte historian of bis materials, wo an- 


and how ever aiiMons ho wms to bow to 
their dec ision, •,vere that decision to call 
foi* the firoduetitm of the^papcT in (pies- 
liun, would rather incur their dis- 
. pleasure, than thujf comp|oiiilsw jiis ow n 
honour and character.^ Having .said 
tiius iniu^i, he should pro^qieed to rv- 
mark on some of the avgurncfits that had 
been urged ]>y the oj^posite side, of thb 
houseA liglit hon. gent. (!\(r. Wind-, 
barn) had iitia^lriod a possible C8se in 
wlmdi ihe^irivate eorrcspoudencc between 
at liome, and the 
jninistc r abroad, might he* pushed to such 
tin exti'c mo, that all olhcial intercourse 
be carried on in that manner, and j 


'^ticipated him. It x\ould be ea^'V to point 
out bool^ that had been translated into 
other Jangnages, wliieh bad caused the 
disgrace and death of indivkluals, impli¬ 
cated by tlieiii. But, tlK*ii, said the hon.- 
gent. If titks letter w as unfit for prodnellon, 
it ouglit not^ t«) have'btvm (]uoled*t>v the 
noble lord. The tuiswdfr to tliis was, that 
it had rK)t been quqlfej| by him. His 
nublji friend sjated a fact; he wli.s askigd 
by thc^ hon. gent, whether h^ftad jfltated 
that fact liefore, anil he aiiswercd ye.s, but 
in » private lejjter ; and rfiis the hon. gent, 
chose to call (jikitationj Of course, tiae^ 
Iftni. gent, fl^ed his n^bie ^richd to reply 
to tjns questKip as a courtesy; for surely 





1 

he not pretend tn ariDijate tclhim- 

Kclf thelriglit oK dcinaiicJing iro/n J'vvry 
jjieiitbcr titut bouse im nuyAvor to unv 
tjucstioii lliiU he mipj-ht flunlc'proper lo^ 
frt'Oj)ose to liiuK It the h )i{. < eiit.-did so 
arrogate, he would say, thril to him exelu- 
/'n'ely he would deny tliat ctjuriesy. Tlu* 
hfui. and learned doetor (I^iuKuue^ Jeid 
taken very ant^ry e oi’ liie nianiu r jn 
which the dictatorial tone of ihe^ hoii. 
mover had biujji /oprein'iide'd. J\'|' hnp^ 
self, he could not savi tliivt the of , 
hoii. mover had been m'u. h/Ini^hcr k'- 
niL'ljt than he iisual'y chosc'^^o pjtt h ic; 
and lie lioj>ed it would not inaLe yii'afer 
iinpre',,sion on the house than it ii.suaii\ 
h id mad 
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I infO’e#ted. au:l hi, u/i/V// it VAHst ir:W Ihei 
Jiinfv (/(ii‘p/r >tcci tliJii cvvi '—ni l- 
nfime n^^ids of j-nyi uid. The iever^ie of 
this was the llu't. It’ i!?'* inm. ii 

iiilcrid'e i accunili ly to his iiohh* iijeud, he. 
.nn^( h i\c i>een c«?!r».]i<'e 1, that tlie torni 
ot' the dei'hnatioii ol it: e,U n prnu^ 
ih'.U“*y w'|is a r*'' iter of eoi]^;ssi»'n. 


It s(», it \\ tmld e yfaiie pa.: I*, 

(.fth- rnee oi that coiicf’.e'in!^ it \,ouid 
ia\e iiK'<di.'[>art of ihetiCii )^ Wdujl ^\a» 
it,lhir*al diat iini'-, t uimellui^^ 

of Mhe law oi‘ntilionatlracled tlic at- 
tentioi* ol’ J'anoiH**'' S 


w as 


tuis teiin 

(’nun ajijilviii;; to ('Ur luai it iim* j^irlit, that 
hi \ er liapp* oed . Ivil m an v I'ubhe docu- 
e.* \v ith rc/’pet t to the ai .'uuu'uts j meiit the marilinu eudeas nieuni ui men 


ot (lie lion, and lea/netl doctor 


the 


cpiestion hrlhi't' ilic lious.-, !u' hat! himself 
anticip'Ued the airaver to them, hv afl- 
Jnltl^^^'that, puama I'acir, slion;’ ground ! teiiator^x and drac-^in.:; Inn to slaughter 


!. What \M*ie life' 


tione 

tlial e::j)r 
‘'Cd/ure of tin 


lull "'i(d’erreil 
du]e> D’Eii 


to w !»k h 
'I he K cvMt. 
(lien oti n'Lilral 


produefli n of a p 
an’y lonris ^dneh 
n ill ditcKijioii he sup 
should h(‘* .so .simoresserl 


il 


must he laid ihr tin 
vate h'ltn-, and d 
contained onahl 

])resse(l, tlii'y J-iiovild be* so' suppressed, 
flow ilid tins afiply to the jiresent case, 

JO winch the n.ouc \Vas iilentically the 
inath r of coike jneney ^ Il the Icariual 
doctor diserediti'd tie* statem'ills of lil^ 
itoblc Irieiid, let liifii say so. Such a pro¬ 
ceeding, ihongli net veiy ( ivil, \i(iLild at 
I’M'il be inUdhu'iiile ; but ir whs n^^'^t v\- 
traordiiiarc, bv v,a\ nl 4 ;pultniu y;^ noble 
IViiaid’s trutli to tlie t(> in<vt’jb,r the 

jiroductiou ct .t leth. r, tile onlV |‘■cn'^ of 
wliicli bv \>lni h Ids \erant\ eiaild In* as- 
ceriann d, must i)e supjiresscd ! -d'be riglil 
Inh. sec relarv pioceetled to stale on uhal 
grounds he siipporJed tfie otlier pent oftJie 
.‘•niendimait pioposcd b\’ !iis noble Iriend. 

Nmci; tlu‘ spiuVii i>f Ins noble I’lieiid on a 
hnailer iiipjIt, un attempt liadjx’e'ii r(?\i\cd 
to pi v judicc in the miiuls old lie public that 
administration in the year 1S()3, iwlnch 
had (uidea'. oured to cstabhsii a continental that li 
c'oalition against. Erancc. lie ^vonld not 
now eater fully on tlii> subject, not nm- 
reivnig thaw it was comprised m the lion, 
gentjs notice, iilthougiAlie should a 


dv 


*th.e r^a ent s<i/u.t' ol a ih itl^di inniisier , 
T.. Ibunbold), o*) no"ljal Icrritorv. 
and <a^r^'in:; nun jU'i'Otn r (o e. ] hd 

tlie lion, gigil. see iiolhmg ir^tlns sei/aire 
of a Bnr/ish mln^^te^, anti ilns imnder^d a 
Freneli prince^ buhthat wliicli must aitrafgi, 
die ‘^^•ntiou of the contlinait to tin- inarl- 
tiinc c<9de ()f (beat Ihdtiiin ? Onthatina- 
*T it line code, a sejiarale provision liail hceu 
jfropoM'dir in an artich* to wln-cli lus uiohle 
iinmd on the part (^f (h Ih'ilam iiad rc- 
i’used to b(^ a pait\a Bv tho first of ilio 
papers which would lie p!oduc<‘d, iu coii- 
fc'-ji'ciici* ot lh(‘ ioOlion b(i<»!< 'ilii.' .bouse, 
i being a di'uratch d lUmI tlic 7tb (;1 drp-ribbl. 

} \^oul(l Im‘ i’ound, that ius noble, iViimd had 
dec luted, rh.u no cvuisule* itcn w iiale\cr, 
net (w.nihi- eei”tai'h\yru' a total i uplure, 
V. itli the couiedei in^g p.ewer.s, 'would in- 
du«:(* him to eoi,'se*'.t*t() tj;e icTU)()siti<)n 
made (>y tliej.’uy-oiu j"'i;i’acr, to submit 
tlie merilme* co"i («. di'dedn !o a eon- 
greoj ol tile gus) |-oners oi']wu(‘j;e ; and 
w*a.,, aui'.MU . ,c.i \) dec la re, that 
the British yovei imie'.t er Consent 

toslieh a r<dere 1 fcc<; 1 [’P ^Rerrd 1 y:,#\^'asJlins 
the lai^giU!g<', were the e ijie syfffptoms, of 




be prepared to meet any ;dt»n:k oti ll.e 
nieritl? of the givift indiuid^ial, now' no 
more, who had st priiieipal a share in that 

' transaction. It l\d been thought by the I claratioii alluded but he bad it not in 
boil, jjentlcmeu opposite, that in the [ his J.suiH^lion to rclnse to do tliiii^, and he 


conec jsKpn 
jeetion of tlic 


ibuiut'^tt'c-Kihiy, alter the 
rtiele ju’opo.sed, after the sig- 

. • . I ,1 —I 1 - > 


nature of treaty, iiis ruble •friend hud 
received twid tiausnptt<'d home tlie I)e- 


_ ^_ opposite, 

speltch oT^il.s noble f'rieud*thev had'found accoii^p.miod 

somethiue; derhgating fioni tlie jiolicy oi^‘ ' *. 

that confederac^''; on tiie |!;rouii(i tluit the 
4<liniiiislratiun of that (k 3 ^lvc*re content to 
sacrifice la 
in which the 


iti a^'complishmcfit a (question* 
e coiuiTry had ef er felt djepl}'* 


ri^liou 

the roceptiwn^of the I)e<*la- 
ration with a e\j);<isdo« of his re¬ 

gret, that his iniperl;;iUil«^««liiikhad tho^igiiv; 
it necessary to*iuake it, ami with a linn 
repetilioa of wdiat he knew to be the seii- 
tiiii/fila of hi;s court on the #ibjcct. Bid 
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his noble friend forfeit tj)e favour of his 
sovoren n hy this eoncluct? Were hiii ma- 
j^'ly\s ministers lukewarm on fric occa- 
' sio^i ? Oil ihc contrary, as would appear 
by the pa,.( r^ hen [produced, on the re- 
‘ ception of ihe ire. ty, Lortl Mulgriive wrote 
his noble friendjexpre.^sinf; his rrajesty’s 
roceeJ^gs, ^jnd^ 


appit)]»:S^Ion of his 
dared ins vl^,ue8t^'^s 


; ^r.ijest^'bs de'term’rnatrjii^^not to 
t i <d niantinie war to a‘ny 

nieo .adoii whi^ev^’r. This w;is during Mr. J 
adminr^viavi'Mi. Nor w'ai^ tins de- 
tennniatioii concealed fnTm the foreign 
ir.inivSteis ; I'or the copy <d' a letter of the 
same dirttr*. innn lord i iVlnlgi^avc to tlie 
Ihi 


sian ambassador 


would be ‘produced/ 
ill ^vhich his lordship expressed similar 
seiinmonls; •declafcd that no statesman 
would ever be found in tlTis country, \\lio 
would venture to unsettle that on which 
thejaa^ t r and piosperity of the country 
-reslovl; and stated, that his noble friend^ 
had discivirged a dcwjided (luty in tht‘ re¬ 
jection ol^\he p^op()^ition that had been 
made to him? Where was hert- the sacri¬ 
fice Af honour and of rights? Whatever 
the hull. g( :il. might think pf other pai ts 
of his noble friendbs chaiacter, tlie^^pnist 
kna\v his candour too well to suppoiie that 
his ohicrvations on a former evening were 
intended for* the purpose of pu»ducing* 
not an exculpation, but a jianegyric on 
thcH'oiuluct by whicli he evinced, that he 
Mas detcrnniicd iv>t to compromise that 
whieh was tlic solid foiin'dation of the po\ver»^ 
oi^ thi.'* c(>untry. lie, congratulated the 
house and ttie public, that such a deter¬ 
mination had ];een evinced. He tiusted 
•that similar prin^^iples to those which 
perva(h‘d this negotiation, would pervade 
any oifier negotiation in any other heAids. 
lie trusted that the gseat, example uiiich 
the administration of that Jay had set,— 
by refusing to ])uvchase an object, how ¬ 
ever desirable and important, by the sa¬ 
crifice of tbjy^'w*^iich w'as not the peculiar 
strength tof^lBritain alone, Ibut which w as 
the sourt? and^ support of the general 
••.Mrength, by which that object appeared 
to be attainable,—he traste^^diat that ex¬ 
ample wbUld be tbllowetf to,^the end of 
time. He trusted that what had not 
given to acquire a grea^ good, w^e should 
never gife even to avert a great gvill He 
trusted that wlTa^ we had refused to gfjnt to 
reques^of fri^ndsnip, would never be 
:^ed froHMUHi^iWthe menaces of hos- 



J ii^iread, adverting to the personal 
h&ithkt bad been cast upondhm 


ill the course of the debate, observed, ithat 
if ther^ was any thing dictatorial/ in his 
manner, be was sure that such^niannei\ 
qould less become any man in that house 
than himself, wdio had so few prctcnisions 
to assume it. A*; a member of jxirligment 
however, he did not arrogate great privi- - 
leges, and he m;\ er would allow those privi- 
leg^es to be derogated fr<i:n by those, who 
in the^most dictatorial manner charged 
j]Jm with being dictatorial; and who in 
/heVnost r.frogant manner accused him of 
arrogance. vTo the right lion, secretary 
who had treated him with so much free¬ 
dom, he w'uiild say, tliat the vices of his 
manner were levity and misrepresciuation. 
The first w^as manifested in tllh mode in 
which that right hon. gt iil. jeered his hon. 
and learned friend near him (l)r. Lau- 
rcAce), one ounce ofwhos(‘ sterling wautli 
he would not exchange for all the gilt 
gingerbread on the other side of the house. 
Of the sec ond vice of his manner, misre- 
‘ presentatio^i, ^ lu; liad given a striking in¬ 
stance, by inlroiNiring a debate on papeis, 
before the papers were laid on the lal>le, 
and by pronoimcirifj a panegyric on the 
noble lord, before tl^e house was in ])os- 
session of the means of ascertaining whe¬ 
ther that panegyric was well or ill-found¬ 
ed. As to the inutility of presenting 
the IctV'r with the names suppressed, it 
would be^ advantajjeous to have it even in 
tliat shaj^o/" The mere declaration of the 
noble loid was fugitive, anri could not be 
made the ground of any subsequent jiar- 
lianientary proceeding. He could not sec 
the necessity under which tlie right hon. 
secretary would labour C/f resigning, were 
his motion agreed to. That dreadful 
calamity to the country sfirely need not 
take }>Iac€ ; bpt, dreadlul as it would lie, be 
owned he would latlna* see the - riglit lion. 
gent.«quit oflice in that manner, than that 
lie should be turned out by the daik juiiio 
which lurked about the throne. He re¬ 
peated his former assertions to the unlair 
manner in which Mr. Garlile and lord 
Hutchinson liad fuven treated, and .after 
some other observations, concluded by 
calling upon^th^ houseTo take this (Oppor¬ 
tunity of asserting-r therights to have 
forinaily before them, thwt^which w'as used 
in debate for the purpose of inflfiencing 
their judgment. ^ * • 

' A division then took place, when the 
numi^ers were 1 For the aiiendraent, 114 ; 
For the origi/al ♦motion, 50, JM.ijoiv 
‘tyy()4,. ‘V' 
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